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It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,"
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, just steps from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of his
life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a Dream" speech moved ﬁs with
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith Dr. King had in
the American people. As many of you know, I had the privilege.

What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "living
meﬁorial," serves to remind us of the courage with whicﬁbuﬁptin
Luther King overcame hatred and-mistrust. It is too easy fdf us,
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget thégi_
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. In his book "Stride Toward Freedom"
he wrote of sitting aioﬁe at the kitchen table late one night
Vduring that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to the
point where I can't face it alone." But almost at once his fear
and unéertainty'began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. It told him to continue to do what he
knew to_be-right; . ' | |

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the



promise of civil rights for all. Today, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind America; we have a renewed commitment from
government to enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps
most marveious of all, we've seen a change in the hearts of many
Americans, who set aside old prejudices and stéreotypes to
embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the values of
tolerance and decency and mutual respect.

At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the
family. I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our
conversations together you have stressed the importance of family
life. Certainly Barbara and I feel it in our own lives. Think of
the problems that afflict so many American communities tbdgy -
homelessness, crime, drugs. Yet these are not so much isola£ed
problems as symptoms of one great problem, the decline of fgﬁiiy.
Far too many of our children pass through life without goals
larger than themselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a
parent or a grandparent can instill.

This problem, this terrible diminution of the importance of
family, is not just somebody else's probiem; it demands something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is
called to serve, no matter your persénal circumstances. And each
of us can serve. On the last night of his life, before tﬂat
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road was
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that the reason others failed to stop to help the
stranger was that they were afraid. Others had asked themselves,
"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" But the
Good Samaritan asked himself, "If I don't stop to help this man,
what will happen to him?"

The joy of personal service is that it is open to all. The
éther day I met with Magic Johnsoh in the oOval Office, and I was ,
impressed with the way this man has-dedicated himself to others -
= not only those with HIV but in educating those who aréfaﬁ;risk.
He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's but
there right now teaching kids that lifestyle's important. Hégé-
admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to get
the message out. I want to use this bully pulpit of the White
House for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as
Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who
undérstand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS
baby in her arms, she's trying té express that same message --
the messAge of compassion and service.

| There are other ways to serve. With héf literacy‘program
Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young



4 .
minds. It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights ﬁovement was as basic as can be -- qﬁality
education for all. We have made enormous progress, thanks in
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers
that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds of
barriers remain. The dream of quality eduqatidn is one of then.
It still remains ah unfulfilled promise for too many of our
children. And the hope of economic opportunity == equal access to
the laddef of American advancement --

Yés, racism and anti-Semitism and blihd'hatred still exist
in our land, As president, I have made a pledge to root out
bigotry wherevér we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you.gnd your
colleagues here at the King Center train young people thﬁtgthe
way to counter hatred and ignorance is peacefully, with non;_
violence, compassion, love and service to others. It is thezﬁ%ﬂ‘
continuation of your husband's-work,_who taught us the difference
one man can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table"
the spiritual speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. With your confinuing
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and maké
real the dream of Martin Luther King.

Thank you all, and.I now I will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday. Proclamation.
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It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,"
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, just steps from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of hisi’
life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a Dream" speech moved us with
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith Dr. King had in
the American people. as many of you know, I had the privilege.‘

What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "11v1n

memorial," serves to remind us of the courage with which Mart
Luther King overcame hatred and mistrust. It is too easy for ﬁ;iﬂ‘
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget the
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott .
called him as their leader. In his book "Stride Toward Freedom"
he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to the
point where I can't face it alone." But almost at onée his fear
and uncertainty began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. Tt told him to continue to do what he
knew to be right.

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the



promise of civil rights for all. Teday, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind America; we have a renewed commitment from
government to enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps
most marvelous of all, we've seen a change in the hearts of many
Americans, who set aside old prejudices and stereotypes i
embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the

tolerance and decency and mutual respect.

At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the

family. I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our

conversations together you have stressed the 1mportance of fan iy
life. Certainly Barbara and I feel it in our own lives. Think:qﬁzﬁ
the problems that afflict SO many American comnunities today:~

homelessness, crime, drugs. Yet these are not so much 1solated{ L

problems as symptoms of one great problem, the decline of famlly
Far too many of our children pass thrqugh life without goals
larger than themselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a
parent or a grandparent can instiil.

This problem, this terribile diminution of the 1mportance of
family, is not just somebody else's problem; it demands something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is
called to serve, no matter your personal circumstances. And eaéh
of us can serve. On the last night of his life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a straﬁger. The road was:
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that the reason others failed to stop to help the

stranger was that they were afraid. Others had asked themselves':~

"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" But the

Good Samaritan asked himself, "If T don't stop to help this maﬁ;"

'~ what will happen to him?"

The joy of personal service is that it is open to all. Thé:

other day I met with Magic Johnson in the Oval Office, and I.wasu

impressed with the way this man has dedicated himself to others:

= not only those with HIV but in educatlng those who are at.

He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's outj

there rlght now teaching kids that -4£9sty1e*é'1mportant He's

admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to get

the message out. I want to use this bully pulpit of the White
-Eouse for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as
Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who-
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message --
the messagé of compassion and service.

There are other ways to serve. With hef literacy program

Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young



4
minds. It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights movement was as basic as can be -- quality
education for all. We have made enormous progress, thanks in
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers
that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds. of
barriers remain. The dream of quallty education is one of them.
It Stlll remains an unfulfilled promise for too many of our iﬂ
chlldren. And the hope of economic opportunity -- equal acces;f;o
the ladder of American advancement --

Yes, racism and anti-Semitism and blind hatred still exist.

in our land. aAs president, I have made a pledge to root out

bigotry wherever we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you and zou:*

way to counter hatred and ignorance is peacefully, with non- |
violence, compassion, love and service to others. It is the
continuation of your husband's work, who taught us the difference
one man can make in a'country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table"
the spiritqal speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. With your continuing
commitment ‘and help, we will meet these great challenges and make
real the dream of Martin Luther King.

Thank you all, and I now I will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday Proclamation.
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF

SPEECHWRITING
FROM: NELSON LUNBQjékﬁv/
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Revised Presidential Remarks: Martin Luther King
Birthday

At the request of Phillip D. Brady, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned remarks. Comments are marked on the attached hard
copy.

Thank you for the opportunity to review these revised remarks.

Attachment

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,™
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, just steps from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of hisv
life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail"™ and his "I Have a Dream" speech moved us with
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith Dr. King had in

the American people. As many of. MMM&

What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "11v1ng_

memorial," serves to remind us of the courage with which Martln ;
Luther King overcame hatred and mistrust. It is too easy for u;;~
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget the
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. In his book "Stride Toward Freedom"
he wrote of sitting alohe at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, and saying aloud:‘"I've come to the
point where I can't face it alone." But almost at once his fear
and uncertainty began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. It told him to continue to do what he
knew to be right.

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the
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promise of civil rights for all. Today, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind America; we have.a renewved commitment from
government to enforce the baéic rights of its citizens. Perhaps

most marvelous of all, we've seen a change in the hearts of many

Americans, who set aside old prejudices and stereotypes to

embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the- values' f:

tolerance and decency and mutual respect. | &
At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the

family. I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our

conversations together you have stressed the importance of fam11y

problems as symptoms of one great problem, the decline of family.

Far too many of our children pass through life without goals
larger than themselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a
parent or a grandparent can instill.

This problem, this terrible diminution of the importance- of
family, is not just somebody else's problem; it demands something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is
called to serve, no matter your personal circumstances. And each
of us can serve. . On the last night of his life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road was
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that the reason othgrs failed to stop to help the

stranger was that they were afraid. Others had asked themseiigg}l

"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" But the
Good Samaritan asked himself, "If I don't stop to help this ﬁggz B
what will happen to him?"

The joy of personal service is that it is open to all. The

other day I met with Magic Johnson in the Oval Office, and I:§a§A>

impressed with the way this man has dedicated himself to.othégg_

= not only those with HIV but in educating those who are at:#igk.

He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's odtgf
there right now teaching kids that lifeétyle's important. He's
admitted he made some terriblelmistakes. But now he wants to.get
the message out. I want to use this bully pulpit of the White:
House for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as-
Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless.doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who-
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message --—
the message of compassion and service.

There are other ways'to serve. With hef literacy program
Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young
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minds. It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights movement was as basic as can be -- quality
education for all. We have made enormous progress, thanks in
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers
that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds of

barriers remain. The dream of quality education is one of thelf?

It still remains an unfulfilled promise for too many of our _
children. And the hope of economic opportunity -- equal acces’ﬁﬁé
the ladder of American advancement —-

Yes, racism and anti-Semitism and blind hatred still exlst

in our land. as president, I have made a pledge to root out

bigotry wherever we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you and your

way ﬁo edﬁhter hatred and ignorance is peacefully, with non-
violence, compassion, love and service to others. It is the
continuation of your husband's work, who taught us the difference
one man can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was liké the "welcome table"
the spiritual speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. With your continuing -
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and make
real the dream of Martin Luther King.

Thank you all, and I now I will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday Proclamation.
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4 ad It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial, v

Birmingham Jailn and his "I Have a Dream" speech moveq us with
their hope andg love, ang with the abiding faith pr. King had in (ﬁHS)
 the American People. As many of you know, I had the privilege----cgf%
What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "living '

memorial," serves to remind us of the courage with which Martin

loneliness of his struggile. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. 71p his book "Stride Toward Freedop®
he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, ang Saying aloud: "Itye come to the

point where I can't face it alone.n But almost at opce his fear

called it, spoke to him. 1t told him to continue to do what he

knew to be right.
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promise of civil rights for a1j. deay, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind America; we have a renewed commitment fronp
government to enforce the basjic rights of its citizens, Perhaps
most marvelous of all, we've Seen a change in the hearts of many
Americans, who set aside old prejudices and stereotypes to
embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the value;_éf
tolerance and decency and mutual respect. |

At the heart of these vValues, asg pr. King knew, is the

family. I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in ocur

larger than themselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a )
parent or a grandparent can instill,

This problem, this terrible diminution of the importance of
family, is not just somebody else's Problem; it demands Something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us jig
called to serve, no matter your personal circumstances. Aﬁd each
of us can serve. O0On the last night of hig life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the roag from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road was
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that the reason others failed to stop to help the
stranger was that they were afraig. Others had asked themselvgs,
"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" But the
Good Samaritan asked himself, "If T don't stop to help this man;
what will happen to him?"

The joy of personal service is that it is open to all The

other day I met with Magic Johnson in the Oval Office, and I was

He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's out

there right now teaching klds ;;;;;iafestyie*é'1mportant He's

admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to get

the message out. T want to use this bully pulpit of the White

_) .
House for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as

Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an aIDps
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message --
the message of compassion and service.

There are other ways to serve. with hef literacy program
Barba;a has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young



education for all. We have made enormous progress, thanks in
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers
that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds of
barriers remain. The dreanm of quality education is one of themn.
It still remains an unfulfillgd promise for too many of our
children. And the hope of economic opportunity -- equal access to
the ladder of American advancement --

Yes, racism and anti-Semitism and blind hatred still exist
in our land. as President, I have made a pledge to root out
bigotry wherever we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you and your
colleagues here at the King center train Young people that the
way to counter hatred and ignorance is peacefully, with non-
violence, compassion, love and serv1cean ot?ers. It is the
continuation of your husband's work, whg taught us the difference
one man can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table"
the spiritual speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never pe thirsty. with your continuing
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and make
real the dream of Martin Luther King.

Thank you all, and T noy I will sign the ‘Martin Luther King

Holiday Proclamation.
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It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,™
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, just steps from his
birthplace and from hlS pulpit, to talk about the promise of~ his
life. We. all know of his eloquence, hlS "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a Dream" speech moved us with
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith Dr. King had in-
the American people. As many of you know, I had the privilege._”

What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "11v1ngj‘

memor1a1 " serves to remlnd us of the courage with which Martinvr
Luther King overcame hatred and mlstrust It is too easy for ue;
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget the
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. In his book "Stride Toward Freedom"
he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to the
point where I can't face it alone." But almost at once his fear
and uncertainty began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him; It told him to continue to do what he
knew to be right.

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the
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promise of civil rights for all. Today, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind America; we have a renewed commitment from
government to enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps

most marvelous of all, we've seen a change in the hearts of" many

-’4"« -

Amerlcans, who set a51de old prejudlces and stereotypes to

- embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the values ofj

tolerance and decency and mutual respect.
At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the
family. I’ am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our

conversations together You have stressed the 1mportance of famlly

life. Certainly Barbara and I feel it in our own lives. Think'off_

the problems that afflict so many Anerican COmndnitles toda 7
homelessness, crime, drugs. Yet these are not so‘nuch isolated f
problems as symptoms of one great problem, the decline of family.
Far too many of our children pass through life without goals
larger than themselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a
parent or a grandparent can instill.

This problem, this terrible diminution of the 1mportance of
family, is not just somebody else's problem, it demands somethlng
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is
called to serve, no matter your personal circumstances. And each
of us can serve. oOn the last night of his life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road.vwas
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King:
realized that the reason others falled to stop to help the }

stranger was that they were afrald. Others had asked themsf

Good Samarltan asked himself, "If I.don't stop to help thlsk

what w1ll happen to h1m°"

_The- ]oy of personal service is that it: is open to all. The

other day I met with Magic Johnson in the oOval Offlce, and i-
1mpressed w1th the way this man has dedlcated hlmself to othezs
- not only those with HIV but in educatlng those who are at'
He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's out“
there right now teaching kids that llfestyle's important. He!s
admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to get
the message out. I want to use this bully pulpit of the White
House for the same purpose. Anyohe who visits AIDS clinics, as
Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who-
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS.
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message --
the message of compassion and service.

There are other ways to serve. With hef literacy program
Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young
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minds. It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the c1v11 rlghts movement was as basic as can be - quallty
educatlon for a11. We have made enormous progress, thanks in:
large part to Martln Luther Klng, 1n remov1ng the legal harr1ers

that. blockedmprogress for mlnorlty Amerlcans. But other kinds of‘

barrlers remaln.- The dream of quallty educatlon 1s one of”

colleagues here at the K1ng Center traln young people that

way to‘w?unter hatred and 1gnorance 1s peacefully, w1th non::J” B
violence, compa551on, love and serv1ce to others. It is the
contlnuatlon of your husband's work, who taught us the dlfference
one man' can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table"
the spiritual speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. with your continuing S
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and.nake
real the dream of Martin Luther King.

Thanh-you all, and I now I will sign the Martin ILuther King

Holiday Proclamation.
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It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,"
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, -just steps from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of his
life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a Dream" speech moved us with

I
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith Dr. King had in
the American people. As many of you know, I had the privilege.

What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "11v1ng

memorial," serves to remind us of the courage with which Martinm?f
Luther King overcame hatred and mistrust. Tt is too easy for us,'
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget the
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. In his book "Stride Toward Freedom"
he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to the
point where I can't face it alone." But almost at once his fear
and uncertainty began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. It told him to continue to do what he
knew to be right.

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the



promise of civil rights for all. Today, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind Amerlca, we have a renewed commitment from
government to enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps
most marvelous of all, we've seen a change in the hearts of many

Americans, who set aside old prejudices and stereotypes to

embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the values £

tolerance and decency and mutual respect.

At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the

family. I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our

conversations together You have stressed the 1mportance of family
life. Certainly Barbara and T feel it in our own lives. Thinir
the problems that afflict so many Amerlcan communities today
homelessness, crime, drugs. Yet these are not so much 1solated §
problems as symptoms of one great problem, the decline of famlly
Far too many of our children pass through life without goals
larger than fhemselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that onlglthe love of a
parent or a gfandparent can instill. D,gg@b\/\ﬂ M (&Q%JM
This problem, this terribile dlmlnutlon of the importance of
family, is not just somebody else's problem; it demands something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us ig
called to Serve, no matter your bersonal circumstances. And each
of us can serve. O0On the last night of his life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road was
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that. the reason others failed to stop to help the

stranger was that they were afraid. oOthers had asked themselves ;

"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" BpBut the
Good Samaritan asked himself, "If I don't stop to help this ma ;;ﬁ
what will happen to him?"

The joy of personal service is that it is open to all. The

other day I met with Magic Johnson in the oOval Office, and I was'

impressed with the way this man has dedicated himself to others.
= not only those with HIV but in educating those who are at
He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's oﬁé}
there right now teaching kids that lifeetyle's important. He's
admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to. get
the message out. T want to use this bully pulpit of the White
House for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as _
Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who-
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS.
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message --
the message of compassion and service.

There are other ways to serve. With hef literacy program
Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young
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minds. It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights movement was as basic as can be -- quality
education for all. We have made enormous Progress, thanks in
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers
that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds of
barriers remain. The dream of quality education is one of them.
It still remains an unfulfilled promise for too many of our _
chlldren. And the hope of economic opportunity -- equal access to
the ladder of American advancement --

Yes, racism and anti-Semitism and blind hatred stiil exlst
in our land. as pPresident, I have made a Pledge to root out

bigotry'wherever we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you and xoun

way to counter hatred and ignorance is peacefully, with non-
violence, compassion, love and service to others. It is the
continuation of your husband's work, who taught us the difference
one man can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table"
the spiritual speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. With your continuing
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and make
real the dream of Martin Luther king.

Thank you all, and I now T will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday Proclamation.
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It is an honor to stand at this glorlous "living memorial,"
here in Martin Luther King's hometown,\gust steps from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of his
life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a Dreanm" Speech moved us with
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith pr. King had in
the American People. As many of you know, I had the privilege.

What- you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "11v1ng
memorial," serves to remind us of the courage with which Martln T
Luther King overcame hatred and mistrust. It is too easy for us;y>
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget the
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. 1In his book "Stride Toward Freedonm"
he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to the
point where T can't face it alone.™" But almost at once his fear
and uncertainty began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. It told him to continue to do what he
Knew to be right.

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the
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promise of civil rights for all. Today, thanks im large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to ~
a colorblindg America; we have a renewed commitment from
government to enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps
most marvelous of all, we've Seen a change in the hearts of many
Americans, who set aside old prejudices and stereotypes to ;.

e bold o G

=mbrace the values D King beseeched us to embrace, the valmegfcf'

tolerance and decency and mutual respect,
At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the
family. I .am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our

conversations together you have stressed the importance of fam;iy

‘life. Certainly Barbara and I feel it in our own lives. fThink £
the problems that afflict so many American-communities today
homelessness, crime, drugs. Yet these are not so much isolategf
problems as Symptoms of one great problem, the decline of family.
Far too many of our children pass through life without goals
larger than themselves, without @ sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a
parent or a grancparent can instill.

This problem, this terrible diminution of the importance: of -
family, is not just somebody else's problem; it demands something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is
called to serve, no mattemﬁgsaf};:;sonal circumstances. And each
of us can serve. on the last night of his life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road was
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that the reason others failed to stop to help the

stranger was that they were afraid. Others had asked themsei@gé:; 

"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" But the
Good Ssamaritan asked himself, "If I don't stop to help this man{_i T'
what will happen to him?" .

The joy of personal service is that it is open to al1l. ?Eé

other day I met with Magic Johnson in the oOval Office, and l-j?h

He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's oﬁrg

there right now teaching kids that lifeétyle's important. He's
admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to get
the message out. I want to use this bully pulpit of the Whlte
House for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as
Barbara and T have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who-
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS.
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message -
the message of compassion and service.

There are other ways to serve. With her literacy program
Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of

reading to kids, to broaden their horizons and expand their young
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minds. It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights movement was as basic as can be -- quality
education for aiil. We have made enormous progress, thanks in
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers
that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds of

barriers remain. The dream of quality education is one of them.__

It still remains ‘an unfulfilled promise for too many of our
children. And the hope of economic opportunity -- equal accesggto
the ladder of American advancemenﬁf)-ﬁzb’

Need s ™™~ Yes, racism and anti-Semitism and blind hatred still ex1st

A
_+paﬂ5rhh in our land. as President, I have made a Pledge to root out

blgotry_wherever we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you and youn 

colleagues here at the King Center train yYoung people that the
way to counter hatred and 1gnorance is peacefully, with non--
violence, compassion, love and service to others. It is the
continuation of your husband's work, who taught us the difference
one man can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table"
the spiritual Speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never be
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. With your continuing
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and make
real the dream of Martin Luther KlngGUhcAZ 43

Thank you all, and I now T w%il sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday Proclamation.
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The story I want to tell you today -- a story that Martin Luther
King, Jr. told in his speech he made the night before that ‘
terrible day in Memphis, 22 years ago. It's a story about
serving others and the courage that it takes. 1It's a familiar
story about the Good Samaritan and the stranger he helped. But
there's another part of the story we don't always remember.

~Before the Good Samaritan stopped that day, two other men saw the

injured stranger and passed him by. And Dr. King thought long
and hard about it, and he used to ask himself: Why didn't the
others stop to help? And Dr. King came up with some good
reasons: They didn't stop because they were too busy, had more
important work waiting in Jerusalem of far more consequence than
helping one unfortunate man; and so on they went.

. And then one day, Martin Luther King put himself in their shoes.
At the age of 30, on his very first visit to the Holy Land, he
and his wife, Coretta, travelled that road from Jerusalem to _
Jericho. And Dr. King saw the story of the Good Samaritan in a
new light.

That road starts off more than 1000 feet above the sea level and
ends in Jericho 2000 feet below sea level. A twisting road, full
of blind curves. He imagined the road 2000 years ago, each curve
a perfect ambush for robbers. And at that moment, Dr. King
realized why the two men didn't stop. It had nothing to do with
the reasons he had imagined. They didn't stop because they were
afraid. : '

The way Dr. King imagined it, one asked himself: ‘If I stop to
help this man, what will happen to me?' And he went on about his
way. But then the Good Samaritan came along, and asked himself a
different question: ‘If I don't stop to help this man, what will
happen to him?' And he asked himself that question and he found
the courage to stop; the courage to help; the courage to serve.

So which question, then, do we ask ourselves? About going down
to the soup kitchen in that dangerous neighborhood. About
stopping on a dark street to help a homeless man. About reaching
out to those desperate kids out there -- kids who have no home
life, who are hooked on drugs, who live a nightmare we can't
begin to imagine. Doing any of these things isn't easy. Every
one takes an act of courage. But unlike the Good Samaritan, we
don't have to act alone. Each one of you understands the power
of collective action -- how much we can get done when we work
together, pool our resources, combine our talents.

And don't think that it won't take courage. It's going to take
courage to go back to your member organizations, back to their
CEOs and Boards of Directors and suggest that they place
community service at the center of their agenda. TIt's going to
take courage to insist that community service has a place at the
very heart of every organization. It will take courage to nake
_ one believe that from now on in America, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. But that's just
exactly what I'm asking you to do. -

-— March 6, 1990 .
Remarks to the American Society of
Association Executives
Quote #186 '
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It is'an'hoﬁor to stand atnthis glorioﬁs "living memorial," -
here in Mattin.Luther:King's hometown, just steps from'his
birthp1a¢e<;nd'from his;pulpit,'fo talk‘aboﬁt tﬁe:promise of hié.4
iife.' We ;11 khow of hisAeloquence;‘his ﬂLetter'from a
Birﬁingham-Jail“ and his "I Héve a Dream" speech seared our souls
with their anguish,-and with their hdpe and love. Dr. King
articulated théldeeper yearnings of his counfrymen'bette: fhaﬁ
any Ameficén since Lincoln. |
“ Even so, it is hard for us, almost a quarter of a century
~after his death, to. comprehend fully the hostility that
'éonfronted'Ma?tin_Luther'King during his_life, or-thé‘courage
with.whiéh he surmounted-hat;ed'and mistrust. Wé might forget, - -
too,'thé.ioneliness of his $£rﬁgglé. Think of the eérly days of
_the civil fights moveménf, when orgénizefs 6f the Montgoméry bus
bbycétt'called him as their 1eade¥;~ In.ﬁis Boqkf"Stfide waard'
Freedom" he wrote 6f sittinq alone at thé'kitchen table late one
-‘night,during th&t lonely time, and sayiﬁg'aioud: "I've come to
‘ tHe point where I can't face if alone." “But almost at oﬁceAhis
féar'and'uﬁcertainty began to melt away:_an'“ihner voice," as he
called,it,'sppke to him;; It told him to continue to do what he

‘knew to be right. .
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And so~he'did ' America is a different country today -h.a
better country, because of the. falth Martin Luther King had in

the American people. Dr. Klng faced a natlon dlsflgured by a

k1nd of homegrown apartheld that tw1sted the force of law to

WMWM—MM o TS =2
‘ segregate some Amerlcans from others, depr1v1ng them of even the '
- W‘QQ"——% o, T T = T e N
rudlments of common c1t1zensh1p. Jlm im Crow.was., gulte 51mply un-
s I RER ﬁw% R Ty SRR R R

Amerlcan, an 1nsu1t to the Amerlcan creed, and Dr. King knew-it.

= = -
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But he also knew that if he expressed thls truth forcefully,"

in the pa551onate language of the Blble and the Declaratlon of
Independence,_the Amerlcan people would come around. And sure
enough, in time most of those legal barriers he_had labored

‘ against came tumbling down. Martln'tuther King's:era was a
'tumultuous'period'for his"country.. To a large extent he was the
"architect.of the best of what'mas left when the tumult was
-.through. Today we have a'batteryfof laws'dedicated.to a
colorblindemerica;ﬂwe have a‘renewed commitment from‘goyernment
“to enforce the basic r1ghts of 1ts 01tlzens. Perhaps most

o remarkably of all, we've seena change in the hearts of many
Amerlcans, who set aside old prejudlces and stereotypesAto
embrace the values Dr._King beseeched us to embrace, the-values;
| of_tolerance and decency and.mutual respect..

'. - Unfortunately, we'can'overstate this spiritual change in our
.,ynatlonal life, as some are prone to do. RéEiEE_EES,BiQQEEY'
blind hatred and 1ntolerance still exrst“inﬁgur;landi Even
Martin Luther King's memory has been perverted 1n thelr service.

-A‘recent popular music video intersperses footage of Dr. K1ng s
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nonv1olent struggle for.equal rights w1th scenes of paramilitary )
assaults and the assassination of public off1c1als.‘ |

There is no place in America for this kind of vulgar and
' outrageous exp101tatlon.g I salute the work of you, Mrs. King,
- and of all-yourrcolleagues at'the King'Center in training youngy-
rpeople in Dr. King's principles of nonv1olence and peaceful
) change. As president I have dedicated myself and ny
administration to rootinghout discrimination wherever it exists.
We will continue to do so.. But the struggle for civil rights
cannot stop there. Yes, moSt of the legal barriers that blocked
-Dr. King and other blackvAmericans for hundreds_of years have »
lheen swept away. But other intractable barriers remain. Even.
Anow, many Americans aren't-givenga fair chance'to make good onl
their dreams.ﬁ

-In his landmark desegregation decision, Brown versus Board .
~of Education, Chief JustiCe'Earl'Warren wrote: JThe road to
'progressAfor the victims of past discrimination is equal and
excellent‘education." -Can any of us --'within government or
without -- say thatlwe have truly cleared'this road to progress?
-:Educationnforms.character, disciplines'the mind, and bestows the

. virtues of citizenship; It provides the child with the skills

- necessary to gain access to the ladder of economic advancement.

Yet this kind of "equal and- excellent" education is today beyond
the reach of most of our children.
That is why I have made the top-to-bottom transformation of

Amerlcan education the priority of this administration. Yes, 1t'
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- a questlon of economic competitiveness in the global economy, as
"others have sa1d.' But it's somethlng more, too. Martin Luther
'King believed that civil rights is at bottom about equal
'opportunity in this, the land of opportunity. That means
educational excellence must be an essential goal of all who care'
about c1v1l rlghts. As Dr. King himself wrote: "... educatlon is |
'-more than ever the passport to decent economlc p051tlons."

How do we get there’ .Here's one way. Last spring, we’
1aunched our comprehensive America 2000 strategy for changing
'..Amerlca's schools. This was our'flrst goa1° By the year 2000,

y_every Amerlcan child must start school ready to learn.
Accordlngly, 19 the budget I wlll-submlt'later'thls month, I will.
‘ask Congress to fully fund Head Start for the flrst time in the '
'program's hlstory. Fully funded; Head Start will get at

' dlsadvantaged chlldren early and brlng thenm up to the educational
start1ng line, right along w1th advantaged k1ds who haven't faced
~‘some of the same d;fflcultles.' By preparlng them for the often ‘
traumatic transition to elementary school, it will prov1de them
'w1th an equal shot at rece1v1ng an excellent. educatlon. |

There are other ways. We: must establlsh and maintain the
hhlghest educatlonal ‘standards. Let our kids know what we-expect
from them, and you can be sure they won't let us down This is a
task not only for schools but for parents, too. Dr. King spoke
often of the need to set: h1gh standards and stick to them. "We ;
‘must constantly stlmulate our youth to rise above the stagnant

level of medlocrlty," he wrote, "and seek to achieve excellence.f
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in thelr various fields of endeavor." ;Just as important- we must:‘
' ensure that our schools are places where educational excellence
-can be achleved. We must llberate every last one of them from
the scourge of v1olence and drugs.

But educatlonal excellence, by 1tse1f, isn't enough. our
children must emerge from school 1nto a v1brant and growing
economy. Economic growth the steady expan51on of economlc
‘ opportunity for all our citizens, is no less a civil r1ghts‘1ssue*;
"than education. It "makes real the promises of democracy." A
- truly free marketplace -- free of needless government mandates -
" and h1gh taxes, free of bureaucrats valnly trylng to p1ck winners
~and losers.-- doesn't recognlze skin color or gender or ethnlc
origin. It rewards diligence, initiative, perseVerance, good -
will. And as‘Dr.'King kneu, these are:qualities not restricted to
a few but 11berally granted by God to all hls chlldren. |

Theremls an unfortunate irony here. The c1v11 rlghts'
movement began with the basics —- quality education and_economic‘h
opportunity. These are the two essential keys to the American
dream of strong families ‘and’ wholesome communltles. Yet for allv
our success in conquerlng the legal barrlers to ‘equal rlghts‘--
though more work is needed here as well -- these ba51c hopes
remaln unfulfllled. Our schools fail our children. Our economy"
‘doesn't prov1de suff1c1ent opportunlty for all our ‘citizens. |

Thls 1s the .unfinished bu51ness of c1v11 r1ghts. our
-country is not yet the "welcome table" Dr. Klng dreamed 1t could

be, where all Amerlcans can eat and never ‘be hungry, drink and
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never be,thiréﬁy:vaut_with your'édntinuing cémmitmeﬁt and.help,
we will meet these great challenges énd make real the dream of |
Martin LuthngKiné. - | o _ _
Thank"yoﬁ all, ahd now I will sign fhe Martin Luther'xing

Holiday proclamation.
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j It'isyah honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,"
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, just steps.from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of his

“life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a )
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have|a Dream" speech seared our souls.
with their anguiéh, and with their hope and'love.a Dr. King
articulated the deeper‘yearnings-of his‘countryﬁen better than

. any American since Lincoln.

Even so, it is hard for us, |almost a quarter of a century
after his death, to comorehendlfully the'hostility that
confronted Martin Luther King during his life, or the courage

with which he surmounted hatred And mistrust. We might forget,

' too,‘the loneliness-of hiénstrugéle. Think of the eariy days of

the civil r1ghts movement when organlzers of the Montgomery bush

boycott called him as thelr leadéer. In hlS book "Strlde Toward
‘Freedom" he wrote of 51tt1ng alohe at the kltchen table late one
nlght durlng that lonely time, and saylng aloud: "I've come to
the.p01nt where I can{t face it alone.ﬂ : But almost at once hls
fear and uncertarnty.began»to me#t away; an "inner'voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. It told.him to continue to do what he

knew to be right. .
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And so he did. America is a different country today - a
"~ better country, because of the falth Martin Luther King had in:
the American people. Dr. King faced a nation disfigured by a

kindiof homegrown apartheid that twisted the force of law to

. segregate some Americans from others, depriving them of even the

rudiments of common citizenship. Jim Crow was quite simply un-

American, an insult to ‘the’ Amerlcan creed, and Dr. King knew it.

But . he also knew that if he expressed this truth forcefully,
'in the pass1onate language of the Bible and the Declaration of
'Independence, the American people would come around. And sure.'
enough, in time most of those legal barriers he had labored
against came tumbling down. Martln Luther King's era was a
tumultuous period for his country. fo a large extent he was ther
architect‘of the best of what was left.when the tumult was
through. Today we.have'a battery of laws dedicated to a'
colorblind America; we have a renewed oommitment.from government
‘tolenforce-the basic rights of its citizens.; Perhaps most
remarkably of all, we've-seen a change'in the hearts of many
' Americans, who set a51de old prejudlces and stereotypes to
embrace the values Dr. King. beseeched us to embrace, the values
of tolerance and decency and mutual respect. |

Unfortunately, we ' can overstate this sp1r1tua1 change in our
national life, as ‘some are prone to do. Rac1sm and bigotry,
bllnd hatred and 1ntolerance still ex1st 1n our land. . Even -

- Martin Luther Klng's memory has been perverted in their service.

A recent popular mu51c video 1ntersperses footage of. Dr. King' s



-nonvlolentlstruggle for ecual rights with'scenes'ofxparamilitary
assaults and the assa551nat10n of publlc off1c1als.’

There is no place in America for thls kind of vulgar and
outrageous exp101tatlon. I salute the work of you, Mrs. Klng,'
~and of all your colleagues at the King Center 1n tralnlng young
“people in Dr. Klng s pr1nc1ples of nonviolence and peaceful
change. As pre51dent I have dedicated myself and my
administration to rooting out.discrinination wherever it exists:
We will continue to do7SO. . But the struggle for civil rights c
_cannot stopfthere; ' Yes, most of the legal barriers that blocked
Dr. King and other black Americans for hundreds of-years have
been swept away. But other.intractable harriers"remain: _EQen
now, many'Americans aren't given a fair.chance to make good on .-
their dreams. |

In his landmark desegregation decision, Brown versus'Board
of Education} Chief'Justice Earl Warren-wrote""The road to
N progress for the v1ct1ms of past discrimination is equal and.
excellent educatlon.". Can any of.us -- within governnent or
Without‘-- say that we have truly cleared this road to progress"
'Educatlon forms character, dlsc1p11nes the m1nd and bestows the
~ virtues of c1t1zensh1p. It provides the Chlld with the skllls
necessary to gain access to the ladder'of economic advancement.
Yet thislkind of "equal and excellent" education is today beyond
‘the reach of most.of our children. | '
| AThat'is;ﬁhy I have made the topfto-bottom tranSformation of

American education the priority of this administration. Yes, it's
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a guestion of-economic competitiveneSS'in the .global economy, as"
others have said.’ But 'it's something more, too. Martin'Luther>
King believed that civil rights is at hottom about equal’ |
opportunity in‘this, the land of opportunity. That-means'
educational excellence must be an essential goal of all who care
'about ClVll rlghts. As Dr..King himself wrote. "... education 1s '
more than ever the passport to decent economic p051tions.ﬂ

‘How do -we get there° Here's one way. Last spring, we
‘1aunched our comprehens1ve America 2000 strategy for changing
America's schools.‘ This was our first goal' By the year 2000,
every American child must start school ready to learn.'
Accordingly, 1n the budget I w111 submit later this month, I w111
ask Congress to fully fund Head.start for the first timelin the
' program s history _ Fully funded Head'Start will get at |
disadvantaged children early and bring them up to the educational
. starting line, right along with advantaged kids who haven't faced
some of the same difficulties.. By preparing-them for.the often
. traumatic transition to elementary school it will provide them
with an equal shot - at rece1v1ng an excellent education. -

Se0 in8et A

We must establish and maintain the

-highest educational standards. fLet our kids know what we expect_‘

- from them,'and you can be sure they-won't let us down.. This is a’

:task not only for schools but forgparents;’too. Dr. King spoke -
- ‘often of thetneed to set high standards and stick to them.. "We N
nmust constantly stimulate our youth to rise above the stagnant

level of mediocrity,“ he wrote,."and seek to achieve excellence
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in their.various fields of endeavor." dust as important; we must
ensure_that our schools are places where eduCational.excellence'
can be achieved,'-We—must_liberate—eve;y—lasefenefef—éhemffrom“)
: But educatlonal excellence, by 1tse1f iSn't enough} Our
. children must emerge from school 1nto a ‘vibrant and grow1ng
economy. Economlc growth the steady expan510n of economlc
opportunlty for all our c1tlzens, is no less a 01v11 rlghts 1ssue_'
| than education. It “makes real the promlses of democracy." A
Atruly free marketplace - free of needless government mandates
“and high_taxes,.free of:bureaucrats vainly trying to pick winners
and losers -- doesn't recognize skin color or gender.or ethnic
or1g1n. It rewards d111gence, 1n1t1at1ve, perseverance, good
will. And as Dr. King knew, these are qua11t1es not restrlcted to
A a few but llberally granted by God to all his chlldren.

There is an unfortunate 1rony here. The 01v1l rlghts
movement began w1th the basics -- quallty educatlon and economlc
opportunity. These are the two essential keys to the American
dream of strong fam111es and wholesome communltles. Yet for all
our success in conquerlng the legal barrlers to equal r1ghts -
though more work is needed here as well -- these basic hopes
remaln unfulfllled. Our schools. fa11 our chlldren. Our‘economy

' doesn!t brovide sufficient opportunlty for all our citizens.

This is the unfinished.business of civil‘rights.- our

country is‘not yet the ﬁwelcome table" Dr. King dreamed lt could

be, where all Americans can eat and never be'hungry,'drink-and"'
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never be thirsty.'But with your contihuiﬁg commitment andlhélp,
| we will meet these gfeat‘challenges and make-real the dream of
Martin Luther King.

‘Thank fou all; and now I will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday pfoqlamatioh.
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office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
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Assistant to the President
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PRESIDENTIAL- REMARKS. M.L. KING BIRTHDAY :
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 17, 1992

10:00 A.M. '
It is an honor to stand at.this glorious "living memorial,ﬁ_
. here in Martin Luther King;s hometown, just steps rrom his |
birthplace and from'his pulpit to talk‘about the promise of his
life. We all know of his eloquence, hlS "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a-Dream" speech seared our souls' '
w1th their anguish, and with their hope and 1ove.' Dr. King
articulated the deeperIYearnings of his countrymen hetter than
any American since Lincoln. |
| : Euen S0, it:is hard for us, almost a quarter of a century
after his death, to comprehend fully the hostility that
confronted Martln Luther King ‘during his life, or the courage
w1th which he surmounted hatred and mistrust. We might forget,
too, the loneliness of his struggle.~ Think of the early days ofi.
the Civ1l,r1ghts movement, when organizers of the Montgomery busr“
' boycott‘called him as their leader. 1In his book "Stride Toward'-
.Freedom“ he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one .
'night during that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to
"the point where I can't face it alone." But almost at once his
.fear and uncertainty began to melt away; an. "1nner voice," as. he"
called it, spoke to him. It told him to continue to do what he

. knew to be riéht.
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And so he dld. Amerlca 1s a d1fferent country today -- a
better country, because of the faith Martin Luther Klng had in
the Amerlcan people. Dr. Klng faced a’ natlon dlsflgured by a
kind of homegrown apartheld that twisted the force of law to
segregate some Amerlcans from others, depr1v1ng them of even the
rudlments of common c1tlzensh1p Jim Crow was qulte simply un-"
Amerlcan, an insult to the Amerlcan creed, "and Dr. K1ng knew 1t

But he also knew that if he expressed this truth forcefully,
in:the passionate language‘of the Bible and the Declaration of
Independence, the Amerlcan people would - come around. And sure

enough, 1n time most of those legal barrlers he had labored

'agalnst came tumbllng down. Martin Luther King's era was a

_ tumultuous perlod for hlS country. To a large extent he was the

archltect of the best of what was left when the tumult was

through. Today we have a battery of laws,dedlcated to a

"colorblind America; we have a renewed commitment from government

to enforce thevbasic rightsvof its citizens. Perhaps most

remarkably of all, we've seen-a change‘in the hearts of many

4 Americans, who set aside old'prejudices‘and stereotypes to

embrace the values'Dr.-King-beseeched us to embrace,'the values
of tolerance and decency and mutualzrespect. |

Unfortunately, we can overstate thls sp1r1tua1 change in our:

‘natlonal llfe, as some are’ prone to do. Rac1sm and b1gotry,

'bllnd hatred and intolerance still ex1st in our land. "Even

Martin Luther Klng s memory has been perverted in their service.

A recent popular music. video intersperses footage of br, King's .
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_ nonviolent struggle for equal rlghts wlth scenes of paramllltary"
Aassaults and the assa551natlon of publlc OfflClalS.A

There is no place in America for thlS klnd of vulgar and '
-outrageous exploltation, I salute5the work.of you,.Mrs. King,
and of all your colleagues at the King Center in training young
'people in Dr. King's pr1nc1p1es of nonv1olence and peaceful |
change. As pre51dent I have dedlcated myself and my
administration to rooting out dlscrlmlnatlon wherever it'exists.
We will_continue to do so. But the»struggle for civil rights
cannot stop there. Yes, most of the ;gga; barriers that blocked
- pr. King and other black Americans'for'hundreds'of years have
been swept away. But other intractable barriers remain. Even’
now,-many Americans aren't given_a fair chance-to make good on
their dreams. |

In his landmark.desegregation decision, Brown versns Board
of.Educatlon, éhief Justice:Earl Warren wrote: "The'road to
progress for the v1ct1ms of past dlscrlmlnatlon is equal and
excellent education." Can any of us -- w1th1n government or '
w1thout -- say that we have truly cleared this road to progress’ '
Education forms character, d1501p11nes the mind, and bestows the A
virtues of c1t1zensh1p.' It prov1des the Chlld w1th the skllls
necessary to ga1n access to the ladder of economic advancement.
-Yet thls kind of "equal and excellent“ educatlon is today beyond
the reach of most of our children. o '

That is why I have made the top;to-bottom transformatlon of

Amerlcan educatlon the prlorlty of thlS admlnlstratlon. Yes, 1t'
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a question ofieconomic'competitiveness in the global economy, as |
'others have'said. But'it's.something'more,ftoo, ‘Martin Luther
King believed that civil rights is at bottom about egual
opportunity in this, the land of opportunity rThat'means
educational excellence must be an essential goal of all who care.
'-aboutVCivil rights. As Dr. King himself _wrote: "... education is
more than ever the passport to decent economic pOSitions " |

How do we get there? -Here S one way. Last spring, we .

' launched our_comprehensive America 2000'strategy for changing
America's schools. This was our first goal: By the year 2060,
every American child must start schoolyready to learn. .
Accordingly, in the budget I will submit later this month,AI_will_
ask Congress to fully fund Head Start for the first time in the:-‘
program's history. Fully funded Head start w111 get at
disadvantaged children early and bring them up to the educational
starting line, right along with advantaged kids who havenft faced
'somelof the same difficulties.f By preparing them for the often
traumatic transition to elementary school it will provide_them
with an equal. shot at receiVing an excellent education.

There are other ways, We must establish and maintain the
highest educational standards.‘ Let our kids know what we expect
from them, ‘and you can- be sure they won't 1et us. down. This-is a
task not only for schools but for parents, too. Dr. King spoke
often of the need to set high standards and stick to them. "We
must constantly stimulate our youth to rise above the stagnant

»level of mediocrity,ﬁ he wrote, "and seek to achieve excellence
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in the1r varioos f1elds of endeavor. stt“asvimportant we must
ensure that our. schools are places where educatlonal excellence:
can be achleved. We must 11berate every last one of them from
the scourge of v1olence and drugs. oo | |
_VBut educatlonal excellence, by itself, isnft enough. Our“

,'cblldren'must emerge<from school into a vibrant‘and growing_
~‘economy. Economic growth, the steady ekpansion of economic
opportunlty for all our citizens, is no less a c1v1l rlghts issue
‘than educatlon. It "makes real- the promlses of democracy." A |
truly‘free marketplace -- free of needless government mandates
and high taxes, free of bureaucrats'vainly trying to pick winners’
" and losers,-- doesn't recognize-skin color or gender or ethnic

_origin.'.It revards.diligence, initiative, perseverance; good
- will. And as Dr. Klng knew, these are qualities’ not restricted to
a few but 11berally granted by God to all hlS children.

There is an unfortunate 1rony‘here, ‘The civil rights
_movement began with the basics -- quality education'and economic
‘opportunlty. hese are the two essential keys to the American
dream of strong families and wholesome communltles. ‘Yet for all
our success in conquerlng the legal barrlers to,equal rights --
:though more work is needed_bere as well -- these basic hopes
remain unfulfllled. our schools fail our,children. Our economyc
doesn't prov1de sufficient opportunlty for all our c1tlzens.

Thls is the unflnlshed bu51ness of civil rights. Our
conntry 1s not yet the "welcome table" Dr. K1ng dreamed it could

be, where all Americans can eat and never be hungry, drlnk and
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never 5egﬁhirstyg Eut_with your confihﬁing commithgnt %nd help,
'we'wiil meet these great. challenges and make real the dream of
Martln Luther King. |
Thank you all, and now I will 51gn the Martln Luther K1ng

- Hbl;day proclamatlon.’
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF
SPEECHWRITING

FROM: NELSON LUND |

ASSOCIATE CO EL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Martin Luther King
Birthday

At the request of Phillip D. Brady, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned remarks. Suggested changes are marked on the
attached hard copy.

Thank you for the opportunity to review these remarks.

Attachment

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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.It'is an honor to stand at'this glorious "liVing’memorial;"
here in Martln Luther Klng = hometown, just steps from his _
,blrthplace and from his pulplt to talk about the promise of his
'llfe. We all know of his eloquence, his "Letter from a -
" Birmingham Jail" and his,"I Have a Dream" speech seared our souls
,with their anguish -and with their hope and love. Dr. King
" articulated the deeper yearnlngs of hls countrymen better than’
any Amerlcan 51nce Lincoln.

- Even so, it is hard for us;'almost_a quarter of'a century
after his_death{'to comprehend fully the hostillty’that
confronted Martin Luther Ring during_his life, or the courage‘

- with which he surmounted hatred and mistrust. We might forget,
too, the ldneliness of his struggle. ' Think of the earlyldays of
'the-civil'rlghts movement uhen'organizers of the'MontgomerY bus
: boycott called him as their leader. ln.his boOk’"Stride'Toward
Freedom" -he wrote of sitting alone at the k1tchen table late one
night durlng that lonely t1me, and saying aloud: "I've come to.
the polnt_where_I can't face ;t alone." But almost at once his
fear and‘uncertainty'began to melt aﬁay; an "inner v01ce," as‘he
called it, spoke to him. It told him'to continue to do what he

knew to be right.:
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r g'u;ﬁwngﬂ'”;fna’ zersrie. Jim_cfow was quite simply un-

AAmeriéan, an insult to the.Aﬁéfican creed):ahd Dr. King knew it;.
But he alsé knew. that if ﬁe expressed thisitruth fdrcéfully,,
in the passioﬁaﬁe language of the Bible and tﬁeIDéclaraﬁion'of |
;ndepéndence; fhe American people WOﬁld dome afbﬁnd; Aﬁd sure
.énough,‘in»time‘most of those legal barfiers he had labored
against caﬁe.tumbling'down; Martiﬁ Luthef King's era. was a
tumuitﬁoﬁ§ period for his couhtf?. ‘To a large extent ﬁe was the
‘.architéct of the best of what was léft.when the_tuhult was |
through. Today we have a béttery of léws dedicated to a
coiqrblind‘America;'we ha§e a-renewéd C6mmitment‘from,goverﬁmént
éo enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps most '
remarkably of all, we've séén a changé in the héarts of many
Américans, who Sét_aside old préjudices'and étefeotyéesftp '
embraée the values Drf King beéeeched us to embraée, the_vélues_
df»tolerance'énd'deCency and mutual respect.

Unfoftuﬁately, we can overétate thié'spiritﬁal change in.ou;
natidnal life, as some are prone to do. Raciém‘and_bigotry, 
5Iind hétred_and.intolerahce'still ekist in our land. Even
Marfin Lﬁther Kihg'szmémbry has been ﬁefvérted'in their.service,;

A recent popular music video ihtersperses footage of Dr. Kind's:
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'.nonViolent“struggle for:equal rights with‘sceneS_of paranilitaryi
assaults and:thejassaSSination of‘public.officials;. | |
| There is no place in Anerica‘for this kind of vulgar'and
outrageousiekploitation. I salute the work of you, Mrs. King,
" and of all your colleagues at the King Center -in tralning young
people in Dr.‘King's principles of nonviolence and peaceful
change. As’president I have dedicated myself and my |
administration to‘rooting out’discrimination wherever it exists.
: We_will.continue“to do so. But the struggle forzcivil rights
‘cannot stop there.A Yes, most of‘the legal barrierslthat blocked
Dr.. King and'other black'Americans for.hundreds of years have
been swept away. But other 1ntractab1e barriers remain.. Even
now, many Americans aren't given a fair chance to make good on
their dreams. |
| In his landmark desegregation”decision,;Brown versus Board
of Education, Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote:."The road to
progress for the victims;of past discrimination is equal and
excellent‘education.ﬁ Can any of us -- within government or
without -~ say that we,have truly cleared this road'to'progress?
Education forms.character, disciplines the'mind,‘and'hestows the-
virtues of citizenship._'it provides the child with the skills
.‘necessary to gain access to the ladder of economic advancement.
Yet this kind of "equal and excellent" education is today beyond
the reach of most of our children. | _

‘That 'is why I have made the top-to-bottom transformation of

American education the priority of this adninistration. Yes, 1tﬂ '



a question’of econemlc!competitiveness in-the'glqbal ecenomy, as
others have said._‘Butfit's something more, too. Martin Luther’
King believed that ciVil rights is at bdttom»abodt equal
'~opportun1ty in thls, ‘the . land of opportunlty That means
educatlonal excellence must be an essent1a1 goal of all who care
_about c1v11 rights. As Dr. Klng h1mse1f~wrote.'ﬁ... educatlon is
_ more than ever the basSport to decent economicfpositioms."

How do we get there°' Here s one way. Last spring, we
launched our comprehen51ve Amerlca 2000 strategy for changlng
Amer;ca{s schools. This was our first goal: By the year 2000,
every American child must startmschool ready-to learn}’
Accordingly, lp-the budget I will submit-later this month, I will
ask congress to fully'fund Head Start'for the first time in the
program' s hlstory. Fully‘funded' Head-start will get at ‘

:dlsadvantaged children early and brlng them up to the educational

lstartlng line, right along with advantaged kids who haven't faced
- somelef the same difﬁiculties. Ey_preparing them-fer tﬁe often

Atraumatie transition to elementary school, it will érovide them.
with an equal shot at receiviﬁgfam.excellent education.x

There are other ways. We must establlsh and maintain the
hlghest educatlonal standards. Let our kids know'&hat we expect -
| from them, and yOu can be sure they won't let us down. This is a
task not only for-schoqls but for parents, too. Dr. King spoke
often of the need to set.'high, standards and stick to them. e
v'must'constantly stimulate our_yomth to_rise'above the stagnant:

level of mediocrity," he wrete, "and seek to achieve excellence-
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in their varlous fields of endeavor. Just as .important, we must_

‘'ensure that our schools are places where educatlonal excellence

can be achleved. We must liberate every last one of them from
the scourge of v1olence and drugs. ,

But. educational excellence, by 1tself 1sn't enough. Our
children must emerge from school 1nto a v1brant and grow1ng

economy. " Economic growth, the steady expansion of economic

' opportunity for all our citizens, is no less a civil rights issue

than education. It "makes real the promises of demoCracy."- A

truly free marketplace -- free of needless government mandates

and high taxes, free of bureaucrats vainly trying to pick winners

‘and losers -- doesn't recognize skin color or gender or ethnic

origin. It rewards diligence,-initiatiVe, perseverance, good

w111 And as Dr. Klng knew, these -are qualities not restricted to

‘a few but liberally granted by God to all hlS children.

There 1s an unfortunate 1rony here. The civil rights

‘ movement began'w1th the'ba51cs - quality¢education and economic -

opportunity. These are‘the two essential keys to the American

géﬂﬂs dream of strong families and wholesome communities.‘ Yet for all

RS

remain unfulfilled.A Our schools fail our children.' Oour economy
doesn't prov1de sufficient opportunity for all our 01tizens.
" This 1is the unfinished.business of civil rights. our

country is not yet the "welcome table" Dr. King'dreamed_it could

Ahe, where-all Americans can eat and nerer»be‘hungry, drink and
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‘'never be thirsty. But with yoUr'cdntinuing commitment and help,'
we will meet these greét challenées and make real the dream of
Martin Luther King. - ‘
Thank you éll, and now I will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday proclamation.
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i THE PRESIDENT: Thank you for that warm welcome, and
thank you, Mr. Hill. And let me just tell you, sir, how pleased I am
to be a part of this program today. It's, of course, a pleasure to
have flown down here and to be at the site of Coretta Scott King and
all this wonderful King family, sitting here, and here. It takes me
back to a couple of other visits to this historic Center that I've
been privileged to make.

With me also today is one well-known to the Atlanta
community; now well-known to the nation =-- our Secretary of HHS, Dr,.
Lou Sullivan. And he is doing a superb job for our nation, and
that's all because he -~ (applause) ~~- and after he heard %Lhe
successtul, wonderful rendition of the Morehouse Glee Club, these
guys that came and swept into Washington at the Kennedy Center Honors
and carried the day in a magnificent national performance, after Lou
heard them here today he now is claiming that he, too, was a member
of the Morehouse Glee Club. (Laughter.)

And when Maynard Jackson, the distinguished Mayor, and
my friend, heard them, he also claims to have been a member of the
Morehouse Glee Club. (Laughter.) 1It's the first time I've heard
this. But nevertheless -- (laughter) -- I salute both of them
and -~ both -- one here in the city of Atlanta, one in Washington,
and, thus, across the nation doing a wonderful job for our country.

Let me just say, flying down here with my dear friend,
Newt Gingrich, who is with us, a member of the United States Congress
-- we talked about the Center and we talked about a lot of things of
national interest. And then I said, well Newt, how's it going in
Georgia? And he said -- and I don't want to get him in trouble
because this is a nonpartisan event -- but he said, Governor Miller
is doing an outstanding job for this state. And, Zell, I'm very
pleased to see you here, sir. (Applause.)

And Reverend Roberts, I appreciate those words. I do
believe that you can't hold this job if you don't look to God for
guidance. I feel strongly about that, and I appreciate those kind
words of guidance in your invocation.

It is for me an honor to stand here at this living
memorial in Martin Luther King's hometown, steps from his birthplace
and his pulpit, to talk about the promise of his life. We all know
of his eloquence ~-- the letter from the Birmingham Jail; and no one
will ever forget the "I Have A Dream" speech -- they moved us with
their hope and love and with the abiding faith that Dr. King had in
the American people. What you have done, Coretta, if I may, with
this glorious living memorial, serves to remind us of the courage
with which Martin Luther King overcame hatred and mistrust. And it's

MORE
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too easy for us, almost a quarter of a century after his death, to
forget the loneliness of that struggle. And think of the early days

of the movement when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott called
him to be their leader. ' 4

In his book, "Stride Toward Freedom," he wrote of
sitting alone at the kitchen table one night during the lonely time
and saying aloud, "I've come to the point where T can't face it
alone." But almost at once, his fear and his uncertainty began to
melt away; an inner voice, as he called it -- an inner voice spoke to
him and it told him to continue to do what he knew to be right. And
because he could exXpress what he knew with such passion and such

eloguence, the American people awakened to the Promise of civil
rights for all.

And today, thanks in large to part to Martin Luther King
Jr.'s work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to a color-blind
America. We have a renewed commitment from government to enforce the
basic rights of its ¢itizens. And I'm proud that two significant
civil rights bills have become law since I was President -- the ADA, |
the Americans With Disabilities Act and the cCivil Rights Bill of '91.

set aside old sterotypes and old prejudices to embrace the values
that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. beseeched us to embrace; the values
of tolerance and decency and mutual respect.

At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the
family. And I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our
conversations together you have stressed the importance of family
life. Barbara and I feel it in our own lives. And think of the
bProblems that afflict so many American communities today --
homelessness and crime and drugs -- and yet, these are not so much
isolated problems as symptoms of one great problem: and that's the
decline of the family. For far too many of our children pass through
life without the goals larger than-themselves, without a sense of
their own worth or the worth of others, without the values that only"-
the love of a parent or a grandparent can instill. :

. Yesterday, purely coin¢identa11y, I met with the mayors
who lead the Natiional League of Cities. And some were from great,
big cities, 1iké Los Angeles; Trenton, New Jersey. Some were from
hamlets and tinﬁ cities -- Plano, Texas, a city of 3,000; another one
in North Carolina. And some were Democrats and some were
Republicans. But every single one of them agreed -- they'd met -
before I met with them -- that the urban problems stem in large part
from the weakening of the family. And this problem, this terrible
weakening of family, is not Just somebody else's problem. It demgnds
something from each of us. : :

Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is called
to serve, regardless of personal circumstances. And each of us can
serve. On the last night of his life, before that terrible day im
Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I do think of often -- visitimg
the Holy Land when he was a young man, with you, Coretta. Happeneed
to travel the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where  the
Good Samaritan stopped, the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. Tthe
road was rocky and full of blind curves. And as he traveled, Dr.
King realized that the reason others failed to stop to help the
stranger was that they were afraid. Others that asked themselves::

If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me? But the Good
Samaritan asked himself: If T don't stop to help this man, what wvill

happen to him? The joy of personal service is that it is open to-
all.

And the other day I met with Magic Johnson in the Ovgl

.Office, and I was impressed with the way that he has now dedicated

his life to others. Not only to those with HIV, but in educating

MORE



those who are at risk. And he's been very honest, been very
forthright about this tragic issue. "He's out there right now
teaching kids that lifestyle matters, lifestyle is important. He's

admitting: Well, I made some terrible mistakes. Now he wants to get
the message out.

And I want to help. I want to use the bully pulpit of
the White House -- continue to use it for that same purpose, to speak
out for strong research so to help people better understand the
disease and to speak out for a change of behavior.

Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, incidentally, as Barbara
and I have done, can't help but be struck by the dedication, the
selfless dedication -- and Lou knows what I'm talking about, Dr.
Sullivan does -~ of the countless doctors and the nurses and the
researchers and the volunteers who understand the human face of AIDS.

And as Barbara holds an AIDS baby in her arms, she's
trying to express that same message ~- the message of compassion and
service. There are so many ways to serve. With her interest in
literacy, she's tried to impress upon people the importance of
reading to kids, broadening their horizons, expanding their young.
minds. And it's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights movement was as basic as can be -- quality education
for all. We've made enormous progress, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriers that blocked

progress for minority Americans.

But let's face it. Regrettably, other kinds of barriers
remain. For instance, the dream of quality education remains an
unfulfilled promise for too many of our children. And now, our
America 2000 eduation program will help lift up thoge kids who have
been left behind.

I want to stop here also to salute two great leaders in
American education ~~ Dr. Keith of Morehouse and Dr. Cole of
Spellman. With leaders like this, we are, in a sense, inspiring new
generations.

And I also want to salute and honor Dr. Gloster, who was
previously the head of this great institution represented here today -
-~ not only by Dr. Sullivan, but by these magnificent young people.

Yes, too much prejudice, racism and anti-Semitism and
blind hatred still exist in our land. Martin preached something
different, but they still exist in our land. Andas President, I'm
trying, and all of us must try and must pledge to root out bigotry
wherever we find it. Speak out in whatever commuhity you are. Every
day, Mrs. King, you and your colleagues here at this Center train
young people that the way to counter hatred and ignorance and :
prejudice i1s peacefully, with nonviolence, with compassion, with love
and service to others. '

oy That is the honorable, noble continujation of your
husband's work. He taught us the difference one‘man can make ig a
country dedicated to the ideals of brotherhood. He saw an America
that was like the welcome table the Spiritual spejaks of where all
Americans can eat and never be hungry, drink and mever be thirsty.

With your continuing commitment and khelp, we will meet
these great challenges and make real the dream of :Martin Luther King.
And thank you all very much, and now it is my hondr for the United
States of America to sign this proclamation. Than}k you. (Applause.)

(The proclamation is signed.) (Applauée.)

END 10:42 A.M. EST
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It is an honor to stand at this glorious "living memorial,"
here in Martin Luther King's hometown, just steps from his
birthplace and from his pulpit, to talk about the promise of his
life. We all know of his eloquence; his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail" and his "I Have a Dream" speech moved us with
their hope and love, and with the abiding faith Dr. King had in
the American people. Aébﬁgﬁy/of\you/thwT/T“had/thE\priviiegg;

What you have done, Mrs. King, with this glorious "living
memorial," serves to remind us of the courage with which Martin
Luther King overcame hatred and mistrust. It is too easy for us,
almost a quarter of a century after his death, to forget the
loneliness of his struggle. Think of the early days of the civil
rights movement, when organizers of the Montgomery bus boycott
called him as their leader. 1In his book "Stride Toward Freedom"
he wrote of sitting alone at the kitchen table late one night
during that lonely time, and saying aloud: "I've come to the
point where I can't face it alone." But almost at once his fear
and uncertainty began to melt away; an "inner voice," as he
called it, spoke to him. It told him to continue to do what he
knew to be right.

And because he could express what he knew with such

eloquence and passion, the American people awakened to the
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promise of civil righfs for all. Today, thanks in large part to
Martin Luther King's work, we have a battery of laws dedicated to
a colorblind America; we have a renewed commitment from
government to enforce the basic rights of its citizens. Perhaps
most marvelous of all, we've seen a change in the hearts of many
Americans, who set aside old pPrejudices and stereotypes to
embrace the values Dr.King beseeched us to embrace, the valuee#§é:
tolerance and decency and mutual respect. .

At the heart of these values, as Dr. King knew, is the
family. I am struck, Mrs. King, by how often in our
conversations together you have stressed the 1mportance of famlly

life. Certainly Barbara and T feel it in our own lives. Thlnkfof.

the problems that afflict so many Amerlcan communities today

=S

homelessness, crime, drugs. Yet these are not so much isolated

problems as symptoms of one great problem, the decline of family.
Far too many of our children pass through life without goals
larger than themselves, without a sense of their own worth or the
worth of others, without the values that only the love of a
parent or a grandparent can instill.

This problem, this terrible diminution of the importance of
family, is not just somebody else's problem; it demands something
from each of us. Martin Luther King taught us that each of us is
called to serve, no matter your personal circumstances. And each
of us can serve. On the last night of his life, before that
terrible day in Memphis, Dr. King told a story that I think of

often. He told of visiting the Holy Land when he was a young
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man, with you, Mrs. King. He happened to travel the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho, the same road where the Good Samaritan
stopped, as the Bible teaches, to help a stranger. The road was
rocky and full of blind curves, and as he traveled Dr. King
realized that the reason others failed to stop to help the
stranger was that they were afraid. Others had asked themselves,
"If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" But the
Good Samaritan asked himself, "If I don't stop to help this man,
what will happen to him?"

The joy of personal service is that it is open to all. The
other day I met with Magic Johnson in the Oval Office, and I was
impressed with the way this man has dedicated himself to others -
= not only those with HIV but in educating those who are at ri;k.
He's been very honest and forthright about the issue. He's out
there right now teaching kids that lifestyle's important. He's
admitted he made some terrible mistakes. But now he wants to get
the message out. I want to use this bully pulpit of the White
House for the same purpose. Anyone who visits AIDS clinics, as
Barbara and I have, can't help but be struck by the dedication of
the countless doctors, nurses, researchers and volunteers who
understand the human face of AIDS. When Barbara holds an AIDS
baby in her arms, she's trying to express that same message --
the message of compassion and service.

There are other ways to serve!ﬁlwith hef literacy program

%LAjyﬁ"ﬂs Barbara has tried to impress upon people the importance of
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minds. 1It's important to remember that one of the first goals of
the civil rights movement was as basic as can be —=- quality
education for all. We have made enormous progress, thanks in.
large part to Martin Luther King, in removing the legal barriere

that blocked progress for minority Americans. But other kinds of

.—i"',.~ -

barriers-temain. The dream of quality education is one of them
It Stlll remalns an unfulfilled promise for too many of our

chlldren. And the hope of economic opportunity -- equal access to

the ladder of American advancement —--

Yes, racism and anti-Semitism and blind hatred still exiégs'

in our land. as president, I have made a pledge to root out
blgotry wherever we find it. Every day, Mrs. King, you and’ zgnz‘
colleagues here at the King Center train young people that th
way to counter hatred and ignorance is peacefully, with non-,u
violence, compassion, love and service to others. It is the
continuation of your husband's work, who taught us.the differeﬂce
one man can make in a country dedicated to the ideals of
brotherhood. He saw an America that was like the "welcome table’
the spiritual speaks of, where all Americans can eat and never“ﬁe
hungry, drink and never be thirsty. With your continuing --;5;'
commitment and help, we will meet these great challenges and make
real the dream of Martin Luther King.

Thank you all, and I now I will sign the Martin Luther King

Holiday Proclamation.



