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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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October 15,'1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST

TONY SNOW 3

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT 7%7
SUBJECT: VANPAC AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
I. SUMMARY

II.

On Wednesday, October 16, at 11:45 a.m. in the Rose
Garden, you will make remarks and present awards to the
investigators and prosecutors (called VANPAC) who solved the
mail bombing murder of Alabama Federal Judge Robert Vance.
In addition to the VANPAC team members, the audience will be
150 local prosecutors brought to Washington by the Justice
Department to lobby the House of Representatives for the
crime bill.

DISCUSSION

The remarks (9 minutes, on cards) pay tribute to those
who put Vance's killer behind bars and calls on those
present to urge Congress to pass the crime bill.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
THE ROSE GARDEN
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome} everyone, to the White House ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barf.

It's an honor to have with us today the true experts on
crime and justice in this country: our state and local law
enforceﬁent officials. Each of you is here today because you
have made a solemn pledge -- and have made great personal
sacrifices -~ to protect and defend society against the threat of
violent crime and drugs. Every Americaﬁ agrees that we have a
crime problem in this country. and every American deserves a
tough crime bill that strengthens our criminal justice system.

Let me share a story with you. Two years ago, a series of
gruesome crimes shocked America. The terror began one peaceful
morning when, along with the rest of the day's mail, a parcel
arrived at the home of Federal Appeals Court Judge Robert Vance
in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

When Judge Vance sat down to open the package, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance was killed, and
his wife was severely injured.

The nightmére didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robinson, a prominent official of the N.A.A.C.P., returned
to‘his law office in.Savannah, Georgia, affer spending the day in
court. Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his

office. The pipe bomb inside exploded, and Robert Robinson died
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too -- a senseless and violent tragedy brought about by an
anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages dontaining bombs also arrived at a
federal courthouse in Atlanta and an N.A.A.C.P. office in
Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before more
innocent persons were murdered ... in fact, one investigator said
it was nothing short of a miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters followed, targetlng federal
judges, promlnent blacks, and civil rights leaders.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by Department
of Justice officials, including at the F.B.I. and the U.S.
Marshals Service, but other agencies joined in: the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the Postal Inspection Service; and
the Internal Revenue Service.

Because of the hard work of the Task Force, they soon zeréed
in on a suspéct -- got an indictment -- and a conviction in the
bombings and related crimes -- and brought a sentence of seven
life'tefms without parole and 400 years imprisonment. The VANPAC
case was a great success in the annals of law enforcement and a
very important achievement in defense of civil rights.

My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who

led the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh, the

chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal

District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief
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investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the murders
of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning: they
were part of one man's terrorist war against our courts, our rule
of law, our civil rights, and upon our very system of government.

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our people. //

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to‘violent crime in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the moment of the first bombing.

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on this and many other cases --
time anq again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their
power to support our law enforcement officials on the front
lines. This means sufficient resources -- particularly for
prisons -- tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice
systemﬂ It means being on the cutting edge of law enforcement -
- creating a 21st century law enforcement system to deal with

21st century criminals. Most importantly, it means holding the
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rights of victims higher than the rights of criminals. Our crime
bill -- and only our crime bill -- supports our men and women on
the front lines. |

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal law, no death penalty exists for
the mail-bombing murder of innocent Americans. We've proposed
it. We've also proposed a death penalty for murdering federal
judges and for killing someone in the course of a civil rights
crime. Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepared
to pay with their lives. We need a workable federal death
penalty -- and we need it now.

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathéred in good faith from
beiﬁg thrown out on a technicality that opens the cell door and
lets bad people walk scot free.

Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-la& enforcement proposals the House Democrats call a crime
bill. This week, the House votes on a bill that marks a retreat
from current law. It's time we tipped the scales of justice back
- foward the side of dedicated men and women like you.

I‘need your help in turning the House crime bill around.

Your presence here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
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== that the American people will not accept a crime bill that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. //

The time has come. After over a thousand days of foot-
dragging, the House is finally considering the crime bill. If
you agree with what I've said here, act today. Let your
Representatives know that the House Democrats' bill, as it stands
now, is simply unacceptable. Tell them to support the Gekas
death penalty amendment. Tell them to vote for the Hyde habeas
corpus reforms and the Sensenbrenner amendment on the
exclusionary rule. And finally, tell we need the McCollum equal
justice act, so that we can have a death penalty that works.

Tell them our police, prosecutors and people stand behind
these key provisions -~ they stand behind a strong crime bill.

Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives
should stand for -~ when the final vote is taken this week.

Aga}n, my congratulations and thanks to the VANPAC team for
a job wéll done. As our men and women on the front lines, you
have shown what we can achieve when we stand united against
criminals. We are lucky to have men and women like you defending
us on the streets -- now we just need your powerful message to
reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank ydu.

# # #
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN AWARD CEREMONY HONORING THE VANPAC TASK FORCE

The Rose Garden

11:45 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Everyone, welcome to the Rose Garden --
devoid of roses, but -- (laughter.) We are very pleased to see all
of you here. A special hello, of course, to the man standing at my
left, a man so well-known.to those interested in law enforcement,
Bill Barr. We're honored to have Bill Sessions with us, the FBI
Director; Steve Higgins, the Director of ATF; Mike Moore, Director of
the Marshals Service. And I want to welcome Judge Tjoflat, who came
all the way from Alabama -- where is the Judge? I might get him to
just stand since we're going to be talking about Alabama here in a
minute. Welcome, sir. (Applause.)

It is an honor to have with us today the true experts on
crime and justice in this country: our state and local law
enforcement officials. Each of you is here today because you've made
a solemn pledge, and have made great personal sacrifices, to protect
and defend society against the threat of violent crime and drugs.
Every American agrees that we have a crime problem in this country;
that is the understatement of the year. And every American deserves
a tough crime bill that strengthens our criminal justice system.

Let me just share a story with you. Most of you know
it. Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America. The
terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest of the
day's mail, a parcel arrived at the home of Federal Appeals Court
Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

And when Judgé Vance sat down to open the package, a
pipe bomb inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance was
killed, and his wife severely injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later,
Alderman Robert Robinson, a prominent official of the NAACP, returned
to his law office in Savannah after spending the day in court. Along
with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. The pipe
bomb inside exploded, and Robert Robinson died, too -- a senseless
and violent tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

‘That same day, packages containing bombs also arrived at
a federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in Jacksonville.
Thank God those bombs were found before more innocent persons were
murdered. In fact, one investigator, a real pro, said it was nothing

‘short of a miracle. A torrent of threatening letters followed, -

targeting federal judges, prominent blacks, civil rights leaders.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a
massive investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC,
named after its first victim, Judge Vance. And VANPAC was directed
by Department of Justice officials, including at the F.B.I. and the
U.S. Marshals Service. But other agencies all pitched in: ATF, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the Postal Inspection
Service; the Internal Revenue Service.

"MORE



Because of the hard work of the task force, they soon
zeroed in on a suspect -- got an indictment and a conviction in the
bombings and related crimes, and brought a sentence of seven life
terms without parole and 400 years of imprisonment. The VANPAC case
was a great success in the annals of law enforcement and a very
important achievement in defense of civil rights.

My congratulations to the two selfless public servants
who led the task force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh, the
chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney, now a Federal District
Judge in Manhattan; and Larry Potts, the chief investigator and a
Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To both of them and their
VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of gratitude for a job so well done.

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
They were part of one man's terrorist war against our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon our very system of
government. We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No
American should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one
will be allowed to terrorize our people.

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all
types. The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to violent crime in this
country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the criminal
justice system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action from the
moment of that very first bombing.

And yet, when it comes to removing those obstacles
before prosecutors and investigators =-- on this and many other cases
--time and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in
their power to support our law enforcement officials on the front
lines. This means sufficient resources =-- particularly for prisons
-- tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice system. It
means being on the cutting edge of law enforcement -- creating a 21st
century law enforcement system to deal with 21st century criminals.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher than
the rights of criminals. Our crime bill -- and only the crime bill
that we have up on the Hill =-- supports our men and women on the
front line.

I'1l diverse a minute to mention yesterday's lovely
ceremony at the new memorial in honor of the fallen law enforcement
officers. I'm sure some of you were there. But I can tell you on a
very personal basis that Barbara and I were deeply moved at that
memorial, at the service itself, particularly when we met the two
surviving young children of a fallen officer. And I wish every
single American involved in this concept of legislation to do
something about crime could have been there at that moving memorial.
I believe it would have a made a tremendous difference. We must
_ support those who are on the front lines of law enforcement.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal law, no-death penalty exists for the
' mall—bomblng murder of innocent Americans. We've proposed it. And
we've also proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and
for killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepared to pay with
their lives. And we need a workable federal death penalty, and we
need it now.

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who use
serious weapons face serious charges and do serious time. And we
need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith . from being

MORE
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thrown out on a technicality that then opens the cell door and lets
bad people just walk out of there scot-free.

- Each of you knows the difference between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight and the anti-law
enforcement proposals that some of the House Democrats call a crime
bill. They call what they've got a crime bill, and it goes Jjust the
wrong way in many categories. This week, the House votes on a bill

that marks a retreat from current:-law =-- a retreat. And it's time we
tipped the scales of justice back toward the side of dedicated men
and women involved in law enforcement in one way or another -- people

like yourselves.

So I need your help in turning the House crime bill
around. Your presence here today sends a powerful warning to the
Congress that the American people will not accept a crime bill that
is tougher on law enforcement than it is on criminals.

And the time really has come. After two years of foot-
dragging, the House is finally considering the crime bill. And if
you agree with what I've said, please act today. Let your
representatives know that that House bill, the House Democrats' bill,
as it stands now, is simply unacceptable. Tell them to support the
Gekas death penalty amendment. Tell them to vote for the Hyde habeas
corpus reform and the Sensenbrenner amendment on the exclusionary
rule that I've mentioned. And finally, tell them we need the
McCollum equal justice act so that we can have a death penalty that
works.

And tell them our police, prosecutors and people stand
behind these key provisions -- they stand behind a strong crime bill.
I really believe that this issue transcends party politics. It gets
right to the heart of what the American people want. And I think
it's about time that we in the White House, working with the
Congress, delivered. Tell them also that it's time for a criminal
justice system that allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty
punished, the law upheld, and justice done. And that's what I
believe our crime bill stands for, and that's what we stand for, and
that's what I'd like to see these representatives stand for when the
final vote is taken this week.

And again, my sincere congratulations. My thanks to the.
VANPAC team for this inspirational work, a job so well done. As our

men and women on the front lines, you have shown what we can achieve

when we stand united against criminals. And we're lucky to have men -
and women like you defending us on the streets. And now we just need
your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

And speaking of messages, I have another message now
that I want to reach the halls of Congress; and, indeed, I will see
that it does reach the United States Senate very, very soon. It's an
important message about a man that I respect enormously. And today I
am announcing my choice for the Attorney General to lead our
Department of Justice. And I have chosen an individual who is a
thorough professional, a defender of individual rights, and a person
absolutely committed to this fight against crime. 2And he's also been

~tested by fire, working with several.of you as evidenced in the
- recent events at the Talladega prison. - And I was proud of him then,

and I am proud today to send Bill Barr's name to the Senate as the
next Attorney General of the United States. (Applause.)

ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL BARR: Thank you. Thank you,
Mr. President. It's been a privilege to serve you these past three
years at the Department of Justice, and I'm honored that you have
selected me to serve in the position of Attorney General.

What makes it a particular honor is the opportunity to
serve a President who is such a strong supporter of law enforcement.

MORE
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(Applause.) And it's also a great honor to be nominated to succeed a
great Attorney General 1like Dick Thornburgh. (Applause.) Now, as
this ceremony clearly shows today, we have thousands of dedicated men
and women at the Department of Justice who .do an exceptional job, day
in and day out, upholding the law, enforcing the law in an evenhanded
way and with integrity. And I'm proud to be associated with each and
every one of them, and i1f confirmed, proud to lead then.

Thanks again, Mr. President. (Applause.)

I'd like to ask Bob Mueller, the Assistant Attorney
General for the Criminal Division, to come forward and assist in the
presentation of the awards.

(The awards are presented.)

END 12:03 P.M. EDT
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
. THE ROSE GARDEN

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER ‘16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome, everyone, to the White ﬁouse ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr.
(other acknowledgements]

Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
judge,'but_when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
deafh, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robinson, an official of the N.A.A.C.P., returned to his
law office in Savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.
Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
opened it, and the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.
Robert Robinson died a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages containing bomb; also arrived at-a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in



2
Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more innocent persons were murderedA... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing short of a.miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters followed, vowing to spread
death and destruction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movement.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials
at the Department of Justice and the F.B.I., but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshals Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional iaw and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suSpect named Walter
Leroy Moody, Jr. Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Moody was convicted of the bombings and related crimes --and
sentenced tp_seven life terms 'and 400 years imprisonment.

The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals of law enforcement. It also will be remembered as one of
our most monumental achievements in defense of civil rights in
this century. And most importéﬁﬁi?jﬂits successful conclusion

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guided the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,
the chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal

k"District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief
investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

‘Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war agaiﬁst our courts, our
Fule of law, our civil rights, and upon .our very system of

Z:governmentﬁ\‘__

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our pedple. //

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
Thé’VXﬁﬁXE_IH;gggiagfion is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift,-professional response to violent crime in
+his country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice_system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the mbmenf_éf*tﬁe first bombing. “

‘YeL_whenwit~comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutorsTand investigators ~- on this and many other cases --

time-and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their

~power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice system.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. oOur crime bill -- and only our
crime bill --—supports our men and-women on the front lines.
The . VANPAC -case illustrates well where federal law is

lacking: ~Undér current federal law, no death penalty exists for

~

mail bombing innocent Amexrieans. We've proposed it. We've also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for.

killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.

. Perpetrators of these heiﬂgﬁs crimes should be prepared to pay

with their lives. We need a workable federal death penalty --
and we need it now. '
We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of

habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that_criminals who

use i eapons—SadeTre oM e Fos—==—apd do serious time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from

becoming a technicality-that throws open the—cell door and lets

- bad people watk scot frez+—

Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the House will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. It's ﬁime we tipped the scales of

Justice back -- toward the side of dedicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in turning the House crime bill around.
Your presence.here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
-- that the American.people will not accept a crime bill that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. // #4°Y/ out?'

The time has come. After three years of foot- dragglng, l'oo() da\’_
cOngress is finally considering the crime bill. But I need you
to let your representatives know which crime bill we support.
Tell them our police, our prosecutors and our people stand behind
only one bill -- and that one is the Administration's crime bill.

Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, tke guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our'Representatives
should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.

Again, my congratulations and thanks for a job well done-in
bringing Walter Moody to justice. You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us oﬁuthe gPreets == now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank you.

###
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy to
this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Comments from Cabinet Affairs are attached.
Thanks,

Ee
Elizabeth Luttig PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome, everyone, to the White House ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr.
(other acknowledgements]

Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
death, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman

fomnent  uonar)
Robert Robinson, aﬂ(pfficial of the N.A.A.C.P., returned to his
law office in Savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.
Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
opened it, and the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.
Robert Robinson died a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages containing bombé also arrived at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more innocent persons were murdered ... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing short of a miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters followed, vowing to spread
death and destruction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movement.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials
at the Department of Justice and the F.B.I., but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshals Service and the

Internal Revenue Service.

Quered Sod the Cant Would naver ke Soved , bu'Q‘*‘“)
ﬁ:gp&te_ﬂ_eptics and naysayersA‘th Task Force Members
- ese (Juakar ) Jugrad)
forged ahead ... fighting against this{brutal atta nd

defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suspect named Walter
Leroy Moody, Jr. Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Moody was convicted of the bopbings and related crimes --and
L wiied ponle N *

sentenced to seven life terms¥and 400 years ilmprisonment.

The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals of law enforcement. It also will be remembered as one of
our most monumental achievements in defense of civil rights in

this century. And most importantly, its successful conclusion

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.

X Unfichunasely, ha fﬁz:k » P e Cpproprice Smieney ,
NOk avalobly wndin phdenal for his e, (Juouu) )
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who

guided the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,

the chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal

District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief

investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war agaiﬁst our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon our very system of
government.

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our people. //

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to violent crime in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the moment of the first bombing.

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on this and many other cases --
time and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their

{Mr(r' o ) .. .
power to support our ,e %orcement officials on the front lines.



&
This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice system.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. Our crime bill -- and only our
crime bill -- supports our men and women on the front lines.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal law, no death penalty exists for
mail bombing innocent Americans. We've proposed it. We've also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for
killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepared to pay
with their lives. We need a workable federal death penalty --
and we need it now.

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.

We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from

b§22Q§:§§§NEZEﬁﬁf§§T?Zy that &hrewd o eﬁiﬁhe cell door and lets
‘ggé ?2%“31? ATl Moot Troas w&b risve Luotic
Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the House will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. It's time we tipped the scales of

justice back -- toward the side of dedicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in turning the House crime bill around.
Your presence.here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
-- that the American people will not accept a crime bill that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. //

The time has come. After three years of foot-dragging,
Congress is finally considering the crime bill. But I need you
to let your representatives know which crime bill we support.
Tell them our police, our prosecutors and our people stand behind
only one bill -- and that one is the Administration's crime bill.

Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime pill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives
should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.

Again, my congratulations and thanks for a job well done in
bringing Walter Moody to justice. You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us on the streets -- now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank you.

L
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 10/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _TODAY, 10/15/91 6:00pm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
SUBJEGT. THE ROSE GARDEN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
ACTION  FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER O ]
SUNUNU ] ] MCCLURE V ]
SCOWCROFT [ [J PETERSMEYER O O
DAl O PORTER v O
BRADY O V ROGICH VD
BROMLEY O O SMITH v O
CARD - E{ MCBRIDE 0o
DEMAREST O SNOW - @/ |
FITZWATER ] [{ O ]
GRAY f{[:} ] O
HOLIDAY MD O O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy to
this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: [, O otnime Ao

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome, everyone, to the White ﬁouse ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr.
[other aéknowledgements]

Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
deafh, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robinson, an official of the N.A.A.C.P., returned to his
law office in Savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.
Aléng with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
opened it, and the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.
Robert Robinson died a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages containing bomb; also arriQed at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more innocent persons were murdered'... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing short of a.miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters followed, vowing to spread
death and destruction across the nation. The lettefs targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movement.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials
at the Department of Justice and the F.B.I., but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshals Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroced in on a suspect named Walter
Leroy Moody, Jr. -Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Moody was convicted of the bombings and related crimes --and
sentenced to seven life terms and 400 years imprisonment.

The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals of law enforcement. It also will be remembered as one of
our most monumental achievements in defense of civil rights in
this century. And most importantly, its successful conclusion

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guided the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,
the chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal
District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief
investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war against our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon.our very system of
government.

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our people. //

We ére constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to violent crime in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the moment of tﬁe first bombing. “

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on this and many other cases —--
time and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their

power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice system.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. Our crime bill -- and only our
crime bill -- supports our men and women on the front lines.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal law, no death penalty exists for
mail bombing innocent Americans. We've proposed it. We've‘also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for.
killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepared to pay
with their lives. We need a workable federal death pPenalty --
and we need it ﬁow. .

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
becoming a technicality that throws open the cell door and lets
bad people walk scot free.

Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-law enforcement proposéls that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the House will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. 1It's ﬁime we tipped the scales of
justice back -- toward the side of dedicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in turning the House crime bill around.
Your presence.here today sends a powerful warning‘to the Congress
-- that the American people will not accept a crime bill that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the c;iminals.<//

The time has come. After three years of foot-dragging,_+[<;
Dch¢rc%“ Congress is finally considering the crime bill. But I need you
Cont roll eok -7

to let your representatives know which crime bill we support.
Tell them our police, our prosecutors and our people stand behind
only one bill -- and that one is the Administration's crime bill.
Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bﬁll stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives
should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.
Again, my congratulations and thanks for a job well done in
bringing Walter Moody to justice. You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us on the streets -- now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank you.
# ##

{



Document No. 27XA55§<

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

10/15/91

SUBJECT:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

~ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: TODAY, 10/15/91 6:00pm

AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
THE ROSE GARDEN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16,

1991

ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER
SUNUNU O O MCCLURE
SCOWCROFT O O PETERSMEYER
DARMAN (i/ O PORTER
BRADY O B/ ROGICH
BROMLEY O O SMITH e
CARD ] M MCBRIDE
DEMAREST M O it
FITZWATER O w/
GRAY [ v
HOLIDAY E/ O

this office.

ACTION FYI

O O

v O

O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm.
no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy to

Thank you.

122, %2930,

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome, everyone, to the White House ... and a special

hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr. fﬂ”fi
(other acknowledgements] 624”7%' 42“' Corrnt— 77

FWMMW/IJ MMW

Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one péaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
deafh, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robinson, an official of the N.A.A.C.P., retﬁrned to his

law office in savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.

Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He

opened it, and the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.

Robert Robinson died a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.
That same day, packages containing bombs also arrived at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more innocent persons were murdered'... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing short of a‘miracle. |

A torrent of threatening-letters followed, vowing to spread
death and destruction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movement.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials
at the Department of Justice and the F.B.I., but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshals Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suspect named Watter
beroy-Meodys—de. Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Qggéy was convicted of the bombings and related crimes --and
sentenced to seven life terms and 400 years imprisonment.

The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals of law enforcement. It also will be remembered as one of
our most monumental achievements in defense of civil rights in
this century. And most importantly, its successful conclusion

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guided the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,
the chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal
District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief
investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war agaiﬁst our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon .our very system of
government.

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our people. //

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response fo violent crime in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the moment of tﬁe first bombing. a

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on this and many other cases --
time and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their

power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice system.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. oOur crime bill -- and only our
crime bili -- supports our men and women on the front lines.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal 1aw,vno death penalty exists for
mail bombing innocent Americans. We've proposed it. We've also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for.
killing someone in the courserf a civil rights crime.
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepéred to pay
with their lives. We need a workable federal death pepalty -
and we need it now. . .

We need -a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
becoming a technicality that throws open the cell door and lets
bad people walk scot free.

Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight =-- and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the House will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. It's fime we tipped the scales of
justice back -- toward the side of dedicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in turning the House crime bill around.
Your presence-here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
-- that the American people will not accept a crime bill that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. //

The time has come. After three years of foot-dragging,
Congress is finally considering the crime bill. But I need you
to let your representatives know which crime bill we support.
Tell them our police, our prosecutors and our people stand behind
only one bill == and that one is the Administration's crime bill.

Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives
should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.

Again, my congratulations and thanks for a job well done in

e ey piats —
bringing #H&lter=M3sdy to justice. (/ You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us on the streets -- now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank you.

###
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Welcome, everyone, to the White House ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr.
[other acknowledgements]

Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
death, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robinson, an official of the N.A.A.C.P., returned to his
law office in Savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.
Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
opened it, and the Pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.
Robert Robinson died a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages containing bombe also arrived at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in



Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs werevfound before dozens
more innocent persons were murdered ... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing\short of a-miracle.

A torrent of th%eatening letters followed, vowing to spread
death and destruction\across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominént blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movement.

With the first bombi gs, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials—
at—theDepartment of JusticéJaad—the—FTBv%v, but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; theY-5-—Marshals-Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suspect named Walter
Leroy Moody, Jr. Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Moody was convicted of the bombings and related crimes --and
sentenced to seven life terms and 400 years imprisonment. ~

P
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annals of law enforcement. It also will be remembered as! one—of—
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~th&s—eeaenf§i And most importantly, its successful conclusion

putﬂa/terrlfylng episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guided the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,
the chief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal
District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief
investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I; To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on addedvmeanihg:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war agaihst our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon our very system of
government.

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
- should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will |
be allowed to terrorize our people. [/

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to violent crime in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the ﬁoment of the first bombing. “ |

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on this and many other cases --
time and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their

power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal justice system.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. oOur crime bill -- and only our
crime bill -- supports our men and women on the front lines.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal law, no death penalty exists for
mail bombing innocent Americans. We've proposed it. We've also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for
killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepared to pay
with their lives. We need a workable federal death penalty --
and we need it now.

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
becoming a technicality that throws open the cell door and lets
bad people walk scot free.

Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the House will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. It's time we tipped the scales of

justice back -- toward the side of dedicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in_turning the House crime bill around.
Your presence here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
-~ ﬁhat the American people will not accept a crime bill that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. //

The time has come. After three years of foot-dragging,
Congress is finally considering the crime biil. But I need you
to let your representatives know which crime bill we support.
Tell them our police, our prosecutors and our people stand behind
only one bill -- and that one is the Administration's crime bill.

Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives
should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.

Again, my congratulations and thanks for a job well done in
bringing Walter Moody to justice. You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us on the streets -- now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank you.

| #E A
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~ WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:. 10/15/91 _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _ TODAY, 10/15/91 6=00:pm
. ’ PRESIDENTiAL RE;MARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE |
. SUBJECT: " | THE ROSE GARDEN - WEDNESDAY, OCTQBER 16, 1991
ACTION  FYI | ACTION P
* VICE PRESIDENT 0 HORNER O O
SUNUNU o O MCCLURE _ WO
SCOWCROFT O O PETERSMEYER ~ O O
DARMAN E/ O ~ PORTER " v O
BRADY 0 ROGICH v o ”
BROMLEY O O - SMIT s Z O
CARD ] [j/ MCBRIDE .‘ O] []/
DEMARés_T- w O SNOW O m/
| FTzZwATER O w/ m-
GRAY vd= )
HOLIDAY - E/D O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snéw, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy to .
this offlce Thank you S '

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



Grant/Simon
_ . A:Vance
: . ‘October 15, 1991
PI. 29~ Draft two
31 OCT 14
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
, THE ROSE GARDEN

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M. o

Welcome, everYOne, ‘to the White ﬁouse ... and a special
,hello to our very able actlng Attorney General Blll Barr.
[other acknowledgements]

TWO’Years ago, a series of gruesome crimes ehocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest'
of the day's mail, a'package arrived at the home of Federal
ﬁAppeals-Judge Robert Vance'in.Mountainbrook Alahama.

‘The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
"~ judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a p1pe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
‘death,_rrght in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured. |

" The nightmare didn't'stopvthere. Two days later, Alderman

_Robert Robinson an officiai of the N. A A.C.P. returned‘to his
law office in Savannah Georgla, after spendlng the day in court
';Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
- opened 1t, and the plpe»bomb inside blew his office to b;ts.
"Robert Robinson died a grisiy death; a senseiess”and violent
-tragedy brought about by an anonymous'terrorist.

That same‘day, packages containind bombs also arrived at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more 1nnocent persons were murdered ... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothlng short of.a miracle.

A torrent‘of.threatening'letters foilowed, vowing to spread
death and destrnction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and.leaders_in the civil rights.
movement.A |

With the first bombings, federai'authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials
.at the'Department of -Justice and the F.B.I., but other agenoies
~ joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and’firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshais Servicé and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherisned principles»of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suspect named Waiter
- Leroy Moody,-Jr. Because of the hard’work of the Task Force,
Moody was COnvicted of the bombings end related crimes --and |
sentenced to seven life terms and 400 years imprisonment.

The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals of 1aw enforcement It also will be remembered as one of
our most monumental achlevements in defense of civil rights in
this century. And most importantly, ;ts.successful conclus1on»

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.



3 .

My'congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guidee‘the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,
the chief prosecutot and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a.Fedefal
District Judge in Manhattan. Andng;;x_gétts, the chief
investigator and a~Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
- gratitude for- a job well done. !/ |

Each murder in this country is a-tragedy But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning;
'they were part of Moody's terrorlst war against our courts}.our
- rule of.law, our civil rights, and upon~our very system of
government. | '4 |

We'ﬁill not tolerate assaults.on_these ideals. No American
should live ip fear of randoﬁ, senseless violence. No one oill
be allowed to tetrorize our people. '//

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all tYpes.
‘The VANPAC investigation is 'an excellent example of law
enforcemeht‘s swift, professionalvresponse to violent crime in
this country. Despite the many‘obstacles‘they faeed in the
crlmlnal justlce system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the moment of the first bombing. .

Yet when it comes to remov1ng those obstacles before
prosecutors and 1nvest1gators -- on this and many other cases --
time and agaln, Congress slumps into inaction.

'I‘firmly.belieVe'that lawmakers must do everything in their

power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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"~ This means sufficient resource# -= particularly for prisons -
. tough penaltieg, and reforms to the criminal” justice system.
Mgst importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the'rights'of criminals. Our crime bill =-- and only our
crime bill -~ supports oﬁr men and women on the front 1ines.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current_federai law, no‘death penalty exisfs for
mail bombing ihnoéenﬁ Americans, We've proposed‘it.:.We've also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges.and for |
: killing someone in the c¢ourse of é civil fights crime. |
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should bé prepared to péy
,Vith tﬁeir liyes.v‘We ngéd"a workable federal death penalty =---
and we need it now. - | .

'WeAneed a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse. of
habeas corpﬁs. We need a bill‘thaﬁ guarantees that criﬁinéls who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.
We ﬁeed a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
becoming a technicality ﬁhat throws open the cell door and lets
bad people walk scot free.

'Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough érime
bill that gives you Whgt you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-law enforcement propoéais that the House Democrats cail a
crime'bill! This week, the House will vote on a bill that marks -
- a retreat from current law. It's,time we tipped the scales of
justice back --. toward the side of dédicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in turning the House crime bill around.
.Your presence .here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
-- that the American people will not accept a crime blll that is
tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. //
-The time has come. After three years of foot- dragging,
Congress is finally con51dering the crime bill. But I need you

to let your representatives ‘know which crime bill we support.

Tell them our police, our prosecutors and our people stand behind
only one bill -- and that one is the Administration S crime b111.
Tell them 1t's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for, .
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives

should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.
Again, my‘congratulations and thanks for aljob well done in
bringing Walter Moody to justice. You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminals. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us. on the streets -- now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.
God bless you all and thank you."
RN
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WHIFE HOPBE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: , +0/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: TODAY, 10/15/91 6:00pm

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
THE ROSE GARDEN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991

SUBJECT:

ACTION FYl

VICE PRESIDENT 0 v HORNER 0 0
SUNUNU OO MCCLURE v O
SCOWCROFT O O PETERSMEYER O O
DARMAN v C PORTER v O
BRADY 0 ROGICH -
BROMLEY O O SMITH v O
CARD 5 MCBRIDE 0O

ENOW

B

DEMARE
FITZWATER

HOLIDAY

REMARKS:

Flease forward your comments directly to Tcny Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,
no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy te
this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: VW" M%

PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assgistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY POR VANPAC TASK FORCE
THE ROSE GARDEN

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome, everyone, to the White ﬁouse ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr.
[other acknowledgements] (I F- st

Two years ago, a séries of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror bagan one peaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as 1f it had béep sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him acress the roaﬂd. Judge Vance died =horrible

Y PR

dmaen, gt 1in f?3ﬁE‘3f“KIE‘WTTEF-who—w=s~hersetf severely

injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robineson, an official of the N.A.A.C.P., returned to his
law office in Savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.
Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
cpenad it, and the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.
Robert Robinson died-&;gxg;&ynﬁgath a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages ceontaining bombs alzc arrived at &

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonviile. Thank God those bombs were found before JezTHb

more innocent persons were murdered ... in fact, one inveatigater

said it was nothing short of a-miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters followed, vowing to apread
death and destruction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
novement,

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after

.\ its first victim, Judge Vance. ﬂ%yPAc was directad byigffiﬁiiii‘

ﬁ%—bhﬂnepartment of Justice %ﬁ—the F.B. If but other agencies
(&ﬁéwél andl ‘g VS Warshuly

, Serviece
Joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firaarms, the

Postal Inspection Service; C . a&sﬁa:v.icgan@ the

Internal Revenue Servica.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and

defending our most cherished principles of CQnstltutional law and

civil rights, soon zeroed in on a suSpect-numeﬂ"qutar
st A COnr At

ecause of the hard work of the Task Force,)

EeTTY MOOAY, Ir.
- n
M the bombings and related crimes --and— b “7' '

o anA

sentence;(-ﬁ geven life terms ang 400 years imprisonment,
<.
The VANPAC casie was orme—or-The greatest successes in the
4 vory

annals of law enfor¢ement. It also will be remembered as anes—ef

importany ,
cdeA 4m;~most—msnumenta%-achievement% in defense of c¢ivil rights,4sr
\. tisks—rentury., And most importantly, its successful conclusion

put{é terrifying episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who

3

guilded the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Lovis Freeh,
the chief proseécutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal
District Judge in Manhattan, And Larry Potts, the chief
investigater and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To

 both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, wa owe a dsbt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
they were part of Maeéy*u—tarrurést war ‘against our courts, ocur
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon -our very system of
governmnent.,

We will not tolerata assaults on theae ideals.,, No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our pecple. //

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
Tha VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to violent crime 1in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system, the VANPAC Task Force laeapt into action
from the momant of the firast bonbing,

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on thia and many other cases --
time and again, Congress g2lumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do avarything in their

powar to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources =-- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the driminal‘justice systenm,
Most importantly, it means helding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminalsf Cur c¢rime bill ~-- and only our

crimae bill == supports our men and women on the front lines.
The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
bﬁ’:ééfﬂ%i}acki Under current federal law, no death penalty exists for

‘hall bombing innocent Amer:;;;;? Wa've proposed it. We've also
Mﬁ:f;Vlﬂkproposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for.

killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.

Perpetrators of these heinous crimess should be prepared to pay
with their lives. We need a workable federal death penalty --
and we naed it now. '

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
usg serious weapons face serious charges -- and do sericus tine,
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
bacoming a technicality that throws open the cell door and lets
bad people walk scot free. 119 C. /A/W ll)/ Z/CMM(ML

Each of you knows the difference Ag/be ween a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight == and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the Housa will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. It's ﬁime we tipped the scales of

Justice back =-- toward the side of dedicatad men and women like
you.
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I nesd your help in turning the House crime bill around.
Your presence.-here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
== that the American people will net accept a orime bill that is
tougher or law enforcement than it i3 on the cripiuals. !/
The time has come. After three years of foét-dragging,
’(W"() The Hovse B X o
Congress is finally considering E@e“crime bill, yﬁﬁgiz need you
to let your representatives knoy)wnigh crime bill we sx.‘.ppr:rt:.44"“5'!4'r

bl

Tell them our police,

our prosecutors &nd our people sgand behind
Z ;M@cﬂ SV7Png Laime 6]

r
th

Tell them it's time for a criminal justice system that
allows us to ses the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. Thatis what eur crime bill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Rapreasatativaes
ghould stand for ~-- when the final vote ié taﬁz:ﬂ:%éz;wc-k.
Again, my congratulations and thankshfor a job well done i~
b:&nqihg—Wa&%eﬁ—Maedy—te—justtce(Efggﬂggave shown what we can
achisve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to -
have men and women 1like you defending us on the stregetg <- now we
Just need your powerful message fo reach the halls of Congress,
God bless you all and thank you. i
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

91 OCT 16 A7: 39

October 15, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER /%%

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Awards Ceremony for VANPAC
Task Force

We have reviewed the attached remarks and have two
suggested comments.

The second sentence of the fourth paragraph on page 2
states that "It also will be remembered as one of our most
monumental achievements..." Given the importance of Brown v.
Board of Education, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act this seems a bit overstated.
Perhaps it should be changed to "It will be remembered as an
important achievement..."

Second, the first paragraph on page 4 states "Most
importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher than
the rights of criminals." Again, this might be a bit strong.
Perhaps revising it to read "It means holding the rights of
victims at least as high as the rights of criminals," would get
the same point across without bordering on unconstitutional
language.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions
or if we can be of further assistance.

cc: PHILLIP D. BRADY
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WHITE HOUSE §PAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 10/15/81 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _ TODAY, 10/15/91 6:00pm

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
THE ROSE GARDEN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991

SUBJECT:
ACTION  FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o0 v HORNER O O
SUNUNU O O MCCLURE v O
SCOWCROFT O O PETERSMEYER O O
DARMAN &/ O PORTE P
BRADY i~ ROGICH v’ O
BROMLEY O O SMIT v O
CARD O M MEBRIDE o o
DEMAREST M O SNOW O !I/
FITZWATER - m/ O O
GRAY (]/ O O O
HOLIDAY = O O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy to
this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: -

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
) THE ROSE GARDEN

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome; eyeryone, to the White House ... and a_special
hello to our very able actlng Attorney General, Bill Barr.
.[other acknowledgements]

Two years ago, a serles of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning'when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of Federal
AAppeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, -Alabama.

The package was marked as if 1t had been sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible

-

death, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured. ‘
The nlghtmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman

Robert Robinson, an official of the N.A.A. C.P., returned to hls
law office in Savannah Georgia, after spendlng the day in court
Along with other papers, a package awalted hlm in his office. He
opened it, and_the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.

'Robert Robinson died- a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages containing bombs also arrived at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more innocent persons were murdered4... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing short of a-miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters follpwed, vdwing to spread
death and destruction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, promineﬁt blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movgment.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task-force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was difected by officials
at the Department of Justice and the F.B.I., but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohbl, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshals Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suspect named Walter
Leroy Moody, Jr. Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Moody was convicfed of the bombings and related crimes --and
sentenced to seven life terms and 400 years imprisonmentﬁ

_ The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals' of law enforcement. It also will bé remembered as one of
our most monumental achievements in defense of civil righfs in
this century. And most importantly, its successfulhconclusion

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guided the Task FerCe to its amazing achie§ements: Louis Freeh,
the cﬁief prosecutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal
DistrictAJudge in Manhattan. | And Larr _Potts, the chief
investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. ‘To
both bf'them and-to their VANPAC colleaguee, we bve a debt of
‘gratitude for a job well done. // |
; Each murder in this coﬁntryfis a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on addedAmeaning:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war against our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon -our very system of
government.

We wil; not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of'random,_senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to‘terrorize our peopie.‘ //
| eWe are conetantly st;uégling to fight crime.of all types.
The VANPAC iﬁvestigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swxft, professional response to violent crime 1n
this country. Desplte the many obstacles they faced in the
crlmlnal justlce system, the VANPAC Task Force leapt 1nto actlon
from the moment of the first bombing.

Yet when it’comes to removing those obstacles before
proSecuters and inVestiéaters -- on this and many etﬁer cases --
time and again, Congress slumbs into inaction.

I firmly belieQe‘fhat lawmakers must do everything ih their

power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms ﬁo the criminal’ justice system.
Most importantly, it means holding the righﬁs of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. oOur crime bill -- and only our
crime bill -; supports our ﬁen and women on the front lineé.

The VANPAC case illustrates‘wéll where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal 1éw, no.death penalty exists for
mail bombing'inhocent Americans.. We've proposed it. Wé've also
proposed a.death penalty for murdering federal judges and for
killing someone in the course of a civil‘rights crime.
Perpetratoré of these heinous crimes should be prepared to pay
with their iiveé. We need a.W§rkéb1e federal death penalty --

. and we»need it now. . .

We need a crime biil that will stop the ehdless abuse of
habeas Corpus. We heed‘a bill thatAguarantees that criminals who
use serious weépbns face serious charges =- and do serioﬁs time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
becoming a‘technicality“that throws open the cell door and lets
‘bad people walk scot free. |
Each of yoﬁ knows the difference Q— bethen a téﬁgh crimé
‘bill thaf givéslyou what you need to Win_this fight - and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the-House.Dechrats>call-a
- crime’bili; This ﬁeek, the House will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from currént law. It's time we tipped the scales of
'5ustice gg;g_-- toward the siderf dedicated men and women like

you.
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I need your help in turning the House crime bill around.
Your pfesence—here today~éends a powerful warnihg'to the congress
'-- that the American people wiii'not agcept a crime bill that is
touéher_on law enforceﬁent than it is on the criminals. // |
The tiﬁe ﬁés éome. After three yearg of foot-dragging,

Congreés is finally consideriné the crime bill. - But I need you

to let your representatives know which crime bill we support.

Tellltheh oﬁr po1icé, our'é:osécutors'and our people stand behind
.bniy one bill -- and that oné.is the Administration's crime bill.
Tell themvit'é'time for a criﬁinal justice system that
éllows ﬁs to see the truth come out; the guilty punished, the law
:-uphéld;-and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for,
and -that's whgt we stand for, and that's what our Representatives

should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.
Again, my congratulétions and thanks for'q job well done in
bringing Wéitgr Moody to justice. ypulhave shown what we can
achieve when Qe stand united against criminals. We are lucky to
have meﬁ andrwomén like you defehding'ﬁs dn_the streets --'how»we
-justvhéed yoﬁr powerful'message_to reach the halls of Congress.

'God bless you all and thank ydu.
| ERE
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MEMORANDUM TO TONY SNOW

FROM: NELSON LUNZA
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

RE: PRESIDENT REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK
FORCE

Counsel's office has reviewed the attached presidential remarks
and has noted some changes on the attached hard copy.

Thank you.

cc: Phil Brady
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DATE: 10/15/91 ACTION/CONCLJRRENCE/COMMENTDUE BY: _TODAY, 10/15/91 6:00pm

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE

SUBJECT: THE ROSE GARDEN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
ACTION  FYI ACTION  FYI
| VICE PRESIDENT O HORNER O O
SUNUNU O O MCCLURE v O
SCOWCROFT O O PETERSMEYER O O
DARMAN E/ O PORTER v O
BRADY O iia/ ROGICH v O
BROMLEY O O SMITH VW’ O

CARD O M MCBRIDE . i

DEMAREST [i/ O =l O m/ |

| FITZWATER - D/ O O H

GRAY ol O O I
HOLIDAY O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 6:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, with a copy to
this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS CEREMONY FOR VANPAC TASK FORCE
) THE ROSE GARDEN

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1991
11:45 A.M.

Welcome, everyone, to the White ﬁouse ... and a special
hello to our very able acting Attorney General, Bill Barr.
[other acknowledgements])

Two years ago, a series of gruesome crimes shocked America.
The terror began one peaceful morning when, along with the rest
of the day's mail, a package arrived at the home of .Federal
Appeals Judge Robert Vance in Mountainbrook, Alabama.

The package was marked as if it had been sent by a fellow
judge, but when Judge Vance sat down to open it, a pipe bomb
inside blasted him across the room. Judge Vance died a horrible
deafh, right in front of his wife, who was herself severely
injured.

The nightmare didn't stop there. Two days later, Alderman
Robert Robinson, an official of the N.A.A.C.P., returned to his
law office in Savannah, Georgia, after spending the day in court.
Along with other papers, a package awaited him in his office. He
opened it, and the pipe bomb inside blew his office to bits.
Robert Robinson died a grisly death, a senseless and violent
tragedy brought about by an anonymous terrorist.

That same day, packages containing bombé also arrived at a

federal courthouse in Atlanta and an NAACP office in
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Jacksonville. Thank God those bombs were found before dozens
more innocent persons were murdered.... in fact, one investigator
said it was nothing short of a.miracle.

A torrent of threatening letters followed, vowing to spread
death and destruction across the nation. The letters targeted
federal judges, prominent blacks, and leaders in the civil rights
movément.

With the first bombings, federal authorities began a massive
investigation, spearheaded by a task force named VANPAC, after
its first victim, Judge Vance. VANPAC was directed by officials
at the Department of Justice and the F.B.I., but other agencies
joined in: the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; the
Postal Inspection Service; the U.S. Marshals Service and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Despite skeptics and naysayers, the Task Force Members
forged ahead ... fighting against this brutal attack and
defending our most cherished principles of Constitutional law and
civil rights. They soon zeroed in on a suspect named Walter
Leroy Moody, Jr. Because of the hard work of the Task Force,
Moody was convicted of the bombings and related crimes --and
sentenced to seven life terms and 400 years imprisonment.

The VANPAC case was one of the greatest successes in the
annals of law enforcement. It also will be remembered as one of
our most monumental achievements in defense of civil rights in
this century. And most importantly, its successful conclusion

put a terrifying episode in American life behind us.
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My congratulations to the two selfless public servants who
guided the Task Force to its amazing achievements: Louis Freeh,
the chief proseécutor and Assistant U.S. Attorney; now a Federal
District Judge in Manhattan. And Larry Potts, the chief
investigator and a Deputy Assistant Director of the F.B.I. To
both of them and to their VANPAC colleagues, we owe a debt of
gratitude for a job well done. //

Each murder in this country is a tragedy. But the random
murders of Judge Vance and Robert Robinson took on added meaning:
they were part of Moody's terrorist war agaiﬁst our courts, our
rule of law, our civil rights, and upon our very system of
government.

We will not tolerate assaults on these ideals. No American
should live in fear of random, senseless violence. No one will
be allowed to terrorize our people. //

We are constantly struggling to fight crime of all types.
The VANPAC investigation is an excellent example of law
enforcement's swift, professional response to violent crime in
this country. Despite the many obstacles they faced in the
criminal justice system) the VANPAC Task Force leapt into action
from the moment of tﬁe first bombing. J

Yet when it comes to removing those obstacles before
prosecutors and investigators -- on this and many other cases —--
time and again, Congress slumps into inaction.

I firmly believe that lawmakers must do everything in their

power to support our enforcement officials on the front lines.
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This means sufficient resources -- particularly for prisons --
tough penalties, and reforms to the criminal’ justice systen.
Most importantly, it means holding the rights of victims higher
than the rights of criminals. Our crime bill -- and only our
crime bill -- supports our men and women on the front lines.

The VANPAC case illustrates well where federal law is
lacking. Under current federal law, no death penalty exists for
mail bombing innocent Americans. We've proposed it. We've also
proposed a death penalty for murdering federal judges and for.
killing someone in the course of a civil rights crime.
Perpetrators of these heinous crimes should be prepared to pay
with their lives. We need a workable federal death pepalty -
and we need it now.

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus. We need a bill that guarantees that criminals who
use serious weapons face serious charges -- and do serious time.
We need a bill that prevents evidence gathered in good faith from
becoming a technicality that throws open the cell door and lets
bad people walk scot free.

Each of you knows the difference -- between a tough crime
bill that gives you what you need to win this fight -- and the
anti-law enforcement proposals that the House Democrats call a
crime bill. This week, the ﬁouse will vote on a bill that marks
a retreat from current law. TIt's fime we tipped the scales of
justice back -- toward the side of dedicated men and women like

you.



Your presence .here today sends a powerful warning to the Congress
-- that the American people will not accept a crime bill that is

tougher on law enforcement than it is on the criminals. //

The time has come. After three years of foot-draggin
: o

?’.J‘Lm»mfov\fs

Congress is finally considering the crime bill. But

only one bill -- and that one is the Administration's crime bill.

& Tert—shenm it's time for a criminal justice system that

e

allows us to see the truth come out, the guilty punished, the law
upheld, and justice done. That's what our crime bill stands for,
and that's what we stand for, and that's what our Representatives
should stand for -- when the final vote is taken this week.

Again, my congratulations and thanks for a job well done in
bringing Walter Moody to justice. You have shown what we can
achieve when we stand united against criminais. We are lucky to
have men and women like you defending us on the streets -- now we
just need your powerful message to reach the halls of Congress.

God bless you all and thank you.

###



