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PRESIDEN&IAL REMARKS ! GROCERS! PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSEMBLY
i ~ HYATT REGENCY CAPITOL HILL
| TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1992

. ! 11:00 a.m.

[Acknowled&ments]

((It's & pieasure to ba with so many of the people who bring
h:ggggli to the grocery shelves oﬁ Anerica.))

((When X was at a grocers' convention in Florida recently,
the press wondaLed why I was so impressed with a new check-out
scanner I was s#cwn. I'll tell you why. It was so |
sophisticated, #hen I ran my hand across it, it predicted thas
number of electéral votes I'd get in November.))

{(Ssriously, though, those new scanners can actually read

1 .
the signature on a check. Something tells me you'll soon be

seeing them in évery store on Capitol Hill.))

- I'm here t#day to ask you to help me change this country --
to make it stroﬁqer'and better. Phis—yeazris natignal slackiens
| .

We've changed the world -- we've won a great victory for world

peacé and freed&m. Just as wa'll stay engaged with the world,

now it's a top priority that we make things better her home. Léyf'W“L
whred Thad mwiearmo y | 2 ok's EﬁﬁfL

" A

I have a strategy to renew America and keep cur country i~ e
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Anerica's noat'important tounding principlel' etrict‘limits on

the size and powar of governmenh. With a fadaral government that
|

now gohblea up,a quarter ot GNP, we can't ranlly gay - we are as

fren au we ' should ba. Wb nust fix a g

stom .gone
qu:ﬁof control? Let's apply to chgress‘all the-laws-they iﬁpolc
on paocple iikelfou. civil rights laws, the minimum waqe, fair
1abor atandards, and go forth. \\ And let's eliminate th& .

special interest PACs that ' give unrair advantagas to 1ncumhents
in Congrasas. \\ And say Yes to the people's call :g:_;gzm_liminﬂ
; gn_ggng;gii \\ My term is limited ~= theirs should be, too. \\
| Rifth, wo‘mnst work to expand our markets. I want to open

up the axcitinq narket opportunities in ‘Mexico as soon as
e g e T TR

posgsible. :fﬂzgﬂygrk for the North American Free Trade
Agreéeemen 'mlalso naking progress aévancing my viéion of open
tr and rising investment throughout the entir tern

ayton Yeutter on XKohl

GAT@]. with open market
|
know _Americans can out-produce - and out=parform anyone,. anytinme,

hare. '\\'l

nd a level playing field, I

|
on each of thess challengas, there are two roads ta take:
One in reform, the othor protects the status quo. i
You and I are gathered on Capitol Hill today because wa

share a common ?urpose. We're here in tha nelghborhood of a
Congress that falls to heed calls for reform, that fails to pasas
a simple plan tn help create Jobs and build confidanae. We're

not simply_goinq to complain about the Congrass -- we're going to
: S . - '

|
1
i
|
\
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' ahanga tha CQn;reS|. \\ Whonvar can't help gat this oountry .
moving «e cm MMM W\

There ara hundredl of you hare. =« hometawn businonﬂ leaders
who are the backbone of your communities. Just_aftor this
speech, I undeqatand that all of you are headed up the Hill to
visit youf-Senétnfe and Repfesont;tives. I hop“y@h'll Pass
along my warmest thanks to thaaa ‘who supportad our aconomic .
growth pJ.ane But for any of those. ‘members of COngresa who . happen

to be part of tha erowd that's trying to stifle the economy while

squaazing more.taxas out of working Americans, I'd lika you to

send them thisrmassage. Goedbye.

This will E@ my final campalgn - and I plan to fight as
never befora. & never dreamed I'd have the privilege of being
your Prasident at the graat turning point when freadom pravailed
over imperial CQmmunism. But I won't rest until I help thip
country win another legacy.

You can help me. You can help lead this country to new
heights of freedomn and progperity. Thank you, and God bless the

|
United States of America,

B P
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
J2HAR23 ng: |g

DATE:" 03/20/92

03/23
ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 11:00 a.m. Monday

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GROCERS' PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSEMBLY - 03/24

(03/20 Draft Four)

ACTION FYI ACTION FvI

VICE PRESIDENT a g HORNER O W
SKINNER O gl MCBRIDE O R -
SCOWCROFT { O MOORE W O
DARMAN { O PETERSMEYER W~ O
BRADY O PORTER O
BROMLEY O O ROGICH /- = O

I CALIO v O rolns Vv s O

I DEMAREST [!( O SMITH w O
FITZWATER o o — -
GRAY 5chaés v O B
HOLIDAY 5 O
BOSKIN

REMARKS:

Please provide any comments directly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122,

x 2930, no later than 11:00 a.m. Monday, 03/23, with a copy to
this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



(Duggan/Simon)
March 20, 1992
Draft Four

S2MAR20 P5: 39 Assembly
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GROCERS' PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSEMBLY
' HYATT REGENCY CAPITOL HILL
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1992
11:00 a.m.
[(Acknowledgments)
((It's a pleasure to be with so many of the people who bring
broccoli to the grocery shelves of America.))
((When I was at a grocers' convention in Florida recently,
the press wondered why I was so impressed with a new check-out .
scanner I was shown. 1I'll tell you why. It was so-

sophisticated, when I ran my hand across it, it predicted the
number of electoral votes I'd get in November.))

((Seriously, though, those new scanners can actually read .
the signature on a check. .Something tells me you'll soon be
seeing them in every store on Capitol Hill.))

I'm here today to ask you to do something for our cduntry.
This year's national elections are historic -- they are the first
since the end of the Cold War. We've changed the world -- we've
won a great victory for world peace and freedom. We'll stay
engaged with the world, but now it's a top priority that we set -
some things right here at home.

Let's bejin with the United States Congress. \\ This year,
let's show that the people are sovereign. Let's not just
complain about Congress -- let's transform it. \\ Let's replace

the liberal ruling class with common-sense people who share our-

values. \\
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The OIh Guard that rules Congress has fallen out of touch
and out of cpntrol. Congress is the number one obstacle to.
moving this Lountry forward. And it's time to change its
leadership. h\
Think o% how the Democratic majority in Congress responded

when I asked?them to do what's right for our. economy:

They tufned their back on first-time homebuyers by failing -
to enact a $$,000 tax credit.

|
They rejected the investment tax allowance and other reforms
|
that could h?lp businesses modernize with new equipment. They

turned down ﬁy plan to allow $10 billion more in cash flow for -

| .

companies that create many of the jobs in this country.

They VOﬁed to keep our capital gains tax among the highest -
|
in the developed world. For purely partisan reasons, they

| .
refused to pan my proposal to cut those steep taxes on
investment anh job creation.

|

My State| of the Union proposals offered those and other -

incentives fo% growth without raising taxes -- and without

- increasing the federal deficit. And I gave Congress fair
i

warning: If ;t sent me a bill raising taxes, I'd send it back -
with my veto.% And that's exactly what I did last Friday. \\

I asked for action to stimulate this economy -- not stifle -
it. \\ I mem%ers of Congress to asked them to break their tax- -
and-spend'habits -— but they couldn't do it. \\ I asked for.a .

i
jobs bill -- %nd they passed a bill to increase income taxes .by

90 billion dollars. \\
|

|
|
|



|
|
;
H ’ .

They'broke their trust with the American people -- -and I
kept my promise: I vetoed their tax increase. \\

The Democrats' attempts to explain their actions prove how -
far removed ﬁhey are from the real people who make this country
work. Here 4re the exact words of the House Democrat who
sponsored th% tax increase: "The richest 1 percent of all
Americans wiﬂl pay more. We will have returned to the time~- -

" honored tradi%ion of taxing people on their ability to pay."~

They wani us to think no one really would suffer from such a
massive tax i;Crease. They want us to think all their targets:
are so "rich"%they would never feel the pinch.

Anyone w$o believes that is dangerously out of touch. \\ -
You and I have business experience: We know what the tax

increase woula really do. About two-thirds of the taxpayers-who..
i
would be subject to the higher rates are owners of small

|
businesses. ﬁore than a million small businesses would be
affected -- manx of them crippled -- by the Democrats' tax

increase. Thousands of family-run grocery and convenience. stores-
are in this category. Small family farms also could face

!
financial ruin from such a tax. hike.

The bill F ve just vetoed tried to raise the marglnal rate
for small famlly bu51nesses and farms by a full 25 percent.

Just thln# about the impact of this on your own businesses..
The grocery bu%iness -- wholesale and retail --.is fiercely

competitive. ?ou operate on the thinnest of profit margins ---

for wholesalere it's often less than a penny on the dollar.:

i
!
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If you ﬁad to face a 25 percent increase in the bracket

where you pa& most of your taxes, how would you cope? You'd feel
|
Pressure to cut back on the quality of your service -- that costs

money, after'all. You'd feel competitive pressure to hold out as..

long as poss%ble before passing costs along to your customers -- -

so you would!be pressed to eliminate jobs. Eventually everyone

in the business would have to pass the costs along -- and that-

would fuel iﬁflation. The tax-hungry Democrats' triple play

would give uﬁ poorer service, fewer jobs, and more inflation.

Those are the simple facts of life for people trying to make .

a living in bhsiness. But the arrogant politicians who call the
i '
shots in Congress just don't get it. And this President has run:

out of patien#e.

Last Fri&ay I sent Congress my first line-item recissions.

|
This action w%ll hold Congress to account as I seek to cut $4 -

billion in waéteful spending. And it will bring us a step closer -

to the power that 43 governors have -- the line-item veto. \\

I'm alsogfighting for economic growth through actions that
don't need toibe passed by this Congress. That's in the area of -
.regulation. éay by day and rule by rule, we're winning battles-
for common seﬁse against over-regulation. [Add details of
particular ingerest to grocers and convenience stores. ]

But if w%lre to hone our skills and really compete in the -
coming years, ﬁe've got a lot more to do. I want us to keep our
éights on the Lext American Century.

First, we!must work to expand our markets. I want to open‘

|
|



|
|
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up markets in Mexico, throughout Latin America, and around the .
|

‘world. \\ i
Second,%we must create a new generation of world-class

quality schoéls -- energized by competition and freedom for

parents-to gégggg what schools are best for their kids. \\
Third, Qe need to make our excellent health care more

!
affordable and more available to Americans -- and the answer -lies-
, )

| C s . s
in markets, not in socialized medicine. \\

Fourth, %e need to stop the epidemic of lawsuits. \\

Imagine what %e could achieve if we spent as much time helping -
each other as%we do suing each other. \\

And fifth, we>must tackle each of these challenges without:.
swelling the #ureaucracy -- and without raising taxes. \\ If-

there is one #entral conviction that separates you and me from -

the liberals %n Congress, it is this: We believe government is
too big =~ ané it spends too much. \\\

On-every%one of these challenges, there are two opposing .
camps. One i% fighting for reform, the other is defending the =
status. quo. ﬂ know I can count on you to fight with me for
reform. And %e'll tell the people in Congress: Help gét this
.country movin% == or get out of the way. \\

This yearimust be a watershed. Our most powerful weapon to .
win victories %or our future is the ballot box. It's time for -
the American p%ople to show the Congress and the bureaucracy who .

is really the ?oss. \\

I'll wage'a vigorous campaign for the vision and the values -




|
i ‘
we share. I;ll work to earn the people's vote for a second term.-
And I'll wor# just as hard to transform the United States
Congress. P%ople are filled with righteous anger at the
arrogance an# the abuses of the 0ld Guard in Congress. Aand it's -
high time yo# and I had a Congress that shared our belief in
meaning ‘and éurpose of this great country. \\ |

This xe;; we_can change Congress. We can elect new people. --
to restore iﬁtegrity and common sense to Capitol Hill.

In my s%cond term I want to serve four vigorous Years. I ~
want to move ﬁhis country forward -- with members of Congress who
truly represe%t the American people's values and aspirations.

And we must fﬁx a congressional system that has fallen out of-‘
control.’ We %eed to apply to members of Congress all the laws .

|

they impose oP'everyone else. \\ We need to reform the campaign-

funding system that gives unfair advantages to incumbents in-
| .
Ccongress: -Th?t means eliminate the special interest political.

action commit;ees -- the PACs. \\ And we must heed the rising

public clamor‘for change. If term limits are right for the

presidency, it's time for term limits for congress. \\\
Again and again, I've tried to send the message to this

Congress to g%t.back in touch with the péople-~ But the liberal .
majority willinot listen.

There aré hundreds of you here == hometown busipess leaders
who are the.baFkbone of your communities. When you speak, your :
representative% listen -- or at least they go through the motions

)

of - listening. ' Some of you live in states or districts

|
|
i.
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represéntediby incorrigibly anti-businéss liberals.

Just afker this speech, I understand that all of you are
headed up thL Hill to visit your Senators and Representatives.
I'm asking yLu to send the anti-business liberals a message.

Just tehl them one word: Goodbye. Tell them they've had
their last c#ance -- and now they're serving their last days-in -

Congress. |

This wiil be my final campaign -- and I planning to fight ‘as
|

never beforei I never dreamed I'd have the privilege of being -

your Presideﬁt at the great turning point when freedom prevailed

over imperiai Communism. But I won't rest until I help this .

country win énother legacy. I will fight to elect a Congress -

that's worthf of the good people of this country.
|

You canihelp me. You can help elecf a new Congress to work
with us -~ n&t against us. You can help lead this country to . new -
heights of fﬁeedom and prosperity.

Thank yoh, and God bless the United States of America.

# #- #-
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With nearly 100 million people next door, Mexico ig already one
of our best\customers, and they'll buy a lot more American gcods
as so0n as thege negotlatlons are concluded It 18 one of our
'fastest growing markets. anywhere in the world ,

And as we fxﬁISH/ﬁf/#Hé complete the North Amerlcan free trade
negotlatlons, we'll not only expand our markets to the north and to
the south,  but we'll glve Amerlcan bugsinesses a bigger, stronger home
base from which to reach out and capture markets elsewhere in the
world., . '

As to thdse'global ﬁéfkets, we have a lot at stake in the Uruguay
Round of trade negotiatlons, with more: than lOO hations. partlcipating.
Qur exports. are on the- rise, 80 the more trade barriers wa ¢an knock
down the better, We‘re worklng ‘hard at that, and I just"had a long
discusszon this weekend with Chancellor Kohl of Germany on the im=
portance of successfully completing the. Uruguay Round, and doing it
soon, Chancellor Kohl was very supportlve, and we'll try to work
together in the coming weeks to break. some. of the roadblocks that
have Bedn/WBXELng / Mo/ LUSdE/ ikdbL LaxinnE,) put. these negotiations on
hold for several months.
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. AR Toake alock ot goveapr
don't’ ‘need. to be paasad by this COngrass. Tha%ta—inﬂtm
rsgul 1:ic'm° : Day by day, rule by rnle, and induatry by industry,

we're winning battles tor c:omman .sense against over-regulation.
-Just ast 'I‘hursday, for axample, my Administration annmmced _
raforma on nutrition labelling for meat and poultry. Our reforms
will keep our food supply every bit as safe, but we will reduce
the b den and expanae ot ragulation on American’ consumers -- and

on oux

hard-workinq food producers and grocers. \\\ rPer—mry
|

' .—hnd ,E COngrass
sends me any naw leqislat:.on that would overwregulate our
econojy, '

ow if we Amerioans are going to hone our skills and really

competa in the cominq years, wa've got a lot more to do. "I want

us to keep our sights on the naxt Mericzan Cent:ury., .My_amj;g_gy

"
ng :
]

Eir_gt,'_wa must change and renew our. schoolv of our

gstates and hundzjeds of local communiti;s have joined me alroad.y

. o ‘
'in a commitment we call America 2000,

-l f N education som
- . sburyeg fE88 benterplece of our plan is £03

' ““o““f schools will do their

best when parents enjoy real f aa?lom ahd real responsibility to ~ gef
choose! their children's mchooln. W

- -sfmg, wve naed tao make pur excal ent haalth cars more
aftord ble and more available to. Ameri ans. W\ w ‘
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doean' t lie- in costly and daerc "plang. 1ika the Fhbwmwel schemé

to make amplc»yers "W Ai he’ answer certaml Jdsn't

of At ffe int 10malsl S .
muluﬂ_mminn A The. way Ilve proposed we hel our: | Dua W ;
soaiaty daal with this is pased . cm W ??ust as. E‘M |

N Lane :
in education, vouchers are a kay- part of my vision of giving ,‘,wbﬂ"! ;.

|
Americans a fairer and more affordable health care system. \\

-
Third, we need to 8 » \\ Things W

i

. L ;f
are so out of hand that parenta refuse to coach Little League for WM

fear of liability' suits. Some doctors won't dal:wer ‘babies

anymcra bacause |of malpracta.ce su:.ts. A\ Well, just imagine what

ve could aahiava if we -spent 3z @y ma helping each othex ag
W_ng_qt_h%_}\\ That'a why I'vé asked Congress to
pass my oivil -justice reform bill -- which will help people

i fd( resolv problems mm_wmﬂ \\
%l— -E;ggz_th, ‘we must reform government 'in line with one of

America's most i:inportant founding principles: strict limits on
the size and power of gcvernment. With a faderal government that
W fnow gobblas up alquarter of GNP we can't really say we are as

' tree as we should be, We must fix a gcongressianal system gone

I , . .
vswiut of c:ontrol. Let's apply to Congress all the laws they impose

ﬂ(.‘.\ﬁw M&-?-’.C: |

m,h we must work’ to expand our markets.. I want to open.

Wup the axciting ma ket opport.unitias in Mex:.co as soon as

\

poseible. . Ae we  work for t.he North American Frae Trada

i
N
l
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~ WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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DATE:"___ 3/23/92 ’ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: __2:00 TODAY
i

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIZ:&L REMARKS: GROCERS' PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSEMBLY

. ACTION !?
VICE PRESIDENT HORNER

SKINNER
SCOWCROFT
DARMAN

MCBRIDE
MOORE
PETERSMEYER
PORTER
ROGICH
ROLLINS

SMITH
YEUTTER

BRADY
BROMLEY
CALIO
DEMAREW
FITZWATER
GRAY

' FINDLAY
HOLIDAY ¥

O o ﬁi‘E] 0 o !k.[] Ol 1‘k~

BOSKIN

S v A —i D

REMARKS:

' Please fo’lrward your comments directly to Dan Mchoarty,
Rm, 122, k2930, no later than 2:00 TODAY, Monday; March

23, with 'l.a copy to this office. Thank you,

.

._%‘ -ﬂw

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Aasistant to the Prasident
ancd Staff Secretary

| , Ext, 2702
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Y ' . March 23, 1992
. 1'5 li ' . Dratt 8ix
| "1\}&\ - 'Asse‘mbly
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS ¢ GROCERS' PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSEMBLY
! ' HYATT REGENCY CAPITOL HILL
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1992
© 11300 a.m.

(Abknawlo&gmonts] |

((It's a pleasure to be with so many of the people who bring
h:ggggli to tho grocery shelves of America.))

((whan I was at a grocers' convention in Florida rncently,
the press wondered wvhy I was s0 impressed with a new cheqk-out
scanner I was s#own. I'll tell you why. It was so
sophisticated, %hen I ran my hand acroes it, it predicted the
number.of alectbral votes I'd get in Nevember.)) | |

((Serioual§, though, those new scanners can actually read
the signature on a check. Somethiﬁg tells me you'll soon bhe

seeing them in every store on Capitol Hill.)) .
I'm here today to ask you to help me change this country --
to make it stro?qer and better. Weé've changed tha world -- we've
won a great vicﬁory for world peace and freedom. Just as we'll
stay engaged wigh the world, now it's a top priority that we maka
things battar hﬁre at home. Lat ma tell you what tnat-meanss
It's a lagacy oq productive jobs for our citizens, with strong

|
families -- secure in a more peaceful world.

a and keep our cbuntry'
atrong in the next century. T proposed a plan to atimulate the

- economy nithmm_taj.sing_;am -= and mmmmm
£§dgxgl_ggzig1;:: Action to strenghten real egstate. Action to
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help founq :amiiios,buy that firet home == now. \\ I asked for

|
action to create good jobs. Ons of those action items wasa to gut

But the maﬁority in Congrese could not break their tax-and-
gpend habits. \k I asked for action fo stimulate this economy -
- not stitle ita \\ I asked for s joba bill -= and they passed a
bill to increase income taxes by 90 billion dollars. \\ They

!

turned their backs on first-time homebuyers by failing to ‘enact a
|

§5,000 tax cred#tu They rejected the investment tax allowance
and other reforﬁs to help buainessés modarnize and competa.

They voted to ktep our capital gains tax among the highest in the

developed worldq

Yes, I was Edisappdinted in the Congress, but frankly not
W\

|
- Then, I announ‘bd actionsg I would take on my own to cut tha fat
|

out of qovernment)anéﬂto cut tha red tape that chokes our
competitive sp;_x-',;t, \fwv(_ <o cd.x*—dw, m—v\qﬁ‘_’ uapﬂ‘b Wb‘w c(-f

You and I have business experience:

over-r lat l + We know what tha tax increase would really

surprised. So last Friday, I.yg

do. About two~thirds of the taxpayers who would be subje&t to
|

the higher rates\are owners of small busineaseso ‘More than a

; Thousands of family-
-run grocery and convenience stores are in this catagory. &Small
family farms also could face tinancial ruin from much a tax hike.

The bill I've just vetoed tried to raise the marginal rate



SENT BYiXerox Telecopier 7020 i 3-23-82 ;12:44PN ; 4562983~ 62181% 4

I

j. A . 3
for: lmall family husinesses and farms by mmmm

. Just think about thc impact of thia on your own businelses.
The grocory businesn - wholesale and retail == is ficrcaly
cpmpetitive. You operate on the thinnent of profit marqins ——
for wholesaierJ it's often lass than a panny on the dollar.'

It you had to face more than a" zigag;ggn;_ing:gg;; in the

brackat where you pay most of your taxes, how would you cope?

You'd facl preskura to cut back on the quality of your aervica.

Competition would press you to hold out as long as possible

before passing éosts along to your customers == 80 you might have

‘te elinminate jcbs. Eventually everyone in the business would-

have to pass the costs along -- and that would fusl inflation.
Those are simple facts of life for pecple trying to make a

living in bueinass. _

N (’#ﬂ_\ So last Friday I vetoed their massive tax increase. And I

A ' directed the Secretary of Labor to implement promptly the Supreme

Court's Begk deﬁision. It is jugt not right to force a worker to

have money takeq out of his paycheck to finance the campaigns of

.. i .‘ hE .'.' . , - % 2 3 _. 4
Also last F&iday, I sent Congress gy first line-item
recissiona. Thif will hold Congress to account as I seek to cut -

P (S '}rl Al 1
$4 billiom in wastaful spendxng. And it wwglabringcus~a~ﬁ .ap-+ &

g;psee—te-tho powar that 43 govexnors havc - nng_ling:ixgn_xgsg.
I'm allo righting tor economic growth ﬂhrough actions that

'don‘t need tc bn'passad by this COngress. Take a look at
I

N

I
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government ragdlation. Day by day, rule by rule, and induatry by

industry, we' re winning battles for common sense against over-

regulation. Just last Thursday, for example, my Administration

annouﬁced reforms on nutrition labelling for meat.and poultry.
Cur reforms wil%'kaep our fcod supply aevery bit as aafse, but we
will raduce tha;burden and .xpanaé of regqulatien on American
consumers = ané on our hard-working food producérs and grocars.,

\\\ If c°ngres% sends me any new legislation that would over-

' |
regulate our aeconomy, I

Now if we Amaricans are going to hone our skills and really.

compate in the coming years, wa've got a lot more to do. I want
gy’ Tyree ¢ & 2»,»\/1/&1[/}

us to keep our ﬁights on the next American Century.; My strategy 9&4,
g | cerne: | ( é«u—u?
Flrst, we must change and renew our schools.( When I thi %
— T T AL eyt
of America in tH. year 2000,) I think of a nation of students
C(f\..r.—\k’

educating aurselwes throughout our lifetimes in tha bast system

i

of schools, collﬁgas and universities in the world. This will

4
local cemmunitieﬁAPavn joined me already in a commitmant we call
' I

take revolutionaiy changesu Most, our states and hundreds of
o] o "%57

America 2000, Bgsiness as usual will not help us reach our

national eduaatién goals. We need to get behind world class

standards, new c+rricu1um frameworks, breag-the-mold-séhools,

voluntary nation#l testing. And a centerpiece of our plan is the

beliaf that scho%ls will do their best whan parents enjoy real

fresdon and real}responsibility to choose their children's

schools. School ichoice for parents is an idea whoge time has

|
|
|
1
|
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cond; wa need to make uur"txeqi&one health care mora

affordabla and more available to Americans. \\ WQ a11 know the"

prablema. Too,many pacple don't have health insurancc - and fﬁﬁ%zauq
hoalth care costs are gcing through the roof. We also know that ﬁ;%;?
the answer doesn't lie in costly and coeraiva plana likn the

scheme to makelcmployers “g;gy_gx_ngx ¥ And the anawer certainly

ien't _gggiglizgﬁ_mgﬂiging W\ Nationalizad health care would be

a national disaster. \\ The way I've proposed we halp our
w

socioty deal with this is based on mg;;g_g_gng_ghgigg i:?nr

answer is to change our health cavre systam for the bettdr -- not
' L 8 1n education, vuucherl are a key part of my
s&en of giving Anericans a fairer and more affordable health

« \\ Things

ara so out of hand that,K parents refusa to coach Little Loague for

A

fear of liability suits. Some doctors won't deliver babjes

anymera because ' at malpractice suits. \\ Well, just imagine what

we could achiave if we spent as

xg_gg_guing_gggh_ggn;:. \\ And the costs of liability and

litigation on small business are abzsolutely horrendous. You

know, there ware 18 million lawauits filed in America last year.

Eighteen millionh That's why I've asked Congress to pass my

civil justice retorm bill =- wg&g will help pacple resclve
pﬂggagaqwmutmxzunuﬂhéwuuww aﬂﬁ%%fmp ;fﬁ?ﬂ
= -vr a2 ,‘.-‘ ‘:!r

problams

Fourth, we must refarm government in 1ine with one ot

o
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Amorioa's moot important founding p 1noip1os. striot 1imits oen

fru as we ' ould ba. We mugt fix A gongress 2 o7 - gone
, A0 A bl cltrin cmitaticd & X

X m Eet‘=—apply to 'Cong_rass all the laws tley imposae ""‘-‘ea’:?
V’& Mon pecple like you. civil rights laws, the-ﬂnimmqa, fair 4%:;“
{ﬂ labor standards rgh,  \\ a%;-mu' eliminata the . %»3;7

W o~ speoial intoroa PACs that giva. untair advantages to inoumbenu

1n Congreso. \\' And say yes to the people's call mr_nm_umm
fi,w" T aeliest
j Mnmm \\‘ﬂz term ia limited 7- thoirs ghould ba, too. \\

mj;h; we must work to expand our markets.

I want to open
up the exciting. market opportunitieo in Mexico as\SW"_‘N} W it
! ’
28

poeeibla. As we work for the North Amerioan Free Trade
' 0,7

Agreement, I'm also making progreos advancing my vision of open >

trade and risinq investment throughout the entiro Wastern e

w [placeholder for insert from clayton Yautter on Kohl%ﬂ

meeting ang GATTU. hthmWa level playing field, I M
}wr Mo G

now Americans oan out=produce 'and out-porfom anyone, anytime, »”
- - hadt ;,H’ % i Linele |

anywhere. ' \\MW& A s (ﬂ'd MW

W W p~ on eaoh of those ohallonges, there ars two roads to take:

One is ratorm, the other proteota the gtatus quo.
|

You and I azl'o gatherad on Caps.tol Hill today becausa we

Whaxn a common purposa. Wa're here in the neighhorhood of a ;

” M/‘ congress t,hat taj.\ls to heed calls for raform, that fails to pass

ﬁ‘ﬁ
:\

a simple plan to halp creata jobs and build confidence. We're

A
M}' not simply going to complain about the Ccmqross,--wo-'-re—go*ng—tc

.:tzl i 4&g:~ff%/%at Ay Jv?v&{-~ W Chm cdkﬁwgc’ﬁh4 Cﬂrn4yuhra

II .
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ehenqt-tﬁiﬂﬁasagzih W\ Whoever een't help get this country ,
moving -- can det out of the wav. \\

There ere'hundredl of you here. == hometewn bueinese laaders
whe are the backbone of your eemmunities. Juet ‘after this
upeech, I understand that all of you are headad up the Hill to
visit your. Sen;tors and Representatives. I hepe yeu'll pass
alonyg my wermest thenks to thoee ‘who ‘supported our ecenomi¢

|
growth plan. But for any of those e

RS-0 e a s

who . happen
to be part of the crowd that's trying teo stifle the 2concmy while
nqueezing mnore texee out of working ‘Americans, I'd like you teo

send them this I massage: Goodbye,
This will be my final campeign - and I plan to fight es
never bafora, I never drgamed I'd have the privilege of being

your Preeident et the great turning peint when freedon prevailed
ovar imperial cemmunism. But I won't rest until I help this

country win ahoﬁher legacy.
| @Aﬁajb4,o£§k¢»€ étkﬁefvi£- - Ty

You can heIﬁ me. You_can_help_lead—thee—eountry*gghQEEN&.@va
~—— é Q\

heights~ct freedom and prosperity. Thank you, and God bless the /
.' Ch
United States ef|Americe. B ' ' H

Ao

"I B | . T,

|
|
|
I
i
|
\
l
|
|
|

.
|
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strong in the next century. Immu—State nf the—Umtomriddress in

iy ﬁlan G:Eis.stimulate the economy without raising taxes -

- and w QoY R 2a8.ingd the federa '.' 5 g — g av

3

'1"1".-9!1'!\ SAYN X~ — - .:z!_n..- -

WA g e
= | \I L R NS - ——
potr-fere 1= how the iIE3?EI“ﬁEjB!IE‘“Tﬂ“CUﬂgreos—¥o¢ponéed“

when-I—a8Ked them to do what's right nu;—aur—aqoaeﬂwu

|
I‘

! oy turned their back on first-time homequyers by failinq
to enget a $5,000 tax credit. They rejacted the investment tax
allow c¢e and other reforms to halp bus;nesses modernize and
compete. They voted to keep our capital gains‘tax among the

highesgt in the developed world.

§ asked for action to stimulate this acondmy -=- not BEI?T@)“

3t Wﬁfzaad to strehghten real estate, -ﬂ7=auud to help young
, Ced A A 1o
familips buy that first home -- now. \\ ;%;Egheé-naee—ia¥eatnont

OmA‘O{Fttdrt(éuu¥14vu-ﬁevu4tdﬂa o
We—need-to L

peoplo—whe create good jobs.
mow\\

: t the majority in CQngress could not break their tax-and-

aD i ] *f- Ne

spend’ abits. \\ I askad for a jobs bill -~ and they passed a
bill t increase income taxes by 90 billion dollars. ,\\

ey D R — i - ; AT ey e ] = and. I

= | - : . — /*“Mﬁ(”'
e Nes T oo deasptrded netie Longuesa, bt

~
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Tt | g, O A (X7
nr%unced obthor actions Te move- 5,“»- St —%%,
i - g ' L

'
[
!
1
I
|
N
!

>
| 9 , - p
= et ot . S ras—us oM -l Ry M
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You and I have business experience: We know what the tax
increa ;e would really do. About two-thirds of the taxpayers who

‘.wouldfhe subjact to the higher rates are owners of small
l

busine

|
I Foens
|
L

_h- == nany of them crivpled -= ¢_ the Denmocratg!

increake. Thousandl of famzly-run grocery and convenianae stores
ara i this categary. Small’ family farms also could face
finansial ruin fram such a tax hike. |

.The bill I‘ve just vetoed tried to raise the marginal rate

for small family busineases and- farms by more than 25 percent.

- Thst think'about the inmpact of this on your'.own businesses.
|

The gr cery bualness - wholasale and retail --.15 fiercely

compatktive.' You operata on tha thinnast of profit marglns -

for whplesalers gt's often ;ess than ‘a penny on the dollar.

|
e
i.
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I you hadlto face more than a zgungzggnt_ingzgggg in the

bracket where you pay most . of your taxas, how would you cope’

Yeu'd feal prassura to cut back on tha quality of yaur servic&.
| - .

Compet tion would presa you' to hold out as 1ong aa possibla

bafore pasaing coats along. to your customars -- B0 'You might have

to eli inata joba. Eventually avaryona in the buainoss would

I'direcﬁed}the Secrétary ‘of Labor to implement promptly the

force m worker to have money takan out of his paycheck to finance

the campaigns of politicians he opposes._ And>w

Also last Triday, I sent chgress mL_:insn_linghixgm
recissions.: This will hold Conqresa to account as I seek to out

$4 bilLion in wasteful spending., And it will bring us a step
closer| to the p?wer that 43 governors hava - ;ha_lingii;gm_xg&g.
I'm also f;ghting for economic qrowth through ‘actions that
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GROCERS' PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSEMBLY

HORNER
MCBRIDE

VICE PHESIbENT
SKiNNEH‘
SCOWCROFT .
DARMAN

PORTER
ROGICH
ROLLINS

SMITH
YEUTTER

ERADY
BROMLEY
CALIO
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Rm. 122, %2930, no later than 2:00 TODAY, Monday, March
23, with a copy to this office. Thank you.
|
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i
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the Presidant
and Stalf Secretary
Ext. 2702
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government regulation. Day.by day, rule by rule, and 1ndultfy by
industry, we're winning pattles for common sense against cver-
regulagion. Uuét last Thursday,'for 0xémp1e, my Administration
annocunced reforﬁs on nutrition labelling for megt and péultry.
Gur reforms will keep our food supply every bit as safe, but we
will reduce the burden and exp-nui ot fagulation on Amarican
consumers -- and on our hard-working food producers and grocers.
\\\ If COngres; gends me any new lagislation that would over-

regulate our economy,

Now if we Americans are going to hone our skills and really.
compete in the ?oming years, we've got a lot more to do. I want

us to keep our sights on the next American Century. ﬁg_g;x;;ggg

of America in the year 2000, I think of a nation of students
kducating ourselves throughout our lifefimas in the best system
of schools, col}cqes and universities in the world. This will .
take revolutionary changes. Most of our states and hundreds of
local cammunit;as have joinéd me already in a commitment we call
America 2000. Business as usual will not help us reach our
national cducat}on goals, We need to get behind world class
standards, new purriculum frameworks, brcak-the-mold-séhools,
voluntary natidnal testing. And a centerpiece of our plan is the
belief that sc@ools will do their best when parents enjoy real

' freedom and real responsibility to choose their children's

schools. 8chool choice for parents is an idea whose time has
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come. \\ LAWU*"W““‘ : .3§.H;f1\

, ﬁgggnd we need to make ouv-tuuu&tant health eare Lnﬁo-
arfordabh and ﬁn’available t ericans. \\ We all know the"
problems: Too many paeocple don't havo health insurance - and
health cérc costs are going through the roof. We a;sq know that
the anawer dqéén‘t lie in coaély and coercive plans 1ika'th¢
scheme to make'amployers "M " And the answar coibedbny

_spcialized medicine. \\ Nationalizad health care would be
a national diuaater. \\ The way I've proposed wa help our '.
égciety deal with this is based‘on mn;kgtg_nnﬂ_ghgig;.” Our
answer is to change our health carc'éystqm for the beﬁter:-- nét
ruin it. Juétigs.in education, veuéhers are & kay pért of my
vision of giving Americans a fairer and more affordable healfh
care system;.\\

Third, we need to gtop the ¢ suits. \\ Things

are 50 out of hand that parents refuse to coach Little Léague.for

fear of liabilit suits. Some doctors won't deliver babies
j W-"ﬂwﬂ rurey shars = Jurd

anymore bacause of malpractice suits.f\\ wWell, just imagine what u%hﬂ
\twaut

we could achieve if we spent as much X ) :
wa do guing each other. \\ And the costs of liability and

litigation on emall business are absolutely horrendous. You

know, there were 18 million lawsuit.s filed in America last year.
Eightean million! That's wh&'I've ASked'COngress to pass my
-civil‘juética reforn bill -- which will help people resolve
problems mwm W |

Fourth, va nust reform government in line with one of
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changé ﬁp.'céngreln. \\ *qhoevcr cénf£ heip get this copntry Co
moving -- can get out of the way. \\ |

Therqi;ﬁé:hundredn of you harét-- homatown businass laadars
who are the backbone of your communities. Jnnt:aftar.this
spaécn, X unﬂer@ténd that @ll'uf you are headed up the Hill to
visit youf,sénatofa and Reprosang#tives., I hopé'yoh'll pass
along my warnest thanks to those who supported our ecogom;ﬁ"
growth plan.' But for any of those members of Congress who happen
to.be part of the crowd that's trying to stifle the economy while
squaezing more:tgxes out of working Americans, I'd like you to
send tﬁem this message: Goodbye. |

This will:be my final campaign --.and T plan to fight:és
never befora. ‘I never dreamed i'd have the privilage of being
your ?rasidant:éﬁ-the greaf turnihg point when freedem pre§aiidd
over imperiél Communigm. But I won't rast uﬁtil I help thisl

country win anether legacy.

"_:."‘ -

¥éu can help lead this éountrylto new
heightg of freedom and prosperity. Thank you, and God bless the
United States of America. ' |

I
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[Acknowledgments] '

((It's a pleasure to be with so many of the people who bring
broccoli to the grocery shelﬁes of America.))

((Wwhen I was at a grocers' convention in Florida recently,
the press wondered why I was so impressed with a new check-out
scanner I was shown. I'll tell you why. It was so
sophisticated, when I ran my hand across it, it prediéted the
number of electoral votes I'd get in November.))

((Seriously, though, those new scanners can actually read
the signature on a check. .Something tells me you'll soon be
.seeihg them in every store on Capitol Hill.))

I'm heré todéy to aék you to do something for our country.
This year's national elections are historic -- they are the first
siﬂce'the eﬂd of the Cold War. We've changed the world -- we've -
won a great victory for world peace and freédoﬁ. We'll stay
engaged with the world, but now it's a top priority that we set ™~
some things right here at home.

Let's begin with the United States Congress. \\ This year,
iet's show that the people are sovereign. Let's not just
complain abéut Congress -= let's transform it. \\ Let's replace
the liberallruling class with common-sense people who share our:

values. \\
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The 0l1d Guard that rules Congress has fallen out of touch
and out of control. Congress is the number one obstacle to
moving this country forward. And it's time to change its
leadership. \\

Think of how the Democratic majority in Congress responded
when I asked them to do what's right for our economy:

They turned their back on first-time homebuyers by failing
to enact a $5,000 tax credit.

They rejected the investment tax allowance and other reforms
that could help businesses modernize with new equipment. They
turned down my plan to allow $10 billion more in cash flow for -
companies that create many of the jobs in this country.

They voted to keep our capital gains tax among the highest
in the developed world. For purely partisan reasons, they
refused to pass my proposal to cut those steep taxes on
investment and job creation.

My State of the Union proposals offered those and other
incentives for growth without raising taxes -- and without
increasing the federal deficit. And I gave Congress fair

warning: If it sent me a bill raising taxes, I'd send it back
with my veto. And that's exactly what I did last Friday. \\

I asked for action to stimulate this economy -- not stifle
it: W\ %2;embers of Congress to asked—them—ter break their tax-
and-spend habits -- but they couldn't do it. \\ I asked for a

jobs bill -- and they passed a bill to increase income taxes by

90 billion dollars. \\
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They.broke their trust with the Americén people -- and I
kept my promise: I vetoed their tax increase. \\

The Democrats' attempts to explain their actions prove how
far removed they are from the real people who make this country
work. Here are the exact words of the House Democrat who
sponsored the tax increase: "The richest 1 percent of all
Americans will pay more. We will have returned to the time--
nonored tradition of taxing people on their ability to pay."~

They want us to think no one really would suffer from such a
massive tax increase. They want us to think all their targets -
are so "rich" they would never feel the pinch.

Anyone who believes that is dangerously out of touch. \\
You and I have business experience: We-know what the tax
increase would really do. About two-thirds of the taxpayers who .

would be subject to the higher rates are owners of small

businesses. More than a million small businesses would be

affected —- many of them crippled -- by the Democrats! tax

increase. Thousands of family-run grocery and convenience stores
are in this category. Small family farms also could face
financial ruin from such a tax hike.

The bill I've just vetoed tried to raise the marginal rate-
for small family businesses and farms by a full 25 percent.

Just think about the impact.of this on your own businesses.
The grocery business -- wholesale and retail --.is fiercely
competitive. You operate on the thinnest of profit margins --=-

for wholesalers it's often less than a penny on the dollar.



4

If you had to face a 25 percent increase in the bracket
where you pay most of your taxes, how would you cope? You'd feel
pressure to cut back on the quality of your service -- that costs
money, after all. vyou'd feel competitive pressure to hold out as
long as possible pbefore passing costs along to your customers ==
so you would be pressed to eliminate jobs. Eventually everyone
in the business would have to pass the costs along -- and that-
would fuel inflation. The tax-hungry Democrats' triple play
would give us poorer se vice, fe jobs i .

Those are the simple facts of life for people trying to make
a living in business. But the arrogant politicians who call the
shots in Congress just don't get it. And this President has run
out of patience.

Last Friday I sent Congress mx_ﬁizgg_ling;i;gmL;ggiggigng.
This action will hold Congress to account as I seek to cut $4
billion in wasteful spending. And it will bring us a step closer
to the power that 43 governors have -- the line-item veto. \\

I'm also fighting for economic growth through actions that
don't need to be passed by this Congress. That's in the area of
regulation. Day by day and rule by rule, we're winning battles
for common sense against over-regulation. ([Add details of
particular interest to grocers and convenience stores.]

But if we're to hone our skills and really compete in the
coming years, we've got a lot more to do. I want us to keep our

sights on the next American Century.

First, we must work to expand-our.markets. I want to open
C

"\ ' “
Lam UF ( am\fl.ij opportnnities for ol Americans

b A . ol
\ Y \Mproving our a\o'hg o bompwt s ccesofull, in 7,
Iaree matioml| matk&f‘p\dtt 5 =
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up markets in Mexico, throughout Latin America, and around the

world. \\

i
Decause wit Can .CA‘ a revolutrion A Prnesicen celueation §uyseng emme
no |oa3c,r colemte SeconCL/ we must Wm

“"3“‘3\""" quality schools.== energized by competition and freedom for

Aum extellence Lhich
'a owr schaols, parents to choose what schools are best for their kids. \\

Tt W
Third, we Mo—zﬁ—%eﬁm health care .3;2." rh

affordable and wmere available to 'Americans -- and the answer lies

all ————
in markets, not in socialized medicine. \\
Fourth, we J&Mﬁ_lm \\

Imagine what we could achieve if we spent as much time helping

wt v;:"' W‘:"“‘"‘ each other as we do suing each other. \\

roorm ¥OF

ok Cmbintd of - And fifth, we must tackle each of these challenges without -
brogess o °

|u°r~9"““3 e welling the bureaucracy --= and without raising taxes j\\ IE

=g

)ithow¥ \:"‘J’ there is one central conviction that separates you and me from
\ed

T:::J .,.:-Jw the liberals in Congress, it is this: We be @ &

)

oVt too big -- and it spends too much. \\\

on every one of these challenges, there are two opposing
camps. One is fighting for reform, the other is defending the
status quo. I know I can count on you to fight with me for
reform. And we'll tell the people in Congress: Help get this
country moving -- or get out of the way. \\

This year must be a watershed. Our most powerful weapon to
win victories for our future is the ballot box. It's time for-
the American people to show the Congress and the bureaucracy who
is really the boss. \\

1'11 wage a vigorous campaign for the vision and the values
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we share. I'll work to earn the people's vote for a second term.
And I'll work just as hard to transform the United States
Congress. People are filled with righteous anger at the
arrogance and the abuses of the 0ld Guard in Congress. And it's
high time you and I had a Congress that shared our pelief in Tk
meaning and purpose of this great country. \\

In1g_1gg;;yg_ggn_ghgngg_ggngzggs. We can elect new people
to restore integrity and common sense to Capitol Hill.

In my second term I want to serve four vigorous years. I
want to move this country forward -- with members of Congress who
truly represent the American people's values and aspirations.
And we must fix a congressional system that has fallen out of .
control. We need to apply to members of Congress all the laws
they impose on everyone else. \\ We need to reform the campaign
funding system that gives unfair advantages to incumbents in
congress: That means eliminate the special interest political
action committees -- the PACs. \\ And we must heed the rising
public clamor for change. If term limits are right for the
presidency, jt's time for term limits for Condgress. W\

Again and again, I've tried to send the message to this
congress to get pack in touch with the people. But the liberal
majority will not listen.

There are hundreds of you here -- hometown business leaders
who are the backbone of your communities. When you speak, your
representatives listen -- or at least they go through the motions

of listening. Some of you l1ive in states or districts
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represéntad by incorrigibly anti-business liberals.

Just after this speech, I understand that all of you are
headed up the Hill to visit your Senators and Representatives.
I'm asking you to send the anti-business liberals a message.

Just tell them one word: Goodbye. Tell them they've had
their last chance -- and now they're serving their last days in
congress.

This will be my final campaign -- and nglanning to fight as
never before. I never dreamed I'd have the privilege of being
your President at the great turning point when freedom prevailed
over imperial Communism. But I won't rest until I help this
country win another legacy. I will fight to elect a congress
that's worthy of the good people of this country.

You can help me. You can help elect a new Congress to work
with us -- not against us. You can help lead this country to new
heights of freedom and prosperity.

Thank you, and God bless the United States of America.
# # f-
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((It's a pleasure to be with so many of the people who bring
broccoli to the grocery shelves of America.))

((When i was at a grocers' convention in Florida recently,
the press wondered why I was so impressed with a new check-out _
scanner I was shown. 1I'll tell you why. It was so.
sophisticated, when I ran my hand across it, it predicted the.

number of elqctoral votes I'd get in November.))

((Seriodsly, though, those new scanners can actually read
the signature on a check. Something tells me you'll soon be-

seeing them in every store on Capitol Hill.))

I'm here today to ask you to do something for .our country. .
This year's nétional elections are historic -- they are the first -
since the endiof the Cold War. We've changed the Qorld -- we've .-
won a great victory for world peace and freedom. We'll stay
engaged with‘tﬁe world, but now it's a top priority that we set—
some things right here at home.

Let's begin with the United States Congress. \\ This year,
let's show that the people are sovereign. Let's not just
complain about Congress -- let's transform it. \\ Let's replace -

the liberal ruling class with common-sense people who share our

values. \\
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'The 0l1d Guard that rules Congress has fallen out of touch -.
and out of cbntrol. Congress is the number one obstacle to
moving this Eountry forward. And it's time to change its
leadership. A

Think of how the Democratic majority in Congress responded .-
when I askedithem to do what's right for our economy:

They turned their back on first-time homebuyers by failing
to enact a $5,000 tax credit.

They rejected the investment tax allowance and other reforms
that could hélp businesses modernize with new equipment. They
turned down hy Plan to allow $10 billion more in cash flow for -
companies thét create many of the jobs in this country.

They vo#ed to keep our capital gains tax among the highest -
in the develéped world. For purely partisan reasons, they
refused to péss my proposal to cut those steep taxes on
investment aﬁd job creation.

My State of the Union proposals offered those and other-
incentives fér growth without raising taxes ---and without
increasing the federal deficit. And I gave Congress fair
warning: If;it sent me a bill raising taxes, I'd send it -back--
with my veto. And that's exactly what I did last Friday. \\

Iﬁaskedffor action to stimulate this economy -- not stifle ..
it. \\ I meﬁbers of Congress to asked them.to break their tax--
and-spend habits -- but tﬁey couldn't do it. \\ I asked for a .
jobs bill --'and they passed a bill to increase income taxes by -

90 billion dollars. \\
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They.broke their trust with the Americén people == and I
kept my promise: I vetoed their tax increase. \\

The Democrats' attempts to explain their actions prove how -
far removed they are from the real people who make this country
work. Here are the exact words of the House Democrat who
sponsored the tax increase: "The richest 1 percent of all
Americans wiil pay more. We will have returned to the time--
honored tradition of taxing people on their ability to pay."~

They waqt us to think no one really would suffer from such a
massive tax increase. They want us to think all their targets -
are so "rich" they would never feel the pinch.

Anyone who believes that is dangerously out of touch. \\

You and I havé business experience: We know what the tax.
increase.woulg really do. About two-thirds of the  taxpayers -who ..

would be subj?ct to the higher rates are owners of small

businesses. More than a million small businesses would be

affected -- many of them crippled -~_by the Democrats' tax

increase. Thbusands of family-run grocery and convenience stores .
are in this cétegory. Small family farms also could face
finéncial ruiﬁ from such a tax hike.

The bill I've just vetoed tried to raise the marginal rate -
for small famiiy businesses and farms by a full 25 percent.

Just thiﬁk about the impact of this on your own businesses..
The grocery business -- wholesale and retail --.is fiercely
competitive. éYou operate on the thinnest of profit margins ---

for wholesalers it's often less than a penny on the dollar.
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If you had to face a 25 percent increase in the bracket
where you pay most of your taxes, how would You cope? You'd feel
Pressure to cut back on the quality of your service -- that costs
money, after all. VYou'd feel competitive pressure to hold out as -
long as possible before passing costs along to your customers -- -
so you would be pressed to eliminate jobs. Eventually everyone
in the business would have to pass the costs along -~ and that -
would fuel inflation. The tax-hungry Democrats' triple play
would give us poorer service, fewer jobs, and more igflation;

Those are the simple facts of life for people trying to make
a living in business. But the arrogant politicians who call the
shots in Congress just don't get it. And this President has run
out of patience.

Last Friday I sent Congress my first line-item recissions.
This action will hold Congress to account as I seek to cut $4-
billion in wasteful spending. And it will bring us a step closer

to the power that 43 governors have -- the line-item veto. \\

I'm also fighting for economic growth through actions that
don't need to be passed by this Congress. That's in the area of
regulatioﬁr Day by day and rule by rule, we're winning battles ..
for common sense against over-regulation. [Add details of
particular interest to grocers and convenience stores;]

But if we're to hone our skills and really compete in the-
coming years, we've got a lot more to do. I want us .to keep our -
sights on the next American Century.

First, we must work to expand our markets. I want to open
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up markets in Mexico, throughout Latin America, and around the
world. \\

Second,jwe must create a new generation of world-class
quality schools -- energized by competition and freedom for
parents to choose what schools are best for their kids. \\

Third, Qe need to make our excellent health care more
affordable aﬁd more available to Americans -- and the answer -lies:..
in markets, ﬁot in socialized medicine. \\

Fourth,;we need to stop the epidemic of lawsuits. \\
Imagine vhat .we could achieve if we spent as much time helping -
- each other as we do suing each other. \\ »

And fifﬁh, we must tackle each of these challenges without -
swelling the‘bureaucracy -- and without raising taxes. \\ If>
‘there is one central conviction that separates .you and me from-.
the liberalséin Congress, it is this: We believe government is
too big -~ aﬁd it spends too much. \\\

On every one of these challenges, there are two opposing
camps. One is fighting for reform,‘the other is defending the -
status quo. T know I can count on you to fight with me for.
reform. And:we'll tell the people in Congress: Help get this.
country moving -- or get out of the way. \\

This yeér must be a watershed. Our. most powerful weapon to .
win victorie% fof our future is the ballot box. It's time for-
the American people to show the Congress and the bureaucracy who

is really the boss. \\

I'll wage a vigorous campaign for the vision and the values -
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we share. I;ll work to earn the people's vote for a second term.
And I'll work just as hard to transform the United States
Congress. People are filled with righteous anger at the
arroganée an& the abuses of the 0ld Guard in Congress. And it's
high time you and I had a Congress that shared our belief in
meaning and purpose of this great country. \\

This vear we can change Congress. We can elect new people -
to restore integrity and common sense to Capitol Hill.

In my séconduterm I want to serve four vigorous years. I
want to move this country forward -- with members of Congress who.
truly represént the American people's values and aspirations.

And we must ﬁix a congressional system that has fallen out of -
control. We ;eed to épply to ﬁembers of:Congreés all the laws
they impose oﬁ everyone else. \\ We need to reform the campaign-
funding system that gives unfair advantages to incumbents in.
Congress: That means eliminate the special interest political
action committees -- the PACs. \\ And we must heed the rising -
public clamor:for change. If term limits are right for the.
presidency, if's time for term limits for Congress. \\\

Again and again, I've tried to sénd the message to this
congress to get back in touch with the people. But the liberal.
majority will not listen.

There are hundreds of you here -- hometown business leaders
who are the backbone of your communities. When you speak, your .
representativés listen -- or at least they go through the motions

of listening.:'Some of you live in states or districts
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represénted Sy incorrigibly anti-business liberals.

Just after this speech, I understand that all of you are .
headed up the Hill to visit your Senators and Representatives.
I'm asking you to send the anti-business liberals a message.

Just teil them one word: Goodbye. Tell them they've had.
their last chance -- and now they're serving their last days in -
Congress.

This will be my final campaign -- and I planning to fight-as .
never before. I never dreamed I'd have the privilege of being -
your Presideﬁt at the great turning point when free&om prevailed .
over imperial Communism. But I won't rest until I help this:
country win another legacy. I will fight to elect a Congress::
that's worthj of the good people of this country.

You can:help me. You can help elect a new Congress to work:
with us -- not against us. You can help lead this country to_new
heights of freedom and prosperity. |

Thank yoh, and God bless the United States of America;

# £ F-
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TO: Dan McGroarty

FROM: CLAYTON YEUTTER
Counsellor to the President for

Domestic Policy
Dan, Roger Porter will do the clearance for
us on this speech, but I'll send along a
couple of quick observations.

First, I've noted a couple of places
in the draft where something is missing.

Second, you'll need to reconstruct
some of the tax policy language on p. 2.
The final version of the tax bill included
capital gains provisions, a first year de-
preciation provision, etc. It did not
include the $5,000 tax credit for first
time home buyers. So be sure you make
reference to what they left out, and not
to what was included, or the Democrats
will attack the President for taking cheap
shots.

All in all, I like the speech. It
does a good job of following through on the

themes we used yesterday.
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((It's a pleasure to be with éo many of the people who bring -
broccoli to the grocery shelves of America.))

((When I;was at a grocers' convention in Florida recently,
the press wondered why I was so impressed with a new check-out -
scanner I was shown. 1I'll tell you why. It was so.
sophisticated, when I ran my hand across it, it predicted the.
number of electoral votes I'd get in November.))

((Seriously, though, those new scanners caﬁ.actually read.--
the signature on a check. .Something tells me you'll soon be :
seeing them in every store on Capitol Hill.))

I'm here today to ask you to do something for our country.
This year's na#ionalﬂelections are historic -- they are the first
since the end of the Cold War. We've changed the world -- welve-.
won a great victory for wbrld peace and freedom. We'll stay
engaged with the world, but now it's a top priority that we set -
some things right here{at home.

Let's begin with the United States Congress. \\ This year,
let's show that the people are sovereign. Let's not just
complain about Congress -- let's transform it. \\ Let's replace -

the liberal ruling class with common-sense people who share our-

values. \\
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The Old Guard that rules Congress has fallen out of touch
and out of control. Congress is the number one obstacle to
moving this country forward. And it's time to change its
leadership. \\

Think of how the Democratic majority in Congress responded
when I asked them to do what's right for our economy:

They turned their back on first-time homebuyers by failing
to enact a $5,000 tax credit.

They rejected the investment tax allowance and other reforms
that could help businesses modernize with new equipment. They
turned down my plan to allow $10 billion more in cash flow for
companies that create many of the jobs in this country.

They voted to keep our capital gains tax among the highest
in the developed world. For purely partisan reasons, they
refused to pass my proposal to cut those steep taxes on
investment and job creation.

My State of the Union proposals offered those and other

incentives for growth without raising taxes -- and without
increasing the federal deficit. And I gave Congress fair

warning: If it sent me a bill raising taxes, I'd send it back
with my veto. And that's exactly what I did last Friday. \\

I asked _

action to stimulate this economy -- not stifle

ongress to asked them to break their tax-
-=- but they couldn't do it. \\ I asked for a
jobs bill -- and they passed a bill to increase income taxes by

90 billion dollars. \\
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They'bque their trust with the Americén people -- and I
kept my promise: I vetoed their tax increase. \\

The Democrats' attempts to explain their actions prove how .
far removed they are from the real people who make this country
work. Here are the exact words of the House Democrat who
sponsored the tax increase: "The richest 1 percent of all
Americans will pay more. We will have returned to the time--
honored tradition of taxing people on their ability to pay."~

They want us to think no one really would suffer from such-a
massive tax increase. They want us to think all their targets :
are so "rlch" they would never feel the pinch.

Anyone who believes that is dangerously out of touch. \\ .

You and I have business experience: We know what the tax.
increase would really do. About two-thirds of the taxpayers who .

would be subject to the higher rates are owners of small

businesses. More than a million small businesses would be -
\
affected -- many of them crippled -- by the Democrats' tax

increase. Thousands of family-run grocery and convenience stores.

are in this category. Small family farms also could face
financial ruiﬁ from such. a tax hike.
The billiI've just vetoed tried to raise the marginal rate -
for small family businesses and farms by a full 25 percent.
; Just think about the impact of this on your own businesses..
The grocery bQSiness -- wholesale and retail --.is fiercely
competitive. 'You operate on the thinnest of profit margins =--—

for wholesalers it's often less than a penny on the dollar.
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If you ﬁad to face a 25 percent increase in the bracket
where you paj most of your taxes, how would you cope? You'd feel
Pressure to cut back on the quality of your service -- that costs
money, after éll. You'd feel competitive pressure to hold out as -
long as possible before passing costs along to your customers .-- -
so you would be pfessed to eliminate jobs. Eventually everyone
in the business would have to pass the costs along -- and that-
would fuel inflation. The tax-hungry Democrats'’ triple play
would give us poorer service, fewer jobs, and more inflatiop.

Those are the simple facts of life for people trying to.make
a living in bﬁsiness. But the arrogant politicians who call the -
shots in Congress just don't get it. And this President has run
out of patience.

Last Friday I sent Congress my first line-item recissions.
This action will hold Congress to account as I seek to cut $4 -
billion in wasteful spending. And it will bring us a step closer

to the power that 43 governors have -- the line-item veto. \\

I'm alsoffighting for economic growth through actions that -
don't need toibe pPassed by this Congress. That's in the area of -
regulation. Day by day and rule by rule, we're winning battles.
for common seﬁse against over-regulation. [(Add details of .
particular interest to grocers. and convenience stores. ]

But if we're to hone our skills and really compete in the -
coming years, we've got a lot more to do. I want us to keep our-
sights on the next American Century. |

First, we must work to expand our markets. I want to open
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up markets in Mexico, throughout Latin America, and around the
world. \\

Second, we must create a new generation of world-class
quality schools -- energized by competitipn and freedom for
parents to choose what schools are best for their kids. \\

Third, we need to make our excellent health care more
affordable and more available to Americans -- and the answer -lies .

in markets, not in socialized medicine. \\

Fourth, we need to stop the epidemic of lawsuits. \\
Imagine what we could achieve if we spent as much time helping :
each other as we do suing each other. \\

And fifth, we must tackle each of these challenges without -
swelling the bureaucracy -- and without raising taxes. \\ If.C
there is one central conviction that separates you and me from -
the liberals in Congress, it is this: We believe government is .
too big -- and it spends too much. W\

On every one of these challenges, there are two opposing -
camps. One is fighting for reform, the other is defending the -
status quo. I know I can count on you to fight with me for
reform. And we'll tell the people in Congress: Help get this -
country moving -- or get out of the way. \\

This year must be a watershed. Our most powerful weapon to
win victories for our future is the ballot box. It's time for-
the American people to show the Congress and the bureaucracy who

is really the boss. \\

I'll wage a vigorous campaign for the vision and the values
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we share. I'll work to earn the people's vote for a second term.
And I'll work just as hard to transform the United States
Congress. People are filled with righteous anger at the
arrogance and the abuses of the 0ld Guard in Congress. And it's
high time you and I had a Congress that shared our belief in -
meaning and purpose of this great country. \\

This year we can change Congress. We can elect new- people _-
to restore integrity and common sense to Capitol Hill.

In my second term I want to serve four vigorous yYears. I ~
want to move this country forward -- with members of Congress who
truly represent the American people's values and aspirations.
And we must fix a congressional system that has fallen out of =
control. We ﬁeed to apply to members of Congress all the laws
they impose on everyone else. \\ We need to reform the campaign
funding system that gives unfair advantages to incumbents in -
Congress: That means eliminate the special interest political
action commit#ees -- the PACs. \\ And we must heed the rising -
public clamorlfor Change. If term limits are right for the.
presidency, it's time for term limits for Congress. \\\

Again and again, I've tried to send the message to this
Congress to get back in touch with the people. But the liberal
majority will hot listen.

There areehundreds of you here -- hometown business leaders:
who are the baékbone of your communities. When you speak, your.:
representatives listen -- or at least they go through the motions.

of listening. Some of you live in states or districts
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represénted by incorrigibly anti-business liberals.

Just after this speech, I understand that all of you are
headed up the Hill to visit your Senators and Representatives.
I'm asking you to send the anti-business liberals a message.

Just tell them one word: Goodbye. Tell them they've had
their last chance -- and now they're serving their last days in
Congress.

This will be my final campaign -- and/I planning ‘to fight as
never before. I never dreamed I'd have the privilege of being
your President at the great turning point when freedom prevailed
over imperial Communism. But I won't rest until I help this
country win another legacy. I will fight to elect a Congress
that's worthy of the good people of this country.

You can help me. You can help elect a new Congress to work
with us -- not against us. You can help lead this country to new
heights of freedom and prosperity.

Thank you, and God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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((It's a pleasure to be with so many of the people who bring

broccoli to the grocery shelves of America.))

1

((When I was at a grocers' convention in Florida recently,
the press wondered why I was so impressed with a new check-out

scanner I was shown. I'll tell you why. It was so

sophisticated, when I ran my hand across it, it predicted the

number of electoral votes I'd get in November.))

((Seriously, though, those new scanners can actually read
tﬁe signature én a check. Something tells me you'll soon be
seeing then in:every store on Capitol Hill.))

I'm here today to ask you to do something for our country.
This year's na#ional elections are historic -- they are the first
since the end éf the Cold War. We've changed the world -- we've
won a great viétory for world peace and freedom. . We'll stay

engaged with tﬁe world, but now it's a top priority that we set

‘some things right here at home.

Let's bégin with the United States Congress. \\ This year,
let's show that the people are sovereign. Let's not just
complain about Congress -- let's transform it. \\ Let's replace

the liberal ruling class with common-sense people who share our

values. \\
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The 014 Euard that rules Congress has fallen out of touch
and out of control. Congress is the number one obstacle to
moving this copnfry forward. And it's time t9 change its
leadership. \\

Think of how the Democratic majority in Congress responded
when I ASked tﬁem ;o do what's right for our economy:

They turned their back on'first-time homebuyers by failing
to enact a $5,000 tax credit.

They rejected the investment tax allowance and other reforms
that could helb businesses modernize with new equipment. They
turned down my plan to allow $10 billion more in cash flow for
companies that create ﬁany of the jobs in this.country.

They voted to keep our capital gains tax among the highest
in the developed world. For purely partisan reasons, they
refused to pas% my proposal to cut those steep taxes on
investment andzjob creation.

My State of the Union proposals offered fhose and other
incentives forigrowth without raising taxes -- and without
increasing the federal deficit. And I gave Congress fair
warning: If it sent me a bill raising taxes, I'd send it back
with my veto. iAnd that's exactly what I did last Friday. \\

I asked fér action to stimulate this economy -- not stifle
it',\\ I members of Congress to asked them to break_their tax-
and-spend habiés -- but they couldn't do it. \\ I asked for a
jobs bill -~ and they passed a bill to increase income taxes by

90 billion dollars. \\



3

They broke their trust with the American péople -- and I
kept my promise: I vetoed their tax increase. \\

The Democfats' attempts to explain their actions prove how
fa; removed they are from the real people who make this country
work. .Here are the exact words of the House Democrat who
sponsored the tax increase: "The richest 1 percent of all

Americans will pay more. We will have returned to the time-

"honored tradition of taxing people on their ability to pay."

They want us to think no one really would suffer from such a
massive tax inerease. They want us to think all their targets
are so "rich" #hey would never feel the pinch.

. Anyone who believes that is dangerously out of touch. \\
You and I have business experience: We know what the tax
increase would:really do. Abeut two-thirds of the faxpayers who
would be subject to the higher rates are owners of small
businesses. More than a million small businesses would be

affected -- many of them crippled -- by the Democrats' tax

increase. Thousands of family-run grocery and convenience stores
are in this cafegory. Small family farms also could face
financial ruin from such a tax hike.

The bill I've just vetoed tried to raise the marginal rate
for small family businesses and farms by a full 25 percent.

Just think:about the impact of this on your own businesses.
The grocery buéiness -- wholesale and retail -- is fiercely
competitive. Yeu operate on the thinneet of profit margins --

for wholesalers it's often less than a penny on the dollar.
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If you haé to face a 25 percent increaée in the braéket
where you pay ﬁost of your taxés, how would you cope? You'd feel
pressure to cut back on the quality of your service -- that costs
money, after all. You'd feel competitive pressure to hold out as
long as'possibie before passing costs along to your customers --
so you would bé pressed to eliminate jobs. Eventually everyone
in the business would have to pass the costs along -- and that
would fuel inflation. The tax-hungry Democrats' triple play
would give us poorer service, fewer jobs, and more inflation.

Those are the simple facts of life for people trying to make
a living in business. But the arrogant politicians who call the.
shots in cOngréss just don't get it. And this President has run
out of patience.

Last Fridéy I sent Congress my first line-item recissions.
This action will hold Congress to account as I seek to cut $4
billion in wasféful spending. And it will bring us a step closer
to the perr that 43 governors have -- the line-item veto. \\

I'm also fighting for economic growth through actions that
don't need to be passed by this Congress. That's in the area of
regulation. Day by day and rule by rule, we're wihning battles
for common sense against over-regulation. [Add details of
particular intérest to grocers and convenience stores. ]

But if we';e to hone our skills and really compete in the
coming years, wé've got a lot‘more to do. T want us to keep our

sights on the next American Century.

First, we must work to expand our markets. I want to open
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up markets in’ﬁexico, throughout Latin America, and around the
world. \\

Second, we must create a new generation of world-class
quality schoolé -- energized by competition and freedom for
parents to choose what schools are best for their kids. \\

Third, we need to make our excellent health care more
affordable andimore av;ilable to Americans -- and the answer lies
in harkets, not in socialized medicine. \\

Fourth, we need to stop the epidemic of lawsuits. \\
Imaginé ﬁhat we could achieve if we spent as much time helping
each other as we do suing each other. \\

And fifthx we must tackle each of these challenées without
swelling the bﬁréaucracy -- and without raising téxes. \\ If

there is one central conviction that separates you and me from

the liberals in Congress, it is this: We believe government is

~too big --_and it spends too much. \\\

on every ohe of these challenges, there are two opposing
camps. One is fighting for reform, the other is defending the
status quo. I know I can count on you to fight with me for
reform. And we'll tell the people in Congress: Help get this
country moving - or get out of the way. \\ |

This year must be a watershed. Our most powerful weapon to
win victories for our future is the ballot box. 1It's time for
the American pebple to show the Congress and the bureaucracy who
is really the bpss. \\

I'll wage a vigorous campaign for the vision and the values
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we share. I'11 work to earn the people's vote for a second term.
And I'll work 5ust as hard to transform the United States
Congress. People are filled with righteous anger at the
arrogance and the abuses of the 0ld Guard in congress. And it's
high time you and I had a Congress that shared our belief in
meaning and purpose of this great country. \\ '

This xear:we can change Congress. We can elect new people
to restore intégrity and common sense to Capitol Hill.

In my second term I want to serve four vigorous years. I

want to move this country forward -- with members of Congress who
|

'truly represent the American people's values and aspirations.

And we must fix a congressional system that has fallen out of
control. We need to apply to members of Congress all the laws
they impose On:everyone else. \\ We need to reform the campaign
fundinglsystemlthat gives unfair advantages to incumPents in
Congress: That means eliminate the special interest political
action committees -- the PACs. \\ And we must heed the rising
public clamof for change. If term limits are right for the
presidency, it's time for term limits for Congress. \\\

Again and again, I've tried to send the message to this.
Congress to ge# back in touch with the people. But the‘liberal
majority will not listen.

There are;hundreds of you here -- hometown business leaders
who are the backbone of your communities. When you speak, your
representatives listen -- or at least they go through the mofions

of listening. ‘Some of you live in states or districts
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represénted by;incorrigibly anti-business liberals.

Just aftef this speech, I understand that all of you are
headed up the Hill to visit your Senators and Representatives.
I'm asking youfto send the anti-business liberals a message.

Just tellzthem one word: Goodbye. Tell them they've had
their last chance -- and now they're serQing their last days in
Congress. ; |

This willibe my final campaign -- and I planning to fight as
never'before. EI never dréamed I'd have the privilege of being
your President at the great turning point when freedom prevailed
over imperial éommunism. But- I won't rest until I help this
country win another legacy. I will fight to elect a Congress
that's worthy éf the good people of this country.

You can help me. You can help elect a new Congress to work

with us -- notfagainst us. You can help lead this country to new

‘heights of freedom and prosperity.

Thank you: and God bless the United States of America.
| #  # #
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