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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: __11/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENGE/COMMENT DUE BY: /20/91 2:00pm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OHIO 2000 KICKOFF |
SUBJECT: COLUMBUS, OHIO - MONDAY, Nov. 25, 1991
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
ne later than 2:00 p.m,, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, with & copy
to this office, Thank you.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OHIO 2000 KICKOFF

' COLUMBUE, OHIO
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1991
[TIME]

Thank you, George. I am delighted to ba hera with Georae
Yoinovich. He's doing a terrific job. He's leading the great
state of Ohio on a drive for better schocls and a better future.
We've just heard from Lamar Alexander, who is working on a truly
higtoric miasion to change American education =-=- to help our
country beccme all that it should be. |

It's a pleasure to be with Tgd Sanders again. Ted zerved as
Daputy Secretary of Education in my Administration until ohio héd

the goed fortune to hire him as State Superintendent of Schools.

He's an s.lgmzamu&is.e for mahgr_s.m:mma for lesg
bureaucracy, and gre: :
schooling. I also want to greet members of the Council of 100

ants in their children's

and the Governor's Education Management Council, and of course
the many students and parénts here today.

Todzy is a landmark on our drive for hetter education. Only
savan months'agq I announced the America 2000 strategy. Now, |
with the launching of ohio 2000, half of the 50 states have
anlisted in the reveluticn to make our schools do their begt.

Twenty~five states now have committed themselves to meeting
by the year 2000 the goals adecpted by the governors of all 50

states at the Charlottesville Education Summit. We're working
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for & new America, with all children rgady to learn when starting
school; with U.S. students firgt in the world in science and math
and proven in world-class competence as well in Epglish, history
and_agsography; with at lsast a 80
high scheoels; with all adulis literate; and with schools frees of

gte for our

drugs and violence.
Ohic's history iz intertwined with America's sarliest
decisions about what kind of natjien we wounld be. . ‘ -7
kind of nation ve would be. [pusingrene :

f el - B3 e g ke N eRERnGSReS 2% taig PN ST T

¢ METE COToRTEEnY

The early laws that charted Chio's futura also made
sducation an American prioxity =- a unifying national cause. An
ordinance of 1785 provided for the subdivision and sale of
western lands n-.what we'd call "nﬁi!ﬂtiﬂﬁtign“ in today's
terninology. This.sama law directed that each new town get asida
one le§ == ona thirty-sixth of its real estate -- fgr the

Two years later, Congress enacted the

famous Northwest Ordinance, making education a gornerstens for
building the new nation. The Ordinance stated: "Religion,
morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and

the happinesa cof mankind,
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One of the seminal ideas of our founders was that public
benefit did not always have to depend on government activity,

iding or government copntrol. This was and is the
proper basis for defining public education. Americans always

have geught to provide gquality education as universally as
poasible, Througheout our history, schools have served the same
public purpose, whether their orqanizqrs were privately financed
schoolmasters, or town councils, or religious orders or
denominations. Any school that serves tha public and is held
accountable by a public authority provides public education.

A key tenet of America 2000 is resl fresedom for parents to
choose their children'!s schools. We won't have full choice until
parents are allowad to spend their public education dollars at
any school that renders public education. I am not'opposed to
govarnment; I'm proud to lead the faderai govarnment. But
everything has its proper place, and we must got allow the

'govcrnmcnt to monoppliza publiec education. Unleashing market
forces will encourage g:gnﬁiyg_ggmpg;i;ign among public, private
and parochial schools. This will improve education for evervone.

I conaratulate Ohie on the 1989 reform legislation that
takes the figrst steps toward parental choice. This provides
choice only among public schools -- that is, government-cperated
achools. This will help, though it does no£ have nearly the
liberating potantial or basic falrness of letting tax dollars
follow the student to any accredited school of the parent's

choiecs. Now, with new leadsrs like George Voinovich and Ted
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Sanders, I'm looking to Ohio to go the £ull distance in giving
parents cheice in education. | |
In federal aid programs for college students, and in many
state programs, we don't exclude students whe choose private
schools, inciuding religiocus séﬁools. Wa let the dollar follow
the ggnglg;.. That is the full scope of choice we must have in

Amarica 2000. Choice is crucisl to our other goals of hglﬂing
M. eutting back bureaucracy, and anu:zina_mlm

I've just toured the Fort Haves Education Center, where
they’'re breaking the mold. They're showing us the futnre. ‘The
old burgaucratic ways of public education are giving way to
flexible programs designed to produce results for tomorrow's
world. Fort Hayes provides a gnpgzb four-year high school of the
tine artg. Alsoc at Fort Hayes, far-sighted organizations such as
Battelle and Rose Laboratorjes are sponsoring science and
vocational programs that result in good jobs immediately upon
graduation.

Partpershipg like these between schools and businessez make
gvervone a yinneyr. Businessas can teach our schools to trim
bureaucracy. They can help educators replace the old labor-
varsus-manaqeﬁent antagonisms with real teamwork. They can help
our schools meet world class standards. We're moving ahead with
thesa standards: The nation'a math taachars.have led the way,
and now the National Academy of Sciences and the Naiionul
Eridowment for the Humanitiea are at work on standards,

respectively, for science and history. I am looking forward to a
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Replace deleted sasction, page 5, with the following:

I will continus to push those on Captiocl Hill who are waedded
to the past, those who promote the status quo, to rubuke the
old disproven ways and adopt much needed bold and innovative
reforms. We need to throw off...
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report next month from the Naticnal Council on Standards and
' Tegting, and I'm heping we'll be ready to go with the f£irst phasa
of an American Achisvement Test by thae 1993-94 school year.

We all know something iz wrong when school administrations
spand more on complying with gévcrnmant regqulations than en
classroom regults. According to Governor Voinovich's Tazk Force
on Education, the Ohio Dapartment of Education spends most of its
resources not on promoting better results in our =choels, but on
complying with regulations.

No wvonder studies show that more spending on education does
net genaerally translate into better results. An Ohio think tank,
the Urban Pbiicy Research Institute, racently made such a finding
about,edﬁcation in tﬁis state, 80, Ceorge and Ted: I'm looking
£o you not only to make Chio a leader in giving choice to '
parenta, but alge in cutting neediess bureaucracy and regulation.

States and local communities can put much of America 2000
into place without new federal laws. Ihgnk_hggxgn_ﬁg;;ihg; -
because some of the "powers that he" in Congress are fighting
tooth and najl against our most important reforms.

I sent Congress a packagae of fresgh proposals for the futurs.
our bill offers ghoice for parents and a program for New American

Schoola that will show each state and a::z::j:ztgsﬁggfzg to
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towmeeiieh,.  We need to throw off pagt failures, and fight for a
Zfutvre that works -- a future that gives our kids the very best
we _can offer, '

'y

The American pecple want education that works. The Gallup
survéy shows overwhelming pubklic support for our America 2000
goals and strategies. Parants support us, and 8o do nmost
teachers. After all, teachers don't want to be cogs in a
bureaucratic pachine. ‘Teaching is an grt, a noble profession, a
ypcation. Teachers den't want to waste their time haking their
way through a maze of regulations and work rules. They don't

-1ike certification rules that keep good teachars out. They want
to teach, and they want good teachers all around them,

With buziness and church and cbmmunity ieaders; with parents
and teachers -- wa'll
Hundreds of American communities, in every state, are deciding
where thay want their children to be in the year 2000 -- and

they're gettina to work right now to make that happeﬁ. Alfaady,
more than 1,000 communities -- gpe thousand == have signed up to

be America 2000 communities.
Just thinking about the potential of this coalition has the
old thinkers rattled. Most of you know about Egliy_ﬂillgamg of
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Milwaukea. She's a state repfusontative whosa congtituents are
mostly bklack and poor. 8he's a Democrat. She was chairman of
Jesse Jackson's state campaign organization.

Polly Williams watched as the government poured nmore and
more tax dollars into inner-city public schools that were |
And she saild: Enough is enough. She
recognized that her constituents =-- ggg:;zgxking_gggalg, pagple

on public assistance -- needed power to choose where and how
‘their children would be educated. Rich people alreadv enjoy

choice: They can afford both high taxaes and private school
tuition =-- or thay can move frem a neighborhood with inferior
schools to one with better schools., It's working péople, it's
paor pecple, it's middle-income.people who have the most to gain
if wa raform our educational system. ' '

Somebody was telling me with well-deservad éride that the
Fort Hayes Center is one of a kind. I want you to knew that I
ygﬁi;_:gn; -- we must not rest =-- until we have thousands of Fort
Kayesas all across this country. By.the year 2000 == little more
than eight years away -- Aqaricans nust pull down the barriers to
excellence in education. Wa need to empower teachers -- not to
unch time

teach. We need to give parents real choice, And we need to give
Anerica's young people the knowledge, skill and discipiine we'd
want for ourselves if we faced their demanding future.
| Thank you, and may God bless you.

4 4 ¥
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DATE: 11/19/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: WED, 11/20/91 2:00pm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OHIO 2000 KICKOFF
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REMARKS:
Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, with a copy
to this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Comments from Cabinet Affairs are attached.

Thanks,
&t
Elizabeth Luttig

PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702




COMMENTS ON THE OHIO 2000

This is a powerful speech with a number of very strong passages.
I have two general comments:

1.

The Founders and American public education (pp 2-3). These
are well-crafted passages, but the message they contain may
be too subtle for a bells-and-whistles, banner-and-bunting
Ohio 2000 kickoff. Similarly, the transition from the first
paragraph on page 3 to the section on choice is unclear.
Regardless of the origin of public education, today we
endorse school choice because parents should not be forced
to send their child to a school that isn't making the grade.
(By contrast, the choice paragraph on page 7 is clear and
persuasive. )

What we're fighting against. Throughout the speech, there
are a number of references to aspects of the education
debate that are suggestive, but never spelled out. These
include "old labor versus-management antagonisms" (pg. 4);
"cutting back bureaucracy" (pg. 4): "needless bureaucracy
and regulation" (pg. 5); "new ways to excellence" (pg. 5);
"liberal ideas" (pg. 5):; "the old days of the old ways" (pg.
6); "past failures" (pg. 6); "maze of regulations and work
rules" (pg. 6); "cogs in a bureaucratic machine" (pg. 6):;
"old thinkers" (pg. 6).

It's possible that people listening to this speech won't
understand what the President is referring to. They won't
know what he stands for and what he is fighting against.

All these references could benefit from clear statements
about what America 2000 offers (standards, accountability,
choice, excellence in teaching, community and parental
involvement, school discipline, goals, progress, etc.) and
what the Democrats advocate (mediocrity, more commissions,
declining standards, more spending on failed systems,
schools that are not accountable for results, etc.)
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. ' PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
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Thank you, George. I am delighted to be here with George
Voinovich. He's doing a terrific job.  He's leadihg the great
state of Ohio on a drive for better schools and a better future.
We've just heard from Lamar Alexander, who is working on a truly
historic mission to change American education -- to help our
country become all that it should be.

It's a pleasure to be with Ted Sanders again. Ted served as
Deputy Secretary of Education in my Administration until ohio had
the good fortune to hire him as State_Superintendenf of Schools.
He's an eloguent voice for higher standards, for less
bureaucracy, and greater choice for parents in their children's
schooling. I also want to greet members of the Council of 100
and the Governor's Education Management Council, and of course

the many students and parents here today.

Today is a landmark on our drive for better education. Only

seven months ago I announced the America 2000 strategy. Now,
with the launching of Ohio 2000, half of the 50 states have
enlisted in the revolution to make our schools do_their best.

Twenty-five states now have committed themselves to meeting
by the year 2000 the goals adopted by the governors of all 50

states at the Charlottesville Education Summit. We're working
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for a new America, with all children ready to learn when starting

school; with U.S. students first in the world in science and math
and proven in world-class competence as well in English, history

and geography; with at least a 90 percent graduation rate for our

high schools; with all adults literate; and with schools free of
drugs and violence.

Ohio's history is intertwined with America's earliest Cj
decisions about what kind of nation we would be. During the
first years of our independence, our founders resolved that the
western territories would not be mere colonies of the thirteen
original states. 1Instead, western settlers were assured the
right to form new states with status equal to that of the
original thirteen. On this we built our free society, with

government close to the people and limited in powef.

The early laws that charted Ohio's future also made
education an American priority -- a unifying national cause. An
ordinance of 1785 provided for the subdivision and sale of
western lands -- what we'd call "privatization" in today's
terminology. This same law directed that each new town set aside
one lot -- one thirty-sixth of its real estate -- for the
maintenance of schools. Two years later, Congreés enacted the
famous Northwest Ordinance, making education a cornerstone for
building the new nation. The Ordinance stated: "Religion,
morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and

the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education

shall forever be encouraged."
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One of the seminal ideas of our founders was that public
benefit.did not always have to depend on government activity,
government_ spending or government control. This was and is the
proper basis for defining public education. Americans always
have sought to provide quality education as universally as
possible. Throughout our history, schools have served the same
public purpose, whether their organizers were privétely financed
schoolmasters, or town councils, or religious orders or
denominations. Any school that serves the public and is held
accountable by a public authority provides public education.

A key tenet of America 2000 is real freedom for parents to
choose their children's schools. We won't have full choice until
parents are allowed to spend their public education dollars at
any school that renders public educatibn. I anm not.opposed to
government; I'm proud to lead the federal government. But
everything has its proper place, and we must not allow the
government to monopolize public education. Unleashing market
forces will encourage creative competition among public, privafe
and parochial schools. This will improve education for everyone.

I congratulate Ohio on the 1989 reform legislation that
takes the first steps toward parental choice. This provides
choice only among public schools -- that is, government-operated
schools. This will help, though it does not have nearly the
liberating potential or basic fairness of letting tax dollars
follow the student to any accredited school of the parent's

choice. Now, with new leaders like George Voinovich and Ted

fo
Su

e
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Sanders, I'm looking to Ohio to go the full distance in giving
parents choice in education.

In federal aid programs for college students, and in many
state programs, we don't exclude students who choose private |
schools, including religious schools. We let the dollar follow
the scholar. That is the full scope of choice we must have in

America 2000. Choice is crucial to our other goals of holding

R

I've just toured the Fort Hayes Education Center, where
they're breaking the mold. They're showing us the future. The

old bureaucratic ways of public education are giving way to
flexible programs designed to produce results for tomorrow's
world. Fort Hayes provides a superb four-year high school of the
fine arts. Also at Fort Hayes, far-sighted organizétions such as
Battelle and Ross lLaboratories are sponsoring science and
vocational brograms that result in good jobs immediately upon
graduation.

Partnerships like these between schools and businesses make

everyone a winner. Businesses can teach our schools to trim

bureaucracy. They can help educators replace the old %féé;;)

o \\\\

(fosus-management antagonisms with real teamwork. They can help

our schools meet world class standards. We're moving ahead with
those standards: The nation's math teachers have led the way,
and now the National Academy of Sciences and the National
Endowment for the Humanities are at work on standards,

respectively, for science and history. I am looking forward to a
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report next month from the National Council on Standards and
Testing, and I'm hoping we'll be ready to go with the first phase
of an American Achievement Test by the 1993-94 school year.

We all know something is wrong when school administrations
spend more on complying with government regulations than on
classroom results. According to Governor Voinovich's Task Force
on Education, the Ohio Department of Education spends most of its
resources not on promoting better results in our schools, but on
complying with regulations.

No wonder studies show that more.spending on education does
not generally translate into better results. An Ohio think tank,
the Urban Policy Research Institute, recently made such a finding
about education in this state. So, George and Ted: I'm looking
to _you not only to make Ohio a ieaden_in_gixiEgMthice to

e

parents, but also in cutt1ng<ngg§less bureaucracy and f;;;I;Ez;§Z> L/

States and local communities can put much of America 2000

into place without new federal laws. Thank heaven for that --

because some of the "powers that be" in Congress are fighting
tooth and nail against our most important reforms.

I sent Congress a package of fresh proposals for the future.
Oour bill offers choice for parents and a program for New American

Schools that will show each state and community \/

excellence. But Ted Kennedy and his Senate Labor Committee are

TN

wedded to the past. They've put fresh makeup on so’g/liberal )

//—)
<:E§é§5/that died of natural causes before you high school kids

herg were born.
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The Kennedy bill cuts out all the fundamentals of

educational reform: parents, family, and freedom from

bureaucracy. It's cynical pork-barrel politics at its worst.
It's a brazen attempt to protect the privileges of special '

interests like the NEA. The (0ld days of the old ways\must come V//

to an end. We need to throw off past failures, and fight for a
L‘—‘/

N

future that works -- a future that gives our kids the very best
we can_offer.

The American people want education that works. The Gallup
survey shows overwhelming public support for our America 2000
goals and strategies. Parents support us, and so do most
teachers. After all, teachers don't want to be cogs in a
bureaucratic machine. Teaching is an art, a noble profession, a
vocation. Teachers don't want to waste their time ﬁaking their

way through a(gaze of regulation;w;;;f;;;;m;;IEEEB They don't -

like certification rules that keep good teachers out. They want

to teach, and they want good teachers all around them.

With business and church and community leaders; with parents
and teachers -- we'll forge a coalition that can't be stopped.
Hundreds of American communities, in every state, are deciding
where they want their children to be in the year 2000 -- and
they're getting to work right now to make that happen. Already,
more than 1,000 communities -- one thousand -- have signed up to

be America 2000 communities.

Just thinking about the potential of this coalition has the

// N
old thig;;;;\rattled. Most of you know about Polly Williams of J
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Milwaukee. She's a state representative whose constituents are
mostly black and poor. She's é Democrat. She was chairman of
Jesse Jackson's state campaign organization.

Polly Williams watched as the government poured more and
more tax dollars into inner-city public schools that were
producing less and less. And she said: Eggggg_ig_gggggh. She
recognized that her constituents -- pgg;_zg;&igg_pggp;g, people
on public assistance -- needed power to choose where and how
their children would be educated. Rich people already enjoy
choice: They can afford both high taxes and private school
tuition -- or they can move from a neighborhood with inferior
schools to one with better schools. It's working people, it's
poor people, it's middle-income people who have the most to gain
if we reform our educational system. .

Somebody was teliing me with well-deserved pride that the
Fort Hayes Center is one of a kind. I want you to know that I
won't rest -- we must not rest -- until we have thousands of Fort
Hayeses all across this country. By the year 2000 -- little more
than eight years away -- Americans must pull down the barriers to
excellence in education. We need to empower teachers -- not to

unch time-clocks, not to fend off thugs and drug dealers, but to

teach. We need to give parents éeal choice.) And we need to give

America's young people the knowledge, skill and discipline we'd

want for ourselves if we faced their demanding future.
Thank you, and may God bless you.

# # #
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A
V{“ .
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OHIO 2000 KICKOFF
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Thank you, George. I am delightedito be herelwithvggg;gg
Voinovich. He's doing a terrific job. He's leading the great
state of Ohio on a drive for better schools and a better future.
We've just heardlfrpm Lamar Alexandgr, who is working on a truly
historic mission to change American education -- to help our
country become all that it should be.

.It's‘a pleasure to Ee with Ted Sanders again. Ted serﬁed as
Deputy Secretafy,of Education in my Administration until oOhio héd
the good fortune to hire him as State Superintendenf of Schools. .
He's anveloggeﬁt yoice for higher standards, for less
bureaucracy; and greater choice for parents in their children's
schooling, I also want to greet members of the Council of 100
and the Governor's Education Manégement Council, and of course
the many students and parents hére today.

Today is a landmark on our drive for better education. Only
seven months ago I announced the.Americé 2000 strategy. Now,-
with the launching of'Ohio‘zooo) half of the 50 states have
enlisted in the revolution to méke our schools do their best.

Twenty-five states now have committed themselves to meeting
by the year 2000‘the goals adopted by the governors of éll 50 |

states at the Charlottesville Education Summit. We're working
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for a new America, with all children ready to learn when starting
school; with U.S. students first in the world in sciehce.ahd math
and proven in world-class qompetence as well in English, history
and geography; with at least a 90'percént graduation rate for our
' higﬁ schools; with all adults iiterate; and with schools free of
drugs and violence.

Ohio's history is intertwined with America;s earliest
decisiohs about what kind of nation we would be. During the
first years of our independence, our'fdunders resolved that the
westernzterritories,wodld not be mere colonies of the thirteen
oriéinal states. . Instead, western settlers were assured the
right to form new states with status equal to that of the
original thirteen; On this we built our free society,Awith

government close to the people and limited in powef.

/ The early laws that chartgd Ohio's future alsq made
education an American gfiority -- a unifying national cause. An
ordinance of 1785 provided for the subdivision and sale of
westéfnhlands -- what we'd call "pfivatization" in today's
terminology. This same law'directed that each new town set aside
one lot -- one thirty-sixth of its real estate -- for the
_'maintenance of schools..;Two years later, Cﬁngress enacted the
famous,Northwes£'Ordinance,,making education a cérnerstone for
building the new ﬁation. The Ordinance étated: "Religion;
morality, and knowledée being nécessary to good goﬁernment and

the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education

shall forever be encouraged.">
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One of the seminal ideas of our founders was ﬁhat public
.benefit did not always have to depénd on government activity,
- government spending,or goVernment control. This was and is the
proper basis for défining public education. Americans alﬁafs
have sought to provide quality educatioh‘as universally as
possible. Throughout ouf history, schools have served the same-
public purpose, whether their org;nizers Qere privately financed
schoolmasters, or town éouncils,'or religious orders or -
denominations. Any school that serves the public and is held
accountable by a public authority provides public education.

A key tenet of America 2000 is real freedom for parents‘to
choose their children{S“schools. We,wpn}t have full choice until
parents are allowed toyépend their public education dollars at
any school that rénders_public education. I-am not'opposed to
government; I'm proud to lead the federal gpvefnment. But
everything has its proper place, and we must~gg§ ailow the
government to monogolize public education. Unléashing-ﬁarket
forces will encourage creative competition among public, pfivate
and parochial schools. This will .improve educétion for everyone.

I congratulate Ohio on the 1989 reform legiélation that
takes the first steps toward parental choice. This provides
choice only among public schoois -- that is, gdvérnment-operated
schools. This will help, though it does not have nearly the
liberating potential or baéic fairness of letting tax dollars
follow the student to any accredited school of the parent's

.

choice. Now, with new 1eaders.like>George Voinovich and Ted
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Sanders, I'm looking to Ohio to'go the full distance in ining
parents choice in edﬁcation. |
| In federal aid programs for college studénts, and in many‘
state prograﬁs, we don't exclude students who choose private
schools, including religious schools. We 1et'the‘ggllg; follow
the scholar. That is the fﬁll scope of choice Ve must have in
America 2000. Choice is crucial to our 6ther goals of holding.
down costs, cutting back bureaucracy, and spurring quality.

I've just toured the Fort Hayes Education Center, whe;e
they're breaking the mold. They're showing us the future. The
old bureaucratic ways of public education are giving way to
flexible programs designed to produce results for tomorrow's
world. Fort Hayes provides a superb four-year high school of the
fine arts. _Alsb.at Fort Hayes, far-sighted orgaqizétions such as
Battelle and Ross Laboratories are sponsoring science and
vocational programs that result in good jobs iﬁmediateiz.upon
graduation. - A _ |

Partnerships like'theée between schéols and businesses make
everyone a winner. Businesses can teach our schoois to trim
bureaucracy. They can help educators replace the old labor-

- versus-management antagonisms with real teamwork. They can help
our schools meet world class standards. We're moving ahead with
those stahdards: The nation's math teaqhers have led the way,
and now the National Academy of Sciences and the National
Endowment for the Humanities are at work on standards,

respectively, for science and history. I am looking'forward to a
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report next month from the National Council on Standards and
Testing, and I'm hoping we'll be ready to go with the first phase
of an American Achievement Test by the 1993-94 school year.

We all know somethlng is __ggg when school administrations
spend more on complying w1th government regulatlons than on
classroom results. According to Governor Voinovich's Task Force
on Education, the Ohio Department of Education spends most of its
resources not on promoting better results in our 'schools, but on
complying with regulations. |

No wonder studies show that more spending on education does
not generally translate into better results. An Ohio think tank,
the Urban Policy Research Institute, recehtly‘made such a finding
about education in this state. So, George‘and Ted: I'm looking
to _you not oniy to make Ohio a leader io giving choice to
parents, but also in cutting neediess bureaucracy and regulation.

- States anc local communities can put much of America 2000
into place.without new federal laws. Thank heaven for that -
because some of the "powers that be" in Congress are flghtlng
tooth and nail against our most important reforms.

I sent Congress a package of fresh proposals for the future.

Our bill offers choice for parentg-and a program for New American
- Schools that will show
excellence. But Ted Kenn and his Senate Labor Committee are

wedded to the past.

Theéy've put
ideas that died of

here were born.



bureaucracy. It's cynic: olitics at its worst.
It's a brazen attempt 0 protect the privileges of special

interests like the N

. The o0ld days of the old ways must come
to an end. We need/ to throw off past failures, and fight for a
future that works (-- a future that givqs our kids the very best
we can offer. o | _

The American people want eduéation that works. The Gallup
survey shows overwhelming public support for our America 2000
goals and strategies. Parents support us, apd so do most
teachers. After all, teachers don't want to be cogs in a
bureaucratic machihe. Teaching is an art, a noble profession, é
vocation. Teachers don't want to waste their time haking their
way through a maze of regulations and work rules. They don't
like certification rules that keep good teachers out. They want
to teach, and they want good teachers all around then.

With business and church and community leaders; with parents
and teachers -- we'll forge a coalition that can't be stopped.
Hundreds of American communities, in every state, are deciding
where they want their children to be in the year 2000 -- and
fheylre getting'fo work right now to makevthat happen. Aiready,
more than 1,000 coﬁmunities -- one thousand -- have signed up to
be America 2000 communities.

Just thinking about the potential of this coalition has the

old thinkers rattled. Most of you know about Polly Williams of
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Milwaukee. She's a state repfesentative whose constituents are
mostly black and poor. She's a Democrat. She was chairman of
Jesse Jackson's state campaign organization.
Polly Williams watched as the government poured more and
more tax dollars into inner-city pﬁblic schools that were

producing less and less. And she said: Enough is enough. She
recognized that her constituents -- poor working people, people

on public assistance -- needed power to choose where and how
their children would be educated. Rich people already enjoy
choice: They can afford both high taxes énd private school
tuition -- or they can move from a neighborhood with inferior
schools to one with better schools. It's working péoble, it's
poor people, it's middle-income people who have the most to gain
if we reform our educational system. ' |

Somebody was telling me with well-deserved pride that the
Fort Hayes Center is one of a kind. I want you to know that I
won't rest -- we must not rest -- until we have thousands of Fort
Hayeses ail across this country. By the year 2000 -- little more.
than eight years away -- Americans must pull down the barriers to
excellence in education. We need to empower teachers -- not to
punch time-clocks, not to fend off thugs and drug dealers, bﬁt to
teach. We need to give parents real qhoice. - And we need4to give
America's yéung people the knowledge, skill and discipline-we'd
want for ourselves if we faced thei; demanding future.

Thank you, and ﬁay God bless you.

# # #
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
November 18, 1991 W

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID DEMAREST

FROM: LAMAR ALEXANDER M(

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT’S OHIO TRIP, NOV. 25

It has been six weeks since the President has had an opportunity outside Washington to say some-
thing important about his education crusade. A lot has been happening.

I am sending along my thoughts for consideration in forming the Ohio speech as well as for other
remarks at other times.

I’m not suggesting that he use these words—just these thoughts in forming his words.
This an opportunity for the President to:

A . Demonstrate again that he knows where America should go in terms of education and that he is
leading the way.

B. Describe the progress of America 2000.
In this speech he should:

A. List the six national education goals. HE SHOULD NEVER MAKE EVEN A SHORT EDUCA-
TION SPEECH WITHOUT A SHORTHAND LISTING OF THE GOALS. IT TAKES LITER-
ALLY 20 SECONDS!

B. Talk about “our children and ourselves”. Sometimes we sound like we are in a Harvard forum
instead of carrying on a caring discussion about human beings.

C. Applaud his partners the Governors, of both parties, and educators for leading the way in reform
(e.g., math teachers with new math curriculum standards).

D. Never talk about re-inventing the school without talking about what families and communities
must do outside the school.

400 MARYLAND AVE., SW. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202
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Page 2 - Memorandum for David Demarest

E. Understand that there are some real challenges out there (““it is harder today to be a teacher,
harder to be a parent, harder to be a student”) and the tight state budgets present some challenges of
their own.

F. But this is America. We can reach these goals, community by community. These are challeng-
ing times, but they are exciting times and we know the way we should go.

Some possible examples:

We set the goals two years ago, the Governors and I And they have been accepted by virtually
every education group.

Then came America 2000 in April, to move us toward those goals; community by community.
What has happened since April?

*The Phi Delta Kappan/Gallup survey of American attitudes toward education show over-
whelming support for the goals and even more support for the strategies.

*We are moving ahead on world-class standards that the goals call for. The math teachers
have been out front. We have helped the National Academy of Sciences begin an effort to create
science standards. Just last week the National Endowment for Humanities moved ahead to try to
develop a consensus about standards for history. Educators are at work on geography and soon will
be on English. )

D. Ask Congress why it is taking so long to authorize money for re-inventing the American school

when more than one thousand communities are ready to start? And why are they waiting to provide
money to give poor and middle income Americans more of the same choices of schools that people

with money already have.

E. We are for challenging, and transforming our schools and our attitudes for education. Qur
opponents are for business as usual. We want to make changes; they are satisfied with the status
quo.

F. America 2000 is exactly what we need. We know where we want to go. Goals are important and
itis a part of the President’s job to develop them and remind people of them. But now that we know
where we are going, let's talk about America 1991: what is happening right now and what needs to
be done right now!

*An enormous amount of work is going on to create a national examination system, so we
can measure our progress to these high standards. Say he is looking forward to the report by the
National Council on Standards and Testing by the end of December. I still hope we can have Phase
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Page 3 - Memorandum for David Demarest
One of an American Achievement test ready by 1993-94 in, atleast, reading, writing and math.

*Cities and communities everywhere are seeing the wisdom of giving parents without money
more of the same choices of schools that people with money already have.

*The idea of re-inventing the school—the New American School— has captured the imagi-
nation of this country. The New American Schools Development Corporation has raised $40 mil-
lion, attracted thousands of creative potential bidders, and more than one thousand communities are
making plans to create such schools.

*And today Ohio becomes the 26th State to launch its own movement to help communities
reach the six goals by the year 2000. 14 of these States have Democratic Governors; 12 have
Republicans. I think this is an untold story across America and that most people in Washington have
missed it. Most people don't realize the size of this. I would say to them: ask Mayor Frank Wolf
about San Antonio 2000, or School board chairman Larry Patrick and Superintendent Deborah
McGriff about Detroit 2000, or business leader Ed Donnelly about Lehigh Valley 2000. Ask Gover-
nor John McKernan in Maine what has happened since Barbara and I were there for the kick off of
Maine 2000. Today 50 of Maine’s 160 communities are adopting the six national goals, developing
their own strategy to reach them, making a report card to measure their progress and making plans to
create at least one new American School. Go see what the 93 members of the Las Cruces 2000
steering committee are doing, the 750 members of the Memphis 2000 Task Forces. Ask Governor
Zell Miller about Georgia 2000. Even if you don’t ask him, Nebraska Governor Ben Nelson is
likely to tell you about the progress Nebraska 2000 is making about Nebraska citizens now doing the
hard work it will take for them to reach the goals.

*Hundreds of American communities, in every state, are deciding where they want their
children to be in the year 2000 and are starting to work now, today, in 1991, to make that happen.

*I am renewing my challenge today for every American city, town, community to become an
America 2000 community. Imagine what can happen if this country—which can do anything it
wants to do—does what Ohio is doing today: mobilizing itself community by community to reach
these goals.

*We have decided what kind of country we want this to be. We know where we want to go in
education.
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM TO TONY SNOW

From: Bill Burrow
Council on Competitiveness

Re: Ohio 2000 Draft Speech

This is a great speech highlighting parental choice as a critical
component of America 2000. It is particularly good that it
includes a discussion of the American historical basis for
creating different schools -- private and government schools --
that reflect our pluralistic society.

It is also important that defining "public education" as that
which serves the public is essential. The America 2000 proposal
mentions this but it is worth repeating often. In keeping with
this theme one suggested edit should be:

Page 3, par. 2, second sentence change to: "We won't have full
choice until parents are allowed to spend their education dollars
at any school that renders education to the public."

The President has already said he wanted to make choice the
"cornerstone" of education reform. This speech reasserts that
pledge.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OHIO 2000 KICKOFF
COLUMBUS, OHIO
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1991
[TIME]

Thank’ydu, George. I am delighted to be here with George
Voinovich. He's doing a terrific job. He's leading the great
state of Ohio on\a drive for better schooils and‘a,better futuré.
We've just heard from Lamar Alexander, who is working on a truly
historic mission to change American eduéation -- to help our
country become all that it should be.

It's a pleasure to be with Téd Sanders again. .Téd serQed as
Deéuty Secretary of Education in my Administrationlunﬁil Ohio had
the good fortune to hire him as State Superintendenf.of Schools.

He's an eloguent voice for higher standards, for less

bureaucracy, and greater choice for parents in their children's

schooling. I also want to greet members of the Council of 100
and the Governor's Educaﬁion Management Council, and of course
the many stﬁdénts and parents here today. |

Today is'a landmark on our drive for better education. Only
seven months ago I announced the America-2000'strategy. .Now,
with.the ;aunching of Ohio 2000, half of the 50 states have
enlisted in the revolution to make our schools do_their best.

Twenty-five states now have committed themselveé to meeting
by the year 2000 the goals adopted by the governors of all 50

states at the Charlottesville Education Summit. We're working
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for a new Ameriéa, with all children ready to .learn when starting
Aschool; with U.S. students first in the world in science and math
and proven in world-class competence as well in English, histbrx‘
and geo fa hy; with at least a 90 percent gfaduaﬁion rate for our
high schools; with all adults literate; and with schools free of
drugs and violence.

Ohio's history is intertwined with America's earliest
decisions about whét kind of nation we would be. During the
first yearslof our independence, our founders resolved that the
western territories would not be mere colonies of the thirteen
original states. Instead, western settlers were assured the
right to form new stétes with status equal to that of the
original thirteen. On this we built our free society, with
government close to the people'and limited in gowef(

The early laws that charted Ohio's future also made |
education an American priority -- a unifying national cause. An
ordinance of 1?85 provided for the subdivision and sale of
western lands - what we'd call "pfivatization" in ﬁoday's-
‘terminOlogy. This same law directed that each new town set aside
one lot -- one thirty-sixth of its real estate -- for the
maintenance of schools. Two years later, Congress enacted the
famous Northwest Ordinance, making education a dornerstone for
building'the'new nation. The Ordinance étated: "Religion,
morality, and knowledge being necessary tq good government and

. . . ]
the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education

shall forever be encouraged."
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One of the seminal ideas 6f our foundérs was that public
benefit-did not always have to depend on government activity,
government spending or government control. This was and is the
proper basis for defininé public education. Americans always
have sought to provide quality education as universally as
possible. Throughout our history, schools have served the same
public purpose, whether their organizers were privately financed
schoolmastérs, or toﬁn councils, or religious orders or
denominations. Any school that serves the public and is held
accountable by a public authority provides public education.

A kéy tenet of America 2000 is real freedom for parents to
choése their children's schools. We won}t have full choice until
parents are allowed to spend their public education dollars at
-any school that renders public education. I am not'opposed to
government; I'm.prdud to lead'the-federal'government. But
everything has its proper piace, énd we must not allow the
goverhment to monopolize public education. . Unleashing market
forces Qill encourage creative competition among pﬁblic, private
and parbchial schools. This will improve education for everyone.

I congratulate Ohio on the 1989 reform legislation that
takes the first steps toward parental choice. This provides
choice'only among public schools -- that is, government-operated
‘ schoéls. This will help, though it does hot'have nearly the
libérating potential or basic fairness of letting tax dollars
follow the student to any éccredited school of the“parent's

choice. Now, with new leaders like George'Voihovich and Ted



4
Sanders, I'm looking to Ohlo to go the ﬁg;;_d;stgggg in g1v1ng
parents ch01ce in educatlon.

In federal aid programs for college students, and in many
state programs; we don't exclude students who choose private
schools; including religious schools. We let the dollar follow
the scholar. That is the full scope of choice we must have in

America 2000. Choice is crucial to our other §oals of holding

down costs, cutting back bureaucracy, and sgurring ggalitx.
I've just toured the Fort Hazes Educatlon Center, where
they're breaklng the mold. They're show1ng us the future. The

old bureaucratic ways of public.education are giving way to
flexible programs designed to produce results for tomorrow's
world. Fort Hayes provides ‘a superb four-year high school of the
fine arts. Also at Fort Hayes, far-sighted organizations such as
Battelle and Ross Laboratories are sponsoring science and

- vocational programs that result in good jobs'immediatelz upon
graduation.

Partnerships 1like these between schools and businesses make
everyone a winner. Businesses can teach our schools to trim
bureaucracy. They can heip educators replace the old labor-
versus-management antagonisms with real teamwork. They can help
our schools meet world class standards.‘ We're moving ahead with
those standard5° The nation's math teachers have led the way,
and now the Natlonal Academy of Sciences and the National
Endowment for the Humanities are at work on standards,

respectively, for science and history. I am looking forward to a
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report next month from the National Council on Standards and
Testing, and I'm hoping we'll be ready to go with the first phase
of an American Achievement Test by the 1993-94 school year.

»We all know something is wrong when school administrations.
spend more on complying with_government regulations than on
classroom results. According to Governor Voinovich's Task Force
on Education, the Ohio Departmen£ of Education spends most of its
resources not on promoting better results in oﬁr schools, but on
complying with reguiations. .

No wonder studies show that more spending on education does
not generally translate into better results. An Ohio-think tank,
the Urban Policy Research Institute, recentl& made such a finding
about education in this state. So, George and Téd; I'm looking
to you not only to make Ohio a leader in giviné choice to
pareﬁts, but also in cutting neediess bqreaucracy and regulation.

States and local communities can put much of America 2000
into place without new federal laws. Thank heaven for that --
because some of the "powers that be" in Congress are fighting

tooth and nail against our most important reforms.

I sent Congress a package of fresh proposals for'theAfuture.
.0ur bill offers choice for parents and a program for New American

Schools that will show each state and community new ways to

excellence. But' Ted Kennedy and his Senate Labor Committee are
wedded to the past. They've put g;ggg_mggggp on some liberal
ideas that died of natural causes before you high school kids

here were bqrn.
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The Kennedy bill cuts out all the fundamentals of
éducational reform: parents, family, and freedom from
bureaucraéy._ It}s cynical pork-barrel politics at its worst.
It's a brazen attempt to protect the privileges of special
interests like the NEA. The old days of the old ways must come
to an end. We need to throw off ast failures; and.fight for a
| future that works -- a future that gives our kids the very best
we can offer. | |

The American people want education that works. The Gallup
survéy shows overwhelming public support for our America 2000
goals and strategies. Parents support us, and so do most |
teachers. After all, teachers don't want to be gggg in a
bureaucratic machine. Teaching is‘an g;;,Aa noble profession, a
vocation. Teachers don't want to waste their time making their
way through a maze of regulations and work rules. Tﬁéy don't
like certification rules that keep good teachers out. They want

to teach, and they want good teachers all around them.

With business and church and community leaders; with parents
and teachers -- we'll forﬁe a coalition that can't be stopped.
Hundreds of American communiﬁies, in every state, are deciding
whefeAthey want their children.to be in the year 2000 -- and
they'fe gettingito work fight now to make that happen. Already,
more than 1,000 communities -- one thousand -~ have signed up to
be America 2000 communities.

Just thinking about the potential of ﬁhis coalition has the

old thinkers rattled. Most of you know about Polly Williams of
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Milwaukee; She's a state represenfative whose constituents are
mostly black and poor. She's a Democrat. She was chairman of
Jesse Jackson's state campaigh organization.

_ Polly Williams watched as the goverﬁmént poured more and
more tax dollars into inner-city public schools that were
producing less and less. And she said: Enough is enough. She
recognized that her constituents _— poor working people, people
on public assistance -- needéd'gower to choose where andihow
their children would be educated. Rich people alreadx.enjoy
choice: They can afford both high taxes and private school
tuition -- or they can move from a neighborhood with inferior
schools to one with better schoois. It's working people, it's
poor people, it's middle-income people who have the most to gain
if we reform our_educational system. '

Somebody was telling me with well-deserved pride that the
Fort Hayes Center is one of a kind. I want you to know that I
won't rest -- we must not rest -- until we have thousands of Fort
Hayeses all across this country. By the year 2000 -- little more
than eight years away -- Americéns must pull down the barriers to

excellence in education. We need to empower teachers -- not to

unch time-clocks, not to fend off thugs and drug dealers, but to
teach. We need to give parents real choice. And we need to give

America's young people the knowledge, skill and discipline we'd

| I.d'\ :I' ('xk%(a)

slude b
I | (s will Mf

Fhee Peegyho
W‘O\\/&c O!/‘LO:Q. .T\vx\‘v\ 5’{/
o e, 4oy

want for ourselves if we faced their demanding futurz;:f//

Thank you, and may God bless you.
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FROM: NELSON LUND N Z;?
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Ohio 2000 Kickoff

Counsel's office has no legal objection.

cc: Phillip Brady
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directiy to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, with a copy
to this office.' Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Thank you, George. I am delighted to be here with George

Voinovich. He's doing a terrific job. He's leading the great

state of Ohio on é drive for better schools and a better future..

We've just heard from Lamar Alexander, who is working on a truly
historic mission to change American education -— to help our

country become all that it should be.

It's a pleasure to be with Ted Sanders again. Ted served as
Deputy Secretary of Education in my Administration until Ohio had

the good fortune to hire him as State Superintendent of Schools.

He's an elogquent voice for higher standards, for less
bureaugracg, and greater choice for parents in their children's

schooling. I also want to greet members of the Council of 100
and the Governor's Education Management Council, and of course

the many studénts and parents here today.

Today is a landmark on our drive for_betﬁer educétion. Only
-seven months ago I announced the America 2000 étrategy. Now,
with the launching of Ohio 2000, half of the 50 states have
enlisted in the revolution to make our schools do their best.

Twenty-five states ﬁow have committed themselves to meeting
by the year 2006 the godls adopted by the governors of all 50

states at the Charlottesville Education Summit. We're working
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Thank you, George. I am delighted to be here with George
Voinovich. He's doing a terrific job. He's leading the great
state of Ohio on a drive for better schools and a better future.
We've just heard from Lamar Alexander, who is working on a truly
historic mission to change American education -- to help our

country become all that it should be.

It's a pleasure to be with Ted Sanders again. Ted served as

Deputy Secretary of Education in my Administration until Ohio had
the good fortune to hire him as State Superintendent of Schools.

He's an éloggent voice for higher standards, for less

bureaucracy, and greater choice for parents in their children's
schooling. I also want to greet members of the Council of 100

and the Governor's Education Management Council, and of course

the many students and parents here today.

Today is a landmark on our drive for better education. Only
seven months ago I announced the America 2000 strategy. Now,
with the launching of Ohio 2000, half of the 50 states have
enlisted in the revolution to make our schools do their best.

Twenty-five states now have committed themselves to meeting
by the year 2000 the goals adopted by the governors of all 50

states at the Charlottesville Education Summit. We're working
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for a new America, with all children ready to learn when starting
school; with U.S. students first in the world in science and math
and proven in world-class competence as well in English, history
and geography; with at least a 90 percent graduation rate for our
high schools; with all adults literate; and with schools free of
drugs and violence.

Ohio's history is intertwined with America's earliest
decisions about what kind of nation we would be. During the
first years of our independence, our founders resolved that the
western territories would not be mere colonies of the thirteen
original states. Instead, western settlers were assured the
right to form new states with status equal to that of the
original thirteen. On this we built our free society, with

government close to the people and limited in power.

The early laws that charted Ohio's future also made
education an American priority -- a unifying national cause. An
ordinance of 1785 provided for the subdivision and sale of
western lands -- Qhat we'd call "privatization" in today's
terminology. This same law directed that each new town set aside
one lot -- one thirty-sixth of its real estate -- for the
maintenance of schools. Two years later, Congress enacted the

famous Northwest Ordinance, making education a cornerstone for

building the new nation. The Ordinance stated: "Religion,
morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and

the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education

shall forever be encouraged."
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One of the seminal ideas of our founders was that public
benefit‘did not always have to depend on government activity,
government spending or government control. This was and is the
proper basis for defining public education. Americans always
have sought to provide quality education as universally as
possible. Throughout our history, schools have served fhe same
public purpose, whether their organizers were privately financed
schoolmasters, or town councils, or religious orders or
denominations. Any school that serves the public and is held
accountable by a public authority provides public education.

A key tenet of America 2000 is real freedom for parents to
choose their children's schools. We won't have full choice until
parents are allowed to spend their public education dollars at
any school that renders public education. I am not opposed to
government; I'm proud to lead the federal government. But
everything has its proper place, and we must not allow the
government to monopolize public education. Unleashing market
forces will encourage creative competition among public, private .
and parochial schools. This will improve education for everyone.

I congratulate Ohio on the 1989 reform legislation that
takes the first steps toward parental choice. This provides
choice only among public schools -- that is, government-operated
schools. This will help, though it does not have nearly the
liberating potential or basic fairness of letting tax dollars
follow the student to any accredited school of the parent's

choice. Now, with new leaders like George Voinovich and Ted
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Sanders, I'm looking to Ohio to go the full distance in giving
parents choice in education.

In federal aid programs for college students, and in many
state programs, we don't exclude students who choose private
schools, including religious schools. We let the dollar follow
the scholar. That is the full scope of choice we must have in
America 2000. Choice is crucial to our other goals of holding

down costs, cutting back bureaucracy, and spurring quality.

I've just toured the Fort Hayes Education Center, where

they're breaking the mold. They're showing us the future. The

old bureaucratic ways of public education are giving way to
flexible programs designed to produce results for tomorrow's
world. Fort Hayes provides a superb four-year high school of the
fine arts. Also at Fort Hayes, far-sighted organizations such as
Battelle and Ross Laboratories are sponsoring science and
vocational programs that result in good jobs immediately upon
graduation. |

Partnerships like these between schools and businesses make

everyone a winner. Businesses can teach our schools to trim

bureaucracy. They can help educators replace the old labor-
versus-management antagonisms with real teamwork. They can help
our schools meet world class standards. We're moving ahead with
those standards: The nation's math teachers have led the way,
and now the National Academy of Sciences and the National
Endowment for the Humanities are at work on standards,

respectively, for science and history. I am looking forward to a
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report next month from the National Council on Standards and
Testing, and I'm hoping we'll be ready to go with the first phase
of an American Achievement Test by the 1993-94 school year.

We all know something is wrong when school administrations
spend more on complying with government regulations than on
classroom results. According to Governor Voinovich's Task Force
on Education, the Ohio Department of Education spends most of its
resources not on promoting better results in our schools, but on
complying with regulations.

No wonder studies show that more spending on education does
not generally translate into better results. An Ohio think tank,
the Urban Policy Research Institute, recently made such a finding
about education in this state. So, George and Ted: I'm looking
to you not only to make Ohio a leader in giving choice to
parents, but also in cutting needless bureaucracy and regulation.

States and local communities can put much of America 2000
into place without new federal laws. Thank heaven for that --
because some of the "powers that be" in Congress are fighting
tooth and nail against our most important reforms.

I sent Congress a package of fresh proposals for the future.
Our bill offers choice for parents and a program for New American
Schools that will show each state and community new ways to
excellence. But‘Ted Kennedy and his Senate Labor Committee are
wedded to the past. They've put fresh makeup on some liberal
ideas that died of natural causes before you high school kids

here were born.
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The Kennedy bill cuts out all the fundamentals of
educational reform: parents, family, and freedom from
bureaucracy. It's cynical pg;3:Qg;;g;_pg;i;igg_gg;igg_ﬂgggg.

. It's a brazen attempt to protect the privileges of special
interests like the NEA. The old days of the old ways must come
to an end. We need to throw off past failures, and fight for a
future that works -- a future that gives our kids the very best
we can offer.

The American people want education that works. The Gallup
survey shows overwhelming'public support for our America 2000
goals and strategies. Parents support us, and so do most
teachers. After all, teachers don't want to be cogs in a
bureaucratic machine. Teaching is an art, a noble profession, a
vocation. Teachers don't want to waste their time making their
way through a maze of regulations and work rules. They don't
like certification rules that keep good teachers out. They want
to teach, and they want good teachers all around them.

With business and church and community leaders; with parents
and teachers -- we'll forge a coalition that can't be stopped.
Hundreds of American communities, in every state, are deciding
where they want their children to be in the year 2000 -- and
they're getting to work right now to make that happen. Already,
- more than 1,000 communities -- one thousand ~- have signed up to
‘be America 2000 communities.

Just fhinking about the potential of this coalition has the

old thinkers rattled. Most of you know about Polly Williams of
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Milwaukee. She's a state representative whose constituents are
mostly black and poor. She's a Democrat. She was chairman of
Jesse Jackson's state campaign organization.
Polly Williams watched as the government poured more and
more tax dollars into inner-city public schools that were

producing less and less. And she said: Enough is enough. She

recognized that her constituents -- poor working people, people
on public assistance -- needed power to choose where and how
their children would be educated. Rich people already enjoy
choice: They can afford both high taxes and private school
tuition -~ or they can move from a neighborhood with inferior
schools to one with better schools. 1It's working people, it's
poor people, it's middle-income people who have the most to gain
if we reform our educational system.

Somebody was telling me with well-deserved pride that the

Fort Hayes Center is one of a kind. I want you to know that I

won't rest -- we must not rest -- until we have thousands of Fort
Hayeses all across this country. By the year 2000 -- little more
than eight years away —-- Americans must pull down the barriers to
excellence in education. We need to empower teachers -- not to
punch time-clocks, not to fend off thugs and drug dealers, but to
teach. We need to give parents real choice. And we need to give
America's young people the knowledge, skill and discipline we'd
want for ourselves if we faced their demanding future.

Thank you, and may God bless you.

# # #



