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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 12, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Q

THROUGH: . DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW 75

FROM: . CURT SMITH /

SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

Enclosed are revised remarks (6 minutes) for your Friday,
December 13 National League of Cities' Annual Congress of Cities

‘teleconference. As you will note, we have dropped -- per Roger

Porter -- some language concerning Federal mandates; and added,
at your request, a section on Administration initiatives to help
America's cities.. ’



=

(Smith/Grossman)
December 12, 1991
Draft Five

LEAGUE

fRESIDENTIAL REMARKS : LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
' ' FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one oflmy favorite
cities, New Orleéns. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your'help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. /!l

((I was hoping today to be with you in peréon, but at least
I can séy America has pféduced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the.big screen.)) // |

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failin§ Qrades in education / our-war on drugs, / our defense of
the American faﬁily / and our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to protect American princiéles -- and work to
solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary ﬁeopie, you understand those problems.  You khow them
not from a bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot-seat of an
elected official whose neighbors call to complain about roads /
taxes / fhe police / you name it. // ‘

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on

outside Wéshington, especially for families struggling to make



2

ends meet. I have read the letters of'people feeling the pincﬁi
of a tough économy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you{

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'1ll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // Also, because each additional
billion dollars in manufactured goods and trade means another
20,000 American jobs, I'll continue fighting to crack open
foreign markets to create domestic jobs. I'll take that message
-with me on my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
'everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a numberl
of government péyments that will put $9.7 billién into the
economy durihg the first and second quarters of the fiscal year.
/ I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I will

be signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy

on the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs.
Still, it isn't enough -- we have to build on these

beginnings. So I hope our other initiatives are also helping

you. / For instance, our Administration has boosted state and
local law enforcement funding to $495 million -- that's in

addition to the $250 million in cash and property seized last



o

3

year from drug dealers through the asset forfeiture prbgfam. //
Overall, Federal aid to states and locélities to fight drugs has
grown under this deiniStration to nearly $3 billion a year. //
Our Healthy Start program to cﬁt infant mortality got a big boost
this year -- from $21 million to $65 million. That's also true
for AIDS research and treatment -- under the Ryan White Act, $200
million in AIDS prevention in FY '92 goes directly to cities. l/
I also ask your support of something.which can help every city -
- enterprise zones to unleash a new generation of entreprenéurs.

President Kennedy bnce said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." ‘/ I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
thém with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. // We have learned the wisdom of
keeping government closest to the peoéle. My Administration
wants to give local power and local responsibility to local
officials. We want to free you to do what you do best. //

I want to do my part. To do so, I need yoﬁ: counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutions to old
prbblems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
for the New Amefican Century ahead. // ‘

Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God bless
you, and your families -and this great nation. Now, I'l1l be glad

to answer your questions.

# # # #
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THROUGH; DAVID DEMAREST
. TONY SNOW 75
FROM: CURT SMITH 42?f
' SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGCUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

Enclosed are revised remarks (6 minutes) for your Friday,
December 13 National. League of Cities' Annual Congress of Cities

teleconference. As you will note, we have dropped -- per Roger

Porter -- some language concerning Federal mandates; and added,
at your request, a section on Administration initiatives to help
America's cities.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: | LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

Preéident Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officiais who have enriched
our cities -- énd helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who havé
made it to the big screen.)) //

it is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of .
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //:

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on drugs, / our defense of
the American family / and our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to pfotect American principles -- and work to
solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary’people, you undetstand those probléms. Yéu'know them
‘not from a bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot-seat of an
elected official whose neighbors call to complain about roads /
taxes / the police /-you ﬁame it. //

Hany people wonder how a President can know what goes on

outside Washington, especially for families strﬁggling to make
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ends meet.. I have read the letters of people feeling the pincﬁz
"of a tough.économy. // I have traveled toi48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // Also, because each additional
billion dollars in manufactured goods and trade means another
20,000 Américan jobs, I'll continue fighting to crack open
foreign markets to create domestic jobs. 1I'll take that message
with me on my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I wili make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. /A Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year.
/ I am especially proud’of the transpoftation bill which I will

be signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy

on the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs.
Still, it isn't enoﬁgh -- we have to build on these

beginnings. So I hope our other initiatives are also helping

you. / For instance, our Administration has boosted state and
local law enforcement funding to $495 million -- that's in

addition to the $250 million in cash and property seized last
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year frdm drug dealers through‘thé asset forfeiture-program.‘//
Overall, Federal aid to states aﬁd localities to fight drugs has
grown under this Administration to nearly $3 billion a yeaf. // ,
Our Healthy‘staft program to cut infant mortality got a big boost
this year -- from $21 million to $65 million. That's also true

' for AIDS research and treatment -- under the Ryan White Act, $200
million in AIDS prevention in FY '92 goes directly to cities. //
I also ask your support of something which can help every city -
- entefprise zones to unleash a new generation of entreéreneurs.

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." 7 I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version 6f help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. // We have learned_tﬁe wisdom of
keeping government closest to the people. My Administration
ﬁants to give local power and local reséonsibility to,lgggl
officials. We want to ffee you to do what you do best. //

I want to do my_part. To do so, I need your counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutions to old
problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
for the New American Century ahead. // |

Thank you for what you've done, ahd are doing. God bless
l&ou, and your families and this great nation. Now, I'll be glad

to answer your questions.

¥ # - # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW />
FROM: CURT SMITH&
SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

On Friday, December 13th, at 1:15 p.m., you will participate
in a teleconference with the National League of Cities' Annual
Congress of Cities in Las Vegas, Nevada. Your brief remarks (six
minutes) acknowledge the hard work of America's locally elected
off1c1als, recognlze the economic difficulties many communities are
now experiencing; and emphasize your belief in local solutions to
local problems over federally mandated bureaucratic responses.



(Smith/Grossman)
December 11, 1991
Draft Three
LEAGUE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor 6f one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on drugs, / our defense of
the American family / and our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to protect American principles -- and work to
solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a
bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot-seat of an elected
official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / taxes /
the police / you name it. // And I think you understand that

neither you nor the federal government can solve those problems
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alone. The problems of our cities will never be solved unless
every individual and every institution claim those problems as
their own and make it their mission to solve them.

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially for families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'1l ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // Let me single out one element of
this package that matters to every American City -- enterprise
zones that will unleash a new generation of entrepreneurs.

Also, because each additional billion dollars in
manufactured goods and trade means another 20,000 American jobs,
I'1l continue fighting to crack open foreign markets to create
domestic jobs. 1I'll take that message with me on my upcoming
trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the

economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./
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These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, comﬁerce, and general services.
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I will be
signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on
the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. /] Let's
make sure we maintain both the letter and spirit of the Executive
Order on Federalism -- and draft legislation to halt
inappropriate federal preemption of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

I want to do my part. To do so, I need your counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutions to old

problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
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for the New American Century ahead. //
Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God bless
you, and your families and this great nation. Now, I'll be glad

to answer your questions.

# # # #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW />
FROM: CURT SMITH&3
SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

On Friday, December 13th, at 1:15 p.m., you will participate
in a teleconference with the National League of Cities' Annual
Congress of Cities in Las Vegas, Nevada. Your brief remarks (six
minutes) acknowledge the hard work of America's locally elected
off1c1als, recognlze the economic difficulties many communities are
now experiencing; and emphasize your belief in local solutions to .
local problems over federally mandated bureaucratic responses.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made if to the big screen.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -~ and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on drugs, / our defense of
the American family / and our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to protect American principles -- and work to
solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a
bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot-seat of an elected
official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / taxes /
the police / you name it. // And I think you understand that

neither you nor the federal government can solve those problems



2
alone. The problems of our cities will never be solved unless
every individual and every institution claim those problems as
their own and make it their mission to solve them.

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially for families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // Let me single out one element of
this package that matters to every American City -- enterprise
zones that will unleash a new generation of entrepreneurs.

Also, because each additional billion dollars in
manufactured goods and trade means another 20,000 American jobs,
I'1l continue fighting to crack open foreign markets to create
domestic jobs. 1I'll take that message with me on my upcoming
trip to Asia. // -

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -~ from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the

economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./
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These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I will be

signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on

the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
make sure we maintain both the letter and spirit of the Executive
Order on Federalism -- and draft legislation to halt
inappropriate federal preemption of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

I want to do my part. To do so, I need your counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutions to old

problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
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for the New American Century ahead. //
Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God bless
you, and your families and this great nation. Now, I'll be glad
to answer your questions.

# # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991 - 1:15 p.m.
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ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
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The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

“LpEC T P2 30
Decemi:er 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW / .
FROM: CURT SMITH(-?
SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

On Friday, December 13th, at 1:15 p.m., you will participate
in a teleconference with the National League of Cities' Annual
Congress of Cities in Las Vegas, Nevada. Your brief remarks (six
minutes) acknowledge the hard work of America's locally elected
officials; recognize the economic difficulties many communities are
now experiencing; and emphasize your belief in local solutions to
local problems over federally mandated bureaucratic responses.



[l

(Smith/Grossman)
December 11, 1991
Draft Three
LEAGUE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 'LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Héod, I look
forward to your heipl / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. // 3

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failihg grades in education / our war on drugs, / our defense of
the American family / and our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to protect American principles -- and work to
solve America'sAproblems. //

As the elected bfficiais out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a
bureaucrat{s safe distance but from the hot-seat of an elected
official whose neighbors call to éomplain about roads /‘taxes /'
the police / you name it. // And I.think you understand that

neither you nor the federal government can solve those problems
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alone. The problems of our cities will never be solved unless
every individual and every institution claim those problems as
their own and make it their mission to solye them.

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially for families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth meaeures. // Let me single out one element of
this package that matters to every American city -- enterprise
zones that will unleash a new generation of entrepreneurs.

Also, because each additional billion dollars in
manufactured goods and trade means another 20,000 American jobs,
I'll continue fighting to crack open'foreign markets to create
domestic jobs; I'll teke that message with me on my upcoming
trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7.billion into the

economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./
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These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I will be
signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on

the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
make sure we maintain both the letter and spirit of the Executive
Order on Federalism -- and draft legislation to halt
inappropriate federal preemption of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennédy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." /] I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burdén
them with Washington's version of help.-— taxes, rules,

. regulations, and no money. //
I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. 'We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

I want to do my part. To do so, ;'need your  counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutions to old

problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
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for the New American Century ahead. //
Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God bless
you, and your families and this great nation. Now, I'll be glad

to answer your questions.

# # # #
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December 12, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Q

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW 73

FROM: CURT SMITH ,/

SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

Enclosed are revised remarks (6 minutes) for your Friday,
December 13 National League of Cities' Annual Congress of Cities
teleconference. As you will note, we have dropped -- per Roger
Porter -- some language concerning Federal mandates; and added,
at your request, a section on Administration initiatives to help
America's cities.’
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(Smith/Grossman)
December 12, 1991
Draft Five

LEAGUE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELEACONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping’today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen.)) // |

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -~ even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on drugs, / our defense of
the American family / anﬁ our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to protect American principles -- and work to
solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. You know them
not from a bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot-seat of én
elected official whose neighbors call to complain about roads /
taxes / the police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on

outside Washington, especially for families struggling to make
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ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48_s£ates since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidancé and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // Also, because each additional
billion dollars in manufactufed goods and trade means another
20,000 American jobs, I'll continue fighting to crack open

foreign markets to create domestic jobs. 1I'll take that message

with me on my upcoming trip to Asia. !/

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in nged -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $917 billion into the

economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year.

/ I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I will

be signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy
on the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs.

Still, it isn't enough -- we have to build on these

‘beginnings. So I hope our other initiatives are also helping

you. / For instance, our Administration has boosted state and
local law enforcement funding to $495 million -- that's in

addition to the $250 million in cash and property seized last
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year from drug dealers through:the asset forfeiture program. //
Overall, Federal aid to states and localities to fight drugs has
grown under this Adminiétration to nearly $3 billion a yéar.‘//
Our Healthy Start program to cut infant mortality got a big boost
this year -- from $21 million to $65 million. That's also true.
for AIDS research and treatment -- under the Ryan White Act, $200
million in AIDS prevention in FY '92 goes directly to cities. //
I also ask your support of something which can help every city -
- enterprise zones to unleash a new generation of éntrepreneurs.

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
régulations, and no money. // We have learned the Qisdom of
keeping government closest to the people. My Administration
wants to give local power and local resgonéibility to local
officials. We want to free you t6 do what you do best. //

I want to do my part. To do so, I need your counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutiohs to old
problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
for the New American Century ahead. //

Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God bless
you, and your families and this great nation. Now, I'll be glad
to answer your questions.

# # # #
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QUESTIONS FOR PRESIDENT BUSH AFTER COMPLETION OF HIS REMARKS

Mr. Prasident, more than 20 years ago former President Nixon declared a federal war
on drugs. Three years ago you announced a similar war. Today, the problem of drugs
and drug-related violence is as pervasive as ever. During this entire 20-year perlod,
the federal government has bsen unwilling to send & dime diractly to the front lines
where we must wage the war. In the Gulf War, you went to the front lines to meet
with the troops to ensure that they had the tools and the support to win. Can we
count on you In your new budget and legislative agenda to provide direct assistance
to cities and towns to fight the war on drugs?

[Counclimember Banks is a former member of the NLC Board and serves 8s chair of
NLC’s new Task Force on the Futurs of Youth in Americe’s Citles and Towns which
was established by NLC President Sidney Barthelemy at the beginning of his term.]

Mr. Presidant, many central cities and small rural towns are facing severe fiscal
distress today. Thair tax bases have eroded while poverty, ¢rime, and health care
needs and demands have accelerated. We believe the causes of this fiscal distress

are structural, demographic, and institutional. MW

e o - T er=vEy Ju——
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m Can we pravall upon you to consider an opposlte proposal this year, such as
the House Republican leadership is considering -- to put together a package of federal
relief for unfunded mandates and targeted fiscal assistance to citles and towns?

[Mayor Hundnut is leaving public office after serving four terms as Mayor of
Indianapolis. Before becoming Mayor of Indianapolis, he served as Indlana’s eleventh
district Congressman. He Is a former NLC President and is attending his last Congress
of Clties as an elected official.]
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Revised 12/70/31

1991 CONGRESS OF CITIES
Opening General Session
Fﬁday. Dacember 13, 1991, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Commissioner Glenda Hood, NL{ First Vice President - Presiding

Headtéble Enters and Remains Standing.

__ Commissloner Hood: .
"Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. | am Glenda Hood, City
Commissioner from Orlando, Florida, and First Vice President of the
National League of Cities. Welcomae to the opening general session for the
1991 Congress of Cities. | ask you to please stand for the presentation of
the colors by the the Basic High School drill team and the singing of the
National Anthem,"

High School drill team enters the hall carrying State flags followad by Color
Guard.
P
| will dIn!,Tﬂag and singer will be spotted while National Anthem is

éung.
Commissloner Hood:

"Please remain standing while the Reverand Thomas Unmacht of The
Lakes Lutheran Church delivers the invocation.”

Reverend Unmacht delivers Invocation.

Commissioner Hood thanks Reverend Unmacht.
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___As Color Guard and Flag Bearers exit, Commissloner Hood thanks soloist
Julle Harmris, Personnel Assistant in the Clty of Lss Vegas Human
Resources Department and the "Marching Cowboys™ from Chapparal
{"shapparel”) High Sehool who provided entertainment befora the session
began,

Color Guard and Youth Exit. Lights come up.

————

____Commissionar Hood:
"Please be seated. We have a vary exciting program this morning to kick
off this 68th Annual Congress of Cities., We will hear from NLC President
Sidney Barthelemy as he wraps up his year at the helm of NLC, followed
by a keynote speech from Lamar Alexander, secretary of the U.S.
Department of Education. The session will conclude with President Bush
addressing the delegates by live teleconference from the White House. |
would like to bagin by introducing the headtable. | ask that you hold your
applause until each group has been introduced.” |

Sen Headtable Introduction Cards

. Introduce Officers and Past Presidents.
Introduce the NLC Board of Directors.
ldtroduce Special Guests (3).

introduce Don Borut, Executive Director.

S SIS

Introduce Reverend Unmacht.
(Note: Mayor Jones of Las Vegas, Governor Miller of Nevada, and
Secretary Alexander will not be introduced hers.)
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___Commissionar Hood introduces Mayor Jan Jonas for Host City Welcome
Commissioner Hood:
It is my pleasure to introduce to you the Mavor of Las Vegas, Jan Laverty
Jones, who is NLC's host for 1921 Congress of Cities. Mayor Jones was
glected in May of this year -- her first attempt at running for public office.
During her gix months as Mayor of Las Vegas, she has been a étrong,
cemmitted, and outspoken leader of her city. Despits her short tenure as
an elected official, she has also been a strong supporter of NLC In general
and of this confarence in particular. Please join rme in welcoming Mayor
Jan Jones,

_.Mayor Jones gives Hest City Welcome and lmmduces Nevada Governcr
Robert Milier for a briaf welcome.

Commmissioner Hood thanka Mayor Jones and Governor Milier.

—..Commissionar Hood prasents NLC President's Awards ts two NLC Past -
Presidents who are leaving offica.

Attachment 1: Im;raduction of Mayor William Hudnut who will receive his
award first. (Note: Mayor Hudnut will give brief thank you.)
Attachment 2: Introduction of John Fousakis who will receive his award
after Mayor Hudnut.(Notg: Mayor Rousakis wil give brief thank you.)

Commissioner Hood intraduces President Bartheiemy.
Attachment 3: Introduction of Mayor Bartheiemy.

Mayor Barthelemy gives the Presidant’s Address.
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Commissloner Hood thanks Mayor Barthelerny for his remarks and for his
leadership this year.

Commissioner Hoed introduces Education Secretary Lamar Alexander.
Attachment 4: Introduction of Lamar Alexander.

| Eeacretary Alexander spesks.

Commissioner Hood thanks Secrstery Alaxander.

~>  [NOTE TIME ESTIMATE - LIVE TELECONFERENCE TO BEGIN AT 10:15 A.M., STAFF
WILL MONITOR THE TIME/HOOK UP. SECRETARY ALEXANDER IS AWARE OF THE
SCHEDULE AND WILL TAILOR HIS REMARKS TO WORK WITHIN THE SCHEDULE.]

. Commissioner Hood Intreduces live tslaconfersnce.
Commissicner Hood:
"It is my privilege to introduce The Prasident of the United States who will |
address this group by live teleconference from the White House. Mr.
President, we weicome you by sateilite to the opening session of our 68th
Annual Congress of Cities. We have nearly 4,000 officials from cities and
towns throughout the country here this morning who are looking forward
to your remarks. Mr. President...

—._Presidant Bush speaks for approximately 15 minutes.

___Prasident rasponds to {wo preparad questions from representatives of NLC:
(Note: questions will be dalivered from ssbarate podium on the ieft side of
the stage, CQuestioners will introduce thernselves to the President.}

# Carolyn Long Banks, Councilmember from Atlanta, GA, will ask the first
gquestion.
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b
® |ndianapolis Mayor William Hudnut will ask the second question.

___Commissioner Hood thanks the President on behalf of the delegates.

___ Commissioner Hood providas closing anncuncements.
Commissioner Hood:
The first set of concurrent workshops will begin in the convention center
in abeut 15 minutes after this session adjourns. | encourage all of you to
attend as many of these workshops as possible during the next three days
to gain new ideas and new perspectives. | also encourage you to take
time to get to know elected officials from other parts of the country while
you are here.. The member program committee that planned this
conference for you wanted to place particular emphasis on welcoming
newcomers to the NLC family. All first time attendees are wearing green
ribbons -- so be sure to extend a warm welcome. Thank you very much,
e Yare WAt 4 m.wh';'--;- awierds  [uriche e, bﬁ%[y 7
—Headtahlg Exits and Session Adjourns.
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- Bevised 12/10/91
ATTACHMENT 1: INTRODUCTION OF MAYOR WILLIAM HUDNUT

| HAVE THE VERY UNIQUE PRIVILEGE TODAY OF ACKNOWLEDGING TWO
OUTSTANDING LEADERS OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES WHO ARE
LEAVING PUBLIC OFFICE AND, THEREFORE, ENDING THEIR "OFFICIAL"
RELATIONSHIP WITH NLC. THOSE OF YOU WHO KNOW THESE TWO
LEADERS, HOWEVER, RECOGNIZE THAT THEY WILL NEVER LEAVE THE NLC
FAMILY BECAUSE OF THE ENORMOUS IMPACT THEY HAVE HAD ON ALL OF
US AND ON THE ORGANIZATION.

WILLIAM P. HUDNUT 1}l IS COMPLETING HIS FOURTH TERM AS MAYOQOR OF
INDIANAPOLIS, WHERE HE 1S KNOWN TQO MOST EVERYONE AS "MAYOR
BILL." UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, MORE THAN $4 BILLION HAS BEEN
COMMITTED TO DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE 1990s.
DURING A PERIOD OF ENORMOUS GROWTH IN HIS CiTY, BILL HAS HELPED
INDIANAPOLIS MAINTAIN A "SMALL TOWN" FEEL BY PLACING EQUAL
EMPHASIS ON NEIGHBORHOOD PROGRAMS. HE HAS DESCRISED HIS
VISION FOR INDIANAPOLIS AS A CITY THAT IS BOTH ECONOMICALLY

COMPETITIVE AND COMPASSIONATE TOWARD URBAN AND HUMAN
PROBLEMS."

BEFORE TAKING THE HELM [N INDIANAPOLIS, BILL SERVED AS INDIANA'S
ELEVENTH DISTRICT CONGRESSMAN. HE ALSQ HAD A LONG CAREER AS

A MINISTER SERVING CHURCHES IN BUFFALO, NEW YORK AND ANNAPOLIS
MARYLAND EEFOHE COMING TO INDIANAFOLIS IN 1963.

HE WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF NLC IN 1880. HE HAS GIVEN HI§ TIME
AND ENERGY TO THIS ORGANIZATION IN THE SAME WAY HE COMMITTED
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HIMSELF TO THE CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS. WE HAVE ALL BENEFITTED FROM
HIS DEDICATION AND HIS VISION.

BILL, PLEASE JOIN ME AT THE PODIUM AS | READ THE INSCRIPTION ON
THIS NLC PRESIDENT'S AWARD:
- (attached)
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, Ms;dent's Award

&5t
.‘Yi‘ -

A “\ ».’.“" st energy and spirit

s EReﬂect the extraordinary vitality

A .. He has kindled and cultivated
SRS Throughout his city.

He has found and fashioned solutions

That combine the leadership of a mayor,

5 The compassion of a minister,

Azzd the persuasiveness of an entrepreneur.

"% He.has championed participation,

. Giving attention and opportunity to diversilty.

. st commitment to Hometown America

: »‘.."'“ - Has infused countless others -

te i o With a vision of what is possible

iRy ’&';,"".And the courage to attempt it.

If wat

» .f; Presented on the occasion of the
e 68th Annual Congress of Cities

Executive Director
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ATTACHMENT 2: INTRODUCTION OF JOHN ROUSAKI®E  Ravised 12/7/81

JOHN P. ROUSAKIS 1S COMPLETING HIS FIFTH TERM AS MAYOR OF HI$
HOMETOWN -- SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. SAVANNAH HAS EXPERIENCED
DRAMATIC ECONOMIC GROWTH UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, AND THE CITY
HAS IN FACT BECOME A TEXTBOOK ON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT FOR
AMERICAN CITIES. | |

IN ADDITION TO HIS UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO THE CITY OF
SAVANNAH, JOHN HAS DEDICATED HIMSELF TO SERVING THE NATION'S
CITIES AND TOWNS THROUGH LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN BOTH THE
GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION AND THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES.
DURING HIS TENURE AS GMA PRESIDENT, HE WAS A LEADING FORCE
BEHIND THE ADOPTION QF THE ORIGINAL LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX
LEGISLATION WHICH HAS PROVIDED WELCOME PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR
MARNY OF GEORGIA'S TAXPAYERS. HE WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF NLC
IN 1879 AND PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF FEDERAL
POLICIES DEALING WITH URBAN PROBLEMS .

HE HAS SERVED NLC IN ALMOST EVERY LEADERSHIP CAPACITY FOR MORE
THAN 20 YEARS. DURING THOSE YEARS, WE HAVE COME TO KNOW JOHN
FOR HIS EASY GOING STYLE, HIS SOUTHERN CHARM, AND HiS DELIGHTFUL
SENSE OF HUMOR. | KNOW MANY OF YOU CAN RECALL EVENTS DURING
THE PAST 20 YEARS MARKED BY THE JOHN RQUSAKIS TOUCH. HE CARES

ABOUT NLC AND WE CERTAINLY CARE ABOUT HIM AND APPRECIATE THE
ENORMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS HE HAS MADE.

JOHN, WILL YOU PLEASE JOIN ME AT THE PODIUM AS | READ THE
INSCRIPTION ON THIS NLC PRESIDENT'S AWARD: (attachead)
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| NationalLeague of i'ties
President's Award
2 JOHNP.ROUSAKIS

[ By regarding no challenge -
afi As too great

v | And considering no injustice
if W As too trivial,

2 Ey He has defined the essence
) o Of leadership in public office.
With a vision that has
b , Fostered rejuvenation and preserved the heritage
8 N Of his vibrant and historic city,

[, ‘
i - He has demonstrated the concept
p ' - Of Urban Conservation.

hi | His deep love for his city and its people

- | Is matched by his service to Hometown America
n ) ~ As a leader, mentor, and steadfast friend.

i»,‘l‘ Y '

.,‘ . .

N

. . B  Presented on the occasion of the |
& N 68th Arinual Congress of Cities
e Las Vegas, December 1991

W RN PV b

Executive Director
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ATTACHMENT 3: INTRODUCTICN OF MAYOR BARTHELEMY

ITIS NOW MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE ANOTHER NLC LEADER-
- OUR CURRENT PRESIDENT SIDNEY BARTHELEMY. AFTER A YEAR OF
OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP ON BEHALF OF CITIES AND TOWNS ACROSS
THE COUNTRY, HE REALLY NEEDS NO INTRODUCTION TO THIS GROUP.

HE IS NOW SERVING HIS SECOND TERM AS MAYOR OF NEW ORLEANS -

THE CITY WHERE HE WAS 'BOHN, HAS LIVED HIS ENTIRE LIFE, AND BEEN
INTIMATELY INVOLVED IN LEADERSHIP ROLES FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS,

HE HAS ALSO BEEN A DEDICATED LEADER WITHIN NLC FOR MANY YEARS
INCLUDING SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AS CO-CHAIR OF THE
INTERNATIONAL TASK FORCE, AND VICE CHAIR OF THE COMMUNITY AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE.

SINCE HiS ELECTION AS NLC PRESIDENT LAST YEAR IN HOUSTON, HE HAS
BEEN A VIGILANT AND VISIBLE LEADER DURING WHAT HAS BEEN A
DIFFICULT YEAR FOR THE NATION'S CITIES AND TOWNS. TODAY HE WILL
REFLECT ON THE RESULTS OF HIS YEAR AND SHARE WITH US HIS -
CONTINUING VISION FOR CITIES AND TOWNS,

PLEASE JOIN ME IN WELCOMING OUR PRESIDENT SIDNEY J. BARTHELEMY.
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ATTACHMENT 4: INTRODUCTION OF LAMAR ALEXANDER

I AM PLEASED Tb TNTRODUCE THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR THIS MORNING'S
OPENING SESSION: THE HONORABLE LAMAR ALEXANDER, WHO IS SECRETARY
OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

SECRETARY ALEXANDER IS RELATIVELY NEW TO THIS CURRENT POST,
HAVING BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE U.S. SENATE IN MARCH OF THIS YEAR.
HOWEVER, HE IS8 NOT NEW TO EDUCATION.

BEGINNING IN JANUARY 1988, HE SERVED THREE YEARS AS PRESIDENT OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE WHERE HE RECRUITED STRONG NEW LEADERS
TO ASSIST KIM AND WHERE HE LAUNCHED AN AMBITIOUS FIVE-YEAR PLAN
FOR THE UNIVERSITY.

FROM 1979 TO 1987 SECRETARY ALEXANDER WAS GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE.
AS CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNORS’ ASSOCIATION, HE LED THE
50~-8TATE SURVEY, "TIME FOR RESULTS." 1IN 1988, THE EDUCATION
COMMISSION GAVE HIM THE JAMES B. CONANT AWARD FOR "DISTINGUISHED
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION."

SECRETARY ALEXANDER IS A PHI BETA KAPPA GRADUATE OF VANDERBILT
UNIVERSITY AND WAS A LAW REVIEW EDITOR AT NEW YORK UNIVERSITY LAW
SCHOOL.
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BESIDES HIS VOCATION IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE, HE IS8 A CLASSICAL AND
COUNTRY PIANIST AND THE AUTHOR OF THREE BOOKS IRCLUDING "SIX
MONTHS OFF," THE STORY OF HIS FAMILY'’S ‘ESCAFE’ TO AUSTRALIA

AFTER EIGHT YEARS IN THE TENNESEEE GOVERNOR’S MANSION.

WE, AS LOCAL OFFICIALS, KNOW THAT EDUCATION OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE
IS VITAL TO THE HEALTH AND VITALITY OF OUR COMMUNITIES. WE KNOW,
AS THE NLC TAéK FORCE ON CITIES’ ROLES IN EDUCATION SAYS, THAT
’EDUCATION IS EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS.Y THEREFORE, WE ARE VERY
PLEASED THAT THE NATION’S TOP EDUCATOR iS HERE TODAY TO SHARE HIS
PLANS FOR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION AND TO
ENCOURAGE US IN OQUR EFFORTS TO BE INVOLVED IN EDUCATION.

PLEASE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO SECRETARY ALEXANDER.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

IpOEGAL: B8 ¢ Joby

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER f%/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: League of Cities
Teleconference

We have reviewed the attached remarks and have noted
several suggested changes on the draft. In particular, we
recommend deleting the paragraph at the bottom of page two and
the top of page three as well as the first two sentences of the
second full paragraph on page three.

While we fully support the Executive Order on Federalism
and limiting Federal mandates, we have already advanced some
initiatives, such as in medical malpractice, food safety, and
product liability that involve forms of Federal preemption.
Moreover, we will likely include other measures along similar
lines, as part of our health reform initiatives. The text
reads smoothly with these deletions.

I have discussed this with Dick Darman who concurs. If
you have any questions, please let us know.

cc: Phillip D. Brady



: Document No. a O\ \ _j % \
i

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

s
DATE: 12/9/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: TUESDAY, 12/10/91 5:00pm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
SUBJECT FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT - HORNER = =
SUNUNU - = MCCLURE v
SCOWCROFT solillen PETERSMEYER O O
DARMAN Vv o’
BRADY - v @ =
BROMLEY o = v =
CARD — V MCBRIDE O —/
DEMAREST v = SHOon | v
FITZWATER - e O O
GRAY &« = = =
HOLIDAY 2/ — - =
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 5:00 p.m., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



(Smith/Grossman)
December 6, 1991
Draft Three
LEAGUE
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I 1look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that
just when you thought you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a speech.)) // .

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -~ even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute youf”
EFFoRTS IV ConaBATIAIG; THE PRoBLpvmg FACING OUR NRTIoN.
soldiers on the front lines. A //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on poverty,-aﬁé?gur

defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs

THE  IrapeTiiBE O
ané—pevef%yéz You know-why—we_m&s%—efusadeuﬁempfe%eeﬁpAmerican
L APPREUATE THE HAED WORIC BEEdWRSH :
principles -- .andYwerk®to solve America's problems. //

As the elected dffiéiafs out there hearing the needs of
ordinafy people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a

bureaucrat's safe»distance but the hot-seat of an elected
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official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / no trash
pick=-up / fhe police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a Président can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families strugglinglto make
ends meet. I have read the letters of'people feeling the pinch
of a ﬁough economy. // I have tfavéled to 48 states siﬁce
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have 1istened!to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

| When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. fhat's especially
true of my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting

unemployment checks out to easiﬁg the credit crunch. / Already,

Femst

we have taken steps to ﬁéip those ih need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

. These steps include government programs in agriculture,-$njL~'
housing, defeﬁse, transportation, commerce, and general services.

i am especially proud of the transportation bill which I have

signed thatlwill keep our traffic on the move and our economy on

the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

57/Tee~o£$ea7—fedefai—haﬁéeuts—c?me—at%ae%ed—with—%tsiégs—of
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President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden

them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,

regulations, and no money. //

///7///washingLgn_bureauc:atsT—f#——ﬂﬁrﬂnn?ﬂmever—werkedT // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility

to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //.

What America needs is government helping peop;e help
themselves. // Let us use that philosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can-we prepare our cities and our‘
country for the New American Century ahead. !/

I want to help. To do so, I need yéur counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God

.bleés the United States of America.

FOFOFF
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WHIT@%%U%% .S’}U:FFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 12/9/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE 8Y: TUESDAY, 12/10/91 5:00pm

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT - HORNER —

H SUNUNU = = MCCLURE Vv

ﬁ SCOWCROFT = = PETERSMEY -
DARMAN Vv = PORTER v =
BRADY - @ ROGICH 7 —
BROMLEY o = SMITH v -
CARD — V MCBRIDE . —/ ”
DEMAREST v = SHOW -
FITZWATER - o =
GRAY o = = =
HOLIDAY Z - =

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 5:00 p.m., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

g

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKSi LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFEREN(SE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look'
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have'enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has producéd two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that
just when you thouglht you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a speech.)) // |

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

7 Yo@ the front lines of our assault on falllng scores.and
;‘.ailing grades in educatlon / our war on & and our
defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs-
zum&-perrty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
principles -- and work to solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out.the;e hearing the needs of
‘ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community} // You know them'noé from a

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected
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fflcial whose neighbors call to complain about roads / no trash
____._..‘-ﬂ

pick-up / the police / you-—Reme-ik. //
- i
Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on

outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet.» I have read the letters of people fgeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming fresident: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.
When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,

I'1l ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough

"to focus on America'!s interest, and enact a common-sense series
—_— e 14

of economic growth measures. // I'11 continue fighting to s

open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's especially
;;Gé of my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencieé do
everything they can to help the péople--- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
6£ government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.
I am especially proud. of the transportation bill which I have

signed that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on

the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of



3
red tape. .Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
put teeth into the Executive Order on Federalism -- and‘draft
—_— -
legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
_responsibilities. / .And-let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //
President Kennedy once said, "We wi;l neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." [/ I
/ do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I inten&‘io burden
them with Washington'S‘vereion of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. //
I mean manaéement by mandate -- fhe favorite tool of

——————

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Adminiétration wante/f//give local gower'and local responsibility
= to égficlals g}ﬂtest\to the,scéwe:— You knew*§662'32275' = Yo
' = aketsense;;ﬂﬁf’/;£ to free you to do what

do bestva/

ghb;’Kﬁe;;;;t;egggsistDVEfnment hefg;ngapeopig,hei””

-¢themselves——#7= Let us use that phllosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New American Century ahead. //

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank yoﬁ_for what you've done, and are deing. God
bless the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look

forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched

our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have

made it to the big screen. //

((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that

just when you thought you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along

I come to make a speech.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you

soldiers on the front lines. //

W ,wxéyy You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
O  ——

A WV failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our

o :gyy) defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs
O\

whN? A e

ol nglxw}and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
W - _

& )
ﬁ\%\ﬁiuw“brinciples -- and work to solve America's problems. //

A
\.

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected
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official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / no trash
pick-up / the police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'1l ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures.,// I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to cre;ig domestic jobs. That's especially
true of my upcoming trip to Asi;;‘77”\/fhid hHMPuQxZ@%ﬂ)‘B

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the cfedit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

These steps inélude government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I have
signed that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on

the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
put teeth into the Executive Order on Federalism -- and draft
legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, a d no money. //

l&b,ggiggat by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

What America needs is government helping people help

themselves. // Let us use that philosophy to find new solutions

to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New American Century ahead. //

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God
bless the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidénts in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking thét
just when you thought you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a speech.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annﬁal congress 6f
Cities =-- even if it is by video hook-up -- and fo salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

‘'You man the front lines of our assault on failing scores and
failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our
defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs
and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
principles -- and work to solve America's problems. //

‘As the elected officials out there héaring the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
" neighborhood -- four community. // You know them not from a .

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected



2
official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / no trash
pick-up / the police / you name it. //
Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet. Ilhave read the letters of people feeling the pinch

of ough-economy. [/ I have traveledto 48 states since

becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.

I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

6Q\ - When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
F»UA I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series

of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack

(7

'
( open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's especially

éft ue of my upcoming tr1p to A51a. //

——Q\

/ ) In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
] everything they can to help the people -- from getting
’//// ( unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
e have taken steps to help those in need -~ speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
Y economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./
C These steps inélude government programs in agriculture, in
\ “/’hou51ng, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.
\/U I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I have |
signed that wili keep our traffic on the move and our economy on
the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of

—
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the feder§1 government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
put teeth inﬁo the Executive Order on Federalism -- and draft
legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
responsibilities. /- And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, QWe will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxeé, rules,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandaté -- the favorite tool of
Washington bureaucrats. /7 It has never worked. // My
Administration wants to give local power and ldcal respénsibilitx
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
yoﬁ do best. //

What America needs is government helping people help
themselves. // Let us use that phiiosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New American Century ahead. //

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God
bless the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((Oon the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that.
just when you thought you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a speech.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our
defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs
and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
principles -- and work to solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected



© X%

2
official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / no trash
pick-up / the police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders 1like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'l1]l ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's especially
true of my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.

I am_especially proud of the transportation bill/which I have

signed at will keep our traffic on the move and our'economy on

the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
put teeth into the Executive Order on Federalism -- and draft
legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
"do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

What America needs is government helping people help
themselves. // Let us use that philosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New American Century ahead. //

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God
bless the United States of America.

# & # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF

SPEECHWRITING
FROM: NELSON LUND
ASSOCIATE GOUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: League of Cities
Teleconference

At the request of Phillip D. Brady, I have reviewed the captioned
remarks. I telephoned Jennifer Grossman with the changes marked
on page 3 of the attached hard copy of the draft remarks.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: Phillip D. Brady

Attachment
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own bu51ness - 1nstead o ecturln u on yours. / Let's
Spame Suke w&ww § 5 Phes g"?

putfeetirInto the Executlve Order 6n Federalism -- and draft
legislation to haigy;gﬁeral preemptiong)of your rights and
‘responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
oﬁr peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, ruies,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local respansibilitx
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problemé. You
know what solutions make sense. 'We want to free you to do what

" you do best. //

What America needs is government helping people help
themselves. // Let us use that philosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New American Century ahead. //

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God
bless the United States of America.
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? FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

. /
e
President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite

cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look

forward to your wisdom, and your counsel. / Most of all, it's
N (e, A A eone - t thir‘ Uiea au

great to talk with men and women who knowT~HS‘Hﬁ”5ﬁ6Téﬁt‘poet
Wy said, "What is the city but the people?" //

/

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but Barbara
reminded me I have to get back to the department store to finish

o my Christmas shopping. // She's so subtle: When I was going

dop

7fﬁ5 /v) % through my briefing papers, I came across a catalogue.)) //

,111hl \ i
%#ﬁ“' L Today, let me -brief¥y¥ catalogue what an honor it is to be & ;7 74
, ] iy herntl
,/ /}/4 4o .

5 part of this year's NLC Annual Congress of Cities -- and to
Lyl
j,7ﬂ/5n7 salute you soldiers on the front lines. //
J M , :

i ﬁ :

”w<¢; You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and

failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our

defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs

and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American

principles -- and solve America's problems. // & *“;;:)//
As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of

hi#ﬂ - ordinary people, you understand those problems ‘as few Americans
4

/VA;” do. // You know them not from a bureaucrat's safe distance but
W .

;%f{bjl the courageous embattled position of public servants whose

N ” ;'7‘

=bz“ neighbors call to complain about the here -- and now. //
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Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.
I am concerned, and want to help. // I also need your help. //

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack

open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's espec1ally

—— © S WA zep>
/,. WWL) 0 ’LA Av\"\'

true of my upcoming trip to Asia. // e Sy mgahBe
[~ A U
In the meantime, I will make sure ;;;;\Sﬁr\ggenc1es do
everything they can to help the people -- from geEEng

unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. /‘ I have

‘also signed a transportation bill that will keep our traffic on

the move and our economy on the rise -- building roads, fixing
bridges, and creating jobs. //
Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of

vt s
red tape, and unfunded federal mandates offer empty promises. //

il _
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o
f ok

;Pé Neg Aplt

I say¢) It is-time for hand-up - not hand-out ~// I want the
/

~

: federal goVernment to tend to its own Eu51ness, not lecture you

on yours. So I reaffirm my 1nt nt to put teeth into the

Executlve Order on Federallsmf-— and draft legislation to halt
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3
stop unfunded federal mandates. //
President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." /
kC7What is true in his time -- is even more true in ours. //
/' So let us understand that the crises of our cities transcend

/ the narrow borders of partisan politics and special interests. //

Management ‘;;;;€;t§i>Wash1ngton bureaucracies long ago
Ly - W /\'F//u,’/’(f p{/,u‘/« ’ }/,

outlived its relevance< lﬂﬂ{)qf FV< en 85 A M/rvvf 7

Let us, finally, forge a new pa'fnership -- finding new \ /(i
wnﬁyaﬂﬁfﬁ

solutions to old problems -- and so prepare our cities and ou FM;

country for the New American Century ahead. // & Nw’/7a” ?
,(ﬂ/ #5, wns: -
Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God bless}/ N Jocal

/
the United States of America. V' pouds - S
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that
just when you thought you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a speech.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our
defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs
and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
principles -- and work to solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your
neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected
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official whose neighboré call to complain about roads / no trash
pick-up / the police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
‘ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's especially
true of my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need - speeding up a number
Aof government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

These steps include government programs iﬁ agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general segvices.
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which'g—-ga‘:&‘ej?e‘
signggathat will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on
the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal governmenf tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Lét's
put teeth into the Executive Order on Federalism -- and draft
legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neélecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations} and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

What America needs is government ﬁelping people help
themselves. // Let us use that philosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New.American Century ahead. //

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God
bless the United States of America.

£ # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((T was}hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((On the other h , I imagine some of you are thinking that

just when you t ght you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along

I come to maKe a eech.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our
defense ?f the American family / and our battle against drugs
and ﬁgilﬁgﬁ You know why we must crusade to protect American
principles -- and work to solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They affect your

neighborhood -- your community. // You know them not from a

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected
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official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / -no—trash"
-pick-up- / the police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

Wwhen I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'1l ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enocugh
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's especially
true of my upcoming trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -~ from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I have
signed that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on
the rise -- building rcads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
{'7 put teeth into the Executive Order on Federalism =-- and draft
N legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of
Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My
Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problems. You
know what solutions make sense. We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

What America needs is government helping people help

T want NAO?PM To do S@4 L hweed 4qou,r Counsel, and You— wLsdom .

.
themselves. A /so,Letus, T e to find new solutions

to old problems Oonly then can we prepare our cities and our

country for the New American Century ahead. //

wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. mGod

blessv
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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office. fThank you,

RESPONSE: am e ey, Y _Vé
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:  LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991
President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of °ne of my favorite
Citieg, New Orleans, / Incoming President Glenda Hocd, I look
forﬁard to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- anq helped our cities enrich Aperica, //
((I ﬁ;s hoping today to be with you in person, bhut at least
I can say America has produced two Prgsidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen, //
((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that
Just when you thought you'§ get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a Speech.)) //
It iz an honor te jein this Year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hock=-up «- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines.
l/ You ﬁ‘?nﬁ"’%ﬁ'@‘ﬁg?s of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / eur war on poverty, and our
defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs
and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
principlee ~- ang work to solve Americatg RProblems, //
. As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
'ordinary peopla, you un&erstand those probilems. They affect your
naighbbrhood =< Your community, // You know them not from a

b//, bureaucrat's safe distance but1the.hot-aeat of an eiected

fom
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official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / ne trash
pick-up / the police / you name it. //

Many people wonder how a.President can know what goes on
cutside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends méet, I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough économy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
bsconing President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in & few veeks,
I'1ll ask Congrsss to lay aside partigan interest Just long encugh
to focus on Amarica's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of accnomic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's egpacially
true'of my wpcoming trip to asia, /l/

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agenciesz do
everything they can to help the people--- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the ecredit crunch. / Already,
W8 have taken steps to help those in need ~= speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9 7 billian into the
economy during the first and secend quarters of the fiscal year,/

These steps include government programs in agriculture, in

qu lh housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.

I am especially proud of the transportation bil} E;ich I have
ﬂ?%% U/;ig?§§Zthat Will keep ocur traffic en the move and our economy on
P

o

Y
i " the rige -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. /;
W" '

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of

a.s
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
its own business ~~ instead of lecturing you on yours. / | Let's

put teeth into the Pxe (. order on Federalism =- and draft

4 responsibilities. / And let's Stop unfunded federal mandates, //

Pregident Kennedy once said, "we wili neglect our cities at
our peril, for in heglecting them we heglect the nation." / I
do not intend to nogiect our cities., Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help =-- taxes, rules,
.regulétions, and no money. // |

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite toel of

. Washington bureaucrats. // It has pever worked. /! My

Administration wants to give local power and local respongibility
to officlals closest to the scene. You know your Problems. You
know what solutions make sense, We want to free you to do what
you do bést. //

wﬁat America needs is government heiping.people help
themselves. // Let us use that philosephy to £ind new solutions

to 0ld problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our

.¢country for the New American Century ahead. //
I want to help. 7o do 80, I need your tounsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. Ged

bless the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
SUBJECT: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991
ACTION  FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT = HORNER O
SUNUNU O = MCCLURE Vv
SCOWCROFT O PETERSMEYER O O
DAR . = PORTER O
BRADY g - ROGICH v =
BROMLEY O = SMITH v O
CARD - V MCBRIDE O 7
DEMAREST v oLl - v
FITZWATER - O O Y
GRAY 7 - -
HOLIDAY { O - O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 5:00 p.m., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: A/X:Z;Z/ C{V74(/<%C£%¢”ZE

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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' PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

Presi&ent Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help: / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I waé hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen. //

((On the other hand, I imagine some of you are thinking that
just when you thought you'd get through Friday the 13th OK, along
I come to make a speech.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congfess of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up. -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on poverty, and our
defense of the American family / and our battle against drugs
and poverty. You know why we must crusade to protect American
principles -- and work to solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of .
ordinary people, you understand those prdblems; They affect your
neighborhood -- yoﬁr coﬁmunity. // You know them not from a

bureaucrat's safe distance but the hot-seat of an elected
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official whose neighbors call to complain about foads / no trash
pick~up / the police / you name it. // '

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially to families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'll ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // I'll continue fighting to crack
open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. That's especially
true of my upcoming trip to Asié. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the
economy during the first and second quafters of the fiscal year./

These steps include government programs in agriculture, in

housing, defense, transportation, commerce, and general services.

wsl\
I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I-havé— koeb

sigﬂgg?that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy'on
the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //.

Too often, federal handouts come attached with strings of

v
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red tape. Well, let's make sure the federal government tends to
. its own business -- instead of lecturing you on yours. / Let's
put teeth into the Executive Order on Federalism -- and draft
legislation to halt federal preemptions of your rights and
responsibilities. / And let's stop unfunded federal mandates. //

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." / I
do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,
regulations, and no money. //

I mean management by mandate -- the favorite tool of

Washington bureaucrats. // It has never worked. // My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility
to officials closest to the scene. You know your problemé. You
know what solutions make sense. .We want to free you to do what
you do best. //

What America needs is government helping people help
themselves. // Let us use that philosophy to find new solutions
to old problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our
country for the New American Century ahead. /]

I want to help. To do so, I need your counsel, and your
wisdom. // Thank you for what you've done, and are doing. God
-bless the United States of America.

£ £ # #



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. SNOW
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING

FROM: ROBERT T. SWANSON R75/¥2E
ASSISTANT COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Proposed :30 TV Public
Service Announcement NCAA Foundation

The Counsel's Office has no legal objection to the above-
subject.

Attachment

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT - HORNER =
SUNUNU O = MCCLURE - VvV
SCOWCROFT O = PETERSMEYER - w
DARMAN - PORTER O
BRADY S~ 4 ROGICH - ¥
BROMLEY O = SMITH >
CARD — V MCBRIDE O
DEMARES ANDERSON -
FITZWATER il - v
GRAY g v 0 O
HOLIDAY -

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

I

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW / .
FROM: CURT SMITH(->
SUBJECT: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE

On Friday, December 13th, at 1:15 p.m., you will participate
in a teleconference with the National League of Cities' Annual
Congress of Cities in Las Vegas, Nevada. Your brief remarks (six
minutes) acknowledge the hard work of America's locally elected
officials; recognize the economic difficulties many communities are
now experiencing; and emphasize your belief in local solutions to
local problems over federally mandated bureaucratic responses.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEAGUE OF CITIES TELECONFERENCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1991

President Sidney Barthelemy, Mayor of one of my favorite
cities, New Orleans. / Incoming President Glenda Hood, I look
forward to your help. / Most of all, officials who have enriched
our cities -- and helped our cities enrich America. //

((I was hoping today to be with you in person, but at least
I can say America has produced two Presidents in a row who have
made it to the big screen.)) //

It is an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hook-up -- and to salute you
soldiers on the front lines. //

You man the front lines of our assault on falling scores and
failing grades in education / our war on drugs, / our defense of
the American family / and our battle against crime. You know why
we must crusade to protect American principles -- and work to
solve America's problems. //

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
ordinary people, you understand those problems. They—affect your

‘2ﬁ9ighbonheod ==-your community. // You know them not from a
_~~ bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot-seat of an elected
official whose neighbors call to complain about roads / taxes /
the police / you name it. // And I think you understand that

neither you nor -the-federal government can solve those problems
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alone. The problems of our cities will never be solved unless
every individual and every institution claim those problems as
their own and make it their mission to solve them:“ﬂéQiA

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially for families struggling to make
ends meet. I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch
of a tough economy. // I have traveled to 48 states since
becoming President: talking/ meeting people/ listening/ learning.
I have listened to the guidance and advice of leaders like you.

When I deliver my State of the Union Address in a few weeks,
I'11l ask Congress to lay aside partisan interest just long enough
to focus on America's interest, and enact a common-sense series
of economic growth measures. // Efs—me~saagleuautmone%element of
this—package-that matters to-eVery American City -- enterpr Z-

)(me

zones that ‘will-unleash a new-generation of éntrepreneéurs. fov/
/ WO~
(’(

41

' Also, because each additional billion dollars in il A

\ cf»“'
manufactured goods and trade means another 20,000 American jobs,

I'll continue fighting to crack open foreign markets to create
domestic jobs. I'll take that message with me on my upcoming
trip to Asia. //

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can to help the people -- from getting
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. / Already,
we have taken steps to help those in need -- speeding up a number
of government payments that will put $9.7 billion into the

economy during the first and second quarters of the fiscal year./

&
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These steps include government programs in agriculture, in
housing,-defense, transportation, commerce, -and general services.

,- I am especially proud of the transportation bill which I will be

(B4

signing that will keep our traffic on the move and our economy on

\ the rise -- building roads, fixing bridges, and creating jobs. //
< V " Too—often;—federal-handouts come attached-with «s*eraiﬁgs_uo/f\
& ed tape. , let's make sure the federal government“fg;ds éo
T;;’Q$?~ ts own business — ihsxead of 1ectur1ng you oﬁ yours. / Let's
;f:Q;iLL: ake sure we maintain both th\“ietter and spirit of the Executive
'iffijQJ" rder on Federalism -- and draft leézzizﬁionaxx halt
R

‘_»f\‘ﬂﬁ nappropriate federal preemption of your rights ana“\a\\\\\ﬁ

~—/-—And—let's-stop-unfunded—federal-mandates, //
g?\Q'i" President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities at
:Z,f}" our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." /] I
5¥ ,~y# do not intend to neglect our cities. Nor do I intend to burden
| ¢ them with Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules,

Svead
regulations, and no money. // 1\ N T oot

| “ ) \ / ‘
“ \ Ban W/

. My

Administration wants to give local power and local responsibility

to officials closest to the scene:ﬁlyeu—kaew-ycur*pfebiéms*a—xou

\Egpﬁ”ﬂnatmsoiutiUﬂS"mﬁké”EenSEﬁf We want to free you to do what

you do best. //

I want to do my part. To do so, I need your counsel and
your wisdom. Let's work together to find new solutions to old

problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country
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for the New American Century ahead. //

Thank you for what you've done, and.are doing. God bless

you, and your families and this great nation.
to answer your questions.

# # # #

Now, I'll be glad
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For Immediate Release December 13, 1991

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN TELECONFERENCE WITH
THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES 1991 CONGRESS OF CITIES

Room 450
0l1d Executive Office Building

1:17 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Commissioner Hood. 2and I
understand you're the incoming president of the wonderful
organization, the National League of Cities. Thank you for inviting
me to be with you. To President Sidney Barthelemy, the Mayor of one
of my favorite cities, New Orleans, welcome to you, sir. I look
forward to your help, most of all, officials who have enriched our
cities and helped our cities enrich America; I greet all of you.

"I am very pleased that Lamar Alexander was able to
address you this morning. A former governor, a great Secretary of
Education; he's doing a great job. And we are on to something with
this America 2000. And I hope when he finished that you had a feel
for this marvelous program.

Our mayors are doing a great job in helping make
American education number one. I was hoping today to be with you in
person, but at least I can say America has produced two Presidents in
a row who have made it to the big screen. This is a good way to do
it if you can't be there in person.

.It's an honor to join this year's NLC Annual Congress of
Cities -- even if it is by video hookup -- and to salute you soldiers
on the front lines. You man the front lines of our assault on
falling scores and failing grades in education, our war on drugs, our
defense of the American family and our battle against crime. AaAnd you
know why we've got to crusade to protect American principles and work
to solve America's problens.

As the elected officials out there hearing the needs of
day-to-day, ordinary people, you understand those problems. And you
know them not from a bureaucrat's safe distance but from the hot seat
of an elected official whose neighbors call to complain about roads
and taxes and the police; you know, you name it.

Many people wonder how a President can know what goes on
outside Washington, especially for families struggling to make ends
meet. Well, I have read the letters of people feeling the pinch of a
tough economy. As a matter of fact, I've traveled to 48 states since
becoming President, talking and meeting people and listening and,
yes, learning at every stop. And I've listened to the guidance and
advice of leaders, many of whom are right there in that room.

And when I deliver my State of the Union address in a
few weeks, I'm going to ask the Congress to lay aside partisan
interest just long.enough .to focus on America's interest, and to
enact a common-sense series of economic growth measures. Also,
because each additional billion dollars in manufactured goods and
trade means another 20,000 American jobs, I'm going to continue
fighting to crack open foreign markets to create domestic jobs. And
that's the message I'm going to be taking with me on my upcoming trip
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to Asia. We go down to Australia, Singapore, Korea and Japan.

In the meantime, I will make sure that our agencies do
everything they can-to ‘-help the people == from-getting those
unemployment checks out to easing the credit crunch. Already, we've
taken steps to help those in need, speeding up a number of government
payments that will put $9.7 billion into the economy that wouldn't
have been there during the first and second quarters of the fiscal
year.

And I'm especially proud of the transportation bill
which I'll be signing in just a few days that will keep our traffic
on the move and our economy on the rise, building roads and fixing
bridges and creating jobs.

And still, it isn't enough. We have to build on these
beginnings. So I hope our other initiatives are also helping you.
For example, our administration has boosted state and local law
enforcement funding to $495 million -- that's in addition to the $250
million in cash and property seized last year from drug dealers
through what we call the Asset Forfeiture Program. Overall, federal
aid to states and localities to fight drugs has grown under this
administration to nearly $3 billion a year. I think the total
spending I jotted down here is $11.7 billion.

Our Healthy Start program to cut infant mortality got a
big boost this year -- from $21 million to $65 million. And that's
also true for AIDS research and treatment -- under the Ryan White
" Act, $200 million in AIDS prevention in Fiscal '92 goes directly to
cities. And I also ask your support of something which can help
every city -- enterprise zones to unleash a new generation of
entrepreneurs, to attract new business to those areas.

President Kennedy once said, "We will neglect our cities
at our peril, for in neglecting them we neglect the nation." I do
not intend to neglect our cities, nor do I intend to burden them with
Washington's version of help -- taxes, rules, regulations and no
money. We've learned the wisdom of keeping government closest to the
people. My administration wants to give local power and local
responsibility to local officials. We want to free you to do what
you do best.

I do want to do my part. To do so, I need your counsel
and your wisdom. So let's work together to find new solutions to old
problems. Only then can we prepare our cities and our country for
the new American century ahead.

It is great to be with you all. I'd be glad to take a
couple of questions. But thank you for what you've done. Thank you
for what you are doing. And-at-this special-time:of -year, God bless
you all. I just wish that each and every one of you could have been
at the White House yesterday as we welcomed home those five hostages.
I can only say that Barbara and I count our blessings for family
every day of the year. (Applause.) And this was a most-moving
occasion. And then we took them out to light the nation's Christmas
tree -- we modestly call it =-- across from the White House. And I
flipped the electric switch and nothing happened. (Laughter.)

But in any event, it was a great and wonderful, moving
day for our whole country. And I wish each of you leaders could have
been with us in the White House.

And now .I'll be glad, Commissioner, to take any
questions.

Q Mr. President, more than 20 years ago, former
President Richard Nixon declared a federal war on drugs. Three years
ago, you announced a similar war. Yet today the problem of drugs and
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drug-related violence on our streets is just as pervasive as ever.

In fact, murders are at record levels. Mr. President, we have a very
enthusiastic audience here -- (laughter) -- I wish you were here to
see how-wonderful this audience -is-and how concerned this audience
is. However, over the last 20-year period, the federal government
has been unwilling to spend one single dime and send it directly to
those of us who are on the front lines that you mentioned.
(Applause.)

In the Gulf war you went to the front lines to meet with
the troops to ensure that they had the necessary tools and support in
order to win. Can we count on you, Mr. President, in your new budget
and legislative agenda to provide for direct assistance to cities and
towns? (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me simply say that from an
overall standpoint, fighting the nation's drug war from an overall
standpoint, federal funding is up by 80 percent since I've become
President -- 80 percent, to $11.7 billion =-- I think it is $11.7
billion. And nearly $3 billion will go to state and local
governments. I am familiar with the age-old argument as to whether
the governors get it or whether the mayors get it. And I've been
around the political track long enough to be aware of it. In our
program, we are trying to recognize this and trying to get the job
done.

Let me just say, though, you had a very pessimistic
assessment of where the matter stands. And there's plenty of reason
to be pessimistic, but there's also some reason to be somewhat
optimistic. Drug use amongst the young people have gone off -- this
awful cocaine amongst young people is down over the last two years by
something like 11 percent. The war isn't won, but progress is being
made.

We're working with a media campaign -- all private --
they're spending $1 million a day on advertising which gets right
into your communities, trying to educate people against the use of
drugs. So in addition to the government money =-- that means the
taxpayers' money =-- in addition to the goverment money, there is a
lot going on. And, frankly, if you canvassed that hall, though
everyone could use more funds for fighting drugs, I think that you'd
find that a lot of people out there in what we call the volunteer
sector are doing an awful lot. We've honored a lot of them here at
the White House, and I am terribly impressed by how community action
is making an enormous contribution to the fight against drugs.

But, yes, in our budget I think you'll see the amount of

money I said for state, for local governments, and I also think that

you'll see what I would think is pretty full funding in tough
financial ‘times, I- -might add, for the fight against drugs.

Let me give you another side of it that I think is
important. We're doing better on the interdiction side as well.
Much better on that. And then you mentioned the crime problem. I
would like to enlist the support of everybody in that room. You are
on the front line, you are on the cutting edge, and I'd like to
enlist your support for a tough, a meaningful, tough anticrime bill.
We've been trying to get that through Congress for a long, long time.
And again, let's put the politics aside and let's give the support
that we need to the police officers that are out there on the beat.

But thank you. It was a good question. (Applause.)

Q Thank yéﬁhfor taking time to be with us, and thank
you for the tree you planted two years ago in memory of Ryan White.
It's still standing in downtown Indianapolis.

THE PRESIDENT: Is it growing, though? (Laughter.)
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Q There's a strong feeling here, Mr. President, that
when the cities hurt, America hurts, and when the cities are healthy,
America is-healthy.. Many central cities and-small- towns are facing -
severe fiscal distress today. Their tax bases have eroded while
poverty, crime and health care needs and demands have accelerated.

We believe the idea of direct assistance to cities and
towns from the federal government has merit. And the question I
would ask you, sir, is: Can we prevail upon you to consider a
proposal this year to put together a package of federal relief for
unfunded mandates and targeted fiscal assistance to cities and towns,
and would you be willing to meet with a group of local officials to
discuss this subject? (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: That was two questions. Bill, you know
-- and I don't know whether you helped formulate the general idea of
an enormous block grant proposal that we have =-- it's about finished.
What we've tried to do on this block grant proposal -- I believe it's
in the $15-billion range -- was to work it out in a way that it will
get support in the Congress. And we've tried to take into
consideration some of the congressional concerns without making this
block grant into some other mandated program by having a lot of
strings attached.

So we are finalizing now =-- and it will be ready in time
to send up as soon as Congress goes back -- a substantial block grant
program that will go out there without strings attached, and I
believe it will get passed. So I'm very interested in thls. It's
taken a long time to get the legislation drafted in a way to answer
some of the -- well, I'd put it this way -- understandable concerns
in the Congress, but we're going to be pushing it, and it's going to
be a part of our overall economic package.

Inasmuch as you made the request -- and I never say no
to Hudnut, that's my motto =- I think it would be useful to sit down
with you and a handful of others that you might bring into the White
House to talk about these problems.

I wasn't just, as we say, "blowing smoke" when I made my
remarks. We are in touch with mayors. We had the Mayor of New York
City down here just the other day. Wasn't heralded as a great public
relations event, but I learned from that. A long talk with other
mayors as we go along. But bring them in here. We may have to wait
until after the 1lst because we're going off, as you know, coming into
this marvelous Christmas season, and we might all need a little bit
of rest. But I'd like to do it, and you can consider this a formal
acceptance of what I thought was a relatively formalized request.
(Applause.) .

Q Mr. President, and we accept that, and we will be
there to visit with you, and we appreciate the time that you have
given us this morning. We want to work with you. We're counting on
you, as you're counting on us, and let me, on behalf of all of the

delegates here this morning, not only once again thank you, but wish
you and Mrs. Bush a very happy holiday. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, same to all of you. And let me
end by making one additional comment. These are tough times, and
there's a lot of people at work and there's an unsatisfactory number
of people out of work. A lot of people are worried. Their
confidence is not there. And they worry about tomorrow, even though
they have a job today. . And I understand all that, and we're going to
try, in the State of the Union message, to make a proposal that won't
make matters worse out of good intentions, but will make them better,
and come forward with a strong program there. I believe we'll have
that. I hope it will have the support, enthusiastic support across
party lines, not only in the Congress, but out there.
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But let me just say this at the end of this year,
inasmuch as you were gracious and really kind enough to wish Barbara
and nme -a-Merry Christmas.---You-know;--we have-a lot-to be grateful for
in this wonderful country of ours. I touched on the hostage matter.
This morning, I had a long conversation with Boris Yeltsin over in
Moscow, and there's great and interesting change going on there.

But the underpinning of that change is freedom, and it
is democracy, and it is reform. And you look around at the fact that
in this very day in Washington Arabs are talking to Israelis,
something that might not have happened. You look abroad and you see
the newfound credibility of the United States as a result of what
your sons and daughters did in Desert Storm. The United States can
use that credibility now to get into these foreign markets and create
jobs and our voice is more credible around the world.

So I cannot neglect my responsibilities for world peace,
for managing on behalf of the only super power in the world that
other countries look to not just for that but because of our values.
I'm not going to forsake those responsibilities. But I am going to
do what is necessary and stay involved with you at that level that I
know so well, in order to try to help alleviate the concerns that I
mentioned in the very beginning that the American people have.

Having said that, we have a lot to be grateful for in
the United States of America. And thank you for your greetings and
Barbara will appreciate it. And I hope that you and all your
families have the best Christmas ever and a wonderfully prosperous,
exciting, forward-moving 1992, Good luck to each and every one of
you. And thank you for letting me come in this way. (Applause.)
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