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NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS \ ROOM 450
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992 \ 9:15 A.M.

THANK YOU FOR THOSE KIND WORDS, AND WELCOME TO YOU
ALL. THANKS TO ALAN KRANOWITZ FOR ALL HIS FINE WORK.
ANp DIRK VaN DONGEN, I UNDERSTAND YOU'RE CELEBRATING
YOUR 25TH ANN;V:RSARY WITH THE N-A-W THIS YEAR. My

To Jay Cuuncu AND J:MMY

iy e e,

‘M ALNAYS PLEASED TOAGE' A CHANCE TO SPEAK NITH

wareh. ‘;’




-3 -
I'M GOING TO USE THAT OCCASION TO CONTINUE TO PUSH FOR
THE THINGS WE ALL STAND FOR. THAT MEANS JoBS, A
STRONG, GROWING ECONOMY, AND A MARKETPLACE FREE OF
NEEDLESS GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE AND IT MEANS TELLING
CONGRESS WE MUST HOLD THIS LINE ON GOVERNMENT SPENDING.
You AT THE N-A-W HAVE BEEN oF TREMENDOUS HELP THROUGH

THE YEARS IN WORKING FOR A COMMON SENSE APPROACH TO THE
ECONOMY

-4 -
IN FACT, I COUNT ON THE N-A- w's EXPERTISE IN MORE

‘NON§THIS IS AN ELECTION YEAR, SO YOU RE GOING TO0

LOT'ngOUICK-FIXES THAT WILL SUPPOSEDLY TURN "OUR

“(,62%--‘- :

Eco' MYiAROUND._ HE DON "T NEED GIMMICKS. HE NI ED TO
“OME”COMMON SENSE GOALS AND STICK TO THEM.
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ANY PLAN THAT TRULY PREPARES OUR ECONOMY FOR THE FUTURE
MUST MEET FIVE TESTS:

One: IT MusT STIMULATE THE INVESTMENT NECESSARY TO
CREATE JOBS.

TNO: IT MusT BOLSTER REAL-ESTATE VALUES AND
INCREASE HOME SALES.

THREE' IT MUST GIVE AMERICANS CONFIDENCE THAT THEY

WILL BE ABLE TO AFFORD THE COSTS OF RAISING A FAMILY,
EDUCATING THEIR CHILDREN, AND OBTAINING HEALTH CARE

-6 -

,__,:,
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OR THEY sAY THEY WANT TO MAKE THE U.S. Economy
COMPETITIVE, AND THEN CALL FOR BUILDING A FENCE AROUND
AMERICA.

THESE GIMMICKS ARE ABOUT POLITICS, NOT PROSPERITY.
PROSPERITY LIES IN OPENING MARKETS, NOT CLOSING THEM.
AnD I ‘M PLEASED THAT RECENTLY, WITH OUR TRIP TO ASIA,
WE vz BEEN ABLE TO MAKE REAL PROGRESS IN THAT REGARD.

YE§ ERPAY, FOR INSTANCE, NE SIGNED A PATH-BREAKING

»}, o

AGREEMENT_ENSURING THAT U.s. COMPUTER COMPANIES NILL BE

ALLOWED TO COMPETE FAIRLY FOR THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT

Issqgétnvsons DEPTH IN MY ADDRESS NEXT NEEK,TBUT WE
e E i&& «‘r;%) Rk W”“*ﬂz '.;3, SR
SHOULﬁ BE CLEAR ABOUT A COUPLE OF HEALTH-CARE .

PRINCIPLES AT THE START.
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FIRST, GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO CENTRALLY MANAGE OR
MANDATE BENEFITS PRODUCE MORE PROBLEMS THAN THEY SOLVE.
AND SECOND, WE MUST FOREGO APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEM
THAT COST JOBS. THIS IS A TIME TO CONCENTRATE ON
CREATING JOBS, NOT DESTROYING THEM. THAT MEANS DON'T
OVER-BURDEN THE SMALL BUSINESSES WITH A LOT OF FEDERAL
MANDATES. '

As EACH OF YOU KNOWS, WHAT AMERICAN BUSINESSES WANT
IS A FAIR SHAKE -- FROM OUR TRADING PARTNERS AND FROM

TH EIR 'GOVERNMENT.

- 10 -
HEAD IN THE w0RLn MARKETPLACE, AND
INCED THAT AMERICAN COMPANIES CAM OUT-THINK, |
ORK, AMD OUT-COMPETE ANYONE IN THE w0RLn
g?ﬂQRE YOUR FAITH IN AMERICAN BUSINESS, BECAUSE
LIKE:YOU%I UMDERSTAMD THE VALUEs THAT HAVE MADE
L FOR THE woRLn°' HARD WoRK,




- 11 -
AMERICA WILL CONTINUE TO LEAD THE WORLD IN THE 1990s,
AND INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

THANK YOU ALL FOR COMING TODAY, AND FOR ALL YOU'VE
DONE OVER THESE PAST THREE YEARS.

i # #
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT aﬂl’( \r/
v
THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
' TONY SNOWAT,
. . :.-\ f\/
- FROM: ANDY FERGUSON f .|

SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS

Oon Thursday, January 23, at 9:15 a.m., you will address
members of the National Association of Wholesaler-Distributors in
Room 450 in the OEOB. Your remarks (7 minutes, cards) thank the
NAW for their continued support and express your faith and
optimism in American business to compete in the global economy. = "~

NOTE: The bracketed joke at the top of the text refers to the
NAW's visit in 1989 when you had laryngitis and lost
your voice.

\

Y
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.PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS
ROOM 450
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992
9:15 A.M.
- Thank you for.those kind words, and welcome to you all.
Thanks to Alan Kranowitz for all his fine work. And Kirk Van
Dongen, I understand you're celebrating your 25th Anniversary
with the N-A-W this year. My congratulations.
I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.

((The last time we got together, I remember, I could barely-speak -

0y ¢t

at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd -
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.)) |

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to

continue to push for the things we all stand for. That means

jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of —ah
vl iane il Covqe we k- bold 74WM"*
ou thé N-A-W have been of

needless government interference.,Y
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense 13;*“?’
approach to the economy. |

In fact, I count on the N-A-W's expertise in more Qays thén

you realize -- having just asked your alumnus Nick Calio to

return to help us with our work on Capitol Hill.
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Noﬁ fhié;is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedly turn our economy around. We don't
need gimmiéks. We need to éet some commén'sense goals and stick
to them. Any plan that truly preparés our economy for the - future
~must meet five tests:

One: It must stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two It must bolster real-estate values and increase home

sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be

ey

able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in é
global economy.

. And five: It must control wasteful-government spending and
bring the deficit down.

Taken altogether, these tests will separate serious
proposals from quick-fix gimmicks. Some of my.critics say they
want to create jobs. Then they call for raising tax rates and
imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses.with
governmgnt red tape. Or they say they want to make the'U.S.
economy.cohpetitive, ahd thgn call for building a fence around
Américaﬂ 4 |

These gimmicks are about politics, not»prosperity;

Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing themg. And I'm



3.
pleased thatﬁrecently, with our trlp to A51a, we've been able to
make real progress in that regard. mm for 1nstance,
we'signed a path-breaking agreement ensuring that .U.S. computer
companles will be allowed to compete falrly for the Japanese
government computer market.
| You'll also hear a lot of loose talk this election year
about health care. I'll discuss this critical issue in some
depth in my address next week, but we should be clear about a
couple of. health-care principles at the start. First, government
efforts to centrally manage or mandate benefits produce more
problems than they solve. And second, we must forego approaches
to the problem that cost jobs. This is a time to concentrate on;t
creating jobs, not destroying them. Thot— wwstio gk bUNl*;\
Thn 3wl a_ lot— O Rlbrad Mo\m
As each of you know, what American businesses want is a fair
shake -- from ourltradlng partners and from their government.
Let them go head-to-head in the world marketplace, and I'm
convinced that American companies can out—think, out-work, and
out-compete anyone in the world. |
I share your faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business'the model
for the world: hard'work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks =- to'believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
bu11d on those values f- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will contlnue to lead the

world in the 1990s, and into the next century.



4
Thani—ydp all for comihg today, and for all you'Veroné over

these pést three years.:



Oocument No. 36@ 3 % -

9 JAMIIS: %USE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

01/22/92 T
DATE. ACTION/CONCURRENCE:COMMENT DUE 3Y:

SUBJECT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS

(01/22 Draft 3)

ACTION FYI ACTION m

VICE PRESIDENT = & HORNER -
SKINNER - MCCLURE >
SCOWCROFT - PETERSMEYER 0 =
DARMAN - ¥ PORTER Z
BRADY - ROGICH i -
BROMLEY - SMITH - &
CARD N 4 BOSKIN - o
DEMAREST - FINDLAY - @
FITZWATER - B —
GRAY - = =
HOLIDAY - - =

-

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Statt Secretary
Ext. 2702
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FROM:

SUBJECT:

Oon Thursday, January 23,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

m

January 22, 1992

FOR THE PRESIDENT

DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW,(T-

5
ANDY FERGUSON | |

32 JWN22 P4 04

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS

at 9:15 a.m., you will address

" members of the National Assoc1at10n of Wholesaler-Distributors in

Room 450 in the OEOB.

NOTE: The bracketed joke at the top of the text refers
NAW's visit in 1989 when you had laryngitis and

your voice.

Your remarks (7 minutes, cards)
NAW for their continued support and express your faith
optimism in American business to compete in the global

thank the
and
economy. . -~

to the -
lost
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS
ROOM 450
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992
9:15 A.M.

Thank you for those kind wbrds, and welcome to you all.
Thanks to Alan Kranowitz for all his fine work. And Kirk Van
Dongen, I understand you're celebrating your 25th Anniversary
with the N-A-W this year. My congratulations.

I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.

((The last time we got .together, I remember, I could barely speak -—

P
-

at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.))

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union‘address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the resulfs. I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we all stand for. That means
jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of
needless government interference. You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the.years in working for a common sense '
approach to the econony.

In fact, I count on the N-A-W's expertise in more ways than
you realize =-- having just asked your alumnus Nick Calio to

" return to help us with our work on Capitol Hill.



-
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Now ‘this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedly turn our economy around. We don't

need gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick

to them. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

. must meet five tests:

One: It must stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

It must bolster real-estate values and increase home

g

sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their -
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to éompete in a
global economy. .

And five: It must control wasteful governmenf spending and
bring the deficit down.

Taken altogether, these tests will separate serious
proposals from quick-fix gimmicks. Some of my critics say they
want to create jobs. Then they call for raising tax rates and
imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses with
government red tape. Or.they say they want to make theﬂU.S.
economy.coﬁpetitive, and then call for building a fence around
America. | |

| These gimmicks are about politics, not prosperity;

Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm



. pleased ﬁhatirecently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
make real progréss in that regard. On Wednesday, for.ihstance,
we‘signed a path-breaking agreement ensuring that.U.S. computer
companies will be allowed to compete fairly for the Japanese
goverﬁﬁént:cémputer market.

You'll also hear a lot of loose talk this election year
about healfh care. I'll discuss this critical issue in some
depth in my address next week, but we should be clear about a
couple of health-care principles at the start. First, government

efforts to'centrally manage or mandate benefits produce more

problems than they solve. And second, we must forego approaches

to the problem that cost jobs. This is a time to concentrate on ®«-_

LI

creating jobs, not destroying them.

As each of you know, what American businesses want is a fair
shake ;— from our trading partners and from their governmeht.
Let them go head-to-head in the world marketplace, and I'm
convinced that American companies can out-think, out-work, and
out-compete anyone in the world. | |

I share your faith in American bﬁsiness, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business.the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on ;hem. If we
build on those values -- use them.as'our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continué;to lead the |

world in the 1990s, and into the next century.
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Thaﬁk’yéh all for coming today, and for all

these pést three years.-

you've done over
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> 2l o WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

CATE. 1/21/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE COMMENT SUE 3Y WED., 1/22/92 9:00am

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992 - 9:15 a.m.

SUBJECT.
ACTION I lcnﬂ; m

VICE PRESIDENT _ E/ HORNER - =
SKINNER - v MCCLURE v —
SCOWCROFT - = PETERSMEYER = =
DARMAN 7 - PORTER v -
BRAL Y - ROGICH v
BROMLEY - = SMITH s s
CARD - SSBIN O~ i
DEMAREST v - CINDLAY v
FITZWATER - SNOW - v
GRAY 7 - - =
HOLIDAY 7 - - = |

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, RM. 122, x2930,

no later than 9:00 a.m., WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: I T "
SEC it JES

m {:) S/T\@/ii PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
-ana Staft Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS
ROOM 450
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992
9:15 A.M.
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[Acknowledgments. Dirk Vé?bongen, Alan Kranowitz.)

I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The last time we got together, I remember, I could barely speak
at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.))

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we all stand for. Thét means

(A R\ nCl_ (Theasrcw <4
You at“the N-A-W have been of

G-l o \(Vaﬂf>
tremendous help througégthe years in working for a common sense

jobs, a strong,ljgéylng economy, and a marketplace free of
t

needless govern

approach to the economy.

Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedly turn our economy around. We don't
need gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick
to them. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

must meet five tests:
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One: It Mmust stimulate the investment necessary to create

jobs.
bl st (2N
Two: It must stop—the-slide—in real-estate values and

increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a

lobal economy. MQJ%ﬂb
g Y \ [¢4 A=

ive: It must control ‘wasteful government spending and
e

bring this-.deficit under ntrol.

(P* E\\ g e ‘\ 2)( N Onfe %\ﬁ\(‘/&/ /
: gyl [
: ’/P L

(Theas

y <oz = )
say thef"y3p7 to create jobs./ Then i&%§/6511 5
rates and imposing even more mandates -F i

/

with, government red tape. (8//;56& say theyty

edégomy cém/étltlve, and then call for building a fence around

to make the U.S.

America.

— /\ﬁ == p—————
gi are abou\\gollt;cs/’not prosgerifi
7% 1

ﬁrqggggzry ies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm

-pleased that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
make real progress in that regard(/7 As each of you know, what

American businesses want is a faif shake -- from our trading

partners and from their govern?7nt. Let them go head-to-head in

‘/ B
vgfdfsz 7% L/ﬁVuéﬁ///
’/,/'84/(/ L) s

Pt



3
the world'magketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out-think, out-work, and out-compete anyone in the world.

I shafe your faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values -- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you all for coming today, and for all you've done over

these past three years.

Bobhi Kdherg: b Lt
B ik o P
Eooned KEAL bk
D'k agonk
L(Q,Mmm P
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, RM. 122, x2930,

no later than 9:00 a.m., WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staft Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL'REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS
ROOM 450 i
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992
9:15 A.M.

[Acknowledgments. Dirk Vahbongen, Alan Kranowitz.].

I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((Thevlast time we got together, I remember, I cbuld barely speak
at all. TI know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.)) |

I'm especially pleased to see you todéy, because as you've
probably heard we;ve been working hard around here preﬁaring for
the state of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we all stand for. Thét means
jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of
needless government manipulation. You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
appréach to the economy.

| Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting é'lpt of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will'supposedly turn our economy around. - We don't
need gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick
to them. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

-must meet five tests:
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One: It i—rnust stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two: it'must stop the slide in real-estate values and
increase home sales.

Three: It must éive Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising.a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a
global economy.

And five: It must control wasteful government spending and
bring this deficit under control.

Taken altogether, these tests maké a surefire "baloney
detector." And when you listen to some of our critics out there,
your baloney detector will start beeping like mad. .Some of them
say they want to create jobs. Then they call for raising tax
rates and imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses
with government red tape. Or they say they want to make the U.S.
economy competitive, and then call foribuilding a fence around
America. |

These‘gimmicks are about politics, not prosperity.
Prosperity lies in opening markéts, not closing them. And I'm
pleased that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
make real progress in that regard. As each of you know, what
American businessés want is a fair shake -- from 6ur trading -

partners and from their government. Let them go head-to-head in -
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the world—ma;ketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out4think, out-work, and out-compete anyone in the world.

I shafe—your.faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
" build on those values -- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you all for coming today, and for all you've done over

these past three years.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 22, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW.~
. 2
FROM: ANDY FERGUSON ;i )
SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS

On Thursday, January 23, at 9:15 a.m., you will address
members of the National Association of Wholesaler-Distributors in
Room 450 in the OEOB. Your remarks (7 minutes, cards) thank the
NAW for their continued support and express your faith and
optimism in American business to compete in the global economy.

NOTE: The bracketed joke at the top of the text refers to the
NAW's visit in 1989 when you had laryngitis and lost
your voice. .
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL ASSOC. OF WHOLESALER-DISTRIBUTORS
ROOM 450
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1992
9:15 A.M.

Thank you for those kind words, and welcome to you all.
Thanks to Alan Kranowitz for all his fine work. And Kirk Van
Dongen, I understand you're celebrating your 25th Anniversary
with the N-A-W this year. My congratulations.

I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The last time we got together, I remember, I could barely speak
at all. I know they say it's always géod to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.))

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we all stand for. That means
jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of
needless government interference. Yéu at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
approach to the economy.

In fact, i count on the N-A-W's expertise in more ways than
you reaiize -- having just asked your alumnus Nick Calio to

return to help us with our work on Capitol Hill.
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Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedly turn our economy around. We don't
need gimmicks. We need to set some commén sense goals and stick

to them. Any plan that truly preparés our economy for the -future

" must meet five tests:

One: It must stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two It must bolster real-estate values and increase home

sales.

Three: It must give Americansvconfidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care. 4

Four: It must increase America's capacity t0’éompete in a
global economy.

And five: It must control wasteful government spending and
bring the'defiqit down.

Taken altogether, these tests.will'separaté serious
proposals from quick-fix gimmicks. Some of my critics say they
want to create jobs. Then they call for faising tax rates and
imposing even more mandgtes to hamstring businesses-with
government fed tape. Or they say they want to make the-U.S.
economy.competitive, and then call for building a fénce around
America. . |

These gimmicks are about politics, not prosperitx;

Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm
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3 .

pleasgd that recently, with our_trip to Aéia, we've been éble»tp
make real.progréss in that regard. On Wednesday, for.ihstance,
we.signed a path-breaking agreement ensuring that .U.S. cémputer
companies will be allowed to compete fairly fér the Jépanese
goverﬁﬁént:cémputer market.

You'll also hear a lot of loose talk this election year
about healfh care. I'il discuss this critical issue in some
depth in my address next week, but we should be clear about a

couple of. health-care principles at the start. Fifst, government

‘efforts to centrally manage or mandate benefits produce more

problems than they solve. And second, we must forego approaches
to the problem that cost jobé. This is a time to concentrate on
creéting jobs, not destroying them.

As each of you know, what American businesses want is a fair
shake ;- froﬁ our trading partners and from their governmeht.

Let them go head-to-head in the world marketplace, and I'm
convinqed that American companies can out-think, out-work, and
out-compéte anyone in.the world. | .

I share your faith in American business, -because like you I
underétaha the values that have made American business'the m@del
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingneés to take
risks =- fo'believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
bgild on those values -- use them'as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue.to lead the

world in the 1990s, and into the next century.
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Thank you all for comlng today, and for all you've’ done over

these past three years.
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I'm always pleased to'get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The last time we got together, I remember, I could barely speak
at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechleés, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.)) |

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
_probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that.occasionvto
continue to push for the things we all stand for. That means
jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of

INTER FERENLE
needless government-man*pu%at*en‘ You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
approach to the economy

Now this 1s an electlon Year, so you're g01ng to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedl} turn our ecohomy around. - We don't
need gimmické} We need to set some common sense goals and stlck

to tham. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

must meet five tests:
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One: It ':must stimulate the investment necessary to create

jobs.
BoLsTER
Two: It must. : 7 real-estate values and

increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of:raising a family,‘educating their
children, and obtaining health care. |

‘Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a

global economy.

And flve° It must control wasteful government spending and
C THE ‘ :

bring -this deficit under control.

WL SEPARATE SERiows . PRoPESALS

Taken altogether, these tests ire

Frova GQuit FIX  Giwmmiexs,

ékﬂxmmﬁrwﬂ—~%ﬁd—whem_yeuméestenmtemsememeﬁueurmermtecsmgutmxheré&“

my Cmncs
year—ba&eney-deeeeeor—w*%%mstartubeep;ng_l;ke,madyb Some of +hem®

say they want to create jobs. Then they call for raising tax
L ' ‘ RESTRICT gg; _

rates and imposing even more mandates to businesses

with government red tape. Or they say they want to make the U.S.

economy competitive, and then call for building a fence around

America.

These gimmicks are about politics, not grosgeritx.'
Prosperity lies in opening markets, not olosing them. And I'm
pleased that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
make real progress in that regard. As each of you know, what

American businesses want is a fair shake -- from our trading

partners and from their government. Let them go head-to-head in
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the WOri&jﬁafketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out?think, out-work, and out-compete'anyone in thé world.

I shafe your faith in American business, because like you I
ﬁndersténd the values that have made Américan business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to belleve in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values ~-- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you all for coming today;.and fof'all you'Ve done over

these past three years.
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I'm always pleased to get chance to speak with the N-aA-W.
((Thenlast time we got toéether, I remember, I could bareiy speak
at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.)) | |

v I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preﬁaring for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we ail stand for. Thét means
jobs; a étrong,.growing economy, and a marketplace free of

- i1 /e~
needless_government(ggnipulatl_ . You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
approach to the economy; |

‘ Now this is an election year, so you're going to ﬁear all
sorts of peoplelpromoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedly turn our economy around. We &on't
need gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick
Ato them. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

must meet five tests:



n/.\:

2

One: It must stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two: It must stop the slide in real-estate values and
increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence thaﬁ they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a
global economy.

And five: It must control wasteful government spending-and
bring this deficit under control.

Taken altogether, these tests make a sufefire "baloney
detector." And Qhen you listen to some of our critics out there,
your baloney detector will start beeping like mad. Some of them
say they want to create jobs. Then they call for raising tax
rates and imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses
with government red tape. Or they say they want to make the U.S.
economy competitive, and then call for building a fence around
America.

Thése gimmicks are about politics, not prosperity.
Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm
pleased that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
méke real progress in that regard. As each of you know, what
American businesses want is a fair shake.-- from our trading

partners and from their government. Let them go head-to-head in
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tﬁe world marketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out-think, out-work, and out-éompete anyone in the world.

I share your faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values -- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century. |

Thank you all for coming today, and for all you've done over

‘these past three years.
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I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The'last time we got together, I remember, I could barely speak
at all. I_know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechléss, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
nind.)) |

I'm especially pleased to see you todéy, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for

the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be

pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to

continue to push for the things we all stand for. That means

jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a m?rketplace free of jﬁhbé%ﬁang
veus.

Ky u\'\?— vénce ,
needless government &gnippiatiors You at the N-A-W have been of

tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
approach to the economy.

- Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposedly turn our économy around. We don't
need gimmiéks! We need to set some common sense goals and stick
to them. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for-the future

must meet five tests:
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One: It f_inust stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two: It must stop the slide in real-estate valugs and
increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a
global economy.

And five: It must@éontroiiwasteful governmenT"s ending and

N ) LA,\’C— “ww }CC‘ :V\
bring this deficit under@ntrol.) Lol G ; C’(“.&_z,w—v'

Taken altogether, these tests make a surefire "baloney
detector." And when you listen to some of our critics out there,
your baloney detector wil; start beeping like ﬁad. ‘Some of them
say they want to create jdbs. Then they call for raising tax
rates and imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses
with government red tape. Or they say they want to make the U.S.
economy competitive, and then call for building a fence around
America. . _

" These gimmicks are about politics, not prosperity.
Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm
pleased that recently, with our ﬁrip to Asia, we've been able to
make real progréss in that regard. As each of you know, what
Américan businesses want is a fair shake -- from our trading

partners ahd from their government.  Let them go.head-to-head in
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the world’mggketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out-think, out-work, and out-compete anyone in the world.

I shafe'your faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values -- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you all for coming today, and for all you've done over

these past three years.
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I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The.last time we got together, I remember, I coﬁld barely speak
at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have ih
mind.)) |

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
prébably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
_the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results; I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we all stand for. Thét means
jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of
needless government manipulation. You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
approach to the economy.

' Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that wiil supposedly turn our economy around. We don't
negd'gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick
to them. . Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

must meet five tests:
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Qne: It must stimulate the investment necessary to create

Two: It must stop the slide in real—estate values and
increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase'America's capacity to compete in a
global econony.

And five: It must control wasteful Qovernment spending and
bring this deficit under control.

Taken altogether, these tests make a surefire "balohey
detector." AndAwhen you listen to some of our critics ;ut there,
your baloney detector will start_beeping like mad. 'Some of them
say they want to create jobs. Then they call for raising tax
rates and imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses
with government red tape. Or théy say they want to make the U.S.
economy competitive, and then call for building a fence afound
America. A

These-gimmicks are about politics, not prosperity.
Prosperity lies in opening marketé, not closing them. 2And I'm
pleased that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
make real‘progress in that regard. As each of you knéw, what
American businesses want is a fair shake -- from our trading

partners and from their government. Let them go head-to-head in
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the world marketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out-think, out-work, and out-compete anyone in the world.

I share your faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingneés to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values -- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you all for coming today, and for all you've done over

these past three years.
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GK . PHILLIP D. BRADY
% Assistant to the President
% and Staft Secretary
Ext. 2702
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I'm always pleased to get a'chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The.last time we got together, I remember, I could barely speak
at all. I know they say it's always Qood to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.)) |

I'm especially pleased to see you todéy, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm éoing to use that occasion tq
continue to push for the things we all stand for. .Thét means
jobs, a strong, growing ecocnomy, and a marketplace free of
needless government manipulation. You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense |
approach to the economy.

' Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that will supposealy turn duf economy around. We don't .
need gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick
to them. Any plan tﬁat truly prepares our economy for‘the future

‘ must meet five tests:
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One: It i:must- stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two: It must stop the slide in real—esfate values and
increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a
global economy.

And five: It must control wasteful government spending and
bring this deficit under control.

Taken altogether, these tests make a surefiré “"baloney
detector." 'And when you listen to some of our critics out there,
your baloney detectof will start beeping like mad. ‘Some of them
say they want to create jbbs. Then they éall for raising tax
rates and imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses
with government red tape. Or they say they want to make the U.S.
economy competitive, and then call for building a fence around
America.

'These gimmicks are.about politics, not prosperity.
Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm
pleased that recently, with<ogr trip to Asia, we've been able to -
make real progréss in that regard. As each of you know, what
American businesses want is a fair -shake -- from our trading

partners and from their government. Let them go head-to-head in
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the world—maéketplace, and I'm convinced that American compénies
can out-think, out-work, and out-compete anyone in‘the world.

I shafe»your faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values -- use them as our guiding-light ~-- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you ail for coming today, and for all you've done over

these past three years.
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I'm always pleased to get a chance to speak with the N-A-W.
((The last time we got together, I remember, I could barely speak
at all. I know they say it's always good to leave a crowd
speechless, but I don't think the speaker is the one they have in
mind.))

I'm especially pleased to see you today, because as you've
probably heard we've been working hard around here preparing for
the State of the Union address next week. I think you'll be
pleased with the results. I'm going to use that occasion to
continue to push for the things we all stand for. Thét means
jobs, a strong, growing economy, and a marketplace free of
needless government manipulation. You at the N-A-W have been of
tremendous help through the years in working for a common sense
approach to the economy.

Now this is an election year, so you're going to hear all
sorts of people promoting a lot of gimmicks, a lot of quick-
fixes that willbsupposedly turn our economy around. We don't
need gimmicks. We need to set some common sense goals and stick
to them. Any plan that truly prepares our economy for the future

must meet five tests:
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One: It i-musi: stimulate the investment necessary to create
jobs.

Two: it'must stop the slide in real-estate values and
increase home sales.

Three: It must give Americans confidence that they will be
able to afford the costs-of raising a family, educating their
children, and obtaining health care.

Four: It must increase America's capacity to compete in a
global economy.

And five: It must control wasteful government spending and
bring this deficit under control.

Taken altogether, these tests make a surefire "baloney
detector." And when you listen to some of our critics out there,
your baloney detector will start beeping like mad. .Some of them
say they want to create jobs. Then thef call for raising tax
rates and imposing even more mandates to hamstring businesses
with government red tape. Or they say they want to make the U.S.
economy competitive, and then call for building a fence around
America. R

These.gimmicks are about politics, not prosperity.
Prosperity lies in opening markets, not closing them. And I'm
pleased that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've been able to
make real progress in that regard. As each of you know, what
American businessés want is a fair shake -- from our trading

partners and from their government. Let them go head-to-head in
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the worl&'magketplace, and I'm convinced that American companies
can out-think, out-work, and out-compete anyone in the world.

I shafe~your_faith in American business, because like you I
understand the values that have made American business the model
for the world: hard work, creativity, the willingness to take
risks -- to believe in your dreams and make good on them. If we
build on those values -- use them as our guiding light -- we will
turn this economy around. America will continue to lead the world
in the 1990s, and into the next century.

Thank you all for coming today, and for all you've done over

these past three years.
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Thank you very much, and welcome to all
of you. Thanks to Alan Kranowitz for all his
fine work and, of course, to my friend Dirk
VanDongen, over here. History, a little his-
tory, I understand that he’s celebrating his
25th anniversary with the NAW this year.
And I might say to those who haven’t worked
with him closely as I have that he does a
superb job for sound economic principles,
most of which affect the NAW but some of
which don’t. But he’s in there for the solid
principles day in and day out. And I am very
grateful to him for that.

I want to welcome Jay Church and Jimmy
Taylor, who just welcomed me. Thank our
Chief of Staff Sam Skinner, who’s come into
a tough job, taken the ball, running with it,
and doing a first-class job. I understand you
also heard from Lou Sullivan, a great Sec-
retary of HHS, and then, of course, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Colin Powell.
So I hope, through these two avenues, and
then, Sam, you've gotten some feel in a little
more detail as to what it is we're trying to
do. I'm delighted to have this chance to speak
to the certain key and most influential people
of NAW.

The last time we got together I could hard-
ly speak at all. [Laughter] I know it's good
to leave them speechless, but I don’t think—
{laughter]—the speaker is the one they have
in mind. But look at it this way, I could have

thrown up on the front here and—[laugh- -

ter]—you've got to admit when I get the flu
it’s really dramatic. [Laughter] I don’t want
to dwell on that subject, but—[laughter]—
one, it was embarrassing, and two, in 24
hours I just felt like a million bucks again.
So, I have a funny feeling that a lot of people
in this country maybe understood getting the
flu. But nevertheless, that’s history, and I'm
just delighted to be here and see you all
today.

You probably read a lot about it. We are
working hard on a State of the Union Mes-
sage for next week. I believe that people that
think as you do will be pleased with the re-
sults. I'm going to use tEat occasion to con-
tinue to push for the things we stand for,
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and that means jobs. It means a strong an )
growing economy in a marketplace that’s fre )

of needless interference. It means telling _

Congress that we're got to hold the line on
Government spending. And yes, there’s a lot
of pressures for more and more Federal
money. That means taxpayers’ money, inci-
dentally. I still understand that point.
[Laughter] And yet I think it is my respon-
sibility to recognize that the deficit is out-
rageously large and that we have got to say
no from time to time to these fantastically
good-sounding but horribly detrimental
spending plans. And I plan to bring that point
up. We have got to hold the line on spending.

You here at NAW have been a tremendous
help through the years in working for a com-
monsense approach to the economy. In fact,
I count on tEe NAW’s expertise in more ways
than you realize. Having just asked Nick
Calio, an alumnus who returned to help us
work on Capitol Hill—many of you may not
have met him, but he was here and then went
over to NAW and will be returning to head
up a very important part of our White House
organization.

Let's face it, this is an election year. And
so you're going to hear all kinds of proposals
out there promoting a lot of gimmicks. Given
the fact this country is hurting, peogle are
hurting, you're going to see a lot of quick
fixes that will supposedly turn the economy
around. I don’t believe we need them. I think
we've got to set commonsense goals, stick
with them, and then, as I say in the State
of the Union Message, I'll be making specific
proposals as to how to help more rapidly
achieve those goals. '

Any plan that truly prepares our economy
for the future has got to meet five tests. One,
it must stimulate investment that’s necessary
to create jobs. Secondly, it's got to bolster
the real estate values and increase home
sales. One of the disturbing things in these
slow times has been the diminution of a fami-
ly's fundamental balance sheet that come%

from- the marking down of homes and real

estate. And so we've got to bolster real estate g

values, increase home sales. That's number
two. Number three, it must give Americans
confidence that they will be able to afford
the cost of raising a family. That means edu-
cation; we've got some bold educational re-
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kf'g orms. It means obtaining health care. And
8 ourth, it must increase America’s capacity

to compete in a global economy. And finally,
number five, it must control this wasteful

Government spending and go to work to
bringing this deficit down.

And taken all together, these tests, I think,
will separate serious proposals from the
quick-fix proposals, the gimmicks. Some of
my critics say they want to create jobs, and
then they call for raising taxes and imposing
even more mandates, centrally controlled
mandates to hamstring businesses with Gov-
emnment redtape. Or they say they want to
make the U.S. economy competitive, and
then they call for building a fence around
the United States of America. The old-fash-
ioned siren’s call of protection.

These gimmicks are about politics. They
are not about prosperity for the United States
of America. And prosperity lies in opening
markets, not closing them. And I'm pleased
that recently, with our trip to Asia, we've
been able to make progress in that regard
<ithout resorting to protectionism.

" Yesterday, for example, we signed a path-
breaking agreement ensuring the U.S. com-
puter companies will be able to compete and
compete fairly for the Japanese Government,
not the private sector. We're already sell-
ing—40 percent of computers into Japan’s
private sector are U.S. But .4 percent, to give
you an example, .4 percent of the Govern-
ment-bought computers are U.S. So, it can’t
be a question of quality. So, yesterday we
signed this path-breaking agreement that en-
sures the U.S. computer companies will be
allowed to compete fairly for Japanese Gov-
ernment—for the computer market of the
Government. And that’s what we should be
doing, beating down the barriers to our ex-
ports. _

I mentioned health care. We must and will
be doing something about that. I think I'll
have sound proposals. But you'll also hear
a lot of loose talk in an election year about
health care. And I'm going to discuss this
issue in depth and quite positively in my ad-
dress next week. But we ought to be clear
about a couple of health care principles at
the start.

First, Government efforts to centrally
manage or mandate benefits produce more
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problems than they solve. And secondly, we
must forego approaches to the problem that
costs jobs. Now this is a time to concentrate
on creating jobs, not driving small businesses
out of business. And that means don’t over-
burden the small businesses with a lot of
Federal mandates.

I salute the NAW for its leadership in cre-
ating HEAL, the Health Care Early Action
League, a major coalition that promotes mar-
ket-based solutions to the problems in our
health care system. And I look forward to
working with HEAL after I announce my
health care plan.

As each of you know, what American busi-
nesses want is a fair shake from our trading
partners and certainly from the Government.
And let them go ahead in a world market-
place, and 1 am absolutely convinced the
American companies can outthink, outwork,
outcompete anyone in the world. The com-
panies and the workers, the work force, they
can do just that.

And I share your faith, your undiminished
faith in American business because, like you,
I understand the values that have made
American business the model for the whole
world: hard work, creativity, and certainly a
willingness to take risks; to believe in your
dreams and then make good on them.

If we build on those values, and if we use
them as our guiding light, this economy is
going to turn around. I am not a gloom-and-
doom person about the American economy.
We've been through an awful lot, but this
economy will turn around, particularly if we
take the approach to these economic issues
that I've outlined here today. We're going
to lead the world. We are the undisputed
leader of the world. We ought not to forget
that.

There are some people in this room that -
are young enough to have children, young
children that is. [Laughter] And I don’t hap-
pen'to fit into that category about young chil-
dren—[laughter]—but Ive got grand-
children. Some of you all have got little kids.
And there’s something rather nice that
they’re going to school, coming home, going
to sleep at night, and not worrying about a
nuclear conflict erupting and engulfing the
whole world. !
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We've got a lot to be grateful for in this
country. We've got a lot of problems, but
we're the leader of the world, and I intend
to keep it just exactly that way. We're going
to whip this economic problem we’re facing.
We are going to continue to lead the world.
We are going to stay involved at home and
certainly abroad, now and well into the next
century.

So, don’t let the continuous pounding of
what’s wrong with this country obscure your
fundamental confidence, your fundamental
conviction, which is mine, that we are the
greatest, freest country on the face of the
Earth, and we’re going to prevail.

Thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:20 -a.m. in
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build-
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Dirk
VanDongen, president; Jay Church, chair-
man of the board; Jimmy Taylor, chairman-
elect; and Alan Kranowitz, vice president for
government relations, all of NAW.

Remarks on the Presentation of the
Senior Executive Service Awards

January 23, 1992

‘Connie, thank you. And at the outset of
these remarks, let me just pay my respects
to Connie Newman and say what a first-class
job I know she’s doing at OPM. And I know
that you take a lot of pride in this event, since
you rose through the ranks yourself, starting,
as I understand it, if my history is correct,
30 years ago as a GS—3—{laughter]—TI've still
got you beat on the age now—{laughter]—
GS-3 clerk-typist at Interior. And look at you
now. And we are very, very proud of you.

I also want to welcome Ed Derwinsk, Sec-
- retary Derwinski; Acting Secretary Busey;
Secretary Stone; Pat Saiki, the Administrator
of the SBA; Director Sessions; and so man
other distinguished guests. I think I see Ad-
miral Truly out there.

I hear that when one of the recipients was
told that the speaker today would be the most
jimportant.man in Washington, he said, “I

thought Joe Gibbs had already left for Min--

neapolis.” [Laughter] We are caught up in
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a frenzy here. but that, should not detract
from the importance of this event. :

And it is a privilege for me over here today
to congratulate some extraordinary people,

. you might say unsung heroes. You don’t al-

ways get at the head table, don’t always have
your name flashing out there in lights. You
may be lucky on that one. [Laughter] But
really extraordinary people.

Vince Lombardi, you remember, he gave
some pretty good advice off the field as well
as on. He put it this way; he said, “The qual-
ity of a person’s life is in direct proportion

. to their commitment to excellence.”

Well, today what we're doing is honoring
the lives of great quality. I am told that only
one percent of our SES can receive the Dis-
tinguished Executive Award. And that means
that out of more than 3 million public serv-
ants, you few here today embody the very
finest qualities of leadership, dedication, per-
sonal integrity, and public service.

I reminisce that when I was growing up,

me a tremendous respect for the duty and

my parents particularly my dad, instilled in O

obligation of public service. And I know that
you share my belief that Government service
is a public trust, that the highest honor we
can have is to serve our country, and in so
doing serve our countrymen.

Good government cannot work without
you, committed men and women who devote
yourselves to making certain that our. Gov-
ernment truly serves the people. Look at the
contributions that you've made in this past
year alone. Some of you were instrumental
in one way or another in Operation Desert
Storm. You share in the triumph we won for
freedom abroad and, of some noted signifi-
cance, of unity at home.

Some devoted your efforts to stirring eco-
nomic_growth here at home, creating oppor-
tunity for businesses and farmers and work-
ers. Others dedicated your career to estab-
lishing ties abroad, bringing security and jobs
to the people of this country in the process.
You worked on child nutrition programs, di-
rected the census; planned water resource
projects, managed scientific research,
oversaw economic analysis, helped reform
the Federal pay system, managed aeronauti-
cal research, formulated human rights pro-
grams, managed veterans care, led drug in-

-



