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PRESIDENTIAL REHARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LO§ ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ ACKNOWLEDGMENTSE ]

Let me first thank the people of Los Angeles for all they
have done during my visit. With all that has transpired these
last few days, I can imagine the headaches our vigit has caused,
but I can assure you we do plan to leave on schedule. The
police, the community groups, the Mayor's office, the Governor:
Everyone has been tremendously helpful.

It was vitally important that I come here. The Los Angeles
Community has been the site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for
you, but for our country == and everyone around the world who
looks to America as a model of fr#edom and justice. That's why I
want to say a few things about my visit, to speak with you about
wvhat I've seen in this city ~-- and most importantly -- about
wvhere we must go as a nation. For as I sald yesterday at Mt.
gion Church we are one people == one-family -- one nation under

[Anecdoto(s) from tour and meetings.) When pcoplo terrorize
one another and burn each others property, I can hardly imagine
the volqnagof fear and.angcr people must feel. In sum, on the
sane city block -- I saw tragic liqns of hatred but remarkable
signs of hope.
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This tragedy seemed to come suddenly but it has been many,
many years in the naking. I know it will take time to put things
right. I could have said "put things right‘agaip'. but that
would miss the point.)Things weren't right before a week ago
Wednesday. Things aren't right in too many cities across
America. We must not raturn to the status quo -- not here -- not
in any city vhere the system perpetuates failure, hatred,
povaerty, and despair.

Let me tell you a little story about Rudy Campbell. I saw
him on TV. He looked to be about eight. His father was murdered
a few years back. I didn't see his mother. Rudy_is raised by
his twenty-two year old sister who has five kids of her own. He
lives in South Central. Think about what he has already been
through. And that now he says he fears that ;hings will only get
nhadder and badder and badder." It breaks your heart. But wve
can't stop there.. Our children neaed more than sympathy.

¥hat went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causas", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
should be -- but not to assign blame. Casting blane gets us
novhere. Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot
further -- will move us forward. That's what we must do for our
children.

We must start with some unpleasant realities that most
Americans now recognige. Let me spend just a minute on those.

Since the 1960's, wa have tried lots of different programs --
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aimed at stemming the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and
social decay.

Lots of different prograns and policies -- all with noble
jintentions == have tried to address the need for adeguate
housing, education, jobs and job training. Everything fron child
care to welfare to health care has been B}g: 31_2 e:& uc;_f sozge’wr
commission, report, or study.

We have spent huge amounts of money -= some estimates are as

high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five years.
\\ Na\)ﬂ"ﬁ Much of this effort went to construct a safety net -- to provide

6h % /\”0 some security and hopcfunylsonc stability. BEven in the last
%0( OM _ -/ aecade, federal spending went up for these kinds of efforts. But
dﬂ}{ W when wa look where this path has taken us, it is not wvhere we
V\M‘ wanted to go.

Now put away the studies and just look az;ound our cities.
Some quick facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed
mothers vas 5%. Now it is 27%. 1If you read about a young black
male dying, odds are thag he was murdered. In fact, the odds are
almost 1 out of 2. Kids used to carry just their lunchuzto :
' school. Today some carry guns. Betwaan 1987 and 1991, /u( gans
EZ 1> were sesized hera in L.A. -- and that was just in the elementary
JDWWL 7?”“ schools. Drug and alcohol abuse are serious problems almost

everyvhere.

7;'&5&“&:‘

A'//

eco,e//ﬁ +h a reent natinel survey, w5 of 4
g,ean’aes fare used almwbol af /ms% e Ohe i
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In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the vake of the crack
epidemic sweeping our cities -- in the wake of a lost generation
of innaer-city lives: can any of us argue that ve've solved tl’xe}
problems of poverty, racism, and crime? No!
‘ Thanks to a great civil rights revolution, we removed many
,H'a])'e WZ of the legal barriers to discrimination and equality of
opportunity. ({ But you don't need to look further than the
i
0,

( graffiti on the next straat to see that hate, bigotry and racisnm

éﬂp , 34 still plague our socliety. ]}] _
. Some pr -- I'm thinking of programs like Head Start or
e km?{ PR e Dlder Ameriaans Aot

-- have shown time-tested positive results.

B /:;?/‘Az pany simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get
/M SM s‘a:opie off welfare -- it keeps people trapped there.
w " The statistics are indeed sobering. The sur and substance
P e is this: our citias are in seriocus trouble.
aeﬁ We in government have an absolute rasponsibility to help
0/<4- solve these problems. Our first raesponsibility is to praserve
order -- not the order of a prison yﬁrd -- but an en%qg)g oxder.
One vhere familiea can flourish, chi]'.dron can loafg and job- can
be created. 2l '” ln M!é /&P/’é‘t

I have taken a hard look at what the gévernment can do and

‘how it can help communities with the concerns that really Z@e (e

hov pecple can own property, own their own home, start a
business, create jobs, ensure that people not government make the

big decisions that affect the health, education and care of one's

own fanily.
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Think of the way the world looks right now to the single
mother on welfare. Government provides you just enough cash for
the bare necaessities. Government tells you vhere you can live -
- where your kids go to school. When you're sick -- governnent
tells you what kind of carg you get, and when. If you find a
job, the government cuts your velfare benefita. If you save, if
you manage to put some money away -= towards a home or maybe to
help your kid through college -- the government comes aftar you
for walfare fraud.

Every one of those things pappono with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can'£ £olks on welfare take
control of their lives -~ where's their sense of responsibility?
If wve had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
dependency -- a systea that would strip away d;gnity and
personal responsibility -- we could hardly have done bettar than
the systen we have today.

Every American knows it's time we tried something different.
A fresh approach -- a radical change in the way we lock at
welfare and the inner city economy. '

We must start with policies that foster personal
responsibility, policies that refocus entitlement programs to
serve those who are most needy, and increase the effectiveness of
government services through competition and choice. I believe in
poiicios that kxeep power close to the people -- and that use
states as laboratories for innovation. I believe in policies

that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase investment -- create
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'jobs. My agenda for aconomic opportunity flows from these
principles:

Ona, ve must spark an economic ravival in urban America.
That's why I wvant to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital
gains rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses
and create jobs in America's inner cities. We mugt break the
perverse dis-incentives that discourage work and encourage ‘

'valfaro. We've got to reform our AFDC rules == stop penalizing

pecple who want to work and save -= people who must the —

jndividual initiative to leave welfare behind. »

. We
Two, ve must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by érilc ;;%////
drugs. We're doing that through 2 nev initiative called Weed and
Seed -- to "weed out® the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social lcr§iccs;

Three, safe naighborhoods are places where our children can
learn. But that's not enough. We've got to revolutionize our
schools. We do it through cheoice ahd competition =- two key
jdeas at the heart of the strategy I call American 2000. We must
give parents our nation's hardest-hit communities the same
choiéfzifig:;cn:;, not the government, should be free to choose
who cares for their children -- and vhere their children go to
school.

Four, we must prdmote new hope through home ownership.

That's the aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real

stake in their communities == something of value they can pass
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along to their kids -- by turning public housing tenants into
homeowners. KM : . mg, o % %&,Q_.
Finally, fifth, we must assure all Americans access to basic
health care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and
guality, through my comprehensive plan for health care reform. Aﬁﬂlﬁ
Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am propesing it again. Because I am right. Some ?ﬂ”

will say, "Where is the new money, the new programs, the nevw

- g

bureaucracy?" I 3}(& say, government doesn't create waealth free

enterprise and free peopla do. _i jy{i say, a government program
does not raise children, families do. A government program doas
not dispense spiritual and moral guidance, churches, synagogues
and parents do. A government program does not build
neighborhoods, people do.

I'm not a social scientist. I have never pretended to be.

I look at things from my own experience.

“TnE Dogwas oF THE We've tr:.od the old ways of thinking. Now as Lincoln said

auler FAST ARE (NACERY
‘ W'M"‘dz'—m think anew/™ Our approach is a radical break

)M]L. —

ACT AN ELD

with the policias of tha past. It is new because it's never been
tried before. If ever the Congress needed a reason to try
gomething new it is Los Angeles, California.

When I ;::Fthe verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. I was stunned, but I remain
confident in our system of justice. And when I saw the violence

and rage erupt on your streets, my reaction was the same as most
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other people. VWe all knaw we had to restore order. A civilized
society cannot tackle any of the really tough problems in the
midst of chaos. It's as simple as that. We must never condone
violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

When I saw and read about the heroic acts, the responsible
acts, the seiflolu-acts, of so many of the citizens of Los

Angeles, py reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the

future.

So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about vhat society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1%5 we've tried many solutions,

—;;;;;~;~lot of money, and haven't solved the problems. But we
are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
pation. Nothing could be further from the truth. We have the
spirit and the gumption to go at this problem again and again
til we beat it. And we will -- if we try the right things --
things we haven't tried before.
Even in the short time I've been here, I could sense that
the real anquilh of the people in the hazdest hit areas is about
their kids. People are worried sick about the children. I
believe all agree that vhatever we do must be about the children
-~ they are our future. Our actions in the wake of this tragedy
are for them -- not just here in Los Angeles, but all across the
country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came

to sea me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
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said to me that day.

They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now for whether a childa has hopa -~
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whather
a child lives in a loving home with a mother and a father.

History tells us that societies cannot succeed without sone'
gundamental building blocks in place. The state of our nation is
the state of our communities. Good communities are safe and
decent. They care for their young people -- instill them with
character and values and good habits for iife. They have good
schools. Good communities provide opportunity and hope, rooted
in the dignity of work and reward for achiavement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding bonds
among individuals, and among ethnic groups, between races. We
aust not let our diversity destroy us. It is central to our
strength as a country. Our ability to live and vork together has
made America the inspiration of the world.

That's vhy guaranteeing a hopeful future for the childrcn of
our citiea is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
puildings. It's about building a new American community. And

history shows us that government alone cannot come close to

creating the scale and energy needed to transforn the lives of
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pecple in need. Anyone who | believes otherwise has been living S;

Cm\ﬂl a cave for the 1a£twenty-tivo rs. Zfon. MmusT HAVE " .,,,'
L T 1/

ol In every city in America, tens of thousands of groups, and |sveves

e
265’4/ b hundreds of thousands of individuals, who have never been givd

5 problems. One need not look far for the evidence that this is

efforts, must become partners in solving our most serious social

T
]

central to the solution. .. aervaty 24 100 & Ve .

/ Right now, this comfunity has many of the answers within

itself. For axamplae, ere are four Cities in Schools prograns,-
z,000 —-;cmubzeN
there are——aenbers—of Ono Hundred Black Men mentoring bess in
TTHS AREA " o “THE LOS ANGEUES ARSA
. It instead there wers Ten Thousand
cHlLDREN

?‘"8““""' s In: plack Men working with pess, and twenty—tive cities in Schools
W — wha hsy ¢ P Ms AT BSK cHILDREW
- Core gt~ prograss holpianzilpanic children learn -e and so on with the

- L"“'i_s““‘"‘ hundreds of paopla and groups that work with kids -- there is no

= Mmoo question that what happened last weeX would have been much, much
Candas- less severe. 8o it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to dramatically expand the scale of what we already
xnow works in community after community.

The phrase I have repeated perhaps' more often than any othexr
is worth repeating here "From novw on in America, any definition
of a successful life must include serving othérs". That goes for
institutions as well as individuals.

when ve look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this about evaery community: PFirst, every group

and institution in America -- schools, businesses, churches --

THAT

involved before, and who will never be paid one nickel for their |samuow
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aust do its part.’ We must praise what works and share what
works. Second, all leaders -- all leaders must mobilize and
inspire their pecple to take actlen. Third, community centers
must link those that care with those who need the—help. FPourth,
the media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat
our successes many times over. Finally, we must change our

liability lavs that frighten good people away from helping

others.
thera's sonothing society must cultivate that

government cannot provide. Something we can't lagislate ~- or
establish by government order. I'm talking about the moral sense
‘that must guide us all. 1In the simplest terms -- I'm talking
about knoving right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he learned that
eurvived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
— in the midst of so much that's gone ¥rong -= he knows what's
right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, becauss vhen I
wvas four.s. that's vhan I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. Amd
God bless the parson who cared enough to teach him right from

~wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to

_guarantee that Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a
shot at a better life.
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I believe we are right about family. We are right about
freedon and free enterprise. We are right about faith. And most
of all, we are right about America's future. We have the
capacity in our government, in our communities, and in ourselves
to transform America into the nation we have dreamed of for
generations.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

peliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United
states of America.

TOTAL P.14
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ﬁ  CHILE
‘PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL STATEMENT FOR CHILEAN
' PRESIDENT AYLWIN
SOUTH LAWN

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1992
Friends of Chile and the United States, ladies and
gentlemen. / President Aylwin, I am honored to welcome you to

the White House -- an opportunity not only to exchange views, but

to return hospitality. //

I remember visiting Santiago with my daughtér Doro in
December of 1990. I will never forget how warmly you, Dona
Leonor, youf family, and the Chilean people received us. //

[Anecdote].

Mr. President, you once described Chile's success as "the
"reflection of a mature country that knows what it wants and is
able fo achieve it by means of the democratic process." / That
maturity has been hard-won: Americans shared your pain during
Chile's dark years -- when democracy was a fading dream and
peace, a faded hope. / But it has been won. Today, your
government serves its people -- and serves as a model to others.

The .same ﬁay be said of your leadership: since taking
office, you have revived Chilean democray. / In 19 __, Theodore
Roosevelt visited Chile and spoke of a "democratic experiment on

. a far vaster scale than has ever been attempted anywhere else in
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the world." / As proof, look to next month. fou; people will
vote in Chile's first local elections in twenty years.

Look, too, to the economy -- where you have married free
people with free markets: a union of economic growth -- growth
faster than any otﬁer economy in Latin America. / Today, your
trade barriers are fallihg -- your exports rising -- largely
because as a member of the Cairnes Group, you led the way against
agricultural subsidies and protectionism. //

I salute these achieﬁements. So did the Inter-American
Development Bank - turning first to Chile to implement its
investment policy program. And under the Enterprise for the
Americas Initiative, Chile was also first to have official debt
to the United States forgiven. // The reason is not only that
our peoples share what your government called the “éommunity of
ideas, of feelings and needs" -- we share this land. We share
more than thg New World -- we share a responsibility to keep our
world new. //

So, last February, we signed an agreement helping Chile
create an environmental project fund with money which would have
otherwise serviced debt -- though we'll continue to address
economic concerns under our 1990 trade and investment framework

agreement. // Our challenge now is to build on those beginnings

~=- and show why Bernardo O'Higgins, the father of your
independence, wrote that "the Americas [give] great hopes to

philosophers and patriots alike." //
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Today, Chile gives hope to an entire hemisphere. / With
market-oriented reforms, you've led by example. In international
relations, you're leading through integrity: Other nations count
on Chilean leadership in the Organization of American States / in
the United Nations / and in the community of nations. Your
people did the hard work of freedom in Kuwait, El1 salvador,
Guatemala, and Cambodia. You joined your neighbors to defend
-democracy -- first at last year's OAS General Assembly, then most
recently in Haiti and Venezuela. //

There's a poem I learned when I was in Chile. Doro
especially likes it. 1It's called Machado's "Caminante." /
There's one line I remember: "Traveler, there is no road, you
make a road in traveling." //

Mr. President, I believe Chile is that traveler. Traveling

the road of history -- a history made one step at a time. Chile
offers an eloquent rebuke to those enemies of democrady -- far
left or right -- who try to mislead and confuse the people.

Chile shows how liberty can shape not only a nation of great
promise -- but a people of promises kept. //

Traveling together, Mr. President, we will keep our
promises, and make that road to a better tomorrow. / We are
honored to welcome to welcome to Waéhington, as our guest, one of

our hemisphere's greatest leaders.

# # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: STATE DINNER TOAST TO PRESIDENT
AYILWIN OF CHILE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1992

President Aylwin, I am pleased to welcome you and Doq%g
Leonor to the White House -- and to return the warm reception you
gave me during my visit to your country. / I learned many things
on that trip -- including a Chilean proverb. It goes: "The
shrimp that falls asleep, it is taken by the current." I use it
to scare Ranger. //

Among my memories of my trip was a lunch we shared at your
home in Santiago. 1In particular, I recall the pride and delight
you took in your children and your grandchildren. /- Mr.
President, it has been said that "the‘greatest glory of a free-
born people is to transmit that freedom to their children." Your
country's bright future lies in the hands and hearts of a free-
born people, determined to see their children born free --
passing liberty -from mother to daughter, from father to son. //

Today, I was reminded how your father, an esteemed Supreme
Court Justice, passed his love of law and liberty to his son:
you, yourself a revered legal scholar. And I thought of, how
over sixty years ago, our Louis Brandeis observed that."the final
end of the State was to make men free to develop their

faculties." He added that those who love freedom know "liberty -
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to be the secret of happiness / and courage to be the secret of
liberty." //

Mr. President, Justice Brandeis could find no better example
of courége in pursuit of liberty than the Chilean people and
their leaaer. Today, Chileans are "free to develop their
faculties" to the fullest -- having inherited the political and
economic rights their parents worked to achieve. They've also
assumed liberty's responsibilities: the knowledge that freedom
taken for granted can become freedom taken away. / Chile
continues the hard work of freedom: defending democracy ih Haiﬁi
and Venezuela -- promoting peace in Central America and the
Middle East. //

My friend President Alywin and I first met nearly two years
ago at the White House. Today, I have again had thé chance to
observe his insight and eloquence. ((The President, of course,
is fluent in both English and French. / I'm jealous. / Some say
English is my only foreign language.)) //

" Talking to him today, I knew that Chile will continue to
export its material goods. I know also it will export its
dreams: the courage, hope, and imagination of free markets and
 free peoples. Chile teaches others that politicél differences
never excuse indifference to the law -- and that social needs are
better met by the invisible hand of the free market than by the
iron fist of buréaucracy.

Thirty years ago, President Eisenhower spoke to your people,

saying: "We in the Western Hemisphere are still young nations,
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still growing, still experimenting." / I believe that's still
true today -- because democracy is as young as our children -- as
all the children of the world. //
Mr. President, I am honored to lift my glass to you, to

Chile, and to the bonds of friendship between our two peoples.

# # # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 7, 1992

' MEMORANDUM FOR DAN McCGROARTY.

FROM: JOHN HERRMANN &{
SUBJECT: " Presidential Remarks: To the Community of Los :
Angeles ,

Several members of the Office of Policy Development staff
have reviewed the attached presidential remarks and noted
suggested changes on the draft.' Roger Porter is travelling
with the President and has not reviewed these suggestions.

If you have any questions or we can be of further
a551stance, please let us know. :

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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DATE:’ 3/6/32 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BV tinn, MAY
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES'p,
SUBJECT: | . FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

| VICE PRESIDENT . : HORNER
SKINNER | o " MCBRIDE
SCOWCROFT . 1 MOORE
DARMAN | = PETERSMEYER
BRADY ' ' 5 W
BROMLEY | ROGICH .
CALO | ' - ~ ROLLINS
DEMAREST - a . SMITH
FITZWATER = | | YEUTTER
GRAY' ' . " FINDLAY '
HOLIDAY | KAUFMAN
» . BOSKIN
REMARKS:
Please proxfide comments on the attached d-ire-ctly
to.Dgn McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930, with a copy to
this office NO LATER THAN 11:00AM, THURSDAY, MAY 7.
Thank you.
RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President

and Statf Secretary
Ext. 2702
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: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO"%‘X}@{C&MINITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY MAY -8, 1992 '

[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]
Let me first thank the people of the Clty of Los Angeles for
Feobvenve
all they have done to make thls visit so-suaeeeeiu& .With all
that has transplred these last few'days,-I can't imagine the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan

to leave on schedule. The pelice, the_community groups, the

Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously

helpful.
It was important that I ceme here. Los‘Angeles has been the

site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.

b

to speak with you about what I've seen in thls city -- and

_about where we must now go as a country.

fAhecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] -in:sum?-on the same

“city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs

of hdpe.
This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It

will take a lohg time to put things right. I ceuld have said

‘ "éut things right<again",'but that would miss the pbint._ThingS‘

weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,
and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not
return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any c1ty where the

status quo perpetuates fallure, hatred and despair.
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1/ Let me tell you a llttle about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.

THs #/

Looks to be about eight. Father?  Murdered a few years back.
RECAS oK (SLgRE-

_ -mg i Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two yea_r
fuo) . : old sister who has five kids of her .own. Lives in a tough A-
‘ ,,A,CG/W neighborhood. Thlnk about what he has already been through. "And
WE that now he says he fears that things w111 only get "badder and
- Snon
o Pé. / badder and badder." It breaks your heart. .
What went wrong in L:A. =-- what were the "underlylng
causes", the "root problems“ --_,that can all be debated. A.nd J.t
'should' be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame oets us nowhere.
| Honest talk and pr1nc1pled actlons will get us M further

AVD

wi3: move us forward.

I believe there are s’ome.facts t‘hat most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a mlnute on those. Since the sixties,
MAN

-kots—ef dlfferent programs have been tried -- almed at stemm1ng
"the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.
—Lots' of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housmg, J health care, -ﬁoj—education, w’job' '
tralnlng. Everythlng from child care to welfare to health care
has been the Subj_ect of some commission, report, or study. |
Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
\_/ ~as high as two and a half trllllon dollars over twenty-flve

_ NTEARY TD ?wrwr SoME  mIcHT MVE You Beueve
years. —Everr—rn—eh-e—-l-a-s-t—deeado federal

spendlng mt-—u-?for these kinds of effortsy HAS Intretsed 0VER ™E tAsT
Rezovescy, ARE /mer Bur 7)1‘F suw.ss cf ﬁ‘mvee' oF ﬂ WAM MUST BE wiersuged
e 3 : G-our> Some- qulck &

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.

"S53
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wa it is 27% -- 5 times as great.  If you read about a young
black mals dying, odds are that he was murdered. 1In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young bléck men are at aicrisis; If you're
~a black male between 15-25 here in california, ybu're three times'
mofe likely to be murdered than to enter the Univetsity of
Californiaﬂ Kids used to carry 5ust'their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A;'--:and .
that'ﬁas in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as-gréat. Ths shances'that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 'l in 16 chance that he or she has:

used marijuana} |
- In the wake of the L.A..riots -- in the wake of the crack

epidemic -- in the wakelof the lost genératioh of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of
povérty, racism, and crime? |

We have made progresé'removing maﬁy of the legal bgrriérs to
discrimination and equality. ‘[[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plaguss9;tr society. 1]

Some programs - I'm thinking of a proéram like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested p051t1ve results. But many, many more

BeeN EFRERTIVE,
s1mp1y have not wemked. Our welfare system doesn't get people

off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it
MEANS To BRSAK

serves a wag-out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well £he sobering statistzgg)-— severest in

- our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities.

are in serious trouble.

We in gerrnment have an-absolute responsibility to
part1c1pate in solving these problems. our first responsibility

is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard =-- but an

PRIVINES OPPATUNMIES AR

'enabllng' order. . One whess families eew flourish, chlldren San.

- . T _ 7 . T®
learn, and jobs eem be created. - _

I have taken a hard look at what the government oan do and |
its respon51b111ty to help communities w1th the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create'jobs in the conmunity,<ensure
that the peoplejnot‘the governmen%)are‘making the big qecisions
that affect‘the health, education and care of one's o n family.

e CURRENT STRULTURE OF WELAARE PROLRAMS , HowEveR, "“IWER
PR iRk bR oA ieisieal 0Ok Sl =N OW0

the ordlnary person

THE oPPoRTUNITY IO MAYE THesE CHoCES,

on welfare¥ Government provides you the money you live on -- the

1st and 15th of every month.| Government tells you where you can DETE

‘ ™e Tl
live -- where your kids go to school. When you'‘re sick -- - PR oy
- » ] wa e L
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you W flivhe
find part-time work -- zgu worry that government may cut your

- HovSIng,
welfare benefits. If you gave, manage to put some money away -- '

you worry that governmenf may come after you for frauo:]

EVery one of thos things.happens with the system we've got

right now. And_then we wonder: why can't these people take
control of their 1jves -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had s out to devise a system that would perpetuate

Neer —~ WE suber phs Pued.
- I SHMD Use e GO,
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
‘responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the

system we have today. -
seT A NEW CovBSE
It's time we~%rteé—eeneth&ag—étéﬁeﬁeﬁ%~ A fresh approach

I believe we must start with a set of principles -- prlnclples
that give the word opportunity-reai meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than diSorderr Tolerance is better
' than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
- better than entitlement.‘Independence-is better than dependence.
ownership is better than tenancy.. And traditional famiiy values
are better than moral relativismhand government'paternalism.
I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,‘
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
Lol TO n{geommuwnrﬁsnfaw/ ™ Rewewar
truly needy,Yand increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that reiy on the
community for guidance and that.use states as laboratories. I
‘beIieve in policies that_encourage entrepreneurship -~ increase °

AvD
investment --Ycreate jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:
We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital’gains

LS e )
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in

| America's inner cities.
We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're d01ng that through a new 1n1t1at1ve called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang 1eaders, eh;Tdrug dealers and
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career crlmlnals, and "seed" those nelghborhoods with expanded

.educational opportunltles and social services. in:r& 've sent to

Congress today an urgent request to b:lng Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage

_ ST THIS I~

work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules THeE ¢
gummw&f’evﬂenmmmstéﬂf%m aaﬂﬁesnwmez | #poment

. d ) i i Balat WE BE TAL.
'iaéév&dua&—in&tiative—-- the Very things that will help them ' ~ oV WL,
. ' - o : : WE offese

leave welfare behind. o LBERALIZIAY,
ea ' < e oftaw,

_We must. promote new hépevthrough home owneiship. That's'thezuauﬂ&
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can_passAaloné to their kids -- by
turning public housing ténahts into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communltles‘

eNTHed BY PAREVIS N AfFLLBMT ComWIUMITIES '

the same choicesY Parents, not the government, should be free to

choose who cares for their children -- and where their children

go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising chéice and quality,
through my éomprehensive plén for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
righﬁ. And I am proposing it again because I am fight. -Some
wili say,‘ﬁWhere is the-new money, the new prégram; the ﬁew
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does'nbt raise

children, families do. A government prbgram does not dispense



spiritual cuidance,'churches do. A government program doee not
build neiéhborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientiet. Never pretended to be. _l'look
at things from a-mgigiuucompllcated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandklds. As a volunteer -- coaching |
little league or knocklng doors for the United Negro College
- Fund. As someone who spent half hlS 11fe in a bu51ness trying to
5uild a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life trying to serve the publlc, That's how I look
at the world. - ’

We've tried other wiys to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel We mnst try something different;.
our approach is different. Let's glve it a chance to work. If

LAST WeBX'y fioTq Here /
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it isVros

Angeles,:ﬂé&éﬁqs:igr'

Whén I saw the verdict in ‘the Rodney King case, my reaction
was'not much dlfferent than the_rest-of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. . And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your Stfeets, once again, my reaction was the sane
as~nost other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read .about tne heroic acts, the

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many-oﬁ-yeu:rpeople,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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_Sowferll have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk ahoﬁt what society must do. I.haQe‘said we can agree on
several things. In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, end haven't solved the problems.
~ But we are hpt a moraliy, spiritﬁally;‘or intellectually bankrupt -
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this probiem again and again until ‘we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven! t tried before. _

Before I arrived I was told that the real angulsh of the

. CONCGEN .

people in the hardest h1t areas 1sVabout the chlldren. This we
should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the chlldren -- they are the future. Our actions in the
'~ wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los
.Angeles, but all across the country. |

4ﬁnnsdagjjﬁayor Bradley was amohgka.group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to he that day. They didn't say more programs or more

WERE NEVED _

money’. They said that the most important-problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD.grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies

cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communitieé are safe and decent. They care for théir young
people'-fiinStill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They'have'good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groupé, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroyvus. Our diversity is -
central to our strength as a country.

That's why éuaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. It's about buildiﬁg a new American community. And
history shows us that govérnment cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of peoplé in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in'a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. 'If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men.ﬁorking with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping youﬁg people learn'-- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids —-.there is no
question that what happened last week would haﬁe been mﬁch, much
less severe. So it oniy makes sense that a large part of our
challenQe is to expand the'scale of what we alrea@y know works in
communify after'éommunity. |
Perhaps the phrase I Have_répeafed more often than any other

is "Any definition of alsuccessful life must.include serviée to
others". That goes for institutions as wéll as individuals.

| When wé look to ensure a decent and hopéful future'for our
children, I mean this: Firét, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
1ink those that care _'with those who need whe help. Fourth, ‘the
media must cober what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times‘ovér.' Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good peoplé aﬁay from helping others. Finally, there's

something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.

Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.

I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. In

simplest-terms --I'm falking aﬁout knowing right from wrong.
Let me come back again to &het little boy I.spoke_about

eariier - Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's
right. wﬁeh he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should knéw what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's whén I lea;ned." |
That's got.to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbel;. And

God bless the person th_cared'enough to teach him right froh
.wrong. Now, it's up~to us -- everyone bf us in this room -- to -

. . : - _ ‘ CHAVEE
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a whet
: f:tea»better life. o

"I believe we ére right about family. -We are right about
faith, about America's future. We-must take these steps td
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs.i Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.
M40 o .

It's time wejEfled something different. A fresh approach.
I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better

: @a(ma(\)

than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. —Opportunityis

better than entitlement. Indeperdence—is—better—thamdependence.

Qwnership—isPetter than tenancy. And—traditional family values
I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
: pn
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering Z&ﬁ i
‘ ——TThi3 1S
government services. lI believe in policies that rely on the ndidedhe

et
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories.| I jmrag?

believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase ,abaﬁmﬂ‘

. eferonce
investment -- create jobs. Yescrer
C‘(l Ve
My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles: Eﬁ%ﬁ
) m o

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities.

X
%}iﬁa
(0

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
~This Should be done. j;ﬁrowsh

drugs. new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
Darmin
educational opportunities and social services. to
S

A
Angeles~as_sggg_gg_gggglglg;,kc//

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage

work and encourage welfare.iiﬁg've got to reform our AFDC rules -

- stop penalizing people who manage to.work and save and show

-individual initiative -- the E?ry thlngs that will help them
n

_ ;J ?wgu (ose AA A
leave welfare behind. /Qﬁakyu;a 56%7

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities -- something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to schhhl.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where.is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
mary) Peop le
build neighborhovds, eétrZEﬁﬁbao. ' (ljjaquw>

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I-Yeek
at—thiﬁgs—éremyg/MO:Jfg;égmplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life frying to serve the public. That's how I 1ook
at ﬁhe world. |

We've tried other wuys to solve problems --.now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.
Ouf approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed.a reason to pass my plaﬁ it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdiqt in the Rodney King case, my reaction
wés not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we néver will.

And when I saw and read about the her01c acts, the

(BoSBN) dirizens oL LA

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of ;

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let

me talk about what s?ciety must do. I have said we can agree on
[ N
several thinggiﬂxin‘snm4y¥%r-thirty years we've tried a lot of

—
solutions, spent a lot of ‘money, and haven't solved the problenms.

But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this probleﬁ again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the
people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we
should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los
Angeles, but all across the country.

'Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me thaﬁ day. They didn't say more programs Or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? 1It's not the level of
federal aid. It'slnbt a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a ionger term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS TO THE COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

(ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ]

Let me first thank the people of Los Angeles for all they
have done during my visit. With all that has transpired these
last few days, I can imagine the headaches our visit has caused,
but I can assure you we do plan to leave on schedule. The
police, the community groups, the Mayor's office, the Governor:
Everyone has been tremendously helpful.

It was vitally important that I come here. The Los Angeles
Community has been the site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for
you, but for our country -- and everyone around the world who
looks to America as a model of freedom and justice. That's why I
want to say a few things about my visit, to speak with you about
what I've seen in this city -- and most importantly -- about
where we must go as a nation. For as I said yesterday at Mt.
Z2ion Church we are one people -- one-family -- one nation under
God. | _

[(Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] When people terrorize
one another and burn each others property, I can hardly imagine
the volume of fear and anger people must feel. In sum, on the

same city block -- I saw tragic bigns of hatred but remarkable

signs of hope.
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This tragedy seemed to come suddenly but it has been many,
many years in the making. I know it will take time to put things
right. I could have said "put things right again", but that
would miss the point. Things wexen't right before a week ago
Wednesday. Things aren't right in too many cities across
America. We must not return to the status quo -- not here -- not
in any city where the system perpetuates failure, hatred,
poverty, and despair.

Let me tell you a little story about Rudy Campbell. I saw
him on TV. He looked to be about eight. His father was murdered
a few years back. I didn't see his mother. Rudy is raised by
his twenty-two year old sister who has fiQe kids of her own. He
lives in South Central. Think about what he has already been
through. And that now he says he fears that things will only get
"badder and badder and badder.” It breaks your heart. But we
can't stop there. oOur children need more than sympathy.

What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems® -- that can all be debated. And it
should be == but not to assign blame. .Casting blame gets us
nowhere. Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot
further -- will move us forward. That's what we must do for our
children. |

We must start with some unpleasant realities that most
Americans now recognize. Let me spend just a minute on those.

Since the 1960's, we have tried lots of different programs --
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aimed at stemming the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and
social decay.

Lots of different programs and policies -- all with noble
intentions -- have tried to address the need for adequate -
housing, education, jobs and job training. Everything from child
care to welfare to hcalth care has baen thé subject of some
commission, report, or study.

We have spent huge amounts of monéy -- some estimates are as
high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five years.
Much of this effort went to construct a safety net -- to provide
some security and hopefully some stability. Even iﬁ the last
decade, federal spending went up for these kinds of efforts. But
when we look where this path has taken us, it is not where we
wanted to go.

Now put away the studies and just look around our cities.
Some quick facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed
mothers was 5%. Now it is 27%. If you read about a'young black
male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In fact, the odds are
almost 1 out of 2. Kids used to carry just their lunches to
school. Today some carry guns. Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns
were seized here in L.A. -- and that was jﬁst in the elementary
schools. Drug and alcohol abuse are seriocus problems almost
everywhere. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used alcohol

is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has used

marijuana.
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In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic Sweeping our cities ~- ip the wake of a. 1ost generation
of inner-city lives: can any of us argue that we've solved the
problems of poverty, racism, and crime? No!

Thanks to a great civil rights revolution, we removed many
of the legal barriers to discrimination ang equality of
opportunity. [[ But You don't need to look further than the
graffiti on the next street to see that hate, bigotry ana racism
still plague our society. ])

Some programs ~- I'pg thinking of programs lika Head start or
Aid to the Elderly -- have shown time-testeqd positive results,
But many simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get
People off welfare -- it keeps people trapped there.

The statistics are indeed sobering. The sum and substance
is this: our cities are in serious‘trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to help
solve these problems. our first responsibility is to preserve
order -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an enabling order.
One where families can flourish, children can learn, and jobs can
be created.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
how it can help communities with the concerns that really matter:
how people can own property, own their own home, start a
business, create jobs, ensure that people not government make the

big decisions thgt affect the health, education and care of one's

own family,
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Think of the way the world looks right now to the sihgle
mother on welfara. Govgfnment Provides you just.enough cash for
the bare necessities. Government tells you where You can live -
-~ where your kids go to school. Wwhen you're sick -- government
tells you what kind of care you get, and when. If you find a
job, the qovorhmcnt cuts your welfare benefits. 71¢ You save, if
You manage to put some money away -- towards a home or maybe to
help your kid through college -- the government comes after you
for welfare fraud. 3

Every one of thoge things happens with the System we've got
right now. and then we wonder: why can't folks on welfare take
control of their liveg - whefe's their sense of responsibility?
If we had set out to deﬁise a system that would perpetuate
dependency -- a system that would strip away dignity and
personal’roaponaibility == We could hardly have done better than
the system we have today.

Every American knows it's time we tried something different.
A fresh approach -- a radical change in the way wa look ;t
welfare and the inner city economy.

We nmust start with policies that foster personal
responsgibility, policieg that refocus entitlement programs to
Serve those who are most needy, and increase the effectiveness of
government services through competition and choice; I believe in
pPolicies that keep power close to the people -- and that use

states as laboratorieg for innovation. 1 believe in policies

that encourage entropreneurlhip == increase investment -- Create
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jobs. My agenda for economic obportunity flows from these
Principles:

One, we must spark an @conomic revival in urban America,
That's why I want to See Enterprise Zones, with a Zero capital
gains rate for entrepreneursg and investors who locate businesses
and create jobs in America's inner cities. we must break the
perverse dis-incentiveg that discourage work and eéncourage

welfare. we've got to reform our AFDC ruleg -- stop Penalizing

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
career criminals, ang "seed"” thoge neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities ang social services,

Three, gafre neighborhoodg are places where our children can
learn. Byt that's not enough. wa've got to revolutionize oyr
schools. we do it through choice and competition - two key
ideas at the heart of the strategy I cali American 2000, We must
give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities the same
choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to choose
Who cares for thejr children -- and where their children go to
school.

Four, we must Promote neyw hope through home ownership,

That's the aim of our HOPE initiative, to give pPeople a real
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along to‘thcir kids -- by turning public housing tenants into
homeowners.

Finally, fifth, we must assure all Americans access toibasic
health care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and
quality, through my comprehensive plan for health care reformn.

‘ Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again. Because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new programs, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, government doesn't create wealth, free
enterprise and free people do. I will say, a government program
does not raise children, families do. A government program does
not dispense spiritual and moral guidance, churches, synagogues
and parents do. A government program does not build
neighborhood;, people do.

I'm not a social scientist. I have never pretended to be.

I look at things from my own experience.

We've tried the old ways of thinking. Now as Lincoln said
"it is time to think anew." Our approach is a radical break
with the policies of the past. It is new because it's never been
tried before. If ever the Congress needed a reason to try
something new it is Los Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. I was stunned, but I remain
confident in our system of justice. And when I saw the violence

and rage erupt on your streets, my reéction was the same as most
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other people. We all knew we had to restore order. A civilized
soclety cannot tackle any of the really tough pgoblems in the
midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We mUS£ never condone
violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

When I saw and read about the heroic acts, the responsible
acts, the selfless acts, of s0 many of the citizens of lLos
Angeles, my reaction was ona of relief -- and hope for the
future.

So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. For thirty years we've tried many solutions,
spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems. But we
are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. Nothing could be further from the truth. We have the
spirit and the gumption to go at this problem again and again
until we beat it. And we will -- if we try the right things --
things we haven't tried before.

Even in the short time I've been here, I could sense that
the real anguish of the people in the hardest hit areas is about
their kids. People are worried sick about the children. I
believe all agree that whatever we do must be about the children
-- they are our future. Our actions in the wake of this tragedy

. are for them =-- not just here in Los Angeles, but all across the
country.

Your ownlxayor Bradley w#h among a group of mayors who came

to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
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said to me that day. They didn't ask for more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now for whether a child has hope'--
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a loving home with a mother and a father.

History tells us that societies cannot succeed without some
fundamental building blocks in place. The state of our nation is
the state of our communities. Good communities are safe and
decent. ' They care for their young people -- instill them with
character and values and good habits for life. They have good
schools. Good communities provide opportunity and hope, rooted
in the dignity of work and reward for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis Just of economics. This
is about febuilding our spirit. 1It's about rebuilding bonds
among individuals, and among ethnic groups, between races. We
must not let our diversity destroy us. It is central to our
strength as a country. our ability to live and work together has
made America the inspiration of the world. |

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
oﬁr cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. 1It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that governmoqt alone cannot come close to

creating the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of
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People in need. Aanyona who believes otherwise has been living in
a cave for the last twenty-five years.

In every city in America, tens of thousands of groups, and
hundreds of thousands of individuals, who have never been
involved before, and who will never be paid one nickel for their
efforts, must become partners in solving our most serious social
problems. One need not look far for the evidence that this is
central to the solution. | _

Right now, this community has many of the answers w1th1n
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools prograns,
there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping hispanic children learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of peoples and grohps that work with kidg —- there is no
question that what happened last weck'would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to dramatically expand the scale of what we already
know works=in community after community.

The pﬁralc I have raepeated perhaps more often than any other
is worth repeating here "From now on in Amerjica, any definition
of a successful life must include serving others". That goes for
institutions as well as individualg,

When we look to ensure a dccont and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this about every community First, every group

and 1n|titution in America -- schools, businesses, churches --
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must do its part. We must Praise what works and share what
works. Second, all leaders -- all leaders must.mobilize and
inspire their pecple to take action. 'Third, community centers
must link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth,
the media must cover what ig working, so we can share and repeat
Our successes many times over. Finally, we must change ouf
liability laws that frighten good pPeople away from helping
others.

But. there's something séciety must cultivate that
government cannot provide. Something we can't legislate -- or
establish by government order. I'm talking about the moral sense
that must guide us all. In the simplest terms -- I'm talking
about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he learned that
survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
== in the midst of so ®much that's gone ¥rong -~ he kKnows what's
right. Wwhen he wvas asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "Thqgﬁahould know what's right and wrong, because when I
was rour.;: that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. angd
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to ug -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee that Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a
shot at a better 1life.
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I believe wa are right about family. We are right about
freedom and free enterprise. We are right about faith. And most
of all, we are right about America's future. We have the
capacity in our government, in our communities, and in ourselves

!

to transform America into the nation we have dreamed of for

generations.
Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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PRESTIDENTIAL REMARKS TO“%&E“C UNITY OF LOS ANGELES
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1992

[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these last few days, I can't imaginelthe
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy.” Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. ;t
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
Werenft right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

and in too many cities across America is not right. We must not

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhodd. Think about what he has already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward.

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade, federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: 1in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. 1In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of
California. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. 1]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. oOur safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it
serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an
enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a home, how people
can start a business and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the people not the government are making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.

Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of those things happens with the system we've got
right now. And then we wonder: why can't these people take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.

I believe we must start with a set of principles -- principles
Ithat give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government .services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment -~ create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities.

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new inifiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" those neighborhoods with expanded
educational opportunities and social services. And I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penalizing people who manage to work and save and show
"individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give people a real stake in their
communities ---something they can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed all this before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will say, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do.

I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I look
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the other
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world.

We've tried other wiys to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel. We must try something different.
Our approach is different. Let's give it a chance to work. If
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los
Angeles, California.

When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.

And when I saw and read about the heroic acts, the
responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problens.
But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
'is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. 1It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every-city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in



10
South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after community.

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we 1ook to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Féurth, the
media must cover what is working, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better 1life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make. this visit so successful. _With all

that has transplred these last few days, I can't imagine the

—ouble
.C—,(-Fr.-ke)
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the

we've'probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan

Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful. |

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seerni in this city -->and
-about where Qe must now go as a:country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] 1In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatredfahd remarkable\signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years  in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't righﬁ befqre a'week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,

. and in too many cities across Aﬁerica is not right. We must not
return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Cambell. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is raised by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhooa. Think about what he has already been through. And

that now he says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us forward.

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,
lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming
the tide of urban violence, drugs, crime, and social decay.

Lots of different programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care
has been the subject of some commission, report,vor sﬁudy.

Huge amounts of money have been spent -- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five
years. Check the numbers: Even in the last decade} federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts.

Put away the studies and look around our cities. Some quick

facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. In fact, odds
are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
a black male between 15-25 here in California, you're three times
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of
California. Kids used to carry just their lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chances that an 8th grader has ever used
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
used marijuana.

In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city
youth: can any of us argue that we've solved the problems of
poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers to
discrimination and equality. ([ But you don't need to look
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate,
bigotry and racism still plagues our society. 7]

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. oOur safety net -- as
essential as it is -- stops short of providing the people it

serves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We Q%gy all t

S an areas. The summary fact is this: our cities

well the sobering statistics -- severest in

are in serg#ous ouble.

ﬁe in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prisén yard -- but an
enabling order; One where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs éan be created. |

- I have taken a hard look at what the govefnmenﬁ'can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
really matter: how people can own property or a»home, how people
can start a businéss and create jobs in the community, ensure
that the peopletnot the government are making the big décisions
that affect the health, education and care.of one's own family.

Thinklof the way it';ooks right now to the ordinary person
on welfare. Government provides you the money yoﬁ live én -- the
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're sick --
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you
find part-time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away --
you worry that government may come after you for fraud.

Every one of,thosé things hapbenS'witH the sYstem.we've got
right now. And then we wonder: . why can't these people take’
contrpl of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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ependency -- a system that would strip away personal
esponsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

\ It's time we tried something different. A fresh apbroach.

I believe we must start with a set of principles'-- principles
éhat give the word opportunity real meaning_fer people. They are

l

v?ry simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
i - R
tZan intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is

bltter than egﬁitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
| ,
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values

are better than moral relat1v1sm and government paternallsm.

I believe in po icies - at foster personal respon51b111ty,
malke
p011c1es that refeeus-—entitiement programs te serve those who are

Progranms et G peoslt chootes a,.ui +osler compehhiv, 1
truly needy, :
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government services. I believe in policies that rely on the ””“%%r
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eadn
commun t? for guidance ané1that use states raberateortes. I h°Y€i

believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase 1?‘

A §
investment -- create jobs.— ¥ W (Stomsin Cxoiple oa urelbe

lann to revive sun ecan v bvased wa
Myfeeenomic—opportunit;jgian—ilows_frem~these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's

(Evplagq u:kaﬁ'+haq_tr€> (e<plovn ubat uftj)
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with‘a zero caﬁltal ains
e —

rate for entrepreneurs and investors who l@cate—businesses in
America's inner cities.’
We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
. DUy
drugs. We're doing that through a—new—initiative—caltled Weed and

YO
Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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career criminals, and "seed" fhose neighborhoods with expanded
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educational opportunities and social services. , An e sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible. |

We must break the perverse dis-incentives that discourage
work and encourage welfare. We've got to reform our AFDC rules -
- stop penaiizing people who manage to work and save and show
‘individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
leave welfare behind.

We must promote new hope through home ownership. That's the

———

aim of our HOPE initiativé, to give people a real stake in their
communities --. something fhey can pass along to their kids -- by
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.

We must give parents in our nation's hardest-hit communities
the same choices. Parents, not the government, should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.

Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health
care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,
through my comprehensive plan for health care reform.

Some will say, "you've proposed‘paiﬂthis before." They are
right. And I am proposing it again because I am right. Some
will say, "Where is the new money, the new program, the new
bureaucracy?" I will sav, a government program does not raise

children, families do. A government program does not dispense



spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not
build neighborhoods, citizens do.
I'm not a social scientist. Never pretended to be. I lodk
at things from a more uncomplicated point of view. As a father
with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching
| lgtﬁle league or knocking doors for the United Negro College
'Fund. As someone who spent half his life in a business trying to
build a future for his family. As someone who spent the oﬁher
half of his life trying to serve the public. That's how I look
at the world. |
We've tried other w:iys to solve problems -- now is not the
time to re-invent the wheel.\ We must try something different.
Lokts fun our At (uswig aed enersq on cbak winke and 9et vid of roadblocks
Our approach Ef different.‘blet's give it a chance to work. If n owy
ever the Congress needed a reason to pass my plan it is Los . Luij‘

Angeles, California. If ewmer Hue Avetan ()zuv/& nae de k. al

rea sove ko mq:or*’ "y ¢lan ”’ G Los 12  Califonia . _
When I saw the verdict in the Rodney King case, my reaction
was not much different than the rest of America, as I said to the
American people last Friday. And when I saw the violence and
rage erupt on your streets, once again, my reaction was the same
as most other people. We all knew that order had to be restored.
A civilized society cannot tackle any of the tough problems in
the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that. We must never
condone violence and brutality, and I am confident we never will.
And when I saw and read about the heroic acts,'the

responsible acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,

my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried a lot of
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.
. But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt
nation. In other words, we have the spirit and the gumption to
go at this problem again and again until we beat it. Maybe even
to try some things we haven't tried before.

Before I arrived I was told that the real anguish of the

people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we

should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about the children -- they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los

Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what hé and others
said to me that day. They didn't say more programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays aWay from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. 1It's not a HUD grant or én SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at history, that societies
cannot be successful without some fundamental building blocks in

place. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe and decent. They care for their young
people -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They have good schools. And good communities provide
opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward
for achievement.

So this is obviously not a crisis just of economics. This
is about rebuilding our spirit. It's about rebuilding the bonds
between individuals, and between ethnic groups, between races.
We must not let our diversity destroy us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burned out
buildings. 1It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to creating
the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in
need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave
for the last twenty-five years.

Thé simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid
one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our
most serious social problems. One need not loock far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead there were Ten Thousand
Black Men working with boys, and twenty-five Cities in Schools
programs helping young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there is no
question that what happened last week would have been much, much
less severe. So it only makes sense that a large part of our
challenge is to expand the scale of what we already know works in
community after community.

Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our
children, I mean this: First, we must praise what works and
share what works. Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire
their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care with those who need the help. Fourth, the
media must cover what is wérking, SO we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must change our laws that
frighten good people away from helping others. Finally, there's
something society must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about
earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror and the hate. 1In the midst of all the chaos
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== in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's

right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
wrong. Now, it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kids like him have a shot
at a better life.

I believe we are right about family. We are right about
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.

Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your
beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America.
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS]

Letvme_first'thankmthe people of the7city of Los Angelesrﬁor
Tall they have done to make this v151t so successful. With all
that has transplred these last few days, I can't lmaglne the
' headaches we' ve probably ‘caused, but I can assure you we do plan
-to leave on schedule. .The police,. the communlty groups,. the
Mayor' s:offlce,‘the;Governor:- Eweryone_has been tremendously
helpful. | | ' :

Itdwas'important that,I come here._.Los Angeles has been the'
site of a terrible tragedy Not just for you, but for all of us.
'.That's why lt's 1mportant that I say a few thlngs about thls
,v151t to speak w1th you about what I've seen 1n ‘this c1ty - and
"about where we - must now go as a country. |
[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetlngs ]“In Sum} on the same
:.c1ty block -- I saw shocklng 51gns of hatred and remarkable 51gnsl
-;of hope._‘ i
ThlS tragedy has been many, many. years in the maklng. It
w1ll take a long tlme to put thlngs right. I-could-have said
."put thlngs rlght agaln" but that would mlss the p01nt Thlngs
. weren t right before a week -ago Wednesday. - The status quo here,
and 1n too many c1t1es across Amerlca is not rlght ‘We must not
return to the status quo - not here -- not in any c1ty where the-'

- status quo perpetuates fallure hatred,,and despalr.l-
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Lethhe tell you a little abeut‘Rudy'Cambell. Saw him on TV. °
Looks-to'he about eight.';Father? Murdered a few yeare back._
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy is‘raised by his twenty-two year
- old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighberhood. fhink ahcut what he has already been throﬁgh. And r'
i-that now he says he. fears that things will only get "hadder and -
badder and badder." It breaks your heart. |

What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes";_the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And it
should be. Not to assign blamer Castiné blame gets us nowhere. -
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further --
will move us fqrward. | |

I believe there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Asince the eixties,
lots of different programs have been tried --iaimed at stemming
the tlde of urban violence, drugs, crlme, and soc1al decay.

Lots of dlfferent programs have tried to address the need
for adequate housing, for health care, for education, for job
- training. Everything from child care to welfare to heaith care
has been the subject of some coﬁmissioh, report, or study.

Huge amounts of money have been spent-—- some estimates are
as high as two and a half trillion doliars_over twehty-five

years. Check the»numbers:“Even in the 1last decade, federal

5Z4¢,f&£$ PR
st ey

~ Put away the studles and look around our cities. Some qulck

_spending-went up for these kinds of efforts

facts: .in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%
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Now it-is_27% -~ 5 times as great. If you read about a young
black malé-dying,.odds are that he was murdered. In fact, odds .
.are 4 out of 10. Our young black men are at a crisis: If you're
‘a black male between 15-25 here in California, yoﬁ're three times
more 1ikely to be murdered than to enter the University of
_California. Kids used to carry ﬁust théir lunches to school.
Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in our elementary schools. . Numbérs for high schools are
10 times as greét. The chances that an 8th g;ader has ever useé
alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has
uééd marijuana.

Inlthe wake of the L;A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of. the lost:generétion of inner-city
youth; can any of us argue £hat.we've solved the probleﬁs of
poverty,.faqism, and crime?

We have made progfess removing many of the legal barrierévto
discrimination and'equality. [[ But you don't néed to idok
further than the graffiti"on the next street to see that héte,
bigotry and raciém still“plaguégléur society. 1]

Some programs‘-- I'm thinking of a program like Head Start -
- have shown timé-tested positive reSult#r But ﬁany, many more
simply have not worked. Our welfare syétem doeén!t get people
off welfare -- it keeps them there. Our safety net -- as
_essential as it is -- stops short of proViding the peoplé if
serves a way out of a dehumaniziﬁg and inefficient cycle of

poverty. -
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We-know all too well the sobering statistics -- severest in
our nation's urban areas. The summary fact is this: our cities
‘are in serious trouble. | | |
We in government have an absolute respon51b111ty to
'part1c1pate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prison‘yard -- but an
enabling order. one‘where families can flourish, children can
learn, and jobs can be created. |
I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and
its responsibility to help communities with the conoerns that
'really matter: how people can own property or a home,‘how people
- can start a business and create.jobs in the community, ensure
that the peoplgﬂpot the governmentgpre_making the big decisions
that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.
Think of the way it looks right now to the ordinary person
. on welfare. Government provides you the money you live on -- the
1st.and 15th of every'month; Governmentitells you where you can
live -- where your kids go to school. When you're-sick -
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when.m If you7
find part time work -- you worry that government may cut your
welfare benefits. If you save, manage to put some money away -—
you worry that government may come after you for fraud |
Every one of those things happens wlth the system we've gotl
right now; And then we wonder: why can't these'people take
- control of their lives -- where's their sense of responSibility?

If we had set out to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal
responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the
system we have today.

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach.

I believe we must start with a set of principles =-- principles
that give the word opportunity real meaning for people. They are
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better
than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is
better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence.
Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values
are better than moral relativism and goverﬁment paternalism.

I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,
policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who are
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the
community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I
believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase
investment -- create jobs.

My economic opportunity plan flows from these principles:

We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's
why I want to see Enterprise Zones, with a zero capital gains
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities./xm

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
drugs. We're doing that through a new initiative called Weed and

Seed -- to "weed out" the gang leaders, the drug dealers and
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"career crlmlnals,-and "seed" those nelghborhoods.W1th expanded
educatlonal opportunltles and 5001a1 serv1ces. And I've sent~to
.;Congress today an urgent request to brlng Weed and Seed to. Los
_:Angeles as soon as p0551ble, - | | |
. We must break'the perverse'dis-incentives that“dlscourage
' work'andhencourage'welfare. -We'lve got to reform our AFDC rules ;5
- stop penallzlng people who manage to work and save and show |
-flnd1v1dual 1n1t1at1ve -- the very things that w111 help them
o leave welfare behlnd. .
| - We must promote new hope through home ownershlp That's the
aim of our HOPE 1n1t1at1ve, to glve people a real ‘stake ln the1r
_communltles - somethlng they can pass along to their. k1ds -- by

'turnlng publlc hou51ng tenants 1nto homeowners.

We must. glve parents in our nation's hardest-hlt communltles_
u&,qd 9 oW, plrsets ' ARl LoD rie |

the Same ch01c%i Parents, not the government should be free to‘_.-'

' choose who cares for thelr chlldren ~- and where thelr chlldren
go to school. . |
| Flnally,vwe must. assure allhAmerlcans access to ba51c health
'care -- and we can do it w1thout compromlslng cholce and quallty,
' through my comprehen51ve plan for health ‘care’ reform. ‘
| , Some w1ll say "you ve proposed all thls before " They are
'right And I am prop051ng 1t agaln because I am rlght Some
~;w1ll say, "Where 1s the new money, the ‘new- program, the new

) bureaucracy’" I w1ll sav, a government program does not ralse_(

children, fa ilies do. A government program does not dlspense

wtll ﬂufk. are 4// l“«- 074( J““w""‘ w 7)7 '6,‘_*
;wmﬂ- e Mw nr— :Mw o




splritual guidance,-churches do.' A government program-does not
.bu11d nelghborhoods, c1tlzens do. ' | u |

I m not a social sclentlst Never pretended to be; I look
at thlngs from a.aé%gzencompllcated polnt of view.. As a father
'w1th klds - now'w1th grandklds.. As a volunteer -- coaching . |
llttle league or knocklng doors for'the United-Neoro‘College
'Fund. As someone who' spent. half ‘his 1life in a bus1ness trylng to
‘bUlld a future for his famlly As someone who spent the other_
~half of his llfe try1ng to serve the publlc. That's how I look
at_the world. |

- We've tr1ed other Wth to solve problems == now 1s-not the
time to re—lnvent the wheel We must try somethlng dlfferent
“Our approach-ls dlfferent.y Let's glve it a chance to work If
ever the COngress needed a reason to pass my plan 1t is Los
'Angeles, Callfornla.' .

When I saw the verdlct in ‘the Rodney King case, my reactlon
was not much dlfferent than the rest of- Amerlca, as I sa1d to the
Amerlcan people last Frlday And when I saW-the'v1olence and
rage erupt on your streets, ‘once agaln my reactlon was the same

. low andd.
~as most other people. We all knew thas(order had to be restored.>

- A 01v1llzed soc1ety cannot tackle any of the tough problems 1n

. ’'the mldst of chaos._ It'sas simple as that. We_must never

'_condone violence and brutality, and . I-am'confident we-never will,
And when T saw and read about .the her01c acts, the

respon51ble acts, the selfless acts, of so many of your people,'

- my reactlon was one of rellef -- and hope for the future.
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- So far,I have spoken about what government can dorl Now.let yf
.me talk about what soc1ety must do. I have said we can agree onl
‘pseveral things. In sum, for thlrty years we've trled a lot of
'“solutlons, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved theiproblems.
~ But we are not a morally, splrltually, or 1ntellectually bankrupty
gnatlon.g In other words, we have the sp1r1t and the gumptlon to -
- go at thls problem agaln and agaln untll we beat 1t. Maybe~evenvv
to try some thlngs we haven't trled before.u- | »

Before I arrlved I was told that the real angulsh of the

people 1n the hardest hlt areas is about the chlldren. _Thls we y

t’should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do muSt be-
1.about the chlldren - they are the future. Our actlons ‘in the .

.wake of thlS tragedy are for them - not Just here 1n Los
‘ Angeles, but all across the country .
“ - Your own Mayor Bradley was, among a group of mayors who camel'
._to.see‘mellast_January.A-I have repeated.often what he,and:othersxﬂ
'Tsaid'to ne thatlday 'Thuy'didn't-say more'programs or more .l
T'money They said that the most important problem fac1ng our
,c1t1es is the dlssolutlon of the family. They re rlght., What'

the determlnlng fact rlght now 1n whether a Chlld has hope -

".stays in- school stays away from drugs’ It's not the 1evel of

:federal a1d It's not .a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a Chlld llves in a home w1th a mother and a father.n '

We' know from a longer term look at hlstory, that soc1et1es

'fﬂcannot be successful without some fundamental bulldlng blocks 1n

place.’ The state of our natlon is the state of our communltles.
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Gdod communities aré safe and decent. They care for their young
péople -- instill them with character and values and good habits
for life. They havevgood schools. And Qobd communities provide

opportdnity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward

for achievement. _ ' ' ’
So this is obviously not a crisis j::S_:; economics. This

is about rebﬁilding our spiriﬁ. It's abq#t rebuilding the bondé
between individuals, and betweeﬁ ethnic groﬁps, befween raées.

. We must not let our diyéfsi;y destroy.us. Our diversity is
central to our strength as a country.

That'é why guaranteeing a-hopeful future for the phildren of
our cities is about a lot more than rebuilding burﬁed out
buildings. It's about building a new American community. And
history shows us that government cannot come close to créating
the scalé and enefgy'needed to transform the livés of peopie in
need. Anyonefwho believes otherwise has been 1ivihg in a cave
for the last twenty-five Years.

The simplé fact is that in everylcity'in America, tens of
‘thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuais,
who have never beén involved befbrg,'and who will never be'paid
.one nickelvfbr their efforts, must bécoﬁe parthers in solving our.
most serious social prdblems;. Oﬁe need ﬁbt look far for the
evidence that this is part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the:answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools proérams,

there aﬁf:gglpembers of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If 1nstead there were Ten Thousand
'~Black Men worklng with boys, and twenty—flve C1t1es 1n Schools
programs helplng young people learn -- and so on with the
hundreds of people and groups that work w1th klds:-- there is no- -
:.questlon that what happened last week would ‘have- been much, much .
i‘less severe. -So 1t only makes sense that a large part of our
;challenge is to expand the scale of what we already ‘know- works 1n
'communlty after communlty .

\ Perhaps the phrase I have repeated more often than any other
is "Any deflnltlon of a successful life must 1nclude serv1ce to

’others"' That goes for 1nst1tutlons as well as 1nd1v1duals.

" When we look to.ensure‘a decentAand hopeful future_for our::-j?f

children;:lAmeanvthis: Flrst; we must praise what workslandA
. share'what:works; fSecond,vour leaderspmust mobilise and inspire'
ntheir:communitiesito take action. Thlrd communlty centers must'
yllnk those that care w1th those who need the help Fourth, the
‘lmedla must cover what is worklng, so we can share and repeat our
successes many times over. Finally, we must.change our laws that:
'frighten good people away'fromhhelping others.” Flnally, there s-j
'Jsomethlng soc1ety must cultlvate that government cannot prov1de._f
-iSomethlng we can't leglslate -=.or. establlsh by government order;hf
I'm talklng about the moral’ sense that must gulde us all. :In |
s1mp1est terms - I m talklng about know1ng rlght from wrong;
Let me come back agaln to that- little boy I spoke about _
: earller - Rudy Campbell There s a lesson he's learned that

survlved the horror and the hate.' In the mldst of all the chaos -
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-- in the midst"of so much that's-gone E;égg,-- he'gggﬂg;ggggigA
right. Awﬁen.he.was asked about‘thg violence, here's whﬁt he
said, "They éhould know_what;s right and wrong, bécause when I
was four... that's when I learned."

That's éot to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared énbﬁgh to teach him right from .
"wronq, Noﬁ, it's up to us -- everyohe of us in this room -- toA
guarantee Rudy and all the millions of kidsllike him'have a shot
at a better life. ,-
| I believe we are right about family. We aré right about .
faith, about America's future. We must take these steps té'-
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our citfes.

" Thank you for the conviction you have to act on yburv
béliefé. Thank YOu for all you have'dbne. God bless the United

States of America.
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Let me first thank the people of the City of Los Angeles for
all they have done to make this visit so successful. With all
that has transpired these last few days, I can't imagine.the
headaches we've probably caused, but I can assure you we do plan
to leave on schedule. The police, the community groups, the
Mayor's office, the Governor: Everyone has been tremendously
helpful.

It was important that I come here. Los Angeles has been the
site of a terrible tragedy. Not just for you, but for all of us.
That's why it's important that I say a few things about this
visit, to speak with you about what I've seen in this city -- and
about where we must now go as a country.

[Anecdote(s) from tour and meetings.] In sum, on the same
city block -- I saw shocking signs of hatred and remarkable signs
of hope.

This tragedy has been many, many years in the making. It
will take a long time to put things right. I could have said
"put things right again", but that would miss the point. Things
weren't right before a week ago Wednesday. The status quo here,
and in too many cities across America. is not right. We must not

/

return to the status quo -- not here -- not in any city where the

status quo perpetuates failure, hatred, and despair.
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Let me tell you a little about Rudy Ca;z;ll. Saw him on TV.
Looks to be about eight. Father? Murdered a few years back.
Mother? Didn't see her. Rudy isvggqéLd by his twenty-two year
old sister who has five kids of her own. Lives in a tough
neighborhood. Think about what he has already been through. And

that\EgyJEE\says he fears that things will only get "badder and

badder and badder." It breaks your heart.
What went wrong in L.A. -- what were the "underlying
causes", the "root problems" -- that can all be debated. And‘éﬁ?/

should be. Not to assign blame. Casting blame gets us nowhere.
Honest talk and principled actions will get us a lot further gt

11 ve Uus fo rd\_~

~

I<beIleve there are some facts that most Americans can agree
with. Let me spend just a minute on those. Since the sixties,

lots of different programs have been tried -- aimed at stemming

the tide of urban vi lence, drugs, crime, and social decay.
JﬁﬁﬁrTﬁ‘diffé;gzgVﬁrograms have tried to address the need

for adequate housing,zgégzhealth care,lfég;education, )zf job

training. Everything from child care to welfare to health care

has been_the supject Q€ some commissio report, or study 3“4[ a-
"\)ZLO/-(’ oT 0;‘ < /S/:), fon dad Yede, Q Jd /

Huge amounts of money have bee spent -- some estimates are

as high as two and a half trillion dollars over twenty-five

Years. Check the numbers: Even—iﬁ—the—éast—éeeade E;aeral

endl?:ghﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁa for hese kinds of effortsé%LLchdjﬂi @ﬂ”‘“7 every

o noc ¥l bbCéK" AC= L rék1s .
l“”“’ith @# away the stud1 s, and looﬁggroun od¥< s Some1211ck

,97\4h ? (44 uv»aucnic,es
facts: in 1960 the percentage of births to unwed mothers was 5%.
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Now it is 27% -- 5 times as great. If you read about a young j§
black male dying, odds are that he was murdered. 1In fact, odds §?\
are 4 out of 10. ur yYou ck n /r a isis: ., If you're NC
% “ \Ab/
a black male between 15425 here in California, you're three times xﬂ
. ¥
more likely to be murdered than to enter the University of \§~£3
ANy

California. Kids used to carry )ﬁ%%ﬁtheir lunches to school.

Between 1987 and 1991, 134 guns were seized here in L.A. -- and
that was in/qu’elementary schools. Numbers for high schools are
10 times as great. The chance¢ that an 8th grader has ever used

~
<
:
$
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alcohol is 70%, and there's a 1 in 10 chance that he or she has

Z\ nol "‘/ﬁdus

used marijuana.
In the wake of the L.A. riots -- in the wake of the crack
epidemic -- in the wake of the lost generation of inner-city

&5 4 adlvion e

youth: can any of us argue that wet™e solved the problems of

pﬁdihd(‘\ "Z&d ﬁe

poverty, racism, and crime?

We have made progress removing many of the legal barriers toQ§{

3

3-
further than the graffiti on the next street to see that hate, A&f

discrimination and equality. [[ But you don't need to look

bigotry and racism still plagues our society. 1] é

Some programs -- I'm thinking of a program like Head StarE)-
- have shown time-tested positive results. But many, many more
si ly'fave not worked. Our welfare system doesn't get people

/éﬂ”'{ T o }'%il« fmzl‘_‘iﬂifs (hem irow\ €dvityd
off welfare --/it keeps them there. Ojf %%ﬁety net -- as
( 27 e ( ) :

essential as it is -- Og S 5:(\ -5 %Jrévu?zm the—people—it——
Se€rves a way out of a dehumanizing and inefficient cycle of

poverty.
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We know all too well the sobering statistics ->Séwerest~in—
Lhi R

Qur—naEESEL§_g;pag/asea54‘ The summary fact is this: ourwities

are in serious trouble.

We in government have an absolute responsibility to
participate in solving these problems. Our first responsibility
is to create order -- not the order of a prison yard -- but an

enabling order. One where families can flourish, children can

M Cym Loall S0 e gy Tiir Sidewnlly,

learn,Yand jobs can’be crfeated.

I have taken a hard look at what the government can do and—

kes-responsibility to help communities with the concerns that
(r\A(l/{ 4 decesl CLwaC“? TG <
really matter: how people canYown property or a home, how.peep%ej/

. , \ WY o L.ouu ?6
can start a business and create jobs in théd community, Yensure

SPm€ Jmpertsgn) Auvai%c*lff o
that the people,not #he government Hre making the eclsions

/ /

that affect the health, education and care of one's own family.
ow

Think of &he—way it looks right now to the ordinary person
.
on welfare. Government provides/¥6%7the money you live on -- %%e
1st and 15th of every month. Government tells you where you can &gj%fi
2 ) £re Jyre .
live -- %here your kié; go to school. When you're sick -- '(44\
government tells you what doctor you'll see, and when. If you

find part-time work -~-- you worry thatwgovernment may cut your

welfare benefits. If you save%_gaé%§e~%e put some money away --
< effiec

- )
you worry that government may come after you fo Vfraud?hq : rodrd
| er \\QZ\JI______—-
Every one of those things happens A the system we've got

. In TS doonlny D yor—
right now. And then we wonder: why can't thesgeYpeople take
control of their lives -- where's their sense of responsibility?

S0ogqb

If we had to devise a system that would perpetuate
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dependency -- a system that would strip away personal <4

responsibility -- we could hardly have done better than the

sggé%m we have today. <

e

ol -—
) e
= B

It's time we tried something different. A fresh approach

e
I—believe we-must start¢wflh a set of principles -- principles

that give the word opportunity real meaning‘ﬁ?g;E§96&9< They aré';?-r
- N

Al |
NeArT (R )

¥
very simple: Order is better than disorder. Tolerance is better?'f
O

than intolerance. Work is better than welfare. Opportunity is T?.

better than entitlement. Independence is better than dependence. v %

oW
4

ASWAC T

Ownership is better than tenancy. And traditional family values;‘
are better than moral relativism and government paternalism. O

¢
I believe in policies that foster personal responsibility,

.l
O v

policies that refocus entitlement programs to serve those who a3 oo
truly needy, and increase choice and competition in delivering 5ﬂ ;
government services. I believe in policies that rely on the

community for guidance and that use states as laboratories. I

believe in policies that encourage entrepreneurship -- increase

investment -- create jobs. 218 .

econombs. 0 unisy pla o thes nci - Njﬂfﬁ
We must spark an economic revival in urban America. That's Y,,
why I want to see Enterprise 2z6nes, with a zero capital gains o
rate for entrepreneurs and investors who locate businesses in
America's inner cities. 0 |5 PD > Furchigo 1

o - 9 |

We must reclaim neighborhoods now ravaged by crime and
h ()(di,//cnzc WAy (¢ -/o N
drugs. that _through a‘new imitiative—called Weed and

2 /
Seed -- so-""weed out" thé gang leaders,_gé;VBrug dealers and

. 4
G va (Z‘fsigqff 5
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career criminals, anthseed" those neighborhoods with expanded
e_(,#)l”\
educational opportunities and social services. aAnd I've sent to
Congress today an urgent request to bring Weed and Seed to Los
Angeles as soon as possible.
We must break the perverse disﬁ{;;entives that discourage
\ work and encourage welfare. e've got to reform oaéSAFDC rites -

dk.wc/a“i
- stop penalizing peopleYwho manage to work and save and show

leave welfajf
Zand

"individual initiative -- the very things that will help them
hind. Ce 7T 4o 5,% Tﬁvduj‘\ ooV wé/*’fﬁpé
Tb U’Dﬁa d Ve /r‘Cfc (’/(\chfJe'(\/ I (A, e,
- hope—through—home—owne . That's the
louz/nCGM4 FAk4
aim of our HOPE initiative, to give“people a ¥eal stake in their
—-(0 4\ve Them 1raits — - // (NS
communities -- s@mething they can pass along to their kids,
turning public housing tenants into homeowners.
We must give pa in our nation's hardest-hit communltleS(lem&g
’ oS T olie~ ApeaniCQu Famif)2g Aok -
—> the same choices Parents, not the government should be free to
choose who cares for their children -- and where their children
go to school.
Finally, we must assure all Americans access to basic health

care -- and we can do it without compromising choice and quality,

through my comprehensive plan for health care reform. 5}%&{ Zf-

7§2 %' Some will say, " oiive po ed all thlS befo e. " e are
€Sk 9V (A< /g4 F}( . 27 f o
2 right. 4%dc op051ﬁ% i in Becau Q 8

will say, "Where is the new money, the new progranm, the new
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bureaucracy?" Zl)gaﬂ? K/a/government prograﬂ/dogé hot raise S

children, families do. A government program does not dispense
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spiritual guidance, churches do. A government program does not

build neighborhoods, citizens do. 7}%/":[ M 04 = a/a'(f &\aﬁ he/=?”
I'm not a social scientist. /yEVer pretended to be. I look

at things from angié uncomplicated point of view. As a father

with kids -- now with grandkids. As a volunteer -- coaching

little league or knocking doors for the United Negro College

Fund. As someone who spent halflgigrlife in a business trying to

oy
build a future for hsid family. As someone who spent the other

half of 5 life trying to serve the public. 's IN\loo
e worly.
We've tried ojher w\js to solve problems -+ now is not the

’Pb';t ' C\/h'. ze tA;(\:ewlnvent (the wheei '}V‘vgej;* 1}{“7 Ségﬂ(‘{té:fgé /g;;?erent.
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Our approach is dlfferent Let 's give it a chance to wor

er tl-:z a“ en e[ "‘/l‘ AN ;n (\tay/ < ro )OS“‘{\[ f—‘( Q,l/ckr S S'\

‘f qzv Congress needed a rea
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thhen I saw the ver 196 z_the Rodney King case, my reaction

rest of America, as—I . said to the |

ican pe Y.._And when I saw the zﬁflence and
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rage eru t on your streets,
0 %‘ JIS

st “QCJ‘“‘V‘\()/TY Té ‘10‘%43‘15{)0« s e viCins, ond e=pdThy
a: most other peop rder had to be e ored.
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A c1v1llzed society cannot tackle_;ﬁiZ%@Zkﬂe/fough problems i

the midst of chaos. 1It's as simple as that We must never

condone violence and brutallty, an&
t‘av\fuuiﬁef gZ E(M wdS An
aw

A (ph and read abo tﬂ% h okz acts th
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responsible
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, the*: s ess, actsy many of your people,
w%ess 3{“10)&%2;“9(
my reaction was one of relief -- and hope for the future.
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So far I have spoken about what government can do. Now let
me talk about what society must do. I have said we can agree on
several things. 1In sum, for thirty years we've tried & lotYof
solutions, spent a lot of money, and haven't solved the problems.

But we are not a morally, spiritually, or intellectually bankrupt

nation. ,Lw! have the spirit and the g%zption to
}tt’cc'( bie mosT (5o l\'(lt/a‘/ < @af&‘;cal douvéj—{
-d4e—at this problem again and again until we beat it. n
to try,gé%é things we haven't tried before.
- St

Before I arrived I was told that the angulsh of the
people in the hardest hit areas is about the children. This we
should be able to agree on as well -- whatever we do must be
about<;5%/children -— they are the future. Our actions in the
wake of this tragedy are for them -- not just here in Los
Angeles, but all across the country.

Your own Mayor Bradley was among a group of mayors who came
to see me last January. I have repeated often what he and others

4 \

said to me that day. They didn't.§é£{ o%e programs or more
money. They said that the most important problem facing our
cities is the dissolution of the family. They're right. What's
the determining fact right now in whether a child has hope --
stays in school, stays away from drugs? It's not the level of
federal aid. It's not a HUD grant or an SBA loan. It's whether
a child lives in a home with a mother and a father.

We know from a longer term look at historyfythat societies

_ doryjin o _

cannot be successful without seme fundamental building blocks,+a—

ptace. The state of our nation is the state of our communities.
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Good communities are safe a decent. Theylcare for their young

people -- instill them with chakacter and values and good habits
for life. They have good school And( good communities provide

opportunity and hope, rooted in the dignity of work and reward

for achievement} C)WJ éa([l ga—“«;/\/ Y‘/&(&,(\)d‘t«f(/Pf«
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5o khis 1S ebviously notLE\Sziiigffﬁgg\of economics. This
is about E;ggzéging—e&r spirit. 1It's about rebuilding bonds

\

between individuals, between ethnic groups, between races.

We must not let our diversity deétroy us. .eurLQ;;;;;i%y is

central to our strength as a country.
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That's why guaranteeing a hopeful future for the children of

. ‘.(Iz\,ua(va$ Mucl\ .
our citles #s—abeut—a—tot more than rebuilding burned o

e L ('szu JL ‘Q‘ZV&F@(“ Lo§ g“iﬁd‘[is v

bulld;ngs. It's about building_a-new American co mun%g .S
%&istory shows us that government cannot come close to/creating

the scale and energy needed to transform the lives of people in

need. Anyone who believes otherwise has been living in a cave

for the last twenty-five years.

The simple fact is that in every city in America, tens of
thousands of groups, and hundreds of thousands of individuals,
who have never been involved before, and who will never be paid

one nickel for their efforts, must become partners in solving our

most serious social problems. .One need—rrot—TooOK Ffar for—the
<evidence that—this—+ts part of the solution.

Right now, this community has many of the answers within
itself. For example, there are four Cities in Schools programs,

there are xx members of One Hundred Black Men mentoring boys in
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South Central Los Angeles. If instead ._there wer

[0, 970
25

Black Men working with boys, and twenty=five Cities Y Schools
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programs helping young people learn -- agélézznn.w1tthhe
hundreds of people and groups that work with kids -- there—is-no—

fquestion—that what happgned last week would have been much, much

L\{V\.Q OY‘-Q
less severe. _ a large part of our

%%
challenge is to expand the scale of whatIy%Lﬁ&fE;dﬁ/kngwyworks ig\\\\\\&

communlty after community. ,L—“— ﬂ(j;*”‘ évwvikl sl ke{l Weor®?
~(1/L PO Juner C‘ s> UGfTICL/t/ %V‘ e Dyt el *
Perhap the phrase I have repeated /more often 'than any other

is "Any definition of a successful life must include service to
others". That goes for institutions as well as individuals.

When we look to ensure a decent and hopeful future for our

children, mean thlj First, we must praise wh§£/ﬁbrksfand
ucugﬁ évcc'?SS L o
share at works Second, our leaders must mobilize and inspire

their communities to take action. Third, community centers must
link those that care wjith those who need help. Fourth, the

Y 2Y . )
ﬁdéi Y\Igdl(;/musggzniég what rs-ﬁfdffﬂse—i;/g,okZo we can sh#egé@[-@e/pgt our

successes many times over. Finally, we must(i?igge our laws that
s

n_ 2d;Clon
%here's

frighten good people away from helping other
something soqiety must cultivate that government cannot provide.
Something we can't legislate -- or establish by government order.
I'm talking about the moral sense that must guide us all. 1In
simplest terms -- I'm talking about knowing right from wrong.

Let me come back again to that little boy I spoke about

earlier -- Rudy Campbell. There's a lesson he's learned that

survived the horror andlgﬁgyhate. In the midst of all the chaos
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-- in the midst of so much that's gone wrong -- he knows what's
right. When he was asked about the violence, here's what he
said, "They should know what's right and wrong, because when I
was four... that's when I learned.™

That'é got to give us hope. God bless Rudy Campbell. And
God bless the person who cared enough to teach him right from
Efong. Now,_it's up to us -- everyone of us in this room -- to

Ur« 1 . .
PM”A’géargﬁ%ee Rud;t;nd all the millions of kids like him have a shot

at a better life.
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I believe we are right about fami;y. We are right about

faith, about America's future. We must take these steps to
reclaim the American Dream for the people of our cities.
Thank you for the conviction you have to act on your

beliefs. Thank you for all you have done. God bless the United

States of America. 742;(



