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I remember exactly when I first heard the news about Pearl
Harbor -- as I'm sure all oijou do, too. I was seventeen years
et T jMin af—
old, walking across the yard in-kigh school. My thoughts in
those days didn't turn to world events, but mainly to simpler

things: making the basketball team, entering college. That walk

-

across campus marked an end of innocence for me, and someone Wkw ‘

later described the attack as the instant "when the impossible
happened, when warfare suddenly spread, for the first and only
time in history, to virtually the whole world."

When Americans heard the news, they froze in shock. But
just as quickly we came together. I was swept up in it -- I

became determined that very day. I wanted to be a Navy pilot.

gw Towr L, lay 2
of

And so, on my 18th birthday, I was sworn into the Navy as a
Seaman Second Class. Just a scared and nervous kid, learning how

to fly the "low and Elow" torpedo bombers ... I named my Grumman

") Avenger for Barbara. I was shocked at my first sight of Pearl

Harbor in April of 'Q4: we came into port on the San Jacinto, and

docked right behind the Essex. Nearby, the Utah was still on her
side, and parts of tne Arizona still poked through the water.
Everywhere the skeleﬁons of ships reached out, as if to demand

remembrance -- and warn us of our own mortality.
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Heading out with Admiral Mitscher's Fleet, we quickly saw
the face of batfle -- I wrote letters to the families of crewmen _>
who didn't return from bombing runs, and I prayed for my buddies
when their planes got hit. I lost friends. We all did.

A thousand men died in a matter of minutes on this site, a

- half century ago. Many more died that same day as Japanese

forces assaulted the‘Philippines, Guam, Wake Island, Midway
Island;.Malaya and Hong Kong. The first blaste at Pearl Harbor
ennihilated our national illusions. They demonstratedvto one and
ali the futility of isolationism, the stupidity of complacency,
and the imbortance of preparedness. In "the two hours that Qwvoé
changed the world," Pearl Harbor propelled each of us into a Tnkorry
titanic contest for mankind's future. It galvanized the American
spirit as never before into a single-minded resolve.that could
produce enly one thing: victory.

Churchill knew it as soon as he heard the news that night.

After the loss at Dunkirk, the Fall of France, the blitz of

‘London, the scourge of the U-boats, he said that once America had

been attacked, there was "no more doubt about the end." He knew
then that the American spirit would not fail.
The next day, President Roosevelt proclaimed the singular

American objective: "With confidence in our armed forces -- with

‘the unbounding determination of our people -~ we will gain the

inevitable triumph -- so help us God." It was the steadfastness

of the American people that would "win the war" and "win the

peace that follows."
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We triumphed in both, despite the fact that the American
people did not want to be drawn into the initial conflict -- "the
unsought war," it's been called. Ironically, isolationists
gathered together at an "America First" rally in Pittsburgh at
precisely the moment that bombs here were sending Americans to
early, violent deaths. Before nightfall, our Nation discovered
that isolationism really boils down to defeatism, defiant self-
doubt -- it involves a childlike fear that evil will go away if
we just avert our eyes. You cannot defeat tyranny by avoiding
it. You cannot meet the challenges of world leadership by
retreating from the world. Fifty years after Pearl Harbor, we ¥
know that despite our two oceans, no nation is an island. Jﬁp*
Those who call today for an "America First" isolationism, c”Ewp::f
like those who rallied in Pittsburgh 50 years ago, aon't see the G’f
danger -- military and economic -- that isolationism invites. As
science and technology change, so do the means and methods of
warfare. Sneak attacks -- from terrorists, military strongmen,
and renegade nations bent on aggression -- now occupy our
attention, just as superpower tensions did a couple of years ago.
Events in the Persian Gulf, Yugoslavia, the Middle East and
elsewhere prove that the post-Cold War world is a volatile place.
Isolationists also overlook the gains from engagement. The
United States is a Pacific nation. Next month in Asia, I'll
discuss with our Pacific allies their responsibility to share the
burdens of leadership with us in the new world order. We will

discuss our economic and political responsibilities; our roles as



4
trading partners and politicallallies. Together, we will
continue our maréh to secure free markets and free people.

Fifty years ago, we §aid a heavy price for complacency and
overconfidence. We failed to make pfoper use of new radar
technology that day in Pearl Harbor, and hundreds of people died
for it. The people of Hawaii learned the hard way the importance
of defense technologies. Today they stand~at the forefront of
developing the Strategic Defense Initiative, to protect America
from future surprise attacks. in fact, this year's defense -
budget increased funding for SDI, and we have, for the firSt
time, committed to deployment of a ballistic missile defense
syétem. 'We will never know where our next enemy lurks. But we
do know the absolute importance of employing 21st Century
technologies to deal with the 21st Century world. '

Pear; Harbor proved the value of unity and the strength of
America's resolve. The unity that made us invincible in war, now
makes us secure in peace. To the brave men and women who haﬁe
defended our country -- in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada,
Panama and the liberation of Kuwait --'T say this: we will always
remember you -- ﬁith gratitude and with pride. We will always be
prepared -- prepared to take on aggression, prepared to step
forward in reconciliation, and prepared to make peace.

. It is important to come to grips with the past. No nation
can fully understand itself or find its. place in the world if it
does not. look with'élear eyes at all the glories and degradations

- of its past. We in the United States have come to realize the
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great injustice in our history: that when the rights of any
individual are taken away -- even in time of war -- we are all
threatened. The internment of Americans of Japanese ancestry was.
a disgrace to America that will never be repeated.

But despite the internment of their families, thousands of
-young men -- including Senator Inouye and the late Sehator
Matsunaga -- volunteered in the 100th Infantry Battalion and the
442nd Regimental Combat Team -~ nicknamed "Go For Broke." As one
man put it, they placed duty before human rights. 1In liberating
dozens of French and Italian towns, they ultimately went on what
may be the most decorated unit in U.S. Army history. Nowhere did
mothers display their sons' gold stars more proudly than in the
bleak surroundings of the internment camps. We owe these heroes
a debt of gratitude to this day, and we honor them by working to
end the cultural misunderstanding that separates Japan and
America. Those who use caricature and racial stereotypes for
domestic political ends dishonor these proud Americans. //

The values we cherish as a Nation -- equality of
opportunity, freedom of religion, speech and assembly, free and
vigoroué elections -- have become revered by many Nations. oOur
greatest victory in wWorld war II took place not on the field of
battle, "‘but in nations we once counted as foes. The ideals of
democracy and liberty have triumphed in a world once threatened
with conquqét by tyranny .and despotism.

Who would have thought in 1941 that our mortal enemies --

Germany, Japan and Italy -- would now stand with us, as strong
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allies? Five decades ago we waged a war to banish the shadow of
evil from the world, to let men and women of every country live
in.the b;ight light of liberty. Our victéry wés great -- and now
Germany, Japan and Italy belong to the community of free nations.
But the struggle for freedom is not complete. We look

forward to the day when the peoples of China, North Korea,‘
" Vietnam, Laoé, cambodia, Cuba and Burma can enjoy. the freedom of
democracy and open economies, and can experience the excitement
of engagement in the community of free nations.

| Ecoﬁomic security comes not through aggression but through
shared valués -- free people and free markets. Today we
celebrate much of tﬁe world's evolution to demoéracy, as ve
commemorate its fallen heroes -- the defenders of freedom -- as
weil as the victims of dictatorship, who never saw fhe light of
liberty. Earlier this year, when former enemies joined us in the
'fight against aggression in thé Persian Gulf, they jdined us to -
fight for the values upheld by the Heroes of the Harbor.
Together, we said to fhose entombed in the Arizona, and buried in
fields around our great land: You did not die in vain.

Earlier this morning, I paid my respects at the Arizona,
where it all began. Behind us stands the Missouri -- where it
ended, where the Japanese signed tﬁe Articles of Surrender. But
the Missouri was also the birthplace of democracy in Japan. Soon
after, Emperor Hirohito went to call on General MacArthur, Vho
noted that the Emperor had a "more thorough grasp of the

democratic concept than almost any [other] Japanese. He played a
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major role in the spiritual regeneration of Japan;" Their
meeting made history, and the.postwar era began to take shape.

I thought of the meeting with MacArthur the day in 1989 when
I attended the Emperor's funeral. I thought of it this morning,
too, as I visited the Nafional Cemetery and;the Arizona. I was
proud»to have served.my country, and I understand the anger that
lingers to this day. But this morning I also thought about
Japan's remarkable recovery and about her democfacy. I thought
of this as the birthplace of the new world order.

The friends I lost -- we all lost -- upheld a great cause.
Because of their sacrificé, the world now iives in freedom and
peace. It is right that we are here today. And it is right that
we go on from here. |

The first time I came to Pearl Harbor, I was a cocky young
Navy pilot who had never even been in a war zone. I had been
~trained to appreciate the gravity of war. I saw the wreckage
here. But I had yet to really understand the horrors that
awaited. |

By my éecond visit, I wasn't much older, but I had grown up
fast. I remember flying over the island, trying to imagine the
scene that day three years-earlier, when Japanese planes made
their way thrqﬁgh the mountain passes and swooped down upon thg
harbor. Having faced death and been given another chance to
live, I spent the time in Pearl thinking about the things that
were impértant to me -- faith and family among them. As you

look back on life, and retrace the steps that made you the person
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you are, you pick out defining moments, crucial events. Over the
years, Pearl Harbor still defines a part of who I am.
.Today, I come as a grown man, a father and a grandfather.

Récently a letter arrived from the son of a Pearl Harbor

.survivor; a Navy man named Bill Leu who is here today. His son

writes from his home in Tokyo: "A half century ago, my father's
thoughts were on surviving the attack and winning the war. He
could not have envisibned a future where his son would study and
work ih Japan. ' But he recognizes that the world has changed,
that America's challenges are different. His attitude represents
fhat of the United States: Do your duty, and raise the next
generation to do its.n ,
I come today as President, to'lead thé Nation in honoring

the last fifty years, its lessons and its heroces --'and to dream

of the next fifty years, the next generation, and the beginning

‘of the Next American Century. We must answer our call to deétiny

-= because it is America's destiny to lead, to strive =-- to be
"man's last best hope on ﬁarth." Today we dream of gaining "that
inevitable triumph ... so help us God."

Today, remembering those we loved and thinking about those
in whom we place our hearts® hopés) we know —-- as we knew then
-= that we will not fail. God bless theée United States of
America. Thank you.

# ##
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., .TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.
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Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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I remember exactly when I first heard the news about Pearl
Harbor -- as I'm sﬁre all of you do, too. I was seventeen years
old, walking across the yard in high school. My thoughts in
those days didn't turn to world events, but mainly to simpler
things: making the basketball team, entering college. That walk
across campus marked an end of innocence for me, and sbmeone
later described the attack as the instaﬁt "when the imbossible
happened, when warfare suddenly spread, for the first and only
time in history, to virtually the whole world."

When Americans heard the news, they froze in shock. But
just as quickly we came together. I was swept up in it -- T
became determined that very day. I‘wanted to be a Navy pilot.

And so, on my 18th birthday, I was sworn into the Navy as a
Seaman Second Class. Just a scared and nervous kid, learning how
to fly the "low and slow" torpedo bombers ... I named my Grumman
Avenger for Barbara. I was shocked at my first sight of Pearl
Harbor in April of '44: we came into port on the San Jacinto, an&
docked right behind the Essex. Nearby, the Utah was still on her
side, and parts of the Arizona still poked through the water. '
Everywhere the skeletons of ships reached out, as if to demand

remembrance -- and warn us of our own mortality.
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Heading out with Admiral Mitscher's Fleet, we quickly saw
the face of battle -- I wrote letters to the families of crewmen
who didn't return from bombing runs, and I prayed for my buddies
when their planes got hit. I lost friends. We all did.

A thousand men died in a matter of minutes on this site, a
half century ago. Many more died that same day as Japanese
forces assaulted the Philippines, Guam, Wake Island, Midway
Island, Malaya and Hong Kong. The first blasts at Pearl Harbor
annihilated our national illusions. They demonstrated to one and
all the futility of isolationism, the stupidity of complacency,
and the importance of preparedness. In "the two hours that
changed the world," Pearl Harbor propelled each of us into/é7(75Q5,{
titanic contest for mankind's future. It galvanized the American
spirit as never before into a single-minded resolve that could
produce only one thing: victory.

Churchill knew it as soon as he heard the news that night.

H—eé( ‘Zg‘(’c{ c‘ébwcewzf‘ (&7"“/““7’3 bﬂ"”"’;’”"’i/
Afeer -the-loess—at Dunkirk, the Fall of Franceh the blitz of L~
‘”( —f‘sz QM (A)’é“("“
London, the see&gge of the U-boats, he~sa¥£—that—eﬂee»Amer1ca had
I Acclaned
been attacked there was '"no more doubt about the end." He knew

then that the American spirit would not failv&f444¢léz 5quEM-V/
The next day, President Roosevelt proclaimed the singular
American objective: "With confidence in our armed forces -- with
the unbounding determination of our people -- we will gain the
inevitable triumph -- so help us God." It was the steadfastness

of the American people that would "win the war" and "win the

peace that follows."
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people did not want to be drawn into the inéli;z—coﬂf%ict -- "the «— #As.

unsought war," it's been called. Ironically, isolationists

gathered together at an "America First" rally in Pittsburgh at

. o . n~Llg—
preclisely the moment that»bombg“ﬁg;gkzere~sending Americans e {
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early, violent deathsﬂ Before nightfall, our NatiogAdisccvered

Vv that isolationism really boils down to defeatiqu defiant self-
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¥ You canrnot meet the challenges of world leadership by

retreating from the world. Fifty years after Pearl Harbor, we =~

know that despite our two oceans, no nation is an island. \ t;;ﬁ'l
Those who call today for an "America First" isolationism,

like those who rallied in Pittsburgh 50 years ago, don't see the

danger -- military and economic -- that isolationism invites. As

science and technology change, so do the means and methods of
e 't Aok Lo CErpfeart
warfare., terrorists, military strongmen,
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;¢4}U#' elsewhere prove that the post-Cold War world is a volatile place.
M O floy Steino ,
ﬁuwdhi Isolationists also-overlook-the gains from engagement. The

United States is a Pacific nation. Next month in Asia, I'll
discuss with our Pacific allies their responsibility to share the
burdens of leadership with us in the new world order. We will

discuss our economic and political responsibilities; our roles as
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trading partners and political allies. Togethef, we will
continue our march to secure free markets and free people.
Fifty years ago, we paid a heavy price for complacency and

overconfidence. 6W radar

4ampL-Ha;befT—aﬂd—hﬁﬁdreds—e#-pegp;g_gigg_)
for_it The ppnple—eé—Hawaii—iearﬁed—the_haxg,ﬂéY the importance
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deVeloping the Strategic Defense Initiative, to protect America

from—fHtufe—surprise—a%%aeks7——fn—fact7—this—yeaehsﬁkakﬁﬁﬁr'

budget—increased funding for SDI, and we have, for—the—first-
£ime, committed to deployment of a—ballistic missile derense
v Mg o et 3£A£ZHﬁ'ﬂdéfé4fJ”“471
systems We will-never know where eur-next—enemy Iurks. -But we mewi”
[Earerzd
de—kﬁew—the—abse%ﬁte—impertanee—afrempiey&ng_zlst_Century Zﬁﬁ?ﬁfﬁ
¥ 3
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Pearl Harbor proved the value of unity and the strength of 3;“4“%&
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Amerlca 8 resolve. The unity that made us invincible in war, now 'ag4%

makes us secure in peace. To the brave men and women who have ‘
W@%@MM@&@
defended our country -- 1n—WeLld_H_L;IIT_Kefea——Vie%ﬁamT—G;enada,

anama—a;Zithe—irﬁ"fatrcﬁ‘cf—Kuwait -- I say this: we will always

remember you -- with gratitude and with pride. We will always be
prepared -- prepared to take on aggression, prepared to step
] Cecrere Y
forward in reconciliation, and prepared to-make peace.
It is important to come to grips with the past. No nation
can fq;ly understand itself or find its place in the world if it

does not look with clear eyes at all the glories and degradations

of its past. We in the United States have come to realize the
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great injustice in our history: that when the rights of any
individual are taken away -- even in time of war -- we are all
threatened. The internment of Americans of Japanese ancestry was
a disgrace to America that will never be repeated.

But despite the internment of their families, thousands of
young men -- including Senator Inouye and the late Senator
Matsunaga -- volunteered in the 100th Infantry Battalion and the
442nd Regimental Combat Team -- nicknamed "Go For Broke." As one
man put it, they placed duty before human rights. In liberating
dozens of French and Italian towns, they ultimately went on what
may be the most decorated unit in U.S. Army history. Nowhere did
mothers display their sons' gold stars more proudly than in the
bleak surroundings of the internment camps. We owe these heroes
a debt of gratitude to this day, and we honor them by working to
Crids e
end the cultural misunderstanding that separates Japan and
America. Those_mhQ_use_Qaricatufe—and—raciai—stéréﬁf?§§§“fbr
domestic—poiiticai—ends*dishﬁnbr‘these—prOﬁdwﬁmericaﬁéi“//

The values we cherish as a Nation -- equality of
opportunity, freedom of religion, speech and assembly, free and
vigorous elections -- have become revered by many Nations. Our
greatest victory in World War II took place not on the field of
battle, but in nations we once counted as foes. The ideals of
democracy and liberty have triumphed in a world once threatened
with conquest by tyranny and despotism.

Who would have thought in 1941 that our mortal enemies --

Germany, Japan and Italy -- would now stand with us, as strong
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in_EQg_Q;1gh;_light_of_libe;%yT——ou:_xicto;y—was_great_::_and—new
Ge:mgg¥+_Japan—and—fta&y—be&ong—te the community of free nations.

But the struggle for freedom is not complete. We look
forward to the day when the peoples of China, North Korea,

Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Cuba and Burma can enjoy the freedom of

ezt » .
democracy and.opeajéconcmiés, a Périence the excitement
of _engagementin the community of free nations.

h
= . Today we =
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Celebrate much of the world's evolution to democracy s as—we
B U oot akzo

w&trt=as the victims of dictatorship, 3ho never saw the light of
s

. . . 4 eAwetgarce— .
liberty. Earlier this year, when former enemies joined us in the

) ) ) ) et~ r;M{,Lg
fight against aggression in the Persian Gulf, they
tiehre=for- the values upheld by the Heroes of the Harbor.
Together, we said to those entombed in the Arizona, and buried in
fields around our great land: You did not die in vain.
Earlier this morning, I paid my respects at the Arizona,
where it all began. Behind us stands the Missouri —-- where it el
(b»w(fﬂuAﬁﬂﬁc .
ended, where the Japanese signed the Articles of Surrender.[ But
the Missouri was also the birthplace of democracy in Japan.| Soon

after, Emperor Hirohito went to call on General MacArthur, who

noted that the Emperor had a "more thorough“grasp of the

' it ¢
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major role in the spiritual regeneration of Japan " Their
meeting made history, and the_pessﬁaﬁneﬁa began to take shape.
vt
I thought of &he meeting with MacArthur the—day—3n—1989 when
L 1967, / .

I attended the Emperor's funeralh I thought of it this morning,
too, as I visited the National Cemetery and the Arizona. I was
proud to have served my country, and I understand the anger that

lingers to this day. But this morning I also thought about

el th
Japan's remarkable—recovery and about her democracy. I thought

of this as the birthplace of the new world order.

The friends I lost -~ we all lost --'upheld a great cause.
Because of their sacrifice, the world now lives in freedom and
peace. It is right that we are here today. And it is right that
we go on from here.

The first time I came to Pearl Harbor, I was a cocky young
Navy pilot who had never even been in a war zone. I had been
trained to appreciate the gravity of war. I saw the wreckage
here. But I had yet to really understand the horrors that
awaited.

et Z, q&xz’

By my second visit, I wasn't much older, but I had grewaqqab
fast. I remember flying over the island, trying to imagine the
scene that day three years earlier, when Japanese planes made
their way through the mountain passes and swooped down upon the
harbor. Having faced death and been given another chance to
live, I spent the time in Pearl thinking about the things thatv

were important to me -- faith and family among them. As you

look back on life, and retrace the steps that made you the person
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you are, you pick-out defining moments, crucial events. Over the
years, Pearl Harbor still defines a part of who I am.

Today, I come as é grown man, a father and a grandfather.
Recently a letter arrived from the son of a Pearl Harbor
survivor, a Navy man named Bill Leu who is here today. His son
writes’froﬁ his home in Tokyo: "A half century ago, my father's
thoughts were on surviving the attack and winning the war. He
could not have envisioned a future where his son would study and
work in Japan. But he recognizes that the world has changed,
that America's challenges are different. His attitude represents
that of the United States: Do your duty, and raise the next
generation to do its."

I come today as President, to lead the Nation in honoring
the last fifty years, its lessons and its heroes -- and to dream
of the next fifty years, the next.generation, and the beginning
of the Next American Century. We must answer our call to destiny
-=- because it is America's destiny to 1ggg, to strive -- to be
"man's last best hope on Earth." Today we dream of gaining '"that
inevitable triumph ... so help us God."

Today, remembering those we loved and thinking about those
in whom we place our hearts' hopes, we know -- as we knew then
== that we will not fail. God bless these United States of

America. Thank you.

A
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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I remember exactly when I first heard the news about Pearl
Harbor -- as I'm sure all of you do, too. I was seventeen years
old, walking across the yard in high school. My thoughts in
those days didn't turn to world events, but mainly to simpler
things: making the basketball team, entering college. That walk
across campus marked an end of innocence for me, and sbmeone
later described the attack as the instant "when the impossible
happened, when warfare suddenly spread, for the first and only
time in history, to virtually the whole world."

When Americans heard the news, they froze in shock. But
just as quickly we came together. I was swept up in it -- I
became determined that very aay. I wanted to be a Navy pilot..

And so, on my 18th birthday, I was sworn into the Navy as a
Seaman Second Class. Just a scared and nervous kid, learning how
to f;y the "low and slow" torpedo bombers ... I named my Grumman
Avenger for Barbara. I was shocked at my first sight of Pearl

~ Harbor in April of '44: we came into port on the San Jacinto, and

docked right behind the Essex. Nearby, the Utah was still on her

side, and parts of the Arizona still poked through the water.
Everywhere the skeletons of ships reached out, as if to demand

remembrance -- and warn us of our own mortality.
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Heading out with Admiral Mitscher's Fleet, we quickly saw
the face of battle -- I wrote letters to the families of crewmen
who didn't return from bombing runs, and I prayed for my buddies
when their planes got hit. I lost friends. We all did.

A thousand men died in a matter of minutes on this site, a
half centur& ago. Many more died that same day as Japanese
forces assaulted the Philippines, Guam, Wake Island, Midway
Island, Malaya and Hong Kong. The first blasts at Pearl Harbor
annihiléted our national illusions. They demonstrated to one and
all the futility of isolationism, the stupidity of complacency,
and the importance of preparedness. In'"the two hours that
changed the world," Pearl Harbor propelled each of us into a
titanic contest for mankind's future. It galvanized the American
spirit as never before into a single-minded resolve that could
produce only one thing: victory.

Churchill knew it as soon as he heard the news that night.
After the loss at Dunkirk, the Fall of France, the blitz of
London, the scourge of the U-boats, he said that once America had
been attacked, there was "no more doubt about the end." He knew
then that the American spirit would not fail.

The next day, President Roosevelt proclaimed the singular
American objective: "With confidence in our armed forces -- with
the unbounding determination of our people -- we will gain the
inevitable triumph -- so helb us God." .It was the steadfastness

of the American people that would "win the war" and "win the

peace that follows."
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We triumphed in both, despite the fact that the American
people did not want to be drawn into the initial conflict -- "the
unsought war," it's been called. Ironically, isolationists
gathered together at an "America First" rally in Pittsburgh at
precisely the moment that bombs here were sending Americans to
early, violent deaths. Before nightfall, our Nation discovered
that isolationism really boils down to defeatism, defiant self-
doubt -- it involves a childlike fear that evil will go away if
we just avert our eyes. You cannot defeat tyranny by avoiding
it. You cannot meet the challenges of world leadership by
retreating from the'world. Fifty years after Pearl Harbor, we
know that despite our two oceans, no nation is an island.

Those who call today for an "America First" isolationisnm,
like those who rallied in Pittsburgh 50 years ago, don't see the
danger -- military and economic -- that isolationism invites. As
science and technology change, so do the means and methods of
warfare. Sneak attacks -- from terrorists, military strongmen,
and renegade nations bent on aggression -- now occupy our
attention, just as superpowver tensioné did a couple of years ago.
Events in the Persian Gulf, Yugoslavia, the Middle East and
elsewhere prove thaf the post-Cold War world is a volatile place.

Isolationists also overlook the gains from engagemént. The
United States is a Pacific nation. Next month in Asia,‘I'll |
discuss with our Pacific allies their responsibility to share the
burdens of leadership with us in the new world order. We will

discuss our economic and political responsibilities; our roles as
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trading partners and political allies. Together, we will
continue our march to secure free markets and free people.

Fifty years ago, we paid a heavy price for complacency and
overconfidence. We failed to make proper use of new radar
technology that day in Peari Harbor, and hundreds of people died
for it. The people of Hawaii learned the hard way the importance
of defense technologies. Today they stand at the forefront'of
developing the Strategic Defense Initiative, to proéect America
from future surprise attacks. In fact, this year's defense
budget increased funding for SDI, and we have, for the first
time, committed to deployment of a ballistic missile defense
system. We will never know where our next enemy lurks. But we
do know the absolute importance of employing 21st Century
technologies to deal with the 21st Century world.

Pearl Harbor proved the value of unity and the strength of
America's resolve. The unity that madé us invinéible_in war, now
makes us secure in peace. To the brave men and women who have
defended our country -- in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada,
Panama and the liberation of Kuwait —- I say this: we will aiways
remember you -- with gratitude and with pride. We will always be
prepared -- prepared to take on aggression, prepared to step
forward in reconciliation, and prepared to make peace.

It is important to come to grips with the past. No nation
can fully understand itself or find its place in the world if it
does not look with clear eyes at all the glories and degradations

of its past. We in the United States have come to realize the
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great injustice in our history: that when the rights of any
individual are taken away =-- even in time of war -- we are all
threatened. The internment of Americans of Japanese ancestry was
a disgrace to America that will never be repeated.

But despite the internment of their families, thousanas of
young men -- including Senator Inouye and the late Senator
Matsunaga -- volunteered in the 100th Infantry Battalion and the
442nd Regimental Combat Team -- nicknamed "Go For Broke." As one
man pgt it, they placed duty before human rights. In liberating
dozens of French and Italian towns, they ultimately went on what
may be the most decorated unit in U.S. Army history. Nowhere did
mothers display their sons' gold stars more proudly than in the
bleak surroundings of the internment camps. We owe these heroes
'~ a debt of gratitude to this day, and we honor them by working to
end the cultural misunderstanding that separates Japan and
America. Those who use caricature and rqcial stereotypes for
domestic political ends dishonor these proud Americans. //

The values we cherish as a Nation -- equality of
opportunity, freedom of religion, speech and assembly, free and
vigorous elections —-- have become revered by many Nations. oOur
greatest victory in World war II took place not on the field of -
battle, but in nations we once counted as fpes. The ideals of
demdcracy and liberty have triumphed in a world once threatened
with conquest by tyranny and despotism.

Who would have fhought in 1941 that our mortal enemies --

Germany, Japan and Italy -- would now stand with us, as strong
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-allies? Five decades ago we waged a war to banish the shadow of
evil from the world, to let men and women of every country live
in the bright light of liberty. oOur victory was great -- and now
Germany, Japan and Italy belong to the community of free nations.

But the struggle for freedom is not completé. We look
forward to the day when the peoples of China, North Korea,
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Cuba and Burma can enjoy.the freedom of
democracy and open economies, and can experience the excitement
of engagement in the community of free nations.

Economic security comes not through aggression but through
shéred values -- free people and free markets. Today we
celebrate much of the world's evolution to democracy, as we
commemorate its fallen heroes -- the defenders of freedom -- as
well as the victims of dictatorship, who never saw the light of
liberty. Earlier this year, when former enemies joined us in the
fight against aggression in thevPersian Gulf, they joined us to
fight for the values upheld by the Heroes of the Harbor.
Together, we said to those entombed in the Arizona, and buried in
fields around our great land: You did not die in vain.

' Earlier this morning, I paid my respects at the Arizona,
where it all began. Béhind us stands the Missouri -- where it
ended, where the Japanese signed the Articles of Surrender. But
the Missouri was also the birthplace of democracy in Japan. Soon
_'after, Emperor Hirohito went fo call on General MacArthur, who
noted that the Emperor had a "more thorough grasp of the

democratic concept than almost any [other] Japanese. He played a
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major role in the spiritual regeneration of Japan." Their
meeting made history, and the postwar era beéan to take shape.

I thought of the meeting with MacArthur the day in 1989 when
I attended the Emperor's funeral. I thought of it this morning,
too, as I visited the National Cemetery and the Arizona. I was
pfoud to héve served my country, and I understand the anger that
lingers to this day. But this morning I also thought about
Japan's remarkable recovery and about her democracy. I thought
of this as the birthplace of the new world order.

The friends I lost -- we all lost —-- upheld a great cause.
Because of their sacrifice, the world now lives in freedom and
peace. It is right that we are here today. And it is right that
we go on from here.

The first time I came td Pearl Harbor, I was a cocky.young
Navy pilot who had never even beén in a war zone. I had been
trained to appreciate the gravity of war. I saw the wreckage
here. But I had yet to really understand the horrors that
awaited.

By my second visit, I wasn't much older, but I had grown up
fast. I remember flying over the island, trying to imagine the
scene that day three years earlier, when Japanese planes made
their way through the mountain passes and swooped down upon the
harbor. Having faced death and been given another chance to
live, I spent the time in Pearl thinking about the things that
were imbortant to:me —-- faith and family among them. As you

look back on life, and retrace the steps that made you the person
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you are, you pick out defining moments, crucial events. Over the
- Years, Pearl Harbor still defines a part of who I am.

Today, I come as a grown man, a father and a grandfather.
Recently a letter arrived from the son of a Pearl Harbor
survivor, a Navy man named Bill Leu who is here today. His son
writes from his hoﬁe in Tokyo: "A half century ago, my father's
thoughts were on surviving the attack and winning the war. He
could not have envisioned a future where his son would study and
work in Japan. But he recognizes that the world has changed,
that America's challenges are differept. His attitude represents
that of the United States: Do your duty, and raise the next
generation to do‘its." '

I come today as President, to lead the Nation in honoring
the last fifty years, its lessons and its heroces —- and to dream
of the next fifty years, the next generation, and the beginning
of the Next American Century. We must answer our call to destiny .
- becauﬁe it is America's destiny to lead, to strive -- to be
"man's last best hope on Earth." qTo&ay we dream of gaining ''that
inevitable triumph ... so help us God."

Today, remembering those we loved and thinking about those
in whom we place our hearts' hopes, we know -- as we knew then
=~ that we will not fail. God bless these United States of

America. Thank you.

# # #
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November 25, 1991

Mr. Demerest

Assistant to the President for Communications
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Demerest:

I have sent the attached letter to President Bush. If you feel
it appropriate, please feel free to include part or all of it
in the President's speech at Pearl Harbor on December 7.

My father, Bill Leu, is a survivor of the attack, as well as of
other battles. His ship was sunk in the Coral Sea, and most of
his shipmates were lost. His Navy record is untarnished.

He and my mother, Lois Leu, will attend the ceremony where the
President is scheduled to speak. They reside at 22418 77th West,
Edmonds, Washington.

I have lived in Japan for over 15 years, attending one year of
high school as an exchange student and four years of college. I
am employed by United Airlines. My wife is a Japanese national.

The purpose of the letter, of which my parents are unaware, is
to demonstrate pride in my father's generation and in America's
ability to meet challenges.

Thank you for considering including my comments to the President
in his speech.

Sincergly,

Bl

Robert B. Leu
Regional Corporate Communications Manager
United Airlines

Residence: 7-13~9 0i
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo
Japan

Home telephone: 011-81-3-3777-2943



November 25, 1991

President George Bush
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Bush:

America's present course -- an alert and formidable military
combined with strong international relationships —-- assures
the nation of peace and prosperity.

A bhalf century ago, my father's thoughts were on surviving

the attack and winning the war. He could not have envisioned

a future where his son would study and work in Japan. But he
recognizes that the world has changed, that America's challenges
are different.

His attitude represents that of the United States: Do your
duty, and raise the next generation to do its'.

Sincerely,

R B. 15

Robert B. Leu

(Regional Corporate Communications Manager, United Airlines)

7-13-9 01
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo
Japan



Document No. 290176ss

4

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

WNOV 2 PI:ID
DATE: __ 12/2/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _TUESDAY, 12/3/91 2:00pm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS WWII VETERANS AND FAMILIES
HONOLULU, HAWAII - SAT. DECEMBER 7, 1991
SUBJECT:
ACTION  FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O] / HORNER O O
SUNUNU - / MCCLURE v
iF ( . ' .
SCOWCROFT O PETERSMEYER O O
DARMAN / O PORTER v
| BRADY O f/ ROGICH V O
BROMLEY O O SMITH v o
— MCBRIDE [ f
CARD - o0 9
SNOW e
DEMAREST v - o
| FITZWATER O ! O d ”
O O O
O O O

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., .TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: Comments from Cabinet Affairs are attached.

Thanks,
= g
Elizabeth Luttig
PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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I remember exactly when I first heard the news about Pearl
Harbor -- as I'm sure all of you do, too. I was seventeen years
old, walking across the yard in high school. My thoughts in
those days didn't turn to-world events, but mainly to simpler
things: making the basketball team, entering college. That walk
across campus marked an end of innocence for me, and sémeone
later described the attack as the instant "ﬁhen the impossible
happened, when warfare suddenly spread, for the first and only
time in history, to virtually the whole world."

When Americans heard the news; they froze in shock. . But
just as quickly we came together. I was swept up in it -- I
became determined that very day. Ilwanted to beAa'Navy pilot.

And so, on my 18th birthday, I was sworn info the Navy as-a
Seaman Second Class. Just a scared and nervous kid, learning how
to fly the "low and slow" torpedo bombers ... I named my Grumman
Avenger for Barbara. I was shocked at my first sight of Pearl
Harbor in April of '44:‘we came into port on the San Jacinto, and
docked right behind the Essex. Nearby, the Utah was still on he;'
side, and pérts of the Arizona sfill poked through the water.
Everywhere the skeletons of ships reached out, as if to-demand

remembrance -- and warn us of our own mortality.
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Heading out with Admiral Mitscher's Fleet, we quickly saw
the face of battle -- I wrote letters to the families of crewmen
who didn't return from bombing runs, and I prayed for my buddies
when their planes got hit. I lost friends. We all did.

A thousand men died in a matter of minutes on this site, a
half century ago. Many more died that same day as Japanese
forces assaulted the Philippines, Guam, Wake Island, Midway
Island, Malaya and Hong Kong. The first blasts at Pearl Harbor
annihiléted our national illusions. They demonstrated to one and
all the futility of isolationism, the . stupidity of complacency,
and the importange of preparedness. In "the two hours that
changed the world," Pearl Harbor propelled each of us into a
titanic contest for mankind's future. It galvanized the American
spirit as never before into a single-minded resélve that could
produce only one thing: wvictory.

Churchill knew it as soon as he heard the news that night.
After the loss at Dunkirk, the Fall of France, the blitz of
London, the scourge of the U-boats, he said that once America had
been attacked, there was "no more doubf about the end." He knew
then that the American spirit would not fail.

The next day, President Roosevelt proclaimed the singulér
American objective: "With confidence in our armed forces -- with
the'unbounding determination of our peéplé -- We will gain the |
inevitable triumph -- so help us God." It was the steadfastness

of the American people that would "win the war" and "win_ the

Qeacé that follows."
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We triumphed in both, despite the fact that the American
people did not want to be drawn intb the initial conflict -- "the
unsought war," it's been called. Ironically, isolationists
gathered together at an "America First" rally in Pittsburgh at
precisely the moment that bombs here were sending Americans to
early, violent deaths. Before nightfall, our Nation discovered
that isolationism really boils down to defeatism, defiant self-
doubt -- it involves a childlike fear that evil will go away if
we just avert our eyes. You cannot defeat tyranny by avoiding
it. You cannot meet the challenges of world leadership by
retreating from the world. Fifty years after Pearl Harbor, we
know that despite our two oceans, no nation is an island.

Those who call today for an "America First" isolationism,
like those who rallied in Pittsburgh 50 years ago, don't see the
danger -- military and economic -- that isolationism invites. As
science and technology change, so do the means and methods of
warfare. Sneak attacks --- from terrorists, military strongmen,
and renegade nations bent on aggression -- now occupy our
attention, just as superpower tensions did a couple of years ago.
Events in the Persian Gulf, Yugoslavia, the Middle East and
elsewhere prove that the post-Cold War world is a volatile place.

. ; [ NUnen)
United States is a Pacific natden. Next month in Asia, I'll

Isolationists also overlo?: the gains from engagement. The
discuss with our Pacific allies their responsibility to share the
burdens of leadership with us in the new world order. We will

discuss our economic and political responsibilities; our roles as
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trading partners and political allies. Together, we will
continue our march to secure free markets and free people.

Fifty years ago, we paid a heavy price for complacency and
overconfidence. We failed to make proper use of new radar
téchnology that day in Pearl Harbor, and hundreds of people died
for it: The people of Hawaii learned the hard way the importance
of defense technologies. Today they stand at the forefront of
developing the Strategic Defense Initiative, to protect America
_from future surprise attacks. 1In fact, this year's defense
budgef increased funding for SDI, and we have, for the first
time, committed to deployment of a ballistic missile defense
system. We will never know where our next enemy lurks. But we
do know the absolute importance of employing 21st Century
technologies to deal with the 21st Century world.

Pearl Harbor proved the value of unity and the strength of
America's resolve. The unity that made us invincible in war, now
makes us secure in peace. To the brave men and women who have
defended our country -- in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada,
Panama and the liberation of Kuwait -- I say this: we will always
remember you -- with.gratitude and with pride. We will always be
prepared -- prepared to-take on aggfeSsion, prepared to step
forward in reconciliation, and prepared to make peace.

It is important to come to grips with fhe past. No nation
can fully understand itself or find its place in the world if it
does not look with clear eyes at all the glories and degradations

of its past. We in the United States have come to realize the
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great injustice in our history: that when the rights of any
individual are taken away -- even in time of war -- we are all
threatened. The internment of Americans of Japanese ancestry was
a disgrace to America that will never be repeated.

But despite the internment of their families, thousands of
young men -- including Senator Inouye and the late Senator
Matsunaga -- volunteered in the 100th Infantry Battalion and the
442nd Regimental Combat Team -- nicknamed "Go For Broke." As one
man put it, they placed duty before human rights. 1In liberaﬁi?g (Ve40~§

&
dozens of French and Italian towns, they ultimately went on h;t.c‘
may be the most decorated unit in U.S. Army history. Nowhere did
mothers display their sons' gold stars more proudly than in the
bleak surroundings of the internment camps. We owe these heroces
a debt of gratitude to this day, and we honor them by working to
end the cultural misunderstanding that separates Japan and
America. Those who use caricature and racial stereotypes for
domestic political ends dishonor these proud Americans. //

The values we cherish as a Nation -- equality of
opportunity, freedom of religion, speech and assembly, free and
vigorous elections -- have become revered by many Nations. Our
greatest victory in world wWar II took place not on the field of
battle, but in nations we once counted as foes. The ideals of
democracy and liberty have triumphed in a world once threatened
with conquest by tyranny and despotism.

Who would have thought in 1941 that our mortal enemies --

Germany, Japan and Italy -- would now stand with us, as strong
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allies? Five deCades ago we waged a war to banish the shadow of
evil from the world, to let men and women of every country live
in the bright light of liberty. Our victory was great -- and now
Germany, Japan and Italy belong to the community of free nations.

But the struggle for freedom is not complete. We look
forward to'the day when the peoples of China, North Korea,
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Cuba and Burma can enjoy the freedom of
democracy and open economies, and can experience the excitement
of engagement in the community of free nations.

Economic security comes not through aggression but through
shared values -- free people and free markets. Today we
celebrate much of the world's evolution to democracy, as we
commemorate its fallen heroes -- the defenders of freedom -- as
well as the victims of dictatorship, who never saw the light of
liberty. Earlier this year, when former enemies joined us in the
fight against aggression in thé Persian Gulf, they joined us to
fight for the values upheld by the Heroes of the Harbor.
Together, we said to those entombed in the Arizona, and buriéd in
fields around our great land: You did not die in vain.

Earlier this morning, I paid my respects at the Arizona,
where it all began. Behind us stands the Missouri -- where it
ended, where the Japanese signed the Articles of Surrender. But
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