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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

JISEP23 B7: 00

September 23, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
TONY SNOW 77

FROM: DAN McGROARTY W/;

SUBJECT: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS REMARKS

On Wednesday, September 25 at 8 a.m., you will deliver
remarks to an audience of 850 at the Blue Ribbon Schools Program
Ceremony on the South Lawn. Sec. Alexander is expected to
attend. The audience is primarily composed of corporate
sponsors, students, administrators, faculty, and board members
from the 222 Blue Ribbon Schools.

Your remarks (approximately 12 minutes/cards) acknowledge
the achievements of the Blue Ribbon awardees, highlight several
schools, and discuss the merits of America 2000. The remarks
also restate the five education principles you laid out last
December.



McGroarty/Bunton
September 23, 1991
7:00 pm

[RIBBON]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M.

With apologies for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the White House. Here you are -- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon
Program who are here today -- and of course I'm pleased to
introduce to you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schooils
that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. // We've
bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine Years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today we host a record 32
two~-time winners. /

We meet at a moment when this Nation has embarked on a

crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call

America 2000, a revolution that will ready us to enter the new
world now on our horizon. //

As you know, right now the news for American education as a
whole is anything but good. Part of the necessary business of
reform is to shine a light into the dark corners of the system -

- focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people
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out of their complacency and show them we need change. / But

there's another part of the business of building better schools

across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work, and
the people that make them work -- the success stories, like each
one of the [222] schools here today. //

Last December -- with the world's attention rightly focused
on Desert Shield -- I laid out five principles to guide our
efforts to restructure and revitalize ouf schools. With the
state of our schools back in the national spotlight, those
principles bear repeating tocday. //

First, we've got to raise expectations -- hold our schools
and students to a higher level of achievement. Second, we must
decentralize authority -- clear some room for our feachers and
principals to do what they do best: make learning come alive.

Third, we need responsive schools -- customer-driven. And that

means school choice: If we want to create a climate for change,
let parents decide which school, public or private, is best for
their kids. Fourth, we must make certain our schools are market-
oriented: Competition works in the business world; it can spur
excellence in our schools. Fifth and finally, we must make sure
our schools are performance-based. We need to measure our
schools by real results -- by the students they produce rather

than the resources we pour in. OQuite simply, by what works.

Two years ago, I met with the Governors of your states at
the Education Summit in Charlottesville, Virginia. There, in the

shadow of Mr. Jefferson's University, we set in motion the
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process that identified six ambitious natioﬁal education goals to
prepare our children for the challenges a new century is destined
to bring.

We came away from Charlottesville with a solid consensus
that what matters most is results. // A few days from now, the
Governors and members of my Administration who together
constitute the National Education Goals Panel will tell us just
how far America needs to go to reach our goals for the year 2000.
We already Kknow the bad news: this new National Report card
isn't going to be one we want to post on our refrigerators. The
point is, it's a place to start: finding out where we stand is

the first step towards moving forward. //

For a long time -- too long -- we spent our time and energy

talking about reform rather than taking action. That's changing

now. / We're charting a new course for this Nation's schools.

In that effort, your schools are the pioneers -- the ones blazing
a trail the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're
looking for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for
today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When
you come from as far away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's
East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn

Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s

own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High -- you see at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. //
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[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've started so early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd period.1] //

Some schools here today mirror the communities they come
from. Their successes reflect years of love, interest and just
plain hard work from communities that care. Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of
cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools are
islands of calm in the midst of chaos. //

That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for

the one school that works for everyone -- but there is a Blue

Ribbon for every school that works best. //

Take Genesis -- an alternative school for kids with special

needs in Kansas City, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program
back in the mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the private sector -- from national organizations like
the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the
kids who have fallen through the cracks: the drop outs, the teen
mothers -- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginning -- a second chance that gives them their best shot
at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,

serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from America's
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major cities to our smallest towns. Each one of you represents
the tip of the iceberg -- the collective accomplishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities
you come from.

Consider one of the smallest schools here today, Craftsbury
Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
country, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that
community from giving its children every possible opportunity to
learn. / I think it says something about Craftsbury that when
the teachers voted to send someone to today's ceremony, they sent
a parent. |/ Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
whose four kids go there now -- please accept our thanks for all
the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. //

So today, your shining example must spark the revolution in
American education -- spur reforms that will literally re-invent
the American school. Each of your schools is well on the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging
the best minds and big thinkers out there to help us create a new
generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
running in every Congressional district across America by the
year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the
crusade -- become an America 2000 Community. And I'm proud to
tell you that, so far, [x] states and [¥XX] communities are

already part of the great and growing America 2000 Community. I
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assure you: there is room for every state, city and town across
this country.

We've got to start now -- improve those schools that lag
behind, and make our best schools better still. / We won't
write anyone off -- we won't waste time wringing our hands about
the fact that the year 2000 is little more than eight years away.
Look at it from a _child's point of view: eight years is a
lifetime of learning. Let's spend the time between now and the
year 2000 opening a whole new world of possibility for our
children. //

That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year
2000. One community at a time, one school at a time —- one

student at a time: for the sake of our future, we will win this

new American revolution. //

Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your Blue Ribbons, please share my thanks with everyone who
makes your schools so successful. Thank You -- and may God bless
the United States of America.

# # #



BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991

SHERATON HOTEL

12:00 P.M.

I KNOW ALL OF YOU WERE DISAPPOINTED BY THE WEATHER
TODAY. WE'D PLANNED ON HOSTING ALL 800 OF YOU ON THE
WHITE HOUSE LAWN -- AND HERE I'M THE ONE WHO ENDED UP
MAKING THE FIELD TRIP. //

LET ME RECOGNIZE THE MANY CORPORATE CONTRIBUTORS TO
THE BLUE RIBBON PROGRAM WHO ARE HERE TODAY -- AND OF
COURSE I'M PLEASED TO INTRODUCE TO YOU OUR FIRST-RATE
- SECRETARY OF -EDUCATION, LAMAR ALEXANDER. //]

BARBARA AND I ARE DELIGHTED TO RECOGNIZE THE
SCHOOLS THAT REPRESENT THIS NATION'S BLUE RIBBON BEST.
// WE'VE BESTOWED BLUE RIBBONS NOW FOR NINE YEARS.
SOME OF YOUR SCHOOLS ARE NO STRANGERS TO THE WINNER'S
CIRCLE: TODAY WE HOST A RECORD 32 TWO-TIME WINNERS. /

WE MEET AT A MOMENT WHEN THIS NATION HAS EMBARKED
ON A CRUSADE FOR REAL REFORM IN QUR SCHOOLS -- A
CRUSADE WE CALL AMERICA 2000, A REVOLUTION THAT WILL
READY US TO ENTER THE NEW WORLD NOW ON OUR HORIZON. //



AS YOU KNOW, RIGHT NOW THE NEWS FOR AMERICAN
EDUCATION AS A WHOLE IS ANYTHING BUT GOOD. PART OF THE
NECESSARY BUSINESS OF REFORM IS TO SHINE A LIGHT INTO
THE DARK CORNERS OF THE SYSTEM -- FOCUS ON THE SCHOOLS
THAT AREN'T MAKING THE GRADE; SHAKE PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR
COMPLACENCY AND SHOW THEM WE NEED CHANGE. / BUT
THERE'S ANOTHER PART OF THE BUSINESS OF BUILDING BETTER
SCHOOLS ACROSS AMERICA: SHINING THE SPOTLIGHT ON
- SCHOOLS THAT WORK, AND THE PEOPLE THAT MAKE THEM WORK
-- THE SUCCESS STORIES, LIKE EACH ONE OF THE 222
SCHOOLS HERE TODAY. //

LAST DECEMBER -- WITH THE WORLD'S ATTENTION RIGHTLY
FOCUSED ON DESERT SHIELD -- I LAID OUT FIVE PRINCIPLES
TO GUIDE OUR EFFORTS TO RESTRUCTURE AND REVITALIZE OUR
SCHOOLS. WITH THE STATE OF OUR SCHOOLS BACK IN THE
NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT, THOSE PRINCIPLES BEAR REPEATING
TODAY. //



EIRST, WE'VE GOT TO RAISE EXPECTATIONS -- HOLD OUR
SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO A HIGHER LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT.
SECOND, WE MUST DECENTRALIZE AUTHORITY -- CLEAR SOME
ROOM FOR OUR TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS TO DO WHAT THEY DO
BEST: MAKE LEARNING COME ALIVE. THIRD, WE NEED
RESPONSIVE SCHOOLS -- CUSTOMER-DRIVEN. AND THAT MEANS
SCHOOL CHOICE: IF WE WANT TO CREATE A CLIMATE FOR
CHANGE, LET PARENTS DECIDE WHICH SCHOOL, PUBLIC OR
- PRIVATE, IS BEST FOR THEIR KIDS. FOURTH, WE MUST MAKE
CERTAIN OUR SCHOOLS ARE MARKET-ORIENTED: COMPETITION
WORKS IN THE BUSINESS WORLD; IT CAN SPUR EXCELLENCE IN
OUR SCHOOLS. FIFTH AND FINALLY, WE MUST MAKE SURE OUR
SCHOOLS ARE PERFORMANCE-BASED. WE NEED TO MEASURE OUR
SCHOOLS BY REAL RESULTS -- BY THE STUDENTS THEY PRODUCE
RATHER THAN THE RESOURCES WE POUR IN. QUITE SIMPLY, BY
WHAT WORKS.




TWO YEARS AGO, I MET WITH THE GOVERNORS OF YOUR
STATES AT THE EDUCATION SUMMIT IN CHARLOTTESVILLE,
VIRGINIA. THERE, IN THE SHADOW OF MR. JEFFERSON'S
UNIVERSITY, WE SET IN MOTION THE PROCESS THAT
IDENTIFIED SIX AMBITIOUS NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS TO
PREPARE OUR CHILDREN FOR THE CHALLENGES A NEW CENTURY
IS DESTINED TO BRING.

WE CAME AWAY FROM CHARLOTTESVILLE WITH A SOLID
CONSENSUS THAT WHAT MATTERS MOST IS RESULTS. // A FEW
DAYS FROM NOW, THE GOVERNORS AND MEMBERS OF MY
ADMINISTRATION WHO TOGETHER CONSTITUTE THE NATiONAL
EDUCATION GOALS PANEL WILL TELL US JUST HOW FAR AMERICA
NEEDS TO GO TO REACH OUR GOALS FOR THE YEAR 2000. WE
ALREADY KNOW THE BAD NEWS: THIS NEW "NATIONAL REPORT
CARD" ISN'T GOING TO BE ONE WE WANT TO POST ON OUR
REFRIGERATORS. THE POINT IS, IT'S A PLACE TO START:
FINDING OUT WHERE WE STAND IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS
MOVING FORWARD. //




FOR A LONG TIME -- TOO LONG -- WE SPENT OUR TIME
AND ENERGY TALKING ABOUT REFORM RATHER THAN TAKING
ACTION. THAT'S CHANGING NOW. / WE'RE CHARTING A NEW
COURSE FOR THIS NATION'S SCHOOLS. 1IN THAT EFFORT, YOUR
SCHOOLS ARE THE PIONEERS -- THE ONES BLAZING A TRAIL
THE REST WILL FOLLOW. THE LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT WE'RE
LOOKING FOR IN THE YEAR 2000 ARE THE GOALS YOU'RE
SHOOTING FOR TODAY. //

WE HERE IN WASHINGTON CAN LEND A HAND, BUT THE REAL
REVOLUTION TAKES PLACE IN THE COMMUNITIES YOU CALL
HOME. WHEN YOU COME FROM AS FAR AWAY AS KALAHEQ HIGH
IN HAWATII, ALASKA'S EAST ANCHORAGE HIGH SCHOOL OR HAHN
AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL ON HAHN AIR FORCE BASE IN GERMANY
-- OR AS NEAR TO THIS HOUSE AS D.C.'S OWN BENJAMIN
BANNEKER AND HINE JUNIOR HIGH -- YOU SEE AT A GLANCE
THAT EACH SCHOOL TRAVELS ITS OWN PATH TO EXCELLENCE.

/1



[[ONE SAD NOTE FOR THE KIDS HERE WHO MADE THE SHORT
TRIP HERE FROM BANNEKER AND HINE: IT LOOKS LIKE YQU'LL
BE BACK IN CLASS BY 7TH PERIOD.11 //

SOME SCHOOLS HERE TODAY MIRROR THE COMMUNITIES THEY
COME FROM. THEIR SUCCESSES REFLECT YEARS OF LOVE,
INTEREST AND JUST PLAIN HARD WORK FROM COMMUNITIES THAT
CARE. SOME OF THE SCHOOLS REPRESENTED HERE TODAY
- TRIUMPHED AGAINST ALL ODDS -- IN SPITE OF CRUEL
SURROUNDINGS. FOR THEIR STUDENTS, THESE SCHOOLS ARE
ISLANDS OF CALM IN THE MIDST OF CHAOS. //.

THAT DRIVES HOME TODAY'S LESSON: THERE'S NO
BLUEPRINT FOR THE ONE SCHOOL THAT WORKS FOR EVERYONE
-- BUT THERE IS A BLUE RIBBON FOR EVERY SCHOOL THAT
WORKS BEST. //




TAKE GENESIS -- AN ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL FOR KIDS WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS IN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. GENESIS BEGAN
AS A VISTA PROGRAM BACK IN THE MID-70'S. TODAY, THE
VAST MAJORITY OF ITS FUNDS COME FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR
-- FROM NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UNITED WAY,
DOWN TO LOCAL BUSINESSES. GENESIS SERVES THE KIDS WHO
HAVE FALLEN THROUGH THE CRACKS: THE DROP OUTS, THE
TEEN MOTHERS -- CHILDREN COPING WITH BROKEN HOMES AND
- SHATTERED HOPES. IT TURNS AROUND TWO-THIRDS OF THE
TROUBLED KIDS THAT COME THROUGH ITS DOORS, PREPARES
THEM TO GO BACK TO THEIR OLD SCHOOLS, OR GO ON TO GET A
G.E.D. / FOR THESE STUDENTS, GENESIS IS LITERALLY A
NEW BEGINNING -~ A SECOND CHANCE THAT GIVES THEM THEIR
BEST SHOT AT A PROMISING FUTURE. ///

THE SCHOOLS WE HONOR TODAY COME IN ALL SHAPES AND
SIZES, SERVE STUDENTS OF ALL RACES, CREEDS AND COLORS,
FROM AMERICA'S MAJOR CITIES TO OUR SMALLEST TOWNS.

EACH ONE OF YOU REPRESENTS THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG --
THE COLLECTIVE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF TEACHERS AND STUDENTS,
PRINCIPALS, PARENTS AND THE COMMUNITIES YOU COME FROM.



CONSIDER ONE OF THE SMALLEST SCHOOLS HERE TODAY,
CRAFTSBURY ACADEMY -- A 180-STUDENT PUBLIC SCHOOL IN
THE VERMONT FARM COUNTRY, IN A TOWN CALLED CRAFTSBURY
COMMON. TIMES ARE TOUGH IN CRAFTSBURY, BUT ECONOMIC
DIFFICULTIES HAVEN'T STOPPED THAT COMMUNITY FROM GIVING
ITS CHILDREN EVERY POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN. / I
THINK IT SAYS SOMETHING ABOUT CRAFTSBURY THAT WHEN THE
TEACHERS VOTED TO SEND SOMEONE TO TODAY'S CEREMONY,
THEY SENT A PARENT. / GARY HOUSTON -- A PAST GRADUATE
OF CRAFTSBURY, WHOSE FOUR KIDS GO THERE NOW -- PLEASE
ACCEPT OUR THANKS FOR ALL THE MOMS AND DADS WHO
UNDERSTAND WHAT POWERFUL TEACHERS PARENTS CAN BE. //




SO TODAY, YOUR SHINING EXAMPLE MUST SPARK THE
REVOLUTION IN AMERICAN EDUCATION -- SPUR REFORMS THAT
WILL LITERALLY RE-INVENT THE AMERICAN SCHOOL. EACH OF
YOUR SCHOOLS IS WELL ON THE WAY TO WHERE ALL OF US MUST
BE. WE'LL REACH OUR GOALS BY CHALLENGING THE BEST
MINDS AND BIG THINKERS OUT THERE TO HELP US CREATE A
NEW GENERATION OF AMERICAN SCHOOLS -- AND HAVE THESE
SCHOOLS UP AND RUNNING IN EVERY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
ACROSS AMERICA BY THE YEAR 1996. BY CHALLENGING EVERY
CITY AND TOWN TO JOIN THE CRUSADE -- BECOME AN AMERICA
2000 COMMUNITY. AND I'M PROUD TO TELL YOU THAT, SO
FAR, 9 STATES, AND 1 TERRITORY ARE ALREADY PART OF THE
GREAT AND GROWING AMERICA 2000 COMMUNITY. I ASSURE
YOU: THERE IS ROOM FOR EVERY STATE, CITY AND TOWN
ACROSS THIS COUNTRY.
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WE'VE GOT TO START NOW -- IMPROVE THOSE SCHOOLS
THAT LAG BEHIND, AND MAKE OUR BEST SCHOOLS BETTER
STILL. / WE WON'T WRITE ANYONE OFF -- WE WON'T WASTE -
TIME WRINGING OUR HANDS ABOUT THE FACT THAT THE YEAR
2000 IS LITTLE MORE THAN EIGHT YEARS AWAY. LOOK AT IT
FROM A_CHILD'S POINT OF VIEW: EIGHT YEARS IS A
LIFETIME OF LEARNING. LET'S SPEND THE TIME BETWEEN NOW
AND THE YEAR 2000 OPENING A WHOLE NEW WORLD OF
- POSSIBILITY FOR OUR CHILDREN. //

THAT'S THE SPIRIT THAT WILL GET US TO OUR GOALS FOR
THE YEAR 2000. ONE COMMUNITY AT A TIME, ONE SCHOOL AT
A TIME -- ONE STUDENT AT A TIME: FOR THE SAKE OF OUR
FUTURE, WE WILL WIN THIS NEW AMERICAN REVOLUTION. //

ONCE AGAIN, CONGRATULATIONS. WHEN YOU GET HOME
WITH YOUR BLUE RIBBONS, PLEASE SHARE MY THANKS WITH
EVERYONE WHO MAKES YOUR SCHOOLS SO SUCCESSFUL. THANK
YOU -- AND MAY GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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McGroarty/Bunton
September 19, 1991
2:30 pm

11 SEP 19 pS: 30 [RIBBON]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M.

With apologies for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the White House. Here you are -- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon
Program who are here today -- and of course I'm pleased to
introduce to you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schools

that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. [/ We've

bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today we host a record 32
two-time winners. [/

We meet at a moment when this Nation has embarked on a
crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call
America 2000, a revolution that will ready us to enter a new
century capable of meeting its challenges. // |

As you know, right now the news for American education as a

whole is anything but good. Part of the necessary business of
reform is to shine a light into the dark corners of the system -

- focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people
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out of their complacency and show them we need change. / But
there's another part of tﬁe business of building better schools
across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work --
the success stories, like each one of the 222 schools here today.
//

Your schools are the pioneers -- the ones'blazing a trail
the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're looking
for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When
you come from as far away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's
East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn
Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s
own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High -- you see at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. [/

[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've started so early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd period.]] // °

Some schools here today mirror the‘communities they come
from. Their successes reflect years of love, interest and
attention from communities that car Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of
cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. [/
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That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for
the one school that works for everyone -- but there is a Blue

Ribbon for every school that works best. //

Take Genesis —-- an alternative school for kids with special
needs in Kansas City, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program
back in the mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the private sector -- from national organizations like
the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the
kids who have fallen through the cracks: the drop outs, the teen
mothers =-- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginning -- a second chance that gives them théir best shot
at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,
serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from America's
major cities to our smallest towns. Each one 6f you represents
the tip of the iceberg -- the collective accomplishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities

you come from.

Consider one of the smallest schools here today, Craftsbury

Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
éountry, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that

community from giving its children every possible opportunity to
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learn. / I think it says something about Craftsbury that when
the teachers voted to send someone tq today's ceremony, they sent
a parent. |/ Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
whose four kids go there now -- please accept our thanks for all
the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. [/

So today, your shining example must spark the revolution in
American education -- spur reforms that will literally re-invent
the American school. Each of your schools are well on the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging
the best minds and big thinkers out there to help us create a new
generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
running in every Congressional district across America by the
year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the
crusade -- become an America 2000 Community. By beginning now to
make our bad schools become good, and our best schools better
still.

We won't write anyone off -- we won't waste time wringing
our hands about the fact that the year 2000 is little more than
eight years away. Look at it from a child's point of view:
eight years is a lifetime of learning. Let's spend the time
between now and the year 2000 opening a whole new world of
possibility for our children. [/

That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year
2000. One school at a time -- one student at a time: for the

sake of our future, we will win this new American revolution. //
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Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your Blue Ribbons, please share my thanks with everyone who

makes‘your schools so successful. Thank you -- and may God bless

the United States of America.

# # #



20 September 1991
6:20 p.m.

MEMORANDUM FOR DAN McCGROARTY

FROM: JEANNIE BUN'foéK)

/ : ‘,
SUBJECT: TODAY'S 4 P.M. MEETING @W@ SCHRL/ Bt razzsﬂcv

________________________________________________ - —————————————

Barrie Tron wants me to get the skinny on Alice Deal.

The Group wants to use the Blue Ribbon Schools speech to lead-up
to the Back to School and the Disney POL event (at which they
want inserts about America 2000) and the results of the National
Education Goals panel study (to be released qjﬁhe 30th).

They stressed wanting inserts for the six national goals and the
report. They want to mention the number of America 2000 schools
(communities) and they want the number updated in each of POTUS'
speeches form now to eternity (or the year 2000). They hated the
get back td’ school in time for third period joke. Want it
punted.

The language for the inserts (from Rae Nelson) is attached. You
will note my pencil marks.

I would like to discuss the meeting in more detail when you get a
moment.
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/
/ need to do to get our kids prepared for the next century.

%Nw&z)x\

Insert, top of page 2

Last December I laid out five principles for the kind of change
we need -- principles that must guide our efforts to
restructure and revitalize our schools. As sometimes happens,
they were overshadowed by international events. But they are

so important that I want to stress them again today.

First -- high expectations, we've got to raise our sights --
for what our students and our schools can accomplish.

Secondly, we've got to decentralize authority, allow our
teachers and principals to do what they can do best -- make
learning come alive. Third, we need responsive schools --
customer-driven. And as we see happening around:the world, the
best way to make institutions responsive is to give people
choice. Parents must be empowered to choose the public or
private school that is best for their kids. Fourth, we need to
ensure our schools are market-oriented. Competition works in
the business arena -- and it can spur excellence in our
schools. Fifth, and finally, we need to make sure the yard-

stick we use to measure our achievement is performance-based.

When the Governors and I met almost two years ago to the day in
Charlottesville, Virginia, we reached a consensus on one thing:;
what matters is résults -- the learning achievement of each and
every one of you and of every American child. [:Epd we set six

national education goals so we can start looking at how far we



You know, we have a general sense that our education system is
simply not making'the grade. And we'll have a more complete
picture next wz;; when a.gfoup of Governors and Administration
O Npttinad gpueation. Gav's Fapel)

officials report to American citizens on how far we need to go
to reach our national education goals for the year 2000. It is j%;
not going to be good news. But the American people are

stockholders in our education system -- and tggijdeserve to

know what we are getting. And when they have the information,

I am confident that will take action and be catalysts for ”"l

positive change.

So my five principles -- high expectations, decentralized
authority, schools that are responsive, market-oriented, and
performance-based -- can guide our efforts as we strive to
reinvent American education community by community, school by

school.

Your schools are the pioneers ...
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M.

With apologies for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the White House. Here you are -- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon
Program who are here today -- and of course I'm pleased to
introduce to you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schools

that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. // We've

bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today we host a record 32
two-time winners. /
We meet at a moment when this Nation has embarked on a
improvewext (0CA)

crusade for real xeform in our schools -- a crusade we call 3 a

America 2000, a revolution that will ready

us to enter a new G
century capable of meeting its challenges.’ ,2; :g

As you know, right now the news for American education as a

whole is anything but good. Part of the necessary business of

reform is-f, ine a +eh into e—da O = o o rateam

O on_ _t¥he sechoo ha aren! m 1 na he -arade.* . o a

ns5esS wheve we ave —_ sep wheve cka-ugts nqi
.{Q &Q M&&e 5MA C\'tn—i-t A OiHOSF‘ICFC ‘él- c‘uu,gﬁe_

( EMA‘\°\>



/ But
there's another part of the business of building better schools

A
across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work,--l» k.
o

the success stories, like each one of th<:€22 ;chools here today. »

// Vckzck His @—' . 1) = ¢ gd iﬁ&_)

Your schools are the pioneers -- the ones blazing a trail

the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're looking (ﬁﬁoxli

/—
for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for y //\pkﬁk*Lﬂ
e
We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real .
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When

p vcf;ou come from as far away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's
C,
&’A East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn

e}ﬁﬁﬁyB Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s
= own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High -- you see at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. //

— [[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've started so early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd period.]] //

' Some schools here today mirror the communities they come
from Their successes reflect years of love, interest and

et s o

aEtention from communities that careg. Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of

L{'&\ (\\—(-‘—

@=ed surroundings. For their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. //
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That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for COC/Q>

the one school that works for everyone -- but t 1s a Blue
Bu ood scheels 6#&&6
Ribbon for every school that works best. 9°Mw€- Ce‘““dbv~ -
/1 -f—ka_-(» oS ‘HA.& CL%SMF \©
Take Genesis -- an alternative school for kids with special
nacts, wJ
needs in Kansas City, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program. Awéria

ase® |
back in the mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds -(kL 6“§1C&-

come from the private sector -- from national organizations likegw. ¢5{>

g
a‘L 6;~.

kids who have fallen through the cracks: the drop outs, the teen r’ﬁ:""\ )

the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the

mothers -- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginning -- a second chance that gives them their best shot
at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,
serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from America's
major cities to our smallest towns. Each one of you represents
the tip of the iceberg -- the collective accomplishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities
you come from.

Consider one of the smallest schools here today, Craftsbury
Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
country, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that

community from giving its children every possible opportunity to



Ove- <t
& oY
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learn. / I think it says something about Craftsbury that when
the teachers voted to send someone to today's ceremony, they sent

a parent. |/ Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,

whose four kids go there now -- please accept our thanks for all
the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. //

So today, your shining example must spark the revolution in
American education -- spur reforms that will literally re-invent

: (Edwcation)

the American school. Each of your schools axe well on the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging

the best minds and big thinkers out there to help us create a new

generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and

[ chucatter

running in every Congressional district across America by the .

year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the

(;“A»Ae 4
3 hded)

-y
(4

crusade -- become an America 2000 Communityjrig; beginning now to

. charge ARese schoels whicdk axe |a SWE belond and

Still, 4o wake cur best schesls better” sl ( Cducation)
We won't write anyone off -- we won't waste time wringing

our hands about the fact that the year 2000 is little more than

eight years away. Look at it from a child's point of view:

eight years is a lifetime of learning. Let's spend the time

(EA&a&ﬁoﬁ)
between now and the year 2000 opening a whole new world of

. and ol Awericauns vtgar&biﬁs J{Taqyt.
possibility for our childrens //

it

L ]

y 7 That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year
ol

2000. +@me school at a time -- one student at a time: for the

sake of our future, we will win this new American revolution. //
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Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your Blue Ribbons, Please share my thanks with everyone who
makes your schools so successful. Thank you -- and may God bless

the United States of America.

# # #
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effect the planning 3ng follow-thpdfligh that every AMERICA 2000
Community will need.

Most of all, it will

communities, theirhomes—as hel
leaders, as ding shareholders of Oug schools—to make the
AMERIC& 2000 education strategy work—%q make this Jand ali :
that itghould be.

AMERICA 2089

An AMERICA 2660 Community

1. Adopts the six national goals for itself.

2. Sets a community strategy for achieving
them.

3, Develops a report card to measure results.

4., Agrees to create and support a New
American School,

—— e

AMERICA 200034




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR SPEECHWRITERS' OFFICE

FROM: CHESTER PAUE BEACH,‘gﬁ.
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks - Blue Ribbon Schools
Ceremony

The proposed remarks for the Blue Ribbon Schools Ceremony
have been reviewed as requested.

Upon review, we concur in the proposed remarks, with the
minor suggested changes to the last paragraph on page 2 marked on
the attached copy of the draft. As drafted, the paragraph could
be misconstrued to imply a distinction between "communities that
care" and -- though it was not stated -- "communities that
don't." This would be an unnecessarily harsh distinction. The
suggested changes are meant to preserve the positive point about
schools which triumph over their surroundings, while minimizing
the risk of misinterpretation.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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out of their complacency and show them we need change. / But

there's another part of the business of building better schools
across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work --
the success stories, like each one of the 222 schools here today.
//

Your schools are the pioneers -- the ones blazing a trail
the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're looking
for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When

you come from as far away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's

East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn

Air Force Base in Germany =-- or as near to this House as D.C.'s

own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High -- you see at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. //

[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've started so early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd period.]] //

Some schools here today mirrer—the-—ecommunities—they-come-
from~——Fheir-suceesses reflect years of love, interest and

attention from communities tha%—eareﬁT’ Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of

cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. //
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
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18:00 A.M.

Wlth apologles for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the Whlte House. Here you are -- the
'ultlmate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements. Let me
recognlze the many corporate contrlbutors to- the Blue Rlbbon
Program who are here today == and of course I'm pleased to

- 1ntroduce to you our flrst-rate Secretary of Educatlon, Lamar
'Alexander.’ //] | ‘

I'm dellghted to start the day by recogn1z1ng the schools
that represent this Natlon s Blue Ribbon best. // We! ve
bestowed Blue Rlbbons now for nlne years.'ASome of your schools
.are no strangers to thlS ceremony' today we.host.a record 32 .
two-tlme w1nners. /

We’meet'at a moment when this'ﬁation has embarked on a

crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call

_ Amerlca 2000, a revolutlon that w1ll ready us to enter a new
4 century capable of meetlng its challenges.» //
As you know, rlght now the news for American education‘as'a

whole 1s anythlng but dgo Part of the necessary bu51ness of
: reform is to shlne a 11ght 1nto the dark corners of the system -

- focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people



Y |
out of their comolacency and show:them we need change. / But
thére's another part of the business of building better schools

jacross.AmeriCa: shining the spotlight on schools that wbrk -

the success storles,‘llke each one of the 222 schools here today.
‘ // . | \
_Your'schools.are the pioneers - the ones'blazing a trail.
" the rest Will follow. The levels of achlevement we re looking
for 1n the year 2000 are the goals you re shootlng for __;_y //
‘We here in Washlngton can lend a hand but the real

revolutlon takes place in the communltles you call home. When
. you come from as far away as Kalaheo ngh 1n Hawa11, Alaska s ‘
| East Anchorage ngh School or Hahn ‘American ngh School on Hahn -
A1r Force Base 1n Germany -- or as near to thlS House as D C.
own Benijamin Bahneker and Hine Junlor High -- you see at a glance
'_ that each‘school.travels'its own path toiexcellence; //
[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip'
_ here from Banneker and'ﬁine:_ we've started so early, it looks
"like you'll be_back'in class by 3rd>neriod.]] !/l

' 'Some schools here today mirror- the communitieshthey come

~ from. Their successes reéflect years of love, interest and

e g~

‘Aattentlon from communltles that(cares._ Some of the schools

' represented here today tr;umphed.agalnst all odds -- in spite of
“cruel surroundings. For their students,'these schools_are‘

~ islands of calm in the midst of chaos. [/
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That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for

the-one school that works for everyone -- but there is a Blue

Ribbon for~everv.school that works best"'//

Take Genes1s -= an alternative school for kids w1th spec1al
" needs 1n Kansas City, Missouri. ~ Genesis began as.a VISTA. program
'back 1n the m1d-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the prlvate sector -- from national organizations like
- the United Way,.down to local businesses. Genesis serves’ the
kids-mho have fallen through the cracks:; the drop outs,'the teeni‘
fmothers - children coplng w1th broken homes and shattered hopes.
. th turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through'
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
.on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genes1s 1s llterally a
new beginning --. a second chance that gives them the1r best shot
at a prom1s1ng future. /// .

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,

serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from America's .

major cities to our smallest‘towns. Each one of‘you represents S

the tip of the:iceberg -- the collective accomplishment of
Hteachers and students, principals, parents and-the communities
“you come from. H | | _

| Consider one of the smallest schoolsehere today,_Craftsbury
Academx -- a 180-student public_school.in'the‘Vermont farm
country, in a town called.Craftsbury COmmon. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic dlfficulties haven't stopped that

.community from giVing its children every pos51b1e opportunity to
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1earn; l/. I think it says somethlng about Craftsbury that when

" the teachers voted to send someone to today's ceremony, thez sent -
. parent. / Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
-whose four kids. go there now - please accept our thanks for all
the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can»be.‘ // | - . |

sd today, ybﬁr shining example must spark,the‘revolution in'

American education -- spur reforms that will literall& re-invent‘
the American school. -Each of your schools are well on the way to

Where all of us must be.“ We'll reach our goals by challenging

’-.the best mrnds ‘and” big thinkers out there to help us create a newf'

generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
Irunning in every Congre551onal dlstrict across America by the
- year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the
crusade -- become an America 2000 Community. _By"beginning now to
: make_our'bad.schoolS'become‘good,'and our best schools better
stiil. |

We won't write anyonexoff {4 we won't waste time wringing
our hands:about the fact that the‘year 2006 is little more than;
eight-years away. Look at it from a child's point of view: |
eight years is a lifetime of learning.' Let's-spend‘the time
.between now and the year 2000 opening a whole new world of
_poss1b111ty for our children. // o

That's the Splrlt that will get us to our goals for the year
- 2000. One school at’ a_time —-- one student at a time: for the

‘'sake of our future, we will win this new American revolution. 1/



5 .
Once,again,_Weledme to the Whiﬁe House. When yeu éet home
with. your Blue Rlbbons, please share my thanks with everyone who
makes your schools so successful. Thank you -- and may God bLess

the-Unlted StateS’of America.

# o #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M. ’

With apologies for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the White House. Here you are -- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon
Program who are here today -- and of course I'm pleased to
introduce to you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schools

that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. [/ We've

bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today.we host a record 32
two-time winners. /
| We meet at a moment when this Nation has embarked on a
crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call
America 2000, a revolution that will ready us to enter a new
century capable of meeting its challenges. //

As you know, right now the news for American education as a
whole is anything but good. Part of the necessary business of
reform is to shine a light into the dark corners of.the system -

- focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people
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out of their complacency and show them welneed change. / But
there's another part of the business of building better schools
across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work =--
the success stories, like each one of the 222 schools here today.
//

Your schools are the pioneers =-- the ones blazing a trail
the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're looking
for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When
you come from as far away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's

East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn

Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s

own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High -- you see at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. //

[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've started so early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd period.]] //

Some schools here today mirror the communities they come
from. Their successes reflect years of love, interest and
attention from communities that caneg. Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of
cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. [/
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That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for
the one school that works for everyone -- but there is a Blue
Ribbon for every school that works best. //

Take Genesis -- an alternative school for- kids with special
needs in Kansas City, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program
back in the mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the private sector -- from national organizations like
the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the
kids who havé fallen through the cracks: the drop outs, the teen
mothers -- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginning -- a second chance that gives them théir best shot
at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,
serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from America's
major cities to our smallest towns. Each one of you represents
the tip of the iceberg -- the collective accomplishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities
you come from.

Consider one of the'smallest schools here today, Craftsbury
Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
country, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that

community from giving its children every possible opportunity to
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learn. [/ I thiﬁk it says something about Craftsbury that when
the teachers voted to send someone to today's ceremony, they sent

| Pleare stend -~
a_parent. / Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
whose four kids go there now -- please accept our thanks for all
the moms and daé;’who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. //

So today, ybur shining example must spark the revolution in
American education -- spur reforms that will literally re-invent
the American school. Each of your schools are well on the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging
the best minds and big thinkers out there to help us create a new
generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
running in every Congressional district across America by the
year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the
crusade -- become an America 2000 Community. By beginning now to
make our bad schools become good, and Qur best schools better
still. |

We won't write anyone off -- we won't waste time wringing
our hands about the fact that the year 2000 is little more than
eight years away. Look at it from a child's point of view:

eight years is a lifetime of learning. Let's spend the time
'between now and the year 2000 opening a whole new world of
possibility for our children. //

That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year

2000. One school at a time -- one student at a time: for the

sake of our future, we will win this new American revolution. //
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Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your Blue Ribbons, please share my thanks with everyone who
makes your. schools so successful. Thank you -- and may God bless

the United States of America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
. SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M.

With apologies for the_eéély hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the'White House. Here you are -- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon
Program who are here today -- and of course I'm pleased to
introduce to you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schools
that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. // We've
bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today we host a record 32
two-time winners. /

We meet at a moment when this‘Nation has embarked on a
crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call
America 2000, a revolution that will ready us to enter a new
century capable of meeting its challenges. //

As you know, right now the news for American education as a

whole is anything but good. Part of the neceésary business of -

reform is to shine a light into the dark corners of the system -

- focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people



-—

2

out of their complacency and show them we need change. / But

there's another part of the business of building better schools
across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work --
the éuccess storiés, like each one of the 222 schools here today.
/1

Your schools are the pioneers -- the ones blazing a trail
the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're looking
for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hahd, but the real
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When
you come from as far away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's'
East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn
Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s
own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High -- you seée at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. //

[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker aﬁd Hine: we've started so early, it 1ooks-
like yoﬁ'll be back in class by 3rd period.]] //

Some 'schools here today mirror the communities they come
from. Thgir successes reflect years of love, interest and
attention. from communities that cares. Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of
cruel surroundings. For'their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. //
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That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for
the one school that works for everyone -- but there is a Blue

Ribbon for every school that works best. //

Take Genesis -- an alternative school for kids with special
needs in Kansas>city, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program
back in the mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the private sector -- from national organizations like
the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the
kids who have fallen through the cracks: the dfop outs, the teen
mothers -- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginning -- a second chance that gives them their best shot
at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,
serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from America's
major cities to our smallest towns. Each one of you represents
the tip of the iceberg -- the collective accompiishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities
you come from.

Consider one of the smallest schools here today, Craftsbury
Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
country, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that

community from giving its children every possible opportunity to
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learn. / I think it says something about Craftsbury that when
the teachers voted to send someone to today's ceremony, they sent
a parent. / Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
whose four kids go there now -- please accept our thanks for all
the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. //

So today, your shining example must spark the revolution in
American education -- spur reforms that will. literally re-invent
the American school. Each of your schools are well on the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging
the best minds and big thinkers out there to hélp us create a new
generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
running in every Congressional district across America by the
year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the
crusade -- become an America 2000 Community. By beginning now to
make our bad schools become good, and our best schools better
still.

We won't write anyone off -- we won't waste time wringing
our hands about the fact that the year 2000 is little more than
eight years away. Look at it from a child's point of view:
eight years is a lifetime of learning. Let's spend the time
between now and the year 2000 opening a whole new world of
possibility for our children. //

That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year
2000. One school at a time -- one student at a time: for the

sake of our future, we will win this new American revolution. //
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Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your Blue Ribbons, please share my thanks with everYone who
makes your schools so successful. Thank you -- and may God bless

the United States of America.

# # #
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out of their complacency and show them ye naed chande. / But
there's another part of the business of building better schools

across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work =--
+he guccess stories, like each one of the 222 schools here today.
A

Your schools are the pioneers =- the.ones blazing a trail

the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we'rs locking

for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for today. // .
We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real

revolution takes place in the communities you call home. Whan

you come from as far away as Kalsheo High in Kawaji, Alaska's
;g5;_Angngxggg_ﬂiggﬂsgngg; or Hahn American High School on Hahn
Air Forece Base in Germany —-=- or as near to this House as D.C.,'5
own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junjor High -= you see at a glance
that each schoel travels its own paih to excellenge. //

[[One sad note for the kids here who made the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've started so early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd period.11 // |

Some schools here today mirror the communities they come
from. Thelr successes reflect yeari‘of love, interest and
attention from communities that ca§:;i some of the schools

. represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of

cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools ars

igiande of calm in the midst of chacs. //
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M.

With apologies for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the White House. Here you are -- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon

_ P;ogram‘who are here today =-- and of course I'm plgase& to )

introduce to'you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar

Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schools
that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. // We've
bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today we host a record 32
two-time winners. /

We meet at a moment when this Nation has embarkea on a

crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call

America 2000, a revolution that will ready us to enter a new
century capable of meeting its challenges. //

As you know, right now the news for American education as a
whole is anything but good. Part of the necessary business of
reform is to shine a light into the dark corners of the system -

- focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people
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out of their complacency and show them we need change. / But
there's another part of the business of building better schools
across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work --
the success stories, like each one of the 222 schools here today.

/1

Your schools are the pioneers -- the ones blazing a trail
the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're looking
for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real
revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When
you come from as fér away as Kalaheo High in Hawaii, Alaska's
East AnchorageAHigh School or Hahn American High Schbol on Hahn
Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s

own Benjamin Banneker and Hine Junior High =-- you see at a glance

that each school travels its own path to excellence. //

[[One sad notie for, the kids here who\made the .short ip
here from\ Banneker \and &i:e: we've|started so eari>\\if looks
1?§E class

you'll be back in 3rd iod. //

Some schools here today mirror the communities they come
from. Their successes reflect years of love, interest and
attention from communities that cares. Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of
cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. //
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That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for

the one school that works for everyone -- but there is a Blue

Ribbon for every school that works best. //

Take Genesis -- an alternative school for kids with special
needs in Kansas City, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program
back in the mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the private sector -- from national organizations like
the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the
kids who have fallen through the cracks: the drop outs, the teen
mothers -- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around‘two¥thirds of the troubled kids that come.through |
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go |
on to get a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginning -- a second chance that gives them théir best shot
at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,

e 40 d
serve students of all raee;¥1é§géé%—and—coiurs, from America's

major cities to our smallest towns. Each one of you represents
e tAp Of ¥h§_iggbeérgl++ the collective accomplishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities
you come from.

Consider one of the smallest schools here today, Craftsbury
Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
country, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Times are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that

community from giving its children every possible opportunity to
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Vlearn. / I think it says something about Craftsbury that when
the teachers voted to send someone to today's ceremony, they sent
a parent. / Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
whose four kids go there now -- please accept our thanks for all
the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. //

So today, your shining example must é;égfefhe revolution in
American education -- spur ﬁé¥g¥§§ that will literally re-invent
the American school. Each of your schools are well on the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging
-the best minds and big thinkers out there to help us create a new
generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
running in every Congressional district across America by the
year 1996. By challenging every city and town to join the
crusade -- become an America 2000 Community. By beginning now to
make our bad schools become good, and our best schools better
still, oonio cless.

We won't writeéyﬁyone #€¥ -- we won't waste time wringing
our hands about the fact that the year 2000 is little more than
eight years away. Look at it from a child's point of view:
eight yvears is a lifetime of learning. Let's spend the time
between now and the year 2000 opening a whole new world of
possibility for our children. //

That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year
2000. One school at a time -- one student at a time: for the

sake of our future, we will win this new American revolution. //
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Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your.Blue Ribbons, please share my thanks with everyone who
makes your schools so successful. Thank you -- and may God bless

the United States of America.

£ # #
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Last December I laid out five principles the kind of change

c
we need -- principles that muggfguide our efforts to
restructure and revitalize our schools. As sometimes happens,
they were overshadowed by international events. But they are

so important that I want to stress them again today.

First -- high expectations, we've got to raise our sights --
for what our students and our schools can accomplish.

Secondly, we've got to decentralize authority, allow our
teachers and principals to do what they can do best -- make
learning come alive. Third, we need responsive schools --
customer-driven. And as we see happening around the world, the
best way to make institutions responsive is to give people
choice. Parents must be empowered to choose the public or
private school that is best for their kids. Fourth, we need to
ensure our schools are market-oriented. Competition works in
the business arena -- and it can spur excellence in our
schools. Fifth, and finally, we need to make sure the yard-

<5
stick we use to measure our agﬁféﬁemsnt is performance-based.

When the Governors and I met almost two years ago to the day in
Charlottesville, Virginia, we reached a consensus on one thing;

what matters is results -- the learning achievement ef eachand-

every—ong—of you—and of every American child. And we set six

A/ o Lo he 2 P
national education goals so we can é2af%lf%géiég—égghgw_ﬁgi_ﬁé =

Wlfneed tOQ%O to get our kids prepared for the next century.
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not going to be good news. But the American people are
stockholders in our education system -- and they deserve to
know what we are getting. And when they have the information,
I am confident that will take action and be catalysts for

positive change.

So my five principles -- high expectations, decentralized
authority, schools that are responsive, market-oriented, and
performance-based -- can guide our efforts as we strive to
reinvent American education community by community, school by

school.

Your schools are the pioneers ...
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
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TONY SNOW
FROM: DAN MCGROARTY W%
SUBJECT: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS REMARKS

On Wednesday, September 25 at 8 a.m., you will deliver
remarke to an audience of 850 at the Blue Ribbon Schools Program
Ceremony on the South Lawn. Sec. Alexander is expected to
attend. The audience is primarily composed of corporate
sponsors, students, administrators, faculty, and board members
from the 222 Blue Ribbon Schools. '

Your remarks (approximately 12 minutes/cards) acknowledge
the achievements of the Blue Ribbon awardees, highlight several
schools, and discuss the merits of America 2000. The remarks
also restate the five equcation principles you laid out last
December.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 25, 1991
"THE SOUTH LAWN
8:00 A.M.

With apologies for the early hour, it's my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the White House. Here you are —-- the
ultimate field trip. // [Introductory acknowledgements: Let me
recognize the many corporate contributors to the Blue Ribbon
Program who are here today -=- and of course I'm pleased to
introduce to you our first-rate Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. //]

I'm delighted to start the day by recognizing the schools
that represent this Nation's Blue Ribbon best. // We've
bestowed Blue Ribbons now for nine years. Some of your schools
are no strangers to this ceremony: today we host a record 32

two-time winners. /

We meet at a moment when this Nation has embarked on a

crusade for real reform in our schools -- a crusade we call

America 2000, a revolution that will ready us to enter the new

world now on our horizon. // - .
1§ frov Hm:s

As you know, right now the news for American education as—a
Ahole—is—anyehing-—but goedr Part of the necessary business of
reform is to shine a light into the dark corners of the system -

-~ focus on the schools that aren't making the grade; shake people
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out of their complacency and show them we need change. / But

there's another part of the business of building better schools

across America: shining the spotlight on schools that work, and

the . o \m Work —— the suggess stories, like each

pols here today. [/

ember -- with the world's attention rightly focused
on Desert Shield ~- I laid out five principles to guide our
efforts to restructure and revitalize our schools. Wwith the
state of our schools back in the national spotlight, those

principles bear repeating today. //

First, we've got to raise expectatjopns -~ hold our schools

and students to a higher level of achievement, Second, we must

‘ ‘ authority -- c¢lear some room for our teachers and

principals to do what they do best: make learning come alive.

Thixd, we need responsive schools ~=- customer-driven.- And that

meahs school choice: 1If we want to create a climate for change,
let parents decide which school, public or private, is best for
their kids. Fourth, we must make certain our schools are market-—
oriented: Competition works in the business world; it can spur
excellence in our schools. Fifth and finally, we must make sure
our schools are gerformance;ggse . We need to measure our
schools by real results -- by the students they produce rather
than the resources we pour in. Quite simply, by what wWorks.

Two years ago, [ met with the Governors or your states at
the Education Summit in Charlottesville, virginia. ‘here, in the

shadow of Mr. Jetferson's University, we set in motion the
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process that identified six ambitious national education goals to
prepare our children for the challenges a new century is destined
ﬁo bring.

We came away from Charlottesville with.a solld consensus
that what patters most is results. // A few days from now, the
Governors and members of my Administration who together |
constitute the National Education Goals Panel will tell us just

how far America needs to go to reach our goals for the year 2000,

We already know the bad news: this new National Report card

isn't going to be one we want to post on our refrigerators. The

peint is, it's a place to start: finding out where we stand is

the first step towards moving forward. //

For a long time -- too long -~ we spent our time and energy

talking about reform rather than taking action. 'That's énanging

now. / We're charting a new course for this Nation's schools.

In that effort, your schools are the pjioneers -- the ones blazing

a trail the rest will follow. The levels of achievement we're
looking for in the year 2000 are the goals you're shooting for
today. //

We here in Washington can lend a hand, but the real

revolution takes place in the communities you call home. When

You come from as far away as Kalaheo Hjigh in Hawaili, Alaska's
East Anchorage High School or Hahn American High School on Hahn
Air Force Base in Germany -- or as near to this House as D.C.'s
ownl Pepiamin Banneker and Hine Junjor High -—- you see at a glance

that each ool travels S own path £o excellence. //
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[(One sad note for the kids here who‘hade the short trip
here from Banneker and Hine: we've stérted S0 early, it looks
like you'll be back in class by 3rd peried.]} //

Some schools here today mirror the communities they come
from. Their successes reflect years of 1ové, interest and just
plain hard work from communities that care. Some of the schools
represented here today triumphed against all odds -- in spite of
cruel surroundings. For their students, these schools are

islands of calm in the midst of chaos. //

That drives home today's lesson: There's no blueprint for

the opne schoo] that works for everyone —-- but there is a Blue
Ribbop for every school that works best. [/

Take Genesis -- an alternative school for kids with special
needs in Kansas City, Missouri. Genesis began as a VISTA program
back in the'mid-'70's. Today, the vast majority of its funds
come from the private sector -- from national organizations like
the United Way, down to local businesses. Genesis serves the
kids who have fallen through the cracks: the drop outs, the teen
mothers -- children coping with broken homes and shattered hopes.
It turns around two-thirds of the troubled kids that come through
its doors, prepares them to go back to their old schools, or go
on to Qet a G.E.D. / For these students, Genesis is literally a
new beginping -- a second chance that gives them thelr best shot

at a promising future. ///

The schools we honor today come in all shapes and sizes,

serve students of all races, creeds and colors, from Anmerica's
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major cities to our smallest towns. Each one of Yyou reprasents
the tip of the iceberg -- the collective accomplishment of
teachers and students, principals, parents and the communities
you come from,

Consider one of the smallest schools here today, Craftshury
Academy -- a 180-student public school in the Vermont farm
country, in a town called Craftsbury Common. Tiﬁes are tough in
Craftsbury, but economic difficulties haven't stopped that
community from giving its children every possible opportunity to

learn. / I think it says something about Craftsbury that when

the tegghggédvgted to send someone to today's Ceremony, they sent
a_par « [ Gary Houston -- a past graduate of Craftsbury,
whose four kids go there now -- Please accept our thanks for all

the moms and dads who understand what powerful teachers parents
can be. //

S50 today, your shining example must spérk the revolution in
American education -- spur reforms that wili literally re-invent
the American school. Each of your schools is wellAbn the way to
where all of us must be. We'll reach our goals by challenging
the best minds and big thinkers out there to help us create a new
generation of American schools -- and have these schools up and
running in every Congressional district across America by the
year 1996. By challenging eVery city and town to join the
crusade -~ become an A 238 2000 Comn <. And I'm proud to —
tell you that, so fay, [x] ftates an [xx] communities are

already part of the great and growing America 2000 Community. I
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assure you: there is room for every state, city and town across

this country.

We've got to start now -- improve those schools that lag

behind, and make our best schools better still. / We won't

write anyone off -- we won't waste time wringing our hands about

the fact that the year 2000 is little more than eight years away.

Look at it from a child's point of view: ejght vears is a
lifetime of learning. ' Let's spend the time between now and the

Year 2000 opening a whole new world of possibility for our

children. //

That's the spirit that will get us to our goals for the year

2000. One community at a time, one school at a time -- one

student at a time: for the sake of our future, we will win this

new American revolution. //

Once again, welcome to the White House. When you get home
with your Blue Ribbons, please share my thanks with everyone who
makes your schools so successful. Thank You -- and may God bleﬁs
the United States of America.

# o #



