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December 11, 1991
ATB
Draft One
PRESIDENTIAL TALKING POINTS: EMBASSY GREETINGS
AMERICAN EMBASSY AUSTRALIA
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1992
Thank you. Ambassador and Mrs. Sembler [Betty].. (( Mel, did
"you wear that tie just for me? )) // [Sembler is known for
wearing very loud ties.] [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ]
Barbara and I are very pleased to be here. We are aware of
the hard work that goes into visits like this, especially when
a difficult schedule obliged us to come during the holiday
season. We truly appreciate your commitment and sacrifice.
Barbara and I have served in a Mission far from Washington,
and we are both aware and deeply appreciative of the work ihat
you do =-- both Americans and national stéff ‘== and the
personal sacrifices that are often made by your families.:
Our two countries share many similarities in language, history
and love of liberty and democracy. We are partners in one of
the strongest alliances of this century. We are friends.
Nearly ten years ago, as a "Coral Sea visitor," I planted a
yellow poplar on these grounds as Vice President. I am glad
to see that the tree -- as is the relationship between
Australia and the United States -- is flourishing.
It is an honor for me to be the first person to plant two
trees at the embassy. My sincere hope is that this wisteria
will prosper and flower as a reminder of the mutual benefits

of Australian-American friendship.

Thank you for your wonderful work. May God bless you all.



I want especially to thank the Ambassador [Mel] and Mrs.
[Betty] Sembler for putting us up and for giving this visit
the proper leadership.

I would like to express how much confidence and respect I have
for the foreign service and for those who devote their lives
to serving our nation overseas -- civilian and military. That
goes as well for all who represent the various departﬁents and
agencies of our government. I also am aware of the sacrifices
made by the family members of those employees who leave the
United States.

Without professionalism and dedication at our embassies and
consulates and defense facilities around the world, the United
States would not have the great country that it is. I know
sometimes it seems far away and you wonder ifipeople in the
White House really care about the work you are doing. Barbara
and I have served in an embassy far from Washington, and I
want to say that here stands one who is deeply appreciative

for it all.

In this context, there are some differences, but we should not

let them blind us to the significance of our friendship.

Overriding the bilateral problems that crop up from time to
time is the fact that Australia and the United States "are
staunch friends and everybody here is this embassy has in my

view done something to enhance and contribute to that.



I will make sure this beautiful tree is given some soil, and
we will at least get the chance to say hello. God bless you

all.
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"TALKING POINTS: EMBASSY GREETINGS \ CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1992
0 - THANK YOU. . AMBASSADOR AND MRS. SEMBLER [BETTY].
(C MEL, DID YOU WEAR THAT TIE JUST FOR ME? )) //
[SEMBLER IS KNOWN FOR WEARING VERY Loup TIES.]

0 BARBARA AND I ARE VERY PLEASED TO BE HERE. WE ARE

AWARE OF THE HARD WORK THAT GOES INTO ‘\.IISITS‘ LIKE
THIS.., ESPECIALLY WHEN A DIFFICULT SCHEDULE OBLIGED US
TO COME DURING THE . HOLIDAY SEASON. WE TRULY
APPRECIATE YOUR COMMITMENT AND SACRIFICE.

-2 -

0 BARBARA AND I HAVE SERVED IN A MISSION FAR FROM

WASHINGTON, AND WE ARE BOTH AWARE AND DEEPLY
APPRE‘CI,ATIVE. OF THE WORK THAT YOU DO =~ BOTH AMERICANS

AND NATIONAL STAFF == AND THE PERSONAL SACRIFICES THAT
ARE OFTEN MADE BY YOUR FAMILIES.

0 OUR TWO COUNTRIES SHARE MANY SIMILARITIES IN LANGUAGE,

HISTORY AND LOVE OF LIBERTY AND DEMOCRACY. WE ARE

" PARTNERS IN ONE OF THE STRONGEST ALLIANCES OF THIS
CENTURY. WE ARE FRIENDS. '



A

¢

-3 -

NEARLY TEN YEARS AGO, AsS A "CoraL SEA VISITOR," I
PLANTED A YELLOW POPLAR ON THESE GROUNDS AS VICE
PRESIDENT. I AM GLAD TO SEE THAT THE TREE -- AS IS

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED
STATES -- IS FLOURISHING.

IT IS AN HONOR FoOR ME TO BE THE FIRST PERSON TO PLANT
TWO TREES AT THE EMBASSY. My SINCERE HOPE IS THAT
. THIS WISTERIA WILL PROSPER AND FLOWER AS A REMINDER

OF THE MUTUAL BENEFITS OF AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN
FRIENDSHIP.

-4 -

| THANK YOU FOR YOUR WONDERFUL WORK. MAaY Gop BLESS YOU

- ALL.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
1 DEC20 AB: 49

DATE. 12/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _THURSDAY, 12/19/91 3:00f
PRESIDENTIAL TALKING POINTS: EMBASSY GREETING

SUBJECT: CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA - WED., 1/1/92
ACTION  FYI ' ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT __ HORNER = =
SKINNER _ MCCLURE = O
SCOWCROF — PETERSMEYER O =
DARMAN — = PORTER O O
BRADY = / ROGICH o =
BROMLEY = SMITH O O
CARD — —_— PORTER ROSE | V -
DEMAREST = = =Ll = ¥
FITZWATER = = - O
GRAY O = = =
HOLIDAY , = — =

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,

no later than 3:00 p.m., THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
NSC concurs with noted changes

= MASTER—

Brent Scowcroft PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President

cc: Phillip Brady Bm- and Staff Seé:retafY
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL TALKING POINTS: EMBASSY GREETINGS
AMERICAN EMBASSY AUSTRALIA
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1992
Thank you. Ambassador and Mrs. Sembler [Betty]. (( Mel, did
you wear that tie just for me? )) // [Sembler is known for
wearing very loud ties.] [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ]
Barbara and I are very pleased to be here. We are aware of
the hard work that goes into visits like this, especially when
5 difficult sthedule obliged us to come during the holiday
season. We truly appreciate your commitment and sacrifice.
Barbara and I have.served in a Mission far from Washington,
and we are both aware and deeply appreciative of the work that
you do =-- both Americans and national staff -- and the
personal sacrifices that are often made by your families.
Our two countries share many similarities in language, history
and love of liberty and democracy. We are partners in one of
the strongest alliances of this century. We are friends.
TEN | .

—Nearly -nine-years ago, as a "Coral Sea visitor," I planted a
yellow poplar on these grounds as Vice President. I am glad
to see that the tree =-- as 1is the relationship between
Australia and the United States -- is flourishing.

It is an honor for me to be the first person to plant two -~
trees at the embassy. My sincere hope is that this E—l—n-kt(
wisteria will prosper and flower as a reminder of the mutual

benefits of Australian-American friendship.

Thank you for your wonderful work. May God bless you all.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUAR¥ 1, 1992

Thank you. Ambassador and Mrs. Sembler [Betty]. (( Mel, did

you wear that tie just for me? )) // [Sembler is known for
wearing very loud ties.] [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

Ba;b;ra and I are very pleased to be here. We are aware of

the hard work that goes. into visits like this, especially when

a difficult sthedule obliged us to come during the holiday

.season. We truly appreciate your commitment and sacrifice.

Barbara and I have.served in a Mission_far from Washington,.
and we are both aware and deeply appreciative of the work that
you do -- both Americans and nafional staff -- and the
personal‘sacrifices that are often made by your families.

our two countries share many similarities in language, history

‘and love of liberty and democracy. We are partners in one of'

the stréngeét alliéhces of this century. We are friénds.’
Nearly nine years ago, as a "Coral Sea visitor," I planted a
yellow poplar on these grounds as Vice President. I am_glad
to see that the tree -+ as is the relationship between
Australia and the United>States -- is flourishing.

It is an honor fér me to be the first person to plant two
trees at the embassy. My sincere hope is that this pink
wisteria will prosper and flower as a reminder of the mutual
benefits of Australian-American frigndsﬁip.

Thank you for your wonderful work. May God bless you all.
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