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tatement by Press Secretary
g‘itzwater ony the President’s Meetm
With President Ronald Venetiaan o

‘Suriname

February 3, 1992

The President met today with President
Ronald Venetiaan of the Republic of Suri-
name.

The President expressed his satisfaction at
the success of Suriname’s elections and or-
derly transition to democratic civilian govern-
ment following the military coup in Decem-
ber of 1990. He stressed the. United States
deep commitment to fostering democratic ci-
vilian rule throughout the hemisphere and
emphasized that President Venetiaan enjoys
our full support for his efforts to strengthen
democratic institutions, undertake economic
reform, and curb narcotics trafficking.

The two Presidents discussed fie Suri-
namese Government’s plans for economic re-
form and adjustment. The President pointed
out that effective action in this area will en-
hance Suriname’s ability to stimulate private
investment and trade, which are the key to
long-term growth.

The two Presidents also discussed the
threat to Suriname of increased narcotics
trafficking, and the President pledged our
support for Suriname’s counternarcotics ef-
forts.

President Venetiaan is making his first visit
to the United States since his inauguration
in September 1991. He entered office as a
result of elections held in May 1991 with the
participation of observers from the Organiza-
tion of American States.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Government Activities in the
United Nations

February 3, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit herewith a report
of the activities of the United States Govern-
ment in the United Nations and its affiliated
agencies during the calendar year 1990, the
second year of my Administration. The re-
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port is required by the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act (Public Law 264, 79th Con-
gress; 22 U.S.C. 287b).

George Bush
The White House,
February 3, 1992.
Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Annual Report of
the Federal Labor Relations
Authority
February 3, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 701 of the Civil
Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public Law 95—
454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), 1 have the pleasure
of transmitting to you the Twelfth Annual
Report of the Federal Labor Relations Au-
thority for Fiscal Year 1990. .

The report includes information on the
cases heard and decisions rendered by the
Federal Labor Relations Authority, the Gen-

_eral Counsel of the Authority, and the Fed-

eral Service Impasses Panel.
George Bush

The White House,
February 3, 1992.

Remarks to the National Grocers
Association in Orlando, Florida

February 4, 1992

Thank you for that warm welcome, and
please be seated. And Tom, thank you for
that wonderful introduction. Thanks also to
Bill Confer, your chairman. And before we

* get started, I don’t know where they are, but

I'd like to recognize two outstanding Con-
gressmen from this area, Bill McCollum and
CLff Stearns. And also a former Con-
gressman who is actively involved with me,
Bill Grant, of Florida. You have three of the
best right here with you today.

And it’s a great pleasure, and I really mean
that, to be here with this énthusiastic group.
I originally had planned to be at your dinner
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last night. But then I found out it was called
the Asparagus Club Banquet. [Laughter]
Thought I'd better not take a chance. And
you know why, dangerously close. [Laughter]
Okay, Barbara won the broccoli war. 1 said
what I thought, and she got out and received
all these broccoli growers. And sales shot up
about 500 percent. [Laughter]

You all know, I think, of my love for sports.
And this being an election year, my competi-
tive juices are flowing more than ever. And
so, today I'm making an announcement that
many of you have been expecting for a long
time. I'm officially declaring my entry into
your best bagger contest. Just one question:
Paper or plastic? [Laughter]

I'll always remember—and Tom referred
to it—but from a personal standpoint, I'll al-
ways remember that warm reception that you
all, the NGA, gave me when I addressed that
1985 convention. It was in New Orleans. You
gave me a good education about your indus-
try then, and I remember it still. A typical
NGA member is a family-run business. Many
of you carry on legacies built through the vi-
sion and sacrifice of a grandmother or a
grandfather.tllust met one of your directors.
She was a third-generation in the grocery
business, perhaps an immigrant to this coun-
try, some were. You work on the thinnest
of profit margins. You challenge one another
with bracing competition that clearly benefits
our consumers' like no others in the world.
And today, as always, your success as commu-
nity grocers depends not just on the bottom
line but on the old-fashioned virtues of being
a good neighbor.

Since I Jast met you all in 1985, the world
has changed. We've got a lot to be grateful
for. We won the cold war. We led a coalition
in the Gulf to crush Saddam Hussein's ag-
gression in Kuwait. We've created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented pros-
perity and peace. But we've also run into
some hard times here. Our economy has
slowed down. We must get it fired up again.

The professional pessimists tell us America
has become weak and disabled, that our
economy has fallen, and it can’t get up. Well,
that’s just plain bunk. It's not true. And I'm
going to tell you what we can do about it.
Day by day and step by step, we're going

to get ourselves moving, and we'll do it as
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Americans always have. We'll combine our
common sense, our work ethic, and our de-
termination’ with progrowth policies. With
these, we'll carry the entire world into the
next American century. You can bet on it.

You don’t have to be some rocket scientist
to understand how. You stick with. the basics.
And 1 proposed a commonsense com-
prehensive action plan last week in my State
of the Union Address. It gets investment
going, because you can’t build new busi-
nesses and create new jobs without new in-
vestment. It strengthens the industries that
historically have led us into recoveries, espe-
cially real estate and housing. It hacks away
obstacles to growth. It cuts the Federal defi-
cit by holding back spending. Government
is far too big, and it spends too much. And
I am going to keep it within its limits of this
budget agreement that is in place right now.

Ask yourselves the question: How free are
we, really, when the Government gobbles up
25 percent of our GNP? I'm demanding, I
need your support, that Congress get serious
about this. One thing, I've listed 246 pro-
grams that I want cut out this year, 246. Each
one has a protector; each one has a noble
title. None of them is essential to the well-
being of the United States of America. And
I want something else. I want that line-item
veto so I can enforce real spending dis-
ciplines. Forty-three Governors have it.

We've got to get Washington back to com-
mon sense. To do that, I really mean this,
I need your help. I know you can deliver.
You know your neighbors; they know you.
The grocery business grows when your
neighborhood grows, when the Nation’s
economy grows. I've asked Congress to enact
some laws that will create jobs by getting our
economy growing again. And I've set a dead-
line, March 20th. I ask you to circle that Fri-
day on your calendar. Remember this dead-
line. Congress needs to take a few simple

- steps to create good American jobs, now.

The Capitol Hill hearings on my program
begin today. But I must say, too often when
1 send progrowth proposals to Congress, all
the public hears is sloganeering about fair-
ness. This twists a good concept into a weap-
on of envy and divisiveness, desire to divide
America along class lines. I don't look at it
that way. Here’s what faimess means to me:
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It means if you want to work, you can get
a job. It means if you have a good idea, you'll
get a chance to test it, or if you build a busi-
ness, you don't lose your eamings to exces-
sive taxes or overregulation. That’s what fair-
ness means to me. Above all, the most impor-
tant test of faimess for my plan is that it will
work for all Americans. It will create jobs.

And now, here’s what I want by March
20th. And I set that date because I do believe
we have a window in which we get something
done, even though this is going to be a very
controversial ang difficult national election
year. Here’s what I want: First, incentives
to make productive investments. These in-
volve a 15-percent investment tax allowance
and needed changes to the alternative mini-
mum tax. Now, these will encourage business
to invest in equipment and become more
productive. I just took a tour through the ex-
hibits here, amazed by some of the tech-
nology. These proposals will stimulate that
kind of investment and will help individuals
invest in high technology or whatever ma-
chinery is needed.

Second, we need incentives to build and
to buy real estate, a change in the passive-
loss rules for active real estate developers.
We need penalty-free withdrawals from
IRA’s for first-time homebuyers and a $5,000

tax credit for the first purchase of a home.

Housing economists predict that my plan will
mean an extra 200,000 homes built and
415,000 new construction jobs to build them.
Real estate and housing, with this stimulus,
we'll lead our way into active recovery.

And third, incentives to succeed: Cut the
capital gains tax. This tax hurts anyone who
has made a sensible investment in a home,
a business, or a farm. None of our key com-
petitors taxes gains at high rates, world global
competitors. Let’s stop penalizing savings
and investment. Let’s stop punishing excel-
lence. And yes, let’s talk about fairness.
Lower capital gains mean more investment,
and more-investment means more jobs. So,
let’s get that capital gains tax cut, now.

Three measures, three pieces of common
sense, three things Congress should do by
March 20th. I know that Congress will listen
to you, you come right from the grassroots.
And I'm counting on your help. In the mean-
time, I've initiated some reforms that will get
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the economy moving without having to wait
for Congress to act. I've imposed a 90-day
freeze on Federal regulations that could
hinder economic growth. And during that pe-
riod, all Departments and Agencies will re-
view regulations, old and new, and when pos-
sible, stop the ones that will hurt growth and:
speed up those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that
you have a workshop entitled “The Regu-
lators Are Back.” No wonder. You can’t get
through a day without having to worry about
what some regulator is going to do to you
through some thoughtless regulation. Regu-
lations may have stated aims as wholesome
as Mom and the apple pie. But you know
better than anyone that when regulators
carry that regulation too far, there won't be
any apple pie for Mom to buy.

I ran a council on deregulation for 8 years
as Vice President. And I'm here to assure
you, we've not lost the spirit of deregulation.
I want you to be able to spend your time
working on what you can do for your cus-
tomers rather than fretting about what some
regulator might do to you.

And I'm also fighting hard against this epi-
demic of lawsuits. The costs and the delays
in our legal system are a hidden tax on every
single American consumer, on every business
transaction in America. And that’s why I'm
sending to Congress today a reform bill, the
Access to Justice Act of 1992. And my reform
proposal will give Americans cheaper and
easier alternatives to trial. And my plan will
halt needless lawsuits by making changes in
the way some attorney’s fees are awarded.
And let’s stop America’s love affair with the
lawsuit. If we're as good at rewarding success
as we are at suing each other, we’d be way
ahead of the rest of the world. I might say
parenthetically, health care costs would be
an awful lot lower if we didn’t have a lot
of frivolous lawsuits going after these doctors
for malpractice.

One of the great lessons of our times is
this: Freedom and cooperation work, big
Government doesn’t. Ang after 70 years, the
new leaders in Moscow recognize that total
Government regulation produces only one
thing: total failure. And now, the Russians—
I had a fascinating visit with Boris Yeltsin
up at Camp David on Saturday—the Rus-
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sians want to try something different, like
grocery stores with groceries on the shelves.
[Laughter] This man’s put into some tough
reforms there. Got to stay with him. Got to
help him make them work.

Isn’t it ironic, at the exact moment the
world is turning to our values of more eco-
nomic freedom and competition, some in the
United States Congress want to go just the
opposite way. And here’s an example of the
trouble brewing in Congress: That’s the so-
called FDA enforcement bill. I'm sure those
of you who sell your own C}]arivate-label gro-
ceries aren’t exactly thrilled by the prospect
of more legal and accounting and paperwork
burdens. But that’s just what some in the
Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you
in no uncertain terms: the time for overregu-
lation is over. And if they send me any more
legislation with excessive regulation in it, I'm
going to veto it and send it back. It’s going
right back up there.

Again, the Congress can help get the econ-
omy moving if it will just do the right thing.
Last week one Member of Congress, a Dem-
ocrat, said it might be smart politics for the
Democrats to meet the deadline and pass my
plan intact. I can’t say what their motives may
be, but I know one thing, my plan will help
the American people. So let me take the heat.
I know that my program will get the economy
moving again. And again, urge the Congress
to pass it intact by March 20th.

March 20 isn’t a moment too soon to enact
this short-term program. But we also must
take a longer look, look to longer horizons.
And I proposed a long-term plan in my State
of the Union Address. Let me just give you
a couple of the highlights here, some of the
- highlights.
~ First, let’s create more American jobs by
opening up and expanding markets. all over
the world. A new GATT agreement, we're
working hard to get one, will make the world
trading system come to grips with the dam-
aging tariffs and export subsidies in agri-
culture. And by tearing down economic bar-
riers with Mexico and Canada, a new North
American free trade agreement can lift us
to new heights of prosperity. And make no
mistake about this: A sound, free trade agree-
ment will mean more American jobs, not less,
more American jobs.

e
>
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Second, let free choice and free markets
reform this health care system of ours. This
week I'm going to ask for a new credit to
help those without health insurance, em-
ployed or not, to buy such coverage. My plan
will assure that both American workers and
the unemployed will have access to basic
health insurance even if they change jobs or
develop serious health problems. We can’t
improve health care by threatening the
health of job-intensive businesses. The last
thing we want is for companies to cut costs
by cutting workers. And I am wholeheartedly
opposed, as I believe you are, to schemes
that cost jobs by mandating benefits that an
employer must pay.

And thirdly, let’s strengthen the family, the
cornerstone of the American dream. Let's
ease the burden of child-rearing. The per-
sonal tax exemption has not kept up with in-
flation. I'm asking Congress, immediately, to
increase the exemption for each child by
$500. It's a significant move in the right di-
rection, and for our kids” sake, we must do
no less.

Look at my economic proposals and you
will find straightforward, plain solutions to
our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program
or that they don’t have quite the right politi-
cal ring for this political year. But I'm not
seeking spending for spending’s sake. I don’t
want a fancy title on a bill that will shoot
interest rates right up through the roof. I
want results. My plan is sound, and it will
work.

If you hear people in Congress gripe that
they can't get the job done by March 20th,
remind them, we won the Gulf war in 44
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent do-
mestic program in 52 days. Remember, Con-
gress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to. So, accept no excuses. Accept no
delays. And accept no substitutes.

Please don’t leave this message behind
when you leave this convention hall. Take
it home to your families, to your customers,
to your neighbors. From February 8th till
February 17th, your Congressmen will be
home for the President’s Day recess. That’s
a great time for you to go to their hometown
offices and tell them to meet the deadline
and to pass this plan. With an effort like this,
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and free markets I know we’ll get their attention, and we’ll get e the Equal Access to Justice Act would
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| It's a pleasure to be with you. I'll always remember the

yar
warm reception the National Grocers Association gave me when I é;Qavk%
" addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a N
§rigood education about your business then, and I remember it still. \afv\
g;&§ Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985.

Q§§F~We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush

Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created a world

styéﬁlWith the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace.

Qﬁ&* ékk But we've also run into hard times. Our economy has slowed

down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional

J@ pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that

: LAS)
ocur economy has fallen and it can't get up. .
5§r& il [ FF Gz Covey g2
1%” \ Well, that's just plain bunk. We=gY ;

ne-time -- and we'll do it the old-fashioned way: wWe'll usebpur

~—
\3@ commen sense, our work ethic, our determination, and we'llf@hrry

W es
R &% the entire world into the Next American Century. e
U% ¥ou don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.

\
\
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yﬁ%&ﬂv You just stick with the basics. I pProposed a common-sense action

rlan last week in my State of the Union address. It gets

}%:R‘ investment going, because you can't build new businesses without
i
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically

" have led us into recoveries -~ especially real-estate. It hacks

away obstacles to growth -- regulations, high taxes, nuisance
laweuits. Tt cuts the federal deficit by cutting spendiny. And
it builds on our strengths. It lete American workers and
businesses showithe world what they can do.

All over this country; families, businesses and even local
governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has changed.
The old ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's economic
dynamo, we've got to get leaner and tougher. We've got to change
with the times, and abandon old ways from the old days.

More to the peint, we've got to get Washington moving toward
the 2ist Century. To do that, I need your help. I've asked
Congress to enact some laws that will get our economy moving and
growing again —-- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. <Call itcg=Pay: The
day by which Congress needs to take a few simple steps to create
good American jobs == nov.

Here's what T want b % First, incentives to invest:
an amnended alternmative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment
tax ailowance.

Secogd, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate investors; penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-~time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that first home.
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Third, incentives to succeed: ggg_gng_ggg;ggl_ggigg_gg;.
This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a business, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key
economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax
long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing
economies let people collect their capital gains tax-free. TLet's
stop penalizing excellence. Cut the capital gains tax —- now.

Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. I'm counting on your help.

In the meantime, Ifve initiated some reforms that will get
the ecconomy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
Here's one you'll like: I've imposed a 90=-day freeze on federal
regulations that could hinder economic growth. During that
period, all departments and agencies will review regulations, old
and new -— to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up
those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that you have a werkshop

entitled: "The Requlators Are Back." No wonder: You can't get

through a day without having to worry about workplace safety

regulations, food safety regqulations, environmental regulations.

Now, no one objects to the stated aims of these regulations:

ealth and safety and respect for the environment are classic,

om-and-apple pie social values. But you know better than anyone

that when regulators carry regulation too far, there won't be

apple pie for Mom to buv.
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T ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: The spirit of
deregulation is back. I want you to be able to spend ycur time
worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this century is: Government K;_
micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic Q)
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.

Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government coercion and control over freedom and competition. /
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. When I hear the shrill Q}¥L\
sounds of "soak the rich" demagoguery -- when I hear politicians
demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion and control,

I wonder: Where have these people been for the past three years?

Let me make you a promise: If Congress sends me any new
legislation to make economic regulation more intrusive, more
burdensome, more unreasonable, I'll veto it. Here's an example:

The so=-called FDA enforcement bill. I'm sure those of you who Qﬁ&’/
sell your own private-label groceries aren't exactly thrilled by

the prospect of regulatory G-Men prowling around America's food
factories and piling on new record-keeping burdens. But that's

just what some in Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you in
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no uncertain terms: That bill, and coercive bills like it, are
big fat targets for my veto pen.

And if Congress sends unfunded mandates down to state and

local governments, I'll tell it to make a choice: Pay ro= the
i

mandates without raising taxes,

federal government spends too much mG

o gk

f

force state and local governments to accept new burdens. uﬁ 7

Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it wil

stop demagoging and do the right thing. Remember: March 20.

But we also need to look beyond the «Jj=Bay agenda. I iyl
proposed an eight-point long-term plan in my State of the Union Wkgﬁgég
address. I want to highlight three of those measures today.

First, let's open up and expand markets all over the world.

A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the world trading
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs and subsidies in

agriculture. And by tearing down economic barriers with Mexico
and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement will lift
us to new heights of prosperity.

Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health
care system. 1I've proposed a health insurance tax credit of up
to $3,750 for each low=income family. My plan also assures that
Americans will have access to basic health insurance even if they
change jobs or develop serious health problems. We can't improve

health care by jeopardizing the financial health of labor-

intensive businesses. That's why I'1Lgg22§£;§§9n=m¥-aame=beszui
| W.e %;\iiwm
A4S
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schemg{that mandates benefits an employer should pay.

Third, let's strengthen the family -~ the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's ease the burden of child~-rearing. The
personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. In 19248
(?), the perszonal exemption was set at $==-, In 1992 dollars,
that exemption would be worth $---. But over the yearsg, we've
only increased the exemption to $=---. I'm asking Congress

. immediately to increase the exemption for each child by $500. We
can afford this move in the right direction.

Took at my economic proposals and you will £ind simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new progranm. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. 1 want results. My plan is sound
and it will work.

If you hear pecple in Congresg¢ gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the ¢ulf War in 45
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
53 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wante te. It took the House of Representatives just one day to
shut down its bank and thereby stop its little problem with
check-bougcing.

So: Accept no excuses., Accept no delays. And accept no
subgstitutes.

With your help -- we'll get America moving aggin goon.

Thank you. May God bless you and the United States of America.

I A O T T O T T A R A A R N A
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL GROCERS ASSOCIATION

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

d} TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1992

\B ‘ [time] Q)‘

@) 2§&L [Acknowledgments, humor] UBVV\
wﬁy orL

warm reception the National Grocers Association gave me when I é;%avkw
\Ssgr,addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a N\

It's a pleasure to be with you. 1I'll always remember the

good education about your business then, and I remember it still.

Qic

Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985.

We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush

=3

Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created 'a world

Q}§;ﬁﬁ\with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace.
' But we've also run into hard times. Our economy has slowed
» down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional

pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that

=z

%

our economy has fallen and it can't get uP. [/rﬁ+1%ué awmigtqy
Well, that's just plain bunk. WeE¥Eﬁgét—up—and—fﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ‘irr
)$ﬂ(\ no—time -- and we'll do it the old-fashioned way: We'll use our
53® common sense, our work ethic, our determination, and we'll carry
the entire world into the Next American Century.
) You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.
}&yb You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action
plan last week in my State of the Union address. It gets

Q\ }Q:K investment going, because you can't build new businesses without

" WWha ¥
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recoveries -- especially real-estate. It hacks
away obstacles to growth -- regqulations, high taxes, nuisance
lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by cutting spendiné. And
it builds on our strengths. It lets American workers and
businesses show the world what they can do.

All over this country, families, businésses and even local
governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has chanqéd.
The old ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's economic
dynamo, we've got to get leaner and tougher. We've got to change
with the times, and abandon old ways from the old days.

More to the point, we've got to get Washington moving toward

the 21st Century. To do that, I need your help. I've asked

Congress to enact some laws that will get our economy moving and
growing again -- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. Call itcF=Bay: The
day by which Congress needs to take a few simple steps to create
good American jobs -- now.

Here's what I want bY’§3ﬂggS First, incentives to invest:
an amended alternative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment
tax allowance.

Seqond, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate investors; penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that first home.
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Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gains tax.

This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a business, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key
economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax
long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing
economies let people collect their capital gains tax-free. Let's
stop penalizing excellence. Cut the capital gainsltax -- now.

Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. I'm counting on your help.

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
Here's one you'll like: I've imposed a 90-day freeze on federal
regulations that could hinder economic growth. During that
period, all departments and agencies will review regulations, old
and new —-- to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up
those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that you have a workshop

entitled: "The Requlators Are Back." No wonder: You can't get

through a day without having to worry about workplace safety
regulations, food safety regulations, environmental regulations.

Now, no one objects to the stated aims of these regulations:

Health and safety and respect for the environment are classic,

Mom-and-apple pie social values. But you know better than anyone

that when regulators carry regulation too far, there won't be any

W N e
O

apple pie for Mom to buy.

W“ZW\
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ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: The spirit of

derequlation is back. I want you to be able to spend your time

worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this century is: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic QsK__
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.

Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government coercion and control over freedom and competition. B
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. When I hear the shrill Q)%L\
sounds of "soak the rich" demagoguery -- when I hear politicians

demand more taxes, regqgulations, government coercion and control,

I wonder: Where have these people been for the pést three years?

Let me make you a promise: If Congress sends me any new
legislation to make economic regulation more intrusive, more
burdensome, more unreasonable, I'll veto it. Here's an example:

The so-called FDA enforcement bill. I'm sure those of you who @5£//
sell your own private-label groceries aren't exactly thrilled by

the prospect of regulatory G-Men prowling around America's food
factories and piling on new record-keeping burdens. But that's

just what some in Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you in
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no uncertain terms: That bill, and coercive bills like it, are
big fat targets for my veto pen.
And if Congress sends unfunded mandates down to state and
local governments, I'll tell it to make a choice: Pay_fbf:iti_____—
mandates without raising taxes, @r get ready fOf—i—iEEE;//Qhe I Vﬁﬁ%
federal government spends too much moé as—it—iS. It<has-no- ZZ;;;24/

T+ o
— gb@@JH. force state and local governments to accept new burdens.

Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it wil

stop demagoging and do the right thing. Remember: March 20.

But we also need to look beyond the;gaaay agenda. et
proposed an eight-point long-term plan in my State of the Union ii;éjié%
address. I want to highlight three of those measures today.

First, let's open up and expand markets all over the world.

A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the world trading
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs and subsidies in
agriculture. And by tearing down economic barriers with Mexico

and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement will 1lift

us to new heights of prosperity.

Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health
care system. I've proposed a health insurance tax credit of up
to $3,750 for each low-income family. My plan also assures that
Americans will have access to basic health insurance even if they

change jobs or develop serious health problems. We can't improve

health care by jeopardizing the financial health of labor-
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scheme/ that mandates benefits an employer should pay.

Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
Ameriéan dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The
personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. In 1948
(?), the personal exemption was set at $---. 1In 1992 dollars,
that exemption would be worth $---. But over the years, we've
only increased the exemption to $----. I'm asking Congress

| immediately to increase the exemption for each child by $500. We
can afford this move in the right direction.

Look at my economic proposals and you will find simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work.

If you hear people in Congress gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 45
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
‘53 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it

wants to. It took the House of Representatives just one day to

shut down its bank and thereby stop its little problem with
check—bouhcing.

So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. And accept no
substitutes.

With your help -~ we'll get America moving again soon.
Thank you. May God bless you and the United States of America.

~@~@~@~@~@~@~@~e~e~@~e~@~e~@~e~e~e~@~@f@~@~gr@~@#e~@~@~@~@~@~e~e~@~@~@~@~@~@~@~@
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THE WHITE HOUSE .
WASHINGTON
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January 31, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST

TONY SNOW u//
FROM: : JOSEPH P. DUGGAN C}r
SUBJECT: t'NATIONAL GROCERS CONVENTION

I. SUMMARY

“on Tuesday, February 4, at 11:00 a.m., you will address
4,000 members of the Natlonal Grocers Association in
Orlando, ‘'Florida. The members are mostly famlly-owned
independent supermarket owners.

II. DISCUSSION “

The remarks (14 minutes, on teleprompter) repeat
highlights from the State of the Union.

Regarding the opening jokes: These are inside jokes
which all the conventioneers will get. The previous night's

banquet really is called the "Asparagus Club." Also, the
finals of the grocery bagging contest occur just after your
speech. The question refers to how check-out clerks:now ask
customers what kind of bags they want: "Paper or plastic?"



(Duggan/Simon)
January 31, 1992
Draft Five
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL GROCERS ASSOCIATION
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1992
11:00 a.m.

Thank you, Tom [Zaucha, NGA's president]. It's a great
Pleasure to be here. ((I originally had planned to be at your
dinner last night, but when I found out it was called the
"Asparagus Club Banquet,” \ I thought I better not take a
chance. That comes'dangerously close to being broccoli. \\\ ))

((You all know of my love for sports, and this being an
election year, my competitiveijuices are flowing more than ever.
So today, I'm making an announcemen} that many of you have been
expecting fér a long time. \ I'm officially declaring my entry
\\ into your "Best Bagger" contest. \\\\ Just one duestion:
paper or plastic? \\\')) . !

I'll always remember the warm-reception the NGA gave me when
I addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a
good education about your industry then, and I remember’it still.
A typical NGA member is a family-run business. \ Many of‘yoe

carry on legacies built through the vision and sacrifice of a

grandmother or grandfather, perhaps an immigrant to this country.
You work on the thinnest of profit margins. You challenge one
another with bFacing competition that benefits our consumers like
no others intéhe_world. And today as always, your success as

‘community grocers depends not just on the bottom line but on the

old-fashioned virtues of being a good neighbor. \\
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Since I met you last in 1985, the world has changed. \ We
won the Cold War. \ We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush
Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We've created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace. \

But we've also run into some hard times. Our economy has
slowed down, and we must get it fired up éggin. \ The
professioﬁalwpessimists tell us America has become weak and

disabled -- that our economy has fallen and it can't get up. \

Well, that's just plain bunk. \ Day by day and step by

step, welll get ourselves moving ~- and we'll do it as Americans
always have: We'll combine our common sense, our work ethic, and

our determination with pro-growth gglicies. With these, we'll
carry the entire world into the Next American Century. \\

You don'ﬁ have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.
You just stick with the basics. \ I proposed a common-sen$e
action plan last .week in my State of the Union address. it gets
investment going, because you can't build new businesses~and
create jobs without new investment. Tt strengthens the“
industries that historically have led us into recoveries --
especially real-estate.

It hacks away obstacles to growth -- burdensome regulations,
high taxes, nuisance lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by
holding back spending. You and I know that government is far too .
big and spends too much. \\ How free are we, really, when the

federal government gobbles up 25 percent of our GNP? \ I'm

demanding that Congress get serious about this. \ I've-listed
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246 wasteful programs that I want cut this year -- and I want the

line-item veto so I can enforce real spending discipline. \\

We've got to get Washington back to common sense. \ To do
that, I need xoﬁr help -- and I know you can deliVér. You kﬁow
your neighbors, and they know you. \\ I've asked Congress to

enact some laws that will create jobs by getting our economy

growing again--- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. \\ I have. \\ Remember
this deadline;' Congress needs to take a few simple steps to
create good American jobs == now, \\

Here's what I want by the deadline: \ ziggg,‘incenfives to
make productive investments: These involve a 15-pércent
investment ééx allowance; needed changes to the alternative
minimum tax; and a permanent research and developmen% tax credit.
These will encourage business to invest in équipment'and become
more productive. |

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A éhange‘in
bassive-loss rules fpr-active reai-estate developers:; pé;alty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time hémebuyers; and a

"

$5,000 tax credit for the purchase of that first home.

Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the cagiﬁal gains tax.
This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a busine§s; or a farm. None of our key economic
competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's effective rate
comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax long-term capital

gains at all. Let's stop penalizing savings and investment.



Let's stop punishing excellence. Lower capital gains taxes mean
more investment -- and more investment méans more jobs. So let's
cut the capital gains tax -- now. \\

Three meésures, three pieces of commbn sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. \ I'm counting on your help. \\

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving ~- without having to wait for Congress to act.
I've ipposed a 90-day ffeezé on federal regulations that could
hinder economic growth. During that period, all departments and
agencies Qillwreview regulationsbwold and new -- to stop the ones
that will hurt growth and speed up those that will help growth.

I see from your convention sch%dule that you have a workshop
entitled: "fhe Requlators Are Back." \ No wonder: You can't
get through a day without having to worry about what some
regulator is going to do to you through some thoughtless *
-regulation. Regulations may have stated aims as wholesome as Mom
and apple pie. \ But you know better than anyone that when
regulators carry reqgulation too far, there won't be any Bpple pie
for Mom to buy. \\ |

I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: We have not lost the
spirit of deregulation. \\ I want you to be able to spend your
time working on what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you. I'm also
fighting hard against this epidemic of lawsuits. If we were as

.good at rewarding success as we are at suing each other, we'd be
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a century ahead of the rest of the world. America's love affair
with the lawsuit must stop. \\

The greatest lesson of our times is this: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. \ After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
Now, Russianslwant to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves. \\

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government cggfcion and control-yver freedom and competition.
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. \\ When I hear the
shrill sounds of "soak the rich":deyaqoguery ~- when I hear
politicians demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion
and control, I wonder: Where have these people been? \\

Isn't it ironic -- at the exact moment the worldvis tarning
to our values of more economic freedom and competition -- some in
Congress want to go the opposite way. Here's an example~of the
trouble brewing in Congress: the so-called FDA enforceﬁent bill.
I'm sure those of you who sell your own private-label groceries
‘aren't exactly thrilled by the prospect of more legal and ‘
accounting and paperwork burdens. But that's just what some in
Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you in no uncertain
terms: The time for this type of over-regulation is ogver. \\\

And from now on, if Congress passes a mandate for state and

local governments, it shouldn't pass the buck. Congress should
pay for the mandates it imposes, without heaping on new taxes. \\
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Again, Congress can help ge£ the economy moving if it will
just do the right thing. Congresswoman Schroeder of Colorado
said last week that maybe Congress should just pass my plan "as
it is, and put it on [my] desk." And I agree exactly. If ahyone
thinks my program is coﬁtroversial, let me take the heat. I _know

my program will get the economy moving égain.

March 20.is not a moment too soon to enact my short-term
program. But we also need to look to longer horizons. I
proposed a 1ong-tefm plan in my State of the Unioh address. Let
me give you some highlights: - :

"First, let's create more American jobs by opening up and
expanding markets all over the worl?. A new GATT agreement will
make the wo£ld trading system come to grips with the damaging
tariffs and export subsidies in agriculture. And bf tearing down
economic barriers with Mexico and Canada, a new North American
. Free Trade Agreement can lift us to new heighté.of prosperity.

Second, let free choice and free markets reforﬁ our~health
care system. This week I'll ask for a new credit to heip those
without health insurance to buy such coverage. My plan will
assure that American workers will have acceéss to basic heélth
insurance even if-they change jobs or develop serious health
problems. We can't improve health care by threatening the health
of job-intensive businesses. The last thing we want is for

companies to cut health costs by cutting workers. I'm

wholeheartedly opposed -- as I know you are -- to schemes that

costs jobs by mandating benefits an employer must pay.
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Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The

personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. I'm
asking Congress immediately to increase the exemption for eaéh
child by $500. 1It's a significant move in the right direction -
- and for.our kids' sake, we mustn't do less. \\

Look at my economic proposals and you will find simple,
plain_§olutions to our problems. Some may comp;ain that they
lack the flash of én expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending‘for spending's éakeQ'\'xI want results. \ My plan is
sound and it will work. \\ |

If you hear people in cbngress;gfipe‘that'they can't get the
job done bynMarch 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 44
‘g_xg. \ Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestlc program in

52 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it

wants to. So: Aceept no excuses. Accept no delays. And accept

no substitutes. \\

*

Please don't leave this message behind when you leave this

convention hall. Take it home to your families. \\ Take it home
0 your customers =-- to your neighbors. \\ From February 8 t111

February 17, your* congressmen will be home for the President's

Day recess. That's a great time for you to go to their hometown

offices and tell them to meet the deadline and pass my plan. \\
With effort like this, I know we'll get their attention -- \
and we'll get America moving again. \\\\ Thank you. May God

bless you and the United States of America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 31, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: . DAVID DEMAREST

TONY SNOW 73

JOSEPH P. DUGGAN‘C}Y

FROM:
SUBJECT: " NATIONAL GROCERS CONVENTION
I. SUMMARY

II.

'On Tuesday, February 4, -at 11:00 a.m., you will address
4,000 menbers of the National Grocers Association in
Orlando, Florida. The members are mostly family-owned
independent supermarket owners.

DISCUSSION | ‘

The remarks (14 minutes, on feleprompter) repeat
highlights from the State of the Union.

Regarding the opening jokes: These are inside jokes

which all the conventioneers will get. .The previous night's
banquet really is called the "Asparagus Club." Also, the
finals of the grocery bagging contest occur just after your
speech. The question refers to how check-out clerks- now ask
customers what kind of bags they want: "Paper or plastic?"

v
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL GROCERS ASSOCIATION
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1992
11:00 a.m.

Thank you, Tom [Zaucha, NGA's president]. It's a great
pPleasure to be here. ((I originally had plaﬁned to be at your
dinner last night, but when I found out it was called the
"Asparagus Club Banquet," \ I thought I better not take a
chance. That comes'dangerously close to being broccoli. \\\ ))

((You all know of my love f9r sports, and this being an

election year, my competitive juices are flowing more than ever.

So today, I'm‘making an announcement that many of you have been -

expecting fér a long time. \ I'm officially declaring my entry
\\ into your "Best Bagger" contest. \\\\ Just one duestion:
aper or plastic? \\\ )) ¢

I'll always remember the warm reception the NGA gave me when
I addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a
good education about your industry then, and 1 remember’it still.
A typical NGA member is a family-run business. \ Many of you
' carry on legacies built through the vision and sacrifice of ;
- grandmother or grandfather, perhaps an immigrant to this country.

You work on the thinnest of profit margins. You challenge one

another with bracing competition that benefits our consumers like

no others in the world. And today as always, your success as

community grocers depends not just on the bottom line but on the

old-fashioned virtues of being a good_neighbor. \\
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Since I met you last in 1985, the world has changed. \ We
won the Cold War. \ We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush
Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We've created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace. \

But we've also run into some hard times. oOur econony has
slowed down, and we must get it fired up again. \ The
professioﬁalupessimists tell us America has become weak and

disabled -- that our economy has fallen and it ‘can't get up. \

Well, that's just plain bunk. \ Day by day and step by
step, weill get ourselvés moving ~- and we'll do it as Americans

always have: We'll combine our common sense, our work ethic, and

our determination with pro-growth gglicies. With these, we'll
carry the entire world into the Next American Century. \\

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.
You just stick with the basics. \ I proposed a common-sen&e
action plan last week in my State of the Union éddress. It gets
investment going, because you can't build new businesses~and
create jobs without new investment. It strengthens the“
industries that historically have led us into recoveries --
especially real-estate.

It hacks away obstacles to growth -- burdensome regulations,
high taxes, nuisance lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by
holding back spending. You and I know that government is far too
big and spends too much. \\ How free are we, really, when the

federal government gobbles up 25 percent of our GNP? \ I'm

demanding that Congress get serious about this. \ I've listed
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246 wasteful programs that I waht cut this year -- and I want the
line-item veto so I can enforce real spending discipline. \\

We've'got to get Washington back to common sense. \ To do

.that, I need your help -- and I know you can deliver. You kﬁoﬁ
your neighbors, and they know you. \\ I've asked.Congress to

enact some laws that will create jobs by getting our economy
growing again—-- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
circle?that Ffiday on your calendar. \\ I have. \\ Remember Udvkﬁ
this deadline. Congresé needs to take a few simple steps to \QC(\gﬂ“

create good American jobs == how, \\ . - gﬁkﬁﬁﬁl

Here's what I want by the deadline:. \ First, incentives to

make prodﬁctive investmepts: These involve a l5-percent
investment ééx allowance; needed changes to the élternative
minimum tax; and a permaneht reseafch and'déVelopmen% tax credit.
These will encourage business to invest in equipment and become
more productive.

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A dhange'in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate developers; pé;alty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyefs, and a
$5,000 tax credit for the purchase of that first home.

Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gains tax.
This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a busine§s, or a farm. None of our key economic
competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's effective rate

comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax long-term capital

gains at all. Let's stop penalizing savings and investment.
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Let's stop punishing excellence. Lower capital gains taxes mean
more investment -- and more investment means more jobs. So let's
cut the capital gains tax =-- now. \\

Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. \ I'm counting on your help. \\

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
I've ipposed a 90-day freeze on federal regulations that could
hinder economic growth. During that period, all departments and
agencies Willzreview regulationsbwold and new -- to stop the ones
that will hurt growth and speed up those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schgdule that you have a workshop
entitled: "The Requlators_ Are Back." \ No wonder: You can't
get through a day without having to worry about what some
regulator is going to do to you through some thoughtless
regulation. Regulations may have stated aims as wholesome as Mom
and apple pie. \ But you know better than anyone that when
regulators carry regulation too far, there won't be any %ggle pie
for Mom to buy. \\

I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: We have not lost the
spirit of deregqulation. \\ I want you to be able to spend your
time working on what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you. I'm also

fighting hard against this epidemic of lawsuits. If we were as

good at rewarding success as we are at suing each other, we'd be
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a century ahead of the rest of the world. America's love affair
with the lawsuit must stop. \\

| The greatest lesson of our times is this: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. \ After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
Now, Russiansiwant to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves. \\

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government cqprcion and control-Pver freedom and competition.
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. \ When I hear the
shrill sounds of "soak the rich" deyagoguery -- when I hear
politicians“demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion
and control, I wonder: Where have these people been? \\

Isn't it ironic -- at the exact moment the world is turning
to our values of more economic freedom and competition -- some in
Congress want to go the opposite way. Here's an example~of the
trouble brewing in Congress: the so-called FDA enforcement bill.
I'm sure those of you who sell your own private-label groceries
aren't exactly thrilled by the prospect of more legal and l
accounting and paperwork burdens. But that's just what some in
Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you in no uncertain
terﬁs: The time for this type of over-regulation is over. \\\

And frommnow on, if Congress passes a mandate for state and

local governments, it shouldn't pass the buck. Congress should

pay for the mandates it imposes, without heaping on new taxes. \\
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Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it will
jusﬁ do the right thing. Ccongresswoman Schroeder of Colorado
said last week that maybe Congress should just pass my plan "as
it is, and put it on [my] desk." Aand I agree exactly. If anyone

thinks my program is controversial, let me take the heat. I know

my program will get the economy moving again.ﬂ
| March 20 _is not e moment too soon to enact my short-term
programn. But we also need to look to longer horizons. I
proposed a long-tefm plan in my Stafe of the Unieh address. Let
me give you epme highlights}" -
First, let's create more American Jobs by openlng up and
expanding markets all over the world. A new GATT agreement w1ll
make the world tradlng system come to grips with the damaging
tariffs and export SubEidies in agriculture. And bi tearing down
economic barriers with Mexico and Canade, a new North American
Free Trade Agreement can lift us to new heights of prosperity.
Second, let free choice and free markets reform our- ‘health
care system. This week I'll ask for 2 new credit to help those
without health insurance to buy such coverage. My plan w111
assure that American workers will have access to basic health
insurance even if-~they change jobs or develop serious health .
problens. We cah't improve health care by threatening the health
of job-intensive bu51nesses. The last thing we want is for

companies to cut health costs by cutting workers. I'm .

wholeheartedly opposed -- as I know You are =-- to schemes that

' costs jobs by mandating benefits an employer must pay.
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Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The
personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. I'm
asking Congress immediately to increase the exemption for ea&h
child by $500. 1It's a significant move in the right direction -
= and for‘our kids' sake, we mustn't do less. \\

Look at my economic proposals and you will -find simple,
plain_;olutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking

spending for spending's sake. \ ,'I want results. \ My plan is

sound and it will work. \\

If you hear people in Conéress”gripe that they can't get the
job done by:March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 44
days. \ Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestié program in
52 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to. So: Aceept no excuses. Accept no_delays. And accept

no substitutes. \\

1

Please don't leave this message behind when you leave this

convention hall. Take it home to vour families. \\ Take it home

to your customers -- to vour neighbors. \\ From February 8 till

February 17, your“congressmen will be home for the President's

Day recess. That's a great time for you to go to their hometown

offices and tell them to meet the deadline and pass my plan. \\

With effort like this, I know we'll get their attention —- \
and we'll get America moving again. \\\\ Thank you. May God

bless you and the United States of America.






OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT M vf%f

WASHINGTON

February 3, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW
JOSEPH P. DUGGAN
raax
FROM: JOHN HOWAR
OFFICE OF E VICE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: National Grocers Convention

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the President's
address to the National Grocers Association scheduled for
February 4. As the Administration will introduce the "Access to
Justice Act of 1992" on that date, we are supplying some
additional information regarding that initiative for your
consideration.

Insert on page 4:

I'm also fighting hard against this epidemic of
lawsuits. Our courts are overburdened with needless
litigation. The costs and delays in our legal system
are a hidden tax -- a lawyer's tax --on every good and
service in America. If we were as good at rewarding
success as we are at suing each other, we'd be way
ahead of the rest of the world.

That is why I am today transmitting to Congress the

"Access to Justice Act of 1992." The Act will give

Americans cheaper and easier alternatives to trial. It
( will also discourage needless litigation by making

;*;" changes in the ways some attorneys' fees are awarded.

The bottom line is this: Americans need an increase in

justice, not an increase in legal fees.

Please let me know if you would like any additional information.

cc: Bill Kristol



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON hZ
J

January 31, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST

TONY SNOW ﬁ//
FROM: JOSEPH P. DUGGAN Qr
SUBJECT: NATIQyALAGROCERS CONVENTION
I. SUMMARY

II.

On Tuesday, February 4, at 11:00 a. m., you will address

24000 members of sthe National Grocers Association in

-« lando, “Florida. The members are mostly family-owned
1ndependent supermarket owners.

DISCUSSION

The remarks (14. mlnutes, on teleprompter) repeat
hlghllghts from the State of the Union.

Regardlng the" openlng jokes: These are inside jokes

which all the conventioneers will get. The previous night's
banquet really is called the "Asparagus Club." Also, the
finals of the grocery bagging contest occur just after your
speech. The question refers to how check-out clerks now ask
customers what kind of bags they want: "Paper or plastic?"

Fhotocopy-GB Handwriting



(Duggan/Simon)
January 31, 1992
. _ Draft Five
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS A :  NATIONAL GROCERS ASSOCIATION
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1992
"11:00 a.nm.

Thank you, Tom [Zaucha, NGA's president]. It's a great
pleasure to be here. ((I originally had planned to be at your |
dinner last night, but when I found out it was.called the
"Asparagus Club Banquet," \ I thought I better not take a
chance. That comes dangerously close to béing broccoli. \\\ ))

((You all knqw'of my love for sports, aﬂh this being an
electién year, my competitive juices are flowing more than ever.
So today, I'm making an announcement that many of you have beeﬂ
expecting for a long time. \ Iﬂm:officially declaring my entry
\\ into YOur."Best Bégger" contést. \\\\ 'Just,dne question:
paper or plastic? \\\ )5 | N

I'll always remember the warm reception the NGA gave me when
I addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a
good education about your industry then, and I remember it still.
A typical NGA member is a family-run business. \ Many of you
carry on legacies built through the vision and sacrifice of a
grandmother or grandfather, perhaps an immigrant to this country.
You work on the thinnest of profit margins. You challenge one
another with bracing competition that benefits our consumers like
no others in the world. And today as always, your success as

community grocers depends not just on the bottom line but on the

old-fashioned virtues of being a good neighbor. \\
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_8ince I met you last in 1985, the world has changed. \ We
- won _the Cold War. \ We led a cealition in the Gulf to crush;

Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We've created a world
with the -prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace. \

But we've also run into some hard times. Our economy has
slowed down, and we must get it fired up again. \ The
professional pessimists tell us America has become weak and

disabled -- that our economy has fallen and it can't get up. \

Well, that's'just plain bunk. \ Day by day and step by
step, we'll get ourselves moving =- and we'li do it as Americans

always have: We'll combine our common sense, our work ethic, and

our determlnatlon with pro-growth pollcles. With these, we'll"

carry the entlre world into the. Next American Centu;x \\

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.

You just stlck with the ba51cs\ \ I proposed a common-sense
“/action plan last wgek in my State of the Union address. It gets
investment going, because you can't build new businesses and
create jobs without new investment. It strengthens the
industries that historically have led us into recoveries —-
especially real-estate.

It hacks away obstacles to growth -- burdensome regulations,
high taxes, nuisance lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by
holding back spending. You and I know that government is far too
big and spends too much. \\ How free are we, really, when the

federal government gobbles up 25 percent of our GNP? \ I'm

demanding that Congress get serious about this. \ I've listed
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246 wasteful programs that I want cut this year -- and I_want the
-line-item veto so IAcan enforce reai.speﬁding discipline. \\
We've got to get Washington back to common sense. \ To do
that, I need your help -- and I know you can deliver. You know
your neighbors, aﬁd-theg know you. \\ I've asked Congress to

enact some laws that will create jobs by getting our economy

- growing again -- and I've giveﬁfeeagfess a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. \\ I have. \\ Remember
this deadline. cdngress needs to take a few simple steps to

: create good American jobs -- now. \\ :

Hére}s what I want by the deadline: \ First, incentives to
make productive investments: These involve a 15-percent *
investment tax allowance:; needed-éhanges to the alternative
minimum tax; and a permanent research and development tax credit.
These will encourage business to invest in equipment and become
more productive. ...

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate developers; penalty-

' free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the purchase of that first home.

Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gains tax.

This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a business, or a farm. None of our key economic
competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's effective rate
comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax long-term capital

gains at all. Let's stop penalizing savings and investment.
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Let's stop punishing excellence. Lower capital gains taxes mean
mare investment -- and more investment means moré-jobs. So let's
cut the capital gains tax -- now. \\

Three measures, three-pieces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. \ I'm éounting on_your help. \\

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will 'get
the economy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
I've imposed a 90-day freeze on federal regulatibns that could
‘hinder economic growth. During that period; all departments and
agencies will review regulations, old and newi-- to stop the ones
that will hurt growth and speed up those that will help g;owth;
. I éee from your convention schedule that you have a ﬁorkshop
entitled: "The Requlators Are Back." \ No wonder: You can't
get through a day without havinq'fo worry about what éome
regulator is going to do to you through some thoughtless
regulation. Regulqgions may have stated aims as_wholesome as Mom

and apple pie. \ But you know better than anyone that when

regulators carry regulation too far, there won't be any apple pie
for Mom to buy. \\

I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: We have not lost the
spirit of derequlation. \\ I want you to be able to spend your
time working on what you can do for youf customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you. I'm also
fighting hard against this epidemic of lawsuits. If we were as

good at rewarding success as we are at suing each other, we'd be
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-a century ahead of the‘;;;E~5f‘Ene~wo:ld*‘_America's-love affair

with thé-lawéuit'must stop. \\
The greatest lesson of our times is this: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. \ After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders_in Moscow finally recognize that total
~ government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
Now, Russians want to try something diffe;ent -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves. \\

I find it a bitter irony that some in.Congress still favor 4;
government coercion and control over freedom and competition. \ﬁ)j\
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. \ When I hear the ‘3{ﬂ3‘¢§§¢
shrill séunds of Wsoak the rich" demagoguery -- when I hear : MA

politicians demand-more taxes, regulations, government coercion fQ

and control, I wonder: Where hgve these people been? \\
Isn't it ironic -- at the exact moment the world is tu

to our values of more economic freedom and competition --

Congress want to go the opposite way. Here's an example of the

trouble brewing in Congress: the so-called FDA enfordement bill.

accounting and paperwork burdens. But that!
Congress want'to do. Well, let me tell yo
terms: The time for this type of over-
And from now on, if Congress passes a mandate for state and
local governments, it shouldn't pass the buck. Congress should

pay for the mandates it imposes, without heaping on new taxes. \\



6

Agaln, Congress can help get the economy moving if it w1ll
just do the right thlng.' Congresswoman Schroeder of Colorado
said last week that maybe Congress should just pass my plan "as ’)
it is, and put it on (my] desk." And I agree exactly. If anyone \
thinks my program is controversial, let me take the heaf. I know
" my program will get the .economy moving again.

March 20 is not a moment too soon to enact my short-term
program. But we also need to look to longer horizons. I
proposed a long-term plan in my State of tne Union address. Let
me give you some highlights: J

First, ;et's create. more American jobs by opening up and
expanding markets all over the world. A new GATT agreement wiii'
make the world trading system cqme to grlps w1th the damaging

tariffs and export sub51d1es in agrlculture. And by tearlng down

/ﬁdAdL_ warle wo

Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health

econonic barrlers with Mex1co and Canada, a- new North Amerlcan ,Q1~pkk”f(
Free Trade Agreement can lift us to new heights of prosperitv.
wmtwle abont Ao /}3:%;;5C: Fkab~-71ﬂaﬁﬁ“—'”AL‘uy

care system. This week I'll ask for a new credit to help those/;:::::uh
without health insurance to buy such coverage. My plan will

i . auML ] ”““‘”f‘?“t ) \J 6h
assure thas’ American workersaw1ll have access to basic health
insurance even if they change jobs or develop serious health
problems. We can't imprbve health care by threatening'the health
of job-intensive businesses. The last thing we want is for

companies to cut health costs by cutting workers. I'm

wholeheartedly opposed -- as I know you are -- to schemes that

costs jobs by mandating benefits an employer must pay.



7

Third, letfé étrenéthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's éase the burden of child-rearing. The
personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. I'm
asking Congress immediately to increase the exemption for each
child by $500. It's a significant move in the right direction -
- and for our kids' sake, we mustn't do less. \\

Look at my economic proposals: and you will find simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking

spending for spending's sake. \ :I want results. \ My plan is

sound and it will work. \\

If you hear people in‘cOngréss gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them£ We won the Gulf War in 44
days. \ Surély Congress can pags my urgent domestic program in
52 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to. So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. And accept
no_substitutes. \\

Please don't leave this message behind when you leave this

convention hall. Take it home to your families. \\ Take it home

to your customers -- to your neighbors. \\ From February 8 till
February 17, your congressmen will be home for the President's

Day recess. That's a great time for you to go to their hometown

offices and tell them to meet the deadline and pass ny plan. \\
With effort like this, I know we'll get their attention —- \
and we'll get America moving again. \\\\ Thank you. May God

bless you and the United States of America.



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON

February 3, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW
JOSEPH P. DUGGAN

FROM: JOHN HOWAR
OFFICE OF E VICE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: National Grocers Convention

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the President's
address to the National Grocers Association scheduled for ~
February 4. As the Administration will introduce the "“Access to
Justice Act of 1992" on that date, we are supplying some
additional information regarding that initiative for your
consideration.

Insert on page 4:

I'm also fighting hard against this epidemic of
lawsuits. Our courts are overburdened with needless
litigation. The costs and delays in our legal system
are a hidden tax -- a lawyer's tax --on every good and
service in America. If we were as good at rewarding
success as we are at suing each other, we'd be way
ahead of the rest of the world.

That is why I am today transmitting to Congress the
"Access to Justice Act of 1992." The Act will give
Americans cheaper and easier alternatives to trial. It
will also discourage needless litigation by making
changes in the ways some attorneys' fees are awarded.
The bottom line is this: Americans need an increase in
justice, not an increase in legal fees.

Please let me know if you would like any additional information.

cc: Bill Kristol
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

JAN 31 jog2

NOTICE:

Enclosed are comments from staff members of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). Such comments do not necessarily
represent the official position of the Director of OMB or of the
Ooffice of Management and Budget. If you wish to have the
Direcéor' s personal comments, please let me know -- and contact

me if you have any questions.

If our proposed substantive changes are t made, please let

us know before the material is prepared in £inal.

Jam . T

Associate Director for
Legislative Reference
.and Administration
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL GROCERS ASSOCIATION
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1992
[time]
[Acknowledgments, humor]
It's a pleasure to be with you. 1I'll always remember the
warm reception the National Grocers Association gave me when I
addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a

good education about your business then, and I remembur it cciil.

Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985.

We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush

5

Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace.

But we've also run into hard times. Our economy has slowed
down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional
pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that
our economy has fallen and it can't get up.

Well, that's just plain bunk. i in

— ﬁdz\WQJQ X

\\zfg—~\{§gggime,:;‘aad\ﬁL'll do it the old-fashioned way: We'll use our
——

common sense, our work ethic, our determination, and we'll carry
the entire world into the Next American Century.
You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.

You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action

plan last week in my State of the Union address. ge i
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recoveries -- especially real-estate.\/ It hacks
away obstacles to growth -- regulations, h1 h taxes, nuisance
lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by ; spending. And v/&w¢gk
it builds on our strengths. It lets American workers and *y%%%
businesses show the world what they can do.

All over this country, families, businesses and even local

governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has changed.

The old ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's economic

the 21st Century. To do that, I need your help. I've asked
Congress to enact some laws that will get our economy moving and
growing again -- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.

Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. Call it J-Day: The
day by which Congress needs to take a few simple steps to create

good American jobs -- now.

Here's what I want by J-Day. First, incentives to invest:

an amended alternative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment

tax allowance. WN\ ?—W«’&\a‘uﬁmlé v inued i ‘va‘ “\W‘* "ty Lw(j)wl’ W

d

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change 1:1( UQHW
passive-loss rules for active real-estate investors; penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

+
$5,000 tax credit for the fixs+t purchase of that first home.
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Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gaine tax.
This tax hurts anyone who has mede a sensible investnent == in a
home, a bueiness, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key
economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doasn't tax
long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing
economies let people collect their capital gains tax-free. Let's
stop penalizing excellence. Cut the capital gains tax =~ now.

Three measures, three pleces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. I'm counting on your help. -

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving == without having éo wait for Congress to act.
Here's one yoﬁ'll 1ike: I've imposed a 90-day freeze on federal
regulatiohs that could hinder economic growth. During that
period, all departments and agencies will review regulations, old
and new ~= to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up
those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that you have a workshop

entitled: "Ihg_gggnln:g:z_&xg_nggk." No wonder: You can't get .
) . whet Sone. Aesyletar usydvﬁ/
4&M 'through a day without having to worry about un:kplaéi_sasoty
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I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: The spirit of
deregulation is back. I want you to be able to spend your time
worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this century is: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor / -

government coercion and control over freedom and competition.

It's as though we'd entered a time warp.\&EhEﬁ—I:EEEEEﬁtgfihfi_}
i -- en I hear politicians

demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion and control,

I wonder: Where have these people been for the past three years? qq
wL

Let—me—ma you—a—promise: ongress sends me any \& gﬁ*a
gislation to mar =leiejele)iis, =Ys ion—more—intrusi @Uﬁﬂx
@VWJ
2 ecasonable sto-it- an examplea

\ M Nw\bk \o‘{‘C.D\M ~ Coegle 55 -
The so-called FDA en orcement bill. I'm sure those of you who

"'

N\

sell your own private-label groceries aren't exactly thrilled by
\ the prospect of regulatory G-Men prowling around America's food

factories and piling on new record-keeping burdens. But that's

just what some in Congress want to do. WeiE7—iet:g§=féii—yoﬁ§iaﬁ\\27_\
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Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it will

stop demagoging and do the right thing. Remember: March 20.
But we also need to look beyond the J-Day agendé. I
proposed an eight-point long-term plan in my State of the Union

address. I want to highlight three of those measures today.
First, let's open up and expand markets all over the world.
A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the world trading
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs and subsidies in
agriculture. And by tearing down economic barriers with Mexico
and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement will 1lift
4 in/{ @W@DQ " W\\’\MI{% ]M
free markets reform our health /

- WA
a¢£;alth insurance tax credit of up Xﬂém(

us to new hei hts of prosperity.

Second, let free choice y
care system.
to $3,750 for each low-income family. My plan also assures that
Americans will have access to basic health insurance even if they
change jobs or develop serious health problems. We can't improve

health care by jeopardizing the financial health of labor-

intensive businesses. That's why I'll never sign my name to any
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scheme that mandates benefits an employer should pay R} o

Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the b

American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The

personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. 1In 1948

}?7//the personal exemptlon was set at $&wl In 1992 dollars, ﬁﬂﬁ“dﬂL
| —— 35 Shey
1S u 4%;{ that exemption would be worth $-:£. But over the years, we've \65%7

t\ $,;2 15D -7( .

a¥4 <€ In only increased the exemption to $----, I'm asking Congress

k«e oL
>,nb¢+ku immediately to increase the exemption for each child bf_EEBBT‘NWe\\\/A{
the 04”77can afford this move in the right direction. /LrS:;a{
would be feryrier
£ 3, JaS I Look at my economic proposals and you will find simple, 7‘2“90?

Rt tyent

rszg;o plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
1992 dollais.
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work.
If you hear people in Congress gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 45
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
53 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to. It took the House of Representatives just one day to
shut down its bank and thereby stop its little problem with

check-bouncing.

~
-

So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. Aﬁdxaccept no
substitutes. .
With your help -- we'll get America moving again soon.
Thank you. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # #



"[There's] a temptation to just report it [the President's
plan] as it is, put it on his desk, look at our clocks, and say,
'0K, the recovery clock is running. Let's let you have it your
way.!'"

Congresswoman Pat Schroeder
Fox Morning News
January 30, 1992



I know that this industry, in particular, is concerned
about the impact of regulations on the cost of goods and
services, for you are confronted daily with a myriad a
regulations dealing with issues from work place safety to
environmental protection. And even though the stated goals of
all these regulations are laudable, you know better than anyone
that when regulators go too far, the goals themselves can be
defeated.
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not just on the bottom line but -- crucially -- on the old-
fashioned virtues of being a good neighbor.

Since I met you last in 1985, the world has changed. We won
the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush Saddam
Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created a world with the
prospects of unprecedented'prosperity and peace.

But we've also run into some hard times. Our economy has
slowed down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional
pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that
our economy has fallen and it can't get up.

Well, that's just plain bunk. Day by day and step by step,
we'll get ourselves moving -- and we'll do it as Americans always
have: We'll combine our common sense, our work ethic, and our
determination with pro-growth policies. With these, we'll carry
the entire world into the Next American Century.

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.
You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action
plan last week in my State of the Union address. It gets
investment going, because you can't build new businesses without
new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recoveries -- especially real-estate.

It hacks away obstacles to growth -- burdénsome regulations,
high taxes, nuisance lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by
cutting spending.. You and I know that government is far too big
and spends too much. How free are we, really, when the federal

government gobbles up 25 percent of our GNP? I'm demanding that



Congress get serious about this. I've listed 246 wasteful
programs that I want cut this year -- and I _want the line-item
veto so I can enforce real spending discipline.

We've got to get Washington back to common sense. To do

that, I need your help -- and I know you can deliver. You know

your neighbors, and they know you.

I've asked Congress to enact some laws that will create jobs
by getting our economy growing again -- and I've given Congress a
deadline: March 20. Circle that Friday on your calendar. I
have. Remember this deadline by which Congress needs to take a
few simple steps to create good American jobs -- now.

Here's what I want by the deadline. First, incentives to

make productive investments: These involve a 15-percent
investment tax allowance; needed changes to the alternative
minimum tax; and a permanent research and development tax credit.

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate developers; penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a
$5,000 tax credit for the purchase of that first home.

Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gains tax.
This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a business, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key
economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax
long-term capital gains at all. Let's stop penalizing savings

and investment. Let's stop punishing excellence. Lower capital
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gains taxes mean more investment -- and more investment means
more jobs. So let's cut the capital gains tax -- now.

Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. I'm counting on your help.

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
I've imposed a 90-day freeze on federal regulations that could
hinder economic growth. During that period, all departments and
agencies will review regulations, o0ld and new -~ to stop the ones
that will hurt growth and speed up thoée that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that you have a workshop
entitled: "The Regqulators Are Back." No wonder: You can't get
through a day without having to worry about what some regulator
is going to do to you through some thoughtless regulation.
Regulations may have stated aims as wholesome as Mom and apple
pie. But you know better than anyone that when regulators carry
regulation too far, there won't be any apple pie for Mom to buy.

I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: We have not lost the
spirit of deregulation. I want you to be able to spend your time
working on what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this century is: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total

government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
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Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government coercion and control over freedom and competition.
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. When I hear the shrill
sounds of "soak the rich" demagoguery -- when I hear politicians
demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion and control,
I wonder: Where have these people been?

Let me make you a promise: If Congress sends me any new
legislation to make economic regulation more intrusive, more
burdensome, more unreasonable, I'll veto it. Here's an example:
The so-called FDA enforcement bill. I'm sure those of you who
sell your own private-label groceries aren't exactly thrilled by
the prospect of more legal and accounting and paperwork burdens.
But that's just what some in Congress want to do. Well, let me
tell you in no uncertain terms: That bill, and coercive bills
like it, are big fat targets for my veto pen.

And if Congress sends unfunded mandates down to state and
local governments, I'll tell them to make a choice: Pay for the
mandates without raising taxes, or get ready for a veto. The
federal government spends too much money as it is. It has no
right to force state and local governments to accept new burdens.

Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it will
stop demagoguing and do the right thing. Congresswoman Schroeder

of Colorado said last week that maybe the Congress should go
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ahead and pass my package by the March 20 deadline. That way the.
Eresideﬁzqfif &aﬁsﬂ:ﬁe}giigf‘_ 91,6M7n£ D) o P = \m~kwvh,la~
Let-me tell her: _I'd welcome that. I'd like nothing better nrif
-- because I know my program will get the economy moving again. t::j
March 20 is not a moment too soon to enact my short-term et
program. But we also need to look beyond the near term. I
proposed a long-term plan in my State of the Union address. Let
me give you some highlights:
First, let's create more American jobs by opening up and
expanding markets all over the world. A new GATT agreement will

make the world trading system come to grips with the damaging

tariffs and export subsidies in agriculture. And by tearing down

economic barriers with Mexico and Canada, a new North American

Free Trade Agreement can lift us to new heights of prosperity.

Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health
care system. This week I'll ask for a new credit to help those
without health insurance to buy such coverage. My plan also will
assure that American workers will have access to basic health
insurance even if they change jobs or develop serious health
problems. We can't improve health care by threatening the health
of job-intensive businesses. The last thing we want is for
companies to cut health costs by cutting workers. I'm
wholeheartedly opposed -- as I know you are -- to any scheme that
costs jobs by mandating benefits an employer should pay.

Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the

American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The
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personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. I'm
asking Congress immediately to increase the exemption for each
child by $500. We can afford this move in the right direction.

Look at my economic proposals and you will find simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work.

If you hear people in Congress gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 44
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic program in 52
days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to.

So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. And accept no
substitutes.

Please don't leave this message behind when you leave this
convention hall. Take it home to your families. Take it home to
your customers -- to your neighbors. From February xx to
February xx, your senators and congressmen will be home for the
President's Day recess. That's a great time for you to drop by
their hometown offices for a neighborly chat.

With effort like this, I know we'll get their attention --
and well get America moving again soon. Thank you. May God
bless you and the United States of America.

# # #



Ron Kaufman ;2123@382 Py 1§
Comments on Natl. Grocers Assn. speech:

What better place to talk about American economic recovery than
here? Grocers in every neighborhood are visited by locals who
discuss their concerns, their worries with them. As grocers, you
see, you listen, you understand -- every once in a while you
express your own opinion, and explain the world as it really is.
You know that small businesses will be the backbone of our
economic recovery.

p. 2, middle - "...To do that, I need your help -- and you can (J]4¥L/
deliver. i
p. 2 - J-Day is a bad idea. L L™

p. 3 - bottom, Continue last sentence: "...and she won't be ablel/

to afford what pie is left. Pt
p. 6 - "This government is far too big and spends too much." --,
incorporate this somewhere; it will work well here. Qe

A
Alos, pushing Congress to act: need strong language expressing |
the need for Congress to get the President's plan passed: Get to
work... B
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[Acknowledgments, humor]

It's a pleasure to be with you. 1I'll always remember the
warm receptiop the National Grocers Association gave me when I
addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a
good education about your business then, and I reﬁembur~it cciil.

Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985.
We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush
Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and éeace.

But we've also run into hard times. Our economy has slowed
down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional
pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled =-- that
our economy has fallen and it can't get up.

Well, that's just plain bunk. We'll get up and running in
no time =-- and we'll do it the old-fashioned way: We'll use our
common sense, our work ethic, oﬁr determination, and we'll carry
the entire world into the ﬁext American Century. '

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.
You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action
plan last week in my State of the Union address. It gets

investment going, because you can't build new businesses without
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recoveries -- especially real—estate, It hacks
away obstacles to growth -- regulatiops, high taxes, nuisance
lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by cutting spending. And
it builds on our strengths. It.lets American workers and
businesses show the world what they can do. .

All over this country, families, businesses and even local
governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has changed.
The old'ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's economic
dynamo, we've got to get leaner and tougher. We've got to change
with the times, and abandon old ways from the old days.

More to the point, we've got to get Washington moving toward
the 21st Century. To do that, I need your help. I've asked
Congress to enact some laws that will get our economy moving and
growing again -- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. Call it J-Day: The
day by which Congress needs to take a few simple steps to create
good American jobs -- now. |

Here's what I want by J-Day. First, incentives to invest:
an amended alternative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment
tax allowance.

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate investors; penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that first home.
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Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capijtal gains tax.
This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a business, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key
economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1‘percent; Germany doesn't tax

long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing

'economies let people collect their capital gains tax-free. Let's

stop penalizing excellence. Cut the capital gains tax -- now.

Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
congress should do by March 20. I'm counting on your help.

In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
Here's one you'll like: I've imposed a 90-day freeze on federal
regulations that could hinder economic growth. Duriﬁg that
period, all departments and agencies will review regulations, old
and new -- to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up
those that will help growth.

E\sgs\;rom your convention schedule that you have a workshop
el -

/iqgﬁfo¥’entitled: "The Requlators Are Back." ﬂzzfzgnder: You can't get

through a day without having to worry~about workplace safety

~ regulations, food sa ty regulaff::;; environmental regulations.

Now, no one objects to theé stated aims of these.regulations:

Health and safe%ﬁ/gna res;:;%\for the environment are classic,

Mom-and-apple pie social values. “But you know better than anyone

that when régulators carry regulation ‘tpoo far, there won't be any
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I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: The spirit of
derequlation is back. I want you fo be able to spend your time
worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some requlator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of thiélcentury is: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government coercion.and control over freedom and competition.
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. When I hear the shrill
sounds of "soak the rich" demagoguery ~- when I hear politicians
demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion and control,
I wonder: Where have these people been for the past three years?

Let me make you a promise: If Congress sends me any new
legislation to make economic regulation more intrusive, more
burdensome, more unreasonable, I'll veto it. Here's an example:
The so~-called FDA enforcement bill. I'm sure those of you who
sell your own private-label groceries aren't exactly thrilled by
the prospect of regulatory G-Men prowling around America;s food
factories and piling on new record-keeping burdens. But that's

just what some in Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you in
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no uncertain terms: That bill, and coercive bills like it, are
big fat targets for my veto pen.

And if Congress sends unfunded mandates down to state and
local governments, I'll tell it to make a choice: Pay for the
mandates without raising taxes, or get ready for a veto. The
fedéral gqvernment.spends too much.money as it ié. It has no
.right to force state and local governments to accept new burdens.

Again, Congress can help'get the economy moving if it will
stop demagoging and do the right thing. Remember: March 20.

ﬁut we also need to look beyond the J-Day agenda. I
proposed‘an eight-point.long-term plan in my State of the Union
address. I want to highlight three of those measures today.

First, let's open up and expand markets all over the world.
A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the world trading
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs and subsidies in
agriculture. And by tearing down economic barriers with Mexico
and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement will 1lift
us to new heights of prosperity.

Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health
care systen. i've proposed a health insurance tax credit of up
to $3,750 for each low-income family. My plan also assures that
Americans will have access to basic health insurancé'eveq if they
change jobs or develop serious health problems. We can't improve
health care by-jeopafdizing the financial health of labor-

intensive businesses. That's why I'll never sign my name to any

R
.
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scheme that mandates benefjts an employer should pay.
Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The
personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. In 1948

(?),'the personal exemption was set at $---. In 1992 dollars,

that exemption would be worth $---. But over the years, we've

only increased the exemption to $----. I'm asking Congress
immediately fo increase the exemption for each child by $500. We
can afford this move in the right direction.

Look at my economic proposals and you Qill find simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work. |

If you hear people in Congress gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 45
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
53 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to. It took the House of Representatives just one day to
shut down its bank and thereby stop its little problem with
check-bouncing.

So: Accepﬁ‘no excuses. Accept no delays. 'And'dccept no
substitutes.

With your help -- we'll get America moving again soon.

Thank you. May God bless you and the United States of America.
# # #
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[Acknowledgments, humor]
It's a pleasure to be with you. I'll always remember the
warm reception the National Grocers Association gave me when I

addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a

good education about your business then, aud I remembuer it zZcill.

Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985. /Hﬁfiﬁ$H
We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush :
Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created a world 'Tj;L
with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace. g:;e,lw

But we've also run into hard times. Our economy has slowed —
down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional
pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that

our economy has fallen and it can't get up.

Well, that's just plain bunk. We'll get up—arG—Punning-m
A/Y’{ftcﬂn
2%’b(/ Re=bdme -- and we'll do it the wid-fashiened way: We'll use our
- . A(,/Pp/gwﬁ)
common sense, our work ethic, our determination,rand we'll carry
the entire world into the Next American Century.
You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how.
You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action

plan last week in my State of the Union address. It gets

investment going, because you can't build new businesses without
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recoveries -- especially real-estate. It hacks
away obstacles to growth -- regulations, high taxes, nuisance
lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by cutting spending. And
it builds on our strengths. It lets American workers and
businesses show the world what they can do.

All over this country, families, businesses and even local
governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has changed.
The old ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's economic
dynamo, we've got to get leaner and tougher. We've got to change
with the times, and abandon old ways from the old days.

More to the point, we've got to get Washington moving toward
the 21st Century. To do that, I need your help. I've asked
Congress to enact some laws that will get our economy moving and
growing again -- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. Call itE}4ka& The
day by which Congress needs to take a few simple steps to create
good American jobs -- now.

Here's what I want byﬂi:ﬁajﬂ First, incentives to invest:
an amended alternative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment
tax allowance.

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate investors; penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that first home.
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Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gains tax.

This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a

home, a business, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key

economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's

effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax

long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing

economies let people collect their capital gains tax-free.

stop penalizing excellence. Cut the
Three measures, three pieces of
Congress should do by March 20. I'm
In the meantime, I've initiated
the economy moving -- without having

Here's one you'll like: I've imposed

capital gains tax -- now.
common sense; three things
counting on your help.

some reforms that will get

to wait for Congress to act.

a 90-day freeze on federal

regulations that could hinder economic growth. During that

period, all departments and agencies will review regulations, old

and new -- to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up

those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that you have a workshop

entitled: "The Requlators Are Back."

No wonder: You can't get

through a day without having to worry about workplace safety

regulatlons, food safety regulatlons, env1ronmenta1 regulatlons.

(' 2 /L ( SAr,

that when regulators carry regulation too far, there won't be any

apple pie for Mom to buy.

— Laﬂ(f L 200 & .i' L vfrt. r ~e

ent are cla531c,

Let's

-

*Mom—an&“\bg;e ple*jockai—values. ﬁut you know better than anyone
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I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice

president. And I'm here to assure you: The-spiFit of—

ggg§§21§fEE£££;;£;;§> I want you to be able to spend your time

worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this century is: Government
micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic
failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total
government regulation produces only one thing: total failure.
Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery
stores with groceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government coercion and control over freedom and competition.
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. When I hear the shrill
sounds of "soak the rich" demagoguery -- when I hear politicians
demand more taxes, regqgulations, government coercion and control,
I wonder: Where have these people been for the past three years?

Let me make you a promise: If Congress sends me any new
legislation to make economic regulation more intrusive, more
burdensome, more unreasonable, I'll veto it. Here's an example:
The so-called FDA enforcement bill. I'm sure those of you who
sell your own private-label groceries aren't exactly thrilled by
the prospect of regulatory G-Men prowling around America's food
factories and piling on new record-keeping burdens. But that's

just what some in Congress want to do. Well, let me tell you in
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no uncertain terms: That bill, and coercive bills like it, are
big fat targets for my veto pen.

And if Congress sends unfunded mandates down to state and
local governments, I'll tell it to make a choice: Pay for the
mandates without raising taxes, or get ready for a veto. The
federal government spends too much money as it is. It has no
right to force state and local governments to accept new burdens.

Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it will
stop demagoging and do the right thing. Remember: March 20.

But we also need to look beyond the[?-Dai]agenda. I
proposed an eight-point long-term plan in my State of the Union
address. I want to highlight three of those measures today.

First, let's open up and expand markets all over the world.
A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the world trading
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs and subsidies in
agriculture. And by tearing down economic barriers with Mexico

£én
and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement wil} 1lift

us to new heights of prosperity.— 7F — /( - 7[ —
:A?J, s L_M/. VA o —

(s 3

PO . e
Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health

care system. I've proposed a health insurance tax credit of up
to $3,750 for each low-income family. My plan also assures that “
Americans will have access to basic health insurance even if they
change jobs or develop serious health problems. We can't improve
health care by jeopardizing the financial health of labor-

intensive businesses. That's why I'll never sign my name to any
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séheme that mandates benefits an employer should pay.

Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The
personal tax exemption has not kept up with inflation. In 1948
(?), the personal exemption was set at $---. 1In 1992 dollars,
that exemption would be worth $---. But over the years, we've
only increased the exemption to $----. I'm asking Congress
immediately to increase the exemption forveach child by $500. We
can afford this move in the right direction.

Look at my economic proposals and you will find simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work.

If you hear people in Congress gripe that they can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 45
days. Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
53 days. Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it
wants to. It took the House of Representatives just oné day to
shut down its bank and thereby stop its little problem with
check-bouncing.

So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. And accept no

substitutes.

With your help -- we'll get America moving again soon.

Thank you. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # #
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Thank you Tom [Zaucha]. It's a great pleasure to be here

today. ((I had originally planned to be at your dinner last
ight, but when I found out it was called the "Asparagus Club
Banquet," \ I thought I better not take a chance. That comes
dangerously close to being broccoli. \\\))

((You all know of my love for sports, and this being an
election year, my competitive juices are flowing more than ever.
So today, I'm making an announcement that many of you have been
expecting for a long time. \ I'm officially declaring my entry

\\ into your "Best Bagger" contest. \\\\\ Just one question:

paper or plastic? \\\))
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It's a pleasure to be with you. 1I'll always remember the
warm reception the National Grocers Association gave me when I
addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a
good education about your business then, aund I reﬁembur-it seiil.

Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985.

We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush
[

N Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwait. We have created a world
N :
with the prospects of precedented prosperity and peace.
Vﬂ ‘ (Teeasury)
v : But we've also n to hard times. Our economy has slowed
N

down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional
54

pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that

( Beact)
Well, that's just plain bunk. We'll get Up and running -4n-

our economy has fallen and it can't get up.

(

—no-timé -- and we'll do it the old-fashioned way: We'll use our
common sense, our work ethic, our determination, and we'll carry
the entire world into the Next American Century.

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand how. 0

e
You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action
[3ebs by

plan last week in my State of the Union address. It ‘ 3¢:Hir5 (0(4)

investment going, because you can't build new businesses without
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recovg;ies>-- especially real-estate. It hacks

reas / burdensom g
away obstacles to growth --Aregul ions, hig ta&es, nuisance
lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by cutting spending. And
it builds on our strengths. It lets American workers and
businesses show the world what they can do.

All over this country, families, businesses and even local
governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has changed.
The old ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's economic
dynamo, we've got to get leaner and tougher. We've got to change
with the times, and abandon old ways from the old days.

More to the point, we've got to get Washington moving towar S

and yow can dehv (aufman)
the 21st Century. To do that, I need your help\ 1I've asked

obs by gefting (0CAY | L
Congress to enact some laws that will g;:sgur eé%gomy”%ov1ng éﬁé/iq

growing again -- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20

Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. Call iﬁ%U- The

day by which Congress needs to take a few simple steps to create

good American jobs -- now. A -
Make prod ch'}’e)
Here's what I want biﬁéfbayl First, incentives to,invest 5%
needed changes 4o-the ’
an_amended4lternative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment

tax allowance’ and 2 pmmh"' research and development Yoy CcredH.,

Second, incentives to build and buy real-estate: A_§hange in
H-developars  (0CAY v
passive-loss rules for active real-estate Jdnvestersy penalty£///bq
free withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that first home.

* J-doy s A bad idca - KauSman
> Tiportart:  big diklerence 7 rot available +o “investns"
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/ e telpped @fm,, 3
A Third, incentives to succeed: Cut the capital gains tax.

This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a

g
AN

0

é%oé?zb14<nawn4

(SteveWert )
o2
“Fnole. Loy,

i\‘,

—

\\home, a business, a farm, even a pension planf’~§6ne of our key

7@

economic competitors taxes gains at high rates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax
long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing
‘economies let ?eople collect their capital gains tax-free. Let's
"% < and investment,
stop p a1121ng exégalaaae4> Cut the capital gains tax =-- now.
Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
Congress should do by March 20. I'm counting on your help.
In the meantime, I've initiated some reforms that will get
the economy moving -- without having to wait for Congress to act.
Ncg (Q;:re*s-one~yeu¢ll-lika;r;1ve imposed a 90-day freeze on federal
regulations that could hinder economic growth. During that
period, all departments and agencies will review regulations, old
and new -- to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up

those that will help growth.

V//(L//I see from your convention schedule that you have a workshop b//////
eh

titled: "The Requlators Are Back." No wonder: You can't get COCA)

%) APN: ga,r
= » ]

through a day without having to worry abg

Now, no one objects to the stated aims of these. regulations.
(OLR) E! of+en represent )

Mom-and-apple pie social values. But you know better than anyone

that when regulators carry regulation to?/jar, there won't be a

) and shewent hgable t0 afford Lohat pie s et .
apple pie for Mom to buzﬂ LK&uﬂhgﬁi

N>
VL
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I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice (¢ > \

of my carif@MNE st comnitmeny 40 lb.l
president. And I'm here to assure you/ The spirit of Progress r<j i L

dere ation ;Pa(*> . I want you to be able to spend your tlme
worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
fretting about what some regulator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this century is: Government

'micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic

failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total

&3\00 years [(BCA)

government regulation produces only one thing: total failure. o
Now, Russians want to try something different -- like grocery \f/%
stores with groceries on the shelves. CE

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor .g
\ - government coercion and control over freedom and competition. :éﬁ
h//i;¢%? ;t's as though we'd entered a time warp. When-I-hear—the-shriill jé
3
S
o

k the rich"

more >

N—0
t

- 1
Tht

Let me make you a promise' If Congress sends me any~§g§;/1
g il (1zh;ch<as+s Jobs bql, ocA) ) _
ﬂeglslatlonA conomIc reg ation more intrusive, more

burdensome/ more unreasonable, I'll veto it. Hewels—an-example:S.

o e &

The -called FDA enforcement b 1. I'm sure those f you who
/

se your own.privatle-label gr-cerles aren't exactly thr111 G by
A,\fﬂo :

he pro§pect of reful

L & fle - U 4/ S ine - O ) aiele
\ Y

ing on ne record-keéoing burdens. ﬁpt that's

what some in\cOﬂgre £ want to dbé. Well/, let me till you in

\‘\
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S
—=ho=uncertain-_terms: " That bills-and-coercive-bills-like.ity-are’

s

—big fat targets-—for-my veto pen..
And if Congress sends unfundegugandates down to state and
C

local governments, I'll tell o make a choice: Pay for the
mandates without raising taxes, or get ready for a veto. The
federal government spends too much money as it is. It has no
right to force state and local governments to accept new burdens.
Again, Congress can help get the economy moving if it will
stop demagoging and do the right thing. Remember: March 20.
But we also need to look beyond the J-Day agenda. I

nine, (SMony
proposed an eight-point long-term plan in my State of the Union

et me Ve ysw sérme_ highlights: (D?)
address. i

credle Avwrican jobs by opgnvg (OCAD
First, let's/\epemtup and expan%iﬂf?ﬁgts all over the world.
'. .
A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the world trading
export (OCAD
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs andAsubsidies in

agriculture. And by tearing down economic barriers with Mexico

and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement will lift
us to new heights of prosperity. I+ willcreate hgb,Anuwicanjobs_(Siﬂ%v{)
Second, let free choice and free markets reform our health
. . o B hecp e
care system.  I've proposed a health insurance tax credit OQ'“RNHr T
to-$3,750 for each _low=income-family. My plan also assures @ggt

Americanﬁxwill have access to basic health insurance ‘even if they

WSuranm g

by

change jobs or develop serious-health- We can't improve
= JD‘?; of _lOLJ Wag< wevkers )

ealth care by jeopardizing

I e /CV/%

e doat depersonalize. (ongess Make \aAfiViduals responsible






% Tncorpordte @ This Government s §av ‘oo \05 and Spends Foo much.
(Should werk well on Page (o~ Kaukman)

means [ob Loss %vv e oho M{\)M'I* 7(,6&4,3 k»,,)J

MW cOS+S J0BS by mandati .&m ocsy)
A scheme that ggggggggggg__;Iﬁg_sﬁlé%ployer should pay.

Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornerstone of the
American dream. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The

tax exemptxon has not kept up with 1nflatlon.)ﬂIh 1948
7 (S8 ‘
the personal exemption was\$et at $---. 1In 1992 dollars,
yen O
hat exemptldn would be wort s---. But over the years, we've

Eﬂmaxgz::

only 1ncreased the %§emptlon to $ : iy m/a3k1ng Congress
1mmedlately to 1ncrease the exeﬁbtlon for//ach chlldfgy $529
can’ afford th1§/hove in the/élght direction.

Look at my economic proposals and you will find simple,
plain solutions to our problems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work.

If you hear people in Congress gripe that they can't get the “~
. , 44<3&M%oﬂ)
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 45-

dq;é Surely Congress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
52 or 537 (Tro

3" days._ Remember, Congress can act with lightning speed when it Ly
52 (gm\or\> %
ants to. It-took the House of Representatives just one day to |
4S+eve\>
s Hart.

eéc&;eheek-'bonncing-.—/e/
So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. 'And'accept no
substitutes.
With your help -- we'll get America moving again soon.

Thank you. May God bless you and the United States of America.
# # #
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[Acknowledgments, humor]

It's a pleasure to be with you. 1I'll always remember the
warm reception the National Grocers Association gave me when I
addressed your 1985 convention in New Orleans. You gave me a
good education about your business then, and I remember it still.

Of course, our world has changed dramatically since 1985.
We won the Cold War. We led a coalition in the Gulf to crush
Saddam Hussein's aggression in Kuwéit.’ We have created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented prosperity and peace.

But we've also run into hard times. Our economy has slowed
down, and we must get it fired up again. The professional
pessimists tell us America has become weak and disabled -- that
our economy has fallen and it can't get up.

Well, that's just plain bunk. We'il get up and running in
no time ~-- and we'll do it the old-fashioned way: We'll use our
common sense, our work ethic, our determination, anq we'll carry
the entire world into the Next American Century.

You don't have to be a rocket scieﬁtist to understand how.
You just stick with the basics. I proposed a common-sense action

plan last week in my State of thé‘Union address. It gets

investment going, because you can't build new businesses without
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new investment. It strengthens the industries that historically
have led us into recoveries -- especially real-estate. It hacks
away obstacles to growth -- regulations, high taxes, nuisance
lawsuits. It cuts the federal deficit by cutting spending. And
it builds on our strengths. It lets American workers and
businesses show the world what they can do.

All over this country, families, businesses and even local
governments have grasped a simple fact: The world has changed.
The old ways won't do. If we want to remain the world's econonic
dynamo, we've got to get leaner and tougher. We've got to change
with the times, and abandon old ways from the old days.

More to the point, we've got to get Washington-moving toward
the 21st Century. To do that, I need your help. I've asked
Congress to enact some laws tﬁat will get our econoﬁy moving and
growiné again -- and I've given Congress a deadline: March 20.
Circle that Friday on your calendar. I have. Call it J-Day: The
day by which Congress should have taken a few simpie steps t;
create good American jobs =-- now. .

Here's what I want by J-Day: First, incentives to invest: an
amended alternative minimum tax and a 15-percent investment tax
allowance.

Second, incentives to build and buy real-eStatéf A change in
passive-loss rules for active real-estate investoré; penalty-
freé withdrawals from IRAs for first-time homebuyers, and a

$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that first home.
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Third, incentives to succeed: cut the capital gains tax.
This tax hurts anyone who has made a sensible investment -- in a
home, a business, a farm, even a pension plan. None of our key
economic competitors taxes gains at high fates -- Japan's
effective rate comes to about 1 percent; Germany doesn't tax

long-term capital gains at all. The world's fastest growing

‘economies let people collect their capital gains tax-free. Let's

stop penalizing excellence. Cut the capital gains tax -- now.

Three measures, three pieces of common sense; three things
Congréss should do by March 20. I'm couhting on your help.

In the meéntime, I;ve initiated some reforms that will get
the ecoﬁomy méving -- without having to wait for Céngress to act.
Here's one you'll like: I've imposed a 90-day freeze on federal
regulations that could hinder economic growth. During that
period, all departments and agencies willlreview regulations, old
and new -- to stop the ones that will hurt growth and speed up
those that will help growth.

I see from your convention schedule that you have a workshop
entitled: "The Requlators Are Back." No wonder: You can't get
through a day without having to worry about workplace safety
regulations, food safety regulations, environmehtal regulations.
No one objects to the stated aims of these regulatiéﬁs: Health
and safety and respect for the environment are classic, Mom-and-
apple pie social values. But you know better than anyone that

when regulators carry regulation too far, there won't be any

apple pie for Mom to buy.
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I ran a council on deregulation for eight years, as vice
president. And I'm here to assure you: The spirit of
derequlation is back. I want you to. be able to spend your time
worrying about what you can do for your customers -- rather than
ffetting about what some reéﬁlator might do to you.

The greatest lesson of this.century is: Government

micromanagement doesn't work. After seventy years of tragic

failure, the leaders in Moscow finally recognize that total

government reéulation produces only one thing: total failure.

Now, Russians want to fry something different -- like grocery
stores with Qroceries on the shelves.

I find it a bitter irony that some in Congress still favor
government coercion and control over freedom and competition.
It's as though we'd entered a time warp. When I heér the shrill
sounds of "soak the rich" demagoguery -- when I hear politicians
demand more taxes, regulations, government coercion and control,
I wonder: Where have these people been for the past three yearé?

Let me make you a promise: If Congress sends me any new
legislation to make economic regulation more intrusive, more
burdenséme, more unreasonable, I'11 veto it. Here's an example:
The so-called‘FDA'enforcement bill. I'm sure those of you who
sell your own private-label groceries aren't exéctly'thrilled by
the prospect of regulatory G-Men prowling around America's food
factories and piling on new record-keeping burdens. But that's

just what some in Congress want to do. Weli, let me tell you in
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no uncertain terms: That bili, and coercive bills like it, are
big fat targets for my veto pen.

Aﬂd if Congress sends unfunded mandates down to state and
local govérnments; I'll tell it to make a choice: Pay for the
mandates without raising taxes, or get ready for a veto. The
federal government spends too much money as it is: It has no
‘right to force state and local governments to acceét new burdens.

Again, Congress can help get the écbnomy moving if it will
stop demagoging and do the right thing. Rémember: March 20.

But we also need to lbok beyond the J-Day agenda. I
proposed an eight-point long-terﬁ‘plan in my State of the Union
address., I want to highlight three of thoée measures today.

First, leﬁ's open up and expand markets all.over the world.
A revolutionary new GATT agreement will make the wofld trading
system come to grips with the damaging tariffs and subsidies in
agriculture. And by tearing down economic barrier§ with Mexico
and Canada, a new North American Free Trade Agreement will 1lift
us to new heights of prosperity.

Second, let free choice and free markets reform 6ur health
care system. i}ve proposed a health insurance tax-credit of up
to $3,750 for eaéh low-income family. My plan also assures that
Americans will have access to basic health insufanc;'even if they
change jobs or develop serious health problems. We can't improve
healthvcare by jeopardizing the financial health problems of

labor-intensive businesses. That's why I'll never sign my name

to any scheme that mandates benefits an employer should pay.
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Third, let's strengthen the family -- the cornersﬁone of the
American dreém. Let's ease the burden of child-rearing. The
personal tax.exemptioh has not kept up with inflation. In 1948

(?), the personal exemption was set at $---. In 1992 dollars,

that exempfion would be worth $---. But over the years, we've
only increased the exemption to $----. . I'm asking Congress
.immediately to increase the exemption for eaﬁh child by $500. We
can afford this move4in the right direction.

Look at my economic pfoposals and you will find.simple,
. plain solutions to our prbblems. Some may complain that they
lack the flash of an expensive new program. But I'm not seeking
spending for spending's sake. I want results. My plan is sound
and it will work:

If you hear people in éongress gripe that they.can't get the
job done by March 20, remind them: We won the Gulf War in 45
days. Surely Cohgress can pass my urgent domestic initiatives in
53 days. Remembef, Congress can act with lightning speed when it‘
wants to. It took the House_of Representatives just one day to
shut down its bank and thereby stop its little problem with
check-bounciﬁg. ' '

So: Accept no excuses. Accept no delays. And accept no
substitutes. -

With your help =-- we'll get America moving again soon.
Thank you. 2 May God bless you and the United States of America.

| #o# e #



