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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Let me first thank the people of ®fe=City=tf Los Angeles for
Auavrin g My
all they have done te—make—thts visit. se=succesesfal. With all

that has transpired these last few days, I can®™ imagine the

our Uisit has
headaches welwe=prebabdy caused, but I can assure you we do plan

to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously

helpful. ’ ,
vmuy The C’”"M
It wasAlmportant that I come here. Los AngelesAhas been the

our ﬁ“&dun -
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for aii=ef—us. and

T want +o

That's why n&ﬁm&&n&-&e@-@f:aﬁamw things about %&sw\y wﬁ%

3 Jo Aluen ae

visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and;"““"‘!"?
== nation . Juhu.u:z-,

Most ™ agouz where we must mew go as a eeuntry.) _ B—

P Whe F'e°pl< kot o-f’fwverzze,ﬁ ottes aud
[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same esctoTler

. droagie . buy . e, *
city block -- I saw sheeking signs of hatred ame& remarkable signs | A&?
of hope. . %{“2 wﬂ

Seemeol to Ms«d&«@ bt Thwwt  of Feara

This tragedyﬂhas been many, many years in the making. &t w\gzz lacodtrme !
will take a=kemg time to put things right. I could have said ”"_}::/

"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday.

Phe—-status—quo—here,,
e W gt ares’ t
@ﬁn too many cities across America) is=met right We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

S stena waiy
aﬂ:&ﬂ?gm perpetuates failure, hatred,/\an despair.

v as T Sand.
L WvM~M-'mWW6"”{‘



4 - :
gout Rudy Canmbell. Saw him on TV.

(g ;
Looksdto be about eight. &}athe:E?nﬁhrdered a few years back. 170“““"$::i

Mother? Didn't seeher: Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year

He SouwH Cevtyad .
old sister who has five kids of her own. Xives in a—tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And
that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and
It breaks your heart. EE

What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying

badder and badder."

causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
should be:-—iot to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --

will move us forward.

‘*"Eéka‘(la’“:t reakties . noro Feceguize .
I believe there are some that most Americans ean—agre

. . . . 1960 u
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the s;xt&es,bJC—bﬁﬁz
e

lots of different programs have—been—tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.
ard policies — - all witti noble inferdtions- -
Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for jobs dﬁdébb

training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care

has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

We WAM .
Huge amounts of money have-been—spent -- some estimates are

as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
Dt Lok we ook where dess Pt has teken vs, S 9 not wheve coe coanteel 1o ge-

years. , Cheek—the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
__,__A é_f-’_’/_-/ﬂ
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

vid
s Put away the studies an‘Alook around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.

MA»uJ~—J}{’°9"h Lt et 13 construet a Sedety net — +2 prenale

s, 32 tML‘MMW
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying;‘ggds are that he was murdered. 1In fact:iédds
are 4 out of 10. 7 you isis:
a.black en 15- i ornia, imes

more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of-
\// Galifornta. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school. /2 f7/49nq

Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and ‘?2
oA adcobinl clocise are .

that was in our elementary schools. i

Sevions Ve lblens olnost

0—times-as great

. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
. an c e P
epidemicﬂf- in the wake of tie lost generation of inner-city

.>3ﬂ§h: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of

poverty, racism, and crime? AJO.

yuﬁi remp ved
\ﬂuzjziéfz We have made—progress removing many of the legal barriers to
PIA )
i discrimination and equallty;‘;?[ But you don't need to look

further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plaguef/our society. 1]
Some programs -- I'm thinking of éfﬁrogramﬁlike Head Start -
ﬂ.AJﬂad%-have shown time-tested positive results. But many,—many more-

simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people
people Wapped
off welfare -- it keeps' them there.(i§

A
—essential as it is -- stops short-of-providing the peopte-it

serves—a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of




T‘\—L Sf"\/{".\'/_(.cs are |y\p(,¢¢d +

sobering.

sum and sulstance 13 o
eur nation's-urban-areas. The summary-faet—is-this: our cities

are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to 22449
partiecipate=in solvéég'these problems. Our first responsibility
is tO'gggé:gférder -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and howo

can
itK responsibility—to help communities with the concerns that
u thess ovm

oW
really matter: how people can own propertg,op—& home, hewpeopte

ean start a business,ame& create jobs in thet‘community, ensure

that the people not the government are—makf%g the big decisions

S Poce.

that affect the health, edycation and care of one's own family.
Think of the way’ w looks @@y to the o Yy persen—

ens I
on welfare. Government provides you ion 4nvmmxlive oiyf='EE€“
ont Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
Kine of care o-u..%l/ta.na(q)l-‘-—\
government tells you what doetor—ycu*grﬂﬁﬁif‘and—wheﬂ. If you
. aL,)O‘o
find =t1 government may cutfyour
i 7o ards
welfare benefits. If you save,, manage to put some money away -- f&w
thy K welfar . DAL
& o rd!-_
yYou-worry—that government may comefafter you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the,system we've got o d

. e
right now. And then we wonder: why can'tgzﬁgﬁg¥§¥§§&£ take t‘*¢“(&

control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate



L
. dl%n ¢
dependency -- a system that would strip awayfgers nal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the

system we have today.
Every Amnevean Enoros ‘ _
Ig's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.- — 4

radicoat elbiornsh b v opyirmels 4o elfad ool chee Smmed LG Ceomiiy
that-give the word opportunity-real meaning for people.—They-are-
very-simple:—Order is better than diserder. —Tolerance is better-
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. —Opportunity is—

better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence. —
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditienal family values
are—pbetter than moral relativism and government paternalism-
ldsuu&“ﬁtﬁwf}dﬁﬁ~' . L
policies that foster personal responsibility,

policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are e il

AL SH Weﬂc&w WWM
truly needy, and increaseﬁshoice. itd i i

Cotg? edsse 1=
government serviees. I believe in policies that lé%y*o#Z:;:f;ﬁagz:ézfe»-
MMW‘&J . ﬁ'/.l > "
eommunity-for-guidanese. and that use states as laboratories I

believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase

investment -- create jobs. i

My economic opportunity pd=# flows from these principles:
0X£7We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains

4,;\9(( (‘Cn-j( 664‘ -

rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesse;Ain

America's inner citie§‘~

/ﬁpi)We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
'drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and



St wsiilbedady wic pilican ol ot

ec Lea Wo’ M/.éa,ouf(, e ‘ee
‘ 31(7 v% Azbmﬂadﬁnvﬁyk s §choets, = Ai:L
u—wya/bﬁ'nv wo
Ghntin ca 200,
career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded.uvxufmwy
!ﬁ\\* educational opportunities and social services. <And I've sent to
y \\ Cengress today-—an—urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los

\ Angelesas soon-as possible..

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage

work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -

want
- stop penalizing people who mamnage to work and save/énd show M~uﬂ94

individual 1n1t1at1ve-—-—the—ve;¥—th*ngs~ihat_m44%—heéputhem +o
ave welfare behind.

k@#y%e must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- somethingAthey can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities

olks do i Yhe Sobuvhs

the same choice%A Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school. . ! 14*5L

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again.Because I am right. Some
will say, "Whe;g is the new money, the new progranh the new

J wll say,, PorvCimmnend AbCon 'y ciearte MNQJH\/ALI( °“joff””¢

bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise ;2%A;::

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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A
s preh 57""%»/(4//}//1"‘"

spiritualnguidance, churches Klo. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, s do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look

at things from m&ert—&neempi—ieated__FMW. -As—a father

with-kids =- now with grandkids.  -As a velunteer == c¢oaching—

tittle league or knocking doors for the United Negro College —
“Fund: As someone who spent-half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other _
half-of his life trying to serve thepublic. That's how I loek
at—the world.

ke dld cooms of thi L oo at Lincoln Saiol m‘w
We've tried et-hef—way:lte—se%re—prgbi-enp\ﬂew—l.s_nue ~+teame Yoo
hte

time to re—invent the wheel. W ayecd “,
radical Dueabe Lot %W Tty paret I—FWW'qu
Our approach 1sa&rfferem f-bet-‘rg—rve—-l-t——a—-ehi—‘fnce—ee—weﬂe If «4¥g "iuc/

"TWW heern

ever the Congress needed a reason to it is Los “+ied

Angeles, California.
When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
_L/‘LWA‘.—.\
was not much different than the rest of America, §§/T/;a1d to the

Weo SNuinmd | axsead, Toetc g spaTlins

American people last Frlday /LAnd when I saw the violence and /’]W

rage erupt on your streets, Wgy—;eactlon was the same

Aef2e
as most other people. We all knew%&é orvf'lpe@had» :
civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in

the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never

-—

condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And h{uen I saw and read about the heroic acts, the

el f2zesn0
responsible acts, the seljless acts, of so many oﬁ@;—pﬁﬁpﬁi

my reaction was one o rellef)—— and hope for the future.

7

Fde world e
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. En—sum, ffor thirty years we've tried-atig;:gf
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.

But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
i covdd bebrwttas Hron~ the rutie.

nation. j,In=other words, hL have the spirit and the gumption to \

/‘ Aad we w ll=—
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe—even

. e hb(A'f"Hu.\g/
#o'try we haven't tried before.
Wp(..,gtwﬁwx\m\rm £ contol semii Thod
'B€f’\é‘T*&pytvé§¥{—was’%e4£Lxmmé he real anguish of the
alpt the

feople ane crzired_sicle i ¥ g
people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. , Bhis—we

(a,(au —tral A

agree op—as-wedl— whatever we do must be
‘\b J . s . .
about the children -- they are #he future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los
Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others

. ) ASK*\CUW

said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether

[oving
a child lives in aAhome with a mother and a father.

us
We—knowfrom a longer-term look-at. istory,&%éat societies

cannot be succegééul without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. Ameé &ood communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding +he bonds
ggg:zzg'individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.

We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is

central to our strength as a country. §UA»~0~4Jﬁ‘:? &”(f"f?‘fru?
it o 0B Gl U .

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. 1It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that governmen%fﬁzihot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The—simp}ewfae%~is~€hat:In every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this fg;g::irzgfﬁae solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within

itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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v

A
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand

Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools

programs helping yeuagkgzggzgfiearn -- and so on with the

hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is toﬂexpan the scale of what we already know works in

community after community.

V*’L Perhaps—EEé phrase I have repeatedﬁyore often than any other

Frova nov oA M/ . $M0.W\—}
iiﬂjeny definition of a successful life must include service be

others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
: oA ey :
children, I mean thliA First, hé must praise what works and
—’ﬁ,‘lw
share what works. Second,” Gt leaders must mobilize and inspire
;V\.W»— . ) )
heir cvﬁﬁgggifés to take action. Third, community centers must

link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the

-media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our

successes many times over. Finally, we must change ourAlaws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. In th
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about

earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he™s, learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos



11

-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot

at a better life. At e
We et iy WA

I believe we are right about family., We are right about de1ovuiﬂ
s st o€ all_ vt ar gt A
faith, about America's future. We-must-take these steps-to

Lokt . : ] 1 ol s

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.

£ # #

T Wbt e 2 e

g
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF 1O§ ANGELES
- FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Lat me first thank the pecpls of Los Angeles for all they
hava done during my vigit. With all that has transpired these
last faw days, I can imagine the headaches our visit has caused,
but I can assurs you we do plan to leave on schedule. The
polics, the community groups, the Mayor's office, the Goverxnor:
Bveryone has been tremendously helpful.

It was vitally important that I come haere. The Los Angeles
Comaunity has he@n the sita of a terrible tragedy. Not jﬁnt for
you, but for our country == and everyone around the world who
locks to America as a model of freadom and justice. That's why I

wvant to say a few things about my visit, to speak with you about

what I've seen in this city -- and most importantly -~ about

vhere wa must go as a nation. 7Zor as I said yesterday at XMt.
gion Church we are one people =- one-family -- one nation under
God.

(Anecdote(s) from tour And mestings.)] When p;oplc terrorize
ona ancther and burn sach others property, I can hardly izagine
the volume of fear and anger pecple nust feel. In sum, on the

sane city block -- I saw tragic signs of hatred but remarkable
signs of hope. '
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This tragedy seemed to come suddenly but it has been BADY,
many years in the making. I know it will take time to put things
right. I could have said "put things right again®, but that
would miss the point.)Things yaran't right befors a week ago
Wadnesday. Things aren't right in too many cities across
America. We must not return to the status guo -- not here -- not
in any city where the system perpetuates failure, hatred,
poverty, and despair.

Let me tall you a little story about Rudy Campbell. I saw
him en TV. He looked to be about eight. His fa;hcr wvas murdered
a fev years back. I didn't see his mother. Rudy is raised by
his twenty-two year old sister who has five kids of har own. He
lives in South Central. Think about what he has already been
through. And that nov he says he fears that things will only get
"badder and badder and badder.® It breaks your heart. But ve
can't stop there. Our children need more than synpathy.

¥hat vent wrong in L.A. -- what vere the "underlying
causes”, the “"root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
should be -- but not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us
novhers. Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot
further -- will move us forward. That's what we nﬁst do for our
children. )

Wa must start with some unpleasant realities that most
Americans now recognize. Let me spend just a minute on those.

8inca the 1960's, wa have tried lots of different PXograng --
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aimed at stesmming the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and
social decay.

Lots of differsnt programs and policies -- all with noble
jintentions == have tried to address the need for adequate
housing, education, jobs and job training. Everything from child
ciro to welfara to health care has been 2:':_ sub;e‘s::‘ u%’i'n some .-

comnisaion, report, or study. : 7

We have spent huge amounts of monay -- some estimates are as

high as two and a half triliion dollars over tventy-five years.
\\ Na&pﬁ | Much of this effort went to construct a safety net -- to provide

6’(\ % ,W scme sacurity and hopefully some stability. BEven in the last
XD{ OM _—/ dacade, federal spending went up for these kinds of efforts. But
w{ W when we look wvhere this path has takan us, it is not whers we
V\U‘w‘ wanted to go.

Now put away the studies and just lock around our cities.
Socme quick facts: in 1960 tha percantage of births to unwed
mothers wvas 58. Now it is 27%. If you read about a young black
. male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In fact, the cdds are
alnost 1 out of 2. Kids ugsed to carry just their lunches to
school. Today aome carry guns. Betwaen 1937 and 1991,/’;%2’9&5
/2’7 /5 wers ssized hera in L.A. -- and that was just in the elamentary
dD/TﬂﬂL 7?’”“ schools. Drug and alcohol abuse are sericus problems almost

everywhere.

ecaea//  a retert patinal survey, 0% of &K
g,em’aes hare used alwhel of fust ome.. Ohe i
/O lave wed mars)uam.

. ( —— WwEILL AT KNOL A0
MY I”Mo-n)
-
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In the vake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
spidemic sweeping our cities -- in the wake of a lost generation
of inner-city lives: can any of us argue that ve've solved the
problaas of poverty, racisa, and crime? Nol

Thanks to & great civil rights revolution, we removed many
,7 of the legal barriers to discrimination and equality of

opportunity. ([ But you don't need to look further than the

W:/‘/ ( graffiti on the next street to see that hate, bigotry and racisn
ée”/ ¢ , Gj still plague our scclety. ]]

//% sany simply have not worked. Our welfars system doesn't get

Some pr -= I'm thinking of pregrams like Head Start or
Z Older Enmams At

gro;mms
-= have shown time-testad positive rasults.

Lo
M6 sk g
(44 341&/{- pacple off welfare -- it keeps people trapped there.

%’L . The statistics are indeed sobering. The sum and substance
Z% '

Fors

is this: our cities are in serious trouble.
5’3- Wa in government have an absolute rasponsibility to help

solve thegse problems. Our first responsibility is to presarvae

order =- not the order of a prison yard -- but an en%?fnq order.

One vhere families can flourish, children can lesarn, and jobs can
' .
4 Sunts Jke plb
I have taken a hard look at what the gévermment can do and
nhow it can help communities with the concerns that really ﬂf- :

hov peocple can own property, own thair own hose, start a

business, creata jobs, snsure that people not government make the

big decisions that affect the health, education and care of ona's
own family. '
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Think of the wvay the world looks right now to the single
mother on velfare. Government provides you just encugh cash for

the bare necessities. Government tells you whers ycu can live -
1;?; - where your kids go to school. When you're sick -- government

%{ Cl‘/ \p/ tells you what kind of carg you get, and when. If you £ind a
‘i 05 job, the government cuts your velfare benefits. If you save, it

you manage to put some money away == towards a home or maybe to
help your kid through collage -- the government comes aftar you
for walfare fraud.
. Every one of those things hgppono with the system ve've got

right nowv. And then ve vondir: vhy can't folks on welfare take
control of their lives -- whers's their sense of responsibility?
I¢ ve had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
dependency -- & system that would strip away dignity and

personal respongibility =~ ve could hardly have done bettar than
the system we have today.

Every American knows it's time we tried something diffarent.
A frash approach -— & radical change in tha way we leok at
velfars and the inner city economy.

u§ must start with policies that foster personal
rasponaibility, policies that refocus entitleament prograas to

sarve those who are mcst needy, and increase the effectiveness of

government services through compaetition and cholce. 1 believe in
poiieioo that kaeep power close to the people -~ and that usa

states as laboratories for innovation. I believe in policies

that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase investzent -- crsate
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jobs. My agemia for economic opportunity flows from thesa
principles:

One, ve must spark an economic revival in urban America.
That's why I vant to see Enterprise Zcnes, with a zero capital
gains rate for entreprensurs and investors who locate businasscs
.and'croat. Jjobs ;n nanrica'i inner cities. Ve must braeak the
perverse dis-incentives that discourage work and encourage |
welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rulas -- stop penalizing

pecple who want to work and save =- peocple who must . the LT
\

L piSsiRg
- individual initiative to leave welfare bahingd. ~ Wosl o )
'Two, we must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by ;E

darugs. Wa're doing that through a nev initiative called Weed and
Seed -~ to "weed ocut" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and

career criainals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services.

Three, sate neighborhoods are places where our children can
learn. But that's not enough. We've got to revolutionize our
schools. We do it through choice and competition == two key
ideas at the heart of the strategy I call American 2000, We must
give parontsjé? our nation's hardest-hit communities the gsame
chciéﬁif%iéﬁgcni;, noet tha govarnment, should be frea to choose

who cares for their children -- and where their children go to
school.

Four, we must promotae new hope through honae ownership.

That's the aim of our HOPE initiative, tc give people a real
stake in their communities -~ 3cmething of value they can pass
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along to their kids -- by turning public housing tenants into
semorazs. _, fodundort— thoee. ome. ce e dhen.

Finally, !ifth, wae must assure all Americans access to basic
hoilth care -~ and we can do it without compromising choice and
quality, through my comprehensive plan for health care reforsm. N

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are ﬁ
right. aAnd I am proposing it aqain. Because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new programs, the new
bureaucracy?® E \yﬁ say, government doesn't create woalth— ';:ee
enterprise and freae peopls do. _{ vy!{l say, a government program
does not raise children, families do. A government program does
not dispense spiritual and moral guidance, churches, synagogues
and parents do. A government pregran does not build
neighborhoods, pecple do.

- I'm not a social scientist. I have never pratended to be.

I look at things from my own experience.

‘mﬂm‘ :r ‘Txmw:'vc tried the old weys of A;hiﬁgfg Now as Lincoln said
T WA think anew/™ Our approach is a radical brsak
with tha policies of the past. It is naew because it's never been
))U/}"' ~— tried before. If evar the Congress neaded a reasen to try
something new lui.t.l is Los Angales, California.
When I aaw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
Anmerican people last Friday. I was stunned, but I remain
confident in our system of justice. And when I saw the violence

and rage erupt on your straeaaets, my reaction was the same as most



! —

v 1 .40

other pecplsa. Ve all knaw we had to ristoro order. A civiligzed
society cannot tackle any of the rsally tough prodblems in the
midst of chacs. It's as simple as that. We xust never condone
violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

When I sav and read about the heroic acts, the responsible
acts, the aeizloss acts, of so iany of the citizens of Los
Angeles, my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the
future.

Seo far I have spcocken about what govarnment can do. Now let

»a talk about vhat societ pust do. I have said we can agree on
several things. For ve've tried many solutions,

spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems. But we
are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. Nothing could ba further from ﬁho truth. We have the
spirit and the gumption to go at this problam again and again
til we beat it. And we will -- if we try the right things --
things we haven't tried befors.

Even in the short time I've been hars, I could sense that
the real nnqullh of the pecple in the hardest hit areas is about
their’ ki€s. Pecple ars vorried sick about the children. I
baliave all agraa that wvhatavar wea 4o must be about the ahildren
== they ars cur future. Our actions in the waks of this tragedy
are for them -- not just hers in Los Angeles, but all across the

country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came

to see ze last January. I have repeated often vhat he and others
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sajd to me that aay.

They said that the most important problea facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. lhat's
the determining fact right nov for whether a child has hopa --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SEBA loan. It's whather
a child lives in a loving home with a mother and a father.

History tells us that socisties cannot succeed without scme
gundamental building blocks in place. The state of our nation is
the state of ocur communities. Good communities are safe and
decent. They care for their young pecple -- instill thea with
character and values and good habits for life. They have gocod
schools. Good communities provide opportunity and hope, rooted
in the dignity of work and reward for achiavement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding bonds
among individuals, and among sthnic groups, between races. Ve
must not lat our diversity destroy us. It is central to our
strength as a country. Our ability to live and work tcgether has
made America the inspiration of the world.

That's wvhy guaranteeing a hopeful future for the childzen o:
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. It's about building a nev American community. And

history shows us that government alcne cannct come close to

creating the scale and energy needed to transfora tha lives of
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In evary city in America, tans of thousands of groups, and
hundreds of thousands of individuals, who have never been

M involved befors, and vho will navar be paid ons nickal for their

RArRa

efforts, must become partners in solving our mest sericus social
problems. One need not look far for the evidence that this is
central to the SOlution. ., . .eresy =04 100 & Fam,

Right now, this ity has many of the ansvers within

itself. For example, thers are four Cities in Schools progzrams,-

One Hyndred Black X Fentoring e it
aze—al-nenders—ot (] a on in
\C‘ TS tho.r:‘ AoRDe aentoring hevye

o It instead there vers Tan Thousand
CHILDIRLEN

“‘3""“‘“‘ o ln plack Men working with im,wmd twcnty-g va Cities in Schools

g linepal Au. AT B c HILDREW
—W prograns holping[l::ispmig’c?hil en ' learn -= and 80 on with the

T lewy Beosk ) indreds of pecplae and groups that work with kids -- thers is no

= Mleesomm question that what happened last weak would have been much, much

less gsevere. 8o it only makes sanse that a large part of our
challenge is to dramatically expand the scals of what wve alrn&y
xnow works in community aftar community.

The phrass I have rspeatad perhaps mors often than any other
is verth repeating hers "From now on in America, any definition
of a succassful life must include sariring others®.

That goes for
1ngt1tut:l.om as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a docint and hopeful future for our

children, I mean this about every community: FPFirst, every group

and institution in America -- schools, businesses, churches ~--
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must do 1ts part.’ We must praise what works and share vhat
works. Second, all leaders -- all leaders must mobilize and
inspire their pecple to take action. Third, community centszs
pust 1ink those that care with those w),g need the—help. Fourth,
the media must cover what is working, so we can shars and repeat
GuUr successes many times over. PFinally, ve must change our

liability laws that frighten good people away from helping

others. .
But.) thera's something socisty must cultivate that

government cannot provide. Something we can't legislate -~ or
establish by government order. I'm talking about the moral sense
‘that must guide us all., In tha simplest taras -- I'm talking
about knowing right from wrong.

let me come back again to that little boy I spoka about
sarlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he learned that
survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
— in the midst of so much that's gone yxong -- he kncws vhat's
right. When he vas asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know vhat's right and wvzong, because vhen I
wvas four. . t's vhan I learned.®

That's got to give us hope. God dless Rudy Campbell. AN
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us =-- everyone of us in thiz reom -~ to

guarantee that Rudy and all the millions of kids like him bave a
shot at a better life.
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I believe ve are right about fanily. We are right abeut
freedom and frae enterprise. We are right about faith. And most
of all, we are right about Anerica's futurs. Wo. have the
papacity in ocur government, in our communities, and in ourselvas
to transform America into the nation we have dreamed of for
generations.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United
States of America.

TOTAL P.14
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL STATEMENT FOR CHILEAN
PRESIDENT AYLWIN
SOUTH LAWN

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1992
Friends of Chile and the United States, ladies and
gentlemen. / President Aylwin, I am honored to welcome you to
the White House -- an opportunity not pnly to exchange views, but
to return hospitality. // |

I remember visiting Santiago with my daughter Doro in

December of 1990. I will never forget how warmly you, Dona
Leonor, your family, and the Chilean people received us. //
[(Anecdote].
Mr. President, you once.described Chile's success as "the
reflection of a mature country that knows what it wants and is

able to achieve it by means of the democratic process." / That

maturity has been hard-won: Americans shared your pain during
Chile's dark years -- when democracy was a fading dream and
peace, a faded hope. / But it has been won. Today, your
government sérves its people -- and serves as a model to others.
The same may be said of your leadership: since taking
office, yYou have revived Chilean democray. / In 19__, Theodore
Roosevelt visited Chile and spoke of a "democratic experiment on

l
a far vaster scale than has ever been attempted anywhere else in
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the world." / As proof, look to next month. Your people will
vote in Chile's first local elections in twenty years.

Look, too, to the economy. -- where you have married free
people with free markets: a union of economic growth =-- growth
faster than any other economy in Latin America. / Today, your
tréde barriers are falling -- your exports rising -- largely
because as a member of the Cairnes Group, you led the way against
agricultural subsidies and protectionism. !/

I salute these achievements. So did the Inter-American

Development Bank -- turning first to Chile to implement its
'investment policy program. And under the Enterprise for the
Americas Initiative, Chile was also first to have official debt
to the United states forgiven. // The reason is not only that
our peoples share what your government called the "community of
ideas, of feelings and needs" -- we share this land. We share
more than the New World -- we share a responsibility to keep our
. world new. //

So, last February, we signed an agreement helping Chile
create an environmental project fund with money which would have
otherwise serviced debt -- though we'll continue to address
economic concerns under our 1990 trade and investment framework
agreement. // Our challenge now is to build on those beginﬁings
- aﬁd show why Bernardo O'Higgins, the father of your
independence, wrote that "the Americas [give] great hopes to

pPhilosophers and patriots alike." !/
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Today, Chile gives hope to an entire hemisphere. / With
market-oriented reforms, you've led by example. In international
relations, you're leading through integrity: Other nations count
on Chilean leédership in the Organization of American States / in
the United Nations / and in the community of nations. Your
people did the hard work of freedom in Kuwait, El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Cambodia. You joined your neighbors to defend
democracy -- first at last year's OAS General Aésembly, then most
recently in Haiti and Venezuela. //

There's a poem I learned when I was in Chile. Doro
especially likes it. It's called Machado's "Caminante." /
There's one line I remember: "Traveler, there is no road, you
make a road in traveling." //

Mr. President, I believe Chile is that traveler. Traveling
the road of history -- a history made one step at a time. Chile
offers an eloquent rebuke to those enemies of democracy -- far
left or right -- who try to mislead and confuse the people.

Chile shows how liberty can shape not only a nation of great
promise -- but a people of promises kept. //

Traveling together, Mr. President, we will keep our
promises, and make that road to a better tomorrow. /] We are
honored to welcome to welcome to Washington, as our guest, one of

our hemisphere's greatest leaders.

# # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: STATE DINNER TOAST TO PRESIDENT
AYIWIN OF CHILE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1992

President Aylwin, I am pleased to welcome you and D01/;
Leonor to the White House -- and to return the warm reception you
gave me during my visit to your country. / I learned many things
on that trip -- including a Chilean proverb. It goes: "The
shrimp that falls asleep, it is taken by the current." I use it
to scare Ranger. //

Among my memories of my trip was a lunch we shared at your
home in Santiago. In particular, I recall the pride and delight
you took in yocur children and your grandchildren. / Mr.
Presiéent, it has been said that "the greatest glory of a free-
~ born people is to transmit that freedom to their cﬁildren." Your
country's bright future lies in the hands and hearts of a free-
born people, determiﬁed to see their children born free ~--
passing liberty froﬁ_mother to daughter, from father to son. //

Today, I was reminded how your father, an esteemed Supreme
Court Justice, passed his love of law and liberty to his son:
you, yourself a revered legal scholar. And I thought of, how
over sixty years ago, our Louis Brandeis observed that "the final
end of the State was to make men free to develop their

faculties.™ He added that those who love freedom know "liberty
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to be the secret of happiness / and courage to be the secret of
liberty." //

Mr. President, Justice Brandeis could find no better example
of courage in pursuit of liberty than the Chilean people and
their leader. Today, Chileans are "free to develop their
faculties" to the fullest -- having inherited the political and
economic rights their parents worked to achieve. They've also
assumed liberty's responsibilities: the knowledge that freedom
taken for granted can become freedom taken away. / Chile
continues the hard work of freedom: defending democracy in Haiti
and Venezuela -- promoting peace in Central America and the
Middle East. //

My friend President Alywin and I first met nearly two years
ago at the White House. Today, I have again had the chance»to
obéerve his insight and eldquence. ((The President, of course,
is fluent in both Englisﬁ and French. / I'm jealous. / Some say
English is my only foreign language.)) //

Talking to him today, I knéw that Chile will continue to
export its material goods. I know also it will export its
dreams: the courage, hope, and imagination of free markets and
free peoples. Chile teaches others that political differences
never excuse indifference to the law -- and that social needs are
better met by the invisible hand of the free market than by the
iron fist of bureaucracy.

Thirty years ago, President Eisenhower spoke to your people,

saying: "We in the Western Hemisphere are still young nationé,
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these last few days, - I can't imagine the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and

about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] 1In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many yeafs in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let mé tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And
thaf now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and
badder and badder." It breaks yéur heart.

What went wro?g in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
-should -be. -Not to assign blame. Casting-blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward. | |

I believe there are some facts that .most Americans can agree
with. -Let me . spend just.a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried —; aimed at stemming
~the tide of.urban violence, drugs, .crime, .and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in tﬁe last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times és great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered.. In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of
California. Kids used to carfy just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can anydof us argue that ‘we've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discriminqtion and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. ]]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more .
simply have not worked. Our welfare systeﬁ‘doesn't get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
essential ‘as it is -- stops short of providing the people. it
serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility
is to create order =-- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created. |

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility'to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.

Think of the way it looké right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now.\ And then we wonder: why can't these people take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.

I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
"than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal fesponsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
.believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment -- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's. inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals,'and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educatiénal opportunities and social services. And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative =-- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something fhey can pass along to their kids ~- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his 1ife,in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world.

We've tried other ways to solve problems -- now is nof the
- time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to wor’k.L If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California. |

When I saw the verdict in the,Rodﬁey King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, oncevagain, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we. beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cifies is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugé? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and valugs and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guapanteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have neVer been involved beforg, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners-in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. lFor example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with béys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- anp so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids =-- there is no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we\already know works in
community after community.

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the heip. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I époke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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~—- in the midst of so much tﬁat's gone wrong —-- he knows what's

;;ggﬁ. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned.™

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids 1like him have a shot
at a better life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
- faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the

headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan

to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously

helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] 1In sum, on the same

::: :; ~
city block -- I saw(shocking) signs of hatred@signs
ofﬁi;;:-“—— .
Seamed 1o Come suddonle, but” kusws T
This t fo y ;

rage yhhas been many, many years in the making. L ¥

will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things

weren't right before a week ago Wednesday.

—_—— =

- - A - d
M " o fhivgs aven 'F g WIE
guik .Foq many cilties across Amerlciﬂfa—net rlqht.qhye mu 10t
let fhi confmer — — . . v
5 -- not here -- not in any city wher §&§§%\ e

Etztus—qu§?PeZpetuatef failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And
that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and
badder and badder." It breaks your heart.

What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward. ;o M 7"’"“1 ”" l’»‘ - - ondl M
M meMthere are someMa’::'t's that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a mlnut n those Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

N“‘l!"%ut away the studies and&}ook around our cities. Some quick

facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.



3

Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of
California. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
e e all Pt meam . TH meaws flaf 1k

kiﬂ he wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crimét)

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. ]]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more

simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people

off welfare -- it keeps them there. Ou

safety nef -- as
essenthal as it is =< stops short-of providing the pedple it
of Aok, M\u
serves a y OUtﬂff a umanizing and~inefficient cycle

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our natién's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble. | | -

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first résponsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
iearn, and jobs can be created. | | |

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how peéple
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own-family.

Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away —--
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today. X
Awericon. ferong "
Alt' time we tried something different. A fresh approachA
principles

oﬂlc Woup Lu
that give :?é’word opportunit Y real meaning for people. are

Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better

very simplé€:
than intolerance. Work is bette% than welfarét\\ppportunity is

better than entitlement. Indepe#dence is better tﬁan dependence.
Ownership is- better than tenanc§‘J“And traditional\family values
are be&#éf‘than moral relativism and government paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,

policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
eHechvenesg of
truly needy, and 1ncrease

because o@au!cﬁhm awed clotexs .

government serv1cesA lieve in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment -- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
~ stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parent; in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?”" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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spiritual guidance, churcheﬁhgo. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knockingfggors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other

half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look

at the world.

We've tried other ways to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.

But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
, twn Could (o frtur flee frutn.

nation. Ai[n other words, we have the spirit and the tlon to

u if s

go at this problem again and again until we beat it.

M

o tryﬁs.ne hlngs‘we haven't tried before.

cowld semse.
Before I arrived I énny-teidhdﬂnsﬁsthe real angulsh of the

e are worcied sicle Mﬁuacﬁ-uamsg\
A 1S we

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? 1It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuildinii::s;%onds

a y
a%én individuals, and mn ethnic groups, -bem races.

We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is

central to our strength as a country. ﬁ ‘IW“’& ““ ‘m”“‘l M“’S

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful gﬁtéﬁg for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our

o~
evidence that this iskpart of the solution.

most serious social probleﬁf. One need not look far for the
Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand

0

Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it Pnl makes sense that a large part of our
‘é£e scale of what we already know works in

(2]
challenge is tokéggand

community after community.

erhaps the phrase I_have repeated more often than any other
i i '6!~ | 4 i i sseiagimh:o
1s "Mhy definition of Ja successful life must 1nclude‘l
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.
When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our

# bowt Commpwilsy ;

children, I mean this: 'First, we must praise what works and

X M N —- all lesders - |
share what works. Second,ls- leaderskmust mobilize and inspire
the'rkeannnnit&es to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. , Wwe must change ou!:%zxﬁithat
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.
Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about

earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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PRESTIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES yﬂfﬁ%y
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for ﬁvjw“
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all M%ﬁ;:g§~

that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan wéy
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the 9&
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendousl

helpful. ////

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been\ the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of .gﬂ&éwyp
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this 7
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things

weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
0ld sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward.

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are thét he was murdered. 1In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: TIf you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of
California. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. ]]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it
serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created.

I have taken a hard look at what thelgovernment can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.

Think of the way it loocks right now to the ordinary person

on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the

1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can «
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick -- ﬁogjfj
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you Jijﬂgv
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your Q}ﬁﬂD
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away -- 4

you worry that government may come after you for fraud. b/}Pr
Every one of those things happens with the system we've got ;Nyfk

right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take

control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.
It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.
I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism. ﬂm?’r
I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility, ° N§
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are tgf;;{>
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering

government services. I believe in policies that rely on the 56% 9y

//

community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I pg;%;%bfz

believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase

investment -- create jobs. r’“#:::::::f_~’/

o

——— \ x
f’gy economic opportunity plan flgﬂE*ﬁgpm these principles: gﬂfﬁ/

<12 We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's Qﬂ - )
(

y I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains S

rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in &S &ﬂ)‘

America's inner cities.

<z§) We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and

drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the

é?b aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

G?XD We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities

the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to

choose who cares for their children -- and where their children YM&:kﬁé%b
' \

——

( go to school™ N 3

—-Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health $}p’{5
(E; care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,

through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

1 Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
ight. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
. will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new %p&iiiﬂfq

bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise ﬁ*m

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a fathe ?Uﬁaﬁfs/
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build neighbor s, citizens do.

w%fh kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching

f&ttle league or knocking doors for the United Negro College _TM;_
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to ;Ijﬁyr
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other

alf of his life trying to serve the public. Tha ’/ﬁg;/l look

the world.

e tried other ways t

ve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction

was not much different than the reég-of Americ;, as I said to the . £
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and QV}’
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same |
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.
And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other wofds, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our

—_—

cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What' s 7
.

the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope —7/
stays in school, stays away from drugs? 1It's not the level
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This $;L
Aw%/
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between racesé&yyfsw/;wgp

d
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding the bonds vﬁz

, )
W '
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is (s %yf r)J

central to our strength as a country. )
That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of

our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out

buildings. It's about building new American community. And ’(

history shows us that government/égﬁ;;t come close to creating

<«

—————
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in

need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousan k%@ﬁ;;
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the R}
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no \ﬁ;?¢
question that what happened last week would have been much, much Giiif
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our \Q% }yr
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after community. ////

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other ///
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot

t a better life. Trex”
at a better life uﬁﬂﬁ(ﬂzggs

I believe we are right about family. CHE_EEE_EiSQLTQbOut 55002?

faith, about America's future. We must ta_e\ﬁhese steps
‘“-\\/ “..‘ Som e .

\QO ' ;tﬁf
reclaim the American Dream for the people of . upiﬁ

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your G
AR , AT T
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United
States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank.the people of the City of Los Angeies for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the
headaches we've probably caused,’ but I can assure you we do plan
to leave on schedule. The policé, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible'tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I-say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status gquo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdgred a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year .

old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough

néighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And.

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlYing
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward.

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care fo welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have beén spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried ?omething different. A fresh approach.

I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word oppoftunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple:‘ Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is bétter than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies.that encourage éntrepreneurship -- increase
investment ~-- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan fiows from these principles:

We must séark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the'drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis—incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
_turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest—hit communities
the same choiées. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform. |

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As-a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College-
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business t:ying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the bther
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world.

We've tried other ways to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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8o far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
ﬁut we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

* people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

éhould be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but. all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money.. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.



9
Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement. |

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding the bonds
befweeﬁ individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone“wﬁo believes othefwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been invelved before, and who will never be paid
. one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
mest'serious eocial problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools progranms,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
- Black Men wbrking wifh boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of”people and groups tﬁat work with kids -- there is no
qﬁestion that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe.. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand thg scale of what we already know works in
community after community.

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
is "Anyldefinition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we éan't legislate ——lor establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I époke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-~ in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless fhe person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now;.it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better life. |

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

.Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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very 51mp1e. Order is better than disorder. Tolerance)is better
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I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
rolicies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are

Kin
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering q&p
government services. [ I believe in pollcles that rely on the maidede,

community for guidance and that use states as laboratoriesz] I ,yygdéj

believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase ?gzgqmmﬁ

investment -- create jobs. Ye!henad
Guve
My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles: éiifb
motf <

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's F
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in

America's inner cities.

¥
jy&\e/ We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
KD “Thi> Should be done. Fhrough
(QWﬂdrugs. L new initiative called Weed and

Seed =-- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and



,NHIngHOUSE COMMCTR THU @7 MAY 92 80:29 PG.04

B 4

6

ucareer criminals, and “seed“ those nelghborhoods ‘with’ expanded PR
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‘educational opportunltles and social servxces. tq;;

ﬂe“ﬁdst break: the perverse dis-incentives that d;sceurage

work and encourage. welfare.T:ée've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to ‘work and save and show

1nd1v1dual 1n1tiative -- the X?ry thlngs that will help them
N

leave welfare behmdj %Oﬂu /aeém‘we%mwdﬂ

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the

~aim of our gOPE initiative, to give people ‘a real stake in their

communities -- something ﬁhey can pass along to their kids -- by
tufning public housing tenants into homeowners.

‘We must ine parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices: Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who care; for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again 5ecause I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new

bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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£ spirltual;guidance, churches do. - A government program does not
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) I'm not a soczal sc1ent1st. Never pretended to be._ I*ieek-
- "”l,a?uocgfgiéomplicated point of view. As a father |

" with kids - now with. grandklds.- As a volunteer -- coachxng
little league or’ knocklng doors for the United Negro COllege 7
Fund. &s someone who spent half his life in a business trylng to
build a future for his family. as someone who spent the other

, half of his life trylng to serve the publlc. That's hoon look -
at the world. ) )

We've tried other wuys to solve problems -~= now is not the
time to re-lnvent_the'wheel. We must try something different.
our approach is different. ILet's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is‘Loe
Angeles, Califoruia.

When I sau%;he verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence ahd
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the saue
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized soc1ety cannot tackle any of the tough problems in

the midst of chaos. It's as simple as that. We must never

condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

?K; And when I saw and read about the her01c 3ets, the

(o3NJ Giti2ens o
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so man\y of
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my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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“money, and haven't ‘solved the problems. lfiff
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" nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to

go at thié problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try Soﬁe things we haven't tried before.

BgfbréfI'arrived I was told that the real anguish of the
éeople*inltﬁé‘h;rdest hit areas is about the children. This we
should be apie to agree on as well =-- whate;er we do must be
about the cﬁil&ren ==~ they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them ~- not just here in Los
Angéles, but all across the country.

four own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last &;;uary. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the mqst important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? 1It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. 7T*'s whethe:
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies

cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. Wwith all
that has transpired these last few daYs, I can't imagine the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure yoﬁ we do pian
to léave on schedule. The police, the community groﬁps, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important tﬁat I come here. Los Angéles has been the
site of a terrible tragédy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That;s why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country. |

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope. i

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a-week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. PFather? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough.
neighborhood. Think about what He has already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks youf heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causesﬁ, the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lbt further --
will move us forward. |

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. .Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crimé, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have triéd to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.

-

—————— e
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered.. In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young blacklmen are at a crisis:' If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times'
more likely to be murdered thah to enter the University.éf.
California. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that ﬁas in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youfh: can any of us argue that wé've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to loock
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. ]]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people
off welfare —-- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it
serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statisticé ~-- severest in
our nation'é urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble. |

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first respénsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard -=- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish,'children can
leafn, and jobs can be created. | 7

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.

Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you'ré sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with e system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't [these people take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of reéponsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

| It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.
I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence ié better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
cémmunity for guidance and that use states as laboratories. i
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment -- create jobs.

-My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must séark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angelés as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-~incentives that discourage
work ahd encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind. |

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities ~- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeoﬁners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care - and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. :A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do. -

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. /i look U7
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to \
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other X
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look \
at the world. —

We've tried other ways to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.

Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so manypeople, V-/Q/

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and thé gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children =-- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
ﬁoney. They said that the most important problem facing our
cifies is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. 1It's whether
a ch11d 11ves in a home with a mother and a father

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without soﬁe fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe'and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. Théy have good schodis. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding the bonds
. between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our‘diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. .It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
ngea. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for thé last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after community.

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
ié "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions aé well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and

share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten'good people away from helping otheré. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I époke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -—- everyone of ﬁs in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's fufure; We must take these steps to
reclaim the Aﬁerican Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank the people of thej;é%y—ef Los Angeles for

all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all

ATY #0D Cowrs

that has transpired these last few days, I can‘&?imagine the

2 Uis, +HAS
headaches‘%g4vég;rebab%y caused, but I can assure you we do plan

”E'ééb/”%”ﬁﬁi;aéauzkm~7'zﬂw%;;m.s4y

to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.

That's why it's important that I say a few things about this

visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
MOST™ 170 LTHNTLY
Aabout where we must nJ: go as a country.
[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a—%o:;‘time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.



2

Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. f;%w him on TV.

HIS

wn,
iﬁoks to be about eight. (Father?‘(ﬂﬂrdered a few years back.

Z Dpm!T SEE MIS . . .
AMot erg. Didn't—see—her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year

He :
old sister who has five kids of her own. 4€1ves in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- thgg can all be debated. And it

W piscisssion/ 1S _
should be.A ot to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.

Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --

He p
7Y con)

move us forward.

_ SOBHYNE NERLIIES , NoW KECOSMI2E,
I believe there are some f%?%s that most Americans ecan-agree

/%
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the si£§%251

WE HRVE T/ ED

Alots of different programs ha¥e—been—tri€§———-aimed at stemming

the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.
Lots of different programs have tried to address the need

for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job

training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care

Mometps 5
has been the subject of seme-comm1551o?{ repors& or studi?s
U sove shewr N B Folr 18 soveess Trkess fnsiEms
‘Huge amounts of monexzhave—been—speﬁt —-- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five

* u=p/
Years. Check—the—numberss xln the last decade, federal

INCRERSED
spending-want—upu£9£>these kinds of efforts.
BUT Wher) we BSSESS WHEE IS Phr mos TaneN IS, IEBtrES-tis—AtartRSE .
Pet—away the—studies—and look arocundour—citiess

Some quick
LT 1S NOT™ WHEEE WE WhngED 70 S0 .
facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.

Aoy H— et
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying,?géds are that he was murdered. In fact,fgads
e
are 4 out of 10. OUGY young black men—=re—a£ a Crisils: IT you'fe
etw = i i F
‘more likely-to be murdered than to enter the University-—ef

€alifornias Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.

Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
-’#t_}""‘és ot alcolbial clovee ave

that was in our elementary schools. AyambEr§‘f6f‘ﬁi§ﬁ“§6566I§“§f§‘
wrtene

SeViIOUs p—mbw 60-(»7
10 times asgreat. ' The chances that an 8th grader has ever used

alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of Egé lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of

poverty, racism, and crime?

2~ ﬁpnyovtd .
We have made—pfegfesszfemthng-many of the legal barriers to

discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagueJV;ur society. ]]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it

serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of



THIS /5 N7~ 7RUE,

41L§ﬁﬁ“ﬁ05aawn&dd9ﬂuf”&
We—know all too well-the-seberimy-statistics ——severest—in
UgSWcE /s,
eur-nationl's urban—areas. The é&ggégggéget—%s—this4 our cities
are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to

participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility

) rorce sl .
is to createXorder -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
A Perce

enabling order. ©re where families can flourish, children can

learn, and jobs can be created.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and &7 how

Can )
iﬁ§ responsibilityte help communities with the concerns that

really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people

can start a business and create jobs in the community,xensgﬁz
errrzens_ feepl , : o

that the—peocple not the government are making the big decisions

that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.
Cop/ss0e€ How THE Wokto unea attosn

Think—ofthe—way 3t looks righ&t-new to the
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can

live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
DeTEbrmVES % HERLTH/ CRE o NECEIVE .

Kmmxlbcaafqru,%xt/
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your

government If you
welfare benefits. If you save, *%nage to put some money away --
you worry that government may come after you forxfraud
: . & SIRVE
Every one of those things happens with the system g%*ve—get
2¥ght now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take

control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate



DISCOURRSE
dependency -- a system that would strip away personal

responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.
I\Eelleve we/must sﬂ@rt with a set of pxinciples -- princ iples
tha K\n

give the word oQRortunlt real meaning for/people T ey é;e
\

very 1mple Order 1s\hetter than dlsorder‘ Tolerance is Qetter

'\ / \
than in gﬁerance. Work 13 better than welfare Opportunity i§

; \
better/t an entitlement( Independence 1s better than dependencd

X

V \
Owneﬁehip s better than tenahcy. And tradltlonar\\:mlly valueé\

are better than moral relativish and government paternalism.

) ) . ENEOURSE ™ \ .o

I believe in policies that fester personal responsibility,

policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
r poL/cles TyhT

éggiy-needy, andxlncrease choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase

investment -- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

A REVIVAC PIRT 15 Big™

We must spark an economic revival in urban Ameri07( That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businessegaﬁk
America's inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

M7 s
Seed -- e "weeQ(out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and

:

FNINGLS 5 ton STl PV A/a
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career criminals, and "seeciE those neighborhoods witﬁfgiganded
educational opportunities and social services. [?nd I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possiblei] a”LAoa%q@wr'duaaESStmuhL/H7mwv/

We must ﬁﬁiﬁ:sfhe perverse—dis=incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people auzzgi-stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities

the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be-—free—te*™

choose who cares for their children -- and where their children

go to school. ot and torrndiduvon will hetyp o aedroradromye v
Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.
Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new prograﬁf the new

bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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spiritualAguidance, churcheS(do. A government program does not

build neighborhoods, citizens do.
, L pve
I'm not a social scientist. yEVer pretended to be. I look

o VS EN/CE
= Mok o ; a father

at things

w%ih kids -- nOW/éﬁth grandkids. Ag a volunteer =< coaching
1

1 tle league é@pknocklng dgkgs ﬁéf the Unltéﬁ egro College

Fund. As someone who spent haif his life i
i /

build \a future for his i/pily ﬁe someon

a business trying to

who speﬁt\the other
A\

half f his life trying to serve the pdblic. That's how I look

at the world. -
W 1o CONSTYCTED A SHETY aeT Bu7~ WE e wer Aoungen A WHT D

_ Row—ic not the OF PVOLTY
LADDER. - DWETON T THRT /S WHRT OOk YPPES NEED . THRT /S WIAT WWA

/s Al L7 /S B Nenw AtPeoscs) AT IS DESASERTRY MESDED .
Gur—approach—is—different.

Let's give it a chance to work. If

AsBIOA

ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my pian it is Los

Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.

o , CoNCENTRNTE N BUIYING LHLAERS oF of/nlTemsTS
A civilized society cannot in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And ghen I saw and read about the heroic acts, the

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. Fa—sum, for thlrty ears we've tried a—%otmaﬁ

Frotdead 6y g" e HloBlems REEIST
solutions Aspent a’PFIt=0r m neyp

But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt

o eonvicroN
nation. In—ethe£~wesds,_¥9 have the spirit and the gumption to7bfquf
, _ , , , We e THE
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe—even—

COUERSE 7o BUID, 70 INNOVRATE, AND T8 Do
+teo~bry-some things we haven't tried before.

Scen Seof
Before I arrived I was told that the 232¥?Z;guish of the

. L LelsE
people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. $h+7 we

AL “UhaX Ste ]
should—be—able—teo agree on—as—well --

asggzafhe children —=EHey are tngfuture. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los
Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't ézg.more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? 1It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether

) ' LoVIWé-
a child lives in a[home with a mother and a father.

TERHES US
We—kn9w—ffem—a~&eﬁgef—%efm—}eek—at-QistoryA that societies
cannot ke success$ud without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. Aad_good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. 1It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyene—who—believes—otherwisehas—been—tiving—ina——ecave
fer—thelast twenty—five—years.

The-simpte—fact—is—that ;p every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools prograns,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no

question that what happened last week would have been much, much

DifFEeEnT, i
less—severe. So-it_only -makes-sense-that a large part of our

challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after community.
Ay pps
Pexhaps the phrase I have repeatedAmore often than any other
wekr Keleny s sy ¢
is("Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the

; . . P/ T
media must cover what is working, so we can share—-and—repeat our
successes many times over. Eina&%*ﬁ1ge must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. In #e
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.
. He.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about

earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he‘ikiearned that

survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

SHOULD

That "s—get—te give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids 1like him hav9421;§ﬁ§%MMEV
at a better life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that ‘has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the
-headaches we've probably caused, but I can assufe you we do plan
.to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
-That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope. -

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status guo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he hés already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further -
will move us forward. |

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Lef me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you readvabout a young
black.male dying, odds are that he was murdered.. In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are-at a_crisis: If ybu're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're thrée times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the Uni;ersity of
California. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schoéls are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana;

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -~ in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the prbblems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. ]]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not workéd. Our welfare system doesn't get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it
serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble. |

| We in government have an absolute responsibility to

participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibilitf
is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created. |

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.

Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on =- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate



5
dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.

I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principlés
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better ‘than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independehce is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment ~- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must séark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities.

We must reclaim.neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to W Y

Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los Mﬂ%f

Angeles as soon as possible. \jigdjjw
We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage AZiil

work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind. |

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose Qho cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- ana we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world.

We've tried other ways to solve problems -- new—is—nmot—the

/ﬁbgf QU/VP9'QX'VLA4—WW0“//’_“\$W t t thi diff t.
. e mus ry something differen
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. hAnd when I éaw the violence and

rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same

v wit, h
as most other people. , We all knew that order had to be restored//

A cilvilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in n Ao
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never fw*Sk'
ALLATRL

condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never willl.
And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of(ﬁelief}—— and hope for the future.
)

J N\
fo i -
L%‘(/Qquéd}N¥jx€
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So far i have spoken about what government‘can do. Now 1let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, end haven't solved the problems.
But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In-other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real angﬁish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your an-Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said thet the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
etays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental bulldlng blocks in

‘ place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. 1It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been 1living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right how, this.community has many of the aﬂswers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
" question that what happened last week would have been much, much
iess severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge ié to expand the scale of what we already know works in
c;mmunity after community.

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more ‘often than any other
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms —-- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I époke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the persoh who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better 1life.

‘I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Adurivgy “Succe®

all they have done $hrs v151§ﬂsc_saecess£ul. With all ¢ an o
¢

that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the ?Qu“

r Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for, )
5

headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

—

|
It was (important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the

N
site of a terriblébtragggy. Not just for ou but for all of us.

~ That's why r%*s—;mpor%ene—thatlérsay a few thlngs about th*s-r*t‘Tf

visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and

AJ%F*!

about where we must now go as a‘geuﬂtry

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

. ut e | /
should be. Jdot—te—asstgmrblame. ¢ést1ng blame gets us nowhere. ;

Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward.

I believe there are some t most Americans eas agree 7<J
u&g;: Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties, i
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

—Put-away—the~studies—and-look-around..our cities.« Some. quick

g
T~ 4n 1960 the percentage of births o unwed mothers was 59.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In fact, odds
are 4 out Qf‘lo. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're

0 of |

. : . v“ﬁ(‘<
a black male between 15-25 here in Callfcrnla,Z;ou're three times ?;' Zv
A s

more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of ,:Zfﬁé
California{:)Kids used to carry just their lunches to school. admisiiony
/ m*m’ f‘éﬂo.h
V/ Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and hf‘“ y
' 0&0 M\A/‘a <
Sﬂ that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are /’VL 7

C’if1 10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
)\1 alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.
In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?
We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate, I A
bigotry and racism still plague{ﬂgaggggz;;;;f§?;_———~£§ -
Some programs =-- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -

- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more

simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people

Soc, k
. e ) S
off welfare it keeps them there. / @ur-safety netxﬂ‘ m1C€5£@'z',
e T providing the people it b

J o serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of oY /7-?7
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We/know all ell the so g StatlStICS - éeverest i
our tion's urban areas,/ The su fact is thi wd’} Cltldé/

are rious tro

j;ﬁi? government have an absolute responsibility to //
' e

solvzag these problems. Our first responsibility vV
is tg(géLute order -- not the order of a prison yard =-- but an

enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can

learn, and jobs can be created.

e (€S av
its responsibility to help/communities with the concerns that /

I have taken a hard look_at what the government can do and §<\

really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions

that affect the health, education and care of one' 's own family.
a.’ vv“aw:‘”~1y//

Think of the way it looks right now to OF a¢¢{
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -—Aﬁheu A
oJf';
isbwand—i5th—~of-every memtlr. Government tells you where you can \&Zﬁg%ﬁ‘
‘ : DR
b live --)uwhere—your-kide-go-to.school. When you're sick -- !F-L

J‘Ltil government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you “ﬁé}(‘
GQFRJ;T E %? part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
r712;wbwelfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away --
ou worry that government may come after you for fraud.
¢£5d1a3I5 Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take

control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away /personal K///
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.
Ve
It's time we tried something different. A fresh approa‘ﬁ(“\éhygﬁgd;
ke o
I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles );2/

that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. -‘Phey—are ﬁpv'KAx
~very simple: Order iS better.than.disorder....Tolerance..is.better

_than—iftoTerancer—Work is-better than-welfare —OPPSFEUATLY is :
better.than-emtitlTement.-Independence~is-better-than dependence. |

A

AT

are-betterthan moral relativism and government patérnalish.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase

investment -- create jobs. 775

/

My—eeenemie—epportunity plan flows—from.these principles ... =

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses ii &///
America's inner citieif‘“* QV«*( o bv‘"*%éﬁ Fer‘ em/’l UMQ ) m
We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded

educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to

Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los

Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage

hQ"“/ work jand encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
oY S; stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churchessdo. A government program does not /

) v AR ¥
build neighborhoods, é4 do. #V”
(@ I'mnot a soc1af sc)fén'mw*,‘ Nev;*:np/etended to be. I look | A£ ¢
\\ S— } .g. J
at things from a more ncom plicated p01 of view. A§ a father i;f{£ u‘“
1 e

/

with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer --s coachlng \*”
}

Fund. As someOne who spent half hlS life in §fbu51ness trying to; L/’
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life trying to ~serve _the public. That's how I look }

ot RN
at the world.

; Wewﬁgifzied other ways to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We mus? try something different.
Our approach is different. Detls glveﬁng; chance to work. If ;X:
ever the Congress needed a reasog\to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.
When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and |
rage erupt on your streets, Qnce.again, my reaction was the same f 
ot sl v (o8 e |/
as most other people. We all knew thaE{grder.hadmLOMbOmaesaased
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.
And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Befere.l arriyved I was-teld-that fhe real anguish of the v/

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? 1It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.



i | 9

Good coAmunities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schodls. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of

our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out

buildings. It's about building a new American community. And

history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution. -

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself,__Forﬂexample, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
. question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
-community after community.

Perhapslthe phrase I have repeated more.often than any other
is "Any definition-of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for iﬁstitutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me cémé back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better life.
| ‘T believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about América's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO’T&E“C UNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

(ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all

that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the

—+ouble
C-r (“‘/F\"C
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the

we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan

Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block =-- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week agc Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status gquo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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well the sobering statistics -- severest in

our nation's\ an areas. The Summary fact is this: our cities

are in ser'bugw ouble.

We in governﬁént have an absolute responsibility to
participate in Solving these problens. Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the oraer of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created, |

I have taken a harg look at what the government can.do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own Property or a home, how people
can start a business and create Jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own‘family.

Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you thé money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells yvou where you can
live -=- where 'your kids 90 to school. When you're sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
f;nd part-time work -- You worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put.some money away --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take

control of their lives ~- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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ependency -- a system that would strip away personal
esponsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the

Ystem we have today.

It's time we triea something different. A fresh approach.

beliéve Weé must start with a set of principles -- principles

at give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better than welfara. Opportunity is
bdtter than bg’é.{(t?gment. Independence is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
arg better than moral relativigm and government paternalism.

I believe in policies at foster personal responsibility,
malke
policies that refoeus—entitlement programs te serve those who are
Programs fhat G peaslt chooicts aud Fosie comtt ARGy |
truly needy, : a4 : : i

pm\:yacru:) )u.5+ like SerprisarestetoTHe mu% Mﬁ{,weﬁ DU

government services. I believe in policies that rely on the P‘f.“‘k'k

S v
oy At olietes g iouka:("s boat &G 2 v |
ggn‘{r{n%n%t? for guidance andp,‘that use ;t:ggs aberatertes, *%L‘“"@;_

G
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase ‘1'2%

investment -- create jobs.— P W tStowyin €xonple on nelin-e

lan 4o revive swn ecaqo v Yazed wu
Myfmm?mm‘ttmﬁm these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's

/evpla.L_q u)ka,+'+l~u1_m> (e<plarn ubat ot Lé)
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with’a zero rvabpital gains
wILeiPIASE 0

-

rate for entrepreneurs and investors who lgaa-tc businesses in

. America's inner cities.
We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and

. U~
drugs. We're doing that through a—nmew—initiative——catied Weed and
g VO_YOA

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhcods with expanded .
o _ oo TH gadkine in Phidla dtl p bas

educational opportunities and social services. , An e sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as socon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -

Are

- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the

aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their

———— =

communities --. something they can pass along to their kids -- by
‘turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parénts in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -=- and we can do it without compromising choice and guality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed g¥1 this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. ‘Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will sav, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A govefnment program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens: do.
I'm not a social scientist. Never-pretended to be. I look
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -~ now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world.
We've tried other wiys to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. V We must try something different.
Lods fwn oud At 1 um a»{e,m',ys‘q e otk wink. adh ga-l- rid ofF vf"ocL.dMOC/k'-'
Oour approach ff lfferent."Let's give it a chande to work. If \« ouy

(gaj.
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los

Angeles, California. I¥ W fre Anean P””Y’Q\'M,uﬁk
réasovi o suppo vt "y ¢ {an{ b Los Mcé{,(_ﬂ-. cCalifonia .
n

When I s the verdlct in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American‘people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people; We all knew that order had to be restored,
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough probleﬁs in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone viélence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.
And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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et me first thank the pecpls of Low Angeles for all they

have done during my visit. with all that has transpired thease

last few days, I can imagine the headaches cur visit hag caussd,
but I san &ssure you we do plan to ieave on schadula, The

police, the comrunity groups, tha Mayor's office, the GCovernor: , :
Everyons has basn treasndously helprfui. |

~

Compunity has besn the site of a terrible tragedy. Not Just for

you, but for our country -~ and sveryons around the world whe
looks to Amarica as a model of freedon and justice. Tha

t's way I
want to say a faw things about my visit, to speak with you shout

vhat I've sesn in this city -~ and nest importantly ~= about |
]
Whers we must go as a nation. Por as I said yesterday at Mt. ’

i
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This tragedy seemed toc come suddenly but it has been many,
xaNY years in tnc}nnking. .I know it will take time to put things
right. I could have said "put things right again®, but that
would miss the point. Things waRan't right bsfore a week age
Wadnesday. Things aran't right in too many cities across
America. We muet not return to the status quo =- not hers -- not
in uﬁy ¢ity vhera the systel perpatuates failure, hatrsd,
poverty, and despalr.

Lot me toll you s little story about Rudy Campbell. I saw
‘him on TV. He looked to be about aight. His father was murdersd
a fgw years back. I didn't see his mother. Rudy is raised by

. his twesntyetwo ysar old sister who has five kXids of her own. He
lives in South Central. Think about what he has already besn
through. And that now he says he fears that things will only get
"badder and badder and badder." It breaks your heart. But va
can't stop there. Our children nesd mors than sympathy.

What vent wrong in L.A. == what wers the “underlying
causes", the “root problens® e= that can all ke debated. And it
should be ~=~ but not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us
novhera. Honest talk and principled actions will gat us a lot
further == vill move us forward. That's what we must do for oup

childran.
o
We nust nf;art> with »
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aizmad a atemaing the . tide/of urban wolence, dyugs, <ozinme, and
social decay.

Lots of Yifferent/pro
intentions -- have tried to avdréss the heed f%r adequate

JraEs and polivies -~ il with nobsle

housing, educatioeny jobs and 44 training., Everytfing from child
care\to walfare @ subjgcot \of some
commission, rap

\

--é’one astinates are as

nigh as tvp and tventy-tife years.
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Much of this effory/ went to : net -4 tao provide

SORe GaC ng 1-\ - Evyen An the last

dagade, federal’ spendinhg wey 2 A 5/ QL sfforts. t

aeth7 vas 3. /Nov it is 27%. 12 Fou read abix:: a young black
m¢17 dying, dds \are that he vae 4‘5 red. In fagt, tha odds are'
almost 1 out/of 3.

school. Today mome ¢

ust their lunches to
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schooly. Dxuy and xlceho S8 are serious ams jllost

everywhere. The Shances that an sth grader avar used 1cénol

is 70%, and there's a 1(_n 10 chance that h® or she has use

zijuana..
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We in government have an absolute rasponsibility to Rheolp
solva thosg Problems. oOur firse responeibility ig to presarve

order -- not the order of A prison yard -- put ap snabling order,
Ons vhere families can glouriah, ehildeen can learn, and jobs can
Be crested, AU’V |

I have taken a hard look at Vhat the governmant can do and
how it can help communities with the concerns that really matter:
how paople can own property, own their own hone, start §
business, create joba, ensure that pacpls not government maka the
big decisions th?t atfect the hc‘lth, sQuéatien and care of one's
own family.
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Governdent prowdes You just. sviough cash ¥o

the bar; Necassitiag. Yovarnuent tells You where yeu can live

things\happang ©ith he system we'\e gat
can't £olks on welfare take
where’s their sense Of ‘Responsibility?

-3 1 ves -
If we hgd sex oyt ty devise) 3 stan AL vould perpetuate
depsnden &l t it would Strip away dignity ang

PErscnidl responsibility -- we could hardly have done bestter than

the system ws have oday,
M — V ]
Every Amsrican knows it's time we tried sonething difrerent,

‘A fresh approach == & radical changs in the way wa look at
velfare and the inner city sconcay.
Ve must atart with policies that foster personal

responsibility, policies that refocus entitlement programs to
Sarve those wvhe are 208t nesdy, ana increass the effectivenass of

governnsnt services through competitien and choice. I believe in
Policies that kesp powver close te the people =- and that yge
utatas as 1ahoratprioa for innovaﬁion. I believe in Policiaes
that encourage oﬁtrtprcnnnrlhip -=» increase investaant -- create
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That's why I vant t0 sae Znterpriye 2

ones, with a
gaines rate

Zero capital wﬁ#%
Ior entrepreneurs ane investors who locate'buuin sses
and creats jobs ip Azgrica's {nnep clties,

,~ Ferverss dis-incentives that discourage

Kmﬁd:“£y valfara. we've got to reform our AFDC
*théﬁNw» People who vant ¢o work and save «-
h@ﬂ'“}g individyal initiative

&Nrilaij Two,
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aleng to their kids -- by turning public housing tenants inte :
honsocwners. )
Finally, 2ifth, ve must assure all Americans access to basio
health care -~ and we can do it without compromising choice and
quality, through sy comprehensive plan for health care. reform. L -
. — ‘ , Q0
B Sone Will say, "youlv Qposed Al this begére.v 5‘”)
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por¥ac T will say/ government doesn't create wsalth, fres
shterprise and free pecple do. I will say, ; government progran
doas not raise children, families do. A government program does
not dispense spiritual and moral guidance, churches, synagoguss
and parents do. A governkent program does not build
nsighbérhésds, peopls do,

I'm not a social scientist. I have never pretended to be.
I look at things from my cwn sxpsrienca.

Wa've tried the old ways of thinking. Now as Lincoln saia
Pit is tise to think anew." Our approach is a radical break
vith the pelicies of the past. It im new because it's never baen
tried before. If ever the Congress needed a reascn to tzy
something new it is Los Angeles, California.

When ,I saw the,verdict in the R
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me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agres on  (y

saveral things.

AT

are not a morally, spiritually, or intellactually bankpupt
nation. Nothing could be further froa the truth. We have the

%

#pirit and the gqumption to go at this problem again and again
until wa beat it. And we will ~= if we trxy ths right things ==

N

things we havan't tried befors.
EVen in the short time I'Ve been here, I could sense that

B

the real anguish of the people in the hardeat hit areas is about
their kida. Feople ars vorried sick about the children. I

k5

balieve all agres that whataver we do must be about the ohilaren
-= they ars our future. Our actions in the wake of this tragsdy
ars for them == not just have in Los Angeles, but all across tha

country.
Your own Meyor Bradley was ameng a group of mayors who came

to sea ma last January. I-have rspeatsd_of! R
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\\;Ej_ﬁiiiififéiﬁsiE;E‘aiyh They didn't sk for mora pregrams or more 5
BORey. They said that the most important problen faocing our
cities is the dissclution of tha fanily. They're right. Wnat's
the determining fact right new for vhether = child has hope «-
stays in school, stays avay from druge? It's not the lavel of
federal aid., It's not 3 HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
3 child lives in a leving home with a nother and & father. o

Hisvory talls us that societies cannet auscesd vithdﬁz sone
fundamental building blocks in place. The state of our nation ia
the state of our communities. Good commupities are safe and
decent. They cars for their young people =~ instill them with
charagter and valuss and good hadbits for life. They have good
schools, Good communities provide spportunity and hope, rooted
in the dignity o2 work and revard for achievement.,

80 this is obviously not & orisis Just of economias. This i
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding bonde !
among individuals, and among sthnic groups, batwean races. We
TUSE not let our divarsity destroy us. It is central to our
strangth as a country. our ability to live and work togethor has
zade Amarica the inspiration of the world.

That's why guarantesaing a hopeful futurs for the children of
our cities is about s lot more than rebuilding burned cut
buildings. It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government alone cannot come close to
creating the Scals and energy ﬁqggod o transform the lives of
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Pecple in need. Anyone who balisves otherwiss has heen living in
& cave for the last twenty-fiva YeRra, .

In every city in Amarica, tans of thousards of groups, andg
hundreds of thousands of individuals, who have naver been
involved bafors, and who will never ba Fald one nickel for their
efforts, must bacome partners in solving our most serious social
problams. One neesd not lock far for the evidance that this ig
central to the solution, _

Right now, this comnunity has many of the answerc within
itself. ror sxample, thers are four Cities in Schools' Prograns,
thare are %% members of One Hundred Black Men nentoring boys in
§outh Central Los Angeles. JI¢ instead there were Tan Thousand !
Black Men working with boys, and twventy-five citiss in Schools :
Prograzs helping hispanic children learn -~ and =0 on with the
hundreds of peopls and groups ﬁhlt work with kids -- tnore is ne
question that what happened lagt week would havs bean much, much :
less savars. 5o it only nakes Wehss that a lazge part of our i
challenge is to dramatically expand the scale of what we alrsady
know works+in community after eonaunity.

The phrass I have repsated Perhaps more often than any other
is vorth vepeating hers "rFrea new on in Ameriom, any definiticn
©f & successful life must inolude serving othara®, That goss for
institutions as well as individuals,

When we lock to ensurs a dlccnt and hopaful future for our
children, I ICIn this adout .voxy community: First, every group
and inseitutian in America ~~ schools, businesses, churches --
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RUSt do it part. We must praise what works and sharas what
works. Second, all lsadars -= al}l leaders must.mobilize ang
inspirs their paocple to taka acticn, Third, community centers
aust link these that cars with those who nesd the help. PFourth,
the sedia must cover vhat is working, so we can share and rapeat
Our succasses many times over. Finally, wa must change our
liability iavs that frighten good pesople away fronm helping
others.

But. thare'’s sonething society must cultivate that
government cannot provide. Something we can't legislats =~ or
establish by governmant order. I'z talking about the moral senss
that aust guide us all. In the sioplest termg == I'm talking
about knowing right frem YTong.

LAt =8 come back again to that little boy I spoke about
eariisr -« Rudy Campball. Thers's a lasson he learned that
survived the horror and the hats. In the midat of all the chaos
-~ in the nidet of so much that's Jone srgng -~ he kpows what's
right. When he vas asked about the viclence, here'!s vhat he
salq, *whq!*laould know vhat's right and wrong, becauss when I
Vas four..: that's when I learned.”

That's got to give us hope, God bless Rudy Campbell. ana
God bless tha person wvho carad encugh to teach him right from
vrong. Now, {t's up to us e= sveryone of us in this room == %o
Fuarantes that Rudy and all the millions of kids like nim have &
shot at a h,:toF 1ife. ‘

”




SENT BY:Xerox Telecopier 7020 ; §- 7-92 ; 2:36PM i OPD 2138944996413

¥ 85-87/92 15:22 WHITE HOUSE =+ 20245687739 NO. 235 P13
P —

. . - e ﬂ .

LOS RNGELES: A THU 87 1Y 92 12108 Pa.o1

ght abgut

generations.

Thark you for tha conviction you have to ast on your
bslisfa. Thank you for all ysu hava dona. God bless the United
gtates of America.
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