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February 19, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVE DEMAREST
KRIS DEE
TONY SNOW
SPEECHWRITERS
RESEARCHERS

FROM: JENNIFER GROSSMAN

SUBJECT: REACTION TO AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH SPEECH

The President's African-American History Month speech today,
in the East Room, was politely received, then promptly shown up.
Guests Shirley Caesar and Maya Angelou had the audience smiling
and singing and swaying in their seats. The President's
introduction was just that -- an introduction. Perfectly
appropriate. Yet it seems to me, that given the celebrity and
importance of the audience, given the occasion and all that it
represents, the speech missed what could have been its aim: an
opportunity to connect with a constituency, and communicate the
Presidents very passionate concerns in their cause.

The speech was the perfect pedestrian: obeying all the
street signs, but failing to stop traffic; touching all the right
points, but failing to tough the heart. In all fairness, the
President rushed through the remarks -- dashing through the
quotes, vaulting hatch marks, never stopping to taste the poetry.
But these may be forces beyond our control. Here's what worked,
and what needs work:

1) Humor might have been quite effective here. Maybe an ethnic
joke ~- not. An offhand (but not off color) crack by POTUS
brought him grateful laughter. Maya Angelou, before
beginning her poetry reading, had a couple of jokes (e.q.
"blacks were brought here before the Mayflower." "Some say
there are X million blacks in America. Others would say
there are more that in the Baptist Church.") and they were
thoroughly enjoyed.

2) We made an 1nterest1ng point about how "too often, the book
of black history is defined only by the chapters of slavery,
emanc1patlon, and civil rights." About a world of black
experience beyond the bounds of race per se. So true.
People nodded. Of course they nodded. They already know
that, duh. Why didn't we tell them something they didn't
know...somethlng new.

3) Research dropped the ball: We paid homage to Alex Haley, we
admired Roots. But did we know that Maya Angelou played
grandmother to Kunta Kinte in the tv series? Might have
been a thoughtful connection.



4)

5)

6)

Angelou talked movingly of how "human beings are more alike
than unalike." Her catalogue of the mundane things that we
all do, that we all feel, was beautiful in its simple truth.

Repeated calls to Public Liaison assured us that the two
guests, a baseball team, and a leadership association were
all we needed to acknowledge. But when Smooth, on his own,
paid his respects to Judge Clarence Thomas, the room
exploded in applause. I realize, from a social office
perspective, there were far too many big names there to
name. But Clarence Thomas, Colin Powell. They are more
than guests...they are symbols. Symbols whose names
eloquently speak our meritocratic, fiercely individualistic
approach to the problems of race.

In an effort to avoid patronizing and evade the over-
obvious, the speech leaned more toward honoring black
achievement than toward urging racial harmony. Yet lines
like "seeing beyond old divides, setting our sights on new
common ground" were those that provoked the most interest.
There's a reason why cliched messages are cliched -- people
want to hear them, again and again.
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH \ EAST ROOM
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992 \ 5 P.M.
THANK YOU, AND WELCOME TO THE WHITE House. THE
FINALISTS AND SEMI-FINALISTS OF THE McDONALD'S BLACK
HisTory MAKERS OF TOMORROW. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NEGRO LEAGUE BASEBALL PLAYERS ASSOCIATION, |
INCORPORATED. WELCOME, EVERYONE. I AM HONORED TO JOIN
YOU IN CELEBRATING AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MoNTH. \ I
AM ESPECIALLY PROUD TO INTRODUCE TWO SPECIAL GUESTS --
MAYA ANGELOU AND SHIRLEY CAESAR. \\

S I T T e,

DR. ANGELOU ~- AUTHOR, EDITOR, DANCER, PRODUCER.

Now THE REYNOLDS PROFESSOR OF AMERICAN STUDIES AT WAKE
FOREST UNIVERSITY, SHE HAD BUILT A CAREER EXPLORING THE

PROMISE OF FREEDOM. HER BoOK, ] Know WHY THE CAGED
BIRD SINGS HAS THRILLED READERS AND STUDENTS BY MAKING
THE CASE FOR DECENCY, COURAGE, HOPE, DETERMINATION. \\
OUR OTHER GUEST IS ONE OF AMERICA'S GREATEST GOSPEL
SINGERS.

o~



-3 -
GRAMMY-AWARD WINNING SHIRLEY CAESAR HAS LONG "LIFTED
[HER] voICE [T0] SING" THE BITTERSWEET SONG OF GOSPEL.

HER MESSAGE, LIKE THE WORDS OF THE THE WELL KNOWN
ANTHEM, IS "..FULL OF THE FAITH THAT THE DARK PAST HAS |

TAUGHT US..[AND THE] HOPE THAT THE PRESENT HAS BROUGHT

us n
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH LETS US REFLECT ON

OUR PAST, ITS TRIUMPHS AND ITS TRAGEDIES; IT BIDS US TO
CELEBRATE AND TO REMEMBER.

-4 -

BUT WHILE WE MAY USE THIS TIME TO STOP AND TAKE STOCK
OF RACE RELATIONS, WE MUST GUARD AGAINST THE TRAP OF
VIEWING BLACK EXPERIENCE SOLELY AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF
RACE.

TOO OFTEN THE BOOK OF BLACK HISTORY IS DEFINED ONLY
BY THE CHAPTERS OF SLAVERY, EMANCIPATION, AND CIVIL
RIGHTS. AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH PUTS ON VIEW A
WHOLE WORLD OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE --
EXPERIENCE THAT HAS OFTEN PUSHED BACK THE BOUNDARIES OF
RACE-RELATIONS, BUT THAT IS NOT ALWAYS, AND ONLY,
DEFINED BY THEM. \\ ‘




-5 -

THIS MONTH EXPLORES ANOTHER CHAPTER -- AFRICANS'
Robrs ExPLORE NEw WorLDS. IT CELEBRATES THE BLACK ~
PATHFINDERS AND TRAILBLAZERS WHO PUSHED BACK THE BOUN
OF THE UNKNOWN AND EXPANDED THE BOUNDARIES oF
KNOWLEDGE. EXPLORERS LIKE PEpro Nino [NEE-Nvol, wHO
FOLLOWED THE STARS TO A NEwW WORLD. \ PIONEERS LIKE
GuroN [GUEE-YoN] BLUFORD; JR., WHO PARTED THE STARS

TOWARD THE UNKNOWN. \

-6 -
OR ARCTIC EXPLORER MATTHEW HENSON, WHO BRAVED THE EDGE
OF CREATION AT THE NEW-FOUND NorRTH PoLE. \\
WE SALUTE OTHER BLAGK ﬁIONEERS'-- PIONEERS WHOSE
~ COMPASS WAS COURAGE \ AND WHOSE MAP WAS MORAL VISION.
THESE ARE PEOPLE LIKE DR. MARTIN LutHER KinG, JR., who
REALIZED "THAT THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT." \
WE THINK OF ALEX HALEY -- A WRITER DESCRIBED HIM AS A
MAN WHO "TURNED LOSS INTO PRIDE, HISTORY INTO HERITAGE
AND HELPED MAKE BLACK AMERICA A FAMILY AGAIN."



| -7 -

We NILL NEVER FORGET ROOTS; WE WILL NEVER FORGET ALEX
HAaLey. \ WE THINK OF A. PHILIP RANDOLPH, THE LABOR
LEADER WHO FOUGHT TO DESEGREGATE THE MILITARY. \ JESSE
OWENS, WHOSE TRIUMPHS HUMILIATED HITLER -- BEFORE THE
ENTIRE WORLD. GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER \ RosA PArks \
'DR. CHARLES DREW AND BENJAMIN BANNEKER. \ THE LEGACY

OF THE TUSKEEGEE AIRMEN. AND WE THINK oF CoLIN POMELL.
\\

X2 - A

-8 -

THESE PIONEERS -- AND MANY LIKE THEM -- pssntn OVER THE
RIM OF THE POSSIBLE, AND DARED TO WALK WHERE OTHERS HAD
ONLY DREAMED. \\

We, TO0O, SfAND AT THE EDGE OF A FRONTIER -- THE
FRONTIER OF BROTHERHOOD, THE FRONTIER OF A BETTER
TOMORROW.  IT IS UP TO US TO SEE BEYOND OLD DIVIDES,

AND SET OUR SIGHTS ON NEW COMMON GROUND. \\

~o =




-9 .

AS WE CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS TO CREATE PROSPERITY FOR
ALL, WE ALSO MUST CREATE NEW TRUST \ NEW TOLERANCE \
NEW OPPORTUNITY. \ AND WE wWILL. \\

THERE IS NOT -- AND THERE WILL NEVER BE -- A PLACE
IN AMERICA FOR HATRED \ PREJUDICE \ INTOLERANCE. THIS
IS NOT AMERICA, THIS IS NOT US. LET’S PUSH BACK THE
SMALL CROWDS WHO PREACH HATRED. LET’S CREATE ROOM FOR
THE AMERICAN DREAM -- FOR A LAND WHERE ALL GoD'S
CHILDREN SING THE JOYOUS SONGS OF FREEDOM.

YT TR R L T T

- 10 -
THAT'S OUR CHALLENGE. AND I HOPE IT WILL FORM THE

NEXT CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY.
THANK YOU. AND NOW IT'S MY PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE

Dr. ANGELOU AND SHIRLEY CAESAR.
# # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 18, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH :
FROM:

SUBJECT:

DAVID DEMARESE.&

CURT SMITH

/ ;
Vo
SZFEBIg Ppq: g2

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH RECEPTION

On Wednesday, February 19th, at 5 p.m., you will deliver:
brief remarks (approximately 6 mins./on cards) at a reception

honoring African-American History Month.

Your speech introduces

Professor Maya Angelou and gospel singer Shirley Caesar.

Your remarks reflect upon this year's history month theme -
- "Africans' Roots Explore New Worlds: Pre-Columbus to the Space

Age" -- praising various black explorers.

Your speech also lauds

other kinds of black pioneers -- in science, sports, civil

You conclude by affirming your stand against racial
bigotry, urging all to work toward building better race relations

rights, etc.

for the sake of future generations.



(Smith/Grossman)
February 14, 1992
Draft Two
AFRO-AMERICAN2

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. The finalists
and semi-finalists of the McDonald's Black History Makers of
Tomorrow. Representatives of the Negro League Baseball Players
Association, Incorporated. Welcome, everyone. I am honored to
join you in celebrating African-American History Month. \ I am §%
'especially proud to introduce two special guests -- Maya Angelou <
and Shirley Caesar. \\

Dr. Angelou -~ author, editor, dancer, producer. Now the
Reynolds Professor of Amefican Studies at Wake Forest University,
she had built a career explorihg the promise of freedom. Her
book, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled readers and
students by making the case for decency, courage, hope,
determination. \\

Our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.
Grammy-award winning Shirley Caesar has long "lifted [her] voice
[to] sing" the bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the
words of the the well knowﬁ anthem, is "..full of the faith that
the dark past has taught us..[and the] hope that the present has
brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to

remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take stock



2
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing
black experience solely against the backdrop of race.

Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights. African-
American History month puts on view a whole world of African-
American experience -- éxperience that has often pushed back the
boundaries of race-relations, but that is not always, and only,
defined by them. \\

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unkndwn and
expanded fhe boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pedro Nino
(NEE nyo], who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers
like Guion Bluford, Jr., who-pa;ted the stars toward the unknown.
\ Or arctic exblorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of
creation at the new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who realiéed "that the time is
always ripe to do right." \ We think of Aiex Haley -- a writer
described him as a man who "turned loss into pride, history into

heritage and helped make black America a family again." We will

never forget Roots; we will never forget Alex Haley. \ We think
of A. Philip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to desegregate
the military. \ Jesse Owens, whose triumphs humiliated Hitler -

- before the entire world. George Washington Carver \ Rosa Parks
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\ Dr. Charles Drew and Benjamin Banneker. \ The legacy of the
Tuskeeéee Airmen. And we think of Colin Powell. \\ These
pioneers -- and many like them -- peered over the rim of the
possible, and dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\

We, too, stand at the edge of a frontier--- the frontier of
brotherhood, the frontier of a better tomorrow. Too often, too
much time is spent pointing fingers -- too 'little spent pointing
the way. \ It is up to us to see beyond old aivides, and set our

sights on new common ground. \\

e i

In America, every person should have the dignity of work.

have proposed laws to create jobs -~ and throw wide the doors o

%
=

opportunity. I know this may seem a little practical to discus

aﬂﬂ:‘" g

here, but in the end, history will measure our deeds -- and if fje

-~
L

cannot offer work and hope to all, we will have failed.

When our economy grows, everyone can benefit, and we
eliminate the needless scramble for limited resources and
privileges. 1In the real world, opportunity paves the road to
brotherhood. \

But as we create prosperity, we also must create new trust \
new tolerance \ new opportunity. \ And we will. \\

p)

' There is not -- and there will never be -- a place in '\j‘U
America for hatred \ prejudice \ intolerance. This is not b
America, this is not us. Let's push back the small crowds who
preach hatred. Let's create room for the American Dream -- for a

i
land where all God's children sing the joyous songs of freedom. i
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That's our challenge. And I hope it will form the next
chapter of our national history. | |
Thank you. And now it's my pleasure to introduce Df.
Angelou and Shirley Caeéar. | o
# # #
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Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University,
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of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing
black experience solely against the backdrop of race.

Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights. African-
American History month puts on view a whole world of African-
American experience -- experience that has often pushed back the
boundaries of race-relations, but that is not always, and only,
defined by them. \\

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown and
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pedro Nino
(NEE nyo], who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers
like Guibn Bluford,-Jr.,rwho parted the stars toward the unknown.
\ Or arctic explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of

creation at the new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who realized "that the time is
always ripe to do right." \ We think of Alex Haley -- a writer
described him as a man who "turned loss into pride, history into
heritage and helped make black America a family again." We will
never forget Roots; we will never forget Alex Haley. \ We think
of A. Philip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to desegregate
the military. \' Jesse Owens, whose trigmphs humiliated Hitler -

- before the entire world. George Washington Carver \ Rosa Parks
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\ Dr. Charles Drew and Benjamin Banneker. \ The legacy of the
Tuskeegee Airmen. And we think of Colin Powell. \\ These
pioneers -- and many like them -- peered over the rim of the
possible, and dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\

We, too, stand at the edge of a frontier -- the frontier of
brotherhood, the frontier of a better tomorrow. Too often, too
much time is spent pointing fingers -- too little spent pointing
the way. \ It is up to us to see beyond old divides,. and set our
sights on new common g;ound. \\

| In America, ever& person should have the dignity of work. I
have proposed laws to create jobs -- and throﬁ wide the doors of
opportunity. I know this may seem a little practical to discuss
here, but in the end, history will measure our deeds -- and if we
cannot offer work and hope to all, we will have failed.

When our economy grows, éveryone can benefit, and we
eliminate the needless scramble for limited resources and
privileges. In the real world, opportunity paves the road to
brotherhood. \

But as we create prosperity, we also must create new trust \
new tolerance \ new opportunity. \ And we will. \\

There is not -- and there will never be ~-- a place ih
America for hatred \ préjudice \ intolerance. This is not
America, this is not us. Let's push back the small crowds who
preach hatred. Let's create room for the American Dream —- for a

land where all God's children sing the joyous songs of freedom.
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That's our challenge. And I hope it will form the next
chapter of our national history.
Thank you. And now it's my pleasure to introduce Dr.

Angelou and Shirley Caesar.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN- -AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH RECEPTION
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, FEB, 19
ACTION FY| ACTION FYi
I VICE PRESIDENT o & HORNER O O
SKINNER O i MCBRIDE J O
" SCOWCROFT m L4 MOORE O ol
DARMAN O PETERSMEYER [
" BRADY O o PORTER 0o o
BROMLEY O 0 ROGICH O
}H CALIO O o ROLLINS o
DEMAREST ' SMITH o
FITZWATER V FINDLAY O 3
“ GRAY []/ KAUFMAN O []/
HOLIDAY D/ FIRESTONE O
MCGROARTY -

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the Pres;dent

PHlLL!P D. BRADY
Ass!stnm to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

RESPONSE:
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 18, 1992 32 FEG |8 Pd: 02

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID nmé’l;%\
FROM: CURT SMITH
SUBJECT: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH RECEPTION

On Wednesday, February 19th, at 5 p.m., you will deliver
brief remarke (approximately 6 ming./on cards) at a reception
honoring African~American History Month. Your speech introduces
Profassor Maya Angelou and gospel singer shirley Caesar.

Your remarks reflect upon this year's history month theme -
- "Africans' Roots Explore New Worlds: Pre-Columbus to the Space
Aga" -- praising various black explorers. Your speech also lauds
other kinds of black pionears -« in science, gports, civil
rights, etc. You conclude hy affirming your stand against racial

bigotry, urging all to work toward building better race ralations
for the sake of future generations.
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(Suith/Grossman)
February 14, 1992
, Dratt Two

AFRO-AMERICAN2

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and walcome to the White Houme. Thae finalists
and semi-finélists of the McDonald's Black History Makers of
Tomorrow. Representatives of the Nagro League Baseball Flaysrs
Association, Incerporated, Welcome, everyone. I am honered to
Join you in celebrating African-American History Month, \ I am
espacially proud te introduce two special guests -- Maya Angelou
and shirley Caesar. \\

Dr. Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now the '
Reynelds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University,

ghe had built a carser exploring the promise of fresedom. Hex
book, I

8 hae thrilled readers and
students by ﬁaking the case for decency, courage, hops,

determination, \\

Our other guest is one of Americals greatas£ gospel singers,
Grammy-award winning Shirley Cassar has long "lifted [her) voice
{to] sing™ the bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the
wordas of the the well known anthem, is "..full of the faith that
the dark past has taught us..[and the] hope that the present has
brought ua."

African-American History Month lees us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remembar. But while we may use thisz time to stop and take stock
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of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing
black expgriencs solily against the backdrop of race.

Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civii rights. African-
American Histery month puts on view a whole vorld of African-
American experiance == experience that hae often bushed back the
boundarigs of race-ralations, but that ig not always, and only,
defined by them. \\

This month explorses another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebratas the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown and
exXpandad the bhoundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Padro Nine
(NEE nyo], who followad the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers
like Guion Biuford, Jr., who parted the stars toward the unknown.
\ Or arectic explorer Matthew Henson, who braved tha adge of
creation at the new-found North Pole, \\

We salute pther black pioneers -~ pioneers whose COmMpaEs was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision, These are people like
Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., who realized "that the time iz
always ripe to do right.” \ We think of Alex Haley =~ a writar
described him as a man who "turned loss into pride, history into
heritags and helped make black Amsrica a family again." We will
never forget Roots; we will never forget Alex Haley. \ We think
of A. Philip Randolph, the laboxr leader who fought to desegregate
the military. \ Jesse Ovens, whose triumphs humiliated Hitler =-

- before the entire world. George Washington Carver \ Rosa Parks
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\ Dr. Charles Drew and Banjamin Banneker. \ The legacy of the
Tuskeegee Airmen. And we think of Colin Powell. \\ ?hesc
pioneers -- and many like them -= paered over the rim of tha
possible, and dared to walk wherae others had only dreamed. \\
We, too, stand at the edge of a frontier -- the frontier of

brotherhood, the frontiar of a better tomorrow. Tee—often, ToG%

ingerd

the—wayw \ It is up to us to see beyond old divides, and set our —

//

sights on new common ground. \\
In America, every pé son should hayé thé digni¢ of work

have proposgd laws tb create jobs -~ ghd throw widé the ﬁa@r- of

opp¥rtun ty. \ I knoy this muy seem a/littlek practical to Qdiscuss

here, but in the end, histork will peasure\our deeds -~ and if we

cannot dffer wor"and'hope to ail, ve will h:'e failed.

brotherhoed. \ - de

4&&:;?5 wep?raate prosperity: weAa{so must create new trust \
new tolerance \ new opportunity. \ And we will. \\ N

There is not -- and thera will never be -- a place in
America for hatred \ prejudice \ intolerance. This is not
America, this is not ug. lLet's push back the small crowds who
preach hatred. Let's create room for the American Dream -- for a

laend where all God's children sing the joyous songs of freedon.
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That's our challange. And I hope it will form the next
chapter of our national history.
Thank you. And now it's my pleasura to introduce Dr.

Angelou and shirley Caesar,
# #
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Document No. 308379ss

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 2/18/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: i
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH RECEPTION
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O B/ HORNER O OJ
SKINNER O v MCBRIDE OJ O
SCOWCROFT [ v MOORE ] B/
DARMAN O @/ PETERSMEYER O M
BRADY O v PORTER O v’
BROMLEY O O ROGICH O
CALIO O W ROLLINS O
DEMAREST O N4 SMITH O C
FITZWATER O] v FINDLAY 0 @
GRAY O v’ KAUFMAN H »”
HOLIDAY O E/ FIRESTONR L g
MCGROAR'R RO R
REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 18, 1992 22 FER |8 P4: 02

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMARE'S‘(%\
FROM: CURT SMITH

SUBJECT: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH RECEPTION

On Wednesday, February 19th, at 5 p.m., you will deliver
brief remarks (approximately 6 mins./on cards) at a reception
honoring African-American History Month. Your speech introduces
Professor Maya Angelou and gospel singer Shirley Caesar.

Your remarks reflect upon this year's history month theme -
- "Africans' Roots Explore New Worlds: Pre-Columbus to the Space
Age" -- praising various black explorers. Your speech also lauds
other kinds of black pioneers -- in science, sports, civil
rights, etc. You conclude by affirming your stand against racial
bigotry, urging all to work toward building better race relations
for the sake of future generations. '
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February 14, 1992
Draft Two
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. The finalists
aﬁd semi-finalists of the McDonald's Black History Makers of
Tomorrow. Representatives of the Negro League Baseball Players
Association, Incorporated. Welcome, everyone. I am honéred to
join you in celebrating African-American History Month. \ I am
especially proud to introduce two special guests -- Maya Angelou
and Shirley Caesar. \\

Dr. Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now the
Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University,
she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom. Her
book, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled readers and
students by making the éase for decency, courage, hope,
determination. \\

Our other gquest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.
Grammy-award winning Shirley Caeéar has long "lifted [her] voice
[to] sing" the bittersweet soné of gospel. Her message, like the
words of the the well known anthem, is "..full of the faith that
the dark past has taught us..[and the] hope.that the present has
brought us." |

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to éelebrate and to

remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take stock
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of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing
black experience solely against the backdrop of race.,
Too often the booknof black history is defined only by the
chapters of slaVery, emancipation,'and civil rights. African-
American History month puts on View a whole world of African-

American experience -- experience that has often pushed back the

boundaries of race-relations, but that is not always, and only,
defined by them. \\

This month explores another chapter -- Africans'’ Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers‘who pushed back the bounds of the unknown and
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pedro Nino
(NEE nyo], who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers:
like Guion Bluford, Jr., who parted the stars toward the unknown.
'\ Or arctic explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of |
creation at the new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black. pioneers - pioneers whose compass was

courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther Kingh,Jr., who realized "that the time is

always ripe to do right " \ We think of Alex Haley -- a writer
described him as a man who "turned loss into pride, history into

heritage and helped make black America a family again.ﬂ We will

never forget Roots; we will never forget Alex Haley. \ We think
of A. Philip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to desegregate
the military. \ Jesse Owens, whose triumphs humiliated Hitler -

- before the entire world. George Washington'Carver \ Rosa Parks
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\ Dr. Charles Drew and Benjamin Banneker. \ The legacy of the
Tuskeegee Airmen. And we think of Colin Powell. \\ These
pioneers -- and many like them -- peered over the rim of the
possible; and dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\

We, too, stand at the edge of a frontier -- the frontier of
brotherhood, the frontier of a better tomorfow. Too often, too
much time is spent pointing fingers -- too little spent pointing
the way. \ It is up to us to see beyond old divides, and set our
sights on new common ground. \\

In America, every person should have the dignity of work. I
have proposed laws to create jobs -- and throw wide the doors of
opportunity. I know this may séem a little practical to discuss
here, but in the end, history will measure our deeds -- and if we
cannot offer work and hope tq all, we will have failed.

When our economy grows, everyone can benefit, and we
eliminate the needless scramble for limited resources and
privileges. 'In the real world, opportunity paves the road to
brotherhood. \

But as we create prosperity, we also must create new trust \
new tolerance \ new opportunity. \ And we will., \\

There is not -- and there will never be -- a place in
America for hatred \ préjudice \ intolerance. This is not
America, this is not us. Let's push back the small crowds who
preach hatred. Let's.create room for the American Dream -- for a

land where all God's children sing the joyous songs of freedom.
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That's our challenge. And I hope it will form the next
chapter of our national history.
Thank you. And now it's my pleasure to introduce Dr.

Angelou and Shirley Caesar.

# # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 2/14/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _10:00 A.M. TUES., 2/18
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O @/ HORNER O OJ
SKINNER O M MCBRIDE O OJ
SCOWCROFT f!/ O MOORE OJ fD/
DARMAN E( ] PETERSMEYER [!/ O
BRADY O ( PORTER [{ O

“ BROMLEY ] O ROGICH ? O
CALIO { O ROLLINS Q/ a
DEMAREST !( O SMITH O
FITZWATER O { EERRLAE O E/
GRAY ., v O SRR O J
HOLIDAW sl SNOW O . J

REMARKS: o B

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm 122,

Ext. 2930 NO LATER THAN 10:00 A.M. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 with
a copy to this office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:
NO ce® M—M_WL . M 2
e 2—(‘ 1 PHILLIP D. BRADY
{ Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \. I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a caréer'exploring the promise of freedom.
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determination. \\

Our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.

It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\ .

Shirley Caesar has long "lifted ther] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..ﬁhe hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
" chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in
terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievement of black Americans.
Fortunately, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of African-American experience and achievement outside the
chapters of black and white.

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown - and
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pédro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who praved the edge of création at the
new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, who had a dream. \ We think of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the 1abor leader who fought to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse Owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
Washington Carver, or Rosa Parks; or Dr. charles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -- and we think of colin Powell. \\ These pioneers --
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

12 FER I8 Dt 39

February 18, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF
SPEECHWRITING

FROM: NELSON LUN f
ASSOCIATE CCOUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: African-American History
Month

At the request of Phillip D. Brady, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned remarks. Suggested changes are marked on the
attached hard copy.

We appreciate the opportunity to review these remarks.

MISS)ING:

v

Attachment L')&BG QQO i ’

cc w/a: Phillip D. Brady
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \ I am especially proud to introduce two special gquests -

- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

'»wﬂ Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
Zﬁn%"F; the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
OnwesLt

she had built loring the promise of freedom.
CD,Dm d,,\w. i a career exp g p
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,

hope, determination. \\

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.

It's no wonder that they rendered unto this'Caesar a Grammy. \\
Shirley Caesar has long "lifted ther] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
w (g
\{bﬂ Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,

its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
" chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in
terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievenment of black Americans.
Fortunately, African-American History month puts on yiew a whole

7/

world of African-American experience and achievement

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed pack the bounds of the unknown - and
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Podro Nino,

who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers like Guion

~ Bluford: "e"stars toward the unknown. \ Or a tic

" explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of creatlon at the
NV ‘,\\Jw\oo oy tal

| new-found North Pole. \\ \e—

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was

X courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like

e

Dr. Martin Luther King,/ who

eaé) \ We think of Alex

6 A
DD(*‘ 6I-Ialey. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to

hé;) desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
washington Carver, oOr Rosa Parks; or Dr. Charles Drew and
Benjamin Bannoker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee

Airmen(;L ' hi i l} \\ These pioneers -—-=

and many /li im of the possible, and
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

10:00 A.M. TUES., 2/18
DATE: 2/14/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2/
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992
SUBJECT:

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O [B/ HORNER O O
SKINNER O [/ MCBRIDE O O
scowcnérr« ol f!/ O MOORE O fE/
DARMAN \)|/ v O PETERSMEYER #/C !/ O
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DEMAREST K [ SMITH [
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i ) FESTONE

REMARKS: Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm 122,

Ext. 2930 NO LATER THAN 10:00 A.M. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 Wlth
a copy to this office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \- I am especially proud to introduce two special quests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hbpe, determination. \\

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.
It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\
Shirley Caesar has long "lifted ther] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use this>time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
‘ chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in
terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievement of black Americans.
Foftunately, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of African-American experience and achievement outside the
chapters of black and white.

This month explores another chapter -= Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown - and
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pédro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New world. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of création at the
new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, who had a dream. \ We think of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
Washington Carver, or Rosa Parks; or Dr. Charles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -~ and we think of colin Powell. \\ These pioneers -=
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992
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Ext. 2930 NO LATER THAN 10:00 A.M. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 with
a copy to this office.
Thank you.
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staft Secretary
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating AfricaneAmerican.History
Month. \. I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer,>producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determination. \\

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.

It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\

Shirley Caesar has long "lifted ther] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us.”

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bidé us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the

" chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in

terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievement of black Americans.
Fortunately, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of African-American experience and achievement outside the
chapters of black and white.

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed pack the bounds of the unknown - and
expanded the poundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pédro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New world. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the'unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of création at the
new-found North Pole. \\

Wwe salute other black pioneers == pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, who had a dream. \ We think of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
washington Carver, OTr Rosa Parks; or Dr. charles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -- and we think of colin Powell. \\ These pioneers --
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm 122,

Ext. 2930 NO LATER THAN 10:00 A.M. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 with
a copy to this office.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
' ' WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
“f/ are honored to joih you in celebrating African-Americgn History
; Month. \ I am gspecially proud to introduce two sﬁecial guests -

- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Y . _ ‘ _ -
é;*&g?iﬂf% Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
.zdf' i 8 - .- o ) i -
Q%%ﬁ#w%”&? the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest

. .COllége, she had built a éareer exploring the promisé of freedom._
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bi;gvsiggs has thrilled - |
readers and students‘by ﬁaking the case for decency, cdufage,
hope, determination. \\ | | '

our 6ther.guest'is one of America's éreatést gospel singefs.
‘It's_no wonder that they fendered unto this Caesﬁr a Grammy. \\
Shirléy Caesar has long "liffed [ner] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. AHer message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past.
has,taught_us,.[and];.tﬁe hope that the present has brought us."

‘African-Americah History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs énd its tragedies; it—bids us to celebrétg and to |
remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take gtock
of raéelrelgtiéns,‘we must gquard agéinst the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too'often the-book of black history is defined only by the
'chapters of slavery, emanclpatlon,'and civil rights -= or in
terms of tragedles. poverty, dependency, oppression; Americans
" also should celebrate the achlevement of black Amer1cans.~
Fortunately, Afrlcan-Amerlcan Hlstory month puts on view a whole
- world of Afrlcan-Amerlcan experlence and achievement outsxde the
‘chapters of black and white. | |
 This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots -
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trallblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknownand
expanded the boundarles of knowledge. Explorers 11ke Pedro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New World. \ Ploneers llke_Gulony
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of creatlon at the
new-found North Pole. \\ ' |

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was

courage \ and whose map was moral VlSlon. These'are people like.
Qﬂjﬂ_vfﬂ D . Martin Luther Klng,(?ho had a dreamj)\ We think of Alex
ﬁﬂ}pbﬁk Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to ;
ﬁ&ﬂﬁg/desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse Owens, whose trlumphs
humiliated Hltler - before the entlre world Or’George
'Washlngton Carver, or Rosa Parks; or Dr. Charles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
i Alrmen --(and we think of cO11n Powell \\ These ploneers -
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the p0551b1e, and

) dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \ '

dsfrtﬁncu/ul’ ?
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DATE: 2/14/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _10:00 A.M. TUES., 2/18
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O @/ HORNER O ]
SKINNER O @/ MCBRIDE O O
SCOWCROFT f!/ O MOORE O {D/
DARMAN d O PETERSMEYER M O
BRADY O !/ PORTER [{ O
BROMLEY O OJ ROGICH @/ O
CALIO { O ROLLINS wu ¥/ U
DEMAREST s SMITH -~ isisnceoy [ S ]
FITZWATER O { FINDLAY O E/
GRAY & O KAUFMAN O J
HOLIDAY B/ O — O E/
e

‘ et
REMARKS: Please forward your comments direcfgikgg/;ony Snow, \Rm 122,

Ext. 2930 NO LATER THAN 10:00 A.M. UESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 with
a copy to this office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:
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Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY. MONTH
. : : ' WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the-White'House. Barbara and I
are honored to JOin you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \ I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Refnolds professor of American.étudies'at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.
‘Her‘book, Now I Know Why the Caged'Bi:g Sings has thrilled
._readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determination. \\ | |

Our other guest is one of America s greatest gospel 51ngers.
It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a.Grammy. \\
Shirley Caesar has long "lifted‘[her] voice [to]Asing" the
bittersweet song oftgospel; Her message; like the words of the -
Black National Antnem,'is "..full of the faith_that.the>dark past
has‘taucht us;.[and]..the hope that the present has-brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
.its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. .But while we may use this time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though . a white prism. \\



Too often the book of black hlstory is deflned-only by the
"chapters of slavery, emanclpatlon, and c1v1l rlghts - or in
‘terms of traged1es* poverty, dependency, oppre531on. Amerlcans
also should celebrate the achlevement of ‘black Amerlcans.. »
' Fortunately, Afrlcan-Amerlcan History month puts on view a- whole
rld of Afrlcan-Amerlcan experlence and achlevement outslde the '
.chapters of black and whlte. 1 |

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
;Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathflnders and
trallblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown and |
‘_expanded the boundarles of knowledge. Explorers 11ke Pedro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New World. \ ‘Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ ©Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of creatlon at the
new-found North Pole N\

We salute other black pioneers.-- pioneers whosevcompass-was‘

courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people'like
Dr. Martln Luther Klng,'who had a dream. \ We.think of Alex
' Haley \ Oor A. Phillip Randolph, the labor. leader who fought to ‘
'desegregate the military. \. Or Jesse Owens, whose triumphs
‘humiliated Hltler‘-- before the entire world. or George
Washlngton éarver, or Rosa Parks; or Dr. Charles Drew and
Benjamln Hanneker. A\ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
-Alrmen -- and we think of Colinm Powell. \\ These ploneers -
nd many 11ke ‘then ---peered over the rim of the pOSSlble, and

dared‘to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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- PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcéme to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American-History
Month. \ I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
-_Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Sstudies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determinafion. \\ '

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.

It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\

Shirley Caesar has long "lifted [her] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History'Honth lets us refléct on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use thié'time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\



Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
chapters of slavery, emancipatioh, and civil rights -- or in
terms of tragedies: pove;ty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the echieQement of black Americans.
Fortunatelf, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of African-American experience and achievement outside the
chapters'of black and white. | |

This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explofe New Worlds. It celebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknownand
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pedro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New.World. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of CreEtion.at the

new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King,‘who had a dream. \ We ;hink of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randelph, the labor leadef who fought to
desegregate the military. \\ Or Jesse Owens, whoee triumphs
vhumiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
Washington Carver, or Rosa Parks; or Dr. Charles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -- and we think of Colin Powell. \\ These pioneers --
and meny like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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Ve, too, stand at the edge of a frontier -- the frontier of
brotherhood, the frontier of a better tomorrow. It is up to us
to turn our backs on old divides, and set our sights on new
common groﬁnd. \\

Too often, we waste time pointing fingers, and spend too
little time pointing the way. Booker T. Washington remarked that
"A race is not measured by its ability to condemn; but to
create." We must create new trust \ new tolerance \ new
opportunity. \ And we will. \\

There is not -- and fhere will never be -- a place in
America for hatred \ prejudice'\ intolerance. This is not
America, this is not us.

In our land of open hearts and opportunity, we should 1lift
up our hearts and sing praises to brotherhood, to unity, to our
common commitment to common decency. Let's push back the small
crowds who preach hatred énd let's create room for the American
Dream - for a land where all God's children‘sing the7j0yous
songs of freedom. |

So now it's my pleasure to introduce Professor Angelou and

Shirley Caesar.

# ' ¥ #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992
Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \ I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\
Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.

Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled

readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determination. \\ .

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.
It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\
Shirley Caesar has long "lifted [her] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the

Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past

has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use this.time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
chapteré of.élavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in
terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievement of blﬁck Americans.
Fortunately, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of-Africah-American experience and achievement outside the

chapters of black and white. |
| This month explores another chapter -- Africans' Roots

Explore New Wérlds. It célebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds.of the unknown and |
expandéd the boundaries of knowiedge. Explorers like Pedro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorér Matthew Henson; who braved the edge of creétion at the
new-found North Pole. \\ - —

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. TheséAare people like
Dr. Martih Luther King, who had a dream. \ We think of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the labor leader who fought—to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse Owens,vwhose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
Washington Carver, or Rosa Parké; or Dr. Cﬁarles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -- and we think of Colin Powell. \\ These pioneers --
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible; énd

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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We, too, stand at the edge of a frontier -- the frontier of
brotherhood, the frontier of a better toﬁorrow. It is up to us
'to turn our backs on old divides, and set our sights on new
common ground. \\

Too often, we waste time inti fingers, and spend too
little time pointing the way. Booker T. Washington remarked that
"A race is not measured by its ability to.condemn, but to
Create.”" We must create new trust \ new tolerance \ new
opportunity. \ And we will. \\

There is not -- and theré:will neQer be -- a place in
America for hatred \ prejudice \ intolerance. This is ﬁot
America, this is not us.

In our land of'bpen hearts and opportunity, we shbuld lift
up our hearts and sing praises to brotherhood, to uhity, to our
common commitment to common decehcy. Let's push back the small
crow&s who preach hafred‘and let's create room for the American
Dream -- for a land where all God's children sing the joyous
songs of freedom.

So now it's my pleasure to introduce Professor Angelou and

Shirley Caesar.

¢ # #
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0

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: -0:00 A.M. TUES., 2/18
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O [E/ HORNER [ O
SKINNER @/ MCBRIDE d O
SCOWCRQET...... sk, ey e MOORE OJ D/
DARMAN d ] PETERSMEYER J O
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DEMAREST g O SMITH O
FITZWATER O M ¥ INDLAY O [J
GRAY 7 O SAVERAN O J
HOLIDAY B/ O SNOW O E/
REMARKS: Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm 122,
Ext. 2930 NO LATER THAN 10:00 A.M. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 with
a copy to this office.
Thank you.
RESPONSE:

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

February 18, 1992

The NSC staff concurs in the above-referenced draft presidential remarks.

n

A
ce: Phillip D. Brady t?

Scowcroft

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \A I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determination. \\ ‘

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.
It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\
Shirley Caesar has long "lifted ther] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard‘against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the

' chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in

terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievement of black Americans.
Fortunately, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of African-American experience and achievement outside the
chapters of black and white.

This month explores another chapter -== Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It ;elebrates the black pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown - and
expanded the poundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pédro Nino,
who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of création at the
new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers -- pioneers whose compass was

courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, who had a dream. \ We think of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the iabor leader who fought to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse Owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
Washington Carver, or Rosa Parks; or Dr. charles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -- and we think of colin Powell. \\ These pioneers -=
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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We, too, stand at the edge_of a frontier -< the frontier of
brotherhood, the frontier of a petter tomorrowe. It is upP to us
to turn our packs on old divides, and set our sights on new
'~ common ground. \\

Too often, Ve waste time pointind fingers, and spend too0
1ittle time pointigg the waY. pooker T. washington remarked that
np race is not measured DY its ability ro condemn, put to
create."” We must create nevw rrust \ new rolerance \ new .
opportunity. \ And we will. W\

There is not -~ and there will never be -- @ place in
america for hatred \ prejudice \ jntolerance. This'is not
America, this is not us.

In our 1and of open hearts and opportunity, we should 1ift
up our hearts and sing praises to brotherhood, to unity, to our
common commitment to common decency - Let's push.back the small
crowds who preaoh hatred and let's create room for the American
Dream -- for a 1and where all God's children sing the joyous
songs of freedom.

So now jt's my pleasure to introduce professor Angelou and
shirley Caesar.

- # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992
Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \ I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\
Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest

v
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College, she hgﬂ’built a career exploring the promise of freedom.

(g§> Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thré&&ed'”aked_a"d v
#hrogh conveying  power of ins pired
countless readers and students by-making the ease—fer decency, courage, v
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hope, determination. \\
our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.

It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\ ‘

Shirley Caesar has long "lifted [her] voice [to] sing" the i

bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the

Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past

has taught us..[and]..the hope that the prgsent has brought us."
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éé}> African-American History Month le&s.us reflect on our past,

its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to

remember. -But-while—we may use—this—time to stop—-andtake stock <
<§E§> of race relations, we must guard against the trap ef viewing— —
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é::) This month é:%ig:Q;fanother chapter -- Africans' Roots
Explore New Worlds. It celebrates the plack pathfinders and
trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown and
expanded the poundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pedro Nino,

’ who followed the stars to a New world. \ Pioneers like Guion

éz> Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or aétic g
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of création at the
new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers == pioneers whose compass was

courage \ and whose map was morai vision. These are people like

(iéi) Dr. Martin Luther Kingv/whu—had—a—d;ean?/\ We think of Alex L
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the labor leader who fought to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse Owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
washington Carver, oOr Rosa Parks; or Dr. Charles Drew and

(::;> Benjamin Banneker. \ [Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee //QL,
Airmen -- and we think of colin Powell.]| \\ These pioneers --=
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992

Thank you, and welcome to the White House. Barbara and I
are honored to join you in celebrating African-American History
Month. \' I am especially proud to introduce two special guests -
- Maya Angelou and Shirley Caesar. \\

Professor Angelou -- author, editor, dancer, producer. Now
the Reynolds professor of American Studies at Wake Forest
College, she had built a career exploring the promise of freedom.
Her book, Now I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings has thrilled
readers and students by making the case for decency, courage,
hope, determination. \\

our other guest is one of America's greatest gospel singers.

It's no wonder that they rendered unto this Caesar a Grammy. \\

Shirley Caesar has long "lifted ther] voice [to] sing" the
bittersweet song of gospel. Her message, like the words of the
Black National Anthem, is "..full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us..[and]..the hope that the present has brought us."

African-American History Month lets us reflect on our past,
its triumphs and its tragedies; it bids us to celebrate and to
remember. But while we may use this time to stop and take stock
of race relations, we must guard against the trap of viewing

black experience solely though a white prism. \\
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Too often the book of black history is defined only by the
- chapters of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights -- or in
terms of tragedies: poverty, dependency, oppression. Americans
also should celebrate the achievement of black Americans.
Fortunately, African-American History month puts on view a whole
world of African-American experience and achievement outside the
chapters of black and white.

This month explores another chapter -= Africans' Roots
Explqre New Worlds. It celebrates the plack pathfinders and

trailblazers who pushed back the bounds of the unknown - and

expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Explorers like Pedro Nino, '

who followed the stars to a New World. \ Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, who parted the stars toward the unknown. \ Or artic
explorer Matthew Henson, who braved the edge of création at the
new-found North Pole. \\

We salute other black pioneers --= pioneers whose compass was
courage \ and whose map was moral vision. These are people like
Dr. Martin Luther King, who had a dream. \ We think of Alex
Haley. \ Or A. Phillip Randolph, the 1abor leader who fought to
desegregate the military. \ Or Jesse Owens, whose triumphs
humiliated Hitler -- before the entire world. Or George
Washington Carver, Or Rosa Parks; or Dr. Cﬁarles Drew and
Benjamin Banneker. \ Think of the Black Eagles and the Tuskeegee
Airmen -- and we think of Colin Powell. \\ These pioneers --
and many like them -- peered over the rim of the possible, and

dared to walk where others had only dreamed. \\
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Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Feb. 19

Remarks on the Observance of
African-American History Month

February 19, 1992

Welcome to the White House, and thank
you all very, very much for coming. The final-
ists and the semifinalists of the McDonald’s
Black History Makers of Tomorrow are here,
and I want to salute them right off hand,
over here. Welcome to the White House.
And next let me single out as a fan, the rep-
resentatives of the Negro League Baseball
Players Association, over here, very famous,
all. Welcome.

'And to Mr. Justice White and members
of our Cabinet, Chairman Powell, and others,
let me just say that I am honored to join
you in celebrating African-American History
Month. I'm especially proud to introduce two
special guests that we're going to hear from
in a minute, Maya Angelou and Shirley Cae-
sar, right here.

Dr. Angelou, an author, editor, dancer,
producer, now the Reynolds Professor of
American Studies at Wake Forest University,
she built a career exploring the promise of
freedom. And her book, “T Know Why the
Cageﬂ Bird Sings,” has thrilled readers and
students by making the case for decency and

heir courage and hope and determination.
2 we And our other guest is, of course, one of
. America’s greatest gospel singers. Grammy
> be award-winning—brought some family along
ting to celebrate, I see, but never mind, that’s
The fine even in the White House, Shirley—
sad- Grammy award-winning Shirley Caesar has
. long “lifted her voice to sing” the bittersweet

eful :
- : song of gospel. And her message, like the
e et words of the well-known anthem, is “full of
S5 the faith that the dark past has taught us and
the the hope that the present has brought us.”
eIy b African-American History Month lets us
- reflect on our past, its triumphs and its trage-
dies, and it bids us to celebrate and to re-
. at member. But while we may use this time to
his stop and take stock of race relations, we must
ow- g, guardiagainst the trap of viewing black expe-
the (f RF4EW ricnce solely against the backdrop of race.
lley , e Too often the book of black history is de-
mt, [ fined only by the chapters, important though
ay, ‘ they may be, of slavery and emancipation and
0%~ 3 civil rights. African-American History Month

puts on view a whole world of African-Amer-
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ican experience, experience that has often
pushed back the boundaries of race relations,
but that is not always, and only, defined by
them.

This month explores another chapter, Afri-
cans’ roots explore new worlds. It celebrates
the black pathfinders and trailblazers who
pushed back the bounds of the unknown and
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Ex-
plorers like Pedro Nifio, who followed the
stars to a new world. Pioneers like Guion
Bluford, Jr., who parted the stars toward the
unknown; or Arctic explorer Matthew
Henson, who braved the edge of creation at
the newfound North Pole.

And then, of course, we salute other black
pioneers: Pioneers whose compass was cour-
age; whose map, moral vision. These are peo-
ple like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who re-
alized “that the time is always ripe to do
right.” And we think of Alex Haley, a writer
described him as a man who “turned loss into
pride, history into heritage, and helped make
black America a family again.” I'll never for-
get “Roots.” You'll never forget Alex Haley.
And then we think of A. Philip Randolph,
the labor leader who fought to desegregate
the military. Jesse Owens, whose triumph hu-
miliated Hitler—before the entire world, 1
might add. George Washington Carver, Rosa
Parks, Dr. Charles Drew, Benjamin
Banneker, the legacy of the Tuskegee air-
men. We think of Mr. Justice, right here in
the front row, our dear friend, Clarence
Thomas. And we think, of course, of Colin
Powell.

These pioneers and many like them
peered over the rim of the possible and dared
to walk where others had only dreamed. We,
too, stand at the edge of a frontier, the fron-
tier of brotherhood, the frontier of a better
tomorrow. It's up to us to see beyond old
divides and set our sights on new common

ground. And as we continue our efforts to
create prosperity for all, we must also create
Dew trust, a new tolerance, a new oppor-
tunity. And we will,

There is not, and there will never be, a
place in America for hatred, for prejudice,
for intolerance. And this is not America; this
is not us. And let’s push back the small
crowds who preach hatred. Let’s create room
for the American dream, for a land where
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all God's children sing in the joyous songs
of freedom. And so, that’s our challenge. And
I hope it will form the next chapter of our
national history. : :

And so, thank you all very, very much. And
now for what we all came to hear. First, I've
introduced you to Dr. Angelou, but I believe,
Shirley, you are the lead-off hitter. And these
guys would know exactly what that means.
So come on up, Shirley Caesar.

Note: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocol Amending the Treaty on
Extradition With Australia

February 19, 1992

To the Senate of the United States:

With.a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Protocol Amending the
Treaty on Extradition between the United
States of America and Australia, signed at
Seoul on September 4, 1990. I also transmit
for the information of the Senate the report
of the Department of State with respect to
the Protocol.

The Protocol supplements and amends the
Treaty on Extradition between the United
States of America and Australia, signed at
Washington on May 14, 1974. It is designed
to update and standardize the conditions and
procedures for extradition between the Unit-
ed States and Australia. Most significant, it
removes an outdated list of extraditable of-
fenses from the 1974 Treaty and expands
upon the dual criminality approach contained
in that Treaty. The Protocol also provides a
legal basis for temporarily surrendering pris-
oners to stand trial for crimes against the laws
of the requesting State. The provisions in this
Protocol follow generally the form and con-
tent of extradition treaties recently con-
cluded by the United States.

This Protocol will make a significant con-
tribution to international cooperation in law
enforcement. I recommend that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration ta tha
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Message to the Congress on Budget
Rescissions and Deferrals

February 19, 1992 : '

To the Congress of the United States: ;
In accordance with the Congressional e
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, 1 herewith report one rescission pro-
posal, totaling $16.7 million, one revised de-
ferral, and one new deferral of budget au-
thority. Including the revised and the new
deferrals, funds withheld in FY 1992 now
total $5.6 billion, e
The proposed rescission affects the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. The deferrals affect the Agency for
International Development and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.
The details of the proposed rescission and

gia.
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Statement by Press Secretary . the political and .
Fitzwater on Establishment of Zambia. The Pres
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Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, -
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan
February 19, 1992

The President has decided that the United
States will take immediate steps to establish
diplomatic  relations  with Azerbaijan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
The United States had recognized their inde-
pendence on December 25, 1991. Following
Secretary Baker's recent visit to these coun-
tries, the President believes U.S. interests
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