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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF \ DEA AUDITORI
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991 \ 11 A.M. "

GOOD MORNING. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: ATTORNEY GENERAL
Drck THORNBURGH; DEA ADMINISTRATOR ROBERT BONNER; MATT
PESKIN, DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL ASsSOCIATION oF Town

" WATCH.
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2 \SPEAKING OF THE HALL OF FAME, THIS IS MY FIRST

N@'v:sn' TO THIS DEA HEADQUARTERS, WHERE SOME OF AMERICA'S

0‘ BIGGEST HEROES WORK EVERY DAY.
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I kNow QUITE A FEW DEA AGENTS HAVE JOINED US THIS
MORNING, ALONG WITH A cLAss oF D.C. MeTro PoLICE
RECRUITS, AND DEA Basic AGENT Crass 8l. LET's THANK
THEM FOR THE COURAGEOUS WORK THEY'RE DOING. I'M ALSO
PLEASED THAT SO MANY LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD TOWN WATCH

ACTIVISTS COULD JOIN US HERE TODAY. YOU DESERVE THANKS

FOR YOUR COURAGEOUS AND SELFLESS WORK, TOO. AnD, IT'S
ALSO GREAT TO SEE ALL OF YOU KIDS HERE.
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WHAT A PLEASURE IT IS TO JOIN YOU THIS MORNING, FOR
THE KICKOFF CEREMONY OF THE 8TH ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT
Outr. ((ALTHOUGH I ADMIT, I TOLD MY STAFF THAT

PARTICIPATING IN NATIONAL NIGHT OUT DID NOT MEAN THEY
GET NATIONAL MorNING OFF.))

THIS EVENING, 23 MILLION PEOPLE IN FIFTY STATES,
THE U.S. TERRITORIES, AND MILITARY BASES ALL OVER THE
WORLD WILL SAY "GOODBYE TO CRIME."

T E——————
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THEY'LL TURN ON OUTSIDE LIGHTS, SIT ON PORCHES, AND
VISIT WITH NEIGHBORS AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS.
THEY'LL HOST BLOCK PARTIES, COOKOUTS, PARADES AND
CONTESTS. THEY'LL ORGANIZE THE MOST EFFECTIVE CRIME-
FIGHTING FORCE KNOWN TO ANYONE -- COMMUNITIES THAT
CARE.
WE WANT TO TURN BACK THE CLOCK TO THE OLD DAYS ...
WHEN ALL THE KIDS KNEW THE COP ON THE BEAT ... WHEN

PEOPLE LOOKED OUT FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS ... WHEN WE FELT
SAFE IN OUR COMMUNITIES.
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ToO MANY TIMES TODAY, NEIGHBORS AND POLICE ARE PERFECT
STRANGERS. AS A RESULT, TOO MANY CRIMES GO UNOBSERVED
OR UNREPORTED -- AND TOO MANY CRIMINALS GO FREE.
WE HAVE A. CHANCE TO CHANGE ALL THAT. TONIGHT WILL
BE THE BIGGEST NIGHT QuT EVER -- 8,300 COMMUNITIES --
NEARLY EVERY MAJOR AMERICAN CITY WILL JOIN IN.

HuNDREDS OF SUBURBAN AND RURAL COMMUNITIES WILL JOIN
THE FESTIVITIES.

o - T TT T
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IN MINNEAPOLIS -- LAST YEAR'S BIGGEST NIGHT OuT
CITY -- CONCERNED CITIZENS WILL GATHER AT OVER 700
BLOCK PARTIES. AT THE MinNneapoLIis YouTH Kickorr DANCE,
MORE THAN A THOUSAND YOUNG PEOPLE WILL GIVE CRIME THE
"TWIST," THE "PRETZEL" AND THE "BUMP."

IN MEMPHIS, PEOPLE WILL REJOICE AT A MOCK FUNERAL.
CoMMUNITY WATCH GROUPS THERE WILL BURY CRIME.

IN NEw ORLEANS, A MARDI-GRAS STYLE JAzZ FESTIVAL

FOR CRIME WILL PROMOTE THE DAY WHEN CRIMINALS WILL SING
THE BLUES.
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AND IN BurFraLo, New YORK POLICE AGENCIES AND
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS FROM THE U.S. anp CANADA wrLL JOIN
IN A "HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER" CEREMONY -- WHILE
CRIMEFIGHTERS ABOARD THE USS LITTLE Rock say "Bon
VOYAGE" TO CRIME.

FOREST HILLS, TEXAS wILL HOST AN "OLDE WEST SHooT
OuT" AGAINST THE "BAD GUYS" IN BLACK HATS.

THE 7276 U.S. AIR BASE GrRouP IN CRETE, GREECE WILL
SPONSOR A "SPOT THE BURGLAR" CONTEST.

- 8 -

IN CITIES AND TOWNS ACROSS AMERICA AND AT OUR
MILITARY BASES OVERSEAS, LAW ABIDING CITIZENS WANT
CRIMINALS TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE MORE OF US THAN THEM.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAMS AND OTHER COMMUNITY PATROLS
WILL SERVE NOTICE THAT WE PLAN TO DEPLOY OUR MOST
POWERFUL WEAPONS AGAINST DRUGS AND CRIME: OUR EYES AND
EARS.
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THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME IN MANY WAYS IS A FIGHT TO
REBUILD THE INSTITUTIONS FROM WHICH AMERICA ALWAYS HAS
DRAWN ITS STRENGTH -- FAMILIES, SCHOOLS, NEIGHBORHOODS,
PLACES OF WORSHIP. OUR ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES IN
BUILDING A RULE OF LAW BY EMPHASIZING THE VALUES AND
VIRTUES THAT MAKE OUR LAND GREAT.

OUR COMPREHENSIVE CRIME BILL WOULD STRENGTHEN THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AT THE

'LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL LEVEL.

AND JUDGES Do THEIR JOBS. THEY'RE THE ONES WHO KNOW
HOW TO FIGHT’CRIME IN YOUR COMMUNITY, NOT soME SO-
CALLED EXPERT IN WasHINGTON. WHAT wE NEED ARE MORE

POLICE OFFICERS, PROSECUTORS, AND JUDGES WHO UNDERSTAND
THE RULE OF LAW.
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Our NOMINEE FOR THE U.S. SuPREME COURT -- JuDGE
CLARENCE THOMAS -- NOT ONLY HAS LIVED THE VALUES WE
HOLD DEAR; HE HAS PROMOTED THEM THROUGH HIS
DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN PUBLIC SERVICE. I DID NoT
NOMINATE JUDGE THOMAS BECAUSE HE IS BLACK OR BECAUSE HE
HAS OVERCOME OBSTACLES TO BUILD HIS CAREER. YES, HIS
PERSONAL STORY IMPRESSES ME, AS IT SHOULD IMPRESS
EVERYONE.

4+
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Butr I NOMINATED HIM BECAUSE HE HAS THE BRAINS, HE HAS
THE RECORD, AND HE HAS THE PERSONAL DECENCY AMERICANS
SHOULD EXPECT IN A JUSTICE OF THE SuPREME COURT.

As WE TALK TODAY ABOUT VALUES AND ABOUT TAKING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE, CLARENCE
THOMAS COMES TO MIND. HE CERTAINLY EXEMPLIFIES THE
VERY ATTITUDES WE WANT ALL AMERICANS TO ADOPT AS THEY
BUILD BETTER, SAFER COMMUNITIES.

1
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BUT YOU ALSO STAND ON THE FRONT LINES -- REPORTING
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES / IDENTIFYING DRUG DEALERS /
EVEN CLOSING DOWN CRACK HOUSES. YOU PLAY A CRITICAL
ROLE IN BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE FOR THIS NATION. I
SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR FAITH IN AMERICA AND YOUR HOPE IN A
BETTER TOMORROW FOR OUR CHILDREN. AND MOST OF ALL, I

THANK YOU. GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
# # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

_ u q: 53

WASHINGTON g\hUG’g P09
August 5, 1991

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: TONY snovr]}

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT /K

SUBJECT: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF EVENT

I. .SUMMARY

Attached for your review are brief remarks for the National
Night out kickoff, to be held on Tuesday, August 6 at 11 a.m. in
the D.E.A. Auditorium. You will address an audience of local law
enforcement officials, Neighborhood Watch coordinators, community
leaders and several hundred children.

ITI. DISCUSSION

In your remarks (5 minutes/cards), you salute the good work
of local community activists in the fight against drugs and
crime, and highlight the events of the evening of August 6 --
when approximately 23 million people take part in "National Night
Out." '



Grant / Dooley
Draft two A:NIGHTOUT
August 5, 1991
-.BRIEF REMARKS: NATIOﬁAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M. '

[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
.Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch.]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame, this is my first visit to this
' DEA‘headquarters,-where some of America's biggest heroes work-
every day. I know quite a few DEA agents have joined us this
morning, along with a class of D.C. Metro Policé recruits, énd‘i
DEA Basic Agent c1a$s 81. Let's thank them fbr the courageous
work theyfre doing. It's also great to see all of you kids here.

What a pléasure it is to join you this morning; for the
Kickoff Ceremony of the 8th Annual National Niéht out.

((Although I admit, I told my staff that participating ‘in
Nafibnal Night Ouf did gg; mean they get National Morning Off.))

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.s.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
- "Goodbye to Crime." They'll turn on outside lights, sit on

porches, and visit with,neighbors and_local-police officers.
They'li h6;£'blqck parties, cookouts, paradeé andAcontests.
Théy'll organize the most effective crime;fighting forée known t6
]anyoné e-'communities that care.

We want to turn back the clock to the old days ... when all

the kids knew the cop on the beat ... when people looked out fbr
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their neighbors ... wheﬁ we felt safe in our communities. Téo
many times today, néighbors and police are perfect strangers. As
a résult, too many crimes go unobse:ved of unreported -- and too
many criminals go free.

'~ We have-a chance to change all.that. Tonight will be the
ﬁiggest Night Out ever -- 8,300 cémmunities -- nearly every major
American city will jo;h in. Hundreds of suburban and rural
communities will join the festivities.

In Minpeapolis -- last yéar's bigéest Night out city -
concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties. At the

Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, more than a thousand young

' people will give crime the "twist," the "pretzel" and the "bump."

In Memphis, people will rejoice at a mock funeral.

- Community Watch groups.there will bury crime.

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras stYle Jazz Festival for Crime

will pfomotéAthe day when criminals will sing the blues.

And in Buffalo, New York police-agencies and government
officials from the U.é; and Canadé will join in a "Hands Across
the Border" ceremony --‘while-crimefighters'aboard the USS Little
Rock say "bon voyage" to crime. | _

Forest Hills, Texas will host an "Olde West-Shoot out"
against tﬁé_“bad:guys“ in black hats.

The 7276}U.S. Air Base Group in Crete, Greece will sponsor a
"Spot ﬁhe Burglar" contest. ((Unfortunately, the only burglar I

know isn't named Spot, she's named Millie.))
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In cities and towns across America and at our military bases
overseas, law abiding citizens want criminals to know that there
are more of us than them. Neighborhood Watch programs and other
community patrolé will serQe notice that we plan to deploy our
most powerful weapons against drugs and crime: our eyes and ears.

Because crime affects every one of us -- on the streets, in
‘our schools and playgrounds, even in our homes -- we all have a
stake in helping our law enforcement officers fight against crime
and drugs. A

our comprehensive crime bill would strengthen the
relationship between law enforcement officials at the local,
state and federal level.. Right now, that legislation is on
Capitol Hili -- and I'd like to have a comprehensive crime bill
that I can sign into law by the end of this year.

We've proposed reforms that let lqcal prosecutors and judges
do their jobs. They're the ories who know how to fight crime in
your community, not some so-called expert in Washington.

And you in the front lines -~ reporting suspicious
_ activities / identifying drug dealers / even closing down crack
houses. I salute you for your faith in America and your hope in
a better tomorrow for our children. And most of.all, I thank
you. God bless the United States of America.

#Foo#F#
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His personal story impresses me, as it should impress everyone.
I nominated him because he has the brains, he has the record, and
he has the personal decency Americans should expect in a justice
of the Supremé Court -- a fidelity to the Constitution and the
rule of law.

As we talk today about values and about taking
responsibility for building a better future, Clarence Thomas
comes to mind. He certainly exemplifies the very attitudes we
want all Americans to adopt as they build better, safer
communities.

But you also stand on the front lines -- reporting
suspicious activities / identifying drug dealers / even closing
down crack houses. You play a critical role in building a better
future for this nation. I salute you for your faith in America
and your hope in a better tomorrow for our children. And most of
all, I thank you. God bless the United States of America.

# # #

And now it is my pleasure to flip the switch symbolizing the
porchlights that will light up all across the United States
tonight as we join$together to "give neighborhool crime and drugs

a going-away party." Thank you.



NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF \ DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991 \ 11 A.M.

GooD MORNING. THANK YOU ATTORNEY GENERAL.
THORNBURGH. DEA ADMINISTRATOR ROBERT BoNNER, AND MaTT-
PESKIN, DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION oF TOwN =

WATCH, GLAD TO HAVE You HERE.

-2 .
WE'VE GOT OTHER kEY MEMBERS OF OUR LAy ENFORCEMENT TEAM
HERE TODAY: CAROL HALLETT [U.S. Customs COMMISSIONER]f
MIke Moore [U.S. MARSHALI; STEVE HIGGINS-[DIRECTOR,
BUREAU oF ALcoHoL, Tosacco AND FIREARMS]; PETER NUNEZ-
[ASSISTANT TREASURY SECRETARY FOR Law ENFORCEMENT];
MAURICE TurNER [NOMINEE, Bureay OF JUSTICE AssIsTance].

THIS IS MY FIRsT VISIT TO THIS DEA HEADQUARTERS,

WHERE SOME OF AMERICA'S BIGGEST HEROES WORK EVERY DAY.
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I kNow QuITE A FEW DEA AGENTS HAVE JOINED US THIS
MORNING, ALONG WITH A CLASS OF D.C. MeTrRO PoOLICE
RECRUITS, AND DEA Baszc AGENT CLASS 8l. LET's THANK
THEM FOR THE COURAGEOUS WORK THEY'RE DOING. I'M ALSO
PLEASED THAT SO MANY LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD TOWN WATCH
ACTIVISTS COULD JOIN US HERE TODAY. YOU DESERVE THANKS
FOR YOUR COURAGEOUS AND SELFLESS WORK, T00. AND, IT'S"
ALSO GREAT TO SEE ALL OF YOU KIDS HERE.

-4 .-

WHAT A PLEASURE IT IS TO JOIN YOU THIS MORNING, FOR
THE KICKOFF CEREMONY OF THE S8TH ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT
Outr. ((ALtHouGH I ADMIT, I TOLD MY STAFF THAT
PARTICIPATING IN NATIONAL NIGHT OuT DID NOT MEAN THEY
GET NATIONAL MorNnING OFF.))

"THIS EVENING, 23 MILLION PEOPLE IN FIFTY STATES,
THE U_S. TERRITORIES, AND MILITARY BASES ALL OVER THE
WORLD WILL SAY "GOODBYE TO CRIME."
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[HEY'LL TURN ON OUTSIDE'LIGHTS, SIT ON PORCHES, AND

VISIT WITH NEIGHBORS AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS.

THEY'LL HOST BLOCK PARTIES, COOKOUTS, PARADES AND.

THEY' LL ORGANIZE THE MOST EFFECTIVE CRIME-
E KNOWN TO ANYONE --= COMMUNITIES THAT

CONTESTS.
FIGHTING FORC

CARE.
WE WANT TO TURN BACK THE CLOCK TO THE OLD DAYS ...
WHEN ALL THE KIDS KNEW THE COP ON THE BEAT ... WHEN

PEOPLE LOOKED OUT FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS ... WHEN WE FELT

SAFE IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

-6 .-

Too MANY
TIMES TODAY
, NEIGHBORS AND
POLICE ARE PER
FECT

STRANGERS. As
A RESULT, TOO MANY CRIMES GO UNOBSERVED

OR UNREPOR -
TED -- AND TOO MANY CRIMINALS GO FREE

[}

BE THE B
IGGEST NIGHT OuT EVER -- 8,300 COMMUN
NEARLY . ' T
EVERY MAJOR AMERICAN CITY WILL JOIN IN

HunDREDS

OF a
SUBURBAN AND RURAL COMMUNITIES W

THE FESTIVITIES. o
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IN MINNEAPOLIS -- LAST YEAR'S BIGGEST NIGHT OuT
CITY -- CONCERNED CITIZENS WILL GATHER AT OVER 700
BLOCK PARTIES. AT THE MINNEAPOLIS YOUTH KICKOFF DANCE,

MORE THAN A THOUSAND YOUNG PEOPLE WILL GIVE CRIME THE.
"TWIST," THE "PRETZEL" AND THE "BuMP."

IN MEMPHIS, PEOPLE WILL REJOICE AT A MOCK FUNERAL.
CoMMUNITY WATCH GROUPS THERE WILL BURY CRIME.

'IN New ORLEANS, A MARDI-GRrAS STYLE JAzZ FESTIVAL.

FOR CRIME WILL PROMOTE THE DAY WHEN CRIMINALS WILL SING
THE BLUES.

-.8 -

AnD IN BuFFALO, NEW YORK POLICE AGENCIES AND
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS FROM THE U.S. AND CANADA WILL JOIN
IN A "HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER" CEREMONY -- WHILE
CRIMEFIGHTERS ABOARD THE USS LITTLE Rock say "BON
VOYAGE" TO CRIME.

‘FOoREST HiLLs, TExas wILL HOST AN "OLbE WEST SHOOT
OuT" AGAINST THE "BAD GUYS" IN BLACK HATS.

"THE 7276 U.S. AIR BAse GRouP IN CRETE, GREECE WILL
SPONSOR A "SPOT THE BURGLAR" CONTEST.
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IN CITIES AND TOWNS ACROSS AMERICA AND AT OUR
MILITARY BASES OVERSEAS, LAW ABIDING CITIZENS WANT
CRIMINALS TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE MORE OF US THAN THEM.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAMS AND OTHER COMMUNITY PATROLS.
WILL.SERVE NOTICE THAT WE PLAN TO DEPLOY OUR MOST
POWERFUL WEAPONS AGAINST DRUGS AND CRIME: OUR EYES AND:
EARS. |

- 10 -

"THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME IN MANY WAYS IS A FIGHT TO
REBUILD THE. INSTITUTIONS FROM WHICH AMERICA ALWAYS HAS
DRAWN ‘ITS STRENGTH -~ FAMILIES, SCHOOLS, NEIGHBORHOODS
PLACES OF WORSHIP. OUR ADMINISTRATION BELTEVES IN
BUILDING A RULE OF LAW BY EMPHASIZING THE VALUES AND
VIRTUES THAT MAKE OUR LAND GREAT.

OUR COMPREHENSIVE CRIME BILL wouLp STRENGTHEN THE

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AT THE
LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL LEVEL.
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RIGHT NOW, THAT LEGISLATION IS ON CAaPrToL HILL -- AND
I'D LIKE TO HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE CRIME BILL THAT I CAN
SIGN INTO LAW BY THE END OF THIS YEAR.

WE'VE PROPOSED REFORMS THAT LET LOCAL PROSECUTORS
AND JUDGES DO THEIR JOBS. THEY'RE THE ONES WHO KNOW
HOW TO FIGHT CRIME IN YOUR COMMUNITY, NOT SOME SO-
CALLED EXPERT IN WASHINGTON. WHAT WE NEED ARE MORE

POLICE OFFICERS, PROSECUTORS, AND JUDGES WHO UNDERSTAND
THE RULE OF LAW.

- 12 -

Our NOMINEE FOR THE U.S. SuPREME COURT -- JUDGE
CLARENCE THOMAS -- NOT ONLY HAS LIVED THE VALUES WE
HOLD DEAR; HE HAS PROMOTED THEM THROUGH HIS
DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN PUBLIC SERVICE. HIS PERSONAL
STORY IMPRESSES ME, AS IT SHOULD IMPRESS EVERYONE.

I NOMINATED HIM BECAUSE HE HAS THE BRAINS, HE HAS
THE RECORD, AND HE HAS THE PERSONAL DECENCY AMERICANS
SHOULD EXPECT IN A JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT -- A
FIDELITY TO THE CONSTITUTION AND THE RULE OF LAW.
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[[ JupGE THOMAS HAS TREMENDOUS SUPPORT FROM A BROAD
CROSS-SECTION OF AMERICA. THAT ACROSS-THE-BOARD
SUPPORT INCLUDES MINORITY COMMUNITIES AND IS NOW
MANIFESTING ITSELF IN MEASURABLE WAYS. SO WHEN YOU
HEAR ABOUT OPPOSITION TO JUDGE THOMAS FROM ONE BELTWAY
GROUP OR ANOTHER, IT'S CLEAR THAT THEY ARE SIMPLY OUT
OF TOUCH WITH MAINSTREAM AMERICA.

LooK AT TODAY'S PIECE IN THE WASHINGTON PosT BY
MARGARET BusH WILSON, A FORMER CHAIR OF THE NAACP's
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR NINE YEARS -- AND WHO
HAS KNOWN JUDGE THOMAS FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS.

- I2B-

IN SUPPORTING THE JUDGE SHE SAID, "I KNOW THAT AS A
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE CLARENCE THOMAS WILL CONTINUE TO
DEFEND AND PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE NEEDY. HE DOES
NOT PERMIT ANYONE TO THINK FOR HIM, AND HE IS
INTELLECTUALLY HONEST."

MAYBE SOME OF THESE GROUPS COULD TAKE A LESSON FROM
THIS DISTINGUISHED CIVIL RIGHT ADVOCATE, AND LOOK AT

THE FACTS AND THE RECORD INSTEAD OF ENGAGING IN
IDEOLOGICAL ATTACKS. 1]
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| As WE TALK TODAY ABOUT VALUES AND ABOUT TAKING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUILbING A BETTER FUTURE, CLARENCE
THOMAS.COMES TO MIND. HE CERTAINLY EXEMPLIFIES THE

VERY ATTITUDES WE WANT ALL AMERICANS TO ADOPT AS THEY
BUILD BETTER, SAFER COMMUNITIES.

- 14 -

BUT YOU ALSO STAND ON THE FRONT LINES -- REPORTING
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES / IDENTIFYING DRUG DEALERS /
EVEN CLOSING DOWN CRACK HOUSES. YOU PLAY A CRITICAL
ROLE IN BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE FOR THIS NATION. I
SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR FAITH IN AMERICA AND YOUR HOPE IN A
BETTER TOMORROW FOR OUR CHILDREN. AND MOST OF ALL, I
THANK YOU. GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

hkkkkkkk
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AND NOW IT IS MY PLEASURE TO FLIP THIS SWITCH. IT
SYMBOLIZES THE PORCH LIGHTS THAT WILL ILLUMINATE
STREETS ALL ACROSS THE NATION TONIGHT -- AND HELP
AMERICANS "GIVE NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME AND DRUGS A GOING-
AWAY PARTY." THANK You.

# # it
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DRAF T Grant / Dooley

Draft twe A:NIGHTOUT
AuQuat 5, 1991

BRIE? REMARRS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IICROPP
DEA AUDITORIUX
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 19931
11 A.N.

[Good morning. Acknowledgenments: Attofney General Dick’
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,’
Director of the Natlenal Asgociation of Town Watch.)

Speaking of ¢ha m, this Z/q oy first visit to this
DEA hsadguazters, wﬁg}a some of America's biggest harcss werk
every day. I knew quits a few DEA agents have joincd.us this
merning, aleny with a class of D.C. Metro Police recruits, and -
DEA Basic Agent Class 81. Lat's thark tﬁem for the couragesus

- work thay're doing. 1It's also-great to ses all of you kids hare.

What a pleasure it is to join yeu this morning, for the
Kickoff Ceramony of tha Sth Annual Natiopal sight Out.

((Although I admit, I told my staff that participating in |
Natiomal Night Ouf did pot mean thay get Natiomal Moraning 0f£¢£.))

This eveniny, 23 millicn pecple in fiftylstatas, tha U.s.
territeries, and militéry bages all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime.” They'll turn en outside lights, sit on
porches, anﬂ vigit with nazghbors and local police cfticers.
They'1ll host block parties, ceckouts, parades and contests.
They'll organize the mest effective crima-tiqhtinq :orce known %o
anyone -- communities that care.,

We want to turn back the clock to the old days ... when all
the kids knew the cop on tha beat ... when People looked ocut for



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Draft insert for POTUS on Clarence Thomas 8 - 6 - 91

‘Cf‘.‘?yy, xS - 54C {1 A
Judge Thomas has tremendous support‘pf'a §£Q§d'. um of
Americans. T}a&fgéacross- the-board support, -Eh&;’g minorty
communities.as , is now manifesting itself in measurable
ways. So when you hear about opposition to Judge Thomas from one
beltway group or another, it's clear that they are simply out of
touch with mainstream America.
Look at today's/piece in the Washington Post by Margaret Bush e /‘_
Wilson,qformeq7£hair of the NAACP's National Board of Directors. ‘o
In supporting ‘€larence she said, "I know that as a Supreme Court 7zn¢3
Justice Clarence Thomas will continue to defend and protect the ﬁ? g
rights of the needy. He does not permit anyone to think for him,‘kuy c
and he is intellectually honest." ‘

Maybe some of these groups could take a lesson from this
distinguished civil rights advocate, and look at the facts an
the record instead of engaging in ideological attacks.

7t
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TALKING POINTS
_ | |

"Judge Thomas' life is a model for all Americans, and he's

earned the right to sit on this nation's highest court.”
President Bush nominating Judge Thomas
July 1, 1991

Judge Thomas was nominated by the President to be a Supreme
Court Justice because of his fidelity to the Constitution -
and the rule of law. These qualities, coupled with his

education and sxperience, will make him an exemplary Justice

of the Supreme Court. T

As President Bush said, Judge Thomas "is a fiercely
independent thinker with an excellent legal mind, who
believes passionately in equal opportunity for all
Americans. He will approach the cases that come before the
Court with a commitment to deciding them fairly, as the
facts and the law require.” '

.. The U.S, Senate has already confirmed Judge Thomas four - =

separate times: as Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at -
the Department of Education in 1981, twice as Chairman of
the EEOC in 1982 and 1986, and most rec:zntly as U.S. Court
of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia in 1990. He
graduated from Holy Cross College with honors in 1971 and
Yale Law School in 1974.

As Judge Thomas told the Senate Judiciary Committee: "The
reason I became a lawyer was to make sure that minorities,
individuals who did not have access to this society, gained
access. Now, I may differ with others as to how best to do
that, but the objective has always been to include those who
have been excluded."

He believes firmly in the rights of the individual: that .
government's role is to protect the rights of the individual
without advancing the interests of any particular lobbying

‘group. '

Thomas would bring to the Court a wealth of experiehcé in
government. . : - i

He compiled an outstanding record at EEOC: while seeking

“tougher penalties against discriminatory businesses, he

pushed for improved voting rights and a strong civil rights
agenda. o . '
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JUDGE THOMAS
TALKING POINTS
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Senator John C. Danforth has called Judge Thomas
"conservative, but a compassionate kind of conservative, not
rigid or ideological in his views. His every motive is that
he empathizes with ordinary people, he's one of them."

R. Gaull Silberman, Vice Chairman of the EEOC when Thomas
was chairman, said, "This man made the EEOC. He built it
into a first-class law enforcement agency. We took three
times as many cases, got more relief for more_people than
any other times in history." .

According to Alan Keyes, President of Gitizens Against
Government Waste, on the basis of Thomas' constitutional
philosophy and his character, "it would have been difficult
for Mr. Bush to find anyone more qualified than Judge ’
Thomas. Throughout his public career, he has displayed the
intellectual honesty, integrity and moral courage that are
crucial but all too rare ingredients of great public
service.” o P L

[

',Wheh Thomas was nominated to the couff 6f appeals, Robert G.

Dowd, the Presiding Judge of the Missouri Court of Appeals, .
wrote that "Mr. Thomas has an outstanding civil rights
record and has demonstrated leadership and excellence as
Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. He
added that he "sincerely believed that Mr. Thomas would

bring honor, excellence, and scholarship to the appellate

court."

The nomination is not dictated by Judge Thomas' race; it is
not dictated by his ideology; it is dictated by his first-
rate intellect, his varied legal experiences, his
outstanding character, and his commitment to the
Constitution and individual rights.

The President recently said that Judge Thomas "offers what I.
think is a very stirring testament to what people can do

‘when they refuse to take no for an answer, when through
-sheer determination they overcome. the obstacles that others

have placed in their way."



NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF \ DEA AUDITORIU
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991 \ 11 A.M. "

GOOD MORNING. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: ATTORNEY GENERAL

Drck THORNBURGH; DEA ADMINISTRATOR ROBERT BONNER; MaTT

PESKIN, DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TowN

WATCH. -
SPEAKING OF THE HALL OF FAME, THIS IS MY FIRST

VISIT TO THIS DEA HEADQUARTERS, WHERE SOME OF AMERICA'S
BIGGEST HEROES WORK EVERY DAY.

S,
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I know QuITE A FEW DEA AGENTS HAVE JOINED US THIS
MORNING, ALONG WITH A cLAss oF D.C. MeTrRo PoLICE
RECRUITS, AND DEA Basrc AGENT CLass 8l. LET’'S THANK
THEM FOR THE COURAGEOUS WORK THEY'RE DOING. I'M ALSO
PLEASED THAT SO MANY LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD TOWN WATCH
ACTIVISTS COULD JOIN US HERE TODAY. YOU DESERVE THANKS
FOR YOUR COURAGEOUS AND SELFLESS WORK, T00. AND, IT'S
ALSO GREAT TO SEE ALL OF YOU KIDS HERE.
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WHAT A PLEASURE IT IS TO JOIN YOU THIS MORNING, FOR
THE KICKOFF CEREMONY. OF THE 8TH ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT
Our. ((ALTHouGH I ADMIT, I TOLD MY STAFF THAT
PARTICIPATING IN NATIONAL NIGHT OUT DID NOT MEAN THEY
GET NATIONAL MorRNING OFF.))
THIS EVENING, 23 MILLION PEOPLE IN FIFTY STATES,

THE U.S. TERRITORIES, AND MILITARY BASES ALL OVER THE
WORLD WILL SAY "GOODBYE TO CRIME."

e ———
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THEY'LL TURN ON OUTSIDE LIGHTS, SIT ON PORCHES, AND
VISIT WITH NEIGHBORS AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS.
THEY'LL HOST BLOCK PARTIES, COOKOUTS, PARADES AND
CONTESTS. THEY'LL ORGANIZE THE MOST EFFECTIVE CRIME-
FIGHTING FORCE KNOWN TO ANYONE -- COMMUNITIES THAT
CARE.
WE WANT TO TURN BACK THE CLOCK TO THE OLD DAYS ...
WHEN ALL THE KIDS KNEW THE COP ON THE BEAT ... WHEN

PEOPLE LOOKED OUT FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS ... WHEN WE FELT
SAFE IN OUR COMMUNITIES.
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To0 MANY TIMES TODAY, NEIGHBORS AND POLICE ARE PERFECT
STRANGERS. AS A RESULT, TOO MANY CRIMES GO UNOBSERVED
OR UNREPORTED -- AND T0OO MANY CRIMINALS GO FREE.
WE HAVE A. CHANCE TO CHANGE ALL THAT. TONIGHT WILL
BE THE BIGGEST NIGHT QuT EVER -- 8,300 COMMUNITIES --
NEARLY EVERY MAJOR AMERICAN CITY WILL JOIN IN.

HUNDREDS OF SUBURBAN AND RURAL COMMUNITIES WILL JOIN
THE FESTIVITIES.

Eeiamw @0k
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IN MINNEAPOLIS -- LAST YEAR'S BIGGEST NIGHT OuT
CITY -- CONCERNED CITIZENS WILL GATHER AT OVER 700
BLOCK PARTIES. AT THE MINNEAPOLIS YouTH Kickorr DANCE,
MORE THAN A THOUSAND YOUNG PEOPLE WILL GIVE CRIME THE
"TWIST," THE "PRETZEL" AND THE "BuMmP."

IN MEMPHIS, PEOPLE WILL REJOICE AT A MOCK FUNERAL.
CoMMUNITY WATCH GROUPS THERE WILL BURY CRIME.

IN New ORLEANS, A MARDI-GRAS STYLE JAzZz FESTIVAL

FOR CRIME WILL PROMOTE THE DAY WHEN CRIMINALS WILL SING
THE BLUES.
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AND IN BUFFALO, NEw YORK POLICE AGENCIES AND
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS FROM THE U.S. AND CANADA wILL JoIN
IN A "HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER" CEREMONY -- WHILE
CRIMEFIGHTERS ABOARD THE USS LITTLE Rock say "Bon
VOYAGE" TO CRIME.

FOREST HILLs, Texas wrLL HOST AN "OLDE WEST SHooT
OuT" AGAINST THE "BAD GUYS" IN BLACK HATS.

THE 7276 U.S. AIR BAse Group IN CRETE, GREECE WILL
SPONSOR A "SPOT THE BURGLAR" CONTEST.

-8 -

IN CITIES AND TOWNS ACROSS AMERICA AND AT OUR
MILITARY BASES OVERSEAS, LAW ABIDING CITIZENS WANT
CRIMINALS TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE MORE OF US THAN THEM.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAMS AND OTHER COMMUNITY PATROLS
WILL SERVE NOTICE THAT WE PLAN TO DEPLOY OUR MOST
POWERFUL WEAPONS AGAINST DRUGS AND CRIME: OUR EYES AND
EARS.
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THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME IN MANY WAYS IS A FIGHT TO
REBUILD THE INSTITUTIONS FROM WHICH AMERICA ALWAYS HAS
DRAWN ITS STRENGTH -- FAMILIES, SCHOOLS, NEIGHBORHOODS,
PLACES OF WORSHIP. QUR ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES IN
BUILDING A RULE OF LAW BY EMPHASIZING THE VALUES AND
VIRTUES THAT MAKE OUR LAND GREAT.

OUR COMPREHENSIVE CRIME BILL WOULD STRENGTHEN THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AT THE

LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL LEVEL.

e -
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RIGHT Now, THAT LEGISLATION IS oN CapiToL HILL -- AND
I'D LIKE To HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE CRIME BILL THAT I can
SIGN INTO LAW BY THE END OF THIS YEAR,

We’'vE PRoPOSED REFORMS THAT LET LocaL PROSECUTORS
AND JUDGES DO THEIR JOBS. THEY'RE THE ONES WHO KNoOw
HOW TO FIGHT CRIME 1N YOUR COMMUNITY, NOT SoME So-
CALLED EXPERT IN WAsHINGTON. WHAT WE NEED ARE MORE

POLICE\OFFICERS, PROSECUTORS, AND JUDGES WHO UNDERSTAND
THE RULE oOF LAW.
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: OurR NOMINEE FOR THE U.S. SUPREME COURT -- JUDGE
CLARENCE THOMAS -- NOT ONLY HAS LIVED THE VALUES WE

HOLD DEAR; HE HAS PROMOTED THEM THROUGH HIS
DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN PUBLIC SERVICE. I DID NOT
NOMINATE JUDGE THOMAS BECAUSE HE IS BLACK OR BECAUSE HE
HAS OVERCOME OBSTACLES TO BUILD HIS CAREER. YES,IHIS
PERSONAL STORY IMPRESSES ME, AS IT SHOULD IMPRESS
EVERYONE.

o e | vt 2 —yr—y v
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BuT I NOMINATED HIM BECAUSE HE HAS THE BRAINS, HE HAS
THE RECORD, AND HE HAS THE PERSONAL DECENCY AMERICANS
SHOULD EXPECT IN A JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT.

AsS WE TALK TODAY ABOUT VALUES AND ABOUT TAKING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE, CLARENCE
THOMAS COMES TO MIND. HE CERTAINLY EXEMPLIFIES THE
VERY ATTITUDES WE WANT ALL AMERICANS TO ADOPT AS THEY
BUILD BETTER, SAFER COMMUNITIES.
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BUT YOU ALSO STAND ON THE FRONT LINES -- REPORTING
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES / IDENTIFYING DRUG DEALERS /
EVEN CLOSING DOWN CRACK HOUSES. YOU PLAY A CRITICAL
ROLE IN BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE FOR THIS NATION. I
SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR FAITH IN AMERICA AND YOUR HOPE IN A
BETTER TOMORROW FOR OUR CHILDREN. AND MOST OF ALL, I

THANK YOU. GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
# # #

—tee




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 5, 1991

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH TONY snow’)s
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT /1)
SUBJECT: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF EVENT

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your review are brief remarks for the National.
Night out kickoff, to be held on Tuesday, August 6 at 11 a.m. in -
the D.E.A. Auditorium. You will address an audience of local law
enforcement officials, Neighborhood Watch coordinators, community
leaders and several hundred children.

ITI. DISCUSSION

In your remarks (5 minutes/cards), you salute the good work
of local community activists in the fight against drugs and
crime, and highlight the events of the evening of Auqust 6 --
when approximately 23 million people take part in "National Night
Out."



Grant / Dooley
Draft two A:NIGHTOUT
August 5, 1991 '
BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF'
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.

[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch; and two of.
the brightest names in American sports right now -- both future
Hall-of-Famers -- Cal Ripken, Jr. and Magic Johnson. ]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame, this is my first visit to. this
DEAlheadquarters, where some of America's biggest heroes work
every day. I know quite a few DEA agents have joined us this
morning. Let's thank them for the courageous work they do.

What a pleasure it is to join you this morning, for the
Kickoff of National Night out. ((Although I admit, I told ny
staff that participating in National Night Oout did not mean they
get National Morning Off.))

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime." They'll turn on outside‘lights, sit on
porches, and visit with neighbors and local police officers.
They'1ll host block parties, cookouts, parades and contests.
They'll organize the most effective crime-fighting force known to .
anyone -- communities that care.

We want to turn back the clock to the old days .+« When all

the kids knew the cop on the beat ... when people looked out for:
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their neighbors ... when we felt safe in our communities. Too
many times today, neighbors and police are perfect strangers. As.
a result, too many crimes go unobserved or unreported -- and too
many criminals go free.

We have a chance to change all that. Tonight will be the--
biggest Night Out ever -- 8,300 communities -- nearly every major:
American city will join in:. Hundreds of suburban and rural.
communities will join the festivities.

In Minneapolis -- last year's biggest Night Out city ----
concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties. At:the.
Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, more than a thousand young
people will give crime the "twist," the "pretzel" and the "bump."

In Memphis, people will rejoice at a mock funeral.

Community Watch groups there will bury crime..

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festival for Crime.:
will promote the day when criminals will sing the blues.

And in Buffalo, New York police agencies and government -
officials from the U.S. and Canada will join in a "Hands Across.
the Border" ceremony -- while crimefighters aboard the USS Little
Rock say "bon voyage" to crime.

Forest Hills, Texas will.host“an "Olde West Shoot out"
against the "bad guys" in black héts.

The 7276 U.S. Air Base Group in Crete, Greece will sponsor-a -
'"Spot the Burglar" contest. ((Unfortunately, the only burglar I

know isn't named Spot, she's named Millie.))
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In cities and towns across America and at our military bases
overseas, law abiding citizens want criminals to know fhat there
are more of us than them. Neighborhood Watch programs and other
community patrols will serve notice that we plan to deploy our
most powerful weapons against drugs and crime: our eyes and ears.

Because crime affects every one of us -- on'the streets, in-
our schools and playgrounds, even in our homes ---we all have a
stake in helping our law enforcement officers fight against crime
and drugs.

Our comprehensive crime bill would strengthen the
relationship between law enforcement officials at the local,
state and federal level. Right now, that legislation is on
Capitol Hill -- and I'd like to have a comprehensive crime bill
that I can sign into law by the end of this year.

We've proposed reforms that let local prosecutors and judges
do their jobs. They're the ones who know how to fight crime in
your community, not some so-called expert in Washington.

And you in the front lines ---reporting suspicious
activities / identifying drug dealers / even closing down crack
houses. I salute you for your faith in America and your hope in
a better tomorrow for our children. And most of all, I thank
you. God bless the United States of America.

| And now, it's my pleasure to sign a proclamation designating

today as "National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day."
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BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKROFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.
[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of thefNational Association of Town Watch.]
Speaking of the Hall of Fame, this is my first visit to this
DEA headquarters, where some of America's biggest heroes work
\Qﬁ?}ijgg/:very'day. I know quite a few DEA agents have joined us this
QQ}" N morning, aléng with a class of D.C. Metro Policeé recruits, and
(fs-d/\ DEA Basic Agent Class 81. Let's thank them for the courageous
“ﬁ:%<€§\' work they re d01ng “It's also great to see all of you kids here.
é%gi) What a pleasure it is to join you this morning; for the -
Kickoff Ceremony of the 8th Annuél National Night Out.
((Although I admit, I told my staff that participating in
ﬁational Night out did not mean they gét National Morning Off.))
This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime." They'll turn on outside lights, sit on
porches, and visit with neighbors and local poiice officers.
They'll host block parties, cookouts, parades and contests.
They'll organize the most effective crime-fighting force known to
anyone -- communities that care.

We want to turn back the clock to the old days ... when all

the kids knew the cop on the beat ... when people looked out for
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their oeighborsr... wheo we felt safe in our communities. "Too
mahy times today, neighbors and police are perfect strahgers. As
a result, too many crimes go unobserved or unreported.-- andltoo'
many criminals go free. _

We have a chance to change'ell that. Tonight will.be the
bigoest Night out ever -- 8,300 communities - nearly_everylmajor
American city will join'in. Hundreds of'suburban and rurel
oommunities will join the festivities.

In Minneapolis -- last year's biggest Night Out city --

concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties. At the

Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, more than a thousand young

_ people willigive crime the "twist," the "pretzel" and the "bump."

In Memphis, people will rejoice at a mock funeral.
Community Wetch.groups there will bury-crime. -

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festival for Crime
will promote the day when criminals will sing the blues.

And in Buffalo, .New York police agencies and government

off1c1als from the U.S. and Canada will ]Oln in a "Hands Across

the Border" ceremony -- while crimefighters aboard the USS Little

" Rock say "bon voyage" to crime.

Forest ‘Hills, Texas will host an "Olde West Shoot out"
against the "bad guys" in black hats.

The 7276 U.S. Air Base Group in Crete, Greece will sponsor a
"Spot the Burgiar" contest. ((Unfortunétely,-the only'burglar I

know isn't named Spot, she's named Millie.))
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' In cities and towns across America and at our military bases.

overseas, law abiding citizens Want criminals to know that there

are_more’of us than them. Neighborhood Watch programs and other

community patrols will serVe'notice that ﬁe plan to deploy our
most pbwerfui wéépons against drugs and crime: our eyes and ears. -
Because crime affecté everyloﬁe of us -- on the streets, in
our'Schools,and playgrounds; even in our homes -- we all have a
stake in helping our law enforcement Officers fight against crime
and drugs. A |
Our comprehensive crime bill would strengthen the
relationship between law enforcement officials at thé local,
state and federal level. Right'néw, that 1egis1atioﬁ is on
Cépitol Hill -- and I'd like to have a comprehensive'crime bill
that I can sign into law by the end of this year.
| We've proposed reforms that let local prosgcutors and judges

do their jobs. They're the ones who know how to fight crime in

 your community, not some so-called expert in Washington.

And you in the front lines - reporting suspicious
activities / identifying drug dealers / even closing down crack
houses. I salute you for your faith in America and your hope in

'a better tomorrow for our children. And most of all, I thank

' .you. God bless the Unitéd States of America.

# O # #






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 5, 1991

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : TONY snow'rf
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT /NK§
SUBJECT: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF EVENT

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your review are brief remarks for the National
Night Out kickoff, to be held on Tuesday, August 6 at 11 a.m. in
the D.E.A. Auditorium. You will address an audience of local law
enforcement officials, Neighborhood Watch coordinators, community
leaders and several hundred children.

II. DISCUSSION

In your remarks (5 minutes/cards), you salute the good work
of local community activists in the fight against drugs and
crime, and highlight the events of the evening of August 6 --
when approximately 23 million people take part in "National Night
Oout."
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BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.

[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attornéy General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch; and two of-
the brightest names in American sports right now —-- both future
Hall-of-Famers --- Cal Ripken, Jr. and Magic Johnson. ]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame, this is my first visit to this
DEA.headquarters, where some of America's biggest heroes work
every day. I know quite a few DEA agents have joined us this
morning. Let's thank them for the courageous work they do.

What a pleasure it is to join you this morning, for the
Kickoff of National Night Out. ((Although I admit, I told my
staff that participating in National Night out did not mean they
get National Morning Off.))

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime." They'll turn on outside lights, sit on
porches, and visit with neighbors and local police officers.
They'll host block parties, cookouts, parades and contesﬁs.
They'll organize the most effective crime-fighting force known to .
anyone -- communities that care.

We want to turn back the clock to the old days ... when all

the kids knew the cop on the beat ... when people looked out for
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their neighbors ... when we felt safe in our communities. Too
many times today, neighbors and police are perfect strangers. As
a result, too many crimes go unobserved or unreported -- and too
many criminals go free.

We have a chance to change all that. Tonight will'be the
biggest Night out ever -- 8,300 communities -- nearly evefy major
American city will join in. Hundreds of suburban and rural
communities will join the festivities.

In Minneapolis -- last year's biggest Night out city --
concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block. parties. At the
Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, more than a thousand young
people will give crime the "twist," the "pretzel" and the "bump."

In Memphis, people will rejoice at a mock funeral.

Community Watch groups there will bury crime.

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festival for Crime
will promote the day when criminals will sing the blues.

And in Buffalo, New York police agencies and government
officials from the U.S. and Canada will join in a "Hands Across
the Border" ceremony -- while crimefighters aboard the USS Little
Rock say "bon voyage" to crine.

Forest Hills, Texas will host an "Olde West Shoot Out"
against the "bad guys" in black hats.

The 7276 U.S. Air Base Group in Crete, Greece will sponsor a
'“Spot the Burglar" contest. ((Unfortunately, the only burglar I

know isn't named Spot, she's named Millie.))
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In cities and towns across America and at our military bases
overseas, law abiding citizens want criminals to know that there

are more of us than them. Neighborhood Watch programs and other

community patrols will serve noticé that we plan to deploy our
most powerful weapons against drugs and crime: our eyes and ears.

Because crime affects every one of us -- on the streets, in-
our schools and playgrounds, even in our homes -- we all have a
stake in helping our law enforcement officers fight against crime .
and drugs.

Our comprehensive crime bill would strengthen the
relationship between law enforcement officials at the local,
state and federal level. Right now, that legislation is on-
Capitol Hill -- and I'd like to have a comprehensive crime bill
that I can sign into law by the end of this year.

We've proposed reforms that let local prosecutors and judges
do their jobs. They're the ones who know how to fight crime in
your community, not some so-called expert in Washington.

And you in the front lines -- reporting suspicious
activities / identifying drug dealers / even closing down crack
houses. I salute you for your faith in America and your hope in. -
a better tomorrow for our children. And most of all, I thank
you. God bless the United States of America.

And now, it's my pleasure to sign a proclamation designating-

today as "National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day."



»

THE PRESIDEMT HAS SEEN
&-5-9/
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

91 kUG -3 PH 9:53

August 5, 1991

INFORMATION.

S

MEMORANDUM -FOR' THE PRESIDENT"

THROUGH TONY snow');_

FROM: " MARY KATE GRANT-M

SUBJECT: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF EVENT
I. SUMMARY

Attached for your review are brief remarks for the National
Night Out' kickoff, to be held on Tuesday, August 6 at 11 a.m: in
the D.E.A. Auditorium. You will address an audience of local.law
enforcement officials, Neighborhood Watch coordinators, community
leaders and several hundred children.

II. DISCUSSION

In your remarks (5 minutes/cards), you salute the good work
of local community activists in the fight against drugs and
crime, and highlight the events of the evening of August 6 ----
when approximately 23 million people take part in "National Night
Out."



Grant / Dooley
Draft two A:NIGHTOUT
August 5, 1991
BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11.A.M.

[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert  Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director-of: the National Association of Town Watch.]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame, this is my first-visit to:this
DEA headquarters/ where some of America's biggest heroes work-
every day. I know quite a few DEA agents have joined us this.
morning, along with a class of D.C. Metro Police recruits, and
DEA Basic Agent Class 81. Let's thank them for the courageous:-

" work they're doing. 1It's also great to see all of you kids here:

What a pleasure it 'is to join you this morning, for the-
Kickoff Ceremony of the 8th Annual National Night Out:
((Although I admit, I told my staff that participating in
National Night Out did not mean they get National Morning Off.))

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime." They'll turn on outside lights, sit on
porches, and visit with neighbors and local police officers.
They'll host block parties, cookouts, parades and contests.
They'1ll organize the most effective crime-fighting force known to
anyone -- communities that care.

We want to turn back the clock to the old days ... when all.

the kids knew the cop on the beat ... when people looked out for
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their neighbors ... when we felt safe in our communities. Too.
many times today, neighbors and police are perfect strangers. . As.
a result, too many crimes go unobserved or unreported ---and.too
many criminals go free.

We have a chance to change all that. Tonight will be. the-
biggest Night Out ever ---8,300 communities -- nearly every majgn -
American city will join in.. Hundreds of suburban and rural" .
communities will join the festivities.

In Minneapolis ---last year's biggest Night out city _—
concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties. At:the
Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, more than a thousand young-
people will give crime the "twist," the "pretzel" and the "bump; "

In Memphis, people will rejoice at a mock funeral. 2
Community Watch groups there will bury crime.

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festival for Crinme
will promote the day when criminals will sing the blues.

And .in Buffalo, New York police agencies and government
officials from the U.S. and Canada will join in a "Hands Across
the Border" ceremony -- while crimefighters aboard the USS Little.
Rock say "bon voyage" to crime.

Forest Hills, Texas will host an "Olde West Shoot out"
against the "bad guys" in black hats.

The 7276 U.S. Air Base Group in Crete, Greece will sponsor—a

"Spot the Burglar" contest. ((Unfortunat y, jij/gﬂly burglar-I

know isn't ?3?EE,EESE}/SheIS named Millde.))
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In cities and towns across America and at our military bases
overseas, law abiding citizens want criminals to know that. there

are more of us than them. Neighborhood Watch programs and_other

community patrols will serve notice that we .plan to deploy our:
most powerful weapons against drugs and crime: our.eyes and~ears. .

Because crime affects every one of ‘us.---on.the. streets,;. in:=-

our schools:and.playgrounds, even in-our. homes ---we all;hévéggif
stake in helping our-law enforcement:officers fight against:égiﬁem
and drugs. -

Our -comprehensive crime bill would strengthen the
relationship between law ehforcement“officials~atrthe local,
state and federal level. Right now, that-legislation is-on=
Capitol Hill ---and I'd like to have a comprehensive crime=bill"
that I can-sign into law by the end of this year:

We've proposed reforms that let local prosecutors and judges
do their jobs. They're the ones who know how to. fight crime iﬁ:
‘your community, not some so-called expert in Washington.

And you in the front" lines ---reporting suspicious
activities./ identifying drug dealers / even closing down crack
houses. 1I7salute you for your faith in America and your hope in-
a better tomorrow for our children. And most of 'all, I thank-

you. God bless the United States of America.

Fo e g
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 5:00 p.m., FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, with a cooy to this offlce
Thank you.

RESPONSE: f \ M
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m \/\) N\ \(/ PHILLIP D. BRADY
5(0 0 Assistant to the President
M ( 5 and Staff Secretary
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Grant / Dooley
Draft one A:NIGHTOUT
July 31, 1991 -
BRIEF REMARKS: ﬁATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.

[Goéd morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick |
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch; and two of
the brightest names in American sports right now -- both future
Hall-of~-Famers -- Cal Ripken, Jr. ﬁnd,Magic Johnson.* ]
| Speaking of the Hall of Fame reminds me that right here at
DEA some of America's biggest heroes work every aay. I know
quite a few DEA agents are with us this morning -- what
tremendous men and women they are.

What a pleasure it is to join you this morning;.for the
Kickoff of National Night Out. ((Although I admit, I told my
staff that participating in National Night out did not mean they
get National Morning Off.)) |

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime." They'll be turning on outside lights,
sitting on porches, and visiting with neighbors and local police
officers at block parties, cookouts, parades and contests. We
want to turn back the clock to the days when our streets were
safe ... when the cop on the beat was someone all the kids knew

... When a neighbor was someone you looked out for ... when a

community was a place loocked out for each other. Too many times
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today,.neighbors and police are perfect strangers -- and that's a
perfect climate for crime.

We have a chance to change all that. Tonight will be the
biggest Night Out ever -- 8300 communities -- nearly every major
American city will be joining in, and hundreds of smaller
suburban and rural communities will participate as well.

Tonight in Minneapolis -- last year's biggest Night oOut city
-- concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties --
and across town, at the Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Diice, over a
thousand young people will be giving crime the "twist," the
"pretzel" and the "bump." ”

Iﬁ Memphis, people won't shed a tear as Neighborhood Watch
groups "bury Qrime" at a mock funeral.

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festivéi for Crime
will mean that from now on, the criminals will be singing the
blues.

And in Buffalo, New York police agencies and government
officials from both the United States and Canada will join in a
"Hands Across the Border" ceremony while crimefighters say "bon
voyage" to cfime aboard the USS Little Rock.

Forestggi;ls, Texas will be the site of an "Olde West Shoot
' out" against the "bad guys" in black hats. |

And half a world away in Crete, Greece, the 7276 U.S. Air
Base Group will hold a "Spot the Burglar" contest.
((Unfortunately, the only burglar I know isn't named Spot, she's

_named Millie.))
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In all these communities plus thousands of others, law

abiding citizens want criminals to know that there are more of us

- than them. By organizing Neighborhood Watch progfams and other

community patrols, we're using our most powerful weapons against
drugs and crime: the eyes and ears of our neighbors.

There is not one American -- anywhere -- who is safe from
crime. Because we are all affeéted -- whether on the streets, in
our schools and playgrounds, or even in our own homes -- we all
have a stake in helping our law enforcement officers®in the fight )
against crime and drugs.

Strengthening the relationship between law énforcement at
the local, state and federal level is the aim of our
comprehensive crime bill. Right now, that legislation is on
Capitol Hill. I want Congress to‘send me a comprehéﬁsive crime
bill I can sign into law by the end of this year. We've proposed
reforms that will make the job of local prosecutors and judges
mﬁch easier -- because they're the ones who know how to fight
crime in your community, far better than any expert in
Washington.

| You are‘the ones out on the front lines -- neighbors

reporting suspicious activities, identifying drug dealers, even

"closing down crack houses. I salute you for your faith in

America and your hope in a better tomorrow for our children. And
most of all, I thank you. God bless the United States of

America.
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And now, it's my pleasure to sign a proclamation designating

today as "National Neighborhdod Crime Watch Day."

¥



Grant / Dooley
Draft two A: NIGHTOUT
August 5, 1991
; BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.
[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch.]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame, this is my first visit to thls

DEA headquarters, where some of America's blggest heroes work

'eevery day. I know quite a few DEA agents have JOlned us this

morning, along with a class of D.C. Metro Police recruits, and

DEA Basic Agent Class 81. Let's thank them for the courageous

* work they're doing. It's also great to see all of you kids here.

What a pleasure it is_to join you this morning, for the
Kickoff Ceremony of the 8th Annual National Night out.
((Although I admit, I told my staff that participating in
Nationel Night out did not mean they get National Morning Off.))

Tﬁis evening; 23 million people in fifty sfates, the U.S.

territofies, and military bases all over the world will éay

- "Goodbye to Crime." They'll turn on outside lights, sit on

porches, and visit with neighbors and local police officers.

They'll host block parties, cookouts, parades and contests.

They'll organize the most effective crime—fighting force known to
anyone -- communities that care.
We want to turn back the clock to the'eld‘days ... When all

the kids knew’the cop on the beat ... when people looked out for
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their neighbors ... when we feltlsafe in4our commﬁnities.- Too
many times today, neighbors and.police are perfect,étrangers. Asx
a result, too hény criﬁes'go unobserVed of unreported - gnd too
‘many criminals go free. | ‘ ' .

Wé have a chance to change all thaf.’ Tonight will bé the
'biggést Night out ever‘;— 8,300 commﬁhities -; neariy every major
Ameriéan city will join in. Hundreds of suburban and rural
éomﬁunities will join the festivities.

In Minneapolié -- last year's biggest Night 6ﬁt.city -
concerned citizens will gétherlﬁt over 700 block»parties;  At the'
Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, more than a thousand young
people will give crime the "twist," the "pretzelﬁ and-the "bump."

In Memphis, people will rejoicé at é mock funeral.
Community Watch groups there wiil bury crime. ”

_Ih.New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festival for Crime
will prohote the day when criminals will sing the blues.

And in Buffalo, New York police agencies and government
dfficials from the U.S. énd Cénada will join in a "Hands Across
the Border" cerémony -- while crimefighters_aboard the USS Little
- Rock say "bon voyage" to crime.—
| Fores? Hills, Texas will host an "Olde West Shoot out"
.égainst the "bad guys" in black hats,

» The 7276 U.S. Air Base Groﬁp in Crete, éreece will‘spénsor a
"Spot the Burglar" conteét. ((Unfortunately, the only bufglgr I

khow isn't named Spot, she's named Millie.))
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In cities and towns across America and at our military bases.

overseas, law abiding citizens want criminals to know that there

are more of us than them. Neighberhood Watch programs‘and other .

" community patrols will serve'notice that we plah to deploy our

most powerful weapons against drugs and crime: our eyes and ears. -
Because crime affects every one of us -- on the streets, in

our schools and playgrounds, even in our homes -- we all have a

"stake in helping our law enforcement officers fight against crime

and drugs.
Our comprehensive crime bill would Strengthen the

relationship between law enforcement officials at the local,

‘state and federal level.‘ Right now, that legislation is on

Capitol Hill -- and I'd like to have a comprehensive crime bill:
that.I.can sign into law by the -end of this year.

'We've proposed refbrms that let local prosecutors and judges
do their.jobs. .They're the enee who know how to fighf crime in
your»eommuhity, not some se-called expert in Washington.

And you iﬁ the front lines =-- reporting suspicious _
acﬁivities / identifyihg drug dealers / even closing down crack
houses. .I salute you for your faith in America and your hope_in
a better tomerrow for our children. And most of all, I thank
you. Gedigless the United States of America. |

£ F #
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DATE: 8/1/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _8/2/91 5:00 pm

SUBJECT: _BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF - DEA AUDITORIUM

ACTION FY| ACTION  FY]
VICE PRESIDENT O m/ MCCLURE §” O
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BROMLEY o O UNTERMEYER O |
CARD a l]/ ROGERS a g d
DEMAREST m/ O SNOW O [j/*/
FITZWATER | m/ O |
GRAY v O o o
HOLIDAY YO m| a

RE;;;;;:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 5:00 p.m., FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE: The comments from Cabinet Affairs are attached.
Thanks,

A~ 5
Clinaduth, u){%-w\
Elizabeth Luttig [ ) PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



Grant / Dooley
Draft one A:NIGHTOUT
July 31, 1991
BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.

[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch; and two of
the brightest names in American sports right now -- both future
Hail-of-Famers -- Cal Ripken, Jr. and Magic Johnson.*]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame reminds me that right here at
DEA some of America's biggest heroes wofk every &ay. I know
quite a few DEA agents are with us this morning -- what
tremendous men and women they are.

What a pleasure it is to join you this morning{'for the
Kickoff of National Night out. ((Although I admit, I told my
staff that participating in National Night out did not mean they
get National Morning Off.))

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime."™ They'll be turning on outside lights,
sitting on porches, and visiting with neighbors and local police
officers at block parties, cookouts, parades and contests. We
want to turn back the clock to the days when our streets were

safe ... when the cop on the beat was someone all the kids knew

... when a neighbor was someone you looked out for ... when a

community was a placejlooked out for each other. Too many times
(b o>
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today, neighbors and police are perfect strangers -- and that's a
perfect climate for crime.

We have a chance ﬁo change all that. Tonight will be the
biggest Night oOut ever -- 8300 communities -- nearly every major
American city will be joining in, and hundreds of smaller
suburban and rural communities will participate as well.

Tonight in Minneapolis -~ last year's biggest Night oOut city
-- concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties --
and across town, at the Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Dance, o§er a
thousand young people will be giving crime the "twist," the
"pretzel" and the "bump." |

In Memphis, people won't shed a tear as Neighborhood Watch
gréups "bury crime" at a mock funeral.

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festivéi for Crime
will mean that from now on, the criminals will be singing the
blues. (i}wyé> |

And in Buffalo, New Yor ice agencies and government
officials from both the United States and Canada will join in a
. "Hands Across the Border" ceremony while crimefighters saf "bon
voyage" to crime aboard the U Little Rock.

| Suortt

Forest-Hills, Texaii?&ll be the site of an "Olde West Shoot
Oout" against the "bad guys" in black hats.

And half a world away in Crete, Greece, the 7276 U.S. Air
Base Gréﬁp will hold a "Spbt the Bﬁrglar" contest.
((Unfortunately, the only burglar I know isn't named Spot, she's

named Millie.))
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In all these communities plus thousands of others, law

abiding citizens want criminals to know that there are more of us

than them. By organizing Neighborhood Watch programs and other

community patrols, we're using our most powerful weapons against ~&)

n
. $\ e
drugs and crime: the eyes and ears of our neighbors.
There is not one American -- anywhere -- who is gsafe from
crime. Because we are all affected -- whether on the streets, in

‘our schools and playgrounds, or even in our own homes -- we all
have a stake in helping our law enforcement officers® in the fight
against crime and drugs.

Strengthening the relationship between law énforcement at
the local, state and federal level is the aim of our
comprehensive crime bill. Right now, that legislation is on
Capitol Hill. I want Congress to send me a comprehéﬁsive crime
bill I can sign into law by the end of this year. We've proposed
reforms that will make the job of local prosecutors and judges
much easier -- because they're the ones who know how to fight
crime in your community, far better than any expert in
Washington. '

You are the ones out on the front>lines -- neighbors
reporting suspicious activities, identifying drug dealers, even
closing down crack houses. I salute you for your faith in
America and your hope in a better tomorrow for our children. And
most of all, I thank you. God bless the United States of

America.
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And now, it's my pleasure to sign a proclamation designating'

"today as "National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day."

###
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 5:00 p.m., FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE: #

<‘7/4 Co— U e

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




Grant / Dooley
Draft one A:NIGHTOUT
July 31, 1991
'BRIEP REMARKS: NATIONAL NIGHT OUT KICKOFF
DEA AUDITORIUM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1991
11 A.M.

[Good morning. Acknowledgements: Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh; DEA Administrator Robert Bonner; Matt Peskin,
Director of the National Association of Town Watch; and two of
the brightest names in American sports right now -- both future
Hall-of-Famers -- Cal Ripken, Jr. and Magic Johnson.*]

Speaking of the Hall of Fame reminds me that right here at
DEA some of America's biggest heroes work every &ay. I know
quite a few DEA agents are with us this morning -- what
tremendous men and women they are.

Whﬁt a pleasure it is to join you this morning;.for the
_Kickoff of National Night out. ((Although I admit, I told my
sfaff that participating in National Night out did not mean they
get Nationalguorning Ooff.)) |

This evening, 23 million people in fifty states, the U.S.
territories, and military bases all over the world will say
"Goodbye to Crime." They'll be turning on outside lights,
sitting on;p@rches, and viSiting with neighbors and local police
officers at'block parties, cookouts, parades and contests. We
want to turn back the clock to the days when our streets were
safe ... when the cop on the beat was someone all the kids knew

.+. When a neighbor was someone you looked out for ... when a

community was a place looked out for each other. Too many times
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today, neighbors and police are perfect strangers -- and that's a
perfect climate for crime.

We have a chance to change all that. Tonight will be the
biggest Night Out ever -- 8300 communities -- nearly every major
American city will bé joining in, and hundreds of smaller
.suburban and rural communities will participate as well.

Tonight in Minneapolis -- last year's biggest Night Out city
-- concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties --
and across town, at the Minneapolis Youth Kickoff Ddﬁce, over a
thousand young people wili beAgiving crime the "twist," the
"pretzel" and the "bump." |

In Memphis, people won't shed a tear as Neighborhood Watch
groups "bury crime" at a mock funeral.

In New Orleans, a Mardi-Gras style Jazz Festivéi for Crime
will mean that from.now on, the criminals will be singing the
blues.

And in Buffalo, New York poiice'agencies‘and government
officials from both the United States and Canada will join in a
"Hands Acroés;the Border" ceremony while crimefighters say "bon
voyage" to crime aboard the USS Little Rock.

Forest:Hills, Texas Vill be the site of an "Olde West Shoot
out" against:the'"bad guys" in black hats.

And half a world away in Crete, Greece, the 7276 U.S. Air
Base Group will hold a "Spot the Burglar" contest.
((Unfortunately, the only burglar I know isn't named Spot, she's

- named Millie.))
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In all these communities plus thousands of 6thers, law

‘abiding citizens want criminals to know that there are more of us

than them. By organizing Neighborhood Watch programs and other

community patrols, we're ﬁsing our most powerful ﬁeapons against

drugs and crime; the eyes and ears of our neighbbfs. |
There is not one American -- anywhere -- who is safe from

?

crime. Because we are all affected -- whether on the streets, in

our schools and playgrounds,'or even in our own homes -- we all

have a stake in helping our law enforcement officers  in the fight
against crime and drugs.

Strengthening the relationship between law énforcement at

- the local, state and federal level is the aim of our

comprehensive crime bill. Right now, that legislation is on

Capitol Hill. I want Congress to send me a comprehensive crime

"~ bill I can sign into law by the end of this year. We've proposed

refpfms that will make the job of 1oca1lprosecutors and judges
much easier -- because they're the 6nes who knoﬁ how to fight
crime in your community, far better than any expert in
Washington. |

You are the ones out on the front lines -- neighbors

.reporting éﬁspicious activities, identifying drug»dealers; even

" closing down crack houses. I salute you for your faith in

Anmerica and your hope in a better tomorrow for our children. And
most of all, I thank you. God bless the United States of

America.
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And now, it's my pleasure to sign a proclamation designating

today as "National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day."

4 #

&
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 6, 1991

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN KICKOFF CEREMONY FOR THE 8TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME

DEA Auditorium
Arlington, Virginia

11:10 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dick =-- Mr. Attorney General
-~ thank you very much. To Judge Bonner, my respects. And I'm just
delighted to be here. To Matt Peskin, the Director of the National
Association of Town Watch, I was glad to have met him and glad that
he's here.

And we've got other key members of our law enforcement
team here today. I can't see him, but I'm told Carol Hallett's out
there, the U.S. Customs Commissioner; Mike Moore of the Marshals;
Steve Higgins, the Director of ATF; Peter Nunez, the Assistant
Treasury Secretary for Law Enforcement; and Maurice Turner, who is
our nominee, and I'm proud to say that, for the Bureau of Justice
Assistance.

This is my first visit to the DEA headquarters, this one.
And certainly, I'm told, the first visit of a President to come to
DEA headguarters. And this one where some of America's biggest
heroes work every single day. I know quite a few DEA agents have
joined us this morning along with a class of the D.C. Metro Police --
the recruits there -- the DEA Basic Agent Class 81. And let's thank
them also for the courageous work they're doing. I am also pleased
that so many local nelghborhood Town Watch activists could join us
here today. A

And I really wanted to say that you deserve our thanks
for your courageous and selfless work, too. And it's also great to
see these kids here in the front, the young kids, I'm told, from the
District. I'm delighted to have them here, and I understand one of
them is going to come up and help us screw in thls light bulb in a
little bit. :

What a pleasure it is to join with you this morning for
the kickoff ceremony of the 8th Annual National Night Out. I admit I
told the staff that participating in the Night Out ceremony did not
mean they get the morning off ceremony -- (laughter) -- although
several are with me and delighted to be here.

This evening, 23 million people in 50 states, the U.S.
territories and military bases all over the world will say good-bye
to crime. And they'll turn on these outside lights, sit on porches,
and visit with their neighbors and the local police officials. And
they're going to host block parties and cookouts and parades and
contests. And they'll organize the most effective crime-fighting
force known to anyone ~-- and that is communities that care.

We want to turn back the clock in this area to the good
old days when all the kids knew the cop on the beat, when people
looked out for their neighbors, and when we felt safe in our own
communities.

Too many times today, as Dick pointed out, neighbors and
police are perfect strangers. The communities don't come together.

MORE
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And the result: Too many crimes go unobserved or unreported Too
many criminals go free. -

We have a chance to change all that. And tonight will be
the biggest Night out ever -- 8,300 communltles, I'm told, nearly
every American major c1ty will join in. Hundreds of.suburban and
rural communities W111 join the festivities.

In Mlnneapolles, last year's biggest Night out city,
concerned citizens will gather at over 700 block parties. At the
Mlnneapolls Youth Kickoff Dance, more than 1,000 young people will
give crime the twist, the pretzel, and the bump. And in Memphis,
people will rejoice at a mock funeral -- community watch groups there -
have organlzed to bury crime. In New Orleans, it's a Mardi
Gras-style jazz festival for crime that will promote the day when
criminals will sing the blues.

And in Buffalo -- Buffalo, New York -- police agencies
and government officials from the U.S. and Canada will join in a
Hands Across the Border ceremony while crime fighters aboard the USS
Little Rock say bon voyvage to crime. .

Forest Hills, Texas, will host an 0ld West Shoot-Out
against the bad guys in the black hats. And the 7276 U.S. Air Base
Group in Crete, Greece, will sponsor a Spot the Burglar contest.

In cities and towns across America and at our military
bases overseas, law-abiding citizens want criminals to know that
there are more of us than them. And neighborhood watch programs and
other community patrols will serve notice that we plan to deploy our
most powerful weapons against drugs and crime: our eyes and our
ears.

The fight against crime in many ways is a fight to
rebuild the institutions from which America has always drawn its
strength:  families, and schools, and neighborhoods, and places of
worship. And our administration believes in building a rule of law
by emphasizing the values and virtues that make our land great.

. Our comprehensive crime bill would strengthen the
relationship between law enforcement officials. at the local, state
and federal levels. And right now that legislation is up on Capitol
Hill, and I'd like to have a comprehensive crime bill that I can sign
into the law by the end of this year. And we're going to keep
pushing for that end.

I think the ' American people want such legislation.
Sometimes you hear of my lack of interest in domestic affairs. Well,
here's a good example of something they can move on right now and
should have been enacted a long, long time ago. (Applause.)

And we've proposed reforms that let local prosecutors and
judges do their job. And they're the ones who know how to fight
crime in your community, not some so-called expert back here in
Washington, D.C. And what we need are more police officers,
prosecutors and judges who understand the rule of law.

our nominee for the U.S. Supreme “court -- “let me just say
- a word about him -- Judge Clarence Thomas. He not only has lived the
values that we hold dear, he's promoted them through his
distinguished careeér in public service. And his personal story --
when you meet him you can't help but be impressed -- in my case,
deeply moved. It 1mpresses everybody, everybody that's fair and
open-minded.

And I nominated him because he has the brains, he has the
record and he has the personal decency that Americans should expect
in a Justice of the Supreme Court -- a fidelity to the Constitution
and the rule of law.

Judge Thomas has tremendous support from a broad section,
a cross -section of America. And that across-the-board support

MORE
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includes minority communities, overwhelmingly supported in minority
communities, I might add, and is now manifesting itself in measurable
ways. So when you hear about opposition to Judge Thomas from one
beltway group or another, it's clear that they are simply out of
touch with mainstream America.

Look.at today's piece in The Washington Post by Margaret
Bush Wilson, a former chairman of the NAACP's National Board of
Directors for nine years, she was chairman of the Board for nine
years, and she's known Judge Thomas for 17 years, known him
personally. In supporting the Judge, she said, "I know that as a
Supreme Court Justice, Clarence Thomas will continue to defend and
protect the rights of the needy. He does not permit anyone to think
for him and he is intellectually honest."™ Maybe some of these groups
out there could take a lesson from that distinguished civil rights
advocate and look at the facts and the record instead of engaging in
ideological attacks.

As we talk today about values and about taking
responsibility for building a better future, Clarence Thomas comes to
mind. He certainly exemplifies the very attitudes we want all
Americans to adopt as they build better, safer communities.

You also understand the front lines =-- reporting
suspicious activities, identifying these drug dealers, even closing
down crack houses. And you play a critical role in building a better
future for this nation. I salute you for your faith in America and
your hope in a better tomorrow for our children. It was very good
for me to walk by this lobby and see those shields of those who have
given their lives in your line of work, standing up against crime to
the benefit of all Americans. It brought home to me once again, as
previous awards ceremonies have, how indebted I am and how indebted
this country is to those of you who served in that manner on the
front line. Don't sit at the head table, not the heroes receiving
the awards, but out there day in and day out trying to make things a
little better, a little safer for these kids that are here today and -
others like them all across the country.

So in addition to saluting this program, I want to tell
you from the heart I am very, very grateful to everybody that serves
at DEA, the other groups that I mentioned here or those that are
going into police work, you have my confidence and you have my
gratitude. So, it's a fitting way to start this light bulb ceremony
by me just saying from the bottom of my heart, thank you very, very

much. And may God bless the United States. Thank you. (Applause.)

END 11l:22 A.M. EDT



