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HOSTAGES/DE CUELLAR MEDAL OF FREEDOM \ THE EAST ROOM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1991 \ 5:00 P.M.

GoOD AFTERNOON. BARBARA AND I ARE HAPPY TO BE HERE
WITH VICE PRESIDENT AND Mgs. QUAYLE; WITH SEVERAL
MEMBERS OF MY CABINET: JIM Baker, BoB MosSBACHER, LYNN
MARTIN. //

- WE ARE JOINED TODAY BY TWO GENTLEMEN WHO REPRESENT
OUR HIGHEST HUMANITARIAN IDEALS: UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL

GIANDOMENICO Prcco. 7/

S - IR T

-2 -

LET ME ALSO WELCOME TO THE WHITE HOusE THE FRIENDS AND |
FAMILIES OF FIVE SPECIAL MEN RETURNED To FREEDOM. /
FINALLY, To THoMas SUTHERLAND / ALANN STEEN / JESSE
TURNER / Josepu CICcIPPIO / AND TERRY ANDERSON: LET ME
SIMPLY SAY:  WELCOME HOME. // |

ALL OVER AMERICA, PEOPLE WAITED ?on THE DAY YOUR
LONG ORDEAL WOULD END. ALL OVER AMERICA, WE SHARE YOUR
JOY: WE THANK GOD THAT YOU ARE FREE. //



-3 -
NOTHING SAYS IT BETTER THAN THE SIGN BACK IN

NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, IN THOMAS CICIPPIO’S FRONT
YARD. FOR FIVE LONG YEARS, THAT SIGN SERVED AS A
CONSTANT REMINDER: WITH THE NAME OF EACH HOSTAGE --
AND A NUMBER COUNTING EACH CRUEL DAY OF CAPTIVITY.
THEN, ONE BY ONE, THE NUMBERS GAVE WAY TO A SIGN MARKED
"FREED." FINALLY, JUST NINE DAYS AGO, CAME THE MOMENT
THE CICIPPIO FAMILY PRAYED FOR.

-4 - |
OVER JOSEPH'S NAME, THEY NAILED NOT ANOTHER NUMBER, BUT
A SIGN, THAT READ: "FREE AT LAST."

ALL OF YOU HAVE SURVIVED AN ACT OF UNSPEAKABLE,
UNCIVILIZED CRUELTY. HOSTAGE-TAKING IS HELL ON A HUMAN
SCALE -- NOT JUST FOR THE INNOCENTS HELD CAPTIVE, BUT
FOR THE FAMILIES THEY LEFT BEHIND. /

No POWER ON EARTH CAN GIVE BACK THE YEARS YOU HAVE

LOST. YET NO ONE CAN TAKE FROM YOU THE STRENGTH OF
SPIRIT THAT SUSTAINED YOU.



-5 -
THE WORLD IS NOW LEARNING THE HORRORS YOU ENDURED. BuUT

WE’'RE LEARNING AS WELL THE STORY OF YOUR SURVIVAL --
C OPE_YOUR CAPTORS
THE MIRACLE YOU FASHIONED FROM THE HOPE YOQUR CA

COULD NOT TAKE AWAY. //

WE KNOW NOW HOW YOU USED THE LANGUAGE OF THE DEAF

- TO ONE
TO COMMUNICATE FROM CELL TO CELL TO SPEAK

NE
ANOTHER IN SILENCE; HOW YOU MANAGED TO LEARN FROM O

ER
ANOTHER -- LAUGH WITH ONE ANOTHER -- HELP EACH OTH

SUSTAIN A STUBBORN DIGNITY. //

._6-

You DEMONSTRATED EACH DAY IN CAPTIVITY A DEFIANT FAITH.
You BELIEVED IN YOUR COUNTRY, YOUR FAMILIES, YOUR

COLLEAGUES ~-- AND YOURSELVES. You KNEW, THAT ONE DAY,

YOU WOULD GO FREE. // | |
YOUR TRIUMPH SHINES NEW LIGHT ON A SIMPLE TRUTH.

THE pAYs AND YEARS APART BURN AWAY THE TRIVIAL THINGS

WE ONCE THOUGHT HAD VALUE -- TO REVEAL WHAT TRULY
MATTERS IN LIFE: ' FAMILY / FAITH / HoPE AND LOVE.



-7 -
SEEING FREEDOM THROUGH YOUR EYES -- EVEN FOR A MOMENT
-- FREES US FROM THE PETTY CONCERNS THAT SO OFTEN HOLD
US HOSTAGE AND DISTRACT US FROM LIFE'S LARGER JOYS.
///

THE FAMILIES HERE TODAY ARE WHOLE AGAIN. BUT FOR
OTHERS, THE ORDEAL IS NOT OVER: FOR TWO GERMAN
CITIZENS AND THEIR FAMILIES -- FOR THE FAMILIES OF TWO
COURAGEOUS AMERICANS WHOSE DUTY SENT THEM TO LEBANON
AND WHO DIED AT THE HANDS OF THEIR CAPTORS.

-8 -
IN THE NAME OF THE CIVILIZED VALUES WE HOLD DEAR, I
CALL ON THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE CRIMES: FREE
HEINRICH STRUEBIG AND THOMAS KEMPTNER. RETURN THE
REMAINS OF RICH HIGGINS AND WILLIAM BUCKLEY LET THE

FAMILIES OF THESE INNOCENT MEN FIND PEACE. ///
THE TRUTH IS CLEAR: HOSTAGE-TAKING HAS FAILED

FROM THE BEGINNING IN TEHRAN IN 1979, HOSTAGE-TAKERS

SOUGHT TO EXPLOIT OUR SYSTEM'S REVERENQE FOR_THE
INDIVIDUAL AS A WEAKNESS. //




-9
YOUR CAPTORS BELIEVED HOSTAGE-TAKING WOULD TIE OUR
HANDS. THEY WERE WRONG. WE REMAIN DETERMINED TO

DEFEND AMERICAN_INTERESTS AND INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLES

IN THE MIppoLe EAsT. THROUGH DESERT SHIELD AND DESERT
STORM, WE STOOD FAST AGAINST AGGRESSION. WE SHOWED THE

WORLD: TERRORISM IN ALL ITS FORMS CANNOT SUCCEED. //

IN THE END, THE HOSTAGE-TAKERS DID MORE DAMAGE TO
THEIR CAUSE THAN THEY DID TO AMERICAN RESOLVE.

- 10 -
IN THE END, EACH HOSTAGE-TAKING -- EACH HEARTLESS ACT
AGAINST INNOCENTS -- ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD THE
INHUMANITY OF THE CAPTORS.

ToM SUTHERLAND AND TERRY ANDERSON -- YOU WERE RIGHT
WHEN YOU SAID TO NEGOTIATING WITH HOSTAGE-TAKERS.
THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS FOLLOWED A NO-NEGOTIATION
POLICY SINCE THE BEGINNING. BARGAINING SERVES ONLY TO
MAKE A CURRENCY OF HUMAN LIVES -- AND LEADS TO MORE OF

THE EVIL IT SEEKS TO END.



- 11 -

I AM CONVINCED THAT THIS COURSE REMAINS THE WORLD'S
BEST HOPE THAT NO MORE INNOCENT MEN AND WOMEN WILL MEET
YOUR FATE -- THAT NO FAMILY WILL EVER AGAIN BE FORCED
TO ENDURE YOUR YEARS IN AGONY.

THIS POLICY WAS NOT WITHOUT RISK. STICKING WITH IT
WAS NEVER EASY -- ESPECIALLY FOR A COUNTRY THAT CARES
SO _DEEPLY ABOUT EVERY AMERICAN HELD AGAINST HIS WILL.
/ BUT WE HAVE LEARNED THAT IT WORKS: IT HELPED END
THE AGONY -- IT HELPED BRING YOU MOME. ///

——— ‘ : T TERERIF UYL [ . © YT

- 12 -

YES, AMERICA DID ITS PART. MANY MEN AND WOMEN IN
THIS COUNTRY AND AROUND THE WORLD -- MOST OF WHOM YOU
WILL NEVER MEET -- WORKED TO SECURE YOUR FREEDOM.
TODAY, WE RECOGNIZE THE SELFLESS EFFORTS OF ONE MAN WHO
AT GREAT PERSONAL RISK HELPED BRING YOU TO FREEDOM. IN
- HIS YEARS AS SPECIAL ENVOY AT THE UNITED NATIONS,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL GIANI PICCO HAS SOUGHT
ALWAYS TO SERVE PEACE AND RESOLVE CONFLICT.




- 13 -

TODAY, FOR HIS EFFORTS IN WINNING THE FREEDOM OF OUR
HOSTAGES, WE HONOR GIANDOMENICO PICCO WITH THE
PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. [CITATION
READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.] |

WE ALSO HONOR THE MAN WHO MADE YOUR RELEASE HIS
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY -- A MAN WHOSE LIFE WORK IN
SERVICE TO HUMANITARIAN IDEALS HAS WON HIM HONOR THE

WORLD OVER: JAVIER PERez DE CUELLAR. //

- 14 -
JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR HAS MADE PEACE AMONG

NATIONS HIS MISSION AND TAKEN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AS HIS PERSONAL CODE. HE waAs
'PRESENT AT THE CREATION: AS A DELEGATE TO THE FIRST
GENERAL AsSeMBLY OF THE UN IN 1946. WE FIRST MET IN
1971, WHEN EACH OF US RECEIVED THE SINGULAR HONOR OF
SERVING OUR COUNTRIES AS PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS. My DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUE WENT ON
TO REPRESENT PERU IN THE SeEcURITY COUNCIL.



- 15 -
FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS, HE HAS SERVED THE CAUSE_OF
WORLD PEACE AS SECRETARY-GENERAL.

-= ITS
Hrs TENURE HAS MARKED THE REBIRTH OF THE UN IT

W
EMERGENCE AS A FORCE FOR PEACE. COOPERATION NO

' THE
REPLACES CoLD WAR CONFLICT -- AND ACROSS THE GLOBE,
UN NOW LEADS THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO RESOLVE

CONFLICTS THAT HAVE CAUSED SO MUCH‘SUFFERING.
-- E
PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS HAVE PROLIFERATED 11 AR

| .1/
UNDERWAY RIGHT NOW, 5 BEGUN IN THE PAST YEAR ALONE

- 16 -
MR. SECRETARY-GENERAL, I AM PERSONALLY GRATEFUL FOR
YOUR STRONG STAND AGAINST IRAQ'S BRUTAL ASSAULT ON
KUWAIT -- AND YOUR TIRELESS WORK TO SUSTAIN THE
COALITION. IN LARGE PART BECAUSE OF YOUR LEADERSHIP,

THE UNITED NATIONS NOW STANDS CLOSER TO ITS FOUNDING

IDEAL THAN EVER BEFORE. //
TODAY, WE HONOR THIS ARCHITECT OF PEACE -- A MAN ]
AM PROUD TO CALL MY FRIEND.



- 17 -
MR. SECRETARY GENERAL: WITH GREAT PRIDE, I NOW PRESENT
TO YOU THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR THIS COUNTRY CAN

BESTOW: THE MepAL oF FreepomM. [CITATION READ --
PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.]

FINALLY, I WANT TO PRESENT A SIMPLE GIFT -- THIS

ONE TO TOM SUTHERLAND. THERE ARE THOUSANDS MORE LIKE
IT ACROSS AMERICA -- EACH ONE A SYMBOL OF THE PROFOUND
BONDS AMERICANS SHARE. // IT WAS SENT TO ME BY LYNNE
VINCENT, A TEACHER IN NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA.

- 18 - |

FOR FIVE YEARS, SHE WORE A BRACELET INSCRIBED WITH YOUR
NAME. ON THE DAY OF YOUR RELEASE, SHE WROTE: "I
WANTED YOU TO HAVE MY BRACELET SO YOU WOULD KNOW YOU
WERE ALWAYS IN THE THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS OF MANY
AMERICANS." //

ON THE SIDE OF THIS SIMPLE BAND ARE THE WORDS
"HEBREWS 13:3." THE VERSE READS AS FOLLOWS: "REMEMBER
THOSE WHO ARE IN BONDS AS IF YOU WERE BOUND WITH THEM."




- 19 -
WE REMEMBERED -- WE KEPT YOU IN OUR THOUGHTS AND

PRAYERS -- AND IN THE END, THE CHAINS THAT HELD YOU
PROVED NO MATCH FOR THE BONDS THAT UNITE ALL AMERICANS.
// ’

TODAY THOSE OPEN ARMS WELCOME ALL OF YOU HOME. MAY
Gop BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

# # #




- 13 -

’
E
’
FRESIDEN'IAL AWARD FOR EXCEP'IONAL SERVICE.

[CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.]

S v

- 14 -

WE ALso HONOR THE MAN WHO MADE YOUR RELEASE HIS
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY -- A MAN WHOSE LIFEJNORK IN
SERVICE TO HUMANITARIAN IDEALS HAS WON HIM HONOR THE
WORLD OVER: JAVIER PEREZ DE CuELLAR. //

JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR HAS MADE PEACE AMONG
NATIONS HIS MISSION AND TAKEN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AS HIS PERSONAL CODE. HE was

PRESENT AT THE CREATION: AS A DELEGATE TO THE FIRST
GENERAL ASSEMBLY oF THE UN IN 1946.



- 15 -
WE FIRST MET IN 1971, WHEN EACH OF US RECEIVED THE
SINGULAR HONOR OF SERVING OUR COUNTRIES AS PERMANENT
'REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS. MY DISTINGUISHED
COLLEAGUE WENT ON TO REPRESENT PERU IN THE SECURITY
CounciL. FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS, HE HAS SERVED THE

CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE AS SECRETARY-GENERAL.
HIsS TENURE HAS MARKED THE REBIRTH OF THE UN -- ITs

EMERGENCE AS A FORCE FOR PEAC J

— N

- 16 -
CooPERATION NOW REPLACES CoLbp WAR CONFLICT -- AND
ACROSS THE GLOBE, THE UN Now LEADS THE INTERNATIONAL
EFFORT TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS THAT HAVE CAUSED SO MucCH
SUFFERING. PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS HAVE PROLIFERATED --
11 ARE UNDERWAY RIGHT NOW, 5 BEGUN IN THE PAST YEAR
ALONE. // Mg. SECRETARY-GENERAL, I AM PERSONALLY
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR STRONG STAND AGAINST IRrRAQ'S BRUTAL

ASSAULT oN KuwArT -- AND YOUR TIRELESS WORK TO SUSTAIN
THE COALITION.



. - 17 -

IN LARGE PART BECAUSE OF YOUR LEADERSHIP, THE UNITED
NATI W _STANDS CLOSER TO ITS FOUND D HA
EVER BEFORE. //

TODAY, WE HONOR THIS ARCHITECT OF PEACE -- A MAN I
AM PROUD TO CALL MY FRIEND. MR. SECRETARY GENERAL:
WITH GREAT PRIDE, I NOW PRESENT TO YOU THE HIGHEST
civ:LtAN HONOR THIS COUNTRY CAN BESTOW: THE MED

FREEDOM._
[CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.]

- 18 -
FINALLY, I WANT TO PRESENT A SIMPLE GIFT -- THIS
ONE TO TOM SUTHERLAND. THERE ARE THOUSANDS MORE LIKE
IT ACROSS AMERICA -- EACH ONE A SYMBOL OF THE PROFOUND
BONDS AMERICANS SHARE. // IT WAS SENT TO ME BY LYNNE
VINCENT, A TEACHER IN NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA. FOR FIVE
YEARS, SHE WORE A BRACELET INSCRIBED WITH YOUR NAME.
ON THE DAY OF YOUR RELEASE, SHE WROTE: "I WANTED YoUu
TO HAVE MY BRACELET SO YOU WOULD KNOW YOU WERE ALWAYS
IN THE THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS OF MANY AMERICANS." //




- - 19 -

ON THE SIDE OF THIS SIMPLE BAND ARE THE WORDS
"HeBRews 13:3." THE VERSE READS AS FOLLOWS: "REMEMBER
" THOSE WHO ARE IN BONDS AS IF YOU WERE BOUND WITH THEM."
WE REMEMBERED -- WE KEPT YOU IN OUR THOUGHTS AND
PRAYERS -- AND IN THE END, THE CHAINS THAT HELD YOU
PROVED NO MATCH FOR THE BONDS THAT UNITE ALL AMERICANS.
/v o

TODAY THOSE OPEN ARMS WELCOME ALL OF YOU HOME. May

Gob BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
| # # #

—~




1 - HOSTAGES/DE CUELLAR MEDAL OF FREEDOM \ THE EAST ROOM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1991 \ 5:00 P.M.

GooD AFTERNOON. BARBARA AND I ARE HAPPY TO BE HERE
WITH VICE PRESIDENT AND MRs. QUAYLE; WITH SEVERAL
MEMBERS OF MY CABINET: JIM BAKER, BoB MosBACHER, LYNN
MARTIN. //

WE ARE JOINED TODAY BY TWO GENTLEMEN WHO REPRESENT
OUR HIGHEST HUMANITARIAN IDEALS: UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL

GIANDOME“ICO»PICCO. //

_ -y, -

-2 .
LET ME ALSO WELCOME To THE WHITE HOUSE THE FRIENDS AND |
FAMILIES OF FIVE SPECIAL MEN RETURNED TO FRéEDOM. /
FINALLY, TO THoMas SUTHERLAND / ALANN STEEN / JESSE
TURNER / Josepn CICIPPIO / AND TERRY ANDERSON: LET ME
SIMPLY SAY: WELCOME HOME. //
ALL OVER AMERICA, PEOPLE WAITED FOR THE DAY YOUR
LONG ORDEAL WOULD END. ALL OVER AMERICA, WE SHARE YOUR

JOY: WE THANK GOD THAT YOU ARE FREE. // |




-3 -

NOTHING SAYS IT BETTER THAN THE SIGN BACK IN
NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, IN THOMAS CICIPPIO’'S FRONT
YARD. FOR FIVE LONG YEARS, THAT SIGN SERVED AS A
CONSTANT REMINDER: WITH THE NAME OF EACH HOSTAGE --
AND A NUMBER COUNTING EACH CRUEL DAY OF CAPTIVITY.
THEN, ONE BY ONE, THE NUMBERS GAVE WAY TO A SIGN MARKED
"FREED." FINALLY, JUST NINE DAYS AGO, CAME THE MOMENT
THE CICIPPIO FAMILY PRAYED FOR.

-4 - |
OVER JOSEPH’'S NAME, THEY NAILED NOT ANOTHER NUMBER, BUT
A SIGN, THAT READ: "FREE AT LAST."
ALL OF YOU HAVE SURVIVED AN ACT OF UNSPEAKABLE,
UNCIVILIZED CRUELTY. HOSTAGE-TAKING IS HELL ON A HUMAN

SCALE -- NOT JUST FOR THE INNOCENTS HELD CAPTIVE, BUT
FOR THE FAMILIES THEY LEFT BEHIND. /

No POWER ON EARTH CAN GIVE BACK THE YEARS YOU HAVE

LOST. YET NO ONE CAN TAKE FROM_YOU THE STRENGTH OF
SPIRIT THAT SUSTAINED YOQU.



-5 -

-THE WORLD IS NOW LEARNING THE HORRORS YOU ENDURED. But

WE'RE LEARNING AS WELL THE STORY OF YOUR §URVIVAL -
APTOR
THE MIRACLE YOU FASHIONED FROM THE HOPE YOUR C ORS

COULD NOT TAKE AWAY. // |
WE KNOW NOW HOW YOU USED THE LANGUAGE OF THE DEAF

' -- TO ONE
TO COMMUNICATE FROM CELL TO CELL -- TO SPEAK

ONE
ANOTHER IN SILENCE; HOW YOU MANAGED TO LEARN FROM

| ER
ANOTHER -- LAUGH WITH ONE ANOTHER -- HELP EACH OTH
SUSTAIN A STUBBORN DIGNITY. //

-6 -

You DEMONSTRATED EACH DAY IN CAPTIVITY A DEFIANT FAITH.
You BELIEVED IN YQUR COUNTRY, YOUR FAMILIES, YOUR

COLLEAGUES -- AND YOURSELVES. YOU KNEW, THAT ONE DAY,
YOU WOULD GO FREE. //

Your TRIUMPH SHINES NEW LIGHT ON A SIMPLE TRUTH.
THE pays AND YEARS APART BURN AWAY THE TRIVIAL THINGS

WE ONCE THOUGHT HAD VALUE -- TO REVEAL WHAT TRULY
MATTERS IN LIFE: FAMILY / FAITH / HOPE AND LOVE.



-7 -
SEEING FREEDOM THROUGH YOUR EYES -- EVEN FOR A MOMENT
-- FREES US FROM THE PETTY CONCERNS THAT SO OFTEN HOLD
US'HOSTAGE AND DISTRAéT US FROM LIFE’'S LARGER JOYS.
/17 |
THE FAMILIES HERE TODAY ARE WHOLE AQAIN. But FOR
OTHERS, THE ORDEAL IS NOT OVER: FOR TWO GERMAN
CITIZENS AND THEIR FAMILIES -- FOR THE FAMILIES OF TWO
COURAGEOUS AMERICANS WHOSE DUTY SENT THEM TO LEBANON
'AND WHO DIED AT THE HANDS OF THEIR CAPTORS.

-8 -
IN THE NAME OF THE CIVILIZED VALUES WE HOLD DEAR, I
CALL ON THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE CRIMES: FREE
HEINRICH STRUEBIG AND THOMAS KEMPTNER. RETURN THE
REMAINS OF RICH HIGGINS AND WILLIAM BuéKLEY. LET THE

FAMILIES OF THESE INNOCENT MEN_FIND PEACE. ///
THE TRUTH IS CLEAR: HOSTAGE-TAKING HAS FAILED.

FROM THE BEGINNING IN TEHRAN IN 1979, HOSTAGE-TAKERS
SOUGHT TO EXPLOIT OUR SYSTEM'S REVERENCE FOR THE
INDIVIDUAL AS A WEAKNESS. //



-9 -
YOUR CAPTORS BELIEVED HOSTAGE-TAKING WOULD TIE OUR
HANDS. THEY WERE WRONG. WE REMAIN DETERMINED TO

DEFEND AMERICAN INTERESTS AND INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLES

IN THE MIDDLE EAsT. THROUGH DESERT SHIELD AND DESERT

STORM, WE STOOD FAST AGAINST AGGRESSION. WE SHOWED THE
WORLD: TERRORISM IN ALL ITS FORM EED. //
IN THE END, THE HOSTAGE-TAKERS DID MORE DAMAGE TO

THEIR CAUSE THAN THEY DID TO AMERICAN RESOLVE.

- 10 -
IN THE END, EACH HOSTAGE-TAKING -- EACH HEARTLESS ACT
AGAINST INNOCENTS -- ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD THE
INHUMANITY OF THE CAPTORS.

ToM SUTHERLAND AND TERRY ANDERSON -- YOU WERE RIGHT
WHEN YOU SAID NO TO NEGOTIATING WITH HOSTAGE-TAKERS.
THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS FOLLOWED A NO-NEGOTIATION
POLICY SINCE THE BEGINNING. BARGAINING SERVES ONLY TO
MAKE A CURRENCY OF HUMAN LIVES -- AND LEADS TO MORE OF

THE EVIL IT SEEKS TO END.



- 11 -

I AM CONVINCED THAT THIS COURSE REMAINS THE WORLD'S
BEST HOPE THAT NO MORE INNOCENT MEN AND WOMEN WILL MEET
YOUR FATE =-- THAT NO FAMILY WILL EVER AGAIN BE FORCED
TO ENDURE YOUR YEARS IN AGONY.

THIS POLICY WAS NOT WITHOUT RISK. STICKING WITH IT
WAS NEVER EASY -- ESPECIALLY FOR A COUNTRY THAT CARES
sg DEEPLY ABOUT EVERY AMERICAN HELD AGAINST HIS WILL.
/ BUT WE HAVE LEARNED THAT IT WORKS: IT HELPED END
THE AGONY -- IT HELPED BRING YOU HOME. ///

——— T TmEEERn T IR, A T TR

- 12 -

YES, AMERICA DID ITS PART. MANY MEN AND WOMEN IN
THIS COUNTRY AND AROUND THE WORLD -- MOST OF WHOM YOU
WILL NEVER MEET -- WORKED TO SECURE YOUR FREEDOM.
TODAY, WE RECOGNIZE THE SELFLESS EFFORTS OF ONE MAN WHO
AT GREAT PERSONAL RISK HELPED BRING YOU TO FREEDOM. IN
HIS YEARS AS SPECIAL ENVOY AT THE UNITED NATIONS,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL GIANI PICCO HAS SOUGHT
ALWAYS TO SERVE PEACE AND RESOLVE CONFLICT.



- 13 -
TODAY, FOR HIS EFFORTS IN WINNING THE FREEDOM OF OUR
HOSTAGES, WE HONOR GIANDOMENICO PICCO WITH THE
PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. [CITATION
READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.]

WE ALSO HONOR THE MAN WHO MADE YOUR RELEASE HIS

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY -- A MAN WHOSE LIFE WORK IN
SERVICE TO HUMANITARIAN IDEALS HAS WON HIM HONOR THE

WORLD OVER: JAVIER PEREZ DE CuerLAR. //

- 14 -
JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR HAS MADE PEACE AMONG

NATIONS HIS MISSION AND TAKEN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AS HIS PERSONAL CODE. HE wAs
'PRESENT AT THE CREATION: AS A DELEGATE TO THE FIRST
GENERAL AsseMBLY OF THE UN IN 1946. WE FIRST MET IN
1971, WHEN EACH OF US RECEIVED THE SINGULAR HONOR OF
SERVING OUR COUNTRIES AS PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS. My DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUE WENT ON
TO REPRESENT PERU IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL.



- 15 -
FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS, HE HAS SERVED THE CAUSE OF
WORLD PEACE AS SECRETARY-GENERAL.

HIs TENURE HAS MARKED THE REBIRTH OF THE UNl-- ITS
EMERGENCE AS A FORCE FOR PEACE. COOPERATION NOW
REPLACES CoLD WAR CONFLICT -- AND ACROSS THE GLOBE, THE
UN Noﬁ LEADS THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO RESOLVE
CONFLICTS THAT HAVE CAUSED SO MUCH SUFFERING.
PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS HAVE PROLIFERATED -- 11 ARE

| .1/
UNDERWAY RIGHT NOW, 5 BEGUN IN THE PAST YEAR ALONE

- 16 -
MR. SECRETARY-GENERAL, I AM PERSONALLY GRATEFUL FOR
YOUR STRONG STAND AGAINST IRAQ'S BRUTAL ASSAULT ON
KUWAIT -- AND YOUR TIRELESS WORK TO SUSTAIN THE
COALITION. IN LARGE PART BECAUSE OF YOUR LEADERSHIP,

THE UNITED NATIONS Now STANDS CLOSER TO_ITS Fguuozug
IDEAL THAN EVER BEFORE. //

TODAY, WE HONOR THIS ARCHITECT OF PEACE -~ A MAN I
AM PROUD TO CALL MY FRIEND.



=17 -
MR. SECRETARY GENERAL: WITH GREAT PRIDE, I NOW PRESENT
TO YOU THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR THIS COUNTRY CAN

BESTOW: THE MepaL orF FrReepoM. [CITATION READ --
PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.]

FINALLY, I WANT TO PRESENT A SIMPLE GIFT -- THIS

ONE TO TOM SUTHERLAND. THERE ARE THOUSANDS MORE LIKE
IT ACROSS AMERICA -- EACH ONE A SYMBOL OF THE PROFOUND
BONDS AMERICANS SHARE. // IT WAS SENT TO ME BY LYNNE
VINCENT, A TEACHER IN NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA.

- 18 - _

FOR FIVE YEARS, SHE WORE A BRACELET INSCRIBED WITH YOUR
NAME. ON THE DAY OF YOUR RELEASE, SHE WROTE: "I
WANTED YOU TO HAVE MY BRACELET SO YOU WOULD KNOW YOU
WERE ALWAYS IN THE THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS OF MANY
AMERICANS." // |

ON. THE SIDE OF THIS SIMPLE BAND ARE THE WORDS
"HEBREWS 13:3." THE VERSE READS AS FOLLOWS: "REMEMBER
THOSE WHO ARE IN BONDS AS IF YOU WERE BOUND WITH THEM."




- 19 -
WE REMEMBERED -- WE KEPT YOU IN OUR THOUGHTS AND

PRAYERS -- AND IN THE END, THE CHAINS THAT HELD YOU

PROVED NO MATCH FOR THE BONDS THAT UNITE ALL AMERICANS.
// |

_ TODAY THOSE OPEN ARMS WELCOME ALL OF YOU HOME. MAY
Gop BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

# # #
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and Staff Secretary

‘3} g ™ »
(J.‘i '& ST YN Ext. 2702
Y HULD



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

J pEcHl P8 3¢
December 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

'THROUGH : DAVE DEMAREST
. TONY SNOW
' FROM: DAN MC GROARTY @v“0h
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE MEDAL
OF FREEDOM TO SECRETARY-GENERAL JAVIER PEREZ
DE CUELLAR ‘

I. SUMMARY ' :

On Thursday, December 12, 1991 at 5:00 p.m. you will deliver
remarks in the East Room to welcome our returning hostages. You
will also present the Medal of Freedom to United Nations
Secretary-General Javier Perez De Cuellar, and the Presidential
Award for Exceptional Service to Assistant Secretary-General
Giandomenico Picco. Each hostage will be accompanied by several
family members. °

II. DISCUSSION _

Your remarks (approximately 10 minutes / cards) welcome home
the recently freed American hostages, restate our no-negotiations
policy, and pay tribute to the tireless efforts of Secretary-
General De Cuellar and Assistant Secretary-General Picco.

The bracelet, referenced in the text, (p. 5) was worn by
Lynne Vincent for five years in honor of Thomas Sutherland. She
wrote asking you to see that it be returned to him.



McGroarty/Bunton

December 11, 1991

5:15 p.m.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HOSTAGES/DE CUELLAR MEDAL OF FREEDOM
THE EAST ROOM -

DECEMBER 12, 1991

5:00 P.M.

Good afternoon. I am honored to be joined here by two
gentlemen who represent our highest humanitarian ideals: UN
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar and Assistant
Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco. // Let me also welcome to
the White House the friends and families of five special men
returned to freedom. / Finally, to Thomas Sutherland / Alann
Steen / Jesse Turner / Joseph Cicippio / and Terry Anderson: let
me simply say: welcome home. //

All over America, people waited for the day your long ordeal'_
would end. All over America, we share your joy: we thank God
that you are free. //

"Nothing says it better than the sign back in Norristown,

- Pennsylvania, in Thomas Cicippio's front yard. For five long

years, that sign served as a constant reminder: with the name of

each hostage -- a number counting each cruel day. Then, one by
one, the numbers gave way to a sign marked "FREED." Finally,
just nine days ago, came the moment the Cicippio family prayed
for. Over Joseph's name, they nailed nof another number, but a
sign, that read: "FREE AT LAST."

All of you have survived an act of unspeakable, uncivilized
cruelty. Hostage-taking is hell on a human scale -- not just for
the innocents held captive, but for the families they left
behind. /[
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No power on earth can give back the years you have lost.
Yet no one can take from you the strength of spirit that
sustained you. The world is now learning the horrors you '
endured. But we're learning as well the story of your‘survival -
- the miracle you fashioned from the hope your captors could not
take away. /[

We know now how you used the language of the deaf to

communicate from cell to cell -- to speak to one another in

silence; how you managed to learn from one another -- laugh with
one another -- help each other sustain a stubborn dignity. //
You demonstrated‘éach day in captivity a defiant faith. You
believed in your country, your families, your colleagues -- and

yourselves. You knew, that one day, you would go free. l/

Your triumph shines new light on a simple truth. The days
and years apart burn away the trivial things we once thought had
value -- to reveal what truly mattérs'in life: family / faith /
hope and love. Seeing freedom through yoﬁr eyes -- even for a
moment -- frees us from the petty concerns that so often hold us
hostage and distract .us from life's larger joys. [//

The families here today are whole again; But for others,
the ordeal is not over: for two German citizens and their
families -- for the families of two cburageous-Americans whose
duty sent tﬁem'to Lebanon and who died at the hands of their
captors. In the name of the civilized values we hold dear, I
call on those responsible for these crimes: Free Heinrich

Struebig and Thomas Kemptner. Return the remains of Rich Higgins
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and William Buckley. Let the families of these innocent men find
peace. ///

The truth is clearﬁ Hostage-taking has failed. From the
beginning in Tehran in 1979, hostage-takers sought to exploit our
system's reverence for the individual as a weakness. //

Your captors believed hostage-taking would tie our hands.
They were wrong. We remain determined to defend American

interests and international principles in the Middle East.
Through Desert Shield and Desert Storm, we stood fast against

aggression. We showed the world: terrorism in all its forms
cannot succeed. //
In the end, the hostage-takers did more damage to their

cause than they did to American resolve. In the end, each

hostage-taking -- each heartless act against innocents --

announced to the world the inhumanity of the captors.

Tom Sutherland and Terry Anderson -- you were right when you
said no to negotiating with hostage-takers. This Administration
has followed a no-negotiation policy since the beginning.
Bargaining serves only to make a currency of human lives -~ and
leads to more of the evil it seeks to end. I am convinced that'
this course remains the world's best hope that no more. innocent
men and women will meet your fate -- that no family will ever
again be forced to endure your years in agony.

This policy was not.without risk. Sticking with it was

never easy -- especially for a countfy that cares so deeply about
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every American held against his will. / But we @ave learned

a Wy, G pety
that it works: Iﬁﬂéﬁ%ggjthe agony -- it ou home. /// /;5462

Yes, America did iﬁs part. Many men and women in this
country and around the world -- most of whom you will never meet
-- worked to secure your freedom. Today, we recognize the
selfless efforts of one man who at great personal risk helped
bring you to freedom. In his years as special envoy at the
United Nations, Assistant Secretary-General Giani Picco has
sought always to serve peace and resolve conflict. Today, for
his efforts in winning the freedom of our hostages, we honor
Giandomenico Picco with the Presidential Award for Exceptional
Service. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL:]

We a;so honor the man who made your release & personal
égﬁﬁﬁéégéééé man whose life work in service to humanitarian
ideals has won him honor the world over: Javier Perez de
Cuellar. //

Javier Perez de Cuellar has made peace among nations his
mission and taken the principles of the United Nations Charter as
his personal code. He was present at the creation: as a
delegate to the first General Assembly of the UN in 1946. We
first met in 1971, when each of us received the singular honor of
serving our countries as Permanent Representative to the United
Nations. My distinguished colleague went on to represent Peru in
the Security Council. For the past ten years, he has served the

cause of world peace as Secretary-General.
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His tenure has marked the rebirth of the UN -- its emergence
as a force for peace. Cooperation now replaées Cold War conflict
- aﬁd across the globe, -the UN now leads the international
effoft to resolve conflicts that have caused so much suffering.
Peacekeeping missions have proliferated -- 11 are underway right
‘now, 5 begun in thg past year alone. // Mr. Secretary-General,
I am personally grateful for your strong stand against Iraq's
brutal assault on Kuwait -- and your tireless work to sustain the
coalition. 1In large part because of your leadership, the United
Nations now stands closer to its»founding ideal than ever befére.
1/

Today, we honor this architect of peace -- a man I am proud
to call my friend. Mr. Secretary General: &ith great pride, I
now present to you the highest civilian honor this &ountry can
bestow: the Medal of Freedom. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT
AWARDS MEDAL. ] '

Finally, I want to present a simple gift -- this one to Tom
Sutherland. There are thousands more like it across America --
each one a.symbol of the profound bonds Americans share. /]l It
was sent to me by Lynne Vincent, a teacher in Northridge,
California. For five years, shé wore a bracelet inscribed with
your name. On the day of your release, she wrote: "i wanted you
to have my bracelet so you would know you were always in the
thoughts and prayers of many Americans." //

On the side of this simple band are the words "Hebrews

13:3." The verse reads as follows: "Remember those who are in



6
bonds as if you were bound with them." We remembered -- we kept
you in our thoughts and prayers -- and in the end, the chains
that held you proved no match for thg\Eonds that unite all

=
Americans. // ///4/
/a7
you

Today those open arms welcome

A

me. May God bless the

United States of America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVE DEMAREST
TONY SNOW
FROM: DAN MC GROARTY m\%h
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE MEDAL
< OF FREEDOM TO SECRETARY-GENERAL JAVIER PEREZ
DE CUELLAR

I. SUMMARY

Oon Thursday, December 12, 1991 at 5:00 p.m. you will deliver
remarks in the East Room to welcome our returning hostages. You
will also present the Medal of Freedom to United Nations
Secretary-General Javier Perez De Cuellar, and the Presidential
Award for Exceptional Service to Assistant Secretary-General
Giandomenico Picco. Each hostage will be accompanied by several
family members.

II. DISCUSSTON .

Your remarks (approximately 10 minutes / cards) welcome home
the recently freed American hostages, restate our no-negotiations
policy, and pay tribute to the tireless efforts of Secretary-
General De Cuellar and Assistant Secretary-General Picco.

The bracelet, referenced in the text, (p. 5) was worn by
Lynne Vincent for five years in honor of Thomas Sutherland. She
wrote asking you to see that it be returned to him.



McGroarty/Bunton
December 11, 1991
5:15 p.m.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HOSTAGES/DE CUELLAR MEDAL OF FREEDOM
THE EAST ROOM
DECEMBER 12, 1991
5:00 P.M.

Good afte:noon. I am honored to be joined here by two
gentlemen who represent our highest humanitarian ideals: UN
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar and Assistant
Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco. // Let me also welcome to
the White House the friends'and families of five special men
returned to fréedom. / Finally, to Thomas Sutherland / Alann
Steen / Jesse Tuiner / Joseph Cicippio / énd Terry Anderson: let
me simply say: welcome home. //

~ All over America, people waited for the day your long ordeal .
would end. All over America, we share your joy: we thank God
that you are free. //

Nothing says it better than the sign back in Norristown,
Pennsylvania, in Thomas Cicippio's front yard. For five long
years, that sign served as a constant reminder: with the name of
each hostage -- a-number counting each cruel day. Then, one-by'
one, the numbers gave way to a sign marked "FREED." Finally,
just nine days ago, came the moment the Cicippio family prayed
for. Over Joseph's name, they nailed not another number, but a
sign, that read: "FREE AT LAST." |

All of you have survived an act of unspeakable, uncivilized

cruelty. Hostage-taking is hell on a human scale -- not just for

the innocents held céptive, but for the families they left
behind. /
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No power on earth can give back the years you have lost.
Yet no one cah take from iou the strength of spirit that |
sustained you. The world is now learning the horrors you
endured. But we're learning as well the story of your survival -
- the miracle you fashioned from the hope your captors could not
take away. //

‘We know now how you used the language of the deaf to
communicate from cell to cell ---to speak to one another in
silence; " how you managed to learn from one another —- laugh with
one another -- help each other sustain a stubborn dignity. //
You demonstrated each day in captivity a defiant faith. You
believed in your country, your families, your colleagues -- and
yourselves. You knew, thaf one day, you would go free. //

Your triumph shines new light on a simple truth. The days
and years apart burn away the trivial things we once thought had
valué -- to ré?eal what truly matters in life: family / faith /
hope and love. Seeing.freedom through your eyes -- even for a
moment -- frees us from the petty concerns that so often hold us
hostage and distract us from life's larger joys. [///

The families here today are whole again. But for others,
the ordéal is not over: for two German citizens and their
families -- for the families of two courageous Americans whose
duty sent them to Lebanon and who died at the hands of théir
captors. 1In the name of the civilized values we hold dear, I
call on those responsible for these crimes: Free Heinrich

Struebig and Thomas Kemptner. Return the remains of Rich Higgins
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and William Buckley. Let the families of these innocent men find

peace. [//
The truth is clear: Hostage-taking has failed. From the

beginning in Tehran in 1979, hostage-takers sought to exploit our

system's reverence for the individual as a weakness. //

Your captors believed hostage-taking would tie our hands.
They were wrong. We remain determined to defend American
interests and international principles in the Middle East.
Thfoﬁgh Desert Shield and Desert Storm, we stood fast against
aggression. We showed the world: terrorism in all its forms
cannot succeed. [/

Ih the end, the hostage-takers did more damage to their

cause than they did to American resolve. 1In the end, each

hostage-taking -- each heartless act against innocents --
announced to the world the inhumanity of the captors.

Tom Sutherland and Terry Anderson -- you wére right when you
said no to negotiatiﬁg with hostage-takers. This Administration
has followed a no-negotiation policy since the beginning.
Bargaining serves only to make a currency of human lives -- and

leads to more of the evil it seeks to end. I am cohvinced that

this course remains the world's best hope that no more innocent
~men and women will meet your fate -~ that no family will ever
again be forced to endure your years in agony.

This policy was not without risk. Sticking with it was

never easy -- especially for a country that cares so deeply about
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every American held against his will. / But we have learned
that it works: It ended the agony -- it brought you home. ///

Yes, America did its part. Many men and women in this
country and around the world -- most of whom you will never meet
-- worked to secure your freedom. Today, we recognize the 4
selfless efforts of one man who at great personal risk helped
bring you to freedom. 1In his years as special envoy at the
United Nations, Assistant Secretary-General Giani Picco has
sought always to serve peace and resolve conflict. Today, for
his efforts in winning the freedom of our hostages, we honor
Giandomenico Picco with the Presidenﬁial Award for Exceptional
Service. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL. ]

We also honor the man who made your release a personal
crusade -- a man whose life work in service to huﬁaﬁitarian
ideals has won him honor the world 6ver: Javier Perez de
Cuellar. //

Javier Perez de Cuellar has made peace among nations his
mission and taken the prinéiples of the United Nations Charter as
his personal code. He was present at the creation: as a
delegate to the first General Assembly of the UN in 1946. We
first met in 1971, when each of us received the singular honor of
serving our countries as Permanent Representative to the United
Nations. My distinguished colleague went on to represent Peru in
the Security Council. For the past ten years, he has served the

cause of world peace as Secretary-General.
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His tenure has marked the rebirth of the UN -- its emergencé

as a force for peace. Cooperation now replaces Cold War conflict

. == and across the globe,‘the UN now leads the international

effort to resolve conflicts that have caused so much suffering.

Peacekeeping missions have proliferated -- 11 are underway right

now, 5 beguh in the past year alone. // Mr. Secretary-General,
I am personally grateful for your strong stand against Iraq's -
brutal assault on Kuwait -- and your tireless work to Sustain the
coalition. 1In large part because of your leadership, the United

Nations now stands closer to its founding ideal than ever before.
//

Todéy, we honor this architect of peace -- a man I.am proud
to call my friend. Mr. Secretary General: with great pride, I
now present to yoﬁ the highest civilian honor this country can
bestow: the Medal of Freedom. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT
AWARDS MEDAL.] .

Finally,.I want to present a simplevgift -- this one to Tom
Sutherland. There are thousands more like it across America --
each one a symbol of the profound bonds Americans share. [/ It
was sent to me by Lynne Vincent, a teacher in Northridge,
California. For five years, she wore a bracelet inscribed with
your name. On the day of your release, she wrote: "I wanted you
to have my bracelet so you woﬁld know you were always in the
thoughts and prayers of mahy Americans." //

Oon the side of»this simple band are fhe words "Hebrews

13:3." The verse reads as follows: "Remember those who are in
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bonds as if you were bound with them." We remembered -- we kept
you in our thoughts and prayers -- and in the end, the chains
that held you proved no match for the bonds that unite all
Americans. //
Todéy those open arms welcome you homé. May God bless the

United states of America.
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Good afternoon. I am honored to be joined here by two

gentlemen who represent our highest humanitarian ideals: UN

!){
Ass1stant Secretary-General Glandomenxco plcco and Secret;;;*\

eneral Javier Perez de Cuellar.,'7' Let meAwelcome to the White
/’ Fyve

House the frie HS“xnd—fam1lzes of four special me? returned to
23

S Twwrne ~—

freedom. And to Thomas Sutherland / Alann Steen quoseph

Cicippio / and Terry Anderson: let me simply say: welcome home.

//

.Barbara and I are grateful You could share this special day

with us. When each of you were taken hostage
—— 7

we sufferedyand shared your grief. We counted each cruel day --

marked the birthdays, the anniversaries, the Christmases missed -

- = and never gave up hope. Today, as a nation, we share your joy:

we thank God that you are free. !/

All of you have survived an act of unspeakable, uncivilized

cruelty. 1In each hostage-taking, we see hell on a human scale -

N
- not just for the 1nnocents held captive, but for the fam1q§e'
JoAnn Tuvner ame
they leave behind. Think ofASulome Anderson, the little glrlswe

watched grow up without E}eﬂ dad: Thlnk of Terry Anderson -- and
+D Wkom

the father and brother#he could not[_ goodbye. //
No power on earth can give you .back the Years you have lost.

Yet no one can take from you the strength of spirit that

sustained you. The world is learning now the horrors you
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endured. The days on end spent in darkness, blindfolded --
condemned to silence. The savage beatings -- the psychological
L enyring yYrn our/mma.m'F
&J)u assault aimed at stripping away your 1nner strength P\/ Yet you

managed to find ways -- even while in chains -- to communicate

with one another, to sustain one another: to demonstrate each

day in captivity a defiant faith. You knew, with a fierce faith
that inspires us, that one day, you would go free. //

Now, because you fdught despair -- because you held fast to

hope -- each one of you has been given a gift beyond measure: a

future with the family yvou love. //

The days and years apart burn away the things we once

thought had value ~- to reveal what truly matters in life:

Cau/v‘l‘l‘ﬂ /
/ﬁMggmlly / faith /, hope and love. Seeing freedom through your eyes

ﬂ”ﬁa even for a moment -- frees us from the petty concerns that so
{

fwﬁ often hold us hostage and distract us from life's larger‘;oys.
_/—_—--'—-----__——_~ . . s - i Y

ﬁf
citizens held against their will, and for the families of two

system's reverence for the individual as weakness. / Yet,

. - e S
| throughout  your imprisonment, the followed a single policy:
\ - i
\ < \
: . G y -\r." CI‘\/‘ \ ( » »%'
_‘L\_: . - M
e ﬁp/JX: €¥we 1 ' é}ﬂLEL?;OQN
. - .__J,r pY \\‘ ..\k :-\;“ - ':'i_ '_:_-, T{\
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te wiﬁQ‘terrorists.

S\ér.'élgnluna.tz
ugiii‘%v yxavenue to win your release -- bu never --never --=

‘ndékgfn, you said it besf: "you can't negotiate with

“ou can't give“them anything." // Bargaining

& A wor kmlf fac e
hséf‘qi veate a@%h%%«ﬁ?*ﬂnﬂnﬂﬁﬁain human lives.
y 5 J e
A unitea g Srld's best hope that no more

Thispolicy was not without\risks. Sticking with it was
\Some 15400 b g discipline. Foc. s indecest\Tho o were sorpmy,

“never A£asy.)} In ‘the end, the hostage-takers undefestimated our

resolve. They found that taking hostages did more damage to

S

their cause than it did to American LeSO1Vey——ipf

——\—M

Your captors believed hostage-taking would tie our hands.

Yet it did nothing to diminish our will to defend American

Principles
interests and internationaléguﬁJggin the Middle East. Through

Shielel 40 Decart ) Stvodl Faste
DéEEfEIgtorm

id, we |cantinue
against aggression -- /an r~the~primncip e€s"that-promise—a—just
I Gy ren wWonld pote Setteregd
and_lastingmpeace~inmthewuiddie~Eas€3 //
a résoluta_
Yes,hAmerica did its part. But your return to freedom was

> 0

the work of many men and women in this country and around the
world -- most of whom you will never meet. Today, we recognize

the selfless efforts of one man who at great personal risk helped

bring you to freedom. 1In his[%eé]gears as special envoy at the

Uny e Mat-ions "Granc ,
(i;) Zj » Assistant Secretary-General[é;andemenico§Picco has sought

always to serve peace and resolve conflict. Today, for his

]

efforts in winning the freedom of our hostages, we honor

n %'pf’o 2SS makting clocir to one el ctlf Yo *ﬁrror:s
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Giandomenico Picco with the Presidential Award for Exceptional
Service. (CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL. ]
We also honor the man who made your release a personal resdamsib,/}.
P e

{S:E&saﬂg? == a man whose life work in service to humanitarian

ideals has won him honor the world over: Javier Perez de

Cuellar. //
Javier Perez de Cuellar has made peace among nations his

mission and taken the principles of the United Nations Charter as
a : Creetiom
his personal code. He was Present at the Cﬁeund:‘mj: as a

delegate to the first General Assembly of the UN in 1946. We

first met in 1971, when each of us received the singular honor of
21 Maraat- r 252 fatl v

serving our countries as Ambassader) to the United Nations. My

distinguished colleague went on to represent Peru in the Security

COuncil,Ené—eerve—a's—.ttg“?re’si‘d'énQ For the past ten years, he

has served the cause of world peace as Secretary-Generalof fqumR})euf
. CR 7%

During his tenure, the UN has been reborn. Cold wWar

conflict has given way to true cooperation. Under UN auspices, A

Persmal efborts oF Tavier Porez de Cornllar

progress has been made in conflicts that have long defied
. aie wnele £
'solution. Peacekeeping missions have proliferated -- 11 hd

w right now, 5 begun in the past year alone. // Mr.
Secretary-General, I am personally grateful for your strong stand
against aggress,ionﬁriﬁ? ‘Kuwait == and your tireless work to sustain

the coalition. 1In large part because of your leadership, the

United Nations now stands closer to its founding ideal than e\}er
before; /! In /M(j/( fuf—éfcw-w of dW wisdons o nelstont,,
Javr2r , We apg ppbankict o sonded oo ten pilloo ma pro e vt
Seand, | humg /h'ﬁé;f;i , boeis? /)’ld?’\,&q’f/ and leten Standaicts
0F liFe - I
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Today, we honor this architect of peace -- a man whom I am
proud to call my friend. Mr. Secrefary General, it is with great
pride that I now present to you the highest honor this country

can bestow: the Medal of Freedom. [CITATION READ —- PRESIDENT

" AWARDS MEDAL. }

Finally, I want to present today a simple gift -- this one

.to Thomas Sutherland. There are thousands more like it across

America -- each one pfeéious, / It was sent to me by Lynn
Vincent, a teacher in Northridge, california. For five years,
she wore a bracelet inscribed with your name. On the day of your
release, she wrote: "I wanted you to have my bracelet so you
would.know you were always in the thoughts and prayers of many
Americans." //

On the side of this simple band are the words ;Hebrew 13:3."
The verse reads as follows: "Remember those who are in boigs as
if You were bound with them." We remeﬁbered -- we kepedyoﬁ in
our thoughts and prayers -- and in the end, the chains that held
you proved no match for the bonds that unite all Americans. //

Today those open arms welcome you home. ' ‘May God bless the

United States of America.
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BEFORE I BEGIN, LET ME COMMENT BRIEFLY ON A VERY
GRATIFYING DEVELOPMENT: WITH TERRY ANDERSON'S RELEASE,
ALL THE SURVIVING AMERICANS WHO HAD BEEN HELD HOSTAGE
BY TERROR GROUPS IN LEBANON ARE FREE. ALL AMERICANS
SHARE IN THE JOY OF THOSE WHO HAVE REGAINED THEIR
FREEDOM. OUR JOY MINGLES WITH SAD REMEMBRANCE OF
WiLrLzaM BuckLey AND CoL. RIcH HIGGINS, WHO WERE
BRUTALLY MURDERED BY THEIR CAPTORS.

THEIR SUFFERING HAS NOT BEEN IN VAIN. CIVILIZED
PEOPLE EVERYWHERE ARE REVULSED BY HOSTAGE-TAKING,
MURDER AND TORTURE.

-2 .

THE TERRORISTS' COWARDLY ACTION DID NOT DEMORALIZE us,
IT SERVED TO STEEL OUR RESOLVE. DURING THE GULF
CRISIS, WE SENT THAT MESSAGE TO ANY WOULD-BE AGGRESSOR
OR TERRORIST OR TYRANT IN MIDDLE EAST MORE CLEARLY THAN
'EVER BEFORE. AMERICANS JOINED ARABS, AFRICANS, AsIANS,
AND EUROPEANS IN A GLOBAL COALITION TO DEFEND
INTERNATIONAL ORDER AND CIVILIZED VALUES.

AMERICA WILL STAY ENGAGED IN THE MIDDLE EAST.
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» - WE'RE WORKING TO BRING NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEACE TO

FRUITION. THE RELEASE OF THE LAST AMERICAN HOSTAGE
SHOULD SIGNIFY ANOTHER MILESTONE ALONG THE PATH WE ARE
COMMITTED TO TRAVEL -- TO HALT TERROR AND VIOLENCE, TO

FOSTER PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING IN THE MIDDLE EAsT.
i # #
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For all of you here the nightmare has ended; but, for others it

still continues -- for two German citizens and their families,

and for two families of courageous Americans whose duty sent them —
to Lebanon and who died at the hands of their captors. In the

name of the civilized values all Christians and Muslims hold in

common, I call on those responsible for these crimes: Free

Heinrich Struebig and Thomas Kemptner; return the remains of Rich
Higgins and of William Buckley. Let these innocent families be

at peace.

Hostage taking has not been successful. From the beginning in
Teheran in 1979 the purpose was to force us to negotiate for
release by exploiting noble values that are deeply rooted in all
" Americans; respect for the individual person and a desire to end
the suffering of innocents.

Tom Sutherland and Terry Anderson, you were both right when on

your release you said no to negotiating with hostage holders. &///
This administration has followed a,EE:EEESEiEEiEE—RQliGY since

its beginning. Bargaining makes a baS€ currency of human lives,

and leads to more of the evil it seeks to end.

It is not an easy policy, and it has not been without risk. But
it is the most humane one and it offers the best hope that no
more innocents will share the fate that befell you, that no more
families will again be forced to endure such long years of agony.
We have learned that it works; it brought you home; it ended the
agony. In the end, the hostage holders did more damage to their
cause than they did to American resolve.



For all of you here the nightmare has ended; but, for others it
cokpinues - ﬁg; two German citizens and their families, and for
“families of/&durageous Americans whose duty sent them to

Lebanon and who died at the nepg§_0£ their captors. In the name

of the civilized values all—Christiah and Muslims hold in-common,

I call on those responsible for these crimes: Free Heinreich

Struebig and Thomas Kemptner; return the remains of Rich Higgins

and ef William Buckley. Let these inneecent families be at peace. "
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Hostage taking has not been successful. From the’beginning in

Teheran in 1979 the purpose was to force us to negotiate for FA”Q

release by exploiting noble values that are deeply rooted in all

Americans; respect for the individual person and a desire to end

the suffering of innocents. But, we learned -- at some cost it

must be said -- that making deals with terrorists is a mistake.

Tom Sutherland and Terry Anderson, you were both right when on
your release you said no to negotiating with hostage holders.
This administration has followed that policy since the beginning.
We have not negotiated with your captors. Bargaining makes a
base currency of human lives, and leads to more of the evil it
seeks to end. An apparently cruel -- but in fact, most humane -
- approach of not negotiating is now recognized as the best hope
that no more innocent men and women will share the fate that
befell you, that no more families will again be forced to endure
such long years of agony.

This policy has not been without risk. Sticking to it was never
easy, especially in a democracy that is - : igh-—these /-
noble-values of individual freedom “ But we have
learned that it works; it brought you home; it ended the agony.—}
In the end, the hostage holders did more damage to their cause
than they did to American resolve. In the end, the hostage
holders have diminished themselves for their cruelty and
inhumanity to innocent civilians.
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Zlightmare has ended; but, for others it

, 4 contlirnues -- for two German citizens and their families,

and for two families of courageous Americans whose duty sent them
to Lebanon and who died at the hands of their captors. 1In the
name of the civilized valuesf/all Christians and Muslims hold in
common, I call on those respbnsible for these crimes: Free
Heinrich Struebig and Thomas Kemptner; return the remains of Rich
Higgins and of William Buckley. Let these innocent families be

at peace.

7

Hostage taking has not been successful. From the beginning in
Teheran in 1979 the purpose was to force us to negotiate for
release by exploiting noble values that are deeply rooted in all
) Americans; negéggﬁéé.for the indiyidual person and a desire to
AJé%L end the suffering of innocents. (But, we learned -- at some cost
/At must pe said -- that making dfals with terrorists is a

mistakei)

Tom Sutherland and Terry Anderson, you were both right when on
your release you said no to negotiating with hostage holders.
This administration has followed that policy since the beginning.
We have not negotiated with your captors. Bargaining makes a
base currency of human lives, and leads to more of the evil it
seeks'to end. An apparently cruel -- but in fact, most humane --
approach of not negotiating is now recognized as the best hope
that no more innocent men and women will share the fate that
befell you, that no more families will again be forced to endure

such long years of agony.

This policy S AR S A e ot e nc
has not been without risk. Sticking to it was never easy,
especially in a democracy that is proud to hold high those noble
values of individual freedom and human rights. But we have
learned that it works; it brought you home; it ended the agony.
In the end, the hostage holders did more damage to their cause

/ an they did to American resolve. In the end, the hostage
//1“” holders have dimished themselves for their cruelty and inhumanity

{) to innocent civilians.
47/




For all of you here the nightmare has ended; but, for others it
still continues -- for two German citizens and their families,
and for two families of courageous Americans whose duty sent them
to Lebanon and who died at the hands of their captors. 1In the
name of the civilized values all Christians and Muslims hold in
common, I call on those responsible for these crimes: Free
Heinrich Struebig and Thomas Kemptner; return the remains of Rich
Higgins and of William Buckley. Let these innocent families be
at peace.

Hostage taking has not been successful. From the beginning in
Teheran in 1979 the purpose was to force us to negotiate for
release by exploiting noble values that are deeply rooted in all
Americans; respect for the individual person and a desire to end
the suffering of innocents.

Tom Sutherland and Terry Anderson, you were both right when on
your release you said no to negotiating with hostage holders.
This administration has followed a no-negotiation policy since
its beginning. Bargaining makes a base currency of human lives,
and leads to more of the evil it seeks to end.

It is not an easy policy, and it has not been without risk. But
it is the most humane one and it offers the best hope that no
more innocents will share the fate that befell you, that no more
families will again be forced to endure such long years of agony.
We have learned that it works; it brought you home; it ended the
agony. In the end, the hostage holders did more damage to their
cause than they did to American resolve.
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PRESIIJEQTEA!IB REMARKEE HOSTAGES/DE CUELLAR MEDAL OF FREEDOM
THE EAST ROOM
DECEMBER 12, 1991
4:30 P.M.??

Good afternoon. I am honored to be joined here by two
gentlemen who represent our highest humanitarian ideals: UN
Assistant Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco and Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. ,/ Let me welcome to the White
House the friends and families of four special men returned to
freedom. And to Thomas Sutherland / Alann Steen / Joseph

Cicippio / and Terry Anderson: let me simply say: welcome home.

/]

Barbara and I are grateful you could share this special day

. e, (Ren W)
¢  with us. When each of you were taken hostage --Aas a nation --

ﬂéh;

suffered and shared your grief. We counted each cruel day --

Nolidays (Ko 0g1eh
marked the birthdays, the anniversaries, the—christmases ssed -
- and never gave up hope. Today, as a nation, we share your joy:

we thank God that you are free. //

All of you have surv1ved an act of unspeakable, uncivilized
A whiek\ enve lops (?oi‘"cO
}C cruelty. 1In each.hostage-taklng, we see hell en—a-humgn—seaée——LJ
Por C?ol‘m
- not just-ferﬁghe innocents held captive, but -fe#’the family

they leave behind. Think of Sulome Anderson, the little girl we
watched grow up without her dad. Think of Terry Anderson -- and
the father and brother he could not wish goodbye. //

No power on earth can give you back the years you have lost.

56, Yet no one can take from you the strength of spirit that

uﬂﬂ%m sustained y The world is 1earn1ng nowFthe E%rrors you
M :
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endured. The days on end spent in darkness, blindfolded --
condemned to silence. The savage beatings -- the psychological
assault aimed at stripping away your inner strength. / vYet you
managed to find ways -- even while in chains -- to communicate
with one another, to sustain one another: to demonstrate each
day in captivity a defiant faith. You knew, with a fierce faith
that inspires us, that one day, vou woulgggg,free. //

Now, because you fought despair -- because you held fast to

hope -- each one of you has been given a gift beyond measure: a

future with the family you love. //

The days and yeafs apart burn away the things we once

thought had value -- to reveal what truly matters in life:
family / faith / hope and love. Seeing freedom through your eyes
—-- even for a moment -- frees us from the petty connerns that so-
often hold us hostage and distract us from life's lafger joys.
For all of you, the nightmare has ended. But right now, the

anguish continues -- for the families of two innocent German
citizens held aéainst their will, and for the families of two
courageous Americans who died at the hands of their captors. 1In
the name of the civi;ized values we hold dear, I call on those
responsible for this crime: return the remains of Rich Higgins -
and William Buckley. Let those who loved them find peace. [/

B From the beginning, the hostage-takers‘sought‘to exploit_our

system's reverence for the individual as a weakness. / Yet,

throughout your imprisonnent, the U.S. followed a single policy:
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Pursue every avenue to win your release -- but never --never --
negotiate with terrorists.

Terry Anderson, you said it best: "You can't negotiate with
hostage-takers. You can't give them anything." // Bargaining
would do no more than create a kind of-currency in human lives.
A united front remains the world's best hope that no more
innocént men or women would meet your fate -- that no family
would ever again be forced to endure your years in agony.

This policy was not without risks. Sticking with it was
never easy. In the end, the hostage-takefs underestimated our
resolve. They found that taking hostages did more damage to

their cause than it did to American resolve.

lmpc&L owr ability:

Your captors belleved hostage-taklng would t&g;gur—zz?ds4—‘
e dec1dwe—

Yet it did nothing. to diminish our will to defend American ac‘hdﬂ';

F%r&li)
interests and international ideals in the Middle East. Through
Desert'storm to the Conference in Madrid, we continued to stand
against aggression -- and for the principles that promise a juét
and lasting peace in the Middle Eaét. //

Yes, America did its part. But your return to freedom was *1dh
the work of many men and women in this country and around the ﬂh
world -- most of whom you will never meet. Today, we recognize(V \>c~’
the selfless efforts of one-man-who at great personal risk helped

bring you to freedom. TIn his ten years as speéiai envoy at the

UN, Assistant Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco has sought

always to serve peace and resolve conflict. Today, for his

efforts in winning the freedom of our hostages, we honor
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Giandomenico Picco with the Presidential Award for Exceptional
Service. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL. ]
We also honor the man who made your release a personal

crusade ~- a man whose life work in service to humanitarian

ideals has won him honor the world over: Javier Perez de

Cuellar. //

Javier Perez de Cuellar has made peace among nations his
mission and taken the principles of the United Nations Charter as
his personal code. He was present at the founding: as a
delegate to the first General Assembly of the UN in 1946. We
first met in 1971, when each of us received the singular honor of
serving our countries as Ambassador to the United Nations. My
distinguished colleague went on to represent Peru ih.the Security
Council and serve as its Presideqt. For the past tén years, he
has served the cause of world peace as Secretary-General.

During his tenure, the UN has been reborn. Cold War
conflict has given way to true cooperation. Under UN auspices,
progress has been made in conflicts that have long defied
solutiqn. Peacekeeping missions have proliferated -- 11 overall
in action right now, 5 begun in the past year alone. // Mr.
Secretary-General, I am personally grateful for your strong stand
against aggression in Kuwait -- and your tireless work to sustain
the coalition. 1In large part because of your leadership, the
United Nations now stands closer to its founding ideal than ever

before. //
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Today, we honor this architect of peace -- a man whom I am
proud to call my friend. Mr. Secretary General, it is with great
pride that I now present to you the highest honor this country

can bestow: the Medal of Freedom. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT

AWARDS MEDAL. ]

Finally, I want to present today a simple gift -- this one
to Thomas Sutherland. There are thousands more like it across
America'-— each one precious. / It was sent to me by Lynn
Vincent, a teacher in Northridge, California. For five years,
she wore a bracelet inscribed with your name. On the day of your
release, she wrote: "I wanted you to have my bracelet so you
would know you were always in the thoughts and prayers of many
Americans." //

On the side of this simple band are the words "Hebrew 13:3."

The verse reads as follows: "Remember those who are in honds as
o\ of (2o th)
if you were bound with them." We remembered -- we kept' you in

our thoughts and prayers -- and in the end, the chains that held
you proved no match for the bonds that unite all Americans. //
'Today those open arms welcome yod home. May God bless the

United States of America.
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Good afternoon. I am honored to be joined here by two
gentlemen who represent our highest humanitarian ideals: UN
Assistant Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco and Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. / Let me welcome to the White
House the friends and families of four special men returned to
freedom. And to Thomas Sutherland / Alann Steen / Joseph
Cicippio / and Terry Anderson: let me simply say: welcome home.
//

Barbara and I are grateful you could share this special day
with us. When each of you were taken hostage -- as. a nation --

we suffered and shared your grief. We counted e cruel day --

marked the birthdays, the anniversaries, the missed -

- and never gave up hope. Today, as a nation, /e share your joy:

iy

All of you have survived an act of unspeakable, uncivilized

we thank God that you are free. //

cruelty. In each hostage-taking, we see hell on a human scale -
- not just for the innocents held captive, but for the family
they leave behind. Think of Sulome Anderson, the little girl we
watched grow up without her dad. Think of Terry Anderson -- and
the father and brother he could not wish goodbye. //

No power on earth can give you back the years you have lost.

Yet no one can take from you the strength of spirit that

sustained you. The world is learning now the horrors you
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endured. The days on end spent in darkness, blindfolded --
condemned to silence. The savage beatings -- the psychological
assault aimed at stripping away your inner strength. / Yet you
managed to find ways -- even while in chains -- to communicate
with one another, to sustain one another: to demonstrate each
day in captivity a defiant faith. You knew, with a fierce faith
that inspires us, that one day, you would go free. //

Now, because you fought despair -- because you held fast to

hope -- each one of you has been given a gift beyond measure: a

future with the family you love.  //

The days and years apart burn away the things we once

thought had value -- to reveal what truly matters in life:
family / faith / hope and love. Seeing freedom through your eyes
—-— even for a moment -- frees us from the petty eoneerns that so
often hold us hostage and distract us from life's larger joys.
For all of you, the nightmare has ended. Bﬁt right now, the
anguish continues -- for the families of two'innocent German
citizens held against their will, ana for the families of two
courageous Americans who died at the hands of their captors. 1In
the name of the civilized values we hold dear, I call on those
responsible for this crime: return the remains of Rich Higgins
and William Buckley. Let those who loved them find peace. //

From the beglnnlng, the hostage-takers sought to exp101t our

system' s reverence for the individual as a weakness. / Yet,-

throughout your imprisonment, the U.S. followed a single policy:
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Pursue every avenue to win yoﬁr release -- but never --never --
negotiate with terrorists.

Terry Anderson, you said it best: "Ybu can't neéotiate Qith
hostage-takers. You can't give them anything." // Bargaining
would do no more than create a kind of currency in human lives.
A united front remains the world's best hope that no more
innocent men or women would meet your fate -- that no family
would ever again be forced to endure your years in agony.

This policy was not without risks. Sticking with it was
never easy.- In the end, the hostage-takers underestimated our
resolve. They found that taking hostages did more damage to

their cause than it did to American resolve. //

Your captors believed hoétage-taking would tie our hands.
Yet it did nothing to diminish our will to defend Aﬁerican
interests and international ideals in the Middle East. Through
Desert Storm to the Conference in Madrid, we continued to stand
against aggression -- and for the principles that promise a just
and lasting peace in the Middle East. //

Yes, America did its part. But your return to freedom was
the work of many men and women in this country and around the
world -- most of whoﬁ you will never meet. Today, we recognize
the selfless efforts of one man who at great personal risk helpéd

bring you to freedom. 1In his ten years as special envoy at the

) UN, Assistaht Secretary-General Giandomenicoé Picco has sought

always to serve peace and resolve conflict. Today, for his

efforts in winning the freedom of our hostages, we honor
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Giandomenico Picco with the Presidential Award for Exceptional
Service. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL.]

We also honor the man who made your release a persohal
crusade -- a man whose life work in service to humanitarian
ideals has won him honor the world over: Javier Perez de
Cuellar. //

Javier Perez de Cuellar has made peace among nations his
mission and taken the principles of the United Nations Charter as
‘his personal code. He was present at the founding: as a
delegate to the first General Assembly of the UN in 1946. We
first het in 1971, when each of us received the singular honor of
serving our countries as Ambassador to the United Nations. My
distinguished colleague went on.to represent Peru in the Security
Council and serve-as its President. For the past tén years, he
has served the cause of world peace as éecretary-General. |

During his tenure, the UN has been reborn. Cold War -
conflict has given way to true cooperation. Under UN auspices,
progress has been made in conflicts that have lorg defied
solution. Peacekeeping missions have proliferated -- 11 overall
in action right now, 5 begun in the past year alone. // Mr.
Secretary-General, I.am personaily grateful for your strong stand
against aggression in Kuwait -- and your tireless work to sustain
the coalition. 1In large part because of ydur leadership, the
United»Nations now stands closer to its founding ideal than ever

before. //
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Today, we honor this architect of peace -- a man whom I am

5

proud to call my friend. Mr. Secretary Gengral, it is with great
pride that I now present to you the highest /honor this country

can bestow: the Medal of Freedom. [CITATION READ -- PRESIDENT

AWARDS MEDAL. ]

Finally, I want to present today a simple gift -- this one
to Thomas Sutherland. There are thousands more like it across
America -- each one precious. / It was sent to me by Lynn
Vincent, a teacher in Northridge, California. For five years,
she wore a bracelet inscribed with your name. On the day of your
release, she wrote: "I wanted you to have my bracelet so you
would know you were always in the thoughts and prayers of many
Americans." //

On the side of this simple band are the words 6Hebrew 13:3.%
The verse reads as follows: "Remember those who are in bonds as
if you were bound with them." We remembered -- we kept you in
our thoughts and prayers -- and in the end, the chains that held
you proved no match for the bonds that unite all Americans. //

Today those open arms welcome you home. May God bless the

United States of America.
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THE EAST ROOM
DECEMBER 12, 1991
4:30 P.M.??

Good afternoon. I am honored to be joined here by two
gentlemen who represent our highest humanitarian ideals: UN
Assistant Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco and Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. / Let me welcome to the White
House the friends and families of four special men returned to
freedom. And to Thomas Sutherland / Alann Steen / Joseph
Cicippio / and Terry Anderson: let me simply say: welcome home.
//

Barbara and I are grateful you could share this special day
with us. When each of you were taken hostage -- as. a nation --
we suffered and shared your grief. We counted each cruel day --
marked the birthdays, the anniversaries, the Christmases missed -

- and never gave up hope. Today, as a nation, we share your joy:

we thank God that you are free. //

All of you have survived an act ofﬁunspeakable, uncivilized
\ wHeH ENVELOPS -
cruelty. In each hostage-taking, we see hell onwa»humanwscale)Z

- not just-fer%the innocents held captive, but-fcrfihe family
they leave behind. Think of Sulome Anderson, the little girl we
watched grow up without her dad.. Think of Terry Anderson -- and
the father and brother he could not wish goodbye. //

No power on earth can give you back the years you have lost.

Yet no one can take from you the strength of spirit that

sustained you. The world is learning now the horrors you
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endured. The days on end spent in darkness, blindfolded --
condemned to silence. The savage beatings -- the psychological
assault aimed at stripping away your inner strength. / Yet you
managed to find ways -- even while in chains -- to communicate
with one another, to sustain one another: to demonstrate each_

day in captivity a defiant faith. You knew, with a fierce faith-

that inspires us, that one day, you would go free. //
Now, because you fought despair -- because you held fast to

hope -- each one of you has been given a gift beyond measure: a

future with the family you love.  //

The days and years apart burn away  the things we once
thought had value -- to reveal what truiy matters in life:
family / faith / hope and love. Seeing freedom through your eyes
—-= even for a moment -- frees us from the petty consernS»that so
For all of youq_the'nightmare has ended. But right now, the
anguish continues -- for the-families of two innocent German
citizens held against their will, and for the families of two
courageous Americans who died at the hands of their captors. 1In
theﬂname of the civi;ized values we hold dear, I call on those
responsible for this crime: return the remains of Rich Higgins -
and William Buckley. Let those who loved them find peace. //
. From the beglnnlng, the hostage-takers sought to exploit our

systen' S reverence for the individual as a weakness. [ Yet,

throughout your imprisonment, the U.S. followed a single policy:
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Pursue every avenue to win your release -- but never --never --
negotiate with terrorists.

Terry Anderson, you said it best: "You can't negotiate with
hostage-takers. You can't give them anything." // Bargaining
would do no more than create a kind of currency in human lives.
A united front remains the world's best hope that no more
innocent men or women would meet your fate -- that no family
would ever again be forced to endure your years in agony.

This policy was not without risks. Sticking with it was
never easy. In the end, the hostage-takeré underestimated our
resolve. They found that taking hostages did more damage to

their cause than it did to American resolve. //

IMPERE, OUR ABILITY.
Your captors believed hostage-taking would-tie—eaé—haquéL

TO THE DEpigIvE Ao, , ' :
Yet it did nothing to diminish our will to defend American
interests and international ideals in the Middle East. Through
Desert Storm to the Conference in Madrid, we continued to stand
against aggression -- and for the principles that promise a juét
and lasting peace in the Middle East. //

Yes, America did its part. But your return to freedom was
the work of many men and women in this country and around the
world -- most of whom you will never meet. Today, we recognize
the selfless efforts of one man who at great personal risk helped
bring you to freedom. 1In his ten years as special envoy at the_

~UN, Assistant Secretary-General Giandomenico Picco has sought

always to serve peace and resolve conflict. Today, for his

efforts in winning the freedom of our hostages, we honor
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Giandomenico Picco with the Presidential Awa;d for Exceptional
Service. [CITATION ﬁEAD -- PRESIDENT AWARDS MEDAL. ]

We also honor the man who made your release a personal
crusade -- a man whose life work in service to humanitarian
ideals has won him honor the world over: Javier Perez de
Cuellar. // |

Javier Perez de Cuellar has made peace among nations his
mission and taken the principles of the United Nations Charter as
his personal code. He was present at the foundiné: as a
delegate to the first General Assembly of the UN in 1946. We
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