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ROCKEFELLER GOLD MEDAL CEREMONY \ THE ROOSEVELT ROQOM
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991 \ 10:45 A.M.

SENATOR ROCKEFELLER, SENATOR LEAHY; CONGRESSMEN
PIckLE, GILMAN, AND FISH: SECRETARY LuJan,
ADMINISTRATOR REILLY, CHAIRMAN DELAND, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN:

TODAY WE GATHER TO BESTOW A RARE HONOR ON A
SPLENDID AMERICAN. FEWER THAN A HUNDRED TIMES IN OUR
NATION'S LONG HISTORY HAS CONGRESS ORDERED A UNTQUE
GOLD MEDAL STRUCK TO HONOR ONE OF OQUR CITIZENS.

-2 .
THIS IS THE FIRST TIME AMERICA PRESENTS A CONGRESSIONAL
GoLp MEDAL TO RECOGNIZE A LEADER IN NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION.

WE HONOR A LOVING HUSBAND, FATHER AND GRANDFATHER.
WE HONOR A QUIET, GENTLE MaAN WHOSE LIFE AND WORK SUM UP
A CENTURY OF AMERICAN CIVIC VIRTUE.

LAURANCE ROCKEFELLER SHIES FRoM THE LIMELIGHT.
THOUGH HIS MODESTY ENNOBLES HIM, I REGRET THAT YOUNG
AMERICANS DO NOT YET KNOW AS MUCH AS THEY SHOULD ABOUT
HIM.



- 3 -

AS OUR YOUNG PEOPLE LEARN MORE ABOUT LAURANCE
ROCKEFELLER'S LIFE AND EXAMPLE, THEY WILL FEEL THE
EXCITEMENT OF SEEING A HIDDEN NATIONAL TREASURE COME TO
LIGHT.

FROM HIS EARLIEST YEARS, LAURANCE ROCKEFELLER HAS
COMBINED ENTHUSIASM FOR CONSERVING OUR HERITAGE WITH
BRILLIANT ENTREPRENEURIAL TALENTS.

-4 -
HIS IMAGINATION AND STEADFAST EFFORT HAVE TRANSFORMED
SOME TECHNOLOGICAL COMMONPLACES OF OUR LIVES. FOR
LAURANCE ROCKEFELLER IS THIS AMERICAN CENTURY'S
FOREMOST TRAILBLAZER IN THE VENTURE CAPITAL BUSINESS.
AT THE DAWN OF COMMERCIAL AVIATION, LAURANCE INVESTED
THE SEED MONEY THAT TURNED CAPTAIN EDDIE RICKENBACKER'S
DREAM INTO A PIONEERING PASSENGER AIRLINE. THEN A
YOUNG ENGINEER IN ST. Lours NAMED JAMEs McDONNELL HAD
AN IDEA FOR A JET FIGHTER WITH AN AIR-COOLED ENGINE.



-5 -
LAURANCE PROVIDED "MR. MAC" WITH VENTURE CAPITAL THAT
GREW INTO ONE OF THE WORLD'S FIRST AND GREATEST
AEROSPACE CORPORATIONS. EVEN OUR YOUNGEST GENERATION
WILL RECOGNIZE A MORE RECENT TRIUMPH OF LAURANCE'S
VENTURE CAPITAL PHILOSOPHY. NOT MANY YEARS AGO,
LAURANCE'S PARTNERSHIP HELPED DISCOVER AND LAUNCH A
YOUNG DREAMER WITH AN OFFBEAT NAME FOR A PERSONAL
COMPUTER. I REFER OF COURSE TO APPLE'S FOUNDER STEVE
JOBS, ONE OF THE HEROES OF YOUNG AMERICAN ENTERPRISE.

-6 -

IF ANYTHING SURPASSES LAURANCE'S LoVE FOR
INNOVATION, IT IS HIS PASSION FOR CONSERVING PRICELESS
NATURAL TREASURES AND HISTORIC LEGACIES OF OUR
CIVILIZATION. AS A POLICY LEADER AND PHILANTHROPIST,
LAURANCE HAS ENABLED MILLIONS OF AMERICANS TO ENJOY THE
BEAUTY OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK, THE GRAND
TETONS OF WYOMING AND THE PALISADES INTERSTATE PARK
SYSTEM.



-7 -

LAURANCE ALSO HAS LABORED TO MAKE OUR CITY PARKS
AND BUILDINGS AND BOULEVARDS A SPECIAL KIND OF "GREAT
OUTDOORS." HE HAS DONE TREMENDOUS WORK FOR THE
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY OF NEW YORK CITY, NOTABLY IN HIS
EFFORTS FOR CENTRAL PARK, THE BRONX Z00 AND THE NEW
YOoRK AQUARIUM. I HAVE A PERSONAL REASON FOR GRATITUDE
TO LAURANCE: WHEN I FIRST cAME TO WASHINGTON AS A
FRESHMAN CONGRESSMAN IN THE 1960S, OUR GREAT CAPITAL
CITY SUFFERED FROM A CERTAIN AIR OF NEGLECT.

- 8 -
THAT WAS WHEN LAURANCE ROCKEFELLER WAS JOINING OUR
GRACIOUS FIRST LADY, LADY BIRD JOHNSON, IN EFFORTS TO
BEAUTIFY OUR NATION'S CAPITAL. OVER THE YEARS SINCE
THEN, IT HAS BEEN MY PLEASURE TO WITNESS FIRSTHAND
THEIR MAGNIFICENT WORK IN MAKING WASHINGTON TRULY A
BEAUTIFUL WORLD CAPITAL. IN ALL OF HIS CONSERVATION
EFFORTS, LAURANCE HAS BEEN EMPHATIC IN BELIEVING THAT
OUR NATURAL RESOURCES ARE FOR BOTH CONSERVATION AND

USE; THEY'RE THE SETTING IN WHICH PEOPLE CAN DEVELOP
AND STRENGTHEN THEIR OWN HUMANITY.



-9 -

COMPLETING THE EXPANSIVE SCOPE OF LAURANCE
ROCKEFELLER'S WORK IS THE COMPASSION AND GENEROSITY HE
HAS SHOWN OVER MANY YEARS AS A BOARD MEMBER AND
BENEFACTOR OF MEMORIAL SLOAN-KETTERING CANCER CENTER.
VICTORIES OVER ONCE DEADLY FORMS OF CANCER OWE MUCH TO
LAURANCE'S PHILANTHROPY.

LAURANCE, ON BEHALF OF CONGRESS, I PRESENT YOU THIS
MEDAL BECAUSE YOUR LIFE AND WORK GIVE HONOR TO AMERICA.

- 10 -
AS LONG AS THIS PIECE oF GoLp GLISTENS, MAY GRATEFUL

AMERICANS REMEMBER HOW YOQU DEVOTED MIND AND .SOUL TO
LABORS OF LOVE FOR OUR COUNTRY.

#o# #
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Assistant to the President
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Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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September 23, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW ~
FROM: JOSEPH P. DUGGAN o
SUBJECT: CEREMONY HONORING LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER

On Friday, September 27, at 10:45 a.m., you will present a
Congressional Gold Medal to Laurance S. Rockefeller at a ceremony
in the Roosevelt Room. Beforehand you will deliver brief remarks
(5 minutes, on cards). The audience of approximately 30 people
include Mr. Rockefeller's family and friends. Dignitaries to be

acknowledged include Secretary Manuel Lujan and EPA Administrator
Bill Reilly.

The remarks focus on some of the many contributions Mr.
Rockefeller has made throughout a 1lifetime of service to
conservation and historic preservation.



(Duggan/Nix)
September 23, 1991
Draft Three
Rockefeller

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991

10:45 AM

[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later)

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. As our young
people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and example,
they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden national
treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's founder Steve Jobs, one of the heroes
of young American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevards a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city



3
suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. oOver the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a béautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #
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WASHINGTON
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September 23, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT T JJ"\

W \
THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST / \ X/

—

TONY SNOW 7 \
ol

FROM: JOSEPH P. DUGGAN q " o

SUBJECT: CEREMONY HONORING LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER /

On Friday, September 27, at 10:45 a.m., you will present a \/
Congressional Gold Medal to Laurance S. Rockefeller at a ceremony fv
in the Roosevelt Room. Beforehand you will deliver brief remarks CW/

(5 minutes, on cards). The audience of approximately 30 people
include Mr. Rockefeller's family and friends. Dignitaries to be

acknowledged include Secretary Manuel Lujan and EPA Administrator
Bill Reilly.

The remarks focus on some of the many contributions Mr.
Rockefeller has made throughout a 1lifetime of service to
conservation and historic preservation.
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September 23, 1991
Draft Three
Rockefeller

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991

10:45 AM .

[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
hist0ﬁz/ﬁas Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of

American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
“ﬁauré;ge*s modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. As our young
people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and example,
they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden national
treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort

have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2 .
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that

grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation yill recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's founder Steve Jobs, one of the heroes
of young American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. Aas a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laufance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our c;ty parks and
buildings and boulevards a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city



3
suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991
10:45 AM

Senator Rockefeller, Senator Leahy; Congressmen Pickle,
Gilman, and Fish; Secretary Lujan, Administrator Reilly, ladies
and gentlemen:

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. As our young
people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and example,
they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden national
treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our peritage with brilliant

entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort



2
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.
For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a piéneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's founder Steve Jobs, one of the heroes
of young American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

[Laurance's leadership of the Outdoor Recreation Resources
Review Commission led to such outstanding achievements as the
Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Wilderness Act, and the

National Systems of Scenic Rivers and Trails.]



3

Laurance also has labored tb make our city parks and
buildings and boulevards a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York éity, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a
freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

[Laurancé and his wife, Mary, continue their leadership and
generosity with their imaginative proposal for a Marsh/Billings
National Hisstorical Park in Woodstock, Vermpnt.) [[ T look
forward to working with them in making this proposal a reality.]]

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of

cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.
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Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I presént you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991

10:45 AM

[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later)

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. I believe that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and
example, they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden
national treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pPioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled

engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that

grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace ﬁy%

corporations. ) Even our youngest generation will rcaﬂh~~————_-—=-——’W 4

cognize a more

.
7
Laurange's ventuye capital philosophy. Not GE)

American enterprise.

m———
If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is

his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures .and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.
Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevafds a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmeﬁtal quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
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"He was Governor Nelson Rockefeller's valued chief advisor
on environment affairs and led the outstanding New York State
parks system for a decade. His leadership of the Outdoor
Recreation Resources Review Commission led to such outstanding
achievements as the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the
Wilderness Act, and the National Systems of Scenic Rivers and
Trails. Using resources provided by that Fund, I have asked in
my budget to expand and protect our parks, forests, and wildlife
refuges through a program called America the Beautiful. 2and T
hope Congress will extend this outdoor legacy by restoring the
roughly $200 million in cuts that have tentatively been made in
the appropriations process in our parks and wildlife budget."
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suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in méking Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanityuA §;:k2¢26ﬁ" ng:)

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glisfens, may grateful Americans remember how

you devoted mind and soul to laﬁbrs of love for our country.

# # # -
_Mﬂ’*-;ﬁ;ry and lLaurance continue their leadership and generosity
by their imaginative proposal for a Marsh/Billings National J

Historical Park in Woodstock, Vermont. This proposal is an

innovative example of public/private partnership which I believe
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Laurance S. Rockefeller
Presentation by President George Bush

©f the Congressional Gold Madal
Septenber 27, 1291

Thank you, Mr. President. I am deeply grateful to you
for taking time to present this Medal to me on behalf of -
the Congress of the United States.

I accopt it gratefully and humbly - and o behalf of
those who helped so much To make it possible -— Grandfather,
Father, my brother, Nelson, my wife, Mary: and, more
recently, our sen, Larry; as wall as my distinguished
assoclates who, over many years, have been an all-important
factor in any achievements recognized today.'

In fact, as of now, I am but one meaber of the Fémily
vhose heritage of conservation spans five generations.

This, T am told, is the first Congressional Gold Msdal
Co be awarded to a conservationist. Tt underscores the fact
that it honors not primarily an individual — but also
recognizes the environmental movement come of age.

Conservation has increasingly become a part of the
Nation's agenda over the past half century. It was not long
ago when concern for the land, air, and water was considered

important, but not as a high, priority.
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ISR FINAL - 2/26/91 — Page 2

Now we know that cocncern for the enviromment and access
to parks and cpen space is not frivolous or peripheral;
rather, it 1s central to the wélfare of people — body, mind
and spirit,

In response to this now deep-felt public awareness, the
Longress Lor more than twe decades has enacted dramatic
envicunmental leglslatlve achievements., You, Mr. President,
more recently and importantly, have shown the way Ly your
leadership in the new Clean Air Act, your support for an
increased Land and Water Conservation Fund, your goal 1'0
plant one billion trees a year for ten vears, and other
important accompliskments.

But: we cannot rest on our laurels. Mich remains to be
done. Environmental quality should be high on our national
agenda, for we face new and urgent challenges around the
world. .

In these times of budget austerity, we must seck, as
you have sald, Mr. President, new and ingovalive WRYS to

involve the private sector.

F.83
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For example, in Woodstock, Vemmont, Mary and I are
working with Secretary of the Interior Lujan and Natlonal
Pork Service Diractor Jim Ridencur in sembining public—
privale resuunoes Lo creale Lhe Marsh Billings Warional
Historical Park. The Vermont Congressions] delegation is
cooperatlng with us in & fully bi—partlsén manner.

If Congress approves, the Park will interpret the
contributions of George Perkins Marsh and Mary’s grandfather
Frecerick Billings, to the creation of a conservation ethic
in America. It is our hope that the Park will become a

center for interpreting the evelution of such valuss.

Mr. President, I thank you Ior adding so greatly to
today’s svent, and T thank gle Congress c;I: -the United States
for making it possible.

I accept the Congreassionzl Gold Medal as eloguent
evidence of our long-temm compitment as a Nation to

conservation and a quality envirvonment world-wide.

THANK YOU!

bRk bidin i

TOTAL P.B2
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September 23, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW ~
0 D>~
FROM: JOSEPH P. DUGGAN C)C
SUBJECT: CEREMONY HONORING LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER

On Friday, September 27, at 10:45 a.m., you will present a
Congressional Gold Medal to Laurance S. Rockefeller at a ceremony
in the Roosevelt Room. Beforehand you will deliver brief remarks
(5 minutes, on cards). The audience of approximately 30 people
include Mr. Rockefeller's family and friends. Dignitaries to be

acknowledged include Secretary Manuel Lujan and EPA Administrator
Bill Reilly.

The remarks focus on some of the many contributions Mr.
Rockefeller has made throughout a 1lifetime of service to
conservation and historic preservation.



.

(Duggan/Nix)
September 23, 1991
Draft Three
Rockefeller

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991

10:45 aM

[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recogﬁize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do'
not yet know as much as they should about him. As our young
people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and example,
they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden national
treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces df our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's founder Steve Jobs, one of the heroes
of young American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevards a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason fbr
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
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suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautiff.our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witnesé firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengtheﬁ their own humanity. |

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compéssion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

¥ F #
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Please forwarg your Comments. dire

) ctly to Tony Snow, g, 122, x293p,
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office. Thank you. '
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991

- 10:45 AM

(Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Teday we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the firstltimemAmegigggpggggptsma,m.a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a 1eader:inlhatura1
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of’
Ameriéan civic virtue. "

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do.
not yet know as much as they should about him. I believe that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller'sllife and
example, they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden
national treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiésm'for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation,; Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea fof é jet fighter with an air-cooled
éngine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with Qenture capital that

grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace’

corporations. | Even our youngest generation will recognize a more 4Jd

©

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is

his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. *aAs a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.
Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevafds a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. T have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Wéshington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our gfeat capital city



Insert A

"He was Governor Nelson Rockefeller's valued chief advisor
on environment affairs and led the outstanding New York State
parks system for a decade. His leadership of the Outdoor
Recreation Resources Review Commission led to such outstanding
achievements as the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the
Wilderness Act, and the National Systems of Scenic Rivers and
Trails. Using resources provided by that Fund, I have asked in
my budget to expand and protect our parks, forests, and wildlife
refuges through a program called America the Beautiful. And T
- hope Congress will extend this outdoor legacy by restoring the
roughly $200 million in cuts that have tentatively been made in
the appropriations process in our parks and wildlife budget."
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suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanlty‘4 éijhgﬁkj*ﬁ zi::>

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he‘has'éhbW%ﬂ55E§¥ﬁéﬁ§
years as a board member and benefactor of Meﬁorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of -
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
‘because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this plece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labbrs of love for our country.
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Laurance S§. Rockefeller
Presentation by President George Bush
©of the Congressional Gold Medal
September 27, 1991

Thank you, Mr. President. I am deeply grateful to you
for taking time to present this Medal to me on behslf of
the Congress of the United States.

I accept it gratefully end humbly - and o behalf of

those who helped SO much to make it possible -— Grandfather, -

Father, my brother, Nelson, my wife, Mary: and, mors

recently, our son, Larry; as well as my distinguished

P.B2

assoclates who, over many years, have been an all-important

factor in any achievements recognized today.

Tn fact, as of now, I am but one nr_anber of the Family"
whose heritage of conservation spans five generations.

This, I am told, is the first Congressional Gold Medal
Lo be awarded to a conservationist. Tt underscores the fact
that it honors not primarily an individual — but also
recognizes the environmental movement come of age.

Conservation has increasingly become a part of the
Nation's agenda over the past half century. It was not long
ago when concern for the land, air, and water was considered

important, but not as a high, priority.
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Now we know that concern for the enviromment and access
to parks and apen space is not frivolous or peripheral;
rather, it is central to the welfare of people — body, mind
and spirit,

In response to this now desp-felt public awareness, the
LUongress ror more than twe decades has enacted dramatic
savicumental leglslative achievements. You, Mr. President,

mors recently and importantly, have shown the Wct_y by your

”‘. V.’A'.,'._- . . ez w .

leadership in the new Clean Alr RAct, jour BUppoOrt for
increased Land and Water Conservation Fund, your goal 1'0
plant one billion trees a year for ten years, and other
inportant accomplishments.

But we cannot rest on our laurels. ?)Much remains to be
done. Environmental quality should be high on owur national
agenda, for we face new and urgent challenges around the
world.

In these times of budget austerity, we must seek, as
you have said, Mr. President, new and innoval ive ways to

involve the private sector.

.

(2]
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For example, in Woodstock, Vemmont, Mary and I are
working with Secretary of the Interior Injan and Nallonal

Porle Service Director Jim Ridenour in eembining publio-

/

pLivale resoutoes Lo creale Lhe Marsh Billings National
Historical Park. The Vermont Congressional delegaticn is
cocperating with us in a fully bi~partisén manner.

If Congress approves, the Park will interpret the
contributions of George Perkins Marsh and Mary's grandtitfier
Frecerick Billings, to the creation of a conséwation ethic
in America. It is our hope that the Park will become a

center for interpreting the evelution of such valuss.

Mr. President, I thamk you for adding S0 greatly to
today s event, and I thank ;}—19 Congress c;J; -the United States
ror making it possible. |

I accept the Congressional Gold Medal as eloquent
evidence of our long-temm commitment as a Nation to

conservation and a quality envirorment world-wide.

THANK YOU!

biidiiksiinin it

TOTAL P.82
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
g1 SEP 19 Pl 04

DATE: 9/19/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE 8Y: _MONDAY 9/23/91 11:00am
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CONGRESSIONAI. MEDAL CEREMONY FOR ROCKEFELLER
“.

ACTION FY] ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MCCLURE B O
SUNUNU o O PETERSMEYER ==
SCOWCROFT o a PORTER ,\//@ & O
DARMAN Vi, o o ROGICH ¥ O
BRADY o & smth /| p® o
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER a 0
cARs D
DEMAREST v C o O
FITZWATER o m m
| oAy o v’ O F o o
| Houpay Af /("/, v C _ o o
- |
REMARKS:

Please forward your comme?zs/ci‘i}gctly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 11:00 a.m.,/MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991
10:45 AM

[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizeﬁs. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. I believe that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and
example, they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden
national treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a youﬁg engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air~cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's Steve Jobs, one of the heroes of young
American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving pPriceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevafds a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmehtal quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
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suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. oOver the
years since then it has been my Pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #
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ACTION FY| ACTION  FYI
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R\EMARKS; T

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 11:00 a.m., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: 2

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991
10:45 aM

[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that yYoung Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. r‘be&égvé~that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and
example, they will feel ﬁﬁéﬁéx;itement of seeing a hidden
-rnational -treasure-come to-1light’

From his earliest Years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2

trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pPioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbea ame for a personal computer. I

4 Plopess
refer of course to Apple'stteve Jobs, one of the h;#aes of young
American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park Systen.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevafds a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. T have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
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3
suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beaufify our nation's capital. Over the

Lo LA

Years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand//.B\-(A ,,}.u
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful gg»*&gﬁﬁ
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has Lad
been emphatic in belieVIhg that our natural resources are for
both conservation ggg'use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.
Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
Years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.
Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how

you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ROCKEFELLER
THE WHITE HOUSE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1991

10:45 AM

[(Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. I believe that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and
example, they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden
national treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost



2
trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course tb Apple's Steve Jobs, one of the heroes of young
American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. Aas a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevards a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done‘tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
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suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how

you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.
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[Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recogﬁize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do'
not yet know as much as they should about him. I believe that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and
example, they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden
national treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some teéhnologiéal commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost
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trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's Steve Jobs, one of the heroes of young
American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilizétion. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevards a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Pafk, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city



3
suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracibus First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nétion's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeller's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthrppy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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[Names of dignitaries-to be recognized providedvlater]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on .a splendld
Amerlcan. Fewer than a hundred t1mes in our natlon S long
-hlstory has Congress - ordered a unlque gold medal - struck to honor-
' one of our c1t1zens. Thls is the flrst t1me Amerlca presents a'
'Congres51ona1 Gold Medal to recognlze a leader in natural
Aresources conservation and hlstorlc preservation.A

- We honor a lov1ng husband father and grandfather. We honor.

a qulet gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
'bAmerlcan civic virtue. |
| Laurance Rockefeller shles from the llmellght Though
Laurance s modesty ennobles h1m, I regret that young Americans do.
:not yet know as much as they should about hlm. I believe that as;t
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller s llfe and-
;;example, they w1ll feel the exc1tement of seeing a hldden
natlonal treasure come to 11ght l T

.From hlS earllest years Laurance Rockefeller ‘has comblned

; enthu51asm for conserv1ng our herltage w1th brllllant

‘entrepreneurlal talents. HlS 1mag1natlon and steadfast effort
have transformed some technologlcal commonplaces of our llves.'

.For Laurance Rockefeller is thlS Amerlcan century s foremost



.2'»'

trallblazer 1n the venture capltal bu51ness.. At the dawn of
commerc1a1 av1atlon, Laurance 1nvested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddle Rlckenbacker S dream 1nto a ploneerlng passenger
lalrllne. Then a young englneer in St. Louls named -James
:McDonnell had an 1dea for a jet flghter with an air- cooled
englne. Laurance prov1ded,"Mr. Mac"'w1th venture capital that
grew 1nto'one‘of3the WOrld's first and greatest aerospace
corpOrations._ Even our youngest generatlon w1ll recognlze a more
. recent trlumph of Laurance's venture capltal phllosophy Not |
many years ago, Laurance s partnershlp helped discover and 1aunch'.
- a young dreamer w1th an offbeat name for a- personal computer. Ai
:refer of course to- Apple s Steve Jobs, one of the heroes of young'_f
Amerlcan enterprlse. -

| If anything- surpasses Laurance s love for 1nnovatlon, it is
his pa551on for conserv1ng prlceless natural treasures and |
hlstorlc legac1es of our c1v1llzatlon. As a pollcy leader and '
phllanthroplst Laurance has enabled mllllons of Amerlcans toi
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park the Grand
Tetons of - Wyomlng, and the Pallsades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our c1ty ‘parks and

) bu11d1ngs and boulevards a spec1al kind of "great outdoors;" He
has done tremendous work for the env1ronmental quallty of New A

‘York Clty, notably 1n his efforts for Central Park the Bronx Zoo
. and the New York Aquarlum.j I have a _personal reason forA
'Agratltude to Laurance' When I first came to Washlngton as a

freshman congressman in the 19605, our great capltal city



3
suffered:fron a certain air of‘neglect . That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was ]olnlng our grac1ous Flrst Lady, Lady B1rd
.Johnson, in efforts to beautlfy our natlon s capltal. 0ver the )
years since then 1t has been my pleasure to w1tness flrsthand
) thelr magnlflcent work in maklng Washlngton truly a beautlful
world capltal In- all of his conservatlon efforts, Laurance has
- been emphatic in bellev1ng that our natural resources are. for
both conservatlon and use, they're the settlng in whlch people.
'can develop and strengthen their own humanlty |
Completlng the expan51ve scope of Laurance Rockefeller s

work 1s the compas51on and gener051ty he has shown over many
fyears as ‘a board member and benefactor of Memorlal Sloan-
: Ketterxng Cancer Center. Vlctorles .over once deadly forms of 3
cancer owe much to Laurance's’ phllanthropy

‘ Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you th1s medal .
because ‘your 11fe and work glve honor to- Amerlca. As long as
thls plece of gold gllstens may grateful Americans remember how
'you devoted mlnd and soul to labors of love for our country |

S
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 11:00 a.m., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

No comment. Thanks.

\in

Paul Korfonta
09/23/91 'MﬂLUPD.BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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September 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER (%7
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Congressional Medal

Ceremony for Rockefeller

We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. We approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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REMARKS: |

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 11:00 a.m., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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[(Names of dignitaries to be recognized provided later]

Today we gather to bestow a rare honor on a splendid
American. Fewer than a hundred times in our nation's long
history has Congress ordered a unique gold medal struck to honor
one of our citizens. This is the first time America presents a
Congressional Gold Medal to recognize a leader in natural
resources conservation and historic preservation.

We honor a loving husband, father and grandfather. We honor
a quiet, gentle man whose life and work sum up a century of
American civic virtue.

Laurance Rockefeller shies from the limelight. Though
Laurance's modesty ennobles him, I regret that young Americans do
not yet know as much as they should about him. I believe that as
our young people learn more about Laurance Rockefeller's life and
example, they will feel the excitement of seeing a hidden
national treasure come to light.

From his earliest years, Laurance Rockefeller has combined
enthusiasm for conserving our heritage with brilliant
entrepreneurial talents. His imagination and steadfast effort
have transformed some technological commonplaces of our lives.

For Laurance Rockefeller is this American century's foremost
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trailblazer in the venture capital business. At the dawn of
commercial aviation, Laurance invested the seed money that turned
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker's dream into a pPioneering passenger
airline. Then a young engineer in St. Louis named James
McDonnell had an idea for a jet fighter with an air-cooled
engine. Laurance provided "Mr. Mac" with venture capital that
grew into one of the world's first and greatest aerospace
corporations. Even our youngest generation will recognize a more
recent triumph of Laurance's venture capital philosophy. Not
many years ago, Laurance's partnership helped discover and launch
a young dreamer with an offbeat name for a personal computer. I
refer of course to Apple's Steve Jobs, one of the heroces of young
American enterprise.

If anything surpasses Laurance's love for innovation, it is
his passion for conserving priceless natural treasures and
historic legacies of our civilization. As a policy leader and
philanthropist, Laurance has enabled millions of Americans to
enjoy the beauty of the Virgin Islands National Park, the Grand
Tetons of Wyoming, and the Palisades Interstate Park System.

Laurance also has labored to make our city parks and
buildings and boulevafds a special kind of "great outdoors." He
has done tremendous work for the environmental quality of New
York City, notably in his efforts for Central Park, the Bronx Zoo
and the New York Aquarium. I have a personal reason for
gratitude to Laurance: When I first came to Washington as a

freshman congressman in the 1960s, our great capital city
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suffered from a certain air of neglect. That was when Laurance
Rockefeller was joining our gracious First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson, in efforts to beautify our nation's capital. Over the
years since then it has been my pleasure to witness firsthand
their magnificent work in making Washington truly a beautiful
world capital. 1In all of his conservation efforts, Laurance has
been emphatic in believing that our natural resources are for
both conservation and use; they're the setting in which people
can develop and strengthen their own humanity.

Completing the expansive scope of Laurance Rockefeiler's
work is the compassion and generosity he has shown over many
years as a board member and benefactor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. Victories over once deadly forms of
cancer owe much to Laurance's philanthropy.

Laurance, on behalf of Congress, I present you this medal
because your life and work give honor to America. As long as
this piece of gold glistens, may grateful Americans remember how
you devoted mind and soul to labors of love for our country.

# # #



