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PRESIDENTTAL REMARKS TO'%‘%%MQTY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY §, 1992

(ACKNOWLEDGMENTS)

let me,first thank the people of the City of Los Angéleé for
all they have done_to make ‘this Jis;t S0 sugcessfql. With all
that has'frahspirgd these last few days, I can't imagine the
Ineadaches wg've probably caused, but I can assufevyou we do plan
to ieave on scinedule. The police, the community groups, the
Maycr s ﬁffLCe, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful. _

It was important that I come here. ~Los Angeles has bheen the
gite cf a terrikle tragedy. Nét just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important ihat I say a few fhings about this
\1=1t, to speak WIth vou about what T'Ve seen in this city -- and
abouT where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdots(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same

city bleck -- I_saw shocxinq signs of éa:red azg remarkable Slgns X
EHO" vc-cc sSpee e;uu-?‘e_e oC
of hope. G I)Ya”,g w 3 - 34..,\.&, u-e_dtd:e €
Yw t.ugs--.....

This tragedy has 'been many, many years in the making. It

&%

will take a long time to put things right. I could havé said 1&51ﬁi‘
"put things right again", but that would miss the p01nt<<&hings 5»
weren't right before a weex ago Wednesday >7The status quo here, fii;ﬁ
and in too many cities across America ds _not right. We must not
Teturn to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despalr.

X ow oi’ e su-. o—@ r:.@bw.
(e K %;—4 *Ccs.&e/ wce& w‘_’ Liz;" =



T2
Let me tell you a littlie accut Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV}'
Looks to be about eight, Fatheo? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? 'Didnit see hér. Rudy 1: raisad by hiS‘fwenty-two year
old sister who has five kics -7 ner own. Lives in a tough
- neighborhood. Think about ‘vz:= ae has already been through. And
that now he séys ne feafs.:haa .n;“gs will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It brea;ﬁ ;Tur heart.

What went wrong in L.3.  -- ~hat were the "unéerlyiné
causes”, the "root prerlems™ - - ~hzt can all Ee debated. And it
should be. Not te assign bl.:-- Zasting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled a;""fnz will gét us a lot further --

will move us forward.

I believe there are é;:e ‘. 'tz that most Amériéans can agree
with. Let me spend just a i .- En those. Since the éixties,
lots of different programs ?a'z <zen tried -- aimed at stemming
the tidé of urban viclence, :r :». crime, and social decay.’

Lots of different prcgrz-: -=ve tried to address the need
for adequate housirg, for hz: .- : care, for educaticn, for job
training. Everything from ch. .. -are to welfare to health care

has been the subiect of some 'z .ssion, report, or study.

I:?uge amounts of money -~z . -:zen spent == some estimates ares
as high as two and a half tr:._ ..z dellars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: ZIv:: in the last decade, federal | é ,Jt

spending went up for these Xin.z :f afforts. 7 %Fv.g 1% a@g

- Put away the studiés and _.:i arsund our cities. Some qulck koot

facts: in 1960 the percentass - zirths to unwed mothers was 5%.



Now it is 27% --.5 times és great. If you read about a yduhg

. black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. Iﬁ fact, odds

éfe‘4 out of 10. Our young blagk men are at a crisis: If you're.

a2 black male betwsen 15-25 here in California, you're three tines

more.likely'to be murdered than to enterztﬁé University of

Ca;ifcrnia. Kids used to'garry just their lunches to sghool;. o

Between 1987 and:lsél, 134 guns were seizéd here iﬁ‘L{A. - anﬁ lgjg)
o . ’ 90&3 -~ veotly e;..‘[w'-:'ze.

that was in our elermentary schools. ‘Numbers for high schools arz

10 times as great. 'Thé'chances that an‘ethfgrader‘has ever uséd
alﬁohcl is fo%, and there's a2 1 in 10 chance that he or she has

.used narijuana. ‘ | | '

Iﬁ tha wake of the L.A. riots ~- in the Qake of\the crack'x'
apidem;c -= iz the wéke of the lost generation of ggyer-city (?QR)
youth: can any of us argue that wasewe solved¥the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime? . ©%~ 3°'A—' Proovees lave

We have mada progress rembﬁing manylof the legal barriers to
diécrimination and equaility. [[ But you don't need to lcok
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
biéotry and racism still piagues our society. 1] |

| Sore programs == I'm thinking of a program like Head Stafél—
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more'
1si§ply have rnot worked. Our welfare system ddeén‘t get peoplae
off welfare -~ it xeeps thenm there.- Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- gteps short of providing theApeople it

serves a way out of a derurmanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty,



We know all too well the s
our nation's urban areas, Txz
are in serious trouble.

We in goverrment have zn -

4 2

obering statistics -- sevérest in
sunmary fact is this: our cities

responsikility to

3o.ute

participate in sclvirng these :.-zklers. Our first responsibility

is to create order == nct th=2 . -:

enabling'order. One where Zawol

of a priscn yard -- but an

=
=<0

‘zs gan flourish, children can

learn, and joks can be crzazz:z.

T have taken a hard lcgéx

its responsibility to help zor-

-vaa

really matter: how people

can start a business and cre:zz.

that the people not the

govern
that affect the health, educa-

O

" Think of the way it locs:
on welfare;
1st and 15th cf every month.

live =~ where ycur kxids go tc

government tells you what dccose

find part-time work -- you werr

- welfare benefits. IZ ycu save
you worry that government
Every one of those

right now.

L imm

Government prov:i.z.:

hzt the government can do and
,i;éies w#ith the concerns that

.t: ptcpg:ty or a hoﬁe, how people
=23 in the community, ensufe

-2 are making the big decisions
and care of one's own family.
3Rt now to the crdinary person
j:; the money you live on -- the

SETOmenT

tells you where you can

=35Ci. When you're sigk ==
o ou'll see, and when. If you
zhzt Fovernment may cut your

~2nhage tC put scme money away -~
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dépendancy - éAsyétem that would strip away personal
responsibility -~ we could hardly have done better than the
_ systen we have today. _
iﬂ\\a\\l .It'_s tinme we tried _s_omething different. AA fresh approach.
0xl I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
1032;#9 :55: give the word opportunity real me;ning for people. They are
c' very simpie:"Order is berter than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. ﬁork is better than welfare;‘ Opportunity is
bé::er,than entitlement.,Indepéhdenée is better than dependsance.
' Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family'values
are oetter than noral relativism and governmenf paternalism.
1 believe in policies that foster‘personalwrésponsibility,
policies that refccus entitlement programs to serve those who aré
truly nee;y, and-increase choice and competition in delivering'
government services. I believe in policies.that rely on the
comzunity for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that enéourage entrepfeneurship -~ increase
investment -- create jobs. '
My economic opportunity plan flowé from these principles:
We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want <o seeAznterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entreprereurs and investors who locate.businesses in
dmerica‘s inner cities. ' : C)_ws{"'t—t-

We must reclai eig no*bocd w rava crlm
Wl wse 3' 'glk, o&e&_\'ﬁ

drugs.¥ We're doing that tnrough a newvw initiatlve cal" ed Weed anc

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers a d




C ' TWhoeo w
(gﬁak‘fZi .&yﬁ°*%b‘ d*.oizgsrﬁk .
ep™ ™ eV o=k

career criminals, and "seed" |thcse neighbofhodd with expanded

'educiii:nal cpportunltles andsocizl servzces) And I've sent to
) _ |

Ccnaressqggz;;bin urgent reguast Tce Dring Weed gnd Sseed to Los

.dn Angeles as soon as possikle.

¢ A
L ‘ We nmust break the psrverzz Ilis-incentives/ that discourage

.t;ndﬂ*/ work and encourage welfare. “1.--:e got to reform.our AFDC ruies -
‘)&ﬁ}ﬂ/ - stop penalizing people wh:':;:aga to work/and save and show
“quﬁ “individual initiatlve -- thz v, things

\pr' 1eave‘welfare behind.

We must premote new nops iriugh hofte ownership. That's the

a; .
aim of our HOPE initiative., =@ :.ve pedple a real stake in their

;3&!f} comrunities -~ something the ..: nas along.to theif kids -- by
d{flff{ turning pubiic housing -en-hzﬁ ~TO jjomeowners. - |

. o We must give parents.;:v;_: na ion‘g hardest—hit‘coﬁmuniti;s
the same chcices. Parents, -:- == governmenﬁ, should be free to
chocse who careé for their cn.i..rsph -- and Qhere their children
Jh go to school.

%QBN Finally, we must assucze =:.’.

Lj%? care == and we can do 1t Wit

smaricans access‘to basic health
cernpromising choica.ana quality,
through my comprehensive plar -Er health care reform.
Some will say, "you've - Tcsed all this baforé.“ They zare

And I am proposing :z/: :in bhecause I am right. Some

will say, "Where is the new jcnzy, the new program, the new

bureaucracy?" I will sav, -’ernment program does not raise

children, families do. a gvva"‘—ant program does nct dlspense
ses ed ; & - &*&‘-% Ow" Co monad ‘HC— ‘5 ‘fo
That PRIl by the f)  comdiwation ald local
E;i (S ol 5&%? G~ ) ?ﬁv rmu&zuie' “ﬁt L
5 53% . ﬁ&%ﬂ%1 “ed.VL &V» -8 vu_a o 7



spiritual guidance, churches do. A governmanf program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do. '

| I'n not a social scilentist. fNever pretended to be. I look
‘at things frém 2 more uncomplicated point of view. as a father
with kids —;'ngw Qith grandkids. As a velunteer -- coaching',
llittla league ér knocking doors for the United Negro cOi1ege
‘ Fund. As someohe who speﬁt half his life in a business trying to
ruild a futurs for his famiiy#h As. someone who spent the other

“half of his life trying to serve the public.. That's how I loock 1L )
. , . ._,"(Sc:&—né ,rw

her w. /s to solve problems -- now is not the

at the world. bod ol
.We've tried-

‘tine ¢t : We must try sometﬁing different.

Our approach is different. Let'svéive it a chance to work. if

Lgck )
ever the Ccngress needed a reason to pass my plap’ it is Los _
- 2
. Angeles, California. ‘ o <~ urﬁhb*lL /*A“zzz;7

When I 'sav the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction

was nct much different than the rest of America, as I said io the
Arxerican people last Ffidayr And when I saw the violence and
rags erupt on ycur streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be resﬁoted.
4 civilized scciety cannot tackle any of the tough problehs in
‘the midst of chaqu It's as simple as that. We must never
‘condone violence and brutality, and T am confident we never will.
And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the:selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of reliaf ~- and hope for the future.



So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let

-
1

me talk about what society mus I have said we c¢an agree on

ot

saveral things. 1In sum, for =hi-<+ vears we've tried a lot of
sclutions, spent a lot of =moma and haven't solved the problems.
But we are not & morally, spir;:ﬁa;ly, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we =a7: =ne spirit and the gumption tc

go at this problem again

o)

nd ‘z:z2.n antil we beat it. " Maybe even
to try some things we haven': =r-e3 before.
Before I arrived I was =:l3 rhat the real angulsh of the

people in the hardest hit areas .s about the children. Thisg we

ghozld be able to agree cn as .:.. -- whatever we do must be
akout the children -- they ar:z -r-z future. Our actiens in the
wake of this tragedy are for .:.:: -- not just here in Los
Angeles, but all across the ccunzoy. |
Your own Mayor Bradley was szcong a group of mayors who came
' have -zreated often what he and others

(88
'.J.

1ty
i

~'T say more programs or more

oney. They said that the

]

rtant problem facing our

o
-

g)

0 ses me last January. I
;E%Eir:aid to me that day. Thuy

cities is the dissoclution of ==

1w
"
W
'!

n21ly. They're right. What's

the determining fact right now . hzther a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away fr-m 2rugs? TIt's not the level of

d%ﬁjb ederal aid, It's not a ¥UD zr:-< cr an SBA loan. 1It's whether

W ® child lives in a heme with a zzther and a father.

‘k’ : We know from a lecnger ter: L:ck at history, that societies

[

%&? : cannot be successful without szc-z “undamental building blocks in

place. The state of our natizn .z =:

]

2 state of our communities.



9 . .
Good coﬁmunitiés are safe and decent. - They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for_life.. fhey have good schools. And,good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rootad in the dignity of_ﬁork and reward
for achievenment. | | | _
\ .SO this is obviously not a crisis jﬁst of econcmics. This
is about rebuilding our épirit; It's about rebﬁilding the bonds'
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, betwéen races.
' We must not let our diversity destroy us. oOur diversity is-
central to our strength as a country.
| That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities 1s about a lot aere than rebuilding bur ed'out.
’ ' better oc4
buildings. It's abcut building a-gs: American community. And
history shows us thaf governmeﬁﬁ_cannot come close to creating
the scale ahd énergy neaded <o transform the iives of people in
nead. Anyone who believes ofherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years;

The sinmple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individualé,
who have never keen involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their éffcrts, ﬁust become partners in solving our
most se:ious éociai proklems. One need not look far fo: the
evidence that this is part of the solution,

Right now, this community héslmany of the answers within
itsslf. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there ars xx members of One Hundred Black Men ﬁentorinq boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead fhéfe”Qéié—Eih'Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and‘twenty-five'cities in Schools
) programe helping young pecpie lzsarn -- and so on with tha -
hundfedé‘of pecple and groups that work with kids -- there is né
'question'that4what happened.las::week woﬁld have been much, much -
less severe. So 1t only makes sznse that a large part of our
~challenge is to expand the scals >f whétjwe-alréady'know'works in
community after community. N ‘ o '

Perhaps the phrase I have renzated ﬁore‘oiten than any other

'{s "Any definition of a successful life must include service to

others", That goes for institu:zicns as well as’individuals, (SDCR
when we look to ensure a dzcent and hopeful future for our J}

! : . \ © .

children, I mean this: First, w2 nmust pralse what works and 4255
| ' \

share what works. Second, our l:z:ders must mobilize and inspire ‘gl!

their communities to take acz:izn. Third, community centers must

£ 4
Y

1ink those that care with thesz 2o need the help. Fourth, the « (o¥ 7‘}
media must cover what is workin:z, so we can share and repeat our
successee many times over. Finaily, we must change our laws that
frighten good pecple away frsn =aiping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate <nat government cannot provide.
' something we can't legisiate -- cr estatklish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral SEnsé that must guide us all. In
gsimplest terms == I'm talking apout Knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again tc tnat little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. Thereé's a 1eséonlhe'§ learned that

" . survived the horror and the rate. 1In the nidst of all the chaos



11
-- in the midst of so much that'eAgone.uzgng_-— he know 's
right. When he was asked about the vidlence, here's what he
said} "Théy should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned." '_ | |

That‘s'got to give hs hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. Aand
God'bless'the persen who cared enough to teach nim righﬁ from
wrong.. Now, itis up ;o ug == evefyone-of ué»in this'rdom -= to
guarantee Rudy and all the mill;ons of kids like him ﬁave a shot
at a better life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaiﬁ the,émerican Dream for the peopie of our cities.

Thank you for the convictioen you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. lGod blaess the United

states of America.
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.
I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They ar
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is bette:
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and goverﬁment paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment -- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities. (n%{’* ¥

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and

="}

or reduce taxes. <+~

I signed an executive order permitting
lower their debt,

and cities to sell their infrastructure to the private
and channel the proceeds back into their communities to

last week,

|

build new infrastructure,

That's |why,

states
sector

Loen—
K
?“xchﬂ31yﬁ“
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KuOhIE:GMENT

Let me flrst thank the beople of the City of Los Angeles for
31l they have dcne %o nake this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine ths
Readaches we've rotably caused, but T can assure you we do plan
to leave on sciedule. The police, the community'grcups, the

Mayer's coffice, the Gcvernor: Everyone has been tremendously,

It was imporIant that T cope here. Los Angeles has been the
ite cf 3 zerrikle tragedy. Not 3ust for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that T say a few things about this

-l .
s

Cu akout what I've seen in this city -- ang

<

akbcut where we nusT now 32 as. a country.
.Arecdeza(s: frea <our and meetings.] In sum, on the same

city zleck -- T saw shecking aéiés cf hatred and remarkable signs

23 wertior) b & ¢
ot noge. (5l S T e eaples o€ o

#9hlew S .- L
Thls tragesdy nasVieen ~any, many years in the making., It ¢E;if;:
Wwill tzke a long zime to put things right. T could have said wq 7.t
J RV

, . gt
T things right again", but shat would nmiss the p01nt<<&hings wel Hi
[ Y

C
weren't right cefcre a weekx 4gc Wednesday. /The status guo here, f;b&é

ard in too many citles across America is not right. We must not

T8LUra o the STAaTus QUO -- nOt here -- not in any ci
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Let me tell you a iz .:uz Rudy cambell. Saw him on TV.

Looks to be about eight., = | ardered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. = - -xlsed ry his twenty-two year
old sister who has five u: . © cwn. Livas in a tough
neighborhood. Think abcu= - 33 already baen through. and
that now he says 12 fsars - -7z will only get "badder ars
badder and baddzr." It - Joaeare,

What went wrong in .. --T ware the "underlying
causes", the "rcot prozioer. “ToZan all be debated. Ang i-
should be. Not tc aSSi?“. :¥Ting blame gets us nowhere.
chesﬁ talk ard zrincizl:s | .11 gat us a lotr further --

will move us forward.

I believe there arsz :-. - TOAT most Americans can agree

-

with. Let me spend just oz . Thcse.  Since the sixties,

lots of different procgrana | ‘T nried -- m 5 S‘LS*LQ)

the need

for adequate hcousing, f-- - ~&:. Ior educaticn, for job
training. Everything f-:o- -7¢ 0 welfare to health zare
has been the subiect of so= ~Zion, report, or study.
I:guge amounts of mcrney srent =-- some estimates are
as high as two z2nd a hai- == :z-lars over twenty-five
Years. Check the numtass: —ne last decade, Feder ed e;t
spending went up for theza . Erer s.;7 {- ?iﬁfﬁg 'sz
Put away the studizs a- cround our cities., clome guaick kcwu”t»

facts: in 1960 =:he EEercanr--. IThf To uanwed methars was 5%,
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, cdds are =-~z= ne was murdered. In fact, oddés
are 4 out of 10. Our ysung tlack rmen are at a crisis: If vou're
a clack male betwsen >5-25 hReras in California, you'rs three tines
nore likely to be zurderad thar s enter the University of
Cailifcrnia. Kids used %2 cars:- _ust their lunches to schcol.

(oCR3

e seized here in L.A. -- and

3etween 1587 and 1951, 124 IUnE war
sod - ~uwif ewqlasize

“

that was in sur e.ementary szhzcls,  Numbers for high schools ara

10 times as grea:t. The zharcss =rat an 8th grader has ever used
alcohel is 70%, and there's - - n 10 chance that he or she has
used rariiuanz,

In tha wake cf +he 1.3, 7722 ~= in the wake of the srack

sr-demic -= in the wake < the 23t generation of p%ner-city (?Ck)

youth: can any of us argue =:n-- kRS so1vedzzw7’problems of
- c)ev.r'{"- _F""%Ms L&"e

poverty, rac:ism, anrnd criss

We ave

éiscriminaticn

= ===t e e L M- T LI r ]
gl —"’—’—EZ;;Q%rcgrams == I'm thiniizgz of a pregram like Head Start -

- have shown time-testad pesitive results., But many, many more
gizmply have not worked. Ouxr v2_.Izre system doesn't get peocpla
Off welfare -- {t keeps thex =sere. Our safety net -- as

fss8ential as it 1s -- stops shzov= o= groviding the pecpie it

sServes a way out of a deruranicinoa ' cycle of

poverty, | ,éi;ﬁ*kd%
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We know all too well z<na: fring statistics -- ggxg;.st in
our nation's urban arcac - mary fact is this: our¥cicies
-are in serious trouble.

We in goverrment havae J.2Tz responsibility to
participate in sclving the« s our first responsibilicy
ils te create crder -- -cz - s .L£ a priscn yard -- bur an

;kt enabling order. One wher: 2an flourish, children zan
H“) learn, and icks can be cr..
wh
Cjbp‘,-PCpm\ T have taken a har= . - :ng*g viifment can do anc
;aséiéEh tha concerns that
really matter: how pec:tic *TIperty or a home, how pecpi
can start a business ard - - o the comnmunity, ensurs
that the people nct the zo vz making the big decisions
that affect the hezlth = -2 zare of on2's own family

Think of the wawv iz - T now to the crdinary persor
on welfares. Governrenz pr= =he meney you live on -- the
1st and 15th cf ever, zor-h Tent tells you where you can
live -- where veour xifsz 3¢ - - “hen you're sizk --
government teils you whazt - 1. see, and when. If vou
find part-time wecrk -- vau ZT Zovernrment may cut your
welfare benefits. I vcu == 3T IC put scme money away --

{) you worry that govaernmens - o Zter you for fraud.
Qﬁ ‘;V' Every one of those =r: “inz with the system we've gezs
' A= 9

right now.

ol vy, '
e LA( t e
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Y M '\'\(—b)
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:wstenm that weuld perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal

zesponsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the

systen we zave today,

T
-

gl
S

4y
- d

's tine we tried something different. A fresn apprcach.

1 believe we nustT start with a set of principles -- principles

ve tThe vord opporiunity real meaning for pecple. They are

inple: Order is zerter than disorder. Tolerance is battar

Tolerance. Work is ketter than welfare. Opportunity is

than zntitlement. “ndependence is better than dependence.

Ownersnir :s bae=ter than <8narcy. And traditional family values

ter Tnan neral relativism and government paternalism.

bel:eve in pcliciss thas foster personal responsibility,

policies <rat refeccus entitlement programs to serve those who ars

truely

gcvernn

3edy, and lincrease choice and competition in delivering

@nT services. I pelieve in policies that rely on the

Community for guidance arnd that use states as laboratories. I

in zsolicies %hat &relurage entrepreneurship.-- increase

)Q_ <. : Tt
investment -- create jobs. <:C&*Udﬁ0“' “L"*°r% \

"a

eccromic cpportunity nlan flows from these principles:

AusSt spark an econcric revival in urban America. That's

I wWant o gee ZInterprise Zones, with a zero capital gaing

Tate Icr antrapreneurs anrd investors who locate businesses in

2 . ' o1t
amer.ca‘s inner citles. Cj?~9¥=u£>

mUST reclaig .eigh' rh v i d :
fﬁ we st o BT RS U ?K&Cr,iﬂjeufé‘mo& res ide
drugs.¥ w

e're doing that through a neyw initiative calléd wWeed ang

o

v it




(k)

career criminals, and "gzeec"

educagfonalk*gportun-t Zes -

an urgenrnT ToT

Cengress
Angeles as socn as possiil.

)
L We must break the gar

b) k and encourage welfar:.
Oyﬂﬂﬂ/ .emcouoage.oaopﬁc 0 ©Wov L
- stop-penalizing peccie=—

Uu.h—

indiVLdual initiative -- =-- .

leave welfare behind.

Mrf¢/ We must prcmote new -

WK' aim of our HOPE Initiative
J/
comrmunities -~ scnething =
<
&jﬁ turning publilic housing <=n-.

J

We must give parerts .

ths same chcices. Parer--.

{

choose who carss for thei:

\ go to school.

0,

(& nail
{@M\A Finally, we nust ass.:-
J%? care == and we can do iz . --.

through my comprehensive =>-.

Seme will say, "ycu'vs

And I am propos:ing

will say, "Whsre is the -e-

buresaucracy?" I will sa° |

A children, families dc. 3 3¢
-OC B SE_A 'e-{ - L"k ot (//—
TRt EERIROeS by B

el o
- . e

":.2 2ll this before.®

C?as d* Luh
i R
el

neighborhoodsg with expanded

Ll services) And I've ssnt -o

>ring Weed and Sssd to Los

SIrm OUr AFDC ru.eg -

]
% home ownership. That's =+s
;egsle a real stake in ctheir

A-J’uiong to their kids -- b' QGW

-z f/c‘n owners. (,\.v\ﬁu"\' “F;>

z7.on's hardest-hit communities

_# Fsvernment, should be free to

~ -— and where their children

-=f.cans access TO basic healzh

Q

mising choice and quality,
-221Th cars reforn.

They are
czcause I am right. Scme

ne new prcgram, the new

‘ThenT program dees not ralse

“T sragran does nct dlsperse

o ~-r _ce ol werd 5 3 —{0 q_l
e Lol e

C{‘\&\g-a. vu‘.?
’



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhcods, citizens do.

I'n not a sccial scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things frem 2 more uncomplicated point of view. AsS a fathar
with %ids -- now with randkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
littla leaque or Kneccking doors for the United Negro College
Furd. As scmecne who spent half his life in a business trying to

fulild a futurs for his family. As someone who spent the othar

S how I loock @.

——

—‘*”"';#gggﬁﬁi we wocst rejec t
. B i 22—

t0 sg@lve problems -
eratracd taed  chomse .

We must try something di{fferent.

half cf his life trying =o Serve the public. That!

Our apprcach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. 1If )
8ver the Congress needed a reason to pass my @plan/ it is Los C9i>
: . California. | < (el pen
angeles. California Y on %gl;;f5147?
wren I saw ths verdict inp the Rodney King case, ny reaction
w&S ncT nmuch diffarent than the rest of America, as I said to the
Armerican people last Friday. And when T saw the violence angd
rags erupt on ycur gtreets, oance again, ny reactiqn was the same
S most cther pecple. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized secciety canrot tackle any of the tough problems in
ths midst of chacs. zIt'g as simple as that. we must never
condone violerce and srutality, and T am confident we never will,
And when I saw and reag about the heroic acts, the
responsikls acts, the selfless acts; of so many of your pecple,

My reaction was one cf reliaf ~e and hope for the future.



[EB]

So far I have spoken atcus nar goverrment can do. Now let

me talk about what societ

1)

- have said we can agree on

several things. In sum, <or S --T0 rears we've tried a lot of

sclutions, spent a lot of -=-- ind faven't solved the problems.ch@*hs
But we are not a morally, =L LUy, or inte lectuall ankxrunp+ .

nation. 1In other words, w= - - "2 spirit and the. s
\«’-"\‘GS"\'\Q “he crioig ef g e — CT\‘\‘?CE i

-ntil weSEEEms it.  Maybe aven
Lernk

to try some things we have- - =1 zefore.

Before I arrived I wasz - AT the real anguish of +he
pPeople in the hardest his 1-- - #&cut the children. This we
should be able to agree cn - .~ w~hatever we dc must pe
akout the childrer -- they a. liTure.  Qur actiens in the
wake of this tragedy are 7.- = Ot just here in Lgs

Angeles, but all acrcss =-c

Your own Mayor Bradlev Ingoa gfoup of mayors who canpe
¢}»K;§*) O see me last January, I _ zzated often what hRe and Jthers
FV*I said to me that day. They i 31 Tere programs or more
5$§fﬂﬂb) oney.' They said that <he --. TeTtant problem facing our
é%g;;;%ﬁtitiesil the dissclution =:- mi.Y. They're right. What'sg
' - —
- the determining facs right -~z nxther a ch;ld has hope --
)Ei;yd stays in school, stays away .7 ruzs? It's pot the level of
L (fdJikederal aid. It's not a =uz - - -~ an SBA loan. It's whether

:gpf£§BE child lives in a heme wien “her and a father. (jushm)
We kncw fromq§5==E§tﬁaaa;s==i;-=s-hist::z,.that sociaeties

cannot be successful withzuz - . v.ndamental puilding blocks in

place. The state of our SATLTT L. Tte state of our communities.
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‘Gcod comnunities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people --— instill them with character and values ard good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rootad in the dignity of work and reward
for achievenent.

So this is obvicusly not a crisis just of econcmics. This
is about rebtullding our spirit. TIt's about rebuilding the bonds
Detween individuals, and between ethnic groups, between racss.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. oOur diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for tha childrén of
ties is abcut a ict more than rebuilding burned out

bettey oc s
buildi1gs. It's abcut building a-qzu-American community. and

our ci
istory shows us that government cannot come close to creatin
the scale and energy neaded =o transform the lives of peocple in
need. anycns who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-rfive years.

The simpie fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and nundreds of thousands of individuals,
whe have never kteen involved befcre, and who will never be paid
one nickel for :heir eficrts, must become partners in solving our
mest sérious social proklems. One need nbt look far for the

e@vidence that this is part of the sclution. ' ,*

Right now, this cornmunity has many of the answers within L )
“LQ Cce

itsslf. For exarple.

there are xx merbers of One Hundred Black Men mehtcring boys in



South Central Los Angeles.

r

Black Men working with bovs

* 5

“n
&l

I L”stead tbere were Ten Thousand

.-— and so on with tha

hundreds of pecple and graups :nat werk with kids,gﬂzthere is no

question that what happened

~ —

~veek would have been much, nuch

less severe. So it only maxce iase that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the =+ . -2 yhat we alreaay know works in
community after community.

Perhaps the ph;ase I 2ave :r2ated more often than any other
is "Any definition of a succaziioil +ife must include service +t»

others"., That goes for

When we look to ensurs
children, I mean this;
share what werks. Sescond,
their communities to

link those that care

-

media must cover what is wor

successes many times over,

frighten gcod pecple awav

-

s t“. ==

Lz

~.03 as well as individuals,

(oc*

‘.L}L
w,

Yﬁiﬁ

-.-nT and hopeful future for our

» must praise what works and
--~ders must mobilize and inspire

“hird, community centers must

<z Fourth, the «\;;9

.0 need the help

s
-~ W

w8 can share and repeat our

i3y, W@ must change our laws that

’

<

"-.z'ng others. Finally, there's

somethlng society must cuiti-
Something we can't legis’ate
I'm talking about tha moral
simplest terms == I'm talkin
Let me come back again

earlier -- Rudy Campkall.

survived the horror and the -

Fs - -~

~at government cannot provide.

-r astaklish by gcvernment corder.

zhat must guide us all. 1In

. -

1220t knowing right from wrong.

little boy I spoke about

lesson he's learned that

(S in &

b

1@ midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -~ he Knows what's
right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's fight and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That‘s-got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us --'everyone of us in this room---‘to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kiﬁs like him have a shot
at a bettar life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about .
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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Office of the Attorues General
Washington, B. €. 20530

May 7, 1992

MEMORANDUM TO: PAUL KORFONTA

FROM: EUGENE SCALIA7£§§
SUBJECT: MAY 8 LOS ANGELES SPEECH

Here are DOJ’s comments on the full speech; you will recall
that we already sent those on pages 5 and 6, concerning Weed and
Seed. Explanations:

Pages 9=10: Delete the reference to Cities in Schools,
which is not fully a private program but in fact relies"on a
large degree of federal funding, channeled through DOJ, that we
should not propose increasing 6-fold. ‘

Page 1: This speech at times removes individual
irresponsibility and plain criminality as causes of the rioting.
The Administration should not be attributing the riots to
"failure, hatred and despair” ~- they were to a large degree
committed for fun and profit. For this reason, delete the rest
of the page from the second to the last line after ”any city
where,” and add: “violence and disintegration of the social
fabric are the order of the day.”

Page 2: Tt is the administration’s position that not enough
"programs” have been aimed at the broblems I have struck out:
That is, crime in its various forms has been repeatedly denied by
social planners for being a "root cause” in its own right.

Page 3: References tc ”racism” deleted for three reasons:
We need to avoid suggesting the verdict was the result of racism.
It wmay have been, but it is bPremature to conclusively state the
verdict was wrong, and of course it is another leap to say it was
wrong due to racism. Second, for reasons given with respect to
page 1, we should not suggest that the cause of the riot was
oppressive conditions the rioters live under. And third, there
is consensus among social scientists that racism ranks fairly low
among the problems encountered by the inner-city poor.

Page 3: “Inefficiency” is the least of the problems of
poverty.

Page 4: ~0Our cities are in trouble® is a very broad
statement that could get the Administration in trouble.
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Page 4: The government does not have a ¥responsibility” to
help people own homes. It is this expanded concept of the
government’s role that we mean to be fighting in this paragraph.

Page 4: It would be disastrous for the President to refer
to poor, inner-city blacks as the alien "these people.” He
should identify with, not hold out at arm’s length.

Page 8: The language changed belittled the enornity of the
task. This isn‘’t a tennis match,
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I believe in revolutionary change for our education systen.

Change that will deliver a quality education for every child in
America. No more business as usual.

—

H

P.6. 4 L¢¢ﬁéé ﬁéf;7g@<;£;22f24£257 p

It takes bold ideas to solve big problems. For the first time
in cur history, we have a set of six national education goals.
We're on a course to attain those goals and in the process
create the best schools in the world for all our children.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING VIEV[ORANDUM A
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‘ PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS%G.E‘,EM
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Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



»

[ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

DDDM
Group

Draft One
|

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO'%‘&E‘ C&'IMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
' FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

 Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angéles for
all they have done to make this visit so sﬁcceésfﬁl; 'With;all o
that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plén
to leave on schedule. The.poliée, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: ﬁveryoné has been treﬁendously
helpful. |

'It was important that I come'here; Los Angeles has been. the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not ]ust for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and mee£ings.] In sum, on éie same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkablé signs
of hope. - . | A

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put thingé right agaip", but that would miss the point. Things

weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

" and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the.

status quo perpétuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on Tv.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And
that now he says he fears that things Qill only get "badder and
badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
| What went wrong in L.A. - what.were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
should be. Not to assign blame. Casfihg blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further -
will move us forward.

I believe there are some facts that most Americéns can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of ufban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different_programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care té welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the nﬁmbers: Even in the last decade,.federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
- black male dying, odds.are that hé was murdered. In fact, odds
are 4.out of 10. our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
moré likely to be murdered-thaﬁ to enter the University of |
california. Kids used to carry ﬁust their iunchés to schdol.
-éetween 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were'seizéd heré in L.A. - aﬁd
‘that was in our.elementary schools. Numbers for high scbools-are
10 times as great. The chances-ﬁhat'an 8th gféder-has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's é'l_in 10 chance that he or éhe,has'
‘used marijuéna. |

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of thellost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the pfoblems of
povertY, racism, and crime? |

We have made progress reméving many of the legal barriéré to
discrimination and equglity. t[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagués our sociefy. 1]

Some programs -- I'm thinkiﬁg.of a program like Head Start -
= have shown time-tested positive results. But'many, many more
simply have not worked. Oﬁr-welfare system doesn't get péople
off welfare -- it keeps them there. ouf safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the peopie it
serves a Qay out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty. -
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We know all too well the sobering statisti;s -- severest in
our nafion's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our éities
are in serious trouble. |

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participaté'ih solving tnese'problems.  6ur first rgsponsibility
is to create ordér == not thé;ordef of a prison yard -- but an
-.enébling order. One where families.can flourish, children,can.
learh,'éﬁd jobs can be created.

~ I have taken a hard'look_at what the governmeht cén do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how'people can own properé& or a home, how people
‘can start a business and create'jobs in the coﬁmunity, ensuré'
" that the{people nof the government are makihg the big decisiohs
that affect the health, education and‘caré of one's'oﬁn family..

’:Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person

oﬁ welfare. Govgrnment provides YGu the money you live 6n -~ the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where ybu can
live'-- where your kids gﬁ-;o school. When you're sick --
governmént-tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. if you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to putvsome money away --
yoﬁ-worry that government may come after you for fraud. |

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take
control of their lives -- where;s their sense of responsibilit??

If we had set ogt'to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency =-- a syétem'that would strip away personél
| responsibility ~- we could hardly haQe done better than the
.system we have today.

' ft's time we tried something différent, A fresh approach.
I beiiéve we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for-people. They.ére
ivery_simpie:v Oorder is better'than_disorder. Tolerance is better .
- than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better théh-entit;ement. Indépendence is better than'dependence.
. Ownership is better ﬁﬁan tenaﬁcy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism;"

I believe in policies that féster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to sérve those who are
truly needy, and inq;;jse c?;&%iwgnd Fompet?tion in deliverin%ﬂﬁifﬁﬁﬂs
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the . ' )
community for guidance and that'use‘statesAas laboratories.] I
believe in policies that encourage eﬁtrepreneuréhip -- increase
investment -- create jobs. | |

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We muét spark an economic revival in'urban America. - That's
why I want to.see Enterprise Zones, with é.zero capital gains
rate fof entrepreneurs and inveétors who locate businesses in
.America's inner cities. | |

We mﬁst réclaim'neighborhobds now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doihg that-through a new initiative célléd Weed and

Seed -- to "weedlout" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanaed
educatlonal opportunltles and soc1al services. And I've sent to
congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as p0551b1e.
We must break the berverse dis-incentives that‘discourage

work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules - Shﬁ

. mavr\eé‘!
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and seve and show (v
-individual initiative -- the very things that will help them rnbﬂﬂdg
- S | o x|
leave welfare behind. hvi h b fy
: _ @ ; {

We must promote hew hope threugh home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE,iﬁitiative, to give peopie a real stake in their
communities -- something,they can'pass along tdltheir kids -- by
turning éublic‘housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
_the same choices. Parents, not.the government; should be free to
choose who caree~for their children -- and where their children
go to school. :

Finally, we must assure all Amerlcans access to ba51c health
care =-- and 'we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureeucrecY?" I will say, a government pregram does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidahce, churches do. A government program does not
“build neighborhocds, citizens do. | »

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more ﬁncomplicated point of view. As a father.
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer - co&ching
little league or knocking doors for the United.Negro College
,Fuhd...As scmecne who spent half his life in érbusiness trying to
build a future fof his fémily.A As someone who spent the otﬁer
half of his life féying_tc serve the public. That's how I look
at the world;

We've tried other wuys to solve problems - -- ﬁow is not the
time to re-invent the wheelb We.must try something different.
our approach is dlfferent. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, Callfcrnla.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, cnce again, my feaction wasfthe-same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society canﬁot tackle any-of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as,simple_as that. We must never
condone violehce and brutalitf, and I am confidcnt we never will.

And when I saw and read about the heroic'acts, the
. GJ+lzensC)Q L,Al?
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your peeople,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope fo: the future.
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So far I have. spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I ‘have said we can agree on
_several‘things. In sum, for thi:ty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
But we are hot a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have ﬁhe spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beaﬁ it. Maybe even
to try some thingé we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. oOur actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeatéd often what he and 6thers
vsaidnto me that day. They didn't say more programs oOr more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our.
cities iS’ﬁhe dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's nbt a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a lonéer term look at history, that societies
cannot be ;uccessful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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éood cémmunities are safe and decent. They care for their youné
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, footed in the dignity of work aﬁd reward
for achievement. |

So this is obviou#ly not a crisis just of ecoﬁomics. This
is aﬁout rebuilding our spirit. It's ébout‘rebuilding'the~bonds
-béthgeﬁ individuals, and Eetweeﬂ ethnié groups, between faces.
' We must ﬁot let our divefsity destroy us. Our diversity is
centrai_to our strength as a country. .

.-That's why guaranteeing a hopefu;-futhre for the children of
our cities is about a lot more'than.rébuildinéﬁburned.out
buildings; It's about building a new American community. And
~ history shows us that gbvernment cannot qome‘close to creating

the scale and energy needed to trapsform the lives of peopie in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years. - |
The simple fact is that in e&éry city in America, tens of
thousands of groups,Aand hundfeds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, énd‘who will never be.paid
‘one ﬁickel_for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. Oné need not loék far for the
" evidence that this is part of‘the solution.
Right now, this commuﬁity has ﬁény of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boyé in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men werking with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helplng young people learn -- and so on w1th the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
questlon that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after community. '

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more then than any other
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes fer institutions as well as individuals.

: when we.lpok te,ensure a- decent aﬁd'hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: first, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the~help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our 1aws that
frighten good people away from heiping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government‘cannot provide.
Somethihg we can't legislate -- or estabiish.by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

.~ Let me come back again to that 11ttle ‘boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong —4'he gggwg_wggglg
;;gg;. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, “They should know what'soright and wrong, because‘when I
‘ was four... that's wbenTI'learned;" |

That's got to glve us hope. God‘bless Ruoy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach hlm rlght from
wrong. Now, 1t's up to us == everyone of us in thls room - to
guarantee Rudy and all the mllllons of klds llke him have a- shot
at a better 11fe.~~

I belleve we are rrght about family. We are rioht about
- faith, about America's’future. ‘We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the.oonviction wou have to act on your
.beiiefs~ Thank 'you for ail you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los-Angeles for
all they have doneyto make this visit so successful. With‘all
that has transbired these last few days, I can't imagine.the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan
to leave on schedule. The police, the'community groups, the
Mayor's'office, the Governér:, Everyone haé been tréhendously
helpful.

It was important thét I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, buf for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what i've-seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meefings.]‘ In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but tﬁat would miss the point. Things

weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here;

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not
return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambéll. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be abouf eight. father?. Murdered a few years back.
Moﬁher? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has fivé kids of her own. Lives in a tdugh
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through;' And
that now he says he fears that things will only éet "badder and
badder and badder." It breaks your heart.

What went wrdng in L.A. -- what were the "uhderlying
causes", the "root probiems",-- that can all be debated. And it
should be. Not to éssign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions Qill get us a lot further --
will move us forward.

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sikties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of ufban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, fof education, for job
training. Everything from child care to weifare to health care
has been the subject of some commissién, report, or study.

Hugé amounts of money have been,spént -- some estimates aré
as high as two and a half trillion dollars overvtwentyéfive
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of éfforts;

Put away the studies and look around our cities.: Séme quick

facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed-mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young

black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In féct, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
a black ﬁale between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of
California. Kids used to carry just their 1unch§s to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th gréder has ever used

alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has

‘used marijuana.

In the wake of fhe L.A. riots -~ in the wake of the crack
epidemic - in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved thé problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progfess removing manylof the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our socieﬁy. 1]

Some programs -- I'm thinking_of.a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive resulfsf But many, many more
simply have not wérked. Our welfare syétem doesﬁ;t get péople
off welfare -- it keeps thém there. Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stop; short of proViding»the people it
serves é way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know a11_£00'well the sobering statistics -- severest 'in
our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble. |

We 1in government have an absolute responsibility to
participaté in solving these problems.l Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the o;der_of_a priéon yvyard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learni and jobs‘can be created.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own proper£& or a home,Ahow people
can start a business and create.jobsAin the community,-ensure
that theiﬁeople ﬁot the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, éducation and care of Qne's own family.

Think of tﬁe way it looks righﬁ now to the prdinary person
on welfare.’.Governmept'provides'you the money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government teils you where you can
live -~ where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
governmént-tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save; manage to put some monéy away --
-you worry that'government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then_we wonderi why can't these peopie take
control of their lives';— where's their sense of respansibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a. system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today. |

it's time we tried.something different. A fresh approach.
I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better thaﬁ entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
Owneiship is betfer than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better fhan moral relativism and government paternalism..-

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice énd competition in delivering

government services. I believe in policies that rely on the

pommunity for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I

believe in policies that encourage ehtrepreneurship -- increase
inveétment -— create jobs.
My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:
We must spark an economic revivai inlurban America. That's

why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains

rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in

_America's inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. . We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services._ And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed éndeeed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis—incenti&es that discouraée
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
~individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. Thaﬁ's the
_aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
oommunities -- something they can‘pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowmere.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hif communities
the same choices. - Parents, not_the government, should be free to
choose who caree for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure ail Americans access to basic'health
care —- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for healﬁh care feform. |

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right.' And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build'neighborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more dncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent hélf his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life frying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world.

We've tried other wuys to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something'different.
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. 1If
ever the Congress_needed.a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angéles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw thelviolence and’
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same .
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored. -
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that, We must never
condone violence and_brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read about’the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the probiems.
But we are hot a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
naﬁion. In other words, we have the épirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and agdin until wé beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the}real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
‘about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across‘the country.

Your own Mayor Bradiey wés'améng a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what hé and others
said”to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the d;ssolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays aWay from drugs? it's not the le?el of
federal aid. 1It's nbt a HUb grant or an SBA.loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with’a mothef ggg a father.

We know-from'a lonéer term look at history, that societies
cannot be ;uccessful without some fundamental building bloéks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. Theyicare for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide'
opportunity and.hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We.muétAnot let our diversity destrdy us. Our diversity is
central_to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful futﬁre for the children of
our.cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildingé. It's about building a new Aﬁerican community. And
histbry shows us that govérnment cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every,éity in America, tens of
thousands oflgroups, and hundreds.of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, énd-who will never be péid
one nickel for their efforts; must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not léok far for the
evidence that this.is part of the solution.

Right now, this commuﬁity has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black‘Men mentoring boys in
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_South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men wérking'with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
proérams helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -~ there is no
questidh that what happened 1aét week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in -
community after éommunity.

Perhaps the phrase I have repéated more often than any other
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That éoes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure_a decent aﬁd'hépeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must préise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need tﬁe help. Fourth, the
media must cd&er what is working, so we can share and repeat our
‘successeslmény times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
“frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
'I}m talking about the moral sense that‘must guide us all. In
simplest terms -- I'm talking'aboutvknowing fight from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There'é a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chéos
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-- in the midst of 'so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he

" said, "They should know what's right-and wrong, because when I

was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bleés Rudy Campbell. And
God bleés the person who cared enough to teéch him right from.
wrong.' Noﬁ, it's up to us -- eQeryone of us in this réoml-- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better life. |

I believe we are right about family. We are right about

~faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to

reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.
Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your:
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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[ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Let me first thénk.ﬁhe ﬁeople éf.the city of Los‘Aﬁgeles for
all they haveAdoné ta make this visit so,suéqessful." With all
‘that has transpired these last few days, IAcan't imagine’the |
hgadéches we've probably caused, but I ‘can assure you we do plan
to leAVe on échedule; The police, the‘communify.groups, the
Mayor's office,.the-Goverhor: Everyone has been.tréﬁendously
helpful.

It was important fhat ; come here. Los Angeies has-beén the
site of a terrible tragedy. _Not just for you, but for all of ug.
That's why it's_important that I say a few thihgs about this
visit,:to speak with you about_what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we ﬁust now go as a country; ‘

[Anecdoté(s) from tour and meefings.]‘ In sum,_on-the same-
city block -- I saw shockiﬁg éigns of hatred and‘remarkabie signs
of hope. |

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time-to put things right. I could havé said
"put ghings right again"; Bﬁt that wou;d miss the point. Things
weren't right before'é week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,
and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not
return to the status quo';- not here -- not in any city.where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.



© 2

Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. saﬁ him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? AMurdered a few yeare back.
‘Mother? Didn't‘see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old 51ster who has five klds of her own. Lives in a tough
nelghborhood.. Think about what he has already been. through.~ And
that now he says he fears that thlngs will only get "badder and
badder and badder." It breaks your heart.

What went wrong in L. A. -- what were the "underlylng
‘causes", the "root problems" - that-can all be debated. And'itv
" should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a~1ot'further -
will move‘us forward.d

I believe there are some facts. that most:Anericans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those., Since the sixties,'
" lots of different programs have been tried ~- aimed at stemminol
the tlde of urban violence, drugs, crime, and sooial deoay.

‘Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimatee are
as high as two and a halfvtrillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check;the_numbersr Even in the last decade, federal
. spending went up for these kinds‘of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities._vSome duick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -;-5 timeé as great;- If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are:that'hé was murdered. In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: 1If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the Univérsity-of

. California. Kids used to carry just their luhches to school.
Between 1987 and 199i, 134 gunéiwere seized here in L;A. -- and

" ‘that was in_opr elgmentary séhoois. Nuﬁbé:S'for.high séhoois4are‘
.10 times as Qreat. " The chanceé_that an- 8th Qrader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's alllin 10 éhance‘that he or she has
used marijuana. | '

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in thé'yake.of the crack
epidemic -viin the wake of the lost genefation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've soiVed the probléms éf
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have-méde progress rémoving_mahyjbf the legal barriers t¢
discrimination and equality. ([ But you don't need to ldok
further than the graffiti on the next street to see‘that hate, -
bigot;y and raciém still plagues our society. 1]

Some progréms -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, ‘many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn;t get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there.- Oﬁr safety net -- as |
essential as it is =-- stob; short of'providing_thé people it
serves a ﬁay out of a dehumaniziné'and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the soberihg statistics -- severest ‘in
our nation's urbanAareas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble. )

We in government have an absolute responsibility to-

' part1c1pate in solv1ng these problems.:_Our first resbonsibility
is to create order - not the order of a prison yard --.but an
enabling order. - One where families can flourlsh chlldren can
learn, and jobs can be created.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its respon51b111ty to help communltles with.the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people-
can start a business and createvjobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the o0vernment are making-the big decisions |
' that affect the health, education and care of one's own famiiy.

Think of the way it looke right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live om'-- tue'
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
government‘tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time‘work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. 'Iﬁ you save, manage to put some money awvay --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every‘one of those things happens with the systemlwe've got
right.now. And then‘we wonder: why can't these people- take
control of their lives -- where's their sense .of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise_a system that would perpetuate
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depeodency -- a system that WOgld strip away personal‘
_responsibili;f -- we could hardly have done bettér than the
s&stem we hové today. |

It's time we tried'something differen;. A'fresh.approaoh.

I believe we must start with a set of principles --1principies.
that give the word opporfﬁnity real méaning'for people. They are
very simple:. Ofder is better'than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is bétter'than welfare. Opportﬁniﬁy is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than'dependence.
‘ownership is beféer than tenancy. And traditiona1 family values
afeobetter.than moral relativism and governpeht paﬁeroalism; |

I believe in policies that foster porsonal responsibility;
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
trqiyAneedy, and increase Choice.ond competition in delivering
government seryices.g I believe in policies that rely on the
community for'guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that-encourage ehtrepreneuréhip -- increase
investment -- create jobs. |

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must spark an-economic reviva;'in urban America. That's
why I wantvto'see Entérprise Zones, with a zero'capitol gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesseé in
America's inner oities.

We muét reciaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

~Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminaié, and "séed“ those neighborhbods'with ekpanded
educétionai opportunities and §ocia1 services. And I've-sent to |
Congress today an urgeht request to bring Weed,and Seed to Los
Angelés_as soon as possible.

We must break the{pervérSe dis-ihcentivés that'discéurage‘
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules - -
- stop penalizing.peoplé wﬁo managé to'ﬁork and.save and show |
iiindividualAinitiative - the very things that will help then -

.léave welfaré behind. |

We must promote new hope thfough home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiativé, to give peéple»a real stake in their
communities -- something they.cah péss along to their kids --'by
turning‘public housing teﬁénts into homeowneré.

We must give parents in our nation's hardeéf-hit comnunities
. the SAme choices; Parents, nbﬁ_the gévernment, should'belfree to
~“choose who careé for theirlchiidren —- and where their éhildren
go to school. |

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic'heélth
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quaiity,
through my comprehensive plan for healﬁh care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
‘right. And I am proposing it again because I am right,v Some
will say, "Where is tﬁe new money, the new pfogfam, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say,.a'government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program-does not dispense
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spiritual guidance, churches do. A governmenﬁ program does not -
-'build neigﬁborhbods, citizens dd. | -

I'm n&t a'social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more ﬁncomplicated;point of view. Aas a féther
with kids -- ﬁow with grandkids. 'As a‘Qolunteer - éoachihg
little league or knocking doors for the.Uni#ed“Négro College
Fund. As someone who spent half hiS;lifé’in a-business trying to
buiid a fufﬁre for his family.'_As éomgone who spent the other
half of his‘iife frying'to se:veithe public. 5Tha£'s,how I look -
~at the world. |
We've tried other wuyé to solve problems -- now is not the
 time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something differént.
Our‘approadh is different. ‘Leﬁ's'give it a chance to work. .If
ever the Congress neededla reason to pass my plan itvis Los
Angéles,‘éalifornia.

" When I saw the verdict in the'Rodney'King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of Amerida, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
-rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We ali knew that order had to be.restored:‘
A civilized society cannot tackle any of thé tough problems'in
the midst of chaos. It's as simple aé-that. We must never
condone violence and brgtality, and I am confidént we never will.

And when I saw énd read about the hefoic acts, - the
responsible acts, the selfless acts; of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So-far.I have spoken about'whét,governmght can do. Now iét
me talk aboﬁt what society must do. I have said we can -agree on
several thingé.~ In éum,‘for thirty years we've tried a lot of -
solutions, spent a ldﬁ'dfimongy, and ﬁaven\t solved the problems.
But we are hot'a-morally, spiritualiy, or intellecﬁually bankrupt
ngtion; In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this probleh again and again until we}béat it;'~M§ybe even
to try some things we haven't‘tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the réal anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well =- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not.just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

- Your own- Mayor Bradléy wés_among a group of'mayors who came
" to see me last Jénuary. Ai have repeated often what he and 6thers
saidAto me that day. They didn't say more programs or more |
'money;' They said that the most importaﬁt problem facing our
cities is the dissolution 6fAthe family. They're right.'that's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in sdhool, sta?s away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's nbt a HUD grant or an séA loan. It's whether
a child liveé in_a home with a mother ggg‘a father. . |

We know from a longer term look at,history, that societies

c;nnbt-be ;uccessful without someé fundamental building blocks in

placé. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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éood communities are safe and decent. They ca;é for their yourng
people -- instill them with character and vaiues and good habits
‘for life. They have'gpod schools. And good communities provide
6ppoftuni£y and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement; S |

So this is.obviously nqt-a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuildihg oﬁr spirif. It's abbut.rebuilding the bohds
betweenAindiﬁiduals;Aand between ethnic groups, between races.

- We must not let oﬁr diversity des;roy us. Our.diversity is.
centrallto our strength'és a country;

That's why guafaﬁteeing a hopeful future for the children of
- our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding‘burned out
buildings. -It's about building a new Ameriqan community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed‘to tfénéform the lives of people in.
'need; Anyoné wﬁo believes 6therwise has beenvliQing in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple facﬁﬂis that in every city in America, tens of.
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of indiViduals,
who have never been»ihvolved before, and who will never be paid
one_nickél for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
‘evidence that this is part of the solution. |

~ Right now, this commuﬁity has.many of thelanswers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools prograns,

there are xx members of One ‘Hundred Biack Men mentoring boys in
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.South Central.Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Blaok Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs heipihg young'people learn -- and so oh with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with klds - there 1s no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. 'So it only makes sense that a 1arge part of our
'challenge 1s to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after communlty. |

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
'is "Any definition of a succeesful life must include service to
others". That~goes for ihetitutions as well as indiViduals( o

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, . I mean thls. First, we must pralse what works and
share what works. Second,'our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community cehters must
link those that care with those who-heed.the help. Fourth, the
media must cower what is working, so‘we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we muet change our laws that_
frighten good people away from helping others. . Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that governmeént cannot provide. .
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by governﬁent order.
I'm talking about the mora; sense that must guide us all. In’
simplest terms -- I'm talking about khowing right from wrong.

Let.me come back again to that little'boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There'e a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. ‘In the midst of all the chaos
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== in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's
;;gg;.. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God blésé Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from. K
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantée Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot -
at a better 1life.. |

I believe we are right abéut family. We are righﬁ about
faith, about America's.future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the Ameriéan Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviétion you'have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you haVe done. God bless the United

States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 7, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAN MCGROARTY
FROM: . AUSTEN FURSE . .

SUBJECT: "FRIDAY SPEECH

Here is some language to consider if we wish to make the -
point that the government is itself responsible for
snuffing out those "little platoons" that make the
difference between healthy communities and those like 4
south central 1.A.: :

Insert after first paragraph, page 5 -- after the
passage that reads: '

"If we had set out to devise a system that would
perpetuate dependency -- a system that would strip away
personal responsibility -- we could hardly have done
better than the system we have today."

‘o . In healthy communities the world over, there
is always an informal network of mutual
affection and loyalty, so-called "little
platoons," that nourish individual well-being:
family, neighborhood, church, voluntary
associations, and community groups. But in
addressing poverty, government has too often
displaced these vital sources of social well-
being.

o Government has been like a well-intentioned
but blundering giant, reaching out to help,
but crushing those delicate tendrils of mutual
assistance. The best way that this organism
we call community can heal, is by regenerating
its missing parts -- the "little platoons” --
and not by transplanting to it some artificial
limb made in Washington.

#i#
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS )

Let me first thank the people of los Angeies for all they
have done during my vigit. With all that has tiaﬁspired these
last few days, I can imagine the headaches our visit has caused,
but I can assure you we do plan to leave on schedule. The
police, the community groups, the Mayor's office, the Governor:
Everyone has .been tremendously helpful.

' It was vitally important that I come hera. The Los Angeles
Community has been ﬁho site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for
you, but for our country =-=- and everyone around the world who
looks to America as a model of freedom and justice. That's why I
want to say a few things about my visit, to speak with you about
what I've seen in this city -- and most importantly -- about
where we must go as a nation. For as I said yesterday at Mt.
Zion Church we are one people == one-family -- one nation under
God.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.) When people terrorize
ona another and burn each others property, I can hardly imagine
the volume of fear and anger people mugst feel. In sum, on the
same city block -- I saw tragic signs of hatred but remarkable
signs of hope.
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This tragedy seemed to come suddenly but it has been many,
many years in the making. I know it will take time to put things
right. I could have said "put things right again", but that
would miss the point. Things weren't right before a week ago
Wednesday. Things aren't right in too many cities across
America. We must not return to the status quo =-- not here -- not
in any city where the system perpetuates failure, hatred,
poverty, and despair.

Let me tell you a little story about Rudy Campbell. I saw
him on TV. He looked tb be about eight. His father was murdered
a few years back. I didn't see his mother. Rudy is raised bj
his twenty-two year old sister who has five kids of her own. He
lives in South Central. Think about what he has already been
through. And that now he says he fears that things will only get
®badder and badder and badder." It breaks your heart. But we
can't stop there. Our children need more than sympathy.

What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems™ -- that can all be debated. And it
should be -- but not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us
novhere. Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot
further -- will move us forward. That's what we must do for our
children. |

We must start with some unpleasant realities that most
Americans now recognize. Let me spend just a minute on those.

Since the 1960's, wa have ﬁriod lots of different programs =-
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aimed at stemming the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and
social decay. |

Lots of different prograns and policies -- all with noble
intentions =~ have tried to address the need for adequate
housing, education, jobs and job training. Everything from child
care to welfare to health care has been the subject of some
commission, report, or study.

We have spent huge amounts of money -- some estimates are as
high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five years.
Buch of this effort went to conétruct a safety net -- to provide
come security and hopefully some stability. Even in the last
decada, federal spending went up for these kinds of efforts. But
when we look where this path has taken us, it is not wheie ve
wanted to go.

Now put away the studies and just loock around our cities.
Some quick facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed
mothers was 5%. Now it is 27%. If you read about a young black
male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In tact; the odds are
almost 1 out of 2. Kids used to carry just their lunches to
school. Today some carry guns. Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns
were seized haere in L.A. -- and that was just in the elementary
schools. Drug and alcohol abuse are serious problems almost
everywhere. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used alcohol

is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has used

marijuana.
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In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidenic sweeping our cities -~ in the wake of a lost generation
of inner-city lives: can any of us argue that we've solved the
problems of poverty, racism, and crime? No!

Thanks to a great civil rights revolution, we removed many
of the legal barriers to discrimination and equality of
opportunity. ([ But you don't need to look further than the
graffiti on‘tha next streat to see that hate, bigotry and racisn
still plague our society. ])

Some programs -- I'm thinking of programs like Head Start or
Aid to the Elderly -- hava shown time-tested positive results.
But many simply have not worked. Our wvwelfare system doesn't get
peoplae off welfare -- it keeps people trapped there. |

The statistics are indeed sobering. The sum and substance
is this: bur cities are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to help
solve these problems. Our first responsibility is to preserve
order =-- not the order of a prison yard -- but an enabling order.
One where families can flourish, children can learn, and jobs can
be creatad.

I have taken a hard lock at what the government can do and
how it can help communities with the concerns that really matter:
how people can own property, own their own home, start a
business, create jobs, ensure that people not government make the

big decisions that affect the health, education and care of one's

own family.
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Think of tha way the world looks right now to the single
mother on welfare. Government provides you just enough cash for
the bare necessities. Government tells you where you can live -
- where your kids go to school. When you're sick -- government
tells you what kind of care you get, and vwhen. 'If you find a
job, the government cuts your welfare benefits. If you save, if
you manage to put some money away -- towards a home or maybe to
help your kid through college -- the government comes after you
for walfare fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. aAnd then we wonder: why can't folks on welfare take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?
If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
dependency -- a system that would strip away dignity and
personal responsibility =-- we could hardly have done better than
the system we have today.

Every American knows it's time we tried something different.
A fresh approach =-- a radical change in the way we look at
walfare and the inner city economy.

" Ve must start with policies that foster personal
responsibility, policies tbat refocus entitlement programs to
saerve thosa who are most needy, and increase the effectiveness of
government services through competition and choice. I believe in
policies that keep power close to the people -- and that use
states ag laboratories for innovation. I believe in policies

that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase investment -- create
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jobs. My agenda for economic opportunity flows from thesa
principles:

one, we must spark an economic revival in urban America.
That's why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zexo capital
gains rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businasses
and create jobs in America's inner cities. We must break the
perverse dis-incentives that discourage work and encourage ‘
wvelfare. ﬁ.'vo got to reform our AFDC rules =-- stop penalizing
people who want to work and save -= people who must the
individual initiative to leave welfare behind.

Two, we must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. Wa're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and
Sead -- to "wead out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social l.tbictl.

' Three, safa neighborhoods are places where our children can
learn. But that's not enough. We've got to revolutionize our
schools. We do it through choice and competition =-- two key
ideas at the heart of the strategy I call American 2000. We nmust
give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities the same
choices. Parsnts, not the govaernment, should be free to choose
who cares for their children -- and where their children go to
school.

Four, we must promote new hope through home ownership.
That's the aim of our BOPE initiative, to give people a real

gtake in their communities =- something of value they can pass
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along to their kids -- by turning public housing tenants into
homeowners.

Finally, fifth, we must assure all Americans access to basic
health care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and
guality, through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." Thaey are
right. And I am propesing it again. Because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new programs, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, government doesn't create wealth, free
enterprise and free people do. I will say, a government program
does not raise children, families do. A government program does
not dispense spiritual and moral guidance, churches, synagogues
and parents do. A government program does not build
neighborhoods, people do.

I'm not a social scientist. I have never pretended to be.

I look at things from my own experience.

We've tried the old ways of thinking. Now as Lincoln said
wjt is time to think anew." Our approach is a radical break
with the policies of tha past. It is new bacause it's never been -
tried bafore. If ever the Congress needed a reason to try
something new it is Los Angelaes, California.

When T saw the verdict in the Rodney King casa, my reaction
was not much different than‘the rest of America, as I said to the
Amerjican people last Friday. I was stunned, but I remain
confident in our system of justice. And when I saw the violence

and rage erupt on your streats, my reaction was the same as most
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other people. We all knew we had to restore order. A civilized
society cannot tackle any of the really tough problems in the
midst of chacs. 1It's as simple as that. We must never condone
violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will,

When I saw and read about the heroic acts, the responsible
acts, the selfioss acts, of so many of the citizens of Los
Angeles, my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the
future.

So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
ma talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. For thirty years vwe've tried many solutions,.
spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems. But we
are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. Nothing could be further from the truth. We have the
spirit and the gumption to go at this problem again and again
until we beat it. And we will -- if we try the right things --
things we haven't tried before. |

Even in the short time I've been here, I could sense that
the real anqulsh of the people in the hardest hit areas is about
their kids. People are worried sick about the children. I
believe all agree that whatever we do must be about the children
~= thaey are ouf future. Our actions in tﬁe wake of this tragedy
are for them -- not just here in Los Angeles, but all across the

~country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who canme

to sea me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
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sajid to me that day. They didn't ask for more programs or nOre
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now for vhether a child has hopa -~
stays in scheol, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a loving home with a mother and a father.

History tells us that societies cannot succeed without some
fundamen£a1 building blocks in place. The state of our nation is
the state of our communities. Good communities are safe and
decent. They care for thair young people ~- instill them with
character and values and good habits for life. They have good
schools. Good communitias provide opportunity and hope, rooted
in the dignity of work and reward for achiavement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding bonds
anong individuals, and among ethnic groups, between races. We
sust not let our diversity destroy us. It is central to our
strength as a country. Our ability to live and work together has
pade America the inspiration of the world.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
puildings. It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that govaernment alone cannot come close to

creating the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of
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pecple in need. Anyone who believes otherwise has baeen living in
a cave for the last twenty-five years.

In every city in America, tens of thousands of groups, and
hundreds of thousands of individuals, who have neaver been
jnvolved before, and who will naver be paid one nickel for their
efforts, must become partners in solving our most serious social
problems. One need not look far for the evidence that this is
central to the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools prograns,
there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping hisp#nic children learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
question that what happened last week would have beén much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to dranatically expand the scale of what we already
know works in coxmunity after community. |

The phrase I have repeated perhaps more often than any other
is worth repeating here "From now on in America, any definition
of a successful life must include serving others". That goes for
institutions as well as individuals.

%hen we loock to snsure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this about avery community: First, every group

and institution in America -- schools, businesses, churches --
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_must do its part. We must praise what works and share what
works. Second, all leaders -- all leaders must mobilize and
inspire their people to take action. Third, compunity centers
must 1ink those that care with those who need the help. Fourth,
the media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat
our successes many times over. Finally, we must change our
liability laws that frighten good paople away from helping
others. |

But. thera's something society must cultivate that
government cannot provide. Something we can't legislate -~ or
establish by government order. I'm talking about the noral sense
that must guide us all. 1In the simplest terms -- I'm talking
about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy canpbell. There's a lesson he learned that
survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
—- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what'g
right. When he was asked about the violence, here's vhat he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four.;. that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God blegs tha person who cared enough to teach him right from
WLORg. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to

_guarantee that Rudy and all the millions of kids like hinm have a
shot at a better life.
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_ I believe we are right about family. We are right about
freedom and {ree enterprise. We are right about taith.' And nmost
of all, we are right about America's future. We.have tha
capacity in our government, in our conmunities, and in ourselves
to transform America into the nation we have dreamed of for
generations.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
peliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.

TOTAL P.14
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Lef me fifst thank the people of the City of Los Angeies for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these'last fe& days, I can't,imagine'the
‘headaches we've probably caused, but I can assufe you ve do plan
to leave on schedgle. The police, the communlty groups, the
: Mayof's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important thé£ i come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible traéedy. qu just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speakvwith you about what I've seen in this city -- and'
about where we muét now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meeﬁings.]' In sum, on the same.
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hafred»and remarkable signs
of hope. | |

This tragédy has been many, many years in the makiné. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't righ£ before a week:ago Wednesday. The status quo here,
and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not
return to the status quo -- not here -- not in ény city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks tO'bé ab&ut eight. Father? Murdered a few years back;
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his_twentf—two yeat
'old’sister who has fivé kids of her own. Lives in a tdugh A
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And
that now he says he fears that'thingé will only get "badder and
padder and badder." It breaks your heart. |

What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the'"hnderlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And-it
should be. Not to assign blame. Césting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actioﬁs will get us a lot further --
will move us forward. |

I belieye there are some'facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me épend just a miﬁute on those. Since the sixties,
lbts of different programs have been tried -- aimed at étemming"
the tide of ufban violence, drugs, crime, and sociai decay.i

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the'subjéct of some commissién, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went ﬁp for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies éhd look around our cities. Some Quick

facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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" Now it is_27%‘——v5 times as great.‘ If you read about a young
; black.hale.dying, odds are that'hé was murdered. In féct, odds
are 4 out of 10. our young black men are at a crisié: If you're
a black male 5etween 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to’enter the University of
california. Kids used to carry just their-lﬁnches td school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
‘that was in our elementéry schools. Numbers for high schoblé are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 76%, and théfe's al in 10_ch§nce that he or she has-
used marijﬁana. |

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack'
_epidemic--- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that wéfve solved the problgms_of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing'ﬁany of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plaguesiour society. 11

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare sjstem doesn't get péoplef
off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety het -=- as
- 'essential as it is -- stops short of providing the‘people it
serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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' We know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our'ﬁation's urban areas. . The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious frouble. |
We in ger:nment have an absolute responsibility to
participaté in solving these problems.: our first responsibility
'is to create order -- not the order of_a-prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One>whére families éanvflqurish, children can
learn, and joﬁs can be created. o |
| I have taken a hard look at what the .government Can do and
its responsibility to help'communitieé Qith the concerns that
really matter: how people can own proper£§ or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, éducationland care of one's own family.
’ Thihk oflthe wéy it looks right now to the ordinary pérson
on welfare. Government provideé you the moﬁey you live on'f- the
1st and 15th pf every month. quernment teils you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
governmént'tells you what doctor.YOu'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
. welfare benefits. If you save; manage to put some monéy away --
-you worry that government may éome aftér you for fraud.
Every,one.éf those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wondér: why'canit these people take
' control of .their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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Good communifies are safe and decent. They care fo; their young;
people -- instill them with character and Valﬁes and good habits
' for life. They have good schools. " And good'communities provide
opportunity_énd hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievément.

-So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. -It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between-ethnic-g;oﬁps, betwgen races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is -
central to our streﬁgth as a country. |

That's th gﬁéranteeing a hopeful future for ;hé children of
our.cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. It's about buiidipgla new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot éome close to créating
theiscale and‘energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the'lést twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds.of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for'their efforts, must become partners in solving our
. most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution. | |

- Right nbw, this commuﬁity has many of the answers within
. itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools‘programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead ﬁhere were Ten Thousand
Black Men wérking with boys, and twenty-five cities in Schools
programs.helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds 6f people and‘grqups that work with kids -- there is'no
question that what happened last week would have been much,_much
leés-severe. So ionnly_makes sénse that a large part oﬁ our
challenge is to expand the scale’of-what we already know works in
community after community. | |

Perhaps the phrase I have repeéted more ofteﬁ than any other
is "Any definition'of'a successful life mgsé include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hépeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to také action. Third, community centers must
‘1ink those that care with those wh6 need'tﬁé help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeét our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our léws that
frighten good'peopie away from hélping others. .Finally, there's
something society must cﬁltiVate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about‘the moral sense that must guide us all. In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right frbm wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. Tﬁere'é a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos’
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- in.the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's
right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

AThat's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And:
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's. up to us -- everyone of_us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like hiﬁ have a shot
at a better life. |

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for ail you have done. God bless the United

States of America.



