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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEWISTON HIGH SCHOOL, MAINE
' : ‘ SEPTEMBER 3, 1991 .
1:00 P.M.??

Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcome. If's ny pleasure
_to weicome ail of,you back t6 school -- to help my godd friend
Governor Jock Mcxern;n kick off,Maine 2000 -- and to meet with
‘the new Lewiston High Class of '95. // |

[Introductofy acknowiedgements:i Congresswoman Snowe; Sec.
'Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say té Lamar Alexander: I'll.keep'up
with my computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a
report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remémber our own kids going off to school many
years ago. wa our kids are grown -~ and we watch'our'grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Earwell
Elementary Schooi. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Séhwdrzenegger.]] It
worké that way for parents, too. Each new yeér wipes the slaté
as clean as-the Blackboafd. Kids look fbrward to seeing each
other'and’fécoming cool. Parents embrace the éterhal hope that:..
_this year their children will come home w1th straight A's.
Education and expectatlon. the two go.-hand in hand. Your
' world -- the whole world -- trembles Wlth possibility. One day,

we'scratch out our thoughts with paper and ren; the next, it
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seems, we use computers and laser printers. One-day,‘tne Soviet
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
sea. (But just>1ast month, we saw 70 years of history swept away.
in a single week. This is our world --.and‘if we are to thrive
in it, we must understand hlstory, geography, math, sclence.
When challenges confront us, we must have what 1t takes to act.
That's.the world waiting for the Class of 1995 -- the world )

you will shape. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that
come with each school year. But we adults must make sure that we
also feel that sense of_eggectation -- that feeling that the
school-doors open a neu world of possibility, for us all

“ The battle for the future begins rlght here. The rlnglng

school bell sounds an alarm -- a warnlng to all of us who care

about'the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they willino‘longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted. |

Every day brings new evidence'of crisis.- The national
average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

| Years. - Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level-

ever. These sad statistics tell us what we already know: Our

schools don't work.

But'now many of us.demand better of our children, ourselves, .
our schools° Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and

students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the state of our-

schools should worry them. Sure, they know something is wrong:

Ask them_to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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will.giue.our nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade’
their own schools, and you get a different answer: three—fourths
grade their school as good --‘even excellent.

We seem to think the crisis in American educatlon plagues
some other c1ty or state, or some other school across town -
anyyhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questlons'and risk angerlng teachers and administrators. Aand
some of us seem to believe that while everything else in the
world changes, our schools shouldn't -- that what was‘good enough
-for us should be good enough for our kids. // | -

We share responsibility for the state of every school and

.each 1nd1v1dual student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
. schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Augusta' We must
blame ourselves for betraylng our own chlldren.

Almost two years ago, thls nation's Governors and I
‘establlshed six ambitious Natlonal Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. 1In Aprll, at
the White House I announced America 2000: a national educationA
strategy to move us forward toward those goals.  //

We don't get a_second chance to change the future. Today
'gilt's tlme to seize the moment, and do great things. '// |
| By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the-national

graduation-rate to at least 90_percent. ; In 1990, Lew1ston ngh

graduated 95 percent of its class - well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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- short years. Yoa;ve earned the right to be proud. But before
~ You get toc comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent
_more than 20 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walklng
across that stage to get thelr diploma 4 years from now at the
Clv1c Center. -

We'Ve challenged ourselves to become girgt_ig_&hg_gg:;g_in

math and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th. .

_Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of
‘intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the'world matters here -
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For-most of
its histcry, hewistoh was a mill town,_produciné textiles and :
shoes. - Times change. Today, Lewiston's traditional industries.
account for only 10 percent of the local economy -- and even the '~
so-called traditional industries have changed'enorﬁously. {MaYor'
Howanlec tells me L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketlng
center in’ Lew1ston } _ . |

Increas1ngly, the mothers and fathers of this freshman class
.i work in new companles employlng new technologles. Some have eveni
started small businesses of their own. Still, we can't be-
content to educate our children with today's businesses in mihd.<
By the time:our hids graduate from high school or coliege or
-graduate'school, new ihdustries will have sprouted‘up;‘our
economy will demand new skills.

This country was bciit bf generations of Americans with _

strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to'sundowh, As

citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
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use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming'the world. The pioneers of the nert American
: century nust blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far
'corners of a future governed as much by microwaves and lasers as
by coal or steel. The greatest resource for our future lles deep
in the recesses of our ninds, and the key to onr nation's success
lies mith that old-fashioned treasure -- Yankee ingenuity. //

But let's face it: ‘We won't make progress if we can't
measure succeSs. By the Year 2000, we must call on students at-

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate the1r competence in five core

subjects. We'll have the first of these American Achievement -

Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. "Each state must
develop its own means of measuring progress -- its own report
card -- and share the results. |

That's crucial. We can't hide our heads in the sand. We .~
can't afford to treat our children's'success or failure as if it
were a state secret. Each student and every parent deserves to
know whether they and their schools measure-up to-world-c;ass
hstandards. |

One. of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today
comes from hav1ng asked too much of teachers -- expecting them to
act as soc1al workers, part-time psychologists and family
counselors. At the same time, we've asked too little of our
' 'students,-of ourselves and our society.
We've shied‘away from asking-our students to»excel -- and

from holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
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they get A's, they'must be doing okay, even if an A no longer
means.Whet it-used_to mean. As a nation, we sometimes seem more

worried about how our students feel than what they learn. Ihat'e

got to change. When students graduate, they deserve more than a
diploma. They deserve an education. //

But success by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every

Anerican child should start. school readx to'learn; Every
-Amerlcan adult should be 11terate -- and every American school

must be drug-free.

Here in Lewiston, some of today's'new freshmen participated

in Head Start -- a oroven program I want to open up to thousands
more pre-school children. In the battle against illegal drugs,
‘Lewiston schools have taken the lead-throngh D.A.R.E. and other
. drug preventionlprograms, beginning in elementary echool.. And
tonight,‘right here at Lewiston High, a new school year begins
for adults learning'howlto-read{ studylng for their GED -- living
proof_lt is never too late to learn. //

Every'conmunity and every school must make:those goels their
own -- as this state does today with Maine 2000. Let the starr

of this new school year spark a revolution in American education.

So far, i've'spoken about our schools -- about the

- . revolution in American education that must take place within

these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.
Not even the best school can ever be good enough.
Let me use a "word problem“ to show you why. Assume a child

goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, and never misses
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a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and
after school. How much time;do our_children spend in classrooms?
lhe answerlmaypsurprise you. It's nine-percent} one-
] eleventh of their tlme. They spend the rest of their lives |
elsewhere -- at home, playing with friends, in the shopping mall.:

[ [Now, maybe parents won't-find the'fact our kids spend 91
percent of the1r time out51de the classroom too hard to belleve -
- especlally when it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time .
nagging our kids to clean their rooms ]]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the dlfference_
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for that dlsmal _
drop invSAT,verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken
the time to read to our kids -- to talk with them —- tolteach
them the arts of communication -- how to_th;gg, how to write and
speak clearly. |

o ﬁom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of th1nk1ng your klds
only learn from 9 00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You are --= and always
w1ll be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. 7/

- Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
15 minutes a day -- 15 minutes -- in conversation with their.
-child; Most people spend that-mdch time on coffee break.

The rreshman_here today may think they're a bit old to have :

their homework checked. And maybe as parents - certalnly thls
Pre51dent w1ll admit -= we can't keep up w1th ‘the 1atest in
computer technology. But_that doesn't mean we can't help. The

Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, read a newspaper, and
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talk with their‘parents about yhat's going on in the world, to
'-take interests, ogihionsl and ideas seriously.'<In exchange, they
can use those speaking and thinking skills to teach mom and dad _
how to use the computer.. // '

:'What happens at home matters. When our kids come home frou
school, do they pick up a book -- or do they sit glued to the
. tube watchlng music v1deos7 Reoent studles prove something we
all know: that television doesn't stimulate our -brains; it
sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

Still, the future_of American education depends on more than -
what happens in the classroom-or around the kitchen table. Our
"communities and businesses must support educational values, too.

'So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value
education and intellect? In the working world, do we reward
embloyees who Want to improve themselves -- do employers '

encourage workers to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the community can play a role in this

revolution, :No- every member of the communlty must play a role..

So parents: ‘Don't be a stranger in your ch11d's school.

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal.~ Make it your

business to find out whether your child's school is drug-free._.
Talk to your school board about school ch01ce - about the

. curriculum -= about ways-to put your schools and their resources
to use year round. Andldon!t ever take:no for an answer when you

~want to visit and ask questions. //
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You don't have to: have kids in school ‘to have a stake in
.what happens in the classroom. For the older.folks among us,
don't'complain about "kids today" -- or_that the neighborhood
'"isn't what it used to be." Get involved. Go into your schools
-=- get active»in the community -- see nhat you can do to help.
The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved --
not just in uord, but in deed. You can think of it as community
service -- g1v1ng something back to the community your company
calls home. Or, think of it in terms of self 1nterest and sound
Abu51ness - 1mprov1ng the schools to cultivate the kind of future
employees your .company needs to keep ahead. // -

But above all get moving. Get 1nvolve That's the idea

.behind what I call America 2000 cOmmunities - places that demand

that schools play a central role in community life.
We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our
schools -- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must

ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make this

Nation every blt the leader in the Century ahead that it has been -
since 1776.
All revolutions require principles, ideals and hopes.. Start'

with the sense of possibility you feel today, and build on 1t.

- And by all means" Do not rest until we win this revolution. ///
- Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome -- and
may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEWISTON HIGH SCHOOL, MAINE
SEPTEMBER. 3, 1991
1:00 P. M.?’

Thanks;'all of you, for th;s warm'welccme. It's my pleasure
to welcome all of you back to school -- to help my good friend
Goverhor-acck McKernan kick off Maine 2ooo’-< and to meet with
the new Lewiston'High Class of ;95;- //

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman Snowe; Sec.
Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: 1I'll keep up
with my computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a
report on "What I did on my summer vacation."A /1/11 .

Barbara and>I remember our own kids going off to school many .
yearsﬁagq; Now our kids‘are grown -- and we watch our érandkids,'
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. [/

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January”
1st -- it starts tcday. [[I saQ,that thié morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartmers seemed
dlsapp01nted I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger 1] It

" works that way for parents, too. Each new year wipes the slate

as.clean as'the blackboard.v Kids look forward to seeing each-
ook'

Vother and cool - Parents embrace the eternal hope that

“this zear thelr children w111 come home w1th straight A's.
Education and expectatlon: ‘the two go hand in hand. Your '

world ;-,the:whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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'seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet .

Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us‘from across the
sea. Eut just-last month,. we saw 7o'years of history swept away
in a single week.. This is our world -~ and if we are to thrlve
in it, we must understand history, geography, math, science.
When challenges confront us, we must have what it takes to act.
| That's the world waiting for the CIass of 1995 -- the world
you will'shape. Students} you feel the opening day'jitters that
come with each school year. But we adults must make sure“that we.
also feel that sense of expectation -- that feellng that the
school doors open a _new world of oss1b111t for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The rlngingf

school bell sounds an alarm ~- a warnlng to all of us who care

. about the state of Amerlcan education: If we don't educate our

sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted. | |

| Every day bringS'new evidence of crisis. The-national
average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

years. Scores on,the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level

ever., These sad statistics tell us what we already know: Our
schools dog't work
But‘how many of us demand better of our children, ourselves,

our schools?' Not enough. Polls‘suggest.too many parents and

students remain unconcerned — unconv1nced that the state of our'

schools should worry them. Sure, they know something 15'wrong:

Ask them_to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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will give our nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade
their own schools; and you get_a different answer: three-fourths
bgrade-their_school as good -- even excellent.

We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
~some other c1ty or state, or some other school across town --
anyghere but our school. -Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questions and risk angering teachers and administrators. And
some of us seem to believe that while everything else in the
~world'changes, our schools shouldn't -- that what was good enough
for us should be good enough for our kids. /l 7

We share responsibility for the state of every school and:

each individual student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
'schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Augusta. We must
. (eﬂﬁ ¢qu;J

" blame ourselves for be%igging our own children.

Almost twoﬂyears ago,~this nation’ 's Governors and I
‘established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. 1In April, at
'the White House I announced America 2000: a national education
strategy to move us forward toward those goals. //

We dog't get a second chance to change the future. Today
1t's time to seize the moment and do great things. l/

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the national
graduation rate to at least 90 percent. 1In 1990;1Lewiston High
graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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short years. You've earned the right to be proud. But before
. you get too‘comfortable, keep -in mind that even at 95 percent
more than 20 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walklng

across that. stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at the :
civic center. A n Hak's a )”""8“' HM\.&(A\‘ sc o athov v/cc.c-lﬂan .

‘ Welve challenged ourselves to become first in the world
a unl mﬁv‘ 4‘—'
" math a o

and sclepce by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th. .

Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the world matters here -

.= and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of

- its history, Lewiston was a mill town, producihg textiles and

‘shoes. Times change. ' Today, Lewiston's traditional ihdustries..
account for only 10 percent of the local economy -- aod even the.
sa-called traditional»industries have changed enorﬁously. {Mayor
Howaniec tells me L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketing
- center in Lewiston.} |
Increasingly, the mothers and fathers ofvthis‘freshman class ;
 work in new comgahies employing new_technologies. Some have even-
started small businesses of their own. Still, we can't be'
content to educate our chlldren w1th today s businesses in mind.
By the tlme;our klds -graduate from high school or college or
graduate school new 1ndustr1es w1ll have sprouted up; our
economy will demand new skills.

This country. was built b& generations of Americans with
‘strong backs, ahd the will to work from sun u up to sundown. As

citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders. will have to.
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use their minds -- to push forward the technologlcal revolutlon
transformlng the world. The ploneers of the next American |
century must blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far
cornersvof a future governed as much by microwates and lasers as
by coal or steel. The greatest resource for our future lies deep
in the recesses of our minds, and the key to our nation's success
lies with that old—fashioned treasure -- Yankee ingennity. l/

But let's face it: We won't make progress if we can't.

measure success. By the year 2000, we must call on students at-

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate'their competence in five core

subjects. We'll have the flrst of these American Achlevement b

Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must |
develop its own means of measuring progreSs -- its own report -
card -- and share the results.

. That's crucial. We can't hide odr,heads in the sand. We-
.can't afford_to.treat our children's snccess or failure as if it
were avstate secret. Each student and every parent deserves to
.know whether they and their schools measure up to world-class
standards. - | .

One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today
comes from: hav1ng asked too much of teachers -~ expecting them to'
act as social workers, part-time psychologists and famlly
counselors. At the same time, we've asked too little of our
students, of'ourselves and our society.:

We'ﬁe shied away'from askinc our students to excel'-- and

from_holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
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they get A's, they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer )
means what it used to mean. As a natlon, we sometlmes seem more

worrled about how our students feel than what they 1earn. That{

got to change. When students graduate, they deserve more than a

diploma. They deserve an education. //

But.succees by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every .

American child should start school ready to learn. Every

7

'Kmericah adult should be literate -- and every American school

must be drug-free.

Here in L'ewiston, some of today's m»?/freshmen participated @

in Head Start -- a proven program I want to open up to thousands
more pre;schoelAchildren._ In the battle against illegal drugs, -
.Lewiston schools have takeh the lead through D.A.R.E. and other
drug prevention programs, beginning in elementary echool. and
tonight,>right here at Lewiston High, a new school year hegins
_for adults learning how to read, studylng for thelr GED -- 11v1ng
‘ C ﬁ()r a \Mg\a s g dlplque_)

_proof 1t is never too late to leawn.

. Every communlty and every school must make those goals their

own -- as this state: does today with Maine 2000. Let the start

_of this new school year spark a revolution in American education.

-So‘fagr'I've-spoken about our schools -- about the
revolution in American education that must take-place within

these walls. ' But the revolution can neither begln nor end here.

-'Not even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child.

goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, and never misses

e
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. a day.‘ Subtract summers and weekends_-é'all the hours before and
aftér-school. How much time:do our children spend in classrooms?
' The answer may surprise you. It's nine-percent; one- |
eleventh of:their time. They spend the rest of their-liyes
elsewhere -~ .at home, playing w1th friends, in the shopplng mall. -

[ [Now, maybe parents won't flnd the fact our kids spend _;

'~ percent of their time outside the classroom too hard to belleve -
- especlally when it seenms llke we spend 50 percent of our t1me
nagglng our kids to clean their rooms.]]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the difference'
in the world We can't blame the’ schools alone for that dlsmal
drop 1n SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken-
the time to read to our k1ds - to talk with them -- to teach
them the arts of communlcatlon -- how to think, how to write and
speak clearly.

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kids
only learn from.9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.. You are =-- and always
will,be'-- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //

| Here's another shocking number : The.ayerage parent’ spends
15 minutes a day - 15 minutes -- in conversation with their -
child;' Most people spend that much time'oészoffee break. |

The freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
thelr homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certalnly this .'
President will admlt -= we can't keep-up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The

Class of '95 is old enough to sit'down, read a newspaper, and
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talk with their[parents about what's going on in the world, to
take interests. opinions, and ideas seriously. In exchange, they
can use those speaklng and thinking skills to.teach mom and dad '
how to use the computer. /l/

What happens at_home matters. When our kids come home from
school,-do they p1ck up a book---‘or do they sit glued to the
tube watching music videos? Recent studies prove something ve .
_all-know: that telev151on doesn't stimulate our - bralns, it
‘sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

Still, the future of Amerlcan educatlon depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. our
communities and businesses must support educatlonal-values, too.:

- So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value

education and intellect? In the working world, do we reward
employees who want to improve themselves -= do employers
encourage workers to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the community can play a role in this

revolution. No: every member of the community gggg play a role.
‘So parents: Don't be a stranger in your-child's school.
Visit'theAclassroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
bu51ness torflnd out whether your chlld's school 1s drug-free.
Talk to your school board about school cholce —-— about the
currlculum == about - ways to put your schools and thelr resources -
to use year round. And don't ever take{noﬂéor an answer when you

want to visit and ask questions. //
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You don't have to have kids 1n school to have a stake in
what happens in the classroom. For the older ﬁolks among us,.
don't oomplainlabout "kids today".4- or that the neighborhood
‘"isn't what it used‘to be." Get involved. Go into your schools
-- get active in the community -- see what you can do to help.

The same goes for local bu51ness leaders. Get involyed'--
not just in word but in deed You can think of it as communlty ‘
service -- . giving something back to the communlty your company
:calls home. oOr, think of 1t in terms of self-lnterest and sound.
bu51ness -- improving the schools to cultivate the kind of future
employees your company needs to keep ahead. //- _

But above all, get mov1ng. Get involved d. That's the idea

behind what I call America 2000 Communities -~ places that demand

that schools play a central role in community life.
We need that kind of revolutionary‘attitude to reform our

schools -- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must

ignite a renaissance in American_education. We must make this
- Nation every bit the leader in the Century ahead that it has been
since 1776.° A

- All revolutions require principles,’ideals and hopes. Start
with the sense of poss1b111ty you feel" today, and build on it.

.And by all means- Do not rest_until we win this revolutlon 11/

‘Once agaln, my thanks to you for th1s warm welcome -- and
may God bless the United States of America.

#"# #
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Thanks, all of you, for this‘warm welcdme; It's my pleasure
to welcéme all of you béckAto school -- to help my good friend
Governor Jock Mcxernan‘kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet with
the new Lewiston High Class of '95. // |

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman,anwe, Sec.
Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexénder: I'll keep up
with my coméuter lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a |
report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //11]

Barbara and I remeﬁbér our own kids going offAto school many
'years ago. Now our kidé are grown -- and we'watch_our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. //

When you're,growing up, thé neﬁ year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts-today. [[I saw that this morning at Férwell
_Eléméntary School. sStill, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger.]] It

works that way for parents, too. Each new year wipes the'slate

as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeihg -each

~other and"bécoming cool. Parents embrace the eternal hope that
this yvear fheir children will come home with straight A's.

~ Education and"expectatiqﬁ: the two go hand in hand. Yoﬁr
wofld -- the whole world -- trembies with possibility. One déy,

we scratch out our thoﬁghts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, we uee computere.and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from aeross.the.
sea. But juet last month,. we saw 76 yeers of history swept away
in a singie week. This is our world -- end if we are to thrive -
in it, we must understand history,.geography,'maﬁh,'ecience.
When challenges_confront us, we must have what it takes to act. .
That's the world waiting for the Class of 1995 -- the world
you will shape. Students, you-feel the 6pening day jitters that
cone with each school year. But we aduits must make sure that we
also feel that sense of expectation -- that feeling that the
school doors open a_new world of ossibility, for us all.

. The battle for the future begine right here. The ringing_
school bell sounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us. who care
~about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and danghters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessinge_
we take for granted.

Every day brinés new evidence of crisis. The national
'averege for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

years. . Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level

‘ever. These sad statistics tell us what we already know: Our

schools don't work.

=

But.now many of us demand bettef of our'children, ourselvesk'
our schools? Not enough. Polis-suggesﬁ-too.many parente and
students.remain unconcerned -- uneonvinCed that the state of our
schools should worrf ﬁggm. Sure, they.know something is wrong:

Ask them to'grade'the nation's schools, and not even one~-fourth
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will give our nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade

their own schools and you get a different answer: three-fourths
grade their school as good -- even excellent |

‘ We seem to think the crisis in American education'plagues_:
some other-city or state, or some.other school across town -- .
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questions and risk angering teachers and administrators. And
some of us seem to believe that while e&erything else in.the
world'changes, our schools shOuldnlt -- that wnat was good.- enough
for us should 5§ good enough,for our kids. -/

‘We share responsibility for the state of every school and

each individual student -~ here in Lewiston, and in a hundred

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Augusta: We must
blame ourselves for betraying our own children.

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. 1In April, at
the White House I announced America 2000: a national education

strategy to move‘us forward toward those'goals. //

We dongt get a second chance to change the future. Today

,,,,,,

it's time to seize the moment, and do great thlngs. //

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the national
graduation rate to at least 90 percent. 1In 1990, Lewiston High

graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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short yeafs. You've earned the righf to be proud. But before
you get too comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent
more than 20 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walking
- across that stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at the.
Civic Center.
We've challenged ourselves to become fizst in the world in

math and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th.

Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort»of
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the world matters here -
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of
its history,‘Lewiston was a mill toﬁn, producing textiles and
shoes. Times change. >Today, Lewiston's traditional industries.
account for only 10 percent of the local economy -- and even the.
so-called traditional industries have changed enorﬁbusly. {Mayor
Héwaniec tells me L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketing
center in Lewiston.} _

Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this freshman class
 work in new companies employing new technologies. Some have even-
started small businesses of their own. Still; we can't be.
content to educate our children with today's businesses in mind;
By the tim%gpur kids.graduate from high school or college or
graduafe sehool,-new industrieé will have sprouted up; our
economy will demand new skills.

This country was built by generations of Americans with

strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As

c1tlzens of the next century, today's 9th Graders w111 have to
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use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming the world.‘ The pioneers of the next American
centurv must'blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far'
corners of a future governed as much by microwaves and lasers as
by coal or steel. The greatest resource for our future lies deep -
in thevrecesses-of our minds, and the key to our nation's success
lies with that-old-fashioned treasure -= Yankee ingenuity. !/

But let's face it: We won't make prooress if we can't
. measure success. By the year 2060, we must call on students at-

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core

subjects. We'll have the first of these American Achievement

Tests in place for the 1993-94'school year. Each state must
develop its own means of measuring progress -- ‘its own report
card -- and share the results.

That's crucial. We can't hide our -heads in the sand We
can't afford to treat our chlldren's success or fallure as if it
were a state secret. Each student and every parent deserves to
know whether they and their schoolsrmeasure'up to world-class
standards. | |

- One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today
comes from%having asked too much of teachers -- expecting them to
act as’ soclal workers, part-time psychologists and family
| counselors. At the same time, we've asked too little of. our
students, of ourselves and our soclety.*
We've shled away from asklng our students to excel -- and -

from holdlng them accountable when they don't We figure, if ,
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they get A's, they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer
means what it used to mean. As a nation, we sometimes seem more

worried about how Qur‘students feel than what they learn. That's

got to change. When students graduate, they deserﬁe more than a
diploma. They deserve an education. //

But success by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every

American child should start school ready to learn. Every

'American adult should be literate -- and-every American school
must be drug-free. | |

Here_in Lewiston,'gome of today's new freshmen participated
in Head Start -- a proven program I want to open up to thousands
more pre-school childrén, In the battle against illegal drugs,
Lewiston schools have taken the 1ead'tﬁrough D.A.R.E. aﬁd other
drug prevéntion programs, beginning in elementary school. And
tonight,-right here at Lewiston.ﬁigh, a new school year begins
for adults learning how to read, studying for their GED --‘living
proof it is never too léte“to learn. //-

Every community and every school must maké those goals their
own -- as this:sfate does today with Maine 2000. Let the start

of this new school year spark a revolution in American education.

- So fég, I've'spdken about our schools -- about the
reVolutioh-in American education that must take place wiﬁhin
these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.
Not even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me ﬁse'a "Qord pfoblem" to show you why. Assume a child

goes to schooi.frqm Kindergarten to 12th grade, ahd never misses -
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a day.  Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and
after sehool. How much time‘do-our children spend in elassrodms?

The answer may surprise you. It's nine-percent; one-

eleventh of their tlme. They spend the rest of their lives
elsewhere -- at home, playlng with friends, in the shopping mall;_

[[Now, maybe parents won't find the fact our kids spend 91
percent of their time outside the classroom too hard to believe -
- especially when it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time-
nagginq our kids to clean their rooms']]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the dlfference'
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for.that dlsmal
drop in SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken :
the time to read to our kids -- to talk with them -- to teach
them the arts of communication -- how to think, hew te writeﬂand
speak‘clearly.A | _ | .

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mlstake of thlnklng your kids _
only learn from 9 00 a.m, to 3:00 p.m. You are -- and always
will be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //h

Here's another shocklng number- The average parent spends
A15 mlnutes a day == 15 minutes -- in conversatlon w1th their

child. Mgst people spend that much tlme on coffee break.

The'freshman here today may think they're'a bit old to have
their homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certalnly thls
Pres1dent will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The

Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, read a newspaper, and



talk with their pérents about what's going on in the world, to
take interests, opinions, and idéas seriously. In exchange, they
can use those speaking and:thinking skills to teaéh momiand dad ‘A
how to use the computer. [/

What happens at homé mattérs. When our kids come hbme from
school, do they pick up- a book:-- or do they sit glued to the |
tube watchinglmusic videos? ReCent studies prove something we
all know: that television doesn't stimulate our ‘brains; it
sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

Sfill, the future of American education depends op_mofe than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. -6ﬂf
commuhities and businesses must support educational va;ues, tob.

So_ask yourselves: In_our communities, do we value
education and intellect? In the working world, do'we'réward
'employees_who want to imp:ove themselves -- ao emplbyers |
encourage workers to go back to .school,  to learn-new.skills?

Every member of the community can glay a role in this

revo;ution. No: every member of the qommunity must play a role..
So parents: Don't be a stranger in your child's school.
Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
_bﬁsiness ggifind out whether your child's échool-is drug-~free.
Talk td'yé@r school board abéut school choicé -- about the
curriculum--- about ways to put your schools_and their resoﬁrces 
to use year ;6dnd. And don't ever take no for an answer wheh you

want to visit and ask questions. //
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You don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in
what happens in the classroom. For the older folks among us,
don't eomplain about "kids todayﬁ -- or that the-neighborhood
"isn't what it used to be." Get involved._ éo into your schoolsy'
~f; get active in the community -- see what you can do to help.A'

The same goes for local'business_leaders. Get involved --
not just iﬁ word, but in deed. You can think of it as community

:service -- giving something back to the community your company

| calls home. Qf, think of it in terms of self-interest and sound:
business:-- improving the sehools to cultivate the kind of future
employees your company needs to keep ahead. // | i

But aoove all, get mov1ng. . Get 1nvolved That's the idea:
behind what I call America 2000 Communities - places that deman&
that schools play a central role in community life.

We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our

schools -- hete in Lewiston and across the country. We must

ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make this
Nation every bit the leader in the'Ceﬁtury ahead that it has been
since 177s6. |

All revolﬁtions require principles, ideals and hopes. Start-
with the sgése of possibility you feel today, and build.on it.

Ana.byAall'means' Do_not rest until we win this revolution. 11/

Once again, my .thanks to you for this warm welcome -- and
may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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Thanks, all of you, for thls warm welcome. It's ny pleasure ‘
to welcome all of you back to school -= to help ny good frlend |
Governor Jock McKernan klck off uaine 2000 --. and to meet w1th
the new Lew1ston ngh Class of '95. // | o

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman Snowe,‘sec,
'Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: Illl keep up
with my computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a .
report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]] B

Barbara and I remember our own kids going off to school many
Years ago. Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our g:andkids,
10 of thenm, starc a new school year just like each of.you. /]l

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School.. Still, some of those kindergartners‘seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger;]] It
works that way for parents, too. Each new year wipes the slate
as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing each
other and’Becoming cool. Parents embrace the eternal_hope that
this year their children will come home with straight-A's.

Education and expecﬁation: the two go hand in hand. Your’

world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
sea. But just last month, we saw 70 years of history swept away
in a single week. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive
in it, we must understand history, geography, math, science.
When challenges confront us, we must have what it takes to act.

That's the world waiting for the Cléss of 1995 -- the world
you will shape. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that
come with each school year. But we adults must make sure that we
also feel that sense of_exgectggigg -- that feeling that the

scheol doors open a_new world of possibility, for us all.
The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing

school bell sounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted.

Every day brings_new evidence of crisis. The national
average for SAT AEH%;;;res has fallen for four consecutive
Years. Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level
ever. These sad statistics tell us what we already know: OQur
schools don't work.

But how many of us demand better of our children, ourselves,
our schools? Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and
students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the state of our

schools should worry them. Sure, they know something is wrong:

Ask them to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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will giveﬂour nation's schools an A or B. But'aSk'them té'gfade”

their:own'ééhools} and you get a;differéht answer: three-fourths
“grade tﬁeir échooi'as'good.-- évén-exceiiént;~ﬁft _ - |

' Wg.seemlto'ﬁhink thé'crisis_in Americ&n gducatioﬁ.piagues'
. some othér city or_stéte;'or'some-other school across town —-
‘anywhere but our school.. .Some of us just doh't;want to ask'tqugh---
questions and risk angering teaqhers andfadminiétrators. . And
some of us seem to believe that while everythiﬁg else in the
world changes, our schools-shduldn't -- that whét was gébd enough
for us should be good enough for our kids. //

We share responsibiiity for the state of every school and

each individual student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred.

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Augusta: We musf
»blame ourselves for betraying our own children.

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. 1In April, at
" the White House I announced America 2000: a national education
strategy to.move’us forward toward those goals. //

We don't get.a second chance to change the future. Today
it's time t; seize the moment, and do great things. //

By the year 2000, we piedged to raise the national
graduation rate to at least 90 percent. In 1990, Lewiston High
graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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‘short years.: You've earned the rlght to be proud. But before
you get too comfortable, keep in- mlnd that even at 95 percent
more than 20 of:the freshmen seated behind me- won't be walking .
across that stage to get thelr d1ploma 4 years from now at the
Civic Center.

We've challenged ourselves to become _1;_,_JJLjﬂy;__;;lg_in
math _and science by the year 2000. nght now, we stand 13th. -

Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the.world matters here -
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of
its history, Lewiston was a mill town, producing textiles and :
shoes. Times change. Today, Lewiston's traditional industries
account for only 10 percent of the local economy -- and even the..
so-called traditional industries have changed enormously. {Mayor
Howaniec tells.me-L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketing
center in Lewiston.} |

Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this freshman class.
 work in new companies employing new technologies. Some have even-
started small businesses of their own. Still,;, we can't be.
content to educate our children with today's businesses in mind.
By the time;our kids graduate from high school or college or
graduate school, new industries will have sprouted up; our
‘economy will demand new skills.

This country was built_by generations of Americanwaith.
strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As

citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
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use. the1r mlnds —— to push forward the technologlcal revolutlon
Atransformlng the:worLd. ‘The pioneers of the next American
: century musttblaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the fer
corners of a future governed as much by mlcrowaves and lasers as
'_by coal or steel. The greatest resource for our future 11es deep
in the recesses of our minds, end the key'to our nation's success.
lies with thet old—fashioned treasurer--ﬂxankee ingehuity. l/ -

- But let's face it: We won't make progress if we can't

measure success. By the year 2000, we mhst call on students at-
grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core.
subjects. ﬁe'll have the first of these American Achievement
Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must
develop its own means of measuring progress -- its own report
card -- and share the results,

That's crucial. - We can't hide our heads-in the sand.--We
can't afford to treat our children's success or failure as if it
were a state secret. Each student and every parent deserves to
know whether they and their schools measure up to world-class
standards. -

One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today.
comeS'from;having asked too much of teachers -- expecting them to
act as sooiai workers, part-time psychologists and  family
counselors. At the same time, we've asked too_little of our
students, of ourselves and our society.

We've shied away from asking our students to excel -- and

from holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
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they.get A's,. they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer

means what it used to mean.. As a nation, we sometimes seem more -

worried about how our studenfs feel than what'they learn. That's
- got to éhénge. ‘When studeﬁts gfaduate, they'deserve ﬁofehthan a.
diéléma. They deserve an education. // | h

‘But éuccess by thé Year 2000 demands.even more of us. - Every

<

American child should;start school ready to learn. Every

American adult should be literate -- and every American school
must be drug-free. ‘

Here in Lewiston,4§oﬁe of today's new freshmen participated
in Head Start -- a proven program I want to open up to thousands
more pfe-school children. In the battle against illegal drugs,
Lewiston schools have taken the lead through D.A.R.E. and other
drug prevention programs, beginning in elementary school. And
tonight, right here at Lewiston High, a new school year begins
for adults learning how to read, studying for their GED -- living
proof it is never too late to learn. // |

Every community and every school must make those goals their
own -- as this state does today with Maine 2000. Let the start

of this new school year spark a_revolution in American education.

So fg;, I've spoken about our schools -- about the
revolution in American educétion that must take place within
these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.
Not even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child

goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, ahd never misses
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a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and

after school. How much time do our chlldren spend in classrooms?

he -€ (%)1‘41\

The answer may surprise you.
éI;;;gfﬁ/:;”their time. They spend the rest of their lives
elsewhere -- at home, playing with friends, in the shopping malla;

[[Now, maybe parents won't find the fact our kids spend(éif

e of thei ime outsi the classroom too hard to believe -
- especially when it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time
nagging our kids to clean their rooms 1]

But what happens in that/gg peri:nt makes all the difference
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for that dismal
drop in SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken
the time to read to our kids -- to talk with them -- to teach
them the arts of communication -- how to think, how to write and
speak clearly.

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kids
only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You are -- and always
will be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
15 minutes a day -- 15 minutes -- in conversation with their
child. Most people spend that much time on coffee break.

The freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
their homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certainly this
President will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The

Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, read a newspaper, and
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talk w1th thelr parents about what's g01ng on in the world, to
.take 1nte;gsts. oplnlons, and 1deas serlouslx.‘ In exchange, they
can use those speaklng .and thlnklng Skllls to teach mom and dad.
how to-use the computer.. [/ - -

| What happens at home matters. When our kldS come home from
school, do they. plck up a book =-- or do they sit glued to the
tube watching music videos? Recent studles prove something we
all know: that television doesn‘t stlmulate our -brains; it
sedates us;;soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

still, the future of American education depends on more than

vhat happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. Our
communities and businesses must support educational values, too.

So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value

education and intellect? In the working world, do we reward
employees who want to improve themselves -- do employers
encourage workers to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the community can play a role in this

revolution. No: every member of the community must play a role.
So parents: Don't be a stranger in your child's school.

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your

business to.find out whether your child's school is drug-free.
Talk to your school board about school choice =~ about the
curriculum -- about ways to put your schools and their resources
to use year round. And don't ever take no for an answer when you

want to visit and ask questions. //



g
You don't have to have klds 1h school to have a stake in
what happens 1n the classroom.' For the older folks among;us,"
don't complaln about Ykids todayﬁ 4- or that-the neighborhood
» "isn't what it used to be." Get 1nvolved. Go 1nto your schools
-=- get actlve in the communlty -- see what you can do to help.
The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved -=-- -
not just in word, but in deed. You can think of it as community
service -- giving something back to.the conmunity your company
calls home. Or, think of it in terms of self-interest and sound
business -- improving the schools to cultivate the kind of future
employees your company needs to keep ahead. //

But above all, get moving. Get involved. That's the idea.
behind what I call America»2000 Communities -- places that demand

that schools play a central role in community life.
We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our
schools -- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must

-ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make this

Nation every bit the leader in the Century ahead that it has been
since 177s6. . .

All revolutions require principles, ideals and hopes. Start:
with the sghse of possibility you feel today, and build on it.
And by all means: Do not rest until we win this revolution. ///

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome -- and
may God bless the United States of America.

| ¥ # #
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Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcoma. It's my pleasura
to walcome all of you back to scheol =- to help my goed friend
Governcr Jock xoiornnn kick off Maina 2000 -- and to mest with
the new Lewisten High Class of '95. // o cshedc

[Introductory acknowledgamqnts: Congresswoman Snhowe, Sec.
Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: I'll keap up
with my computer lessons, but I ghagln;glx_:g:uﬁﬂ_ to writs a |
report on "What I did on wy summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remembsr our own kids going off to schocl many
ysars ago. Now our kids are grown =-- and we watch our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just lika each of you. //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, =ome of those kindergartnars seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger.j] It
works that way for parents, too. Each new yaér wipes the siatea
as ¢lean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing.eaeh
other eaéiﬂutumtng“aﬂutz Farents embrace the eternal hope that
this vear their ehildrén will come home with straight a's,

- Eduscation and expectation: the two go hand injhand. Your
world == the whole world -- trembles with possibiiity. One day,
we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; thé next, it
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séams, we use computers and lasar printers. One day, the Soviet
' Union, bellicese and threateriing, stares at us from across- the
sea. But just last month, we maw 70 years of history swept away 
in a single week. This is our world -- and if wa are to thrive
in it, we must understand history, geography, math, scienca._ p ¥}e§i:f

16
when challsnges confront us, we must have what it takes to aqg,log %;@

: A -,
Thatts the world waiting for tha Class of - the world {{g‘;‘p{a -

you will shapa. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that

come with sach schoocl year. But wa adults must make sure that we
also feel that sense of_égngg;ggign -= that fealing that the

school docors open g y, for us all.

The battle for the future begine right hefe. The rinaing
gchool bhall sdunds an glarm -~ 8 Yazrping to all of us who care
about the state of American education: If we den't educaté our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted,

Evary day brings new evidence of orisis. The national
average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive
years. £Saorea on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-te the lowest level
eyer. These sad statistics tell us what we already know: Qur |

Buk haﬁ many of us demand better of our children, ocursalves,
our =cheols? Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and
studants remain ungoncerned -- uncenvinced that the state of our
schools should worry ;ngm. Sure, ﬁhay know somathing is wrong:
Aszk thsn teo grade the pnat 1

L5, and not even one-fourth
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will give cur'nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to gradnf
thelr own schools, and you get a diffsrent answer: three~fourths
grade their @chool as good -- aven excellent.

We seam te think the crisis in American education plagues
soma other city or stata, or some other school across town --
anvuhere bu£ our scheol. Some of ug Just don't want to ask tough
questions and risk angering teachers andladminiatintpru. And
some of us seem to balievs ﬁnat while‘eﬁerything else in the
world changes, our schools shouldn't == that what was good enough

for us should bs good enough for our kids. //

Wa ghare responsibility for the giate of avery school andl
sach ipdividual gtudent -- hare in Lewiston, and in a hundred
thousand schools in cities and towna all across America. If our
schools fail us, wa can't blame Waashington or Augusta: We must
blama ourselvﬁs for betraying our own children.

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I
established gix ambitious National Education Goals == goals
pested today right here on the walls of this gym. In April, at
the White House I announced America 2000: a national education

strategy to move us forward toward those goals. //

S e To'day
it's time to seize the moment, and do great things.- //

'By the year 2000, wa pledgad to Wimﬂ

'In 1990, Lewiston High

graduated 98 percent of its ¢lass =- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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short years. You've sarned the right to ba proud. But before
you get too comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent
moxra than 20 of the freshmen seataed bshind me won't be walking
across that stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at ﬁha

Civic canter.

We'vae challenged oursalves to bacome :L:E:_in_thg_un:ldfin
' meth and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand iath. .
Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of |
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the world mattsrs hezrs -
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of
its history, Lewiston was a mill town, producing textiles and -
shoes. Times change., Today, Lewiston's traditional industrias.
account for only 10 parcent of the local economy -~ and even the.
so~callsd traditional industries have changed enorﬁously. {Maybr
Howaniec tells ma L.L. Bean has located its new talemarketing
center in Lewiston.}. '. | |
Increasingly, the.motherS'ﬁnd fathers of this freshman class
" work in ney companies employing new technologies. Soma have aven
started small businesses of their own. 8till; wae can;t ba. '
content to educata our children with today's businesses in nind.
By the timg%pur kids graduate from high school or'college or
. graduate séﬁooi, nev industries will have sprouted up; our
economy will demand new skills.
‘This country was built by generations of Americans with
strong backs, and the will to work from =un up to sundown. Aé
citizens of the paxt century, tbday'SIch Graders will have to
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use their minds -- to push forward the tschnological revolution
transforming the world. The pionsers of the next American
century must blaze new sorts of trailg; they must explore the far
cornaers of a future governed as much by microﬁaves and lasers as
by coal or steel. Tha greatest rescurce for our future lies daap
in the recesses of our minda, and the key to our nation's success
lies with that old-tashionad treagure -- Yankee ingonuity. /1

But let's face it: We wen't make progress if wa can't

hexsure succase. By tha year 2000, we must gall on gtndents st~

D _qEMonscrata of- RHReCNCa 11 g COre

. gubjgcts. We'll have the first of these American Achievement -
Tests in place for tha 1993-94 school year. Each state must
d@veiop its own means of measuring progress -- its own report
card -- and shars thae rasults. |

That's crucial. We can't hide our heads in the sand. we
can't afford to treat our children's success or failure as if it
were a gtate sacrat. Fach studant and every parent dasarves te
know whether they and their schocls measure up to world-class
standards. - |

Oone of the key reasons for the poor parforﬁance we gee today
comes from: having asked oo much of teachers =-- expacting them to
act as soci&l workers, part-time paychologists and family
counselors. At the same timo,_wn‘ve asked top Jlittle of our
students, of ourselves éndlour society. .

We'va shied away from asking our students to excel -- and

from holding them accountable when they don't. We figura, if



SENT BY:The TICKET CENTER v §=30-81 10+04AM 3 LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS~ 82188 8

L]

-6
they get A's, they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer
.means what it used to mean. As a nétion, we sometimes seem more
worried about how our students feel than what they learn. That's
got to chanéo. Whén students graduate, they deserve more than a
diploma. They deserve ah edycation. //

But success by the ydar'zooo demands sven mora of us. Every
Anerican ghild should atarﬁ school ready to lemrn. Every
American adult should be literate ~- and evary American school
must be drug-frae. e M’VA a5t O

- Here in Lewiston, some of today's new freshmen participated
in Head Stagrt == a proven program I(want to open up to thousands
nere pre=achool childrent In the battle against illagal drugs;
ﬁewisten schools have taken the lead through D.A.R.E. and other
drug prevention programs, beginning in slemsntary school. And
tonight, right here at Lewigton High, a new school year 5qqins
for adulis learning how to read, studying for their GED -- living
proof 1t is naver too late to learn., //

Every community and every school must make those goals thai;
own -~ as this state does today with Majpe 2000. Let the start’

of this new achool year spark a rev

So fag, I've spoken about our schools =-- about the
revolution in American education that must take place within
-thege walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.

Lat'me uss a “"word éroblem" to show you why. Aassume a child

éoes to school from Kindergartah to 12th grade, and never mizses
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a day. Subtract summers and weekends == all the hours berpra and
after school. How much time ao our children spend in classrocoms?
The answer may surprise you. It's nine-percent; one-
eleventh of thaeir time. They zpend the rest of thaeir livos
elsevhere -- at home, play;ng with friends, in the shopping mali.
({Now, maybe parents won't f£ind the faoct our kids spand 91

too hard to beliava =

= especially when it seems like we spénd 50 percent of gur time
nagging our kids to elean their rooms.]]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the difference
in the world. We can‘t blame tha schacls alone for that dismal
drop in SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken
the time to read to our kids =- to talk with them =- to& teach
them the arts of communication -- how to think, how to write and
speak cleafly;

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kids
only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You'ara -= and always -
will ba -- your sons! and daughters' first teachers. [/

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
15 minutes & day == 15 minutes -- in.ccnversation with their
child. Mbat people spend that much time on gg::gg_h:ggk

Tha freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
their homewark chacked. And maybe as pargnts -- ¢artainly this
Presidsent will admit -~ we can't keep up with the latest in
computar technology. But that doesn't meah we can't help. The

Class of '95 is 014 enough to sit down, read a nawséapar, and
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talk with their parents about what's going on in the world, to
take ipter '

) In exchange, they
can use those speaking and thinking skills to teach mom and dad ,
how Eo use tha cemputer. //
_ | What happens at homa mattérs. When our kids come home troq
school, do they pick up a book =-- or do thay sit glued to tha‘
tube watching nmusic videos? ﬁacent gtudies prove something we
all know: that television doasn't gtimulate our brainas; it
sedates us, soothes us -~ and doces not cngllgnqe us. .
Still, the future of American education depends on mora than
vhat happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. Our

communities and businesses must gupport cducational values, too,

Sc ask yourselves: igs, do we value

education and intellect? In the working world, do we reward

employaees who want to improve themszaelves -- do employers

encourage workers to go hack to schoocl, to learn new skills?

So paréntss

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
business ggffind out whether your child's school is drug-free.
Talk to yoﬁr school hoard about school choica -- about the
curriculum -- about ways to put your achools and their resources
to uze year round. And don't ever téke'no for an answer when you

want to visit and ask questions. //
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You don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in
what happans in the clasarcom. Fer the older folks among us,
don't complain about *kids today" -- or that the naighberhocd
"isn't what it used to be." Get involved. Go into yeur schools
-~ get active in the commﬁnity -= gag what ysu.cﬁn do te help.

The same goss for local business leaders. Get involved -
not just in word, but in deed. You can think of it as comnunity
sarvice -- giving something back to the community your company
calls home. Or, think 6f it in terms of zelf-interaest and sound
business -- improving the scheols to cultivate the kind of future

employeeg your company naeds to keep ahead. //

But above all, gat moving. Get involyed. That's the idea
bahind what I call Amgzigg_zggg_ggmmnnigigg == placas that demand

that scheols play a central role in community lit..
We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our
gchools -~ here in Lewiston and acrose the country. We must

ignite a We must make this

Nation every bit the leader in the Century ahaad that it has been
since 1776. | |

All revolntions require principles, ideals and hopes., Start:
with the semee of possibility you feel today, and build on it.

And by all means: 171

Once again, my thanks to ydu for thiz warm waelcoma -- and
may God bless the United States of Awmerica.
# ¥ #
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Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcome. It's my pleasure
to welcome all of you back to school -- to help my good friend
Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet with
the new Lewiston High Class of '95. //

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman Snowe, Sec.
Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: 1I'll keep up
with my computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a
report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remember our own kids going off to school many
years ago. Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our grandkids,
{x} of them, start a new school year just like each of you. //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger.]] It
works that way for parents, too. Each new year wipes‘the slate
as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing each
other and becoming cool. Parents embrace the.eternal hope that
this year their children will come home with straight A's.

Education and expectation: the two go hand in hand. Your
world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
Union, streng and threatening, stares at us from across the sea.
The next, the threat—sevems to vanish—and—the—strength-secems—a-
-mirage.— Our world changes more gquickly-than-any of-us could-—.
M . .
pessibry—imagime. Just last month, we saw 70 years of history in

Ths 2 &ca baz&»&X\—”
the Soviet Union swept away in a single week. It—seems—as if an

. . A
atlas—or—a histo¥y book has a shorter shelf Tife—thammilik. If
LW anl +—
+vou—warnt to thrive in éhat—kind-of—we;ld, ;;&'must understand

A
history, geography, math, science; yod must be able to express

yourself clearly. When challenges confront §3§:.§Sﬁcmﬁst have
what it takes to act. éd;ztgs,a%#”{

That's the world waiting for the Class of 1995 -- the world
you will ‘shape. / Students, you feel the opening day jitters
that come with each school year. But we adults must make sure
that we also feel that sense of expectation -- that feeling that
the scﬁool doors open a new world of possibility, for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing
school bell sounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted.

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. The national
average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

years. Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled to the lowest level

ever. These sad statistics tell us what we already know: Our

schools don't work.
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But ﬁow many of us demand better of our children, ourselves,
our schools? Not many, I suspect. Polls suggest too many
parents and students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the
state of our schools should worry them. Sure, they know
something is wrong: Ask them to grade the natioﬁ's schools, and
not even one-fourth df=them will give our nation's schools an A
or B. But ask them to grade their own_ schools, and you get a
different answer: three-fourths grade their school as good --
even excellent.

We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
some other city or state, or some other school across town --
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
guestions and risk angering teachers and administrators. And

some of us seem to believe that while everything else in the

' N ermo g
world changes, our schools shouldn't -- that what-wa—geéfZ:fL o

scthool should be good enough for our kids. [/

Think about Yt: If you had to purchgse a car today, you

wouldn't go out and\look for a jalopy madé when you were in

elémentary school. u'd look for something\ modern, efficient -

- better. So why should we saddle our childrex with jalopy

educations? Why should wg ask them to live in the past, when fj(
they must determine this nation's future? ﬁ;/ﬂ
| The schools w& graduated from wouldn't pass 1e test in %zlﬁdx

1991. And the very Yest schools right now won't be‘good enough ,dﬂﬁ

Ty

for the year 2000 -- r the new century and new worl beyond.<§‘ gv
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We share responsibility for the state of every school and
each individual student -~ here in Lewiston, and in a hundred
thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Augusta: We must
blame ourselves for betraying our own children.

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. In April, at
the White House I announced America 2000: a national education -
strategy to move us forward'toward those goals. [/ ’7261447 /%’(;3°#b"~€

Today, those go4ls -- and the target date for reachingrthem '

-- may seem remote¢. But when you regch my age, nine year

seize our moment, and do great things. //

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the national

graduation rate to at least 90 percent. In 1990, Lewiston High
graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national
average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
short years.

You've earned the right to be proud. But before you get too
comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent {more than 20}
of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walking across that

stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at the Civic center.
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We've challenged ourselves to become first in the world in
math and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th.

Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the world matters here -
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of
its history, Lewiston was a mill town, producing textiles and
shoes. Times change. Today, Lewiston's traditional industries
account for only 10 percent of the local economy -- and even the
so-called traditional industries have changed enormously. {Mayor
[xxx] tells me L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketing center
in Lewiston.}

Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this freshman class

work in new companies employing new technologies. Some have even

started small businesses of their own. Still, we can't be
content to educate our children with today's businesses in mind.
By the time our kids graduate from high school or college or
graduaté school, new industries will have sprouted up; our
economy will demand new skills.

This country was built by generations of Americans with

strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As

citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
tfansforming the world. The pioneers of the next American
century must blaze new sorts of trails; they must efgizfe the far

YU EACVZVCI
corners of a future governed as much by e}ectroms as by coal or

;ﬁﬂ&i& steel. The greatest resource for our future lies deep in
—
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the recesses of our minds, and the key to our nation's success
lies with that old-fashioned treasure -- Yankee ingenuity. //
But let's facf it: We won't make progress if we can't
measure success. By the year 2000, we must call on students at

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core

subjects. We'll have the first of these American Achievement
Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must
develop its own means of measuring progress -- its own report

card -- and share the results.

That's crucial. Foe—many—schouls Cover up test resulits, or

refuse—t0 Probe those results too ueeply— We can't hide our 1
¢ carn 't AfFord F .
heads in the sand. school _has-—the—right to treat our own

children's successes or failures as if they were state secrets.
Each student and every parent deserves to know whether they and
their schools measure up to world-class standards.

One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today
comes from having asked too much of teachers —-- expecting them to
act as social workers, part-time psychologists and family
counselors. At the same time, we've asked too little of our
‘ students, of ourselves and our society.

We've shied away from asking our students to excel -- and
from holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
they get A's, they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer

+o ntin -
means a—thimg. As a nation, we sometimes seem more worried about

how our students feel than what they learn. That's got to
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change. When students graduate, they deserve more than a
diploma. They deserve an education. //

But success by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every
American child should start school ready to learn. Every
American adult should be literate -- and every American school
must be drug-free.

Here in Lewiston, some of today's new freshmen participated
in Head Start -- a proven program I want to open up to thousands
more pre-school children. 1In the battle against illega; drugs,
Lewistbn schools have taken the lead through D.A.R.E. and other
drug prevention programs, beginning in elementary school. And
tonight, right here at Lewiston High, a new school year begins
for adults learning how to read, studying for their GED -- living
proof it is never too late to learn. //

Every community and every school must make those goals their
own -- as this state does today with Maine 2000. Let the start
of this new school year spark a revolution in American education.

So far, I've spoken about our schools -- about the
revolution in American education that must take place within

~these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.

Not even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child
goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, and never misses
a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and

after school. How much time do our children spend in classrooms?



8

The answer may surprise you. It's nine-percent; one-
eleventh of their time. They spend the rest of their lives
elsewhere, at home, playing with friends, in the shopping mall.
/1

[[Now, maybe parents won't find the fact our kids spend 91
percent of their time outside the classroom too hard to believe -
- especially when it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time
nagging our kids to clean their rooms.]]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the difference
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for that dismal
drop in SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken
the time to read to our kids =-- to talk with them -- to teach
them the arts of communication, how to think, how to write and
speak clearly.

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kids
only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You are -- and always
will be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
15 minutes a day =-- 15 minutes --in conversation with their
- child. Most people spend that much time on coffee break.

The freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
their homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certainly this
Pfesident will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The
Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, read a newspaper, and

talk with their parents about what's going on in the world, to
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take interests, opinions, and ideas seriously. In exchange, they
can use those speaking and thinking skills to teach mom and dad

how to use the computer. //

What happens at home matters. When our kids come home from

school, do they pick up a book -- or do they sit glued to the &
tube watching music videos? Recent studies prove something we ’
all know: that television doesn't stimulate our brains; it

sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us. _J

Still, the future of American education depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen tabie. Our
communities and businesses must support educational values, too.

So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value
education and intellect? In_the working world, do we reward
employees who want to improve themselves -- do employeré
encourage workers to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the community can play a role in this

revolution. No: every member of the community must play a role.

So parents: Don't be a stranger in your child's school.
Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
~business to find out whether yoﬁr child's school is: drug-free. V&ﬁwf\
Talk to your school board about school choice -- about the z}b\

curriculum -- about ways to put your schools and their resources
to use year round. And don't ever take no for an answer when you

want to visit and ask questions. //

You don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in

what happens in the classroom. For the older folks among us,
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don't complain about "kids today" -- or that the neighborhood
"isn't what it used to be." Get involved. Go into your schools
-- get active in the community -- see what you can do to help.

The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved --
not just in word, but in deed. You can think of it as community
service -- giving something back to the community your company
calls home. Or, think of it in terms of self-interest and sound
business -- improving the schools to cultivate the kind of future

employees your company needs to keep ahead. //

But above all, get moving. Get involved. That's the idea
behind what I call America 2000 Communities -- places that demand

that schools play a central role in community life.

We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our
schools -- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must
ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make this
Nation every bit the leader in the Century ahead that it has been
since 1776.

All revolutions require principles, ideals and hopes. Start
with the sense of possibility you feel today, and build on it.

,lxuux—wait—for—the_excitement—to_go_away—==}g£d by all means: Do
not rest until we win this revolution. ///

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome -- and

may God bless the United States of America.

¥ # #
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Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcome. It's my pleasure
to welcome all of you back to school -- to help my good friend
Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet with
thé new Lewiston High Class of '95. //

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman Snowe, Sec.
Alexander; etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: I'll keep up
with my.computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a
report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbéfa and I remember our own kids going off to séhool many
years ago. Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our grandkids,
10 of them, start a neﬁ school year just like each of you. [/

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring alohg Arnold Schwarzenegger.]] It
works that way fbr parents, too. Each new yeér wipes the slate
as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing each
other and'fécoming cool. Parents embrace the eternal hope that
this year their children will come home with straight A's.

Education and expectation: the two go hand in hand. Your
world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us frbm across the
sea. But just last month, we saw 70 years of history swept away
in a single week. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive
in it, we must understand history, geography, math, science;
When challenges confront us, we must have what it takes to act.

That's the world waiting for the Class of 1995 ~- the world
you will shape. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that
come with each school year. But we adults must make sure that we
also feel that sense of expectation -- that feeling that the
school doors open a new world of possibility, for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing

school bell sounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care

about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons aﬁd daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted.

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. The national
average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

years. Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level

ever. These sad statistics tell us what we alréady know: OQur-
schools-dog!t work. |

But how many of us demand better of our children, ourselves,
our schools?  Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and
students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the state of our
schools should worry them. Sure, they know something is wrong:

Ask them to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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will give our nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade’

their own schools, and you get a different answer: three-fourths

grade. their school as good -- even excellent.

We seem fo think the crisis»in American education plagues
some other city or state, or some other school across town —-
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questions and risk angering teachers and administrators. And
some of us seem to believe that while everything else in the
world changes, our schools shouldn't -- that what was good enough
for us should be good enough for our kids. //

We share responsibility for the state of every school and.
each individual student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred
thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Auguéta: We must
blame ourselves for betraying our own childfén,

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. In April, at

the White House I announced America 2000: a national education

strategy to move us forward toward those goals. //

We don!t get a second chance to change the future. Today

it's time to seize the moment, and do great things. //

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the national

graduation rate to at least 90 percent. In 1990, Lewiston High

graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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short years. You've earned the right to be proud. But before
you get too comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent
more than 20 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walking
across that stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at the

Civic Center.

We've challenged ourselves to become first in the world i
math and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th. .

Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the world matters here -.
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of
its history, Lewiston was a mill town, producing textiles and
shoes. Times change. Today, Lewiston's traditional industries
account for-onli 10 percent of the local economy -- and even the.
so-called traditional industries have changed enorﬁously. {Mayor
Howaniec tells me L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketing
center in Lewiston.}

Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this freshman class
 work in new companies employing new technologies. Some have even
started small businesses of their own. Still, we can't be‘
content to educate our children with today's businesses in mind.
By the timg%our kids graduate from high school or college or
graduate séhool, new industries will have sprouted up; our
economy will demand new skillé.

This country was built by generations of Americans with
strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As

citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
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use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming the world. The pionéers of the next American
century must blaze new sorts of trails; they nmust explore the far
corners of a future governed as much by microwave;’and lasers as
by coal or steel. The greatest resource for our future lies deep
in the recesses of our minds, and the key to our nation's success
lies with that old-fashioned treasure -- Yankee ingenuity. //

But let's face it: We won't ﬁake progress if we can't

heasure success. By the year 2000, we must call on students at-

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core
subjects. We'll have the firstﬂof these American Achievement
Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must
develop its-own means of measuring progress -- its own report
card -- and share the results.

That's crucial. We can't hide our heads in the sand. We
can't afford to treat our children's success or failure as if it
were a state secret. Each student and every parent deserves t6
know whether they and their schools measure up to world-class
standards.

One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today
comes from having asked too much of teachers -- expecting them to
act as social workers, part-time psychologists~and family
counselors. At the same time, we've asked too little of our
students, of ourselves and our society.

We've shied away from asking our students to excel —- and

from holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
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they get A's, they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer

means what it used to mean. As a nation, we sometimes seem more - -

worried about how our students feel than what they learn. That's
got to change. When students graduate, they deserve more than a
diploma. They deserve an education. l/

But success by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every

American child should start school ready to learn. Every
American adult should be literate -- and every American'school
must be drug-free.

Here in Lewiston, some of today's new freshmen participaﬁed

in Head Start -- a proven program I want to open up to thousands

more pre-school children. In the battle against illegal drugs,
Lewiston schools have taken the lead through D.A.R.E. and other
drug prevention programs, beginning in elementary school. And
tonight, right here at Lewiston High, a new school year begins
for adults learning how to reéd, studying for their GED -- living
proof it is never too late to learn. //

Every community and every school must make those goals their
own -- as this state does today with Maine 2000. Let the start
of this new school year spark a_revolution in American education.

So far, I've spoken about our schools -= about the
revolution in American education that must take place within

these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.

Not even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child

goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, ahd never misses
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a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and
after school. How much time do our children spend in classrooms?

The answer may surprise you. It's nine-percent; one-
eleventh of their time. They spend the rest of their lives
elsewhere -- at home, playing with friends, in the shopping mall.

[ [Now, maybe parents won't find the fact our kids spend 91
percent of their time outside the classroom too hard to believe -
= especially when it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time
nagging our kids to clean their rooms. ] ]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the difference
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for that dismal
‘ drop in SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken
the time tb read to our kids -~ to talk with them -- to teach
them the arts of communication -- how to think, how to write and
speak clearly.

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kids
only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You are -- and always
will be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
15 minutes a day -- 15 minutes -- in conversation with their

child. Most people spend that much time on coffee break.

The freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
their homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certainly this
President will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The -

Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, read a newspaper, and
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talk with their parents about what's going on in the world, to
take interests, oginioné. and ideas seriously. In exchange, they
can use those speaking and thinking skills to teach mom and dad
how to use the computer. //

What happens at _home matters. When our kids come home from
school, do they pick up a book -- or do they sit glued to the
tube watching music videos? Recent studies prove something we
all know: that television doesn't stimulate our ‘brains; it
sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

Still, the future of American education depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchén table. Our
communities and businesses must support educational values, too.

So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value

education and intellect? In the working world, do we reward
employees who want to improve themselves -- do employers
encourage workers to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the communitvy can play a role in this

revolution. No: every member of the community must play a role.

So parents: Don't be a stranger in vour child's school.

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
business to. find out whether your child's school is drug-free.
Talk to your school board about school choiée =- about the
curriculum -- about ways to put youf schools and their resources
to use year round. And don't ever take no for an answer when you

want to visit and ask questions. //
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You don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in
what happens in the classroom. For the older folks among us,
don't complain about "kids today" -- or that the neighborhood .
"isn't what it used to be." Get involved. Go into your schools
= get active in the community -- see what you can do to help.

The same goes for local business leaders. Get invoived —-—
not just in word, but inideed. You can think of it as community
service -- giving something back to the community your company
calls home. Or, think of it in terms of self-interest and sound
business -- improving'tpe schools to cultivate the kind of future
employees your company needs to keep ahead. //

But above all, get moving. Get involved. That's the idea

behind what I call America 2000 Communities —-- places that demand

that schools play a centrgl role in community life;

We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our
schools =- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must
ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make this
Nation every bit the leader in the Century ahead that it has been
since 177s6. |

All revolutions require principles, ideals and hopes. start:
with the sense of possibility you feel today, and build on it.
And by all means: Do not rest until we win this revolution. ///

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome —-— and
may God bléss the United States of America.

¥ # #
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Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcome. It's my pleasure
to welcome all of you back to school -- to help my good friend A
Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet with
the new Léwiston High Class of '95. //

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman Snowe, Sec.
Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: I'll keep up
with my computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a
report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remember our own kids going off to school many
years ago. Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January’
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring alohg Arnold Schwarzenegger.]] It
works that way for parents, too; Each new yeér wipes the slate
as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing each
other and Becbming cool. Parents embrace the eternal hope that
this year their children will come home with straight A's.

Education and expectation: the two go hand in hand. Your

world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
sea. But just last month, we saw 70 years of history swept away
in a single week. This'is our world -- and if we are to thrive
in it, we must understand history, geography, math, science.
When challenges confront us, we must have what it takes to act.

That's the world waiting for the Class of 1995 -- the world
you will shape. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that
come with each school year. But we adults must make sure that we
also feel that sense of_egpectation -- that feeling that the
school doors open a_new world of possibility, for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing
school bellzsounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care
. about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted.

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. The national
average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

Years. Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to_the lowest level

ever. These sad statistics tell us what we alréady know: Our
schools don't work.

But how many of us demand better of our children, ourselves,
our schools? ' Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and

students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the state of our

schools should worry them. Sure, they know something is wrong:

Ask them to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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will give our nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade

their own schools, and you get a different answer: three-fourths

grade their school as good -- even exceilent.

We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
some other city or state, or some other school across town —-
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questions and .risk angering teachers and administrators. And
some of us seem to believe that while everything else in the
world changes, our schools shbuldn't--— that what was good enough
for us should be good enough for our kids. //

We share responsibility for the state of every school and.

each individual student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Auguéta: We must
blame ourselves for betraying our own children.

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. 1In April, at
the White House I announced America 2000: a national education
strategy to move us forward toward those goals. //

We.don;t get a second chance to change the future. Today
it's time to seize the moment, and do great things. //

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the national

graduation rate to at least 90 percent. In 1990, Lewiston High

graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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short years. You've earned the right to be proud. But before
you get too comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent
more than 20 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walking
across that stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at the
Civic Center.

We've challenged ourselves to become first in the world i
math and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th. .

Ranking first means more than engaging in some sort of
intellectual Olympics. Where we rank in the world matters here -
- and it should matter to you. Look at Lewiston. For most of
its history, Lewiston was a mill fown, producing textiles and
shoes. Times change. Today, Lewiston's traditional ihdustries
account for:only 10 percent of the local economy -- and even the..
so-called traditional industries have changed enorﬁously. {Mayor
Howaniec tells me L.I. Bean has located its new téelemarketing
center in Lewiston.}

Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this freshman class
" work in new companies employing new technologies. Some have even
started small businesses of their own. Still, we can't be.
content to educate our children with today's businesses in mind.
By the timg%our kids graduate from high school or college or
- graduate school, new industries will have sprouted up; our
economy will demand new skills.

This country was built by generations of Americans with
strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As

citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
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use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming the world. The pioneers of the next American
-~ century must blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far
corners of a future governed as much by microwaves and lasers as
by coal or steel. The greatest resource for our future lies deep
in the recesses of our minds, and the key to our nation's success
lies with that old-fashioned treasure -- Yankee ingenuity. //

But let's face it: We won't make progress if we can't
measure success. By the year 2000, we must call on students at-

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core
subjects. We'll have the first of these American Achievement

Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must
develop its:own means of measufing progress -- its own report
card -- and share the results.

That's crucial. We can't hide our heads in the sand. We
can't afford to treat our children's success or failure as if it
were a state secret. Each student and every parent deserves to
know whether they and their schools measure up to world-class
standards.

One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today
comes from having asked too much of teéchers -~ expecting them to
act as social workers, part-time psychologists'and family
counselors. At the same time, we've asked too little of our
students, of ourselves and our society.

We've shied away from asking our students to excel -- and

from holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
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they get A's, they must be doing okay, even if an A no longer

means what it used to mean. As a nation, we sometimes seem more

worried about how our students feel than what they learn. That's
got to change. When students graduate, they deserve more than a
diploma. They deserve an education. //

But success by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every

American child should start school ready to learn. Every

American adult should be literate -- and every American school

must be drug-frée.

Here in Lewiston, some of today's new freshmen participafed
in Head Start -- a proven program I want to open up to thousands
more pre-school children. 1In the battle against illegal drugs,
Lewiston schools have taken the lead through D.A.R.E. and other
drug prevention programs, beginning in elementary school. And
tonight, right here at Lewiston High, a new school year begins
for adults learning how to read, studying for their GED -- living
proof it is never too late to learn. //

Every community and every school must make those goals their
own -~ as this state does today with Maine 2000. Let the start
of this new school year spark a revolution in American education.

So far, I've spoken about our schools -- about the

revolution in American education that must take place within

these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.

Not_ even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child

goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, ahd never misses
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a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and
after school. How much time ao our children spend in classrooms?

The answer may surprise you.' It's nine-percent; one-
eleventh of their time. They spend the rest of their lives
elsewhere -- at home, playing with friends, in the shopping mall.

[[Now, maybe parents won't find the fact our kids spend 91
bercent of their time outside the classroom too hard to believe -
— especially when it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time
nagging our kids to clean their rooms{]]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the difference
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for that dismal
drop in SAT verbal scores. The drop means that we haven't taken
the time t6 read to our kids -- to talk with them -- to teach
them the arts of communication -- how to think, hdﬁ to write and
speak clearly.

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kids
only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3;00 p.m. You are -- and always
will be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
15 minutes a day -- 15 minutes -- in conversation with their

child. Most people spend that much time on coffee break.

The freshman here‘today_may think they're a bit old to have
their homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certainly this
President will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The

Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, read a newspaper, and
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talk with their parents about what's going on in the world, to
take interests, opinions, and ideas seriously. 1In exchange, they
can use those speaking and thinking skills to teach m§m and dad
how to use the computer. //

What happens at home matters. When our kids come home from
school, do they pick up a book -- or do they sit glued to the
tube watching music videos? Recent studies prove something we
all know: that television doesn't stimulate our ‘brains; it
sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

Still, the future of American education depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. our
communities and businesses must support educational values, too.

So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value

education and intellect? In the working world, do we reward
employees who want to improve themselves -- do employers
encourage workers 'to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the community can plav a role in this

revolution. No: every member of the community must play a role.

So parents: Don't be a stranger in your- child's school.

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
business to. find out whether your child's school is drug-free;
Talk to your school board about school choice -- about the
curriculum -- about ways to put youf schools and their resoufces
to use year round. And don't ever take no for an answer when you

want to visit and ask questions. //
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You don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in
what happens in the classroom. For the older folks among us,
don't complain about "kids today" -- or that the neighborhood
"isn't what it used to be." Get involved. Go into your schools
—-— get active in the community -- see what you can do to help.

The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved --
not just in word, but in deed. You can think of it as community
service -- giving something back to the community your company
calls home. Or, think of it in terms of self-interest and sound
business -- improving the schools to cultivate the kind of future
employees your company needs to keep ahead. [/

But above all, get moving. Get involved. That's the idea

behind what I call America 2000 Communities —- places that demand

that schools play a central role in community life;

We need that kind of revolutionary attitude to reform our
schools -- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must
ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make this
Nation every bit the leader in the Century ahead that it has been
since 1776. |

All revolutions require principles, ideals and hopes. Start:
with the sense of possibility you feel today, and build on it.
And by all means: Do not rest until we win this revolution. ///

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome —-— and

may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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’PﬁESIDENTIAL'REMARng ‘LEWISTON HIGH SCHOOL, MAINE
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Thanks, all of you, for this'warm welcome. It's my pleasure»
to welcome all of you back to school ——:to helplmy good friend
.Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 —- and to meet with
the new Lewiston ngh Class of '95. // .

[Introductory acknowledgements- COngressweman Snowe, Sec.

' Alexander, etc.] [[Let me,say to Lamar Alexander: TI'll keep up -
with my computer lessons, but I-abselutelz refnse to write a
'report.on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remember our own kids going eff to school many
years’ago; Now‘onr kids are grown -- and we watch.our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. /[

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
lst -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
" Elementary School. Still, some of those'kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring.alpng Arnold Schwarzenegger.]] It
works‘that way for parents, too. Each nemZyegg wipes the slate
as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing each 3
other.andéﬁﬁnﬁﬁiﬁ§=535¥?- Parents embrace the eternal hope that
‘this xear their children willlcome home with straight A's. '

Education and enpectation: the twe'éo hand in hand. Your
world -- the whole world —- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the‘Soviet.'
. Union,,hellioose and threatening, stares at us from across the
- sea. But just last month).ue saw 70 years of history swept away.’
“in a single week. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive
in it, we must understand history, geography,ymath,.soience.
-'When:challenges confront us, we must have what it takes to act.

That's the world uaiting.for the Class of 1995 -- the world
you will shape. Students, you feelhthe opening day jitters that
' come with each school year.' But we adults must make sure that we
: also:feel that sense of;eggeotation -- that feeling‘that'the
:'schoolldoors open a_new world of- ossibility, for us all.

| The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing

school bell sounds an.a;grmy--‘a.warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education: vawe don‘t'educate our
sons and daughters well, they w111 no longer enjoy the b1e551ngs
we take for granted.

Every day brings new ev1dence of crisis. The national
~average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

years. Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level

ever. These sad statistics tell us whatvwe already know:'gu;
schools don't work |

But how many of us demand better of our chlldren, ourselves,n
our schools? Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and
students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the state of our
schools should worry them. Sure, they know somethlng is wrong.

Ask them to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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will give our nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade

their own SChools, and you get a different answer: three-fourths
grade their school as good -- even exceilent.

We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
some other city or state, or some other school across town --
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questions énd risk angering teachers and administrators. And
some of us seem to believe that while eﬁerything else in the
world chénges, our schools shouldn't -- that what was good enough
for us should be good enough for our kids. //

" We share responsibility for the §§g§§_g£;ggg§z_§gggg; and.

each individual student -~ here .in Lewiston, and in a hundred

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If our
schools fail us, we can't blame Washington or Auguéta: We must
blame ourselves for betraying our own children.

Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors énd I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. In April, at
the White House I announced America 2000: a nat10na1 education

4 AMUS .
strategy to move us forward toward those goals. hﬂL}Ld%/zP ms”

We don!t get a second chance to change the future. Today

it's time to seize the moment, and do great thlngs. //

By the year 2000 we pledged to raise the national

draduation rate to at least 90 percent. In 1990, Lewiston High

graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewistpn has cut its drop-out rate in half in four



4
short years. You've/earned the right to be proud.- But before-
'You get too comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent
more than 20 of the freshmen seated behlnd me won't be walking
across that stage to get their diploma 4_years‘from_now at the
Civic Center. | .
We've challenged ourselves to become gi;g;_ig_;hé_gg;lg_in'

‘math and science by the year 2000. Right now, we stand 13th. .

Ranklng first means more than engaglng in some sort of
1nte11ectual Olympics.: Where.we rank in the world matters here -
" = and 1t should matter to you. -Look at Lew1ston. For most of
1ts hlstory, Lew1ston was a m111 town, produc1ng textlles and -
shoes.  Times change. Today, Lew1ston s traditional industries..
account for only 10 percent of the local economy - and even the.
"so-called traditional 1ndustr1es have changed enormously. {Mayor
Howanlec tells me L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketlng
center in Lew1ston }

Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this_freshman class
.‘work'in-new companies employing new technologies. Some have even-
started small'businesses of their own.i St111 we can't be
content to educate our children with today s bu51nesses in mind.
By the tlme«our k1ds graduate from h1gh school or college or:
graduate school new industries will have sprouted up, our
economy will demand new: skills.

Thls country ‘was built by generations of Americans w1th
strong backs, and the w1ll to work from sun up to sundown. As

'c1t1zens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
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use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming the world. The pioneers of the next American
century must blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far
corners of a future governed as much by microwaves and lasers as
by coal or steel The greatest resource for our future lies deep
in the recesses of our minds, and the key to our nation's success
311es w1th that old-fashloned treasure -- Yankee ingenuity. //
“But let's face it: We won't make progress if we can't

measure'success; By the year 2000, we must call on students at-

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate the1r competence in five core

subjects. We'll have the first of these Amerlcan Achlevement f

TestS‘in place for the 1993-94 school year; Each state must
IdeVelop its own means of-measuring progress -- its oﬁn report.
card -- and share the results.

That's crucial. We can't hide our heads in the sand. We.
can't;afford to treat our children's success or failure as if it
were a state secret. Each student and every parent deserves to
know whether they and their schools measure up to world-class
standards. - | | |

One of the key reasons for the poor performance we see today -
cones fron%naving asked too much of teachers - expecting thenm to
act as sdéial workers, part-time psychologists and family
counselors.<'At the sane time, we've asked too little of,our
- students, of ourselves and our society,
‘We've shied away from asking our students to excel -- and

from holding them accountable when they don't. We figure, if
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they get A's, they must be d01ng okay, even if an A no longer
means what it used to mean. As a natlon, we sometimes seem more

worrled about how our. students feel than what they- 1earn. That's

got to change. When students graduate, they deserve more than a -
diploma. They deserve an education; /]

But success by the year 2000 demands even more of us. Every

Amerlcan Chlld should start school ready to learn. Every

Amerlcan adult should be llterate -- and every ‘American school

must be drug-free.

Here in Lewiston, some of today's new freshmen participated‘_
in Head Start'-; a proven program I want to open up to ‘thousands
‘more pre-school children. _ln-the battle against illegal drugs, -
Lewiston schools have taken the lead through D.A.R.E. and other -
drug prevention programs, beginning in elementary school. And
tonight, right here at Lewiston High, a new school Year begins
‘for adults learning how to read, studying for their GED -- living
- proof it is never,too late to learn. ,// | |
| | Every community and every school must nake those'goals their
own -- as this state does today with Maine 2000. Let the start.

of this new school year spark a revolution in American education.

So far, I've spoken‘about our schools -- about the

revolution in American education that must take place within

these walls. But the revolution can nelther begln nor: end here.
Not even the best school can ever»be good enough. 4
Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child

goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade,'and never misses
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a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours befdre.and
”_after schooi; How mﬁch time do our children spend in classrooms?
The answer may. surprise you. It's nine-percent; one-
eleventh of their time. They spend the rest of their lives
elsewhere -- at home, playing with friends, in thé shopping mall.
[[ﬁow, maybe parents won't find the fact ohr_kids spend 91
pércent'of'theif time ouﬁside'the classroom toé hard to believe -
- especially when it seems iike we spend 50 percent of our time
: nagging our kids to clean their rdoms{jj | »
But what hapbens in that 91 percent makes all the difference
in the world. We can't blame the schools élone'fbr.that dismél '
: drop'in SAT verbal scores. -The drop means that we haven't taken
the time to read to our kids -- to talk with them —-- to teach

them the arts of communication -- how to thiﬂk, how to write and

speak clearly. ,

Mom and Dad: Don't make the mistake of thinking your kidé_
only learn from 9:00 a.m. td 3:00 p.m. Yoﬁ are -- aﬁd always
will be -- your sons' and daughters' first teachers. //

Here's another shdcking'number: The avérage parent spends .
15 minutgs a day -- 15 minutes -- iﬁ conversation with their |
- child. 'nggﬁ people séendlthaf much time on coffee break.

The ftééhman here ﬁoday may think they're-a Bit-old to have
their homework checked. And ﬁaybe as pareﬁts -- certainly this
President will admit -- we gan'tAkeep up with the latest in
computer technology. But‘that doesn't mean we can't help. The

Class of '95 is old enbth to sit down, read a newspépef, and
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talk with‘their parents about what's going on in the world, to
take interestsl opinions, and ideas seriocusly. In exchange, they
can use those speaklng and thinking skills to teach mom and dad
how to use_the computer. //

What happens at home natters. When our kids come home fron
school, do they pick up a .book ~-- or do they 51t glued to the
tube. watchlng mu51c videos? Recent studles,prove somethlng we

'W@"#— e e

all know: thatAtelev151on doesn't stimulate our -brains; it-

sedates us, soothes us -- and does not challenge us.

still, the future of American educatlon depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. Our
communities and businesses must support educatlonal values, too.

So ask yourselves: In our communities, do we value

education and intellect? In the working world, do'we reward
employees who want to improve themselves -- do employers
encourage workers to go back to school, to learn new skills?

Every member of the community can play a role in this

revolution. No: every member of the community must play a role.
So parents: Don't be a stranger in'your-child's school.
Visit the classrooml Talk to the principal Make it your
business to.flnd outlwhether your child's school is drug—free.
Talk to your school board about school choice -- about the'
curriculum -- about ways to put your schools and thelr resources .
- to use year round. And don't ever take no for an answer when you

want to visit and -ask questions. //
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You don't have to have kids in school to have a stake-in.
. what happens in the classroom. For the'older folks among us,
don't complaln about "kids today" -= Oor that the nelghborhood
"1sn't what it used to be." Get involved. -Go into your schools'
-=- get actlve in the community -- see what you can do_to help.

The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved -
‘ not just in word, but in deed. You can think of it as community
service -- giving something back to the community youf company
calls home. Or, think of it in terms of self-interest and sound
bu51ness - 1mprov1ng the schools to cultlvate the kind of future
employees your company needs to keep ahead. // y |

 But above all, get mov1ng. Get 1nvolved. That's-the-idea

behind what I call Amerlca 2000 Communltles - places that demand
that schools play a central role in communlty llfe.

We need that kind of revolutlonary attitude to reform our

schools -- here in Lewiston and across the country. We must

ignite a renaissance in American education. We must make thls »
Nation every bit the leader in,the Century ahead that it has been.
" since 177s. | ' |

All revolutlons require principles, ideals and hopes. Start‘
with the sense of p0551b111ty you feel today, and build on it.
And by all means: Do _not rest until we win this revolution.”‘///

Once again, my thanks to you‘for'this warm welcome.-- and .
may God bless the United States of America.

# # #



o
LR

N R . Oocument No&ééﬁl §5 5SS
WHITE HOUSE STAF

EMORANDUM

DATE: 8/29/91

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DU BY: 0 *00AM, FRI., AUG 30

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS : LEWISTON HIGH SCHOOL, MAINE
SEPTEMBER 3, 1991

SUBIECT:
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE 'l
SUNUNU o p
SCOWCROFT + O
DARMAN & O
BRADY o @
BROMLEY W/ =
CARD O v
DEMAREST O g
FITZWATER | V PORTER ROSE O J
GRAY y O MARTINEZ | M a
HOLIDAY « O o o
o

Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, X2930, with a copy to this office
NO LATER THAN 10 :00AM, TOMORROW, TGIF, AUGUST 30.

Thank you,

RESPONSE:

Russell George for Gregg Petersmeyer:

. . . '
Please see attachment for comments on page two of the President's
address.

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

cc: Phillip Brady



-

-~

2

seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
sea. But just last month, we saw 70 years of history swept away
in a single week. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive
in it, we must understand history, geography, math, science.
When challenges confront us, we must have what it takes to act.

That's the world waiting for the Class of 1995 -- the world
you will shape. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that

come with each school year. But we adults must make sure that we

also feel that sense of expectation -- that feeling that the
school doors open a new world of possibility, for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing
school bell sounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted.

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. The national

average for SAT math scores has fallen for four consecutive

years. Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled to the lowest level “)05*'

———
ever. These sad statistics tell us what we already knoquOu; oF-

scho don't w .

But how many of us demand better of our children, ourselves,
our schools? Not enough. Polls suggest too many parents and
students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the state of our

schools should worry them. Sure, they know something is wrong:

Ask them to grade the nation's schools, and not even one-fourth
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEWISTON HIGH SCHOOL, MAINE
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{Senator Cohen. Congresswoman Snowe, etc.} It's my
pleasure to welcome all of you back to school -- to help my good
friend Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet
with the new Lewiston High Class of '95. [/

[[And let me say to Lamar Alexander: I'll keep up with my
computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a report on
"What I did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remember our own kids going off to school many
years ago. Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger. ] ]

Parents operate on a school calendar, too. Each new school
year wipes the slate as clean as an unused blackboard. We
embrace the eternal hope that, this year, our children will come
home with straight A's.

Education and expectation: the two go hand in hand. ' Your
world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it

seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
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Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
sea. But just last month, we saw 70 years of history swept away
in a single week. .With the dizzying changes that surround us,
history books and atlases seem to have a shorter shelf life than
milk. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive in it, we
must understand history and geography, math and science -- the
great books, and the great thoughts they contain. When
challenges confront us -- we must have what it takes to act.

Students, you feel the opening day jitters that come with
each school year. But we adults also must retain that sense of
expectation -- that feeling that the school doors open a_new
world of possibility, for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing
school bell sounds an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted.

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. Last week, we
learned SAT scores in our private schools have fallen for the
fourth straight year -- while private school scores have risen.

Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled to the lowest level ever.

These numbers tell us: Our schools don't work.

But before we point fingers, how many of us demand more of
our children, ourselves, our schools? Polls suggest too many
parents and students remain unconcerned -- unconvinced that the

state of their own schools should worry them.
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Sure, they know something is wrong: Ask them to grade the
nation's schools, and not even one-fourth will give American
schools an A or B. But ask them to grade their own schools, and
you get a different answer: three-fourths grade their school as
good -- even excellent.

We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
some other city or state, or some other school across town --
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
gquestions and risk angering teachers and administrators. We séem
to believe that while everything else in the world changes, our
‘schools shouldn't -- that what was good enough for us should be
good enough for our kids. //

The truth is, all our children are at risk. All of us share
responsibility for the state of every school and each individual
student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred thousand schools in
cities and towns all across America. If our schools fail us, we
can't blame Washington or Augusta: We must blame ourselves for
betraying our children. //

If our own history, and the recent events in the communist
world teach us any thing, they teach us that competition breeds
excellence. The same holds true for education. If we want
better schools, we should set off a competiton for the best
schools. Get everyone involved in the struggle -- and every
school will improve. For far too long, we've sheltered our
schools from healthy competition, and our children have paid the

price. There's another benefit to choice, of course: Wealthy
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families already enjoy choice. Poor families do not. If we want
to extend opportunity and improve education, we should give
parents the power to choose their children's schools -- public or
private -- and watch our schools compete to be the best. //
Almost two years ago, this nation's Governors and I

established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. In April, I

announced America 2000: a national education strategy to move us

forward -- community by community -- toward those goals. [/

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise this nation's
graduation rate to at least 90 percent. 1In the past four years,
Lewiston High has cut its drop-out rate in half. You've earned
the right to be proud. But before you get too comfortable, keep
in mind that even at last year's lower rate -- four years from
now, more than 60 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be
walking across that Civic Center stage to get their diploma. [/

By the year 2000, we've challenged ourselves to become first
in the world in math and science. Right now, we stand 12th ~--
dead last among industrialized nations. // Ranking first means
more than engaging in some sort of intellectual Olympics. Where
we rank in the world matters here -- and it should matter to you.

Look at Lewiston. For most of its history, Lewiston has
been a mill town, producing textiles and shoes. But times
change: Mayor Howaniec [Ho-WAN-ik] tells me L.L. Bean has
located its new tele-marketing center in Lewiston. Today, the

town's traditional industries accounf for only 10 percent of the
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local economy. Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this

freshman class work in new companies employing new technologies.

Some have even started small businesses of their own.

Still, we can't be content to educate our children with
today's businesses in mind. By the time our kids graduate from
high school or college or graduate school, new industries will
have sprouted up; our economy will demand new skills -- twinned
with old-fashioned values of hard work and a determination to
become the best each of us can be.

This country was built by generations of Americans with
strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As
citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming the world. The pioneers of the next American
century must blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far
corners of a future governed as much by microwaves and lasers as
by coal or steel. Our minds have become our greatest natural
resource, and the key to our nation's success in the global
marketplace lies with that old treasure ~-- Yankee ingenuity. //

But let's face it: We won't make progress if we don't know
where we stand. By the year 2000, we must call on students at

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core
subjects. We'll have the first of these American Achievement

Tests in place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must
develop its own means of measuring progress -- its own report

card -- and share the results.
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That's crucial. We can't afford to treat our children's
success or failure as if it were a state secret. Each student
and every parent deserves to know whether they and their schools
measure up to world-class standards.

School performance lags in part because we ask too much of
teachers. We expect them to act as social workers, psychologists
and family counselors. // At the same time, we ask too little
of our students, of ourselves and our society. We shy away from
asking our students to excel -- and from holding them accountable
when they don't. We figure, if they get A's, they must be doing
okay, even if an A no longer means what it used to. As a nation,
we sometimes seem more worried about how our students ;ég; than
what they learn. That's got to change. When students graduate,
they deserve more than a diploma. They deserve an education. //

So let me lay down a challenge to today's freshman class --
to every American student: Don't look for the "gut course" that
gives you an easy "A" ~-- and then complain that school bores you.
Challenge yourselves: Take the tougher class -- the teacher that
makes you work. Trust me: those are the lessons you'll remember
-- and the teachers you'll thank -- 10 and 20 years from now. [/

Our first three goals raise expectations and measure results
-~ our last three goals complete the challenge. By the year
2000, every American child should start school ready to learn.
Every American adult should be literate -- and every American

school must be free from drugs and violence.
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Here in Lewiston, some of today's new freshmen participated
in Head Start -- a proven program I've urged Congress to open up
to thousands more pre-school children. In the battle against
illegal drugs, Lewiston schools have taken the lead through
D.A.R.E. and other drug prevention programs, beginning in‘
elementary school. And tonight, right here at Lewiston High, a
new school year begins for adults learning how to read, studying
for their GED -- living proof it is never too late to learn. [//

So far, I've spoken about our schools -- about the
revolution in American education that must take place within
these walls. But the revolution can neither begin nor end here.
Not even the best school can ever be good enough.

Let me use a "word problem" to show you why. Assume a child
goes to school from Kindergarten to 12th grade, and never misses
a day. Subtract summers and weekends -- all the hours before and
after school. How much time do our children spend in classrooms?

The answer may surprise you. It's 9 perceht; one-eleventh
of their time. They spend the rest of their lives elsewhere --
at home, playing with friends, in the shopping mall. [[Now, maybe
parents won't find the fact our kids spend 91 percent of their

time outside the classroom too hard to believe -- especially when

it seems like we spend 50 percent of our time nagging our kids to
clean their rooms.]]

But what happens in that 91 percent makes all the difference
in the world. We can't blame the schools alone for that dismal

decline in SAT verbal scores. The drop shows that we haven't
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taken the time to read to our kids -- to talk with them -- to
teach them the arts of communication -- how to think, how to
write and speak clearly.

What happens at home matters. When our kids come home from
school, do they pick up a book -- or do they sit glued to the
tube watching music videos? / Mom and Dad: Don't make the
mistake of thinking your kids only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. You are -- and always will be -- their first teachers. //

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
just 15 minutes a day -- 15 minutes -- in conversation with their
child. Most people spend that much time on coffee break.

The freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
their homework checked. And ﬁaybe as parents -- certainly this
President will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that doesn't mean we can't help. The
Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, watch the evening news,
and talk with their parents about what's going on in the world -
- to take interests, opinions, and ideas seriously. //

But the future of American education depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. Ask

yourselves: In our communities, do we value education and

intellect? 1In the working world, do we reward employees who go

back to school, who learn new skills? Every member of the
community must play a role in this revolution.

So parents: Don't be a stranger in your child's school.

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
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business to find out whether your child's school is drug-free.
Talk to your school board about school choice =- about the
curriculum -- about ways to put your schools to use year round.

But you don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in
what happens in the classroom. For the older folks among us,
don't complain about "kids today"™ -- or that the neighborhood
"isn't what it used to be." Get active in the community -- go
into your schools -- see what you can do to help.

The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved --
not just in word, but in deed. Think of it as community service
-- giving something back to the community your company calls
home. Or, think of it in terms of sound business -- cultivating
the kind of future employees your company needs to keep ahead.

But above all, act. Enlist in this great crusade. That's
the idea behind what I call America 2000 Communities -- states,
cities and towns that recognize the school as the living center
of the community. Today, the revolution has begun -- in Colorado
and Oregon, in Tulsa and Memphis -- right here in Lewiston and in
every corner of the state of Maine.

Together, we must ignite a renaissance in American education
-- a revolution that will make this Nation every bit the leader
in the Century ahead that it has been since 1776.

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome -- and
may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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{Senator Cohen. Congresswoman Snowe, etc.} It's my
pleasure to wélcome all of you back to school -- to help my good
friend Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet
with the new Lewiston High Class of '95. //

[[And let me say to Lamar Alexander: I'll keep up with my
computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a report on
"What i did on my summer vacation." //]]

Barbara and I remember our own kids going off to school many
years ago. 'Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. - //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger.]]

Parents operate on a school calendar, too. Each new school
year wipes the slate as clean as an unused blackboard. We
embrace the eternal hope that, this year, our children will come
home with straight A's.

Education and expectation: the two go hand in hand. Your
world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it

seems, we use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet
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Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
sea. But just last ménth, we saw 70 years of history swept away
in a single week. With the dizzying changes that surround us,
history books and atlases seem to have a shorter shelf life than
milk. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive in it, we
must understand history and geography, math and science -- the
great books, and the great thoughts they contain. When
challenges confront us -- we must have what it takes to_act.

Students, you feel the opening day jitters that come with
each school year. But we adults also must retain that sense of
expectation -- that feeling that the school doors open a new
world of possibility, for us all.

The battle for the future begins right here. The ringing
school bell soundé an alarm -- a warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education: If we don't educate our
sons and daughters well, they will no longer enjoy the blessings
we take for granted. .

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. Last week, we
learned SAT scores in our private schools have fallen for the
fourth straight year -- while private school scores have risen.
Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled to the lowest level ever.
These numbers tell us: Our schools don't work.

But before we point fingers, how many of ué demand more of
our children, ourselves, our schools? Polls suggest too many
parents and students'remain unconcerned —-- unconvinced that the

state of their own schools should worry them.
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Sure, they know something is wrong: Ask them to grade the
nation's schools, and not even one-fourth will give American
schools an A or B. But ask them to grade their own schools, and
you get a different answer: three-fourths grade their school as
good -- even excellent.

We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
some other city or state, or some other school across town --
anywhere but our school. Some of us just don't want to ask tough
questions and risk angering teachers and administrators. We seem
to believe that while everything else in the world changes, our
schools shouldn't -- that what was good enough for us should be
good enough for our kids. [/

The truth is, all our children are at risk. All of us share
responsibility for the state of every school and each individual
student -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred thousand schools in
cities and towns all across America. If our schools fail us, we
can't blame Washington or Augusta: We must blame ourselves for
betraying our children. // |

If our own history, and the recent events in the communiét
world teach us any thing, they teach us that competition breeds
excellence. The same holds true for education. If we want
better schools, we should set off a competiton for the-best
schools. Get everyone involved in the struggle -- and every
school will improve. For far too long, we've sheltered our
schools from healthy competition, and our children have paid the

price. There's another benefit to choice, of course: Wealthy



4
families already enjoy choice. Poor families do not. If we want
to extend opportunity and improve education, we should give
parents the power to choose ;heir children's schools =-- public or
private -- and watch our schools compete to be the best. //
Almost two yearé ago, this nation's Governors and 1

established six'ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. In April, I
announced America 2000: a national education strategy to move us
forward -- community by community -- toward those goals. //

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise this nation's

graduation rate to at least 90 percent. In the past four years,

Lewiston High has cut its drop-out rate in half. You've earned
the right to be proud. But before you get too comfortable, keep
in mind that even at last year's lower rate -- four years from
now, more than 60 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be
walking across that Civic Center stage to get their diploma. //

By the year 2000, we've challenged ourselves to become first

in the world in math and science. Right now, we stand 12th ~--
dead last among industrialized nations. // Ranking first means
more than engaging in some sort of intellectual Olympics. Where
we rank in the world matters here -- and it should matter to you.
Look at Lewiston. For most of its history, Lewiston has
been a mill town, producing textiles and shoes. But times
change: Mayor Howaniec [Ho-WAN-ik] tells me L.L. Bean has
located its new tele-marketing center in Lewiston. Today, the

town's traditional industries account for only 10 percent of the
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local economy. Increasingly, the mothers and fathers of this

freshman class work in new companies employing ggg_gggggg;ggigg.
Some have even started small businesses of their own.

Still, we can't be content to educate our'children with
foday's businesses in mind. By the time our kids graduate from
high school or college or graduate school, new industries will
have sprouted up; our economy ﬁill demand new skills -- twinned
with old-fashioned values of hard work and a determination to
become the best each of us can be.

This country was built by generations of Americans with
strong backs, and the will to work from sun up to sundown. As
citizens of the next century, today's 9th Graders will have to
use their minds -- to push forward the technological revolution
transforming the world. The pioneers of the next American
century must blaze new sorts of trails; they must explore the far
corners of a future governed as much by microwaves and lasers as
by coal or steel. Our minds have become our greatest natural
resource, and the key to our nation's success in the global
marketplace lies with that old treasure -- Yankee ingenuity; //

But let's face it: We won't make progress if we don't know
where we stand. By the year 2000, we must call on students at

grades 4, 8 and 12 to demonstrate their competence in five core

subjects. We'll have the first of these American Achievement
Tests in'place for the 1993-94 school year. Each state must
develop its own means of measuring progress -- its own report

card -- and share the results.
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That's crucial. We can't afford to treat our children's
success or failure as if it were a state secret. Each student
and every parent deserves to know whether they and their schools
measure up to world-class standards.

School performance lags in part because we ask too much of
teachers. We expect them to act as social workers, psychologists
and family counselors. // At the same time, we ask too little
of our students, of ourselves and our society. We shy away from
asking our students to excel -- and from holding them accountable
when they don't. We figure, if they get A's, they must be doing
okay, even if an A no longer means what it used to. As a nation,
we sometimes seem more worried.about how our students feel than
what they learn. That's got to change. When students graduate,
they deserve more than a diploma. They deserve an education.  //

So let me lay down a challenge to today's freshman class --
to every American student: Don't look for the "gut course" that
gives you an easy "A" -- and then complain that school bores you.
Challenge yourselves: Take the tougher class -- the teacher that
makes you work. Trust me: those are the lessons you'll remember
-- and the teachers you'll thank -- 10 and 20 years from now. //

Our first three goals raise expectations and measure results
-- our last three goals complete the challenge. By the year

2000, every American child should start school ready to learn.

Every American adult should be literate -- and every American

school must be free from drugs and violence.
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takén the time to read to our kids -- to talk with them -- to
teach them the arts of communication -- how to think, how to
write and speak clearly.

What happens at home matters. When our kids come home from
school, do they pick»up a book -- or do they sit glued to the
tube watching music videos? / Mom and Dad: Don't make the
mistake of thinking your kids only learn from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. You are -- and always will be -- their first teachers. //

Here's another shocking number: The average parent spends
- just 15 minutes a day -- 15 minutes -- in conversation with their
child. Most people spend that much time on coffee break.

The freshman here today may think they're a bit old to have
their homework checked. And maybe as parents -- certainly this
President will admit -- we can't keep up with the latest in
computer technology. But that‘doesnft mean we can't help. The
Class of '95 is old enough to sit down, watch the evening news,
and talk with their parents about what's going on in the world -
- to take interests, opinions, and ideas seriously. //

But the future of American education depends on more than
what happens in the classroom or around the kitchen table. Ask
yourselves: In our communities, do we value education and
intellect? In the working world, do we reward employees who go
back to school, who learn new skills? Every member of the
community must play a role in this revolution.

So parents: Don't be a stranger in your child's school.

Visit the classroom. Talk to the principal. Make it your
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business to find out whether your child's school is drug-free.
Talk to your school board about school choice -- about the
curriculum -- about ways to put your schools to use year round.

But you don't have to have kids in school to have a stake in
what happens in the classroom. For the older folks among us,
don't complain about "kids today" -- or that the neighborhood
"isn't what it used to be." Get active in the community -- go
into your schools -- see what you can do to help.

The same goes for local business leaders. Get involved --
not just in word, but in deed. Think of it as community service
-- giving something back to the community your company calls
home. Or, think of it in terms of sound business -- cultivating

the kind of future employees your company needs to keep ahead.

But above all, act. Enlist in this great crusade. That's

the idea behind what I call America 2000 Communities -- states,

cities and towns that recognize the school as the living center
of the community. Today, the revolution has beqgun -- in Colorado
and Oregon, in Tulsa and Memphis -- right here in Lewiston and in
every corner of the state of Maine.

Together, we must ignite a renaissance in American education

-- a revolution that will make this Nation every bit the leader
in the Century ahead that it has been since 1776.
Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome -- and

may God bless the United States of America.

¥ # #
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Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcome. It's my pleasure
to welcome all of you back.to school -- to help my good friend
Governor Jock McKernan kick off Maine 2000 -- and to meet with
the new Lewiston High Class of '95. //

[Introductory acknowledgements: Congresswoman Snowe, Sec.
Alexander, etc.] [[Let me say to Lamar Alexander: I'll keep up
with my computer lessons, but I absolutely refuse to write a
‘report on "What I did on my summer vacation." //]1

Barbara and I remember our own kids going off to school many
years ago. Now our kids are grown -- and we watch our grandkids,
10 of them, start a new school year just like each of you. //

When you're growing up, the new year doesn't begin January
1st -- it starts today. [[I saw that this morning at Farwell
Elementary School. Still, some of those kindergartners seemed
disappointed I didn't bring along Arnold Schwarzenegger.]] It
works that way for parents, too. Each new year wipes the slate
as clean as the blackboard. Kids look forward to seeing each

' - D s d
other and—éﬂé%ﬁiig:czziiL Parents embrace the eternal hope that
this vear their children will come home with straight A's.

Education and expectation: the two go hand in hand. Your

world -- the whole world -- trembles with possibility. One day,

we scratch out our thoughts with paper and pen; the next, it
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seems, w'“use computers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet

,Unionr bellicose and threatening, stares at us from across the
‘ﬂq_ m.x-\— 0 ve Saw
sea. * Bu% just last month, we-saw 70 years of history;swept away

in a single week. This is our world -- and if we are to thrive
'in it, we must understand history, geography, math, sgience.

IF ve ae o Compebe h 0w OMMW—MMSWSM
When challenges confront us, Wwe must have what it takes to act. Hut-og -

Second b
. That's the world waiting for the c1ass;of 1995 -~ - the world
you will shape. Students, you feel the opening day jitters that |
comefwith each school year. But we adults must make sure that we

also feel that sense of expectation -- that feeling‘that the J'

. school doors open g_ngg__g:lﬂ__:_pgsgipili;z for us all. ' %

' The battle for the future begins right here. . The ;;nging
_ghggl_pgll sounds an g;a:m -- a warning to all of us who care
about the state of American education. If we don't ‘educate our
sons and daughters well they will no longer enjoy the blessings

ov b able h&maoe u? o e
we take for granted7 ad thew PQMJ_ i

Every day brings new .evidence of crisis. The ‘national

Lot 2 e Gab b Quee.
average for SAT math scores has—£fallen for , feur—consecutive >
years;' Scores on the Verbal SAT have tumbled-to the lowest level

' st ve e = OUr S
ever. These sad statistics tell us. what we :$ Our -

| M%gﬁtﬁ’;;ﬁf%w fe oer Mt law boa,
' But how many ‘of us demand better of our children, ourselves,
~our schools? Not encugh. Polls suggest too many parents and
.students remain gnggngg;nggv--‘unggnxinggg that the state of our
schools should worry them. Sure, they know something is wrong:

hsk them to grade the gg;ign;§L§ghggls,_and not even one-fourth WJ”
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will give Bur nation's schools an A or B. But ask them to grade
;ngix_ggn;ggngglg, and you get a different answer: three-fourths
grade their school as good -- even excellent.
We seem to think the crisis in American education plagues
some other city or state, or sbme other school across town --

k » o 14
anywhere but our school. e ot us B

éA/&N Ow ¢~ LD&éT‘ g%oo(f

world-changes; our -schools -shouldn't ——that what was good enocugh
for- ug‘shguld—beqymxiJMMNMﬁLJZﬂLOME—kidlm //
We share responsibility for the g;g;g_gﬁ_gxgzx_gghggl and

N Qnsh;indixigual_gsuggn; -- here in Lewiston, and in a hundred

thousand schools in cities and towns all across America. If-our

sehools—failus, wa cam*t—blame Washington or Augusta: We must gfo
blame—ourselves for betraying our own-children.
T/‘ ¢ an Los “ 4 3 ) 'y LAt £ /

Almost two years-ago, this nation's Governors and I
established six ambitious National Education Goals -- goals
posted today right here on the walls of this gym. 1In April, at
the White House I announced Apmerica 2000: a national education
strategy to move us forward toward those goals. //

We don't get a second chance to change the future. Today
it's time to seize the moment, and do great things. //

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise the national
graduation rate to at least 90 percent. In 1990, Lewiston High

graduated 95 percent of its class -- well above the national

average. Lewiston has cut its drop-out rate in half in four
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short years. You've earned the right to be proud. But before
you get téo comfortable, keep in mind that even at 95 percent T
more than 20 of the freshmen seated behind me won't be walking (J4A"£

across that stage to get their diploma 4 years from now at the

Civic Center. ) wat all Yon o succeed |
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