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Week Ending Friday, March 13, 1992

Exchange With Reporters in
Pensacola, Florida

March 7, 1992

The President. That is amazing. He said,
and this man’s entitled to his opinion, that
we set the course record for going down
there and back, 2 miles. '

Q. Do you believe it? [Laughter]

Q. They tell that to all the Commanders
in Chief.

The President. Do you believe I'm going
to win the primaries?

Arms Shipments to Irag

Q. Are you worried about the Scuds, sir?

The President. Scuds? Yes. But the man
who ought to be worried about it is Saddam
Hussein,

Q. Have you ordered boarding of those
ships, of the Marine ships, sir?

Q. Are you contemplating some options?

The President. We're always con-
templating options, yes.

Can you tumn those cameras around be.
cause I want to take my shirt off, privacy.
How many are honoring this?

Q. Everybody.

The President. Promise? No reporting on
the body? [Laughter]

Q- Is it okay if we hoot a little bit?

The President. Yes, you can go like that.
But no, I'm serious. Otherwise, I'll do it.
Come on, Larry [Larry Downing, News-
week], promise. Word of honor.

Presidential Primaries

Q. How are you going to do in the pri-
maries, Mr. President?

The President. We're going to win them
alland then keep on going and winning every
one of them. All across the nationj cam-
paign, I'm going to conduct myself with a
certain amount of dignity and making very
clear I'm not a candidate of hatred and trying
to appeal broadly to this country.

When I look at the Democrats’ side, I give
them credit for working hard and doing their
number out there, and I'm not about to inter-
vene in the primaries. But I've got to tell
you, I feel confident about winning in the
fall. And I feel good about today and Tues-
day. And so, it’s not been easy out here, as
you know, but we’re going very well, indeed,
making clear I understand the problems of
this country, We've got good answers for it.
And when we get into the fall campaign I'm
ready to put my values, my programs on the
line against some of these other things I hear
out there.

Today is a nonpolitical day in terms of the
visit itself, but I'll be talking about the de-
fense of this country and the need to keep
strong and the need to guard against any con-
tingency. Sorry, but when 1I listen to the de.
bate on the other side, I don’t hear that con- .
cern for the national security. I am the Presi-
dent. And I have a constitutional responsibil-
ity to keep this country strong. And I'm going
to do it. So, it's those issues, though, you see,
are not in focus at all; they’re not even being
discussed.

So, we’ll wait until the fall. But you caught
me on a good day. I really feel pretty good.
Marlin feels good, Marlin feels very good
today. :

Q. Why do you feel you can afford not
to campaign tomorrow or Monday?

The President. Well, I think we’re in good
shape. I think we’re in very good shape in
the primary States. I don’t know how you
all felt, but I've felt that the response we've
been having is very enthusiastic. The crowds
have been superb, and so I'm Just coming
at it from a position of real confidence. But
not enough confidence that I didn’t get on
the phone this morning and talk to the Gov-
emor of South Carolina, the Senator from
South Carolina, both of whom reiterated
their confidence. Talked to our campai
manager in Florida, my boy Jeb. Talked to
our son George who was campaigning in Mis-
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sissippi yesterday and been going, crisscross-
ing Texas. And all of them are very upbeat.
So, the voters will decide this on Tuesday
and somewhat today. »

Q. Mr. President, do you think the voters
are getting the message from you, though it’s
thin%y veiled, against Buchanan, that he is in-
sensitive to——

The President. The message there I get
is what George Bush stands for. And I've
tried to stand for this every day of my Presi-
dency. And I hope our Presidency has been
one of decency, a sense of honor, a sense
of fairplay, and I'm just going to continue
to emphasize these themes.

I mean, I think Americans like a political
battle, but I think they expect their President
to express some of these fundamental values.
And when I speak out against hatred, bigotry,
anti-Semitism, racism, it’s not aimed at any-
body; it’s aimed at values that this country
really has, whatever side of the aisle you're
on. And so, it’s something that I just feel I
must do. And it just didnt start with this
campaign, if you'll go back and look at my
speeches over the last few years.

So, it’s really appealing to the better nature
of the American people, and the American
people are well-intentioned on these matters
of fairplay. And so, I'll keep speaking out on
it.

Q. How long do you think Buchanan will
stick it out?

The President. Have no idea.

We'll see you guys. Thank you for the run.

Note: The exchange began at 7 a.m. at Pensa-
cola Naval Air Station. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Statement on the Death of
Menachem Begin of Israel and
Exchange With Reporters

March 9, 1992

The President. We're going to have just
a little statement here. Thanks for helping
with the logistics here. But what I want to
do now is to send our most sincere condo-
Jences to the people of Israel and to the fam-

Mar. 7 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

ily of Menachem Begin, former Prime Min-
ister. His historic role in the peace con-
ference, peace process, will never be forgot-
ten; ;;)articular emphasis, of course, will al-
ways be on his historic and I would say very
courageous and foresighted role at Camp
David. And now people are talking peace,
but tEeop]e will remember Menachem Begin
as the man that made a significant, coura-
geous breakthrough, just as they will remem-
ber Sadat for the same thing. So, we send
our most sincere condolences to the people

there.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. How do you think the peace talks are
going now?

The President. Well, it's hard to tell.
They're talking, though. A year ago nobody
would have thought that possible. And it’s
very important that they keep talking. And
that’s what our whole policy is about; that’s
a lot of what post-Desert Storm was about.
And I think there’s a real chance just as long
as people keep talking at the peace table.

Arms Shipments to Iraq
Q. What's the latest, sir, on this Korean
ship that
The President. 1 have no recent informa-
tion. I talked to General Scowcroft this morn-
ing, but nothing to say publicly on that.

Loan Guarantees for Israel

Q. Do you think Israel will drop its press
for the loan guarantees?

The President. I have no idea.

Q. Do you wish they would agree to—

The President. We're perfectly prepared
to, 1(111 accordance with U.S. policy, to go for-
ward.

Presidential Primaries .
Q. Why do you think Pat Buchanan would
stay in
The President. Look, I
Q. ——even when it's numerically impos-
sible for him to take the nomination?

The President. 1 haven’t been trying to
analyze that up until now, and I don’t think
I'll start now, if you'll excuse me. We're wag-
ing a pretty good campaign. It’s high-level.
It's keeping my sights on the major issues.
A lot o? them, such as world peace, seem
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March 6, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVE DEMAREST
FROM: DAN MC GROARTY WA:,}‘!
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR PENSACOLA NAVAL AIR STATION

I. SUMMARY

On Saturday, March 7 at 9:00 a.m. you will deliver
remarks to an audience of 2,300 military personnel and their
families in the Blue Angel Atrium at the National Museum of Naval
Aviation, Pensacola Naval Air Station in Florida.

II. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 12 minutes / teleprompter)
focus on the collapse of communism and America's post-Cold War
defense structure.

This text is based on a draft froﬁ NSC. Given the audience,
the heavy NSC emphasis on defense cuts has been tempered -- and
new language has been added to assure the Pensacola contingent

that the Bush Administration will fight Democratic plans to gut
our defenses.



McGroarty/Bunton
March 6, 1992
1:00 pm

(FLA]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PENSACOLA AIR STATION
MARCH 7, 1992
9:15 A.M.

[Introductory acknowledgements.] It's great to be here in
Pensacola ~- the "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own
training runs up and down the coast -- from Chincoteague,
Virginia to Ft. Lauderdale.

I can remember strapping into my training plane -- the old
Stearman N-23: "The washing machine" we called it. Captain
Rasmussen told me today that they'd soon be adding to your fine
collection another of my old planes, an Avenger hauled up from
the bottom of Lake Michigan: I think that's great -- I'm just
glad to say I'm not the one who put it there. //

Let me recognize the flight instructors here at Pensacola.

I say this for the benefit of the newcomers here: Many of these
guys have made it through one of the toughest tests of all:
they're graduates of Desert Storm. // To Major Joseph Small for
his courage in captivity -- and to all the members of this
nation's finest who served with such valor in Desert Storm: your
Commander in Chief salutes you. //

Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of bra&e men and

women who served before you, you've earned the right to take



2
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
the Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- all across the globe -- we see a new
birth of freedom, a new world of opportunity coming into view.

With change comes new challenges. Our Cold Wﬁr victory
means a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense
spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing our national
~security. //

Those reductions are going to mean tough times for some
communities -- here in Florida and across the country. 1It's
going to mean a readjustment for people.leaving the service --
and for workers at defense contractors who'll have to shift to
the commercial economy. We're doing what we can to he1§ ease the
pain -- with a broad range of job-matching services and
adjustment assistance. We want to make sure our economy can take
advantage of the special skills, the 1eédership qualities and the
motivation veterans bring to any job they do. ///

Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is to.make
certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet post-
Cold War challenges.

| To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in

this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
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demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages --_and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again. We've learned this
lesson: America stays safe when America stays strong. //

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-~ even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history - unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes -- but military forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable ﬁs to meet vital American inte:ests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear
deterrent. . I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for many of our nuclear forces =-- including all our bombers
-- to stand down from alert. Yes, our nuclear forces can and
will be smaller than they are today. But for all the positive
changés we've witnessed -- the fact remains that Russia retains

its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of Desert Storm, we now
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know much more abouf the progress Iraq made toward acquiring
nuclear weapons. .Today, 15 nations possess the means to build
ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best efforts to contain
their spread, by fhe year 2000, that number may climb to 20.

And we know anofher harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
-~ when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We c ot cou on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, in our new world as in the old, secﬁritx means
forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.

To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn its back and head for home - I

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will'always be a force for freedom in the world. //
Third, our strateqgy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power has
always helped us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the

war.
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forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't be
tﬁrned'off and on like water from a faucet. If é large-scale
threat.re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild. We've got
to keep our technological edge -- keep R&D effort focused on
equipping you with the next generation of weapons systems. And
as I think back to my own days, I know training takes~timg:
qualiﬁy can be measured in the hours, days, weeks, and months you
spend in fhe classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the fight one for our times. If Qe want to
advance American intereéts, if we want to defend American ideals:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must ghape

events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. // :
So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional

threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next

challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some of
the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill —- folks who wouldn't

know a Toméat from a Tomahawk ---are geﬁting ready right now to
open the'Battle of the Pork ﬁarrei. ‘I've‘been there. I know how
it is in Congress: I know the way members who ought to look to
our nationalhdefense needs can't see past their own district. //
Well, if we keep open bases that are obsolete, buy weapons we
don't need, respond to threats that no longer exist -- we won't

be-ready for the Very real dangers that may come our way. //
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But there's a greater danger. Just yesterday, House
Democrats circﬁlated a letter. They want to start a bidding war:
see who can gut our defenses the fastest. They'd start by
doubling the cuts we've proposed. They want to cut muscle --
they want to take the minimum'we've said we need to meet our
security needs -- and they want to cut 100 billion more. l/

Let me say to the folks cooking up these schemes: don't
play political games with this country's security. Send me a
bill that doesn't keep us strong -- and I'll shoot it down. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. I assure you -- the men and women who

serve this country, you: the ones who take the ultimate risk --
that the forces that remain can meet the mission you must
perform. // I say to those who want to put down the scalpel and
swing the meat-axe: This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the
line against reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless

the United States of America.

¥ FF
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVE DEMAREST

FROM: DAN MC GROARTY DMu}l )
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR PENSACOLA NAVAL AIR\STATION
I. SUMMARY

On Saturday, March 7 at 9:00 a.m. you will deliver
remarks to an audience of 2,300 military personnel and their
families in the Blue Angel Atrium at the National Museum of Naval
Aviation, Pensacola Naval Air Station in Florida.

IT. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 12 minutes / teleprompter)
focus on the collapse of communism and America's post-Cold War
defense structure.

This text is based on a draft from NSC. Given the audience,
the heavy NSC emphasis on defense cuts has been tempered -- and
new language has been added to assure the Pensacola contingent
that the Bush Administration will fight Democratic plans to gut
our defenses; ‘ '
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PENSACOLA AIR STATION
MARCH 7, - 1992
9:15 A.M.
[Introductory acknowledgements.] It's great to be here in

Pensacola ~- the "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue

Angels. Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own

training runs up and down the coast -- from Chincoteaque, ﬁ. q l
-
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# % remember strappi g into my ?aining plane -- the old
Stearman N-23: "“The Y we called it. captain
Rasmussen told me today that they'd soon be adding to your fine

collection another of my old planes, an Avenger hauled up from

\
the bottom of Lake Michigan: I think that's great -~ I'm just . !

glad to i%'I m %h'eooer put it there. *M‘“’“’ f
Let me recognize tl: flight ?n‘smors here at Pensacola.
I say this for the benefit of the newcomers here: Many of these
guys have made it through one of the toughest tests of all:
they're araduates of Desert Storm, // To Major Joseph Small for
his courage in captivity -- and to all the members of this
nation's finest who served with such valor in Desert Storm: your
Commander in Chief salutes you. l/
Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are pai:‘t
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and

women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
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pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
the Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some sée us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed, //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- all across the globe -- we see a new
birth of freedom, a new world of opportunity coming into view.

With chan omes new challenges. Our cold War victory
means.m. from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense
spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security. //

Those reductions are going to mean tough times ‘for some
communities -- here in Florida and across the country. 1It'sg
going to mean a readjustment for people leaving the service ~-
and for workers at defense contractors who'll have to shift to |
the commercial economy. We're doing what we can to help ease the -
pain -- with a broad range of job-matching services and
adjustment assistanceo We want to make sure our economy can take
advantage of .the special skills, the leadership qualities and the
motivation veterans'bring to any job they do. l//

Today, with the Cold war won, our challenge is to make -

certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet post-
Cold War challenges,

To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in

this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
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demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again. We've learned this
' 7

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer in@o the future

lesson:

and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-= even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history - unravelled inv72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes -- but military.forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -~ without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear
deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the-
order for many of our nuclear forces -- including all our bombers
—= to stand down from alert. Yes, our nuclear forces can and
will be smaller than they are today. But for all the positive
changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains that Russia retains

its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of Desert Storm, we now
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know much more about the progress Iraq made toward acquiring
nuclear weapons. -Today, 15 nations possess the means to bhild
ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best efforts to contain
their spread, by the year 2000, that number may climb to 20.
And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm

-- when a single Séud missile took more American lives than any

other combat action. Mﬂnﬂmmmﬂm

d~-d ent. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was

made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and )
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter ,
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.
To those who sound the g1xgn;g_ggll_gﬁ_igglgtignigm -= who |
want to see this country turn its back and head for home ~- T
say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

always wo « //

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
Present dangers are few ~- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson You learn here at Pensacola —--
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power has:
always helped us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the

war.
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forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't be
tﬁrned'off and on like watqr from a faucet. If-& large-scale
threat.re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild. We've got
to keep our téchno;ogical edge -; keep R&D effort focused on |
equipping you with the next generation of weapons systems. And
as I think back to my own days, I know training takes -time:
quality can be measured in the hours, days,'weeks, and months ;Bu
spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times.. It we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals: -

we've got to do more than réact to events -- we must ghape
/
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threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next -
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may ui¢ wtf
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Well, if we keep open bases that are obsolete, buy weapons we -
don't need; respond to threats that no lonéer exist -~ we won't

be ready for the very real dangers that may\come our way. //
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But there's a greater danger. Just yesterday, House

Democrats circulated a letter. They want to start a bidding wa

T~ Coneing Yean NQ.
see who can gut our defenses the fastest. They'd start by *

doubling the cuts we've proposed. They want to cut muscle —-

they want to take the minimum we've said we need to meet

security needs -- and they want to cut lgg_hillign_mgzg. //

Let me say to the folks cooking up these schemes: don't

play political games with this country's security. Send me a

bill that doesn't keep us strong -- and I'll shoot it down
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The choices we make today must be choices we can live with

tomorrow. They set the course for years to come -~ ten, even

Cwenty years from now. I assure you -- the men and women who

perve this country, you: the ones who take the ultimate risk -- mﬂaje
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I thank you for this warm Penéacola welcome.
n Chief,

As Commander

I salute you for serving your country. May God bles

the United States of America.
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PENSACOLA AIR STATION
MARCH 7, 1992
9:15 A.M.

THANK YOU, ADMIRAL FETTERMAN FOR THAT KIND
INTRODUCTION. IT'S GOOD TO SEE SENATOR CONNIE MACK,
CONGRESSMAN BILL DICKINSON, AND VINCE WHIBBS HERE
TODAY. IT'S GREAT TO BE HERE IN PENSACOLA -- THE
"CRADLE OF NAVAL AVIATION" AND HOME OF THE BLUE ANGELS.
COMING HERE THIS MORNING PUTS ME IN MIND OF MY OWN
TRAINING RUNS UP AND DOWN THE COAST -- FROM
CHINCOTEAGUE, VIRGINIA TO FT. LAUDERDALE. FROM NAS
LEWISTON-AUBURN TO OPA-LOCKA.

I CAN REMEMBER STRAPPING INTO MY TRAINING PLANE --

THE OLD STEARMAN N-23: "THE YELLOW PERIL" WE CALLED
IT. CAPTAIN RASMUSSEN TOLD ME TODAY THAT THEY'D SOON
BE ADDING TO YOUR FINE COLLECTION ANOTHER OF MY OLD
PLANES, AN AVENGER HAULED UP FROM THE BOTTOM OF LAKE
MICHIGAN: I THINK THAT'S GREAT -- I'M JUST GLAD TO SAY
I'M NOT THE ONE WHO PUT IT THERE. THOUGH I DID LEARN
THIS IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN.



LET ME RECOGNIZE THE FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS HERE AT
PENSACOLA. I SAY THIS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE NEWCOMERS
HERE: MANY OF THESE GUYS HAVE MADE IT THROUGH ONE OF
THE TOUGHEST TESTS OF ALL: THEY'RE GRADUATES OF DESERT
 STORM. // TO MAJOR JOSEPH SMALL FOR HIS COURAGE IN
CAPTIVITY -- AND TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THIS NATION'S
FINEST WHO SERVED WITH SUCH VALOR IN DESERT STORM:

YOUR COMMANDER IN CHIEF SALUTES YOU. //

MOST OF ALL I THANK YOU FOR THIS WARM WELCOME. YOU
ARE PART OF A PROUD TRADITION. ALONG WITH THE MILLIONS
OF BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED BEFORE YOU, YOU'VE
EARNED THE RIGHT TO TAKE PRIDE IN A CENTRAL TRIUMPH OF
THIS CENTURY: THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION -- AND
THE END OF THE COLD WAR. / SOME SEE US AS SPECTATORS ON
THE SIDELINES -- BUT WE KNOW BETTER. BECAUSE YOU SEE:
IMPERIAL COMMUNISM DIDN'T JUST FALL -- IT WAS PUSHED.
//




TODAY, ALL ACROSS EUROPE, IN EVERY CORNER OF THE
LANDS BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN -- ALL ACROSS THE GLOBE -
- WE SEE A NEW BIRTH OF FREEDOM, A NEW WORLD OF
OPPORTUNITY COMING INTO VIEW. |

WITH CHANGE COMES NEW CHALLENGES. OUR COLD WAR
VICTORY MEANS SOME RELIEF FROM THE HEAVY BURDEN THE
AMERICAN TAXPAYER HAS SHOULDERED FOR DECADES. WE CAN
AND WILL SCALE BACK DEFENSE SPENDING -- AND WE CAN DO
THIS WITHOUT SACRIFICING OUR NATIONAL SECURITY. //



THOSE REDUCTIONS ARE GOING TO MEAN TOUGH TIMES FOR
SOME COMMUNITIES -- HERE IN FLORIDA AND ACROSS THE
COUNTRY. IT'S GOING TO MEAN A READJUSTMENT FOR PEOPLE
LEAVING THE SERVICE -- AND FOR WORKERS AT DEFENSE
CONTRACTORS WHO'LL HAVE TO SHIFT TO THE COMMERCIAL
ECONOMY. WE'RE DOING WHAT WE CAN TO HELP EASE THE PAIN
-- WITH A BROAD RANGE OF JOB-MATCHING SERVICES AND
ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE OUR
ECONOMY CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SPECIAL SKILLS, THE
LEADERSHIP QUALITIES AND THE MOTIVATION VETERANS BRING
TO ANY JOB THEY DO. ///

TODAY, WITH THE COLD WAR WON, OUR CHALLENGE IS TO
MAKE CERTAIN A MILITARY FUNDED AT PRE-COLD WAR LEVELS
CAN MEET POST-COLD WAR CHALLENGES.




TO SUCCEED, WE'VE GOT TO HEED OUR HISTORY. TWICE
BEFORE IN THIS CENTURY, WE FOLLOWED VICTORY WITH A
HEAD-LONG RUSH TO DEMOBILIZE OUR FORCES. WE LET JOY
CLOUD OUR JUDGMENT, WE ABANDONED OUR ADVANTAGES -- AND
BECAUSE WE DID, WE ALLOWED HOSTILE NATIONS TO DICTATE
THE DIRECTION OF WORLD AFFAIRS. WE CANNOT AND WILL NOT
GO DOWN THAT ROAD AGAIN. Né'VE LEARNED THIS LESSON:
AMERICA STAYS SAFE WHEN AMERICA STAYS STRONG. //

THERE IS NO CRYSTAL BALL -- NO WAY TO PEER INTO THE
FUTURE AND PREDICT WITH CERTAINTY. THINK OF THE WAY
THE WORLD'S CHANGED -- EVEN SINCE YOU FIRST PUT ON THE
UNIFORM. EACH DAY THE FUTURE COMES AT US WITH
STARTLING SPEED. LOOK AT THE LAST GASP OF THE SOVIET
SYSTEM: 70 YEARS OF HISTORY -- UNRAVELLED IN 72 HOURS.



THAT'S WHY WE'VE GOT TO KEEP OUR BEARINGS. CHANGE
MAY TAKE PLACE IN MINUTES -- BUT MILITARY FORCES TAKE
YEARS TO BUILD. I'VE WORKED WITH SECRETARY CHENEY AND
GENERAL POWELL TO SHAPE A STRATEGY THAT WILL ENABLE US
TO MEET VITAL AMERICAN INTERESTS AND DEFEND ENDURING
AMERICAN IDEALS. I'M CONFIDENT WE'VE LAID OUT A SOUND
PLAN TO MAKE SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS -- WITHOUT RAISING
RISKS TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY.

OUR STRATEGY RESTS ON FOUR KEY ELEMENTS:



FIRST, SECURITY MEANS MAINTAINING AN EFFECTIVE
NUCLEAR DETERRENT. I THINK BACK ESPECIALLY TO THE DAY
I DID WHAT SO MANY OF MY PREDECESSORS MUST HAVE WISHED
THEY COULD DO: TO GIVE THE ORDER FOR MANY OF OUR
NUCLEAR FORCES ~-- INCLUDING ALL OUR BOMBERS -- TO STAND
DOWN FROM ALERT. YES, OUR NUCLEAR FORCES CAN AND WILL
BE SMALLER THAN THEY ARE TODAY. BUT FOR ALL THE
POSITIVE CHANGES WE'VE WITNESSED -- THE FACT REMAINS
THAT RUSSIA RETAINS ITS NUCLEAR ARSENAL. 1IN THE
AFTERMATH OF DESERT STORM, WE NOW KNOW MUCH MORE ABOUT
THE PROGRESS IRAQ MADE TOWARD ACQUIRING NUCLEAR
WEAPONS. TODAY, 15 NATIONS POSSESS THE MEANS TO BUILD
BALLISTIC MISSILES. AND IN SPITE OF OUR BEST EFFORTS
TO CONTAIN THEIR SPREAD, BY THE YEAR 2000, THAT NUMBER
MAY CLIMB TO 20.




AND WE KNOW ANOTHER HARSH TRUTH BROUGHT HOME BY
DESERT STORM -- WHEN A SINGLE SCUD MISSILE TOOK MORE
AMERICAN LIVES THAN ANY OTHER COMBAT ACTION. WE CANNOT
COUNT ON DETERRENCE TO STOP A MADMAN WITH MISSILES. WE
MUST DEPLOY A DEFENSE AGAINST BALLISTIC MISSILE ATTACK.
1/

SECOND, IN OUR NEW WORLD AS IN THE OLD, SECURITY
MEANS FORWARD-DEPLOYMENT. OUR COALITION VICTORY IN
DESERT STORM WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY YEARS OF JOINT
EXERCISES WITH OUR FRIENDS AND ALLIES OVERSEAS.

FORWARD DEPLOYED FORCES ALSO HELP US DETER CONFLICT AND
KEEP THE PEACE IN CRITICAL REGIONS AROUND THE WORLD.

TO THOSE WHO SOUND THE SIREN'S CALL OF ISOLATIQNISM
-- WHO WANT TO SEE THIS COUNTRY TURN ITS BACK AND HEAD
FOR HOME -- I SAY: AMERICA WILL NEVER WALK AWAY FROM
ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. AMERICA WILL ALWAYS BE A FORCE
FOR FREEDOM IN THE WORLD. //




THIRD, OUR STRATEGY PUTS A PREMIUM ON RAPID
RESPONSE. FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS, THE CENTERPIECE
OF OUR STRATEGY WAS TO CONTAIN THE SOVIET THREAT. WE
LIVE IN A WORLD WHERE CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGERS ARE FEW
-- WHERE THREATS WILL EMERGE WITH LITTLE OR NO WARNING.
THERE'S A LESSON YOU LEARN HERE AT PENSACOLA -- AND
THAT LESSON HOLDS TRUE: OUR ABILITY TO PROJECT POWER
FLEXIBLY AND RAPIDLY HAS ALWAYS HELPED US KEEP THE
PEACE -- AND IF NEED BE, TO WIN THE WAR. OUR FORCES
MUST BE AT A HIGH STATE OF READINESS -- THE BEST
EQUIPPED AND THE BEST TRAINED IN THE WORLD.
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FOURTH, WE'VE GOT TO RETAIN OUR CAPACITY TO
RECONSTITUTE OUR FORCES. PRODUCTION LINES FOR TANKS,
PLANES AND SHIPS CAN'T BE TURNED OFF AND ON LIKE WATER
FROM A FAUCET. IF A LARGE-SCALE THREAT RE-EMERGES --
WE'VE GOT TO BE READY TO REBUILD. WE'VE GOT TO KEEP
OUR TECHNOLOGICAL EDGE -- KEEP R&D EFFORT FOCUSED ON
EQUIPPING YOU WITH THE NEXT GENERATION OF WEAPONS
SYSTEMS. AND WE DON'T CREATE WELL-TRAINED FORCES
OVERNIGHT. AS I THINK BACK TO MY OWN DAYS, I KNOW
TRAINING TAKES TIME: QUALITY CAN BE MEASURED IN THE
HOURS, DAYS, WEEKS, AND MONTHS YOU SPEND IN THE
CLASSROOM AND IN THE COCKPIT. //
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THIS STRATEGY IS THE RIGHT ONE FOR OUR TIMES. IF
WE WANT TO ADVANCE AMERICAN INTERESTS, IF WE WANT TO
DEFEND AMERICAN IDEALS: WE'VE GOT TO DO MORE THAN REACT
TO EVENTS -- WE MUST SHAPE EVENTS. AND AS COMMANDER IN
CHIEF, I REPORT TO YOU: I'M CONFIDENT WE CAN. THERE
IS NO QUESTION THAT WE ARE THE UNDISPUTED LEADER OF THE
FREE WORLD. THANKS TO DESERT STORM OUR CREDIBILITY HAS
NEVER BEEN HIGHER. WE MUST USE QUR CREDIBILITY AND OUR
LEADERSHIP TO BUILD A LASTING PEACE.
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SO FAR THIS MORNING, I'VE FOCUSED ON THE KIND OF
REGIONAL THREATS WE MIGHT FACE IN THE FUTURE. BUT THE
FACT IS, THE NEXT CHALLENGE MAY NOT COME FROM ABROAD AT
ALL -- THE NEXT THREAT MAY BE A SNEAK-ATTACK BY SOME
CONGRESSIONAL SUB-COMMITTEE. SOME OF THE ARM-CHAIR
STRATEGISTS ON CAPITOL HILL -- FOLKS WHO WOULDN'T KNOW
A TOMCAT FROM A TOMAHAWK -- ARE GETTING READY RIGHT NOW
TO OPEN THE BATTLE OF THE PORK BARREL. I'VE BEEN IN
CONGRESS. I KNOW HOW IT IS THERE: I KNOW THE WAY SOME
MEMBERS WHO OUGHT TO LOOK TO OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE NEEDS
CAN'T SEE PAST THEIR OWN DISTRICT. // WELL, IF WE
KEEP OPEN BASES THAT ARE OBSOLETE, BUY WEAPONS WE DON'T
NEED, RESPOND TO THREATS THAT NO LONGER EXIST -- WE
WON'T BE READY FOR THE VERY REAL DANGERS THAT MAY COME
OUR WAY. [/
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BUT THERE'S A GREATER DANGER. JUST YESTERDAY,
HOUSE DEMOCRATS CIRCULATED A LETTER. THEY WANT TO
START A BIDDING WAR: SEE WHO CAN GUT OUR DEFENSES THE
FASTEST. 1IN THE COMING YEAR ALONE, THEY'D START BY
DOUBLING THE CUTS WE'VE PROPOSED. THEY WANT TO CUT
MUSCLE -- THEY WANT TO TAKE'THE MINIMUM WE'VE SAID WE
NEED TO MEET OUR SECURITY NEEDS -- AND THEY WANT TO CUT
100 BILLION MORE. //

LET ME SAY TO THE FOLKS COOKING UP THESE SCHEMES:
DON'T PLAY POLITICAL GAMES WITH THIS COUNTRY'S
SECURITY. SEND ME A BILL THAT DOESN'T KEEP US STRONG -
- AND I'LL SHOOT IT DOWN. //

WE MUST NOT GO BACK TO THE DAYS OF THE HOLLOW ARMY
-- THE AIR FORCE AND NAVY PLANES ON THE GROUND INSTEAD
OF IN THE AIR -- THE QUALITY OF THE FORCE DOWN --
MORALE DOWN.
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' THE CHOICES WE MAKE TODAY MUST BE CHOICES WE CAN
LIVE WITH TOMORROW. THEY SET THE COURSE FOR YEARS TO
COME -- TEN, EVEN TWENTY YEARS FROM NOW. I ASSURE YOU
-- THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVE THIS COUNTRY, YOU: THE
ONES. WHO TAKE THE ULTIMATE RISK -- THAT THE FORCES THAT
REMAIN CAN MEET THE MISSION YOU MUST PERFORM. //

EVERY OFFICER I'VE TALKED WITH SAYS WE HAVE THE BEST
TRAINED, MOST HIGHLY MOTIVATED PEOPLE THEY'VE EVER SEEN
IN UNIFORM. I WANT TO BE SURE WE KEEP IT THAT WAY. I
SAY TO THOSE WHO WANT TO PUT DOWN THE SCALPEL AND SWING
THE MEAT-AXE: THIS DEEP -- AND NO DEEPER. I WILL HOLD
THE LINE AGAINST RECKLESS CUTS. MWE WILL KEEP AMERICA
STRONG. //

I THANK YOU FOR THIS WARM PENSACOLA WELCOME. AS
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, I SALUTE YOU FOR SERVING YOUR
COUNTRY. MAY GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

## #
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The NSC staff has reviewed the Presidential remarks, and with the
changes®dn the attached incorporated, concurs.
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Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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(Introductory acknowledgements.] 1It's great to be here at
. Pensaéola ~-=- "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. {Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own
training runs across the country -- from Corpus Christi to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonal color.}

+a Mury Py esqaciall,
Let me salute the flight—instrueters here at PensacolaA T

6graduates of -
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esert Sto //

Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
Soviet Union -- aﬁd the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just ggll -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands

)TN FACT, ALL AROWRD THE &LogE :
behind the Iron Curtain,-- we see a new birth of freedom, a new

A
world of opportunity coming into view. //
With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered fbr decades. We can and 11 scale back defense
spending -# and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security?/ //

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the

C.\om.J domf\\ . .

Soviets at bay are ceming—home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. 1In the next five years, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. [/

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. 1It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial

w! Ow aee S‘L

economy. We're doing what we car to help ease the paina job mutehig sefvica:
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[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION. ] ?Nyw“ i Q‘ij:;“ﬂ

By 1997, defense spending will claim j P“‘dx% 3\?“&: GNP%N&&.1
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parentémmﬂu‘
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National Leaque batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War" became a

household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:

to make certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet

post-Cold War challenges.
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To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-- even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: _70 yeafs of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes -- but military forces take years to build.

. e LTS
I've worked with Secretary Cheneyign%}General Powel%]to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy resﬁs on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear
deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the

Mow ) vaelwding all Low
order for)P r ' nuclear forceg\to stand down from alert. Yes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But

for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
i
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Desert Storm, we know now much more about the progress Iraqg made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense égainst ballistic
missile attack. // |

Second, in our new world as in_the old, security means
forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter _ﬁﬁ
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world. ﬁ?ﬁ

To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who ‘QP
want to see this country turn its back and head for home -- I 3 0
say: America will never walk away from its responsibilitiesEﬁzgwép}¥.
America will alvays be a force for freedom in the world. // &%%%of ’

Third, our strategy puts a premium on rapid response. For
more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --

and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.



Fourth, we've got to retain our ca i constit
our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -~ keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back.to my own days, I know training

o achadad Thew
takes time: quality canhbe measured—in fthe hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //
This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to

advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape

events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. [/

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats Qe might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way members
who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to

those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:

This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the line against
reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless
the United States of America. |

# # F
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Please forward your comments dlrectly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 8:00 a. m., FRIDAY, MARCH 6, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

The NSC staff has reviewed the Presidential remarks, and with the
changes in the attached incorporated, concurs.

Brent Scowcroft
PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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{Introductory ecknowledgements.] It's great to be here at
Pehsacola -- "cCradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. {Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own
training runs across the country -- from Corpus Christi to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonal‘color } |

-Hq. G ,‘ {:“ML( ecen.c\al\.‘
V/ , ‘ Let me salute the fl&ght—;nstfue%ees here at PensacolaA I

_ —thar
-threﬁ?2:one—Uf—tHE_tUugnest—tests—of—e%%+——theyL§edg;aduates of
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A esert Storm. // ' '

Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. '/ Some see us as
epectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communiSm didn't just fall -- 1; was pusheg. !/

~ Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
)TN FACT, ALL AROUD THE 6Lots
behind the Iron Curta;qh-- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity ceming into view. //
With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered r decades. We can and 11 scale back defense

spending -# and we can do this without sacrificing our national

security?! //

Those reductions are already taking place.

divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Euro

and kept the
closed dexen, '

Soviets at bay are . We're retiring 100 ships --

cutting back 10 fighter wings. In the riext five years, we'll

reduce active forces, reserves, a civilian support by a full

one million. We'll cloée 500-military installations world-wide

And already, we've termi
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ted 100 weapons programs. //

That's going to mean tough times for some communities —-

here in Florida and across the country. 1It's going to mean a

readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at

defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial

, wr\-& awaer i
economy. We're doing what we car. to help ease the pains job mutehivg S2fvic

andwotier a uf\wﬂa.csk-‘rouu
[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION.] proyaws. We Hem\oi:«'-‘
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To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-- even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future

comes at us with étartling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
'Soviet system: 70 years of history =-- unravel;ed in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minuteé -- but military forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and Genera; Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising

- risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear
deterrent. I think back especially to thé day I did what so man§
of my predecessors must have wished they coyld do: to give the

e ) vweluding o\l MLS
order forfp r' nuclear force§\to stand down from alert. Yes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But

for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
i
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Desert Storm, we know now much moré about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their'spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert sform
-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

econ ln _our new wo the old, securij means

forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter A
conflict and keep the peace in qritiéal regions around the world. ﬁ§€

To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who \Qﬁ
want to see this counfry turn its back and head for home -- I gpf'ff
say: America will never walk away from its respon51b111t1es:”‘}:ﬁiﬂﬁy
America will always b force for freedom the world. //§$ gio

d, our strate uts remium o. apid response. For

more than forty yéars, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
'~ contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. ' There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --

and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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we've g aj
our forcegs. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've ‘got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training
on ackwadad Thwoo

takes time: quality canhbe measured—in Lhe hours, days,.weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:
we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape
events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. //

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposéd in defense
cuts, and cutfdﬂ;ég_gilligg_ggre. !/

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way members

who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past

their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. [/ v

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for Years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces that
remain can meet the missions You must perform. // I say to
those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:
This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the line against

reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander

in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless
the United States of America.

# # #
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A %M;
[Introductory acknowledgements.] 1It's great to be here/;t
Pensacola -- "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue

Angels. {Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own

training runs across the country -- from Corpus Christi to Ft.

.Lauderdale. Additonal color.}

Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
say this for the newcomers here: Many éf these guys have made it
through one of the toughest tests of all: they're draduates of
Desert Storm. //

Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before you,.you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of_z?éf
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -~ but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has

A“""’/&'
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shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense
spending -~ and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security. [/

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. In the next five years, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. //

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial
economy. We're doing what we can to help ease the pain:
[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION. ]

By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War" became a
household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:
to make certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet
post-Cold War'challenges.
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To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down.that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-- even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may.take
place in minutes -- but military forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. Yes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But
. for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. 1In the aftermath of
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Desert Storm, we know aei/gi:;’more about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
- wﬁen a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We canﬁot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic

missile attack. //

Second, in our new world as in the old, security means
forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was

.made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.
To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn its back and head for home -- I

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the worild. l/
Third, our strateqgy puts a premium on rapid reséonse. For
more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola —-
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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Fourth, we've got to retain our capacity to reconstitute

our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turnéd on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back td my own days, I know training
takes time: quality can be measured in the hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape

events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. //

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want

to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense

cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. // — Jocils WHO
wOMD” '//
Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill”are Cpoe 4

T Al
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel. Fz?*

I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way membersvgd“waq

who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no

-
~
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for Years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
e€2§¥§§§toﬁgsh -- the men and women Vho serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to
those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:
This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the line against

reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander

in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless

the United States of America.

# # #
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House Democratic Lea
Shifting Billions in Def

! By Eric Pianin
Washingtan Post Staff Writer

_The House Democratic leader-
ship campaigned yesterday to push
through legislation altering the
1990 budget agreement to allow
the shifting of billions of dollars in
defense savings to domestic pro-
grams next year.

.Fifteen House chairmen, includ-
ing Ways and Means Chairman Dan
Rostenkowski (D-IiL), Appropria-
tions Chairman Jamie L. Whitten
(D-Miss.), Energy and Commerce
Chairman John D. Dingell (D-
Mich.), and Transportation Com-
mittee Chairman Robert A. Roe
(D-NJ.), signed a letter yesterday
urging members to vote for the
fneasure when it reaches the floor
next week.

: “America must increase its do-
mestic investment levels—both for
private and public investment—if
we are to remain a preeminent
A . .

world economic power,” said the

_ Ietter, which was also signed by 12

of the 13 Appropriations subcom-
iittee chairmen. Defense subcom-

fittee Chairman John P. Murtha.

(D-Pa.) opposed the effort.
¢ House leaders seeking to cash in
qn the “peace dividend” moved de-

ense Savings to Domestic Program

cisively to counteract a drive by
Rep. Charles W. Stenholm (D-
Tex.), a member of the Budget
Committee, to kill the bill. Sten-
holm and other conservative Dem-
ocrats have joined with Republicans
in demanding that the budget
agreement be preserved and that
any defense savings go for deficit
reduction. ‘

Stenholm contends that more
than 40 House Democrats agree
that defense savings should go-to
reduce the deficit, projected at
$400 billion this year. House Speak-
er Thomas S. Foley (D-Wash.) ac-
knowledged yesterday that oppo-
sition to the budget-altering meas-
ure runs high and that “my guess is
it will be a close vote.” .

Foley said that under a fiscal
1993 Democratic budget resolution
approved by the House last night,
some defense savings would go to
deficit reduction. “The question is
whether any of it should be applied
to domestic investment, and I think
some of it should,” he said.

With or without a change in the
budget agreement, the Democratic.

resolution recommends reducing

the defense budget next year by

$15 billion in spending authority
and $10 billion in outlays—about

twice the $7.9 billion in budget au-
thority and $5.2 billion in outlays
recommended by the Bush admin-
istration.

If the agreement were altered,
then about $6.5 billion in defense
outlays would be shifted to domes-
tic programs, $1 billion would be
used to assist jobless defense work-
ers find new work, and the remain-
ing $2.5 billion would go for deficit
reduction. . o :

The .Democratic budget resolu-
tion contains two contingency pro-
posals—Plan A and Plan B—for
domestic spending in the coming

year that depend upon whether -

Congress agrees to tear down the
“fire walls” between defense and
domestic programs. After rejecting
alternative resolutions offered by
the Republicans and the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the House ap-
proved the two-pronged resolution

" on two consecutive votes of 215 to

201 and 224 to 191. )
Indicative of the concerns of
some House Democrats that the
budget resolution would cut too
deeply into defense spending and do
too little to reduce the deficit, 44
Democrats voted against the res-
olution.
Rep. Timothy J. Penny (D-

ders Press for Budget Change

s Would Require Altering *90 Pact

Minn.), a conservative concerned
about the deficit, said he voted with
the leadership to adopt the budget

plans but that he and others intend

to vote against tearing down the
walls next week. “There was an
understanding we would help push
the resolution through as a package
and fight over whether to leave up
the walls next week,” said Penny,
who touted next week’s vote as “the
single most important opportunity
this year to reduce the deficit.”

In his 1993 budget, President
Bush has proposed $281.6 billion in
budget authority for defense, $19.4
billion for international affairs, and
$204 billion for discretionary do-
mestic programs.

If the walls come down and Plan
A were adopted, new defense bud-
get authority would total $275 bil-
fion and international affairs spend-
ing would total $22.1 billion, while
discretionary domestic would total
$218 billion.

Under both the Bush proposal
and Plan A, next year's deficit is
projected at $331 billion. Stenholm

and other conservative Democrats |

prefer Plan B, which would devote
surplus defense funds to the deficit,
resulting in a projected deficit of_‘

$324.5 billion.
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[Introductory acknowledgements.] It's great to be here at
Pensacola -- "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. {Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own
training runs across the country -- from Corpus Christi to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonal color.}

Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
say this for the newcomers here: Many of these guys have made it
through one of the toughest tests of all: they're graduates of
Desert Storm. //

Most of all I thank You for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
Pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of

Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold war. / Some see us as

spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. 80:3&3.:;049/
’eeej}‘lmperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in eévery corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //

With change come new challenges. oOur Cold war victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense
Wil ﬁesPoNéuS(/‘()
spending -- and we eam do this'without sacrificing our national
security. //

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. In the next five years, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. //

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. 1It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial
economy. We're doingeﬁgzz%&g&can to help ease the pain:
[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION.]

By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National Leagque batting champ. And if yYou're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The Year the term "Cold war" became a
household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:

to make certain a military funded at bre-Cold War levels can meet
post-Cold War challenges.
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MUST EE Hhiddebatinbitfe-
To succeed, we've-got—te—heed our history. Twice before in

this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to

demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we

abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed

hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
MALE THAT MISTAKE

cannot and will not again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
== even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes -- but military forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without §g§i§Z¥¥}
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many

of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. VYes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But
for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
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Désert Storm, we know now much more about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic

missile attack. 1/

Second, in our new world as in the old, security means

forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.
To those who sound thé siren's call of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn its back and head for home -- I

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the worild. //
Third, our strateqgy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. wWe 1live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson You learn here at Pensacola ~--
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project powver helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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Fourth, we've got to retain our capacity to reconstitute

our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't

be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training
takes time: quality can be measured in the hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:
we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape
events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. //

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way members
who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for Years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, yo;%k
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces-ﬁgg%H
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to

those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:

This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the line against

reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless
the United States of America.

¥ # #
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DATE: 3/5/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FRIDAY, 3/6/92 8:00am
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PENSACOLA AIR STATION
SUBJECT: MARCH 7, 1992
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R—EMARKS: MCGREARTY

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 8:00 a.m., FRIDAY, MARCH 6, with a copy to this office.

Thank you.
—
PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

RESPONSE:
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[Introductory acknowledgements.] It's great to be here at
Pensacola -- "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. {Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my‘own
training runs across the country -- from Corpus Christi to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonal color.}

Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
say this for the newcomers here: Many of these guys have made it
through one of the toughest tests of all: they're graduates of
Desert Storm. //

Most of all I thank yoﬁ for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and ‘
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense
spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security. [/
Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the

divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the

Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships -- yow

cutting back 10 fighter wings.

reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. //

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. 1It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the serQice -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial
economy. We're doing what we can to help ease the pain:
{SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION. ]
By 199 defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The laSt time defense spending was this low, some of your parenté
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War" became a
household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:

to make certain a military funded at pre-~Cold War levels can meet

post-Cold War challenges.
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To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush tq
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-- even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes -- but military forces take Years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and Generél Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. 1I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on'four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many

of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. Yes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But
for all the positive changes we've witnessed ~- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
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Desert Storm, we know now much more about the progress Iraqg made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, in our new world as in the old, security means
forward-deployment. Our coalition wvictory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.

To‘those who souhd the siren's call of isolatibnism -- who
want to .see this country turn its back and head for home -- I

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the world. //
Third, our strateqy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the SoQiet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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Fourth, we've got to retain our capacity to reconstitute
our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training
takes time: quality can be measured in the hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape

events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. //

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. [/

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way members
who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. [/

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for Years to come -- ten, eveh
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to

those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:

This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the line against
reckless cuts. We will kgep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless

the United States of America.

t # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR DAN MCGROARTY
FROM: STEPHEN G. RADEMAKEFéé
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TG THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Pensacola Air Station

Pursuant to Phil Brady’s remarks, Counsel’s Office has reviewed
the above-referenced matter. We have no objection to the
proposed remarks, provided the word "assure" is inserted in place
of "certify to" on page 6, line six.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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GAUGHAN

REMARKS: MCGROARTY

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 8:00 a.m., FRIDAY, MARCH 6, with a Copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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[Introdﬁctory acknowledgements.] It's great to be here at
Pensacola -- "Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home .of the Blue
Angels. {Coming here this morning put$ me in mind of my own
training runs across the countfy == from Corpus Christi to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonalvcolor.} |

Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
say this for the newcomers here: Many of these guys héve made it
through one of the toughest tests of all: they're graduates of
Desert Storm. _// » ' |

Most of all 1 thank you‘for this wérm welcome.A You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before You, you've earned the right to take
prlde 1n the central triumph of this century' The collapse of‘
Sov1et Union -- and the end of the Cold war. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
See: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //

With change come new challenges. . our Cold War v1ctory means

a respite from the heavy burden the Amerlcan taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. ﬁe éan and will scale back defense
spending -- and we can do this without Sacrificing our national
security. //

Those reductions'are already taking pléce. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. 1In the next five yeafs, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
éne million. We'll cloée 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. // |

That's goiﬁg to mean tough times for>some communities --
-here in Florida and across thé country. It's going to mean a
- readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial
economy. We're doing what we car. to help ease the pain:
[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO.HELP TRANSITION. ]

By 1997, defense Spending.will dlaim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defepse spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton'Bérle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if you're too young
.to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan RYan was
thfee Years old.

That was 1950: The Year the term "Cold War" became a
househéld word. Today, with the Cold War won, our chalienge is:

to make certaln a m111tary funded at pre-cold War levels can meet

gost Cold War challenges.



3

To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we foliowed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages == and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball.-- no way to’peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the worid's changed
-— even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet eystem: 70 Years of history - unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes —-= but military forces take Years to build.
I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions =~ without raising
risks to our national security.

Qur strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

==2Ective nuclear :
deterrent. I think back especially to the day I dld what so many

of my predecessors must have w1shed they could do: to give the

order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. Yes, our,
nuclear forces4can and will be smaller than they are-today. But
for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of'
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Desert Storm, we know now much‘mbre about - the progress Iraq made

toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
| means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
‘efforts to contain fheir spread, by the year 2006, that number
‘may climb to 20.

And we know another'harsh'truth broudht home by Desert Storm

-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
 other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We mus£ deploy a defense against ballistic

. missile attack. //

Second, in our new wof;d as in the old, security means

forward-deglbygent. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the pPeace in critical regions around the world.
To those‘whb sound the siren's cail of isolationiém == who
want to see this country turn its back and head for homé - I

~ say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the world. //
Third, our strateqy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. Wé live in a world where clear_and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no wérniné. There's a lesson you learn here at Pénsacola -
and that lesson holds trueﬁ- our ability to project power helps

'us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -=- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge ~-- keep our R&D effort
focused on equlpplng you with the next generatlon of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training‘
takes time: ~quality can be measured in the hours, days weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockplt. //

This strateqgy is. the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:
we've got to do more than react to events == we must shape
events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we‘can. //

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
- threats we m%ght'face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge'may'not come‘from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some COngressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
_cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. //'
Some of the'arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
. getting ready right now to open the Battle of the ?ork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress* the wayAmembers
who ought to look to our natlonal defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be feady for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrqw. They set the course for yeérs to cdme -~ ten, even .
t&enty yYears from now. Yes, wé've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women)who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the fprcéé that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to

those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:

This deep -~ _and no deegef. I will hold the line against
reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

.I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salﬁte you for serving your country. May God bless

the United States of America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PENSACOLA AIR STATION
MARCH 7, 1992 '
Xx%:00 A.M.?2?

[Introdqctory acknowledgements.] It's great to be here at
Pensécoia -- ncradle of Naval Aviation® and home of the Blue
Angels. {éoming here this morning puts me in mind of my own
fraining runs across the ¢ountry - ffom Corpus Christi'to_Ft.
Laudefdale. Additonal color.} |

;'Letlme'saluﬁe the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
séy this'fdr the newcoméfs here: Many'bf thesé guys héve made it
throuéh one of the toughest tésts.of all: they're gggggg;gg_gﬁ
Desert étorm. // ' ' A |

Moét'of all I thank'You:for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and |
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this céntury: The collapse of
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -~ put wé know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just. .fall -- jt was pushed. l/

Today, all,across Europe, in every corner of the lands.
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a hgw birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. /1]

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory néans

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense
spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security. //

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. 1In the next five years, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. //

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. 1It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial
economy. We're doing what we can to help ease the pain:
[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION.)]

By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War™ became a
household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge i§§2”/
to make certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet
post-Cold War challenges.
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To succeed, we've got'to'heed our history. hTwice before in

this century,‘we followed victory with»a head-long rush to |
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages - and because we did, we allowed
hostile natlons to dictate the dlrection of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again. .

. Therée is no crystal'ball -- no uaf'to'peer into the future

and'predict with certainty. Thlnk of the way the world's changed'

. == even 51nce you flrst put on the unlform Each day the future

:ccmes at us with startllng speed. - Look at the last gasp_of the

Soviet system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

“ That's. why we ve got to keep our bearlngs.- Change may take
place in. mlnutes == but m111tary forces take years to bu11d.
I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a.

strategy that will enable us to meet ‘vital Amerlcan interests and

defend endurlng American ideals. I'm confldent we've laid outla

sound plan to make substantial reductions.-; without raising
risks to our national security. o

Our strategy rests on four key elements*

First, securlty means maintaining an effectlve nuclgaz
deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the

order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. Yes, our

- nuclear forces can and w1ll be smaller than they are today. But

for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia_retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
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Desert Storm, we know now much more about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, in our new world as in the old, security means
forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was
made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.

To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn its back and head for home -- I

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the world. //
Third, our strategy puts a premium on rapid response. For
more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat./‘We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training
takes time: quality can be measured in the hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:
we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape
events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. [/

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense

cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. // who - Know a
Tomecat
o o

getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel!C™®hqwk

— Y I Knew
've been ther I know how it is in Congress:lkthe way members

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hil}\are

who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
\ o
may come our way. /; With Ieon er  defense bwlgefs, TS N
Aoam o =X

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for years to come -- ten, even
twventy years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to
those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:
This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the line against

reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless

the United States of America.

¥t ¥ #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Mﬁrch 5, 1992

FROM

SUBJECT

Dan, let me share with you some observations of the speech.

From my view it is accurate factually but does not speak to the
audience. We open with a catalog of cuts concerning the military
while addressing a predominately military audience. I would
suggest a tact where the President points out that "I have walked
in your shoes"; how he understands the need to be prepared; in
order to win a war we need to train for war; and while the shape
of the US military may be entirely different in the future, he
will not allow the military budget to cut into "that muscle" i.e.
training, effective weapons, ability to respond quickly, etc.

I hope you will take these thoughts in the spirit they are
intended, by trying to better connect the President to his
audience with a message of national importance.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 3/5/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FRIDAY, 3/6/92 8:00am
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PENSACOLA AIR STATION
SUBJECT: MARCH 7, 1992
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O ! HORNER ] O
SKINNER ] V MCBRIDE ¥ O
SCOWCROFT v O MOORE O W
DARMAN a’ O PETERSMEYER O O
BRADY ] EV PORTER v O
BROMLEY o 4 ROGICH v O
CALIO ¥ O ROLLINS ¥ O
DEMAREST M ] SMITH | V ]
FITZWATER O | 4 YEUTTER O v’
GRAY v U FINDLAY O v
HOLIDAY ! O KAUFMAN O, W
GAUGHAN % e
REMARKS: MCGROARTY

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 8:00 a.m., FRIDAY, MARCH 6, with a copy to this office.
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[Introductory acknowledgements.] 1It's great to be here at
Pensacola -- Egﬁédle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. {Coming here this morning puts me in mind of my own
training runs across the country -- from Corpus Christi to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonal color.}

Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
say this for the newcomers here: Many of these guys have made it
through one of the toughest tests of all: they're graduates of
Desert Storm. //

Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has



2
shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense -
spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security. //

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the-
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. In the next five years, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've termlnated 100 weapons programs. [/

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift fo fhe commercial |
economy. We're doing what we can to help ease the pain:
[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION. ] -

By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War" became a .
household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:
to make certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet
post-Cold War challendges. |
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To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. Wwe
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. 2hink of the way the world's changed
-— even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future-
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
place in minutes -- but military forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. Yes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But
for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. 1In the aftermath of
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Desert Storm, we know now much more about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number-
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
-- when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic

missile attack. //

Second, in our new world as in the old, security means
forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was

made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflictAand keep the peace in critical'regions around the world.
To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn its back and head for home ~-- I

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the world. //
Third, our strateqy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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Fourth, we've got to retain our capacity to reconstitute

our forces. Production lines for fanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training
takes time: quality can be measured in the hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //

This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shépe

events. And as Commander in Chief, I reéort to you: I'm
confident we can. [/

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
thréafs we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way members
who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that.no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the forces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // I say to
those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:
This deep -- and no deeper. I will hoid the line against

reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander

in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless
the United States of America.

# # #
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Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I
say this for the newcomers here: Many of these guys have made it
through one of the toughest tests of all: they're graduates of
Desert Storm. //

Most of all I thank you for this warm welcome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with the millions of brave men and
women who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of JL{‘,
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- jt was pushed. //

Today, all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense

Compromg, L
spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing oLr national

security. //

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coming home. We're retiring 100 ships --
cutting back 10 fighter wings. 1In the next five years, we'll
reduce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military installations world-wide.
And already, we've terminated 100 weapons programs. //

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the country. 1t's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commercial

eéconomy. We're doing what we car to help ease the pain:
(

o,

[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION. T oo

By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if You're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold war" became a
household word. Today, with the cold War won, our challenge is:

to make certain a military funded at bre-Cold War levels can meet

post-Cold War challenges.




3

To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. .We let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into the future
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the worild's changed
== even since you first put on the uniform. Each day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in 72 hours.

That's why we've got to keep our bearings. Change may take
Place in minutes -- but military forces take Years to build.
I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend enduring American ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

£ilective nuclear
deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many

of my predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. ‘Yes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But
for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. 1In the aftermath of
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Desert Storm, we know.nagpﬁ;ch more about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20.

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert Storm
== when a single Scud missile took more American lives than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, in our new world as in the old, security means
forward-deployment. Our coalition victory in Desert Storm was

made possible by years of joint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in critical regions around the world.
To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn its back and head for home -- I
say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the world. //

Third, our strateqy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We live in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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Fourth, we've got to retain our capacity to reconstitute

our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't

be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a large-
scale threat re—-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D effort
focused on equipping you with the next generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know training

takes time: quality can be measured in the hours, days, weeks

and months you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. //
This strategy is the right one for our times. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape

events. And as Commander in Chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. //

So far this morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we might face in the future. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional sub~committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
"cuts, .and cut.a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress: the way members
whoe ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. // Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for years to come -- ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
certify to you -- the men and women who serve this country, you:
the ones who take the ultimate risk -- that the fofces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform. // 1 say to
those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:

This deep -- and no deeper., I will hold the line against

reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute You for serving your country. May God bless
the United States of America.

£ # #
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[introdnetofy'acknowledgements -] It's great to be here at -
Pensacola --'“Cradle of Naval Aviation" and home of the Blue
Angels. {Conlng here this morning puts-me,in mind of my own
training runs across the country -- from Cerpus.Christi-to Ft.
Lauderdale. Additonal color.} | _

Let me salute the flight. 1nstructors here- at Pensacola. I
- say thls for the newcomers here: Many of these guys have made if
through one of the toughest tests_of all:‘.they're graduates of-
Desert Storm. [/ ' | '

Most of‘all'I thank you for this warn weICOme; You_are.paft
of a proud tradition. Along with the millioné'of brave men and
women  who served before you, you've earned the right to take
pride in the central triumph of this centuryfh The collapse of |
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold Wa;.“ ] Some see us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you

see: -Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. !/
| Today, all across Europe; in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain =-- we see a new birth of freedom, a néw
world of opportunlty coming 1nto view. //

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. We-can and willhscale back defense
spending ~- and we can do this without sacrificing our national
security. //

Those reductions are already taking place. Many of the'
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europée and kept the
- Soviets at bay are coming home. - We're retiring 100 ships.--
cutting back 10~fighter ﬁings;v:In the next five years, wefll
‘reduce actime forces, reserves, and civilian support'by a fmli
oneNmillion. We'll close 500 m111tary 1nsta11atlons world-w1de.i
And already, we've terminated 100. weapons programs .//

That's g01ng to mean tough tlmes for some communltles -;
here in Florida and across the country. It's going to mean a-
readjustment for people leaving the-service -- and for“workers at
defense contractors who'll have to shift to the commerc1al
economy. We're doing what we can- to help ease the pain: . -

[SENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION ] -

| By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, somevof your parents -
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show;_and Stan Musial
was the National League batting champ. And if you're too young
"to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years'old.- _

That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War" became a
"household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge. is:
to make certain a military funded at pre—éold War levels can meet
post-Cold War challenges.
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To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice before in
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We_let joy cloud our judgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
‘hostile nations to dictate the direction of world affairsf We
cannot and will not go down that road again.

There is no crystal ball -- no way to peer into- the future
and predict with certalnty. Thlnk_of the»way‘the world's Changed
-- even eince'you‘first put on the uniform. Each‘day the future
comes at us with startling speed. Look at the last gasp of the
Soviet‘system: 70 years of history -- unravelled in.§2 honrs.

That's why we've got to keen our bearings. Change may take
'.placeAin minutes -- but military forces take years to build.

I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a
strategy that will enable us to meet vital American 1nterests and
defend endurlng Amerlcan 1deals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make substantial reductions -- without raising
risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

deterrent. I think back especially to the day I did what so many
of'my'predecessors must have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forees te stand down from alert. VYes, our
nuclear forces can and will be smaller than they are today. But
for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
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. Desert Storm, we know now much more about the progress Iraq made
toward acquiring nuclear weapons; Today, 15 nations-pOSSess.the
- means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
| efforts to contain their spread by the year 2000 that number
may c11mb to 20.
And we know.another harsh‘truth brought home by Desert Storm
-- when a single Scud missile'took more American lives than any
. other combat action. We cannot»count on deterrence to stop_a
" madman with nissiles; We must deplby a defense against'baliistic
missiie attackm !/ 4 | o |
| Second; in our new world as in.the old, security means
forward-deployment : Our coalltlon v1ctory in Desert Storm was
made p0551b1e by years of ]01nt exerc1ses with our frlends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace in cr1t1ca1 reglons around the world.
To those who sound the siren's call ‘of isolationism -- who
want to see this country turn 1ts back and head for home -- I
say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.
America will always be a force-for freedom in the world. //
lThird, our strateqgy puts a premium on rapid response. For -

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy Was_to'
contain the Soviet tbreat. We liye in a world where clear and :'
present dangers'are few -- where threats will,emerge.with little ~
or no warning. There's.a lesson you learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power heips.

us.keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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our forces. Production lines for tanks, planes and ships can't
be turned on and off like water.from the faucet. If a large-
- scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
- We'tve got to keep our technological edgeis- keep'our R&D effort
. focused on‘eguipping.you with the next generation of weapons |
systems. And as I tnink back to my own days, I know training
takes time: quality can be measured:in the hours, days, weeks
and months you spend in the classroom and 1n the cockplt. //

This strategy is the r1ght one for our tlmes. If we want to
advance American interests, if we want to defend Amerlcan 1dealss'

we'lve got to do more than react to events -= we must s hape

' events.' And as Commander in Chlef, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. [/

. ',So far this-morning, I've focused on the kind of regional
threats we'might face'in the future.' But the fact is, the-next
chailenge may not come from abroad at all -- the'next threat may
‘be a sneai-attack by some COngressional.sub-committee. Some want
to cut muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and'cut a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready rlght now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Congress. ‘the way membersA
who ought to look to our national defense needs can't see past
their own districts. -// Well, if we keep open bases that are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
nay come our way. //

The choices we make today must be choices we can live with
_tomorrow. They set the‘course.for years to come == ten, even
. twenty years from now.‘ Yes, ve've made deep cuts. But I can .
certlfy to you -- the men and women who serve thlS country, you;
the ones who take the ultlmate risk -- that the forces that
remaln can meet the missions you must perform., // I say to

those who want to put down the scalpel and swing the meat-axe:

This deep -- and no deeper. I will hold the.llne against
reckless cuts},-We will'keep America strongt //

I thank you for thls warm Pensacola welcome. As.commander
1n Chlef I salute you for serv1ng your country May God biess
the Unlted States of Amerlca

t # #
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_[Introductory.acknowledgements.]' It's gfeat to be here-et
Peneacola - "éfadle of Naval‘Aviatibn":aha home of the Blue
' Angels. {Comlng here this morning puts me in mind of my own
‘tralnlng runs across the country == from COrpus Chrlstl to Ft.

' Lauderdale. Addltonalecolor.}

Let me salute the flightAinetructors.here aﬁ Pensacola. i
say this for the newcomers here: Many of these guys have made iﬁ_
through one of the toughest tests of all: tﬁey're graduates of
Desert Storm; !/ | “

Most of all i thank you for this warm welcome. You-ere part
of a pfoud tradition. Along with the ﬁillions of brave men and
women who served»before you, you've eafned tﬁe right to take
pride in the central triumph of this century: The collapse of
Soviet Union -- and the end ef the Cold War. /[ Someisee us as
spectators on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you

see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- .it was pushed. !/

Todey,.all across Europe, in every corner of the lands
behind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunlty comlng into view. //

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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.shouldered for decades. We can and'will ecale back defense
‘spending -- and we can do this without sacrificiné ourAhational
security. // |

Thoee reductions are already taking place. - Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
Soviets at bay are coﬁing home.h We're refiring 100 ships‘--‘
'cutting back 1@ fighper'win§s.7 In the next five years, wefll
feduce active forces, reserves, and ciyilian support by a full
one million. We'll close 500 military ihstallations-world?wide;
| And already, we've terminated 100 weapons.programs."//'

That's going to mean tough times for some communities --
here in Florida and across the-counfry. It's going to mean a
'.readjustment for‘people;lea§ing the service -- and.fer»workefs at
defense contractors who';l have to shift to the commercial
'econemy. We're doing'what we can to help ease the pain:’
[éENTENCE ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSiTION;]

By 1997, defense spending will claim just 3;4% of ‘our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of Your parents
were watching Milton Befle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the National League‘batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three yeafs old. | |

That was 1950: The year fhe term "Cold War" became a
'houeehold word._ Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:
to make certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet
post-Cold War challenges.
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To succeed, we've got to:heed our history. Twice befefe in
this-century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our Jjudgment, we
abandoned our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dlctate the dlrectlon of world affalrs. We
cannot and will not go down that road again. |

There is no.crystal ball == no way to peerninto.the future.
and predict with certainty. Think of the way the world's changed
-- even since you first‘put on the uniform. Each day the futuge,
;cones at us with startling speed. 'Look>at_the last gasp of the
Soviet system: 70 years ofAhistory - unravelled in 72 hOUrs.'

That's why we've got to keep our bearlngs. Change may take
‘place in minutes -- but military forces take years to build.
I've worked with Secretary Cheney and General Powell to shape a.
strategy ‘that will enable us to meet vital American interests and
defend endurlng American 1deals. I'm confident we've laid out a
- sound plan to make substant1a1 reductions -~ witheut raising
risks to our national_secﬁrity.

Our strategy rests on feur key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear

deterrent. I think back esbecially to the day I did what so many
of my predecessors must have wished they ceuld do: to give the
- order fer our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. Yes, our
nuclear forces can.and will be smaller than they are today. - But
. for all the positive changes we've witnessed -- the fact remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
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.- Desert Storm, we know now much more  about the progress Iraq made
ﬂtoward acqulrlng nuclear weapons. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And.in spite of our best '
efforts to contain their spread, by the year 2000, that number
may climb to 20. -

And we know another harsh truth brought home by Desert.Storm
--hwhen a single Scud m15511e took more Amerlcan llves than any
other combat actlon.' We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman ﬁith missiles. We must deploy ‘a defense agalnst balllstlc
missile attack. i ) o

Seeond,'in;our new world as in the old, security neans
'forward;depioyment. our coaiition.uictory in Desert Storm was
made possible:by years of jcint exercises with our friends and
allies overseas. Forward deployed fdrces‘also help us deter
_conflict and keep the peace in criticalfregions around the‘&erld.‘:

To those who sound the siren's call of isolationism —- who -
wantite see this country turn its back and head for home ~-- i»

say: America will never walk away from its responsibilities.

America will always be a force for freedom in the world. //
Third, our strateqy puts a premium on rapid response. For

more'than forty years,‘the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. We lrve in a world where clear and
present dangers are few -—'wherelthreats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson yeu learn here at Pensacola --
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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Fourth, we'ﬁe got to retain- our cagagitg to reconstitute

oﬁr forces. Production lines fbf.tanks; planes and ships can't
- be turned on and off like water from‘thg faucet. If a large- |
scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
We've got to keep our technélogiéal edge -- kgep our R&D effort
_focused on equipping you with thé next'geheration_of weapoﬁs'
: sysfems. .And as I think‘béck.tq my own days, I know training '
takesyfime: quality can be measured in the‘houfs, days, weeks
-and months you spend in the classroom and in the cdckpit. //"

This strategy is the right oné foriour fimes. >If‘we ﬁaht to
_édvange Americaﬁ interests, if we wantffo defeﬁd Aﬁerican ideais:

we've got to do more than react to events -- we must shape

events.'.Andvas Coﬁmander in chief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can.- // ' |

' So far this morning, I've focused on thé kind of regional
threats we might face in the future.. But the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at axl -- the ne#t threat may
be a sneak-attack by some Congressional»sub-committee. Some want
to cut mué¢1¢: take the 50'biilion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now tolopen the Battigzof,the Pork Barrel.
I've been'there. . I know hoﬁ it ié in congress: the way membefs
who oﬁght to look to our national defensé needs cah't see past
their own districts. // ﬁell, if we keep open béses fhat,are

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need, respond to threats that no



6
longer exist -- we won't be ready for the very real dangers that
may come our way. //

The-choices we make today must be choices we cén live with
tomorrow. They set the coufse for years_to come -- ten, even
twenty yeérs from now. Yes, we've made deep cuts. But I can
ceftify to ybu'-- the men énd women who serve this country, You:
the ones who take the ultimate-riék ;-;ﬁhat the forcesvthat
remain‘can'meet the missions ybu must perform. // I say to
those who_want to put déwh the scalpél and swing the meat-axe:

. This deep -~ and no deeper. T will hold,the line against

.reckless cuts. We will keep America strong. //.
I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your counti:y° >May God bless

the United States of America.

#o##
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[Introductory acknowledgements. ] It's g;eat to be here at
Pensacola -- "Cradle of Naval Aviation".and home‘éf the Blue
Angels. {Coming hére this mo:ning puté me in mind of my oﬁﬁ,
training runs across the country - from'Corpps Christi to Ft.
 Lauderdale. _Additonal color.} | _

Let me salute the flight instructors here at Pensacola. I |
say this for the newcomefs here: Many of these guys have made iﬁv
through one of the toughest testé.of ail: fhey're dgraduates of
Desert Storm. // |

ﬁost of all I thank you for this wafmAwelgome. You are part
of a proud tradition. Along with thg-millions of brave ﬁen and
women who served before you, you've earned the'right'to fake
pride iﬂ the central triumph of this century: The collapse éf
Soviet Union -- and the end of the Cold War. / Some see us as
spectatofs on the sidelines -- but we know better. Because you
see: Imperial communism didn't just fall -- it was pushed. //

deay, all across Europe, in every corner of theylands \
beﬁind the Iron Curtain -- we see a new birth of freedom, a new
world of opportunity coming into view. //'

With change come new challenges. Our Cold War victory means

a respite from the heavy burden the American taxpayer has
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shouldered for decades. We can and will scale back defense:
'spending -- and we can do this without sacrificing our national .
securitj. 1/ o

Those reductions are'alréady taking pléce. Many of the
divisions that drove Hitler out of Western Europe and kept the
- Soviets at bay are coming home; We'ré réfiring 100 shiﬁs -
cutting back lolfightér wings. In the next five years, we'll
rédﬁce active forces, reserves, and civilian support by a full
one'ﬁillion.'4We'1l close 500 military inétaiiations world-wide.
And -already, we've terminated 100 ﬁeapons progfams. // |

‘That's going.to mean fqugh'times for some coﬁmunities -
here in Florida and acroés‘thé country. ’It's going to mean a
readjustment for people leaving the service -- and for workers at
defense contractors who'll have to éhift to the commefcial
economy. We're doing what we can to helb ease the pain:
[SENTENCE -ON PROGRAMS TO HELP TRANSITION.)]

By 1997, defense spending Vill claim jﬁsﬁ 3.4% of our GNP.
The last time defense spending was this low, some of your parents
were watching Milton Berle's number one TV show, and Stan Musial
was the ﬁatidnal League batting champ. And if you're too young
to know Stan Musial, let me put it another way: Nolan Ryan was
three years old.

»That was 1950: The year the term "Cold War" became a
household word. Today, with the Cold War won, our challenge is:
to make certain a military funded at pre-Cold War levels can meet

post-Cold War challenges.
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' To succeed, we've got to heed our history. Twice beforeiin
this century, we followed victory with a head-long rush to
demobilize our forces. We let joy cloud our judgment;_we
abandoned.our advantages -- and because we did, we allowed
hostile nations to dictate the direction of wofld affairs. We
cannot and will not go'down that road again. |

There is no. crystal ball‘-- né way to peer intp the futuré
and predict with certainty.:'Think of fhe way the world's changed-
+ == even since you first puﬁ on the uniform. Each'day the fﬁture
:comes at us with staftling speed. Look'at.fhe last gasp of -the
Sbviet syﬁtem:» 70 yearéidf history --‘unravelied in 72 hours..

That's why we've got to keép our béarings. Chéﬁge.maf také
place in minutes -- but military forces take years to bﬁild.'
I've worked with Secretary Chéney and Genéral Powell to shapé é
strategy that will enable us to meet vital Américan-interests and
‘defend énduring Americap ideals. I'm confident we've laid out a
sound plan to make subsﬁantial reductions -- without raising
‘risks to our national security.

Our strategy rests on four key elements:

First, security means maintaining an effective nuclear
deterrent. I think back especially to the dai I did what so many
of my predecessors mﬁét have wished they could do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. 'Yes, 6ur
nuclear forces can anﬁ will be smaller than they are today. But
for all the positive changes we've witﬁessed - the'facf-remains

that Russia retains its nuclear arsenal. In the aftermath of
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Deéért Storm, we'know now much more about the progreés Ifaq made
toward écéuiring nuclear weapohs. Today, 15 nations possess the
means to build ballistic missiles. And in spite of our best
efforts to contain their spread, by the year_quo, that number
“may climb t6 20. |

And we know another'harsh.truth brought home by Desert Storm
l-; when a single Scud missile took more Ameriqan'lives‘than any
6£her combat action. We cannot couﬁ; on deferrence to sfop a
madman with ﬁissiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. // |

Second, in our new world aé in the old, security meaﬂs .
>forward-deployment. Our coaiition victory in Desert Storm was
médé possible by yeafs 6f'joint exercises with our friends énd‘
allies overseas. 'Fofward deployed forces also help us deter
conflict and keep the peace iﬁ critical regions around the world.

| To thése who sound - the Siren's call of isolaﬁionismT-— who

want to see this countfy turn its back and.heéd for home -- I
say: America will never_waik away from its responsibilities.
America will always be avforce for freedom in the world.' A

Third, our strateqy éuts a premium on rapid response. For

more than forty years, the centerpiece of our strategy was to
contain the Soviet threat. Wé_live in a worldlﬁhere clear ﬁnd
present dangers are few -- where threats will emerge with little
or no warning. There's a lesson you learn here at Pensacolé -
and that lesson holds true: our ability to project power helps

us keep the peace -- and if need be, to win the war.
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ourth, we've got etain our-capacity t
our forces. Productien lines for tanks, planes and ships caﬁ't
be turned on and off like water from the faucet. If a iarge-
| scale threat re-emerges -- we've got to be ready to rebuild.
. We've got to keep our technological edge -— keep our R&D effort
focused on eduipping you with the next'generation of weapons
systems. And as I think back to my own days, I know tra1n1ng
takes time: quallty can be measured 1n the hours, days, weeks
andgmonths you spend in the classroom and in the cockpit. 7//-
This strategy is the right one for our times. If we went to

advance American interests, if we want to defend American ideals:

. we've got to do more than reaet to events -- we must shape
.events. And as-Commander in éhief, I report to you: I'm
confident we can. //

So far this morning, I;ve focused on the kind of reéional
threats we might face in the_future. But. the fact is, the next
challenge may not come from abroad at all -- the next threat may
be a sneak—attack by some cehgressional sub-~committee. Some want
to cut.muscle: take the 50 billion we've proposed in defense
cuts, and cut a 100 billion more. //

Some of the arm-chair strategists on Capitol Hill are
getting ready right now to open the Battle of the Pork Barrel.
I've been there. I know how it is in Cengress: the way members
- who ought to look to our naéional defeﬁsebneeds can't see past
their own diétricts. // Well,'if we keep open bases.thet<afe

obsolete, buy weapons we don't need,'respond to threats that no
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longer exist -- ve won't be ready for the very‘real dangers that
‘may come our way. // | | |
fhe‘choices we make today must beAchoices we can live with
tomorrow. They set the course for years to come == ten, even
twenty years from now. Yes, we've made deep-.cuts. But I can:
*certlfy to you -=- the men and women who serve thls country, you.
the ones who take the ultlmate risk -- . that. the forces that
remain can meet the missions you must perform ]l I say to
those who want to put down the scalpel and sw1ng the meat-axe-

fThls deep -— and no deeper._ I will hold~the-11ne agalnst '

reckless cuts. We will keeg America strong. 1/

I thank you for this warm Pensacola welcome. As Commander
in Chief, I salute you for serving your country. May God bless .

the United States of America.

# F #



