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THE WHITE HOUSE /1
WASHINGTON ey Ly

3INOVIR Pli 3
NOVEMBER 18, 1991

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH ; DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: TONY SNOW 1%
SUBJECT: SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL CONVENTION

I. SUMMARY

On Tuesday, November 19, at 11:30 a.m., you will broadcast
remarks (8 minutes, on prompter) from thé OEOB Studio to the 88th
Annual Meeting of the Southern Newspaper Publishers Association
in the Great Hall at the Boca Raton Resort in Florida. The
audience of approximately 550 people will include newspaper
publishers, owners, and editors. You will be introduced by SNPA
President Ashton Phelps.

II. DISCUSSION

Your remarks focus on a few of the many domestic initiatives
being held in Congressional limbo -- 'namely, our crime, America
2000, and growth packages. Additionally, you respond to two
questions -~ one on press coverage of minority issues and the
other on the economy.
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SNPA

Draft Three
November 18, 1991

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TELECONFERENCE WITH SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
OEOB STUDIO
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991
11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their |
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may gyehuhavekreached,the_point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation:before. . opening Eéf:YQB%EzQWBz newspapers§r.hilc. ~rimin
Today's news:, reminds:me.of;one. of;ny;fayorite. songs.: Itds;by::icr=
_ Anne Murray,.and it! s.=_;<._=a}4§dﬁi\'&_.I_-it-gz;lgegpodﬁ Newsa !.=Onecnice::«n =nar

[y

Verse goes:: . - - . i sl eewsoeegen naea be ST

"I came hbme this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."

Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldn't survivé a minute byvprintihg nothing but county fair
stories. You must print news that éeople can use.

Along those lines, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes
'talking about my Administration's domestic agenda. As you know,
it takes two to play when‘it comes to doing the nation's
business. It takes a White House with a program and a Congress
determined to get the work done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in éverything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, ﬁhe Americans with -
Disabilities Act and a matter that may not fall strictly within
the arena of domestic po;icy, but that Aid show just what
Americans can do when they decide to move, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it stiiiﬂhasn!t:seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorizeiithe ‘publit: teitizens'becomesincreasinglyiiturs «
cynical ab%ﬁtibuﬁilégalﬁsystémiﬁﬁlndépﬁliéé5ioéeﬂfaithithatﬁ*fii:i Wi

anyone really-cares about restorifiy peace to- theistreetsys wii:ics :o
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My Administfation has Z:;fén.' The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same péttern shows up in éducation. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a'schoollchild can argue with our goals -- better
schools, disciplined schools, schools freed of violence and
drugs, schools that produce studenté who can compete fully in our
international marketplace.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strateqgy that
would toss off the old ideas that hémper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We have called for a
' system of voluntary national exams,fso we can measure our
schools' performance and hold them éccountable.

We want to build a system of good schools, not one in which
a vast gulf separates the best and ﬁorst. We want poor kids to
have access to the same quality of education as everyone else.
And we want our students to become fhe world's best in math,
science, English, history and geography. Schools must stop
babysitting our students and start challenging them to reach for
the stérs.

Ysu‘can appreciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publisﬁers complain that they can't;find young reporters who can
write,ibr who have enough basic knowledgé to put stories in
propef perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose-

readers. It hurts your business more than most.
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ButAaLL—L§fﬂ§§§6ﬁ0@ﬁ¥‘“ﬁﬁ£ﬂETﬁRiﬁSOME RATHER SOUND FUNDAMENTALS 7~z

R A GOOD RECOVERY.

iNFLATION IS DOWN

iNTEREST RATES ARE WAY DOW

PERSONAL QEBT IS DOWN

iNVENTORIES ARE DOWN

qUALITY IS UP

eXPORTS ARE UP. ‘
bUT ISNPITE OF THESE VERY ENCOURAGING SIGNS THE ECONOMY IS
SLUGGISH AND AND TYHERE ARE STEPS WE CAN TAKE- SHOULD HAVE TAKEN
LONG AGO WHEN I PROPOSED THEM.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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You can do more than print stories and editorials, too.
Our strategy calls for community involvement. In fact, it relies
on the efforts of everyone. More than 20 states have begun State
2000 efforts, rather than waiting for Congress to act. And in
Nebraska, the publisher of the Omaha World-Journal chairs his
community's educational reform efforts. You can do the same.
You don't have to work in a schooi to make education happen. You
can do it anywhere.

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Today, although we
ﬁechnically have pulled out of recession and enjoyed very modest
economic growth in recent months, many people feel the pinch of

an economy that isn't growing as it should. No honest observer

steps to turn our sluggish economy back into a booming?)

powerhouse. j" NSER T A’ | ‘ &

can tell you that things are great. They're not.(i;; must take fg
X
N

ation have

'1anguished*on_the_hill—for—year37‘~ These include capital gains

tax cuts, research and development tax credits, expanded IRAs,

comprehensive banking.reform, %Bt national trade liberalization,
<5 W
and so on. But while Americans demand action, it remains

"business as usual on Capitol Hill." And "business as usual® can

only hurt people who want to work, of who want to move -into.

' j ' ‘ | b{.gc—"w:'bb»b
better jobs. _ = s< ' M/&

aL believe the American public wants less talk and more

actiozéﬁ/;pﬁ/;::/yef' -- not b hi;l' g for dur aggpd%, but.by'
insist g oﬁ't e best; most/igi;i;é;jlz;sf/:;:;oﬁgﬁ,reporting
- ok % 749‘_ ¢n4(Er_ pbkdhbéﬁch_ an/kf
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ssible. Urge yoyf edltofs and reporters to learn more about
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what works and what doesr't when 1t/é/mes to the/écon:7

education, crime and -other 1mportant 1ssues.f Encoura

/

e them to

ask tough questlons and get good answers.' The American people

want truth, opd you can ﬁ//; give them‘état they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

and now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
thlnk the most important thing we can do is to be wary of using
such labels as "minority issues.ﬁ After all, every issue of
importance to Americans, including the three I've just discussed
-- schools, crime and jobs -- matters to everyone, regardless of
their skin color.

Crime, for instance, is not a minority issue. But crime
hurts poor Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it
affects affluent Americans.

Educétion‘is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more-often hurt poor Americans thaﬁ they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, race relations have become a cause of justifiable
concern all over our country. I think we need to move on several
fronts. First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and
punish prejudice where we can.

Second, we must fight any program or practice that builds
walls between *the :races.- Ypu!liﬁrememberthatal.got.amrotuofrexwfs--~
heat last year: and:‘earlier this yeaﬁ5forxapposingaagciYilﬂrightSmcaa~-
bill that ybuldzhave'forced:businesseSrte:adopt:quotasf::;n§t~asmgx- -

a strict matter of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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/V!"L’ 9]? <;ppose quotas because they set white workers and black

workers at odds. They have unleashed irrational, despicable
hatreds. They have destroyed the spirit of brotherhood that
forms the foundation of true civil rights.

We finally got a civil rights bill that does not foster
quotas, and that will punish severely those who practice
workplace discrimination. We're serious about fighting
discrimination and racial animosity on all fronts. That's why we
oppose quotas, but support laws that punish those who
discriminate. .

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
Ppromotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. Be
honest about people's justifiable desires for good schools, safe
streets and good jobs, and take an honest look at which policies
best advance those goals. In the end, the best minority coverage
and policy would be one that didn't have use for such labels as

"minority" at all.

T A T T I W S Lol a3y sl TN woaT, ooy LS

2) The economy: I touched-on this:earlier;nhutﬁitﬁssﬁorth&going:nﬁ S alit et
into greater detail.- ThezAméricanveconomy:infrebentzdécadesihaSFii ESCREEY
- drawn most of its- new jobs.from?small»buSinesSeSfé--companies<'“

that saw an opening and went for it.
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High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent requlations make
it very difficult for businesses --< - especially small businesses -
- to function. Backward banking laws can deny entrepreneurs the
support they need to create a bu51ness. We must make our economy
entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime coets lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down.on crime, both by puniehing
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Poor schools also deprive the economy of future workers and
business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep your
companies profitable.

Many newspapers recognize this basic truth and contribute
directly to reading programs in their cities, and those programs
can make a huge difference in the quality of the workforce you
 see in the future. oOthers lend reporters_and editors to schools
as teachers, with the same'effect. And, as I noted, some have
taken an actlve role in promoting educatlonal reform that works

for thelr communltles.
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Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore =-- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So
while ybu make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
every challenge the future throws in your way.

Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # ¥ #
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INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: . TONY SNOW-ﬁF
SUBJECT: SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL CONVENTION

I. SUMMARY
On Tuesday, November 19, at 11:30 a.m., you will broadcast

remarks (8 minutes, on prompter) from the OEOB Studioc to the 88th
Annual Meeting of the Southern Newspaper Publishers Association
in the Great Hall at the Boca Raton Resort in Florida. The
audience of approximately 550 people will include newspaper
publishers, owners, and editors. You will be introduced by SNPA
President Ashton Phelps.

II. DISCUSSION

_ Your remarks focus on a few of the many domestic initiatives
being held in Congressional limbo -='namely, our crime, America
2000, and growth packages. Additionally, you respond to two
questions -- one on press coverage of minority issues and the
other on the economy. ' ‘
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Draft Three
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TELECONFERENCE WITH SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
OEOB STUDIO
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991
11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. Ifm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one questibn: Did
your racquet survive, too? |

I know it may sound like a bit.of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time'for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential.? You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard somebne describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own-newspaperss. - it
Today's news:reminds:-me.of-~one eeoffimy%-;sﬁa-mr:ite rsongss:: Itigs-by: wienmins
Anne Murrayysandiit!s:called: %A Little.Good.News." . One.nice.. .. tic. -
verse. goes: |

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."

Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldn't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair
stories. You must print news that people can use.

Aiong those lines, I'd iike to spend a couple of minutes
talking about my Administration's dpmestic agenda. As you know,
it takes two to play when it comes fo doing the n&tion's
business.-.It takes a White'House with a progfam and a Congress
determined to get the Qork done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up é host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiafives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and a matter that may not fall strictly within
the arena of domestic policy, but that did show just what
Americans can do when they decide to move, the war in the Gulf.

| But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago, .

and it still~hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals

continue to terforize*the;publibe»ﬁCitizeﬁsvbebomefincreasingly?iiﬂT'.

cynical abputiourdlegalﬂSYStem:*iAndﬁpplice‘1o§e&faithﬂthatcift%;;‘¢¢,u

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets. .
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My Administration has'Z:;f;n. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same paﬁtern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- beﬁter
schools, disciplined schools, schools freed of violence and
drugs, schools that produce students who can compete fully in our
international marketplace. |

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schbbls. We have called for a
system of voluntary national exams, so we can measure our
schools' performance and hold them accountable.

We want to build a system of géod schools, not one in which
a vast gulf separates the best and worst. We want poor kids to
have access to the same quality of education as everyone else.
And we want our students to become the world's best in math,
science, English, history and geography. Schools must stop
babysitting our students and start challenging them to reach for
the stars.

X&ﬁ can appreciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publish?rs complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write,';r who have enough basic knowledgé to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose

readers. It hurts your business more than most.
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But aLL IS NOT GLOOMY. tHERE ARE SOME RATHER SOUND FUNDAMENTALS
IN PLACE FOR A GOOD RECOVERY.

iNFLATION IS DOWN

iNTEREST RATES ARE WAY DOW

PERSONAL 4EBT IS DOWN

iNVENTORIES ARE DOWN

qUALITY IS UP

eXPORTS ARE UP.
bUT ISNPITE OF THESE VERY ENCOURAGING SIGNS THE ECONOHY Is
SLUGGISH AND AND TYHERE ARE STEPS WE CAN TAKE- SHOULD HAVE TAKEN
LONG AGO WHEN I PROPOSED THEM. : '

FRoM THE, PRESIDENT

R (P"«'ﬂ,/{u.-' G s -—-‘:—7’&,-..,,.,
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You can do more than print stories and editorials, too.

Our strategy calls for community involvement. In fact, it relies
on the efforts of everyone. More than 20 states have begun State
2000 efforts, rather than waiting for Congress to act. And in
Nebraska, the publishér of the Omaha World-Journal chairs his
community's educational reform efforts. You can do the same.

You don't have to work in a school to make education happen. ‘You
can do it anywhere.

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Today, although we
fechnically have pulled out of recession and enjoyed very modest
economic growth in recent months, many people feel the pinch of
an economy that ish't growing as it should. No honest observer

steps to turn our sluggish economy back into a boomind\

powerhouse. j' NSERT /l’ ) R

can tell you that things are great. They're not.(:;é'must take fé
X
N

ation have

languished.on the hill for—years:— These include capital gains

tax cuts, research and development tax credits, expanded IRAS,

comprehensive banking refofm, %g%ttnatidnal trade liberalization,

£ Soumnle

and so on. But while Americans demand action, it remains
"business as usual on Capitol Hill."™ And "business as usual" can

only hurt people who want to work, or who want to move into ..
e AANL,

. . ' b"
betterz_J_obs.:! "“Wb-f: W‘b‘ nebe Ll Co . A ss e W

4L believe the American public wants less talk and more

actioz;ﬁ/xpﬁ/ézz/pef. - t by 6hilliflg for dur agep&%, but by
insistihg on the best; most/igi;;;ggjzz' t thorougﬁ/reporting
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%p551b1e. Urge yo edlta;s and reporiters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when 1t/comes to the/}con Y,
education, crime and«other important 1ssues./ Encoura

e them to ﬁ&u§,¢t
/ d / Al ‘

ask tough questlons and get. good answers.’ The Amerréan people

/ Ve
want‘tguth, a you can ﬁé/; give them What they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.

o X




Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most important thing we can do is to be wary of using
such labels as "minority issues." After all, every issue of
importance to Americans, including.the three I've just discussed
-=- schools, crime and jobs -- matte?s to everyone, regardless of
their skin color. |

Crime, for instance, is not a pinority issue. But crime
hurts poor Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it
affects affluent Americans.

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, race relations have become a cause of justifiable
concern all over our country. I think we néed to move on several
fronts. First, we must renounce biéotry wherever we see it and
punish prejudice where we can. |

Second, we must flg;f any;?sogﬁaﬁfsg pract1ce5that bull%? Q”,

walls between:the.races. 'You'll remember  that ‘I - got a lot of . 4L
e
heat last—year and earlier: this . year for opposing.-a -eivit—xights:

bill that would have forced bu51nesses to adopt quotas -- not as

6:—/,, ]

a strict matter of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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We finally got a civil rights bill that

gquetas, and—that—witl punisﬁfieverely those who practice
workplace discrimination. Welre—serious—about—righting e ;
. _L

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give

opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged_backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotioqﬂcan melt away seeming barriers between races, without.

. UU*—’ﬂamﬁﬂ
setting.up the kind of entj q i ire. Ve Rg
24

ut people's justifiable desires for good schools, safe
streets and good jobs, and take an honest look at which policies
| best advance those goals. In the end, the best minority coverége
”and policy would be one that didn't have use for such labels as
"minority" at all.
[zgssun¢Qu&¢ﬂdhxon1ﬁfgaahﬂﬁnq;7
2) Fhe—esonemy: I ‘touched--on thisearlier, :but=itts worth:going: I = :iu:
into greater detaila.«TheuAmerican-eéonomy,in recent. decades- has
drawn most of its new jobs from small businesses -- companies

that saw an opening and went for it.
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High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regqulations make
it very difficult for businesses —- especially small businesses -
- to function. Backward banking laws can deny entrepreneurs the
support they need to create a business. We must make our economy
entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of_you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency. ‘

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Poor schools also deprive the economy of future workers and
business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep your
companies profitable.

Many newspapers recognize this basic truth and contfibute
directly to reading programs in their cities, and thoee programs
can make a huge difference in the qﬁality of the workforce you
see in the future. Others lend reperters and editors to schools
as teachers, with the same effect. And, as I noted, some have
teken an active role in promoting educational reform that works

for their communities.
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Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So
while you make ends meet, you also ﬁust innovate. That's a tough
challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
every challenge the future throws in your way.

Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: _ TONY SNOW 72{
SUBJECT: SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL CONVENTION

I. SUMMARY

on Tuesday, November 19, at 11:30 a.m., you will broadcast
remarks (8 minutes, on prompter) from the OEOB Studio to the 88th
Annual Meeting of the Southern Newspaper Publishers Association
in the Great Hall at the Boca Raton Resort in Florida. The
audience of approximately 550 people will include newspaper
publishers, owners, and editors. You will be introduced by SNPA
President Ashton Phelps.

IT. DISCUSSION

Your remarks focus on a few of the many domestic initiatives

being held in Congressional limbo -- namely, our crime, America
2000, and growth packages. Additionally, you respond to two
questions -- one on press coverage of minority issues and the

other on the economy.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TELECONFERENCE WITH SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS
. PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
OEOB STUDIO
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991
11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]} I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I haye just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too? |

f know it may sound like a bit 6f a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. It's by
Anne ﬁurray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"T came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."

Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldn't survive a minute by printihq nothing but county fair
stories. You must print news that people éan use.

Along those lines, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes
talking about my Administration's domestic agenda. As YOu know,
it takes two to play when it comes to doing the nation's
business. It takes a White'House with a program and a Congress
determined to get the work done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and a matter that may not fall strictly within
the.arena of domestic policy, but thét did show just what
Americans can do when they decide to move, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive érime packaée nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continﬁe to terrorize the public. Citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just Qants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couplé of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals'-— better
'schools, disciplined schools, schools freed of violence and
drugs, schools that produce studentslwho can compete fully in our
international marketplace.

We have proposed an America 2000 Educationvstrategy thét
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We have called for a
system of voluntary national exams, so we can measure our
schools' performance and hold them accountable.

We want to build a system-bf good schools, not one in which
a vast gulf separates the best and worst. We want poor kids to
have access to the same quality of education as everyone else.
And we want our students to become the world's best in math,
science, English, history and geography. Schools must stop
babysitting our students and start challenging them to reach for
the stars.

You can appreciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowlédge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose

readers. It hurts your business more than most.
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You can do more than print stories and editorials, too.
our strategy calls for community involvement. 1In fact, it relies
on the efforts of everyone. More‘than 20 states have begun State
2000 efforts, rather than waiting for Congress to act. vAnd in
Nebraska, the publisher of the OmahafWorld-Joﬁfnal chairs his
community's educational reform efforts. You can do the same.

You don't ha#e to work in a school to make educationﬂhappen. You
can do it anywhere.

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Today, although we
fechnically have pulled out of recession and enjoyed very modest
economic growth in recent months, many people feel the pinch of
an economy that isn't growing as it should. No honest observer
can tell you that things are great. They're not. We must take
steps to turn our sluggish economy back into a booming
powefhouse.

Growth initiatives proposed by ﬁy Administration have
languished on the hill for.years. .These include capital gains
tax cuts, research‘and development tdk crédits, expanded IRAs,
comprehensive banking reform, interﬁﬁtional trade liberalization,
and so.on. But while Americans demand action, it remains
"business as usual on Capitol Hill."v And "business as usual" can
only hurt people who want to work, or who want to move into
better jobs.

I believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. You can help -- not by shilling for our agenda, but by

insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
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possible. Urge your editors and repérters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when it comes to the economy,
education, crime and other important issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want and need.
Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most important thing we can do is to be wary of using
such labels as "minority issues." After all, every issue of
importance to Americans, including tﬁe three I've just discussed
-- schools, crime and jobs -- matters to everyone, regardless of
their skin color.

Crime, for instance, is not a minority issue. But crime
hurts poor Americans of all colors fér more dramatically than it
affects affluent Americans.

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans thah they hurt more affluent
Americans.

- Jobs is not a minority issue: Eﬁeryone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, race relations have become a cause of justifiable
concern all over our country. I think we need to move on several
fronts. First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and
punish prejudice where we can.

Second, we must fight any program or practice that builds
walls between the races. You'll remember that I got a lot of
heaf last year and earlier this year for opposing a civil rights
bill that would have forced-businesseé to adopt quotas =-- not as

a strict matter of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds. They have unleashed irrational, despicable
hatreds. They have destroyed the spirit of brotherhood that
forms the foundation of true civil rights.

We finally got a civil rights bill that does not foster
quotas, and that will punish severely those who practice
workplace discrimination. We're serious about fighting
discrimination and racial animosity on all fronts. That's why we
oppose quotas, but support laws that:punish those who
discriminate.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. Be
honest about people's justifiable desires for good schools, safe
streets. and goqd jobs, and take an honest look at which policies
best advance those goals. In the end, the best minority coverage
and policy would be one that didn't have use for such labels as
"minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American eéonomy in recent decades has
drawn most of its new jobs from small businesses -~ companies

that saw an opening and went for it.
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High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses -- gspecially small businesses -
- to function. Backward banking laws can deny entrepreneurs the
support they need to create a business. We must make our econémy
entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend hﬁge amounts of money on
security, both for your‘people and your maéhinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-miilion dollar printing
. presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost 1§ts of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your Gorkers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Poor schools also deprive the economi of future workers and
business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep your
companies profitable.

Many newspapers recognize this ﬁﬁsic truth and contfibuteb
directly to reading programs in their. cities, and those programs
can make a huge difference in the quélity of the workforce you
see in the future. Others lend reporters and editors to schools
as teachers, with the same effect. And, as I noted, some have
taken an active role in promoting eduéational reform that works

for their communities.
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Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So
while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
challenge, but it's exciting, too --.and I know you will meet
every challenge the future throws in'your wvay.

Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless yéu and the United States of America.

# # # #
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I. SUMMARY

on Tuesday, November 19, at 11:30 a.m., you will broadcast
remarks (8 minutes, on prompter) from the OEOB Studio to the 88th
Annual Meeting of the Southern Newspaper Publishers Association
in the Great Hall at the Boca Raton Resort in Florida. The
audience of approximately 550 people will include newspaper
publishers, owners, and editors. You will be introduced by SNPA
President Ashton Phelps. :

II. DISCUSSION

Your remarks focus on a few of the many domestic initiatives

being held in Congressional limbo -- namely, our crime, America
2000, and growth packages. Additionally, you respond to two
questions -- one on press coverage of minority issues and the

other on the economy.
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Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday'é tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of'you in the |
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers~have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that peopie find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. 1It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes: |

"T came home this evening. I bet that the news will.be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned tq care." _

Now, I think that's a great idéa, but I also know that you»
couldn't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair
stories. You must print news that éeople(can use.

Along those lines, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes
talking about my Administration's domestic agenda. As you'know,
it takes two to play when it comes fo doing the nation's
business. It takes a White'House with a program and a Congress
determined to get the work done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
ﬁp its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
prdgrams and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirr;ng victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and a matter that may not fall strictly within
the arena of domestic policy, but that did show just what
Américans can do when they decide to: move, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. Citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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_ My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And cCongress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- better
schools, discipliﬁed schools, schools freed of violence and
drugs, schools that produce students.whd can compete fully in our
international marketplace. |

‘We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper edpcation today and
would restore competition to the schools. We have called for a
system of voluntary national exams, SO we can measure our
schools' performance and hold them adcountable.-

We want to build a system of good schools, not oﬁe in which
a vast gulf separates the best and worst. We want poor kids to
have access to the same quality of education as everyone else.
And we.want our students to become the world's best in math,
science, English, history and geography, Schools must stop
babysitting our students and start challenging them to reach for.
the stars. |

You can app:eciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowlédge to put storieé in
prbper perspéctive. When our educational system fails, you lose

readers. It hurts your business more than most.
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You can do more than print stories and editorials, too.

Our strategy calls for.community involvement. In fact, it felies
on the efforts 6f everyone. More than 20 states have begun State
2000 efforts, rather than waiting fbr Congress to act. And in |
Nebraska, the publisher of the Omaha World-Journal chairs his
community's educational reform efforts. You can do the same.

You don't have to work in a school t§ make education happen. You
can do it anywhere. '

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Today, although we
éechnically have pulled out of recession and enjoyed very modest
economic growth in recent months, many people feel the pinch of
an economy that isn't growing as it éhould.. No honest observer
can tell you that things are great. lThey're not. We must take
steps to turn our sluggish economy back into a boorning
powerhouse.

Growth initiatives proposed by my Administration have
languished on the hill for years. These include capital gains
tax cuts, research and development tax credits, ekpanded IRAS,
comprehensive banking reform; internétional trade liberalization,
and so on. But while Americans demaﬁd action, it remains
"business as usual on Capitol Hill."i And "business as usual" can
only hurt people who want to work, or who want to move into
better jobs.

I believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. You can help -- not by shiliing for our ageﬁda, but by

insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
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possible. 'Urge your editors and reporters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when it comes to the economy,
education, crime and other important issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want and need.
Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be.in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How cén we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most important thing we can do is to be wary of using
such labels as "minority issues."™ After all, every issue of
importance to Americans, including the three I've just discussed
-- schools, crime and jobs -- matters to everyone, regardless of
their skin color.

Crime, for instance, is not a minority issue. But crime
hurts poor Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it
affects affluent Americans.

Education is not a minority is;ﬁe, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, race relations have become a cause of justifiable
concern all over our country. I think we need to move on several
fronts. First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and
punish prejudice where we can.

Second, we must fight any program or practice that builds
walls between the races. You'll remember that I got a lot of
héat last year and earlier this year for opposing a civil rights
bill that would have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as

a strict matter of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quétas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds. They have unleashed irrational, despicable

hatreds. They have destroyed the spirit'of brotherhood that

‘forms the foundation of true civil rights.

We finally got a civil rights b111 that does not foster
quotas, and that will punish severely those who practice
workpiace discrimination. We're serious about fighting
discrimination and racial animosity on all fronts. That's why we
oppose'quotas, but support laws that punish those who
discriminate. |

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give

opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come

'from.privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and

promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. Be
honest about people's justifiable degires for Qood schools, safe
streets and good jobs, and take an honest look at which policies
best advance those goals. In the end, the best minority coverage
and policy would be one that didn't haQe use for such labels as

"minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going

~ into greater detail. The American ecbnomy in recent decades has

drawn most of its new jobs from small businesses -- companies

that saw an opening and went for it.
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High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses -- especially small businesses -
- to function. Backward banking lawg can deny entrepreneurs the
support they need to create a Business. We must make our economy
entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast-hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spehd huge amounts of money on
security, both for ydur'people and yéur machinery, and you still‘
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries.to mess up multi-million doliar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency.ll |

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the gdge vital to your industry.
Poor schools also deprive the economy of future workers and
business~1eaders -=- the people who buy ads and keep your
companies profitable.

Many newspapers recognize this bésic truth and contribute
directly to reading programs in their cities, and those programs
can make a huge difference in the quality of the workforce you
see in the future. Others lend reporters and editors to schools
as teachers, with the same effect. And, as I noted, some have
taken an active role in promoting educational reform. that works

for their communities. /
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Finally, the world contipues changing at a rapid pace. We .
see newspaperé doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut ;t anymore =-- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So
while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
every challenge the future throws in your way. |

Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived

yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did

your racquet survive, too? ) thiﬁ‘fi UDarfA D3
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f}é}i/ is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the

of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. 1It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."

Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldn't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair
stories. You must print news that people can use.

Along those lines, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes
talking about my Administration's domestic agenda. As you know,
it takes two to play when it comes to doing the nation's
business. It takes a White House with a program and a Congress
determined to get the work done.

For nearly three years my Administration ﬂas tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabi}ities Act and a matter that may not fall strictly'within
the arena of domestic policy, but that did show just what
Americans can do when they decide to move, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. Citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a good plan. The American people
support it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little
pieces, rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- better
schools, disciplined schools, schools freed of violence and
drugs, schools that produce students who can compete fully in our
international marketplace.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We have called for a
system of voluntary national exams, so we can measure our
schools' performance and hold them accountable.

We want to build a system of good schools, not one in which
a vast gulf separates the best and worst. We want poor kids to
have access to the same quality of education as everyone else.
And we want our students to become the world's best in math,
science, English, history and geography. ~Schools must stop
babysitting our students and start challenging them to reach for
the stars.

You can appreciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose

readers. It hurts your business more than most.
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You can do more than print stories and editorials, too.
Our strategy calls for community involvement. In fact, it relies
on the efforts of everyone. More than 20 states have begun State
2000 efforts, rather than waiting for Congress to act. And in

he publisher of the Omaha World-Journal chairs his

& 's educational reform efforts. You can do the same.
You don't have to work in a school to make education happen. You
O&jﬂj an do it anywhere.
f}
&méﬁﬂ\- Finally, a few notes on the economy. Today, although we
; éﬁ}” technically have pulled out of recession and enjoyed very modest
Jﬂ) S; economic growth in recent months, many people feel the pinch of
LV%DL an economy that isn't growing as it should. No honest observer
&/ can tell you that things are great. They're not. (But some
Vk/ rather sound fundamentals point to a good recovery. Inflation is
down. Interest rates are way down. Personal debt is down.
i}&/‘ Inventories are down. Quality is up. Exports are up. But
vawﬁ x%xlnsplte of these very encouraging signs the economy is sluggish
l% and there are steps we can take -- should have been taken long
ago when I proposed them.)
éBVD k)These include capital gains tax cuts, research and
evelopment tax credits, expanded IRAs, comprehensive banking
reform, international trade liberalization, a sound
transportation bill, and so on. But while Americans demand
action, it remains "business as usual on Capitol Hill." And
"business as usual" can only hurt people who want to work, or who

want to move into better jobs.
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(I will continue to try to work with Congress because I
truly believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. I want to get our message out and build support for
other initiatives I've mentioned here today. This won't be easy.
1992 is just over the horizon and politics will play an undue
part in the debate.) MB\/\& Wb\ (\(&‘ M%

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.

Questions:

1) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn most of its new jobs from small businesses -- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.

High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses -- especially small businesses -
- to function. Backward banking laws can deny entrepreneurs the
support they need to create a business. We must make our economy
entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing

criminals and by encouraging decency.
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Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Poor schools also deprive the economy of future workers and
business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep your
companies profitable.

Many newspapers recognize this basic truth and contribute
directly to reading programs in their cities, and those programs
can make a huge difference in the quality of the workforce you
see in the future. Others lend reporters and editors to schools
as teachers, with the same effect. And, some have taken an
active role in promoting educational reform that works for their
communities.

Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So
while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet

every challenge the future throws in your way.

2) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I

think the most important thing we can do is to be wary of using
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such labels as "minority issues." After all, every issue of
importance to Americans, including the three I've just discussed
-- schools, crime and jobs -- matters to everyone, regardless of
their skin color.

Crime, for instance, is not a minorify issue. But crime
hurts poor Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it
affects affluent Americans.

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, race relations have become a cause of justifiable
concern all over our country. I think we need to move on several
fronts. First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and
punish prejudice where we can.

Second, we must fight any program or practice that builds
walls between the races. You'll remember that I got a lot of
heat last year and earlier this year for opposing a civil rights
bill that would have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as
a strict matter of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.

(Some politicians and, yes, editorialists say that if you
battle against quotas you are appealing to racism or playing the
race card. Not so.)

I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black

workers at odds. They have unleashed irrational, despicable
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hatreds. They have destroyed the spirit of brotherhood that
forms the foundation of true civil rights.

We finally got a civil rights bill that does not foster
quotas, and that will punish severely those who practice
workplace discrimination. We're serious about fighting
discrimination and racial animosity on all fronts. That's why we
oppose quotas, but support laws that punish those who
discriminate. |

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. Be
honest about people's justifiable desires for good schools, safe
streets and good jobs, and take an honest look at which policies’
best advance those goals. In the end, the best minority coverage
and policy would be one that didn't have use for such labels as

"minority" at all.
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11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a

akﬁ certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
\fJﬁxt4>k&o y's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. 1It's by
?;bo n Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice

}\) \ verse goes:

/D
w\

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

%(OOP

same/. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybgdyfiearned to care."

/
7

Now, I think that's/é gréat idea, but I also know that you

/

couldn't survive a,mlnute/by printing nothing but county fair

stories. But/}/éan sgy/I ve just about had it with all the news

T( ;
~disease, famine and bitter personal

- one time —-rIld-%ikeésenseewamsport§>

i evoted just to standings and scores: —\\
\C & Sn;*euslylférgézaké)to spend a couple of minutes talking
$° f> about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play
when it comes to doing the nation's business. It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work
done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime 2;
- the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the

Ouwwssca Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with

A0 émwﬂjDisabilities AcTjg;d7—cdF1EnnHyar-the”war~tn—the~eu&g>/(g¥nzﬁ¥
(o eduncarioL, ~ b -5CGhit M, et

P \ But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
[ Edmlonn )

Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. Citizens become increasingly

cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.
The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No ’"W

LN foct, (ZW
parent of a school child can argue with our goals[ﬁi‘better \Pmb ﬂ“hOﬁ“*ﬂ

Fiscpind LU (“grunfes 00d yoloncs free GG ol SalRba
schools, schoolé‘Ymere—orderiyfschools, and students who! fuopls ;
{aqpﬁ+ﬁ% i
can graduate with degrees that really mean something. | @pads ond
G ) 0 an( Cduc ) B
We have proposed America 2000YEducation strategy that Shokay g

g2

would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and

weie lled
would restore competition to the schools.Y We want to build a | for & Syse
- @;ﬂﬁ) 0F Volunice EL

system o‘A chools, not one in which a vast gulf separates | Nanmalw
Owc Sthoo |5

the best and worst. We want poor kids to have access to the same| ore (uid
Q. cLlowniab\L

quality of education as everyone else. And we want -our students ﬁfpuhum

to become the world's best in math, science, English, history and (04)
geography. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars. 4* S inyww cHcoled

You can appreciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose
readers. It hurts your business more than m&sv\t\.c T KADQ«\m P&DPl‘

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Ceﬁtrary—g

techmee eé‘: Cenn. sh..{‘fnhc SNaly ’3
_opinion, we are nothin re sion. ) Techniecally, w :have enjoyed

(fﬂﬂ,;:)very modest growth in recent months. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. They're not. —We—must—take
LoE R~ad CS(“DL\}\RV\ WA N Oy o™ My WG (j(:dﬂb -
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steps —-—now,-hot later -- to turn -our-sluggish-economy-back-into
a_booming-pewerhouse.

I -have tried all year-to get-action on-an-ambitious growth

_package~-- capital gains tax cuts, research and development tax

_ _ _ Hs polidies
credits, expanded IRAs, comprehensive banking reform,af) Lsmel_ N
international trade liberalization, and so on. But“that—package,cfji“\
"politics as usual'-on-Capitel-Hill.

I believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. I-agree;—and—I plan to do everything-in-my -power-to-—get
the work done-as—soon as possiblet

You can help -- not by shilling for our agenda, but by
insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when it comes to the economy,
education, crime and other important issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most important thing we can do for starters is to be
wary of using such labels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americans, including the three I've just
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs -- is important regardless
of one's skin color.

Crime is not a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it affects
affluent Americans.

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and

fulfilling job.
raw clakiono oce omelfen OF leghaete Comconn 0 Guericend,

still, feufprobiémS“trUubte~AmerIc”ns more t
Coliasak

Juan® ( . |
:ggafézface relatl I think we need to move on several fronts.

First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish

prejudice where we can.
1) —— [David Duke section]

6 L s uohies. )

Odﬁ;ogiﬂuﬁ Second we must set people at odds on
&pUJ the basis of race. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat

'
éjﬁd\ earlier this year for opposing a civil rights bill that would
. have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. They have unleashed
irrational, despicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that characterized the civil rights
movement. Cﬂo&b mc}-ﬁbéia&)

We finally got a civil rights bill that ferbids quotas, and
that can“étﬁ%ih those who practice workplace discrimination. L4¢yy£>
ﬁhis—shews—thatﬁﬁe're iﬂg;;kgt-serious about fighting

=  ond abhbltb '

discrimination, bu%—%hat—we—a}se~waa%—%eaavoidggglicies, such as
quotas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come dx
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and erblp

¥

\
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without )(gngé?)
=
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. 1In L}h
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn most of its new jobs from small businesses =-- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.
High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
15 2 25gncroll Sodic h

@m®$quh%1t very difficult for businessesyto“function. Backward banking

G_tot Cuie  laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
T ., s
k.uu‘i""
wnclleor -

Crdmmz9
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the support they need to create a business. We must make our
economy entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And yo ose-part of the edge vital to your industry. Jumuj
Many newspapersco%dgiﬁectly to reading programs in their
cities, and those programs can make a huge difference in the

quality of the workforce you see in the future. Others lend

reporters and editors to schools as teachers, with the same

effect. Andrpoor schools also deprive the economy of future \

workers and business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keed

your companies profitable. _j

Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new thingé all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So

while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
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challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
ever%challenge the future throws in your way.
Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991
11:30 A.M.

Thank you,'Ashton‘[Phelps]. I'mlglad to see you survived
yesterday's_ténnis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your facquet sﬁrvive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition‘from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun.holding on to their -
advértising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, ybu must provide the living
history that people find essential. fou also have to do it under
" extraordinary constraints. I once heard someoné describe thé
newspaper indﬁstry as the only multi-billion dollar industfy that
.ultimately had to depend on 12-ye§r-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorité songs. It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want ﬁo hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how evefybody learned to care)" _

‘Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldh't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair
stories. But I can say I've just about had it with all the news
about lawyers, bankruptcies, strikes, business seizures, stock
splits, profit sharing; disease, famine and bitter personal
feuds. Just once -- just one time -- I'd like to see a sports
section devoted just to standings and scores. \\

Seriously, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes talking
about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two fo play
when it comes to doing the nation's business. —It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to gét the work
done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of ‘the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and, of course, the war in»the Gulf.

But most oonur'important business rgmains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago, |
and it still hasn't seen the light of'day; ﬁeanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. Citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to thé streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattefn shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to‘promote an Excellehce_in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue wifh‘our goals -- better
schools, tougher schools, more orderlyv5chools, and students who
can graduate with deg:ges that really mean something.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to fhe schools. We want to build a.
systém of good schools, not one in which a vast gqulf séparates
the best and ﬁorst. Wélwant poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everyone else.-,And we wént'our students
to becomé the world's best in math} science, English, history and
- geography. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars.

-You can appreciate this. 1I've heard newspapef editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowledge to pdt stories in
proper perspective. When our educatiénal system failé, you lose
readers. It hﬁrts ydur business more than most.

Finally,‘a few notes on the econbmy. éontrary to popular
opinion, we are not in recession. Technically,,we have enjoyed
very modest growth in recent months. .8till, no honest observer

can tell yoﬁ that things are great.‘ They're not. We must take
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steps -- now, not later -- to turn our sluggish economy back into
a booming powerhouse.
I have tried all year to . get action on an ambitious growth
walin oy Retvmbnapd- Hre.
package -- capital gains tax cuts,’/\resedfch and development tax
credit}@ expanded IRAs, comprehensive‘banking reform, ﬁkQ§kd%
international trade liberalization, and so on. But that package,
along with teﬁ other important initiatives, is up against
"politiés as usual" on Cgpitol Hill. |

I believe the American public wants less palk‘and more
action. I agree, and I plan to do éverything in my power to get
the work done as soon as possible.

You can help -- not by shilling for our.agenda, but by
insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough réporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when it comes to the economy,
education, crime and other important issues. Encoufage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want énd need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Bbca.with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it bétter?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most impoftant thing we can do for starters is to~be
wary of using such labels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americans, including the three I've just
'discussed -- schools, crime and jobs --‘is important reéardless
of one's skin color.

Crime is not a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americané of all colors far mbre dramétically than it affects_
affluent Americans.

Education is not a‘minority isSug, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans. | |

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

still, few problemé trouble'Ameficans more than the tense
state race relations. i think we need to move on se&eral fronts.
First, we must renoﬁnce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
prejudice where we can.

[David Duke section]

Second, we must tear down walls that set beople'at odds on
the basis of race. You'll remember that I gdt a lot of heat |
earlier this year for opposing a civil rights bill that wpuld
have forced businesses to adopt quotaé -- not as a strict matter‘

. i ) <
of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quotas because theyrset'white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. They have unleasﬁed
irrational, déépicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that charécteriied the civil rights
movement.

We finally got a civil rights bill that forbids quotas, and
that can punish those who practice workplace discrimination.:
This shows thét we're not just serious about fighting
ldiscrimination, but thét we also want to avoid policies, such as
quotas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'4d ehcourage everyone to reaéh out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotidn can melt éwéy seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitleménts war that quotas inspife. In
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but‘it's worth going
into %ieater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn g o§>its new jobs from small businesses ---companies
~that sawvan opening and went for it.'

High ﬁaxes, onerous mandates and stringent regqulations make

it very difficult for businesses to function. Backward banking

laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get



[+ 4

7
the supportlthey need fd create a busihess. We must make our
economy entrepreneur-friendly again.

" Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security; both for your people and your machinery, and ydu still
get pinched by everyone from the hewspaperébox wrecker to the
person who fries to mess ﬁp multi-million dollar printing
presses.. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishiné
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost lots of mbney. When you have
to hiré people just to educate your workers, you lose money. ¥ou
lose time;l And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Many newspapers contribute directly to'reading_programs in their
cities, and thoée programs can maké a huge difference in the
quality of the workforce you see in the'future} Others lend
reporters and editors to schools as teachers, with the same
effect. And“poor schdols also deprive the economy of future
workers and business leaders - thelpeople who buy ads and keep
your companies profitable.

. Finally, the world continues changing at.a rapid pace. We

- see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with

business coverage, with consumer news and other 'important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in-
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So

while YOu make ends meet, you aléo must innovate. That's a tough
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challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
ever challenge the future throws in your way. |
Again, thanks. 1I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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Thank you,lAshton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you sﬁrvived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getfing more sophisticated and

" demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.

‘ Today's néws reminds me of one of my favorite songs. It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

_same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How.I
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section devoted just to standings'and scores. \\

Seriously, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes talking
about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play
when it comes to doing the nation's business. It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work
done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and épproaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and, of course, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the publié.‘ Citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Céngress just wants to tinker around with little pieces, -
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern sﬁows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence ih Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- better
schools, tougher schools, more orderly schools,.and students who
can graduate with degrees that really mean something.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the oid ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We want to build a
‘system of good schools, not one in which a vast gulf separates
the best and worst. We want poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everyone else. And we want our students
to become the world's best in math, science, English, history and
geography. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars.

You can appreciate this. 1I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers compiain that they can't find young reporters who can
write; or who have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose
readers. It hurts your business more than most.

Finally, é few notes on the economy. Contrary to popular
opinion, we are not in recession. Technically, we have‘enjoyed
very modest growth in recent months. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. They're not. We must take
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steps -- now, not later -- to turn our sluggish economy back inﬁo
- a booming ﬁdwerhouse.

I have tried all yéar to get action on an ambitious growth
package -- capital gains tax cuts, research and development tax
credits, expanded IRAs, comprehensive‘banking reform,
interhational tfade liberalizétion, and so on. ‘But that péckage,
along with ten other important initiatives, is up against
"politics as usual' on Cgpitol Hill.

I believe the American public wants léss talk and more
action. I agree, and I plan to do everything in my power to get
the work done as soon as possible. |

You can help -- not by shilling for ourAagenda, but by
insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when it comes to the economy,
education, crime and other important_issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most important thing we can do for starters is to be
‘wary of using such labels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americans, including the three I've just
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs -- is important regardless
of one's skin color.

Crime is ﬁot a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it affects
affluent-Americans.'

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, few problems trouble Americans more than the tense
state race relations. I think we need to move on several fronts.
First,rwe must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
prejudice where we can.

[David Duke section]

Second, we must tear down walls that set people at odds on
‘the basis of race. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat
earlier this year for opposing a civil rights bill that would
have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the iogical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. They have unleashed
irrational, despicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that characterized the civil rights
movement.

We finally got a civil rights bill that forbids quotas, and
that can punish those who practice workplace discrimination.
This shows that we're not just serious about fighting
discrimination, but that we also want to avoid policies, such as
quotas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
. opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged'backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. 1In
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth éoing
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
 dfawn most of its new jobs from small businesses -- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.

High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses to function. Backward banking

laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
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the support they need to create a business. We must make our
economy entfepreneﬁr-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi;million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing-
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry..
Many newspapers contribute directly to réading programs in their
cities, and those programs can make a huge difference in the
quality of the workforce you see in the future. Others lend
reporters and editors to schools as teachers, with the same
effect. And poor schools also deprive the economy of future
workers ahd business leadersl-- the peﬁple who buy ads and keep
your companies profitable.

Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
' see pewspapersvdoing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So

while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
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chailenge, but it's exciting, foo -- and I know you will meet
ever Challéhge the future throws in your way.
Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I apprecia_te your wafm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament.. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. Ybu also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opeﬁing up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the'air, how everybody learned to care." _

'Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldn't survive a minute by printinglnothing but county fair
stories. But I can say I've just about had it with all the news
about lawyers, bankruptcies, strikes, business seizures, stock
sp%}ts, profit sharing, disease, famine and bitter personal
feu&é. Just once -- just . one time -- I'd like to see a sports
section devoted just to standings and scores. \\
| Seriously, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes talking
about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play
when it comes to doing the nation's business. It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work
done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything frpm Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiativef, the Americans with 5cn=”7
Disabilities Act and, of course, the war in the Gulf. gl?f/
But most of our important business remains undone. I sent

Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the lighf of day. Meanwhile, ériminals
continue to terrorize the public. citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

-anyone really cares aboutvrestoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a-
couple of years to pfomote an Excellence in Eduqation Act. No
parent‘of a school child can argue with our goals -- better
schools, tougher schools, more orderly schools, and students whd
can graduate with degrees that really mean something.»

‘We have proposed an America 2000 Educatiqn strategy that
would toss off thé old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We want to build a
system of good schools, not one in which a vast gulf separates
the best and erst. We want poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everyone else. And we want our students
to become the world's best in math, science, English, history and
geogréphy. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars.

You can appreciate this. I've héard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporﬁers who can
write, or whq have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose
readers. It hurts your business more than most.

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Contrary to popular
opinion, we are not in recession.VATeéhnically, we have enjoyed
very modest growth in fecent months. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. Tﬁey're not. We must take
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steps -- now, not later -- to turn our sluggish economy back into
a booming powerhouse.

I have tried all year to get action on an ambitious growth
package -- capital gains tax cuts, research and development tax
credits, expanded IRAs, comprehensive banking reform,
international trade liberalization, and so on. But that package,
along with ten other important initiatives, is up against
"politics as usual" on Capitol Hill.

I believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. I agree, and I plan to do everything in my power to get
fhe work done as soon as’possiblé.

' You can help -~ not by shilling fo: our agenda, but by
insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn more about
what works and what doesn't when it cbmes to the economy,
education, crime and other important issues. - Encourage them tb
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of‘minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. i
think the most important thing we can do for starters is to be
wary of using such iébels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americans, including the three I've just
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs =-- is important regardless
of one's skin color.

'  Crime is not a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it affects
affluent Americans.

Education-is.not a minority issue, althdugh poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone'wants a good and
fulfilling job.
| still, few‘problemé trouble Americans more than the tense
state race relations. I think we need to move on severai fronts.
First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
prejddicg where we can.

[David Duke section]

Second, we must tear down walls that set pebple at odds on
the basis of rdce. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat
earlier this year for opposing a civil rights biil that would
have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. They have unleashed
irrational, despicable hatreds. And ;hey have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that characterized the civil rights
movement. |

We finally got a civil rights bill that forbids quotas, and
that can punish those who practice workplace discrimination.
This shows that we're not just serious about fighting
discrimination, but that we aiso want to avoid policies, such as
quotas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out‘énd give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kiﬁd of sensible hiring and
promotiﬁn can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kindAof entitlements war that quotas inspire. In
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn mbst of its new,jobs from small businesses -- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.

- High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses to function. “Backward banking

laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
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the support they need to create a business. We must make our
economy entrepreneur-friendly again. .

Businesses alsq face vast hidden taxes. Crime costé lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for yoﬁr people and your machihéry, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-bbx wrecker to the
person who tfies to mess up multi-millién dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Many newspapers contribute directly to reading progréms in their
cities, and those programs can make a huge difference in the
quality of the workforce you see in the future. Others lend
reporters and editors-to schools as teachers, with the same
effect. And poor schools also deprive the economy of future
workers and business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep
your companies profitable.

‘Finally, the world continues chanéing at a rapid pace. We

see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with

business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So

while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
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challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet b//

. I‘

everychallenge the future throws in your way. _ 5°“;§/
. {5’7

Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

I I
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N
Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived ,
/
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did

.
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. 1It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I

!

'
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."

'Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that youn
couldn't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair
'stories. But I can say I've just about had it with all the news
about lawyers, bankruptcies, strikes, business seizures, stock
splits, profit sharing, disease, famine and bitter personal
feuds. Just once -- just one time -- I'd like to see a sports
section devoted just to standings andlscores. \\

Seriously, I'd like to spend a céuple bf minutes talking
about our.domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play
when it comes to doing the nation's bdsiness; It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work
~done.

For nearly three years my Adminisﬁration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and, of course, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen. the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. Citizens become increasingly-
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- better
schools, tougher schools, more orderly schools, and students who
can graduate with degrees that really mean something.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We want to build a
system of good schools, not one in which a vast gulf separates
the best and worst. We want poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everyone else. And we want our students
to become the world's best in math, science, English, history and
geography. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars.

You can appreciate this. I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose
readers. It hurts your business more than most. T o A Ctigﬁg

whale
Finally, a few notes on the economy.
V‘ AL teal L /‘,(»:u A4 A feostce, e
opinion, we are not in recession. <%§éz /a{;ﬁ/ we have enjoyed
N
very modest growth in recent months. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. They're not. We must take
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steps -- now, not later -- to turn our sluggish economy back into
- a booming powerhouse.

I have tried all year to get action on an ambitious,growth
package -- capital gains tax cuts, research and development tax
credits, expanded IRAs, comprehensive banking reform,
internatiohal trade 1iberalizati§n, and so on. _But that package,
along with ten other important initiatives, is ﬁp against
"politics as usual" on Capitol Hill.

I believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. I agree, and I plan to do everything in my power to get
the work done as soon as possible.

You can help -- not by shilling for our agenda, but by
insisting on tﬁe best, most informed, most thorough reporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn -more about
what works and ﬁhat doesn't when it comes to the economy,
education, crime and other importaﬁt issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help giﬁe them what they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

~And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.
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Questions:
1) Press coverage of minsrity issues: How san we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most impdrtant;thing we can do for starters is to be
wary of using such labels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americans, including the three I've just
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs -- is important regardless
of one's skin color. |

Crime is not a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it affects
affluent Amerigans. |

‘Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job. |
| Still, few problems trouble Americans more than the tense
state race relations. I think we need to move on several fronts.
First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
prejudice where we can.

[David Duke section]

- Second, we must tear down walls that set people at odds on
the basis of race. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat
earlier this year for opposing a civil rights bill that would
have forced businesses ts adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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- I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. They have unleashed
irrational, despicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that characterized the civil rights
movement. |

We finally got a civil rights bill that forbids quotas, and
that can‘punish those who practice workplace discrimination.
This shows that we'ré not just serious about fighting
discrimination, but that we also waﬁt to avoid policies, such as
quotas, that can ihcite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
- opportunities to people who have gréat talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspiré. In
the end, the best minority coverage anélpolicy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
 into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
~drawn most of its new jobs from sqall businesses —- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.

High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent rggulations make
it very difficult for businesses to function. Backward banking

laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
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the support they need to create a business. We must make our
economy entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the newspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to craqk down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficisncies cost lots of money. When yoﬁ have

to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You

lose time. And You lose part of the edge vital to your industry.

' Many newspapers contribute directly to reading programs in their

cities, and those programs can make a huge difference in the
quality of the workfofce you see in the future. Others lend
reporters and editors to schools as teachers, with the same
effect. And poor schools also deprive the economy of future
workers and business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep
your dompanies profitable.

Finally, the world continues changing at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore -- not in
politics, nét in manufacturing, and not in the news business. So

while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
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challenge, buﬁ it's exciting, too -- and I know you wili meet
ever challenge the future throws in your way.
Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TELECONFERENCE WITH SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
OEOB STUDIO
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991
11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard someone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. 1It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."
‘Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
éouldn't survive a minute by ﬁrinting nothing but county fair
stories. But I can say I've just about had it with all the news

ot

~about lawyers, bankruptcies, stfikes, business seizures, stock

M

tirifﬁA ;gligii_gzggig_gggzizgi disease, famine and bitter personal
feuds. Just once -- just one time -- I'd like to see a sports
section devoted just to standings and scores. \\

Seriously, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes talking
about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play
when it comes to doing the nation's business.' It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work
done.

For.nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the'bargain. We have offered up a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything:from Clean Air to crimé on

the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the

~

- Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with

L .
K4 But most of our important business remains undone. I sent

”

w9l .
}ouU\ Disabilities Act and, of course, the war in the Gulf.
|

Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. cCitizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system.- And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress juét wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in educationf We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- better
schools, tougher schools, more orderly schools, and students who
can graduate with degrees that really mean something.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We want to build a
system of good schools, not one in which a vast qulf separates
the best and worst. We want poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everyone else. And we want ‘our students
to become the world's best in math, science, English, history and
geoéraphy. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars.

You can appreciate this. 1I've heard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you losé
readers. It hurts your business more than most.

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Contrary to popular
opinion, we are not in recession. Technically, we have enjoyed
very modest growth in recent months. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. They're not. We must take



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you ésked it. I
think the most important thing we can do for starters is to be
wary of using such labels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americané, including the three I've just
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs =-- is important regardless
of one's skin color.

Crime is not a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americans of all colors far more dramaﬁically than it affects
affluent Americans.

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, few problems trouble Americans more than Ehe/Z;;;;

__*E;——state race relations. I think we need to move on several fronts.
First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
prejudice where we can.

[David Duke section]

Second, we must tear down walls that set people at odds on
the basis of race. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat
earlier this year for opposing a civil rights bill that would
have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.



I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. They have unleashed
irrational, despicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that charaéterized the civil. rights

movement.
e _finally got a civil rights Bill that £ -'=; quotas, and
thatsh those w oractice workplace discrimination.
This—shews—thfy we're ' ious abou ghting
2

discrimination, avoid| policies, such as

quotas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible‘hiring and
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. 1In
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlief, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn most of its new jobs from sméll businesses -- companies
that saw an opening and went for it. |

High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very éifficult for businesses to function. Backward banking

laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
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challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
"{- ever] challenge the future throws in your way.
'Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your' warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #
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Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesterday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have begun holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under
extraordinary constraints. I once heard éomeone describe the
newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that
ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation 5efore opening up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. It's by
Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice
verse goes:

"I came home this evening. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I



2
want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned the air, how everybody learned to care."

‘Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you
couldn't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair
stories. But I can say I've just about had it with all the news
about lawyers, bankruptcies, stfikes, business seizures, stock
splits, profit sharing, disease, famine‘and bitter personal
feuds. Just once -- just one time -- I'd like-to see a sports
section devoted just to standings and scores. \\

Seriously, I'd like to spend a douple'of minutes talking
about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play
when it comes to doing the nation's business. It takes a White
House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work
done.

For nearly three years my Administration has tried to hold
up its end of the bargain. We have offered up - a host of new
programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with

Disabilities Act and, é?course, the war in the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent

Congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the public. .Citizens become increasingly
cynical about our legal system. And bolice lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to the streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals,
| fﬂ:orfj ANy

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of years to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a-school child can argue with'our goals -- better
schools, tougher schools, mofe orderly schools, and students who
can graduate with degrees that really mean something.

We have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We want to build a
system of good schools, not one in which a vast gulf separates
the best and worst. We want poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everyone else. And we want our students
to become the world's best in matﬁ, séience, English, history and
geography. Schools must stop babysitting our students and start
challenging them to reach for the stars.

You can appreciate this. I've héard newspaper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowledge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose
readers. It hurts your business more than most.

Finaily, a few notes on the economy. Contrary to popular
Aopinion, we are not in recession. Technically, we have enjoyed .
very médest growth in recent months. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. They're not.

We Ired gmekn inhiadives on . M| %‘bﬂjﬂéﬁ"f
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steps——=—now; Tot later—-=-_to-turn our sluggish economy back-into
a-beoming—powerhouse.

I-have tried all year to-get action-on-an-ambitious—growth—
-package—~- capital gains tax cuts, research and development tax
credits, expanded IRAs, comprehensive banking reform, rt;rzs F»DhJW<:5
' _— T Vst en

international trade liberalization, and so on. But-“that—package, CZ¥D
‘ ainst 1#I‘L

I believe the American public wants less talk and more

action.

one ible.

You can he1§ -- not by éhilling for our agenda, but by
insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn more about
‘what works and what doesn't when it comes to the econonmy,
eduéation, crime and other important issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give them what they want and need.

Again, thank you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions:
1) Press coverage of minority issues: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific question, and I'm glad you asked it. I
think the most important thing we can do for starters is to be
wary of using such labels as "minority issues." After all, every
issue of importance to Americans, including the three I've just
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs -- is important regardless
of one's skin color. ‘

Crime is not a minority issue, although it affects poor
Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it affects
affluent Americans. |

Education is not a minority issue, although poor schools.
more often hurt poor Americans than they hurt more affluent
Americans.

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job. '

Still, few problems trouble Americans more than the tense
state race relations. I think we need to move on several fronts.
First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
prejudice where we can.

[David Duke section]

Second, we must tear down wal;s that set people at odds on
the basis of race. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat
earlier this yeér for opposing a civil rights bill that would
have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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I oppose quotas because they set white workers and black
workers at odds for no good reason. IThey have unleashed
irrational, despicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spirit of brotherhood that characterized the civil rigﬁts
movenment.

We finally got a civil rights bill that forbids quotas, and
that can punish those who practice workplace discrimination.

This shows that we're not just serious about fighting
discrimination, but that we also want to avoid policies, such as
éuotas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come \C§\
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and Q@ﬂ
promotion can melt away seeming barriers between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. In
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would bé one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn most of its new jobs from small busineéses -- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.

"High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses to function. Backward banklng

laws sometlmes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
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the support they need to create a business. We must make our
economy entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probably spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyone from the hewspaper-box wrecker to the
person who tries to mess up multi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency. |

Educational deficiencies cost lots of'money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vital to your industry.
Many newspapers contribute directly to reading programs in their
cities, and those programs can make a huge difference in the
qﬁality of the workforce you see in the future. Others lend
reporters and editors to schools as teachers, with the same
effect. And poor schools also deprive the econonmy of future
workers and business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep
your companies profitable.

‘Finally, the world continues changing at avrapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The old ways just don't cut it anymore =-- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and nof in the news business. So

while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough
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challenge, but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
evenjchallenge the future throws in your way.
Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #



Snow/Nix

SNPA

Draft One
November 14, 1991

V15 P8 08

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TELECONFERENCE WITH SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
OEOB STUDIO
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991
11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Ashton [Phelps]. I'm glad to see you survived
yesﬁerday's tennis tournament. I have just one question: Did
your racquet survive, too?

I know it may sound like a bit of a cliche, but this really
is an exciting and challenging time for all of you in the
newspaper business. You face competition from a growing variety
of news media. Advertisers have beguﬁ holding on to their
advertising dollars. Readers are getting more sophisticated and
demanding every day. And in<the end, you must provide the living
history that people find essential. You also have to do it under

extraordinary constraints. I once heard someoneé describe the

newspaper industry as the only multi-billion dollar industry that

ultimately had to depend on 12-year-old kids with bicycles.

It may even have reached the point where some of you feel a
certain trepidation before opening.up your own newspapers.
Today's news reminds me of one of my favorite songs. 1It's by

Anne Murray, and it's called "A Little Good News." One nice

.verse goes:

"I came home this evéning. I bet that the news will be the

same. Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane. How I
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want to hear the anchorman talk about a county fair, how we
cleaned tﬁe éir, how everybody learped to care."
‘Now, I think that's a great idea, but I also know that you'

couldn't survive a minute by printing nothing but county fair

- stories. But I can say I've just about had it with all the news

about lawyers, bankruptcies, strikes, business seizures, stock
splits, profit sharing, disease, famiﬁe and bitter personal
feuds. Just once -- jusﬁ one time -- I'd like to see a sports
section devoted just to standings and scores. \\

Seriously, I'd like to spend a couple of minutes talking
about our domestic agenda. As you know, it takes two to play

when it comes to doing the nation's business. It takes a White

'~ House with a program and a Congress determined to get the work

done.

For nearly three yeafs my Administfation has tried to hold

> up its end of the bargain. We have offered up a host of new

programs and approaches, in everything from Clean Air to crime on
the streets. We've had a few stirring victories, such as the
Clean Air Act, our child care initiatives, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and, of course, the war in'the Gulf.

But most of our important business remains undone. I sent
congress a comprehensive crime package nearly three years ago,
and it still hasn't seen the light of day. Meanwhile, criminals
continue to terrorize the‘public. Citizens become increasinglfv
cynical about our legal system. And police lose faith that

anyone really cares about restoring peace to fhe streets.
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My Administration has a plan. The American people support
it. And Congress just wants to tinker around with little pieces,
rather than daring to fight right back at the criminals.

The same pattern shows up in education. We have tried for a
couple of yeérs to promote an Excellence in Education Act. No
parent of a school child can argue with our goals -- bettér
schools, tougher schools, more orderly schools, and students who
can graduate with degrees that really mean something.

We‘have proposed an America 2000 Education strategy that
would toss off the old ideas that hamper education today and
would restore competition to the schools. We want to build a
system of good schools, not one in which a vast gulf'sepérates
the best and worst. We want poor kids to have access to the same
quality of education as everjone else. And we want -our students
to become the world's best in math, science, Engiish, history and
geography. Schools must stop babysitting’our étudents and start _
challenging them to reach for the stars. |

You can appreciate this. I've heard newspéper editors and
publishers complain that they can't find young reporters who can
write, or who have enough basic knowiedge to put stories in
proper perspective. When our educational system fails, you lose
readers. It hurts your business more ‘than most. |

Finally, a few notes on the economy. Contréry to popular
opinion, we are not in recessipn. - Technically, we have enjoyed
very modest growth in recent,mqnthé. Still, no honest observer

can tell you that things are great. They're not. We must take



» |
steps -- now, not later -- to turn our sluggish economy back into
a booming powerhouse. |

- I have tried all year to get action on an ambitious growth
package -- capital gains tax cﬁts, research and development tax
credits, ekpanded IRAs, comprehensive banking reform,
international trade 1ibera1izétioﬁ, and so on. But that package,
along with ten other important initiatives, is up against
"politics as usual" on Capitol Hill.

I believe the American public wants less talk and more
action. I agree, and I plan to do evérything in my power to get
"the work done as soon as poséible.

Yoﬁ can help -- not by shilling for our agenda, but by
insisting on the best, most informed, most thorough reporting
possible. Urge your editors and reporters to learn ‘more about
what works and what doesn't when it comes to the economy,
-education, crime and other important issues. Encourage them to
ask tough questions and get good answers. The American people
want truth, and you can help give tﬁéﬁ what they want and need.

- Again, thénk you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in Boca with you.

And now, I'd be happy to take a couple of questions.



Questions: |
1) Press coverage of minority issﬁes: How can we do it better?

That's a terrific questibn, and I'm glad_ydu asked it. I
think the most important thing we canldo for starters is to be
" wary of using such labels as "minofity issues." After all, every
issue oflimportance to Americans, including the three I've jusﬁ
discussed -- schools, crime and jobs -- is important regardless
of one's skin color.

Crime is not a minority issue, although it éffects-poor
Americans of all colors far more dramatically than it affects
affluent Americans.

Educafion is not a minority issué, although poor schools
more often hurt poor Americahs than tﬁey hurt more affluent
Americans. |

Jobs is not a minority issue: Everyone wants a good and
fulfilling job.

Still, few problems trouble Americans more than ﬁhe tense
state race relations. I think we need to move on several fronts.

First, we must renounce bigotry wherever we see it and punish
‘prejudice where we can.

[David Duke section]

Second, we must tear down walls that set people at odds on
the basis of race. You'll remember that I got a lot of heat
earlier this year for opposing a civil rightsAbill that would
have forced businesses to adopt quotas -- not as a strict matter

of law, but as the logical outcome of the law.
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- I oppose quotas because they set white workers and-black
workers at .odds for no good reason. They have unleashed
irrationél, despicable hatreds. And they have destroyed the
spifit of‘brothérhood that characterized the civil rights
movenent. | |

We finally got a civil rights bill that forbids quotas, and
that can punish those who practicé wdrkplace discrimination.
This shows that we're not just serious about fighting
discrimination, but that Qe also want to avoid policies, such as
'quofas, that can incite unnecessary friction.

Finally, I'd encourage everyone to reach out and give
opportunities to people who have great talents, but do not come
from privileged backgrounds. This kind of sensible hiring and
promotion can'melﬁ away seeming barriérs between races, without
setting up the kind of entitlements war that quotas inspire. 1In
the end, the best minority coverage and policy would be one that

didn't have use for such labels as "minority" at all.

2) The economy: I touched on this earlier, but it's worth going
into greater detail. The American economy in recent decades has
drawn most of its new jobs from small businesses -- companies
that saw an opening and went for it.

High taxes, onerous mandates and stringent regulations make
it very difficult for businesses to function. Backwafd banking

laws sometimes make it impossible for entrepreneurs even to get
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the support they need to create a business. We must make our
economy entrepreneur-friendly again.

Businesses also face vast hidden taxes. Crime costs lots of
money. Most of you probayly spend huge amounts of money on
security, both for your people and your machinery, and you still
get pinched by everyoné from the newspaper-box wfecker to the
person who tries to mess up mulfi-million dollar printing
presses. We have to crack down on crime, both by punishing
criminals and by encouraging decency.

Educational deficiencies cost lots of money. When you have
to hire people just to educate your workers, you lose money. You
lose time. And you lose part of the edge vifal to your industry.
Many newspapers contribute directly to reading programs in their
. cities, and those programé can make a huge difference in the
quality of the workforce you see in tbe future. Others lend
reporters and editors to schools as teachers, with the same
effect. And poor schools also,deprivévthe economy of future
workers ahd business leaders -- the people who buy ads and keep
your companies profitable. |

Finally, the world continues changiﬁg at a rapid pace. We
see newspapers doing new things_all the time with graphics, with
business coverage, with consumer news and other important kinds
of information. The ola ways just doﬁ't cut it anymore-—- not in
politics, not in manufacturing, and n&t in the news business. So

while you make ends meet, you also must innovate. That's a tough



8
challenge;.but it's exciting, too -- and I know you will meet
ever challenge the future throws in your way.
Again, thanks. I've got to go, but I appreciate your warm
reception. May God bless you and the United States of America.

# # # #



In Greenville, North Carolina the Daily Reflector has demonstrated
a commitment to education. As publisher, Jordan Whichard lead
community efforts in bringing a nationally recognized literacy
program -- the National Literacy Volunteers of America -- to Pitt
County. Jordan's pred%?éor, his father Dave, was instrumental in
starting the SNPA's Literacy Program.



