Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

S; 2003-0262-F

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13576
Folder ID Number: 13576-013

Folder Title:
Antiochian Christian Church Annual Convention 7/25/91 [OA 6030]

Section: H Position:

26 17 S

S




ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH ANNUAL CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA

JULY 25, 1991

11:00 A.M.

THANKS, ALL OF YOU, FOR THIS WARM WELCOME. /
ARCHBISHOP SALIBA: IT'S MY PLEASURE TO SEE YOU AGAIN
-~ AND CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU, SIR, ON CELEBRATING
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AS THE LEADER OF THIS CHURCH. //

JUST THREE DAYS AGO, I RETURNED FROM TURKEY, THE
NATION THAT IS HOME TO THE ANCIENT CITY THAT GIVES YOUR
CHURCH ITS NAME. ANCIENT ANTIOCH IS WHERE THE NAME
"CHRISTIAN" FIRST CAME INTO USE -- A CITY WHERE A
TRADITION OF TOLERANCE TOOK SHAPE AROUND A FAITH THAT
WOULD ONE DAY LIGHT THE LIVES OF MILLIONS. THE
STRENGTH OF YOUR FAITH -- AND THE WELCOME IT HAS FOUND
IN AMERICA -- IS TESTIMONY THAT THE SPIRIT OF ANTIOCH
LIVES TODAY. //



THE SPIRIT OF ANTIOCH AND THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA
HAVE MUCH IN COMMON. FOR MANY YEARS NOW, I’'VE BEEN
BLESSED WITH THE PRIVILEGE TO REPRESENT THIS GREAT
COUNTRY. WHEREVER I'VE GONE -- ON EVERY CONTINENT, IN
EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD -- I FIND PEOPLE WHO HAVE
TREMENDOUS ADMIRATION FOR AMERICA AND ALL IT STANDS
FOR. YES, PART OF IT GROWS OUT OF A FASCINATION WITH
OUR MUSIC AND OUR MOVIES, WITH THE CLOTHES WE WEAR OR
THE CARS. WE DRIVE -- BUT WHAT ATTRACTS PEOPLE TO
AMERICA MORE THAN ANY MATERIAL THING IS AN IDEA -- AND
THAT IDEA IS FREEDOM. //

WE MUST REMEMBER -- ESPECIALLY IN THIS, THE
BICENTENNIAL YEAR OF OUR BILL OF RIGHTS -- THAT A
CENTRAL PART OF THAT AMERICAN IDEA IS FREEDOM OF FAITH:
THE RIGHT OF EVERY MAN AND WOMAN TO WORSHIP, TO WITNESS
GOD, AS THEY SEE FIT. -// FROM THE SETTLERS AND
SEEKERS WHO LANDED AT PLYMOUTH ROCK -- TO THE PILGRIMS
OF OUR OWN DAY -- AMERICA HAS LONG BEEN A SAFE HAVEN, A
WELCOME REFUGE FROM PERSECUTION. //




THEY.COME TO OUR SHORES TO TRADE TYRANNY FOR
fOLERANCE. ALL FAITHS ARE WELCOME HERE. TOLERANCE IS
OUR WAY OF RECOGNIZING THE LIMITS OF OUR OWN EARTH-.
BOUND UNDERSTANDING. TOLERANCE TESTIFIES TO THE FACT
THAT WE ARE HUMAN -- ONLY HUMAN: THAT BEFORE GOD, OUR
VAST KNOWLEDGE, ALL OUR SCIENCE, ALL THE WISDOM OF THE
AGES, IS A SINGLE DROP OF WATER -- AND OUR IGNORANCE /
AN OCEAN. //

FAITH HAS A POWER OF ITS OWN. AS IN THE EARLIEST
DAYS AT ANTIOCH, THE MEANS OF MOVING MEN REMAINS THE
SAME: THE POWER OF EXAMPLE, OF LIFE LIVED IN HARMONY
WITH AN IDEAL.

THE IMAGE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD WAS PRESENT IN
PETER'S MIND WHEN HE WROTE: "TEND THE FLOCK OF GOD
THAT IS YOUR CHARGE, NOT BY CONSTRAINT BUT WILLINGLY,
NOT FOR SHAMEFUL GAIN BUT EAGERLY, NOT AS DOMINEERING
OVER THOSE IN YOUR CHARGE, BUT BEING EXAMPLES TO THE
FLOCK."



THE SAME ETHIC GOVERNS NOT SIMPLY MEN, BUT NATIONS.
WHEN AMERICA ACTS IN THE WORLD, WE MUST ACT AS A MORAL
AGENT -- AS A FORCE FOR GOOD. MANY TIMES, THE PATH
FORWARD IS FULL OF OBSTACLES -- THE CHOICES WE CONFRONT
NEITHER BLACK NOR WHITE, IN A WORLD OF LESSER EVILS.
AND STILL, WE MUST CHOOSE. TO ADVANCE AMERICAN IDEALS
-- WE MUST ACT. //

NOWHERE ARE THE CHOICES MORE DIFFICULT THAN IN THE
PERSIAN GULF AND THE MIDDLE EAST. MANY OF YOU CAME TO
THIS COUNTRY FROM THIS REGION, LEAVING FRIENDS AND
FAMILY -- LEAVING A PART OF YOURSELVES BEHIND. FOR
YOU, THE SUFFERING AND TURMOIL IN THAT PART OF THE
WORLD IS NOT SIMPLY POLITICAL, BUT PERSONAL. / I
CANNOT SHARE YOUR PRIVATE ANGUISH, BUT I CAN SAY FROM
THE HEART, IT PAINS ME DEEPLY TO SEE THE MIDDLE EAST
-~ SACRED GROUND OF THREE GREAT FAITHS -- RIVEN BY
HATRED AND CONFLICT. // |



IN IRAQ, WE CONFRONTED A COUNTRY UNDER THE RULE OF
A MAN OF BRUTAL MEANS AND UNMITIGATED EVIL -- A MAN WHO
MADE WAR ON HIS OWN PEOPLE, MENACED HIS NEIGHBORS, AND
THREATENED THE WORLD’S PEACE.

I BELIEVED THEN -- AND I BELIEVE NOW -- THAT WHAT
WE AND OUR COALITION PARTNERS DID TO STAND UP AGAINST
SADDAM HUSSEIN'S AGGRESSION WAS RIGHT AND JUST. //

WHO CAN DOUBT THIS NOW -- KNOWING AS WE DO JUST HOW
CLOSE SADDAM HUSSEIN WAS TO POSSESSING NUCLEAR WEAPONS
AND THE MEANS TO DELIVER THEM AGAINST DEFENSELESS MEN,
WOMEN AND CHILDREN. //

WE FOUGHT NOT FOR NARROW INTEREST -- BUT FOR A
NOBLE IDEAL. WE FOUGHT TO LIBERATE A NATION, TO DEFEAT
AN AGGRESSOR WHO BROUGHT MISERY -- WHO BRINGS IT STILL
-- TO MANY MILLIONS OF INNOCENT PEOPLE. // I'VE SAID
OVER AND OVER AGAIN THAT WE HAVE NO QUARREL WITH THE
PEOPLE OF IRAQ -- BUT IRAQ WILL NOT REALIZE ITS
POTENTIAL AS A NATION SO LONG AS SADDAM STAYS IN POWER.
/1



AT EVERY POINT DURING THE GULF CONFLICT, I HELD OUT
HOPE THAT OUT OF THE HORRORS OF WAR MIGHT COME NEW
PROSPECTS FOR PEACE. THAT HOPE IS EVEN STRONGER NOW.
IN LEBANON, WE SEE THE FIRST TANGIBLE SIGNS OF
POLITICAL PROGRESS -- OF DOMESTIC RECONCILIATION AND
RESTORED ORDER -- AFTER A DECADE AND A HALF OF
NIGHTMARISH CIVIL WAR. THANKS TO THE TAIF ACCORD, A
TRULY SOVEREIGN LEBANON -- ONE FREE OF ALL ARMED
MILITIAS AND FOREIGN FORCES -- IS NO LONGER JUST A
‘DREAM.  //



JUST LAST WEEK, SECRETARY BAKER UNDERTOOK HIS FIFTH
MISSION TO THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE THE GULF WAR. HIS
PURPOSE: TO BRING ABOUT A PEACE CONFERENCE DESIGNED TO
LAUNCH DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ITS ARAB
NEIGHBORS. BUILDING ON THE POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM
SYRIA, WE HAVE GAINED THE AGREEMENT OF EGYPT, JORDAN,
LEBANON AND THE 6-STATE GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL TO
ATTEND A PEACE CONFERENCE, FACE TO FACE WITH ISRAEL. /
WE ALSO HAVE THE PUBLIC COMMITMENT OF SEVERAL ARAB
STATES -- INCLUDING EGYPT, JORDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA --
TO SUSPEND THE ECONOMIC BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL, IF ISRAEL
-SUSPENDS SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY IN THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES. 1IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS IN LEBANON, OUR
OBJECTIVE REMAINS A PEACE THAT IS FAIR TO ALL PARTIES -
- A PEACE THAT PROMOTES THE SECURITY OF OUR FRIENDS AND
TRUE STABILITY IN THE REGION. //



AT THE SAME TIME, ALL OF US MUST UNDERSTAND THE
CHALLENGES TO COME AND THE LIMITS TO WHAT WE CAN DO.
NO ONE -- NOT THIS PRESIDENT, NOT THE UNITED STATES,
NOT THE U.S.S.R. OR THE U.N. OR OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES --

NO ONE CAN IMPOSE A SOLUTION THAT THE PARTIES IN THE
MIDDLE EAST DO NOT WELCOME AND CANNOT LIVE WITH. //
BUT THE DIFFICULTIES MUST NEVER STAND IN OUR WAY. WE.
CAN AND WILL BE CATALYSTS FOR PEACE. ///

JUST AS THE CHRISTIANS OF ANTIOCH LED BY EXAMPLE
-- S0, TOO, WE WHO WOULD ASK OTHERS TO FOLLOW MUST
BEGIN BY ASKING MORE OF OURSELVES. AS PAUL WROTE TO
THE ROMANS, "LET US THEREFORE FOLLOW AFTER THE THINGS
WHICH MAKE FOR PEACE."™ //

ONCE AGAIN, MY THANKS TO YOU FOR THIS WARM WELCOME.
/  MAY GOD BLESS THIS CHURCH IN ALL ITS WORK -- AND MAY
GOD BLESS THIS GREAT NATION, THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.



Dan: pls insert to speech (page 4, para 2, add new para after
phrase "...face to face with Israel" and before what would become

another new para beginning "We also have the public
commitment..."

As a result, we know that the Israelis are studying our proposal
serious%gf We-aag}hopeéa% that they will respond favorably to

; istoric opportunity for peace and security. I know
the Palestinians are closely examining their choices; here too I
would ask only that they do everything possible to take advantage
of this unprecedented situation to attain their legitimate rights-——
and at the same time further the cause of peace.

7 with the above the text is up to date and cleared with
State.

Let me know if any problems. thanks. Richard H
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THROUGH TONY sNow /3 ‘/‘/ﬁl :
FROM: DAN MCGROARTY - [J)/i, g \/’(4

)
SUBJECT: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH CONVENTION ' M _
I. SUMMARY

IT.

)
On Thursday, July 25, at 11:00 a.m., you will speak.td7;$
the annual convention of the Antiochian Oorthodox Church in

Crystal City, Va. 1500 Arab Christians will be in the
audience.

DISCUSSTION

The church is celebrating 25(years under the leadership
of Archbishop Philip Saliba, also known as Metropolitan
Philip. A

The remarks (9 minutes, on teleprompter) discuss the
need for religious tolerance and the search for peace in the
Middle East.

NOTE: Language on Secretary Baker's Middle East

mission will be updated as necessary.



McGroarty/Simon
July 23, 1991
1:00 pm-
[ANTIOCH]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH .
- ANNUAL CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991
11:00 A.M.

Thanks,;all of you, for this warm-welcome. /[ Archbishop:
Saliba: it's my pleasure to see you again --*and'congratulatioﬁ;;fw&
to you, sir, on celebrating twenty-five years as the leader of:
this Church. // |

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that-
is home to  the ancient city that gives your church its name. .
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first-came into;uSE;f
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a-
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in Ameriéa:-
—-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much:-in-:
common. For many years now, I've beén blessed with the priyilegg*.
- to represent:this great country. Wherever I've gone -- on every™
continent, in every corner of the world -- I find people who have
tremendous admiration for America and all it stands for. Yes, .
part of it“gﬁows out of a fascination with our music and our-
movies, with the clothes we wear or the cars we drive -- but.what:
attracts people to America more than any material thing is an:

idea -- and that idea is freedon. !/
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that

American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and .

woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the.
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day ---America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. [/

They come.to our shores to.trade tyranny for tolerance. All.
faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of recognizing-the
‘limits of our own earth-bound understanding. Tolerance testifies
to the fact that we are human -- only human: that before God,
our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the ages,
is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / an ocean. //*

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at~
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power -of.
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not-
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples .
to the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, but nations. When .
America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in-
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a ﬁorld‘of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Persian
Gulf and the Middle East. Many of you came to this country from
this region, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that-
part of the world is not simply political, but-personal. /] I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground .of -
three great faiths -~ riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who made war on his

own people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's .

peace. S.t's

I believed then -- and I believd now -- that what we and our
e sta qu < -
- was r1ght and just. //

Who can doubt this now -- knowing as.we do just how close

Kl

coalition partners did

S8addam Hussein was to possessing nuclear weapons and the means to
deliver them against defenseless men, women and children. //
We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.

We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who

;EﬁJt. s oMi sl oV aﬂraﬁu»
innocent people. IW —-- will not

realize tﬁea: potentlal as a nation so long as Saddam stays in f{:téf

brought misery -- who brings it still -- to many mjillions oaﬂb'kﬂ“ﬂL

power. [/
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At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might comelnew prospects for
peace. That hope is even stronger now. In Lebanon, we see the
first tangible signs of political progress -- of domestic
reconciliation and restored order -- after a decade and a half of
nightmarish civil war. Thanks to the Taif Accord, a truly
sovereign Lebanon -- one free of:all ﬁrmed’militias and. foreign:..

uselirtool—

Just last week, ¥=semMt~Secretary Baker gv.his fifth mission

forces.--mis no longer just a dream. //

to the Middle East since the Gulf War. His purpose: to:bring
about a peace conference designed to launch direct negotiations
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. Building on the positive
response from Syria, Seereeary-S::;r-hhs'éained the- agreement:-of-
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the 6-state Gulf Cooperation Council
to attend a peace conference, face to face with Israel. / We.
also have the public commitment of several Arab states —--
including Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia -- to suspend the
economic boycott of Israel, if Israel suspends settlement
activity in the occupied territories. In the Middle East as in-
Lebanon, our objective remains a peace that is fair to all |
parties -- a peace that promotes the security of our friends and
true stability in the region. //

At the same time, all of us must understand the challenges
to come and the limits to what we can do. No ome -- not this
President, not the United States, not the USSR or the UN or our

European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the parties
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in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with. // But
the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and will be-.
catalysts for peace. ///

"Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we. who would ask others to follow must: begin by asking more . of™
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for-peace." ™ // |

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / Maf
God bless this Church in all its work —- and may God bless . this-
great nation, the United States of America.

Foo#e fe
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

o
THROUGH : TONY SNOW ~/<
FROM: DAN MCGROARTY ng
SUBJECT: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH CONVENTION
I. SUMMARY

II.

On Thursday, July 25, at 11:00 a.m., you will speak to
the annual convention of the Antiochian Orthodox Church in
Crystal City, Va. 1500 Arab Christians will be in the
audience.

DISCUSSION

The church is celebrating 25 years under the leadership
of Archbishop Philip Saliba, also known as Metropolitan
Philip.

The remarks (9 minutes, on teleprompter) discuss the
need for religious tolerance and the search for peace in the
Middle East.

NOTE: Language on Secretary Baker's Middle East
mission will be updated as necessary.
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McGroarty/Simon
July 23, 1991
1:00 pm
[ANTIOCH]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
- ANNUAL CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991.
11:00 A.M.

Thanks, all of-you, for this warm welcome. / Archbishé'
gsaliba: it's my pleasure to see you again ---and congratulatiahsiiﬁi‘
to you, sir, on'celebrating twenty-five years as.the leader:ofﬁy?
this Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation-that:

is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name. .
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came intoiaéésfiﬁ
---a.city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around"a:-¢i£'
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The |
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in Amerié;

-- is testimony that the spirit of ‘Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have muchfin:;
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the priviléég
to representithis great country. Wherever I've gone --won“evef§;
continent; in every corner of the world --:I find people who:haéex
tremendous admiration for America and all it stands for. Yes,.‘
part of it grows out of a fascination with our music and our-
movies, with the clotheé we wéar or the cars we drive -- but-what-
attracts people to America more than any material thing is an-

idea ---and that idea is.freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -~ that a central part of that
American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and
woman to. worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at -Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. All
faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of recognizing the
limits of our own earth-bound understanding. Tolerance testifies
to the fact that we are human -- only human: that before God,
our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the ages,.
is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / an ocean. [/

- Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at-.
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of -
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to. the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, but nations. When
America acts in the wprld, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideal; -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Persian:
Gulf'and the Middle East. Many of you came to this country from
this region, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of-
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that-
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. / 1I-
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground. of.
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of.
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who made war on his.
own people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the worild's
peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now -- that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

Who can doubt this now -- knowing as we do just how close
Saddam Hussein was to possessing nuclear weapons and the means to -
deliver them against defenseless men, women and children. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery -- who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. i// Iraq -- and the Iragi people -- will not -
realize their potential as a nation so long as Saddam stays in

power. [/
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At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope is even stronger now. In Lebanon, we see the
first tangible signs of political progress -- of domestic
reconciliation and restored order -- after a decade and a half of
nightmarish civil war. Thanks to the Taif Accord, a truly
sovereign Lebanon -- one free of all armed militias and foreign
forces -- is no longer just a dream. [/

Just last week, I sent Secretary Baker on his fifth mission
to the Middle East since the Gulf War. His purpose: to bring
about a peace conference designed to launch direct negotiations
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. Building on the positive
response from Syria, Secretary Baker has gained the agreement of
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the 6-state Gulf Cooperation Council
to attend a peace conference, face to face with Israel. / We
also have the public commitment of several Arab states --
including Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia -- to suspend the
economic boycott of Israel, if Israel suspends settlement
activity in the occupied territories. 1In the Middle East as in
Lebanon, our objective remains, a peace that is fair to all

o £r 8l Ol Qopiits 5 s gt v
parties a peace tha/npzovades-true stability4in the‘region.
/1

At the same time, all of us must understand the challenges
to come and the limits to what we can do. No one -- not this

President, not the United States, not the USSR or the UN or our

European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the parties
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in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with. // But
the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and will be -
catalysts-for peace. [///

‘Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more:of..
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us. therefore follow.
after the things which make for peace."" [/

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work =-- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.

#oo# #-



ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH ANNUAL CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA

JULY 25, 1991

11:00 A.M.

THANKS, ALL OF YOU, FOR THIS WARM WELCOME. /
ARCHBISHOP SALIBA: 1IT'S MY PLEASURE TO SEE YOU AGAIN
-- AND CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU, SIR, ON CELEBRATING
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AS THE LEADER OF THIS CHURCH. //

JUST THREE DAYS AGO, I RETURNED FROM TURKEY, THE
NATION THAT IS HOME TO THE ANCIENT CITY THAT GIVES YOUR
CHURCH ITS NAME. ANCIENT ANTIOCH IS WHERE THE NAME
. "CHRISTIAN" FIRST CAME INTO USE -- A CITY WHERE A
TRADITION OF TOLERANCE TOOK SHAPE AROUND A FAITH THAT
WOULD ONE DAY LIGHT THE LIVES OF MILLIONS. THE
STRENGTH OF YOUR FAITH -- AND THE WELCOME IT HAS FOUND
IN AMERICA -- IS TESTIMONY THAT THE SPIRIT OF ANTIOCH
LIVES TODAY. //



THE SPIRIT OF ANTIOCH AND THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA
HAVE MUCH IN COMMON. FOR MANY YEARS NOW, I'VE BEEN
BLESSED WITH THE PRIVILEGE TO REPRESENT THIS GREAT
COUNTRY. WHEREVER I'VE GONE -- ON EVERY CONTINENT, IN-
EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD -- I FIND PEOPLE WHO HAVE
TREMENDOUS ADMIRATION FOR AMERICA AND ALL IT STANDS
FOR. YES, PART OF IT GROWS OUT OF A FASCINATION WITH
OUR MUSIC AND OUR MOVIES, WITH THE CLOTHES WE WEAR OR
THE CARS WE DRIVE -- BUT WHAT ATTRACTS PEOPLE TO
AMERICA MORE THAN ANY MATERIAL THING IS AN IDEA -- AND
THAT IDEA IS FREEDOM. //

WE MUST REMEMBER -- ESPECIALLY IN THIS, THE
BICENTENNIAL YEAR OF OUR BILL OF RIGHTS -- THAT A
CENTRAL PART OF THAT AMERICAN IDEA IS FREEDOM OF FAITH:
THE RIGHT OF EVERY MAN AND WOMAN TO WORSHIP, TO WITNESS
GOD, AS THEY SEE FIT. // FROM THE SETTLERS AND
SEEKERS WHO LANDED AT PLYMOUTH ROCK -- TO THE PILGRIMS
OF OUR OWN DAY -- AMERICA HAS LONG BEEN A SAFE HAVEN, A
WELCOME REFUGE FROM PERSECUTION. //




THEY COME TO OUR SHORES TO TRADE TYRANNY FOR
TOLERANCE. ALL FAITHS ARE WELCOME HERE. TOLERANCE IS
OUR WAY OF RECOGNIZING THE LIMITS OF OUR OWN EARTH-
BOUND UNDERSTANDING. TOLERANCE TESTIFIES TO THE FACT
THAT WE ARE HUMAN -- ONLY HUMAN: THAT BEFORE GOD, OUR
VAST KNOWLEDGE, ALL OUR SCIENCE, ALL THE WISDOM OF THE
AGES, IS A SINGLE DROP OF WATER -- AND OUR IGNORANCE. /
AN OCEAN. //

FAITH HAS A POWER OF ITS OWN. AS IN THE EARLIEST
DAYS AT ANTIOCH, THE MEANS OF MOVING MEN REMAINS THE
SAME: THE POWER OF EXAMPLE, OF LIFE LIVED IN HARMONY
WITH AN IDEAL.

THE IMAGE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD WAS PRESENT IN
PETER'S MIND WHEN HE WROTE: "TEND THE FLOCK OF GOD
THAT IS YOUR CHARGE, NOT BY CONSTRAINT BUT WILLINGLY,
NOT FOR SHAMEFUL GAIN BUT EAGERLY, NOT AS DOMINEERING
OVER THOSE IN YOUR CHARGE, BUT BEING EXAMPLES TO THE
FLOCK. "



THE SAME ETHIC GOVERNS NOT SIMPLY MEN, BUT NATIONS.
wHEN AMERICA ACTS IN THE WORLD, WE MUST ACT AS A MORAL.
AGENT -- AS A FORCE FOR GOOD. MANY TIMES, THE PATH
FORWARD IS FULL OF OBSTACLES -- THE CHOICES WE. CONFRONT
NEITHER BLACK NOR WHITE, IN A WORLD OF LESSER EVILS.

AND STILL, WE MUST CHOOSE. TO ADVANCE AMERICAN IDEALS
-~ WE MUST ACT. //

NOWHERE ARE THE CHOICES MORE DIFFICULT THAN IN THE
PERSIAN GULF AND THE MIDDLE EAST. MANY OF YOU CAME TO
THIS COUNTRY FROM THIS REGION, LEAVING FRIENDS AND
FAMILY -- LEAVING .A PART OF YOURSELVES BEHIND. FOR
YOU, THE SUFFERING AND TURMOIL IN THAT PART OF THE
WORLD IS NOT SIMPLY POLITICAL, BUT PERSONAL. / I
CANNOT SHARE YOUR PRIVATE ANGUISH, BUT I CAN SAY FROM
THE HEART, IT PAINS. ME DEEPLY TO SEE: THE MIDDLE EAST
-~ SACRED GROUND OF THREE GREAT FAITHS -- RIVEN BY
HATRED AND CONFLICT. //



IN IRAQ, WE CONFRONTED A COUNTRY UNDER THE RULE OF
A MAN OF BRUTAL MEANS AND UNMITIGATED EVIL -- A MAN WHO
MADE WAR ON HIS OWN PEOPLE, MENACED HIS NEIGHBORS, AND
THREATENED THE WORLD'S PEACE.

I BELIEVED THEN -- AND I BELIEVE NOW -- THAT WHAT
WE AND OUR COALITION PARTNERS DID TO STAND UP AGAINST
SADDAM HUSSEIN'S AGGRESSION WAS RIGHT AND JUST. //

WHO CAN DOUBT THIS NOW -- KNOWING AS WE DO JUST HOW-
CLOSE SADDAM HUSSEIN WAS TO POSSESSING NUCLEAR WEAPONS
AND THE MEANS TO DELIVER THEM AGAINST DEFENSELESS MEN,
WOMEN AND CHILDREN. //

WE 'FOUGHT NOT FOR NARROW INTEREST -- BUT FOR A
NOBLE IDEAL. WE FOUGHT TO LIBERATE A NATION, TO DEFEAT
AN AGGRESSOR WHO BROUGHT MISERY -- WHO BRINGS IT STILL
---TO MANY MILLIONS OF INNOCENT PEOPLE. // 1I'VE SAID
OVER AND OVER AGAIN THAT WE HAVE NO QUARREL WITH THE
PEOPLE OF IRAQ -- BUT IRAQ WILL NOT REALIZE ITS
POTENTIAL AS A NATION SO LONG AS SADDAM STAYS IN POWER.
/1



AT EVERY POINT DURING THE GULF CONFLICT, I HELD OUT
HOPE THAT OUT OF THE HORRORS OF WAR MIGHT COME NEW
PROSPECTS FOR PEACE. THAT HOPE IS EVEN STRONGER NOW.
IN LEBANON, WE SEE THE FIRST TANGIBLE SIGNS OF
POLITICAL PROGRESS -- OF DOMESTIC RECONCILIATION AND
RESTORED ORDER -- AFTER A DECADE AND A HALF OF
NIGHTMARISH CIVIL WAR. THANKS TO THE TAIF ACCORD, A
TRULY SOVEREIGN LEBANON -- ONE FREE OF ALL ARMED
MILITIAS AND FOREIGN FORCES -- IS NO LONGER JUST A
DREAM. //



JUST LAST WEEK, SECRETARY BAKER UNDERTOOK HIS FIFTH
MISSION TO THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE THE GULF WAR. HIS
PURPOSE: TO BRING ABOUT A PEACE CONFERENCE DESIGNED TO
LAUNCH DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ITS ARAB
NEIGHBORS. BUILDING ON THE POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM
SYRIA, WE HAVE GAINED THE AGREEMENT OF EGYPT, JORDAN,
LEBANON AND THE 6-STATE GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL TO
ATTEND A PEACE CONFERENCE, FACE TO FACE WITH ISRAEL. /
WE ALSO HAVE THE PUBLIC COMMITMENT OF SEVERAL ARAB
STATES -- INCLUDING EGYPT, JORDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA --
TO SUSPEND THE ECONOMIC BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL, IF ISRAEL
SUSPENDS SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY IN THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES. IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS IN LEBANON, OUR
OBJECTIVE REMAINS A PEACE THAT IS FAIR TO ALL PARTIES -
- A PEACE THAT PROMOTES THE SECURITY OF OUR FRIENDS AND
TRUE STABILITY IN THE REGION. //



AT THE SAME TIME, ALL OF US MUST UNDERSTAND THE
tHALLENGES TO COME AND THE LIMITS TO WHAT WE CAN DO.
NO ONE. -- NOT THIS PRESIDENT, NOT THE UNITED STATES,
NOT THE U.S.S.R. OR THE U.N. OR OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES --

NO ONE CAN IMPOSE A SOLUTION THAT THE PARTIES IN THE
MIDDLE EAST DO NOT WELCOME AND CANNOT LIVE WITH. //
BUT THE DIFFICULTIES MUST NEVER STAND IN OUR WAY. WE-
CAN AND WILL BE CATALYSTS FOR PEACE. ///

JUST AS THE CHRISTIANS OF ANTIOCH LED BY EXAMPLE
-- S0, TOO, WE WHO WOULD ASK OTHERS TO FOLLOW MUST
BEGIN BY ASKING MORE OF OURSELVES. AS PAUL WROTE TO
THE ROMANS, "LET US THEREFORE FOLLOW AFTER THE -THINGS
WHICH MAKE FOR PEACE." //

ONCE AGAIN, MY THANKS TO YOU FOR THIS WARM WELCOME.
/  MAY GOD BLESS THIS CHURCH IN ALL ITS WORK -- AND MAY
GOD BLESS THIS GREAT NATION, THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. |
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(Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Archbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty-five years as the leader of this- Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to repreéent this great country. Wherever I've gone -- from
Turkey to [xxx] -- I find people who have tremendous admiration

~—for American and all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America
more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is

freedom. //



o
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that
American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and
woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores té trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing the limits of our own earth-bound understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human: .
that our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of'ﬁater -- and our ignorance / a sea. //

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock." ‘

The same ethic governs‘not simply men, gut nations. When
America acts in the world, yé'must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we éonfront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, w

e must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. ]/ 1&

rskm Gulf and

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the'Middle

*ifst.. Many of you came to this country from nations in <she=
{S reauon _
t, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of

yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that

part of the world is not simply political, but personal. /] I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths ~-- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of

brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who harmed his own

people, menaced his neighbors, and threétened the world's peace.
I believed then -- and I believe now -- that what we and our

coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. ~"//

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.

We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery =--who brings it still - 1111 f
_ ing 1 to many m11110ns1%£ LDOMf?
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At eve.y point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope that out
of the horrors of war might come new prospects for peace. That
hope is éVén stronger now. In Lebanon, we are seeing the first
tangible signs of political progress, of domestic reconciliation
and restored order, after a decade and a half of nightmarish
civil war. Thanks to the Taif Accord, a truly sovereign Lebanon,
one free of all foreign forces, is no longer just a dream.
N andiad el fios +
And just last week, I sent Secretary Baker on his fifth mission
to the Middle East since the Gulf war. His purpose--to bring
about a peace conference designed to launch direct negotiations
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. Building on a positive
response to our initiative from Syria, Secretary Baker has gained
the agreement of Egypt, Jordanf banon, Syria and the 6-state
Gulf Cooperation Council to attend a peace conference, face to
face with Israel. We also hay Q&Qe public commitment of several
Arab states, including Egyptfag ~Saudi Arabia, to suspend the
economic boycott of Israel if Israel suspends settlement activity ° 1LATb
in the Occupied Territories. 1In the Middle East as in Lebanon, a feroe 10
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/7 At M cane Time, .
A’ll of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No

one -- not this President, not the United States, not the'UN or

// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and

will be catalysts for peace. ///

ourselves. As paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." // '

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May

great nation, the United States of America.

£ ##
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm.‘lzz, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., MONDAY, JULY 22, with a copy to this office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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[Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Archbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you agaiﬁ -= and congraﬁulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty-five years as the leﬁder of this- Church. //

Juét three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-=- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives tbday. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country. Wherever I've gone =-- frbm
Turkey to [xxx] -- I find peéple who have tremendous admiration

— for Aﬁeric and all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fasciﬁation with our music and our movies, with the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America

more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is
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,
We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial

year of our Bill of Righté -- that a central part of that

-American idea is freedom of fajth: 'the right of every man and

woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the

settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the

pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a

welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, all faiths are welcéme here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing tﬁe limits of our own earth-bound understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human:.
that bur vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a s1ng1e drop of water ~- and our ignorance / a—sea l/

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of movihg men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrpte: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shaméfui gain but eagerly,
not as domineefing over those iniyour charge, but being exanmples
to the flockc"

The same ethic governs not simply men, but pations. When
America acts in the wofld, we must act as a.moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles ~- the ghoices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, We must chooge. To advance

American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
East. Many of you came to this country from nations in the

Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of a,;ﬁ“j
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in Eggzdfﬁfagiiifézu
part of the world is not simply political, but personal?”/ I 7
cannot share-youf private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //
In Iraqg, we confronted a country under the rule of a mah of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who!gﬁﬁféﬁfﬁzgvﬁzﬁ
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.
I believed then -- and I believe now --' that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just., //
We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noblé ideal.

We fought to liberate a_nation, to defeat an aggressor who

- brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of

innocent people. //

At every point‘during the Gulf conflict, I held out hop
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope remains strong now.. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his fifth mission to the Middle Eas
-=- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region'at a peace‘conference. I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
/1 |
All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or
our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the

parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.

// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and

will be catalysts for peace. ///
Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of

ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow

after the things which make for peace." //
_Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.
¥ £ ¥
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Thanks, all of you, for this warm welcome. / Archbishop
Saliba: it's my pleasure to see you again -- and congratulations
to you, sir, on celebrating twenty-five years as the leader of
this Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the ﬁame "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
"strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country. Wherever I've gone -- on every
continent, in every corner of the world -- I find people who have
tremendous admiration for America and all it stands for. Yes,
part of it grows out of a fascination with our music and our
movies, with the clothes we wear or the cars we drive -- but what
attracts people to America more than any material thing is an

idea -- and that idea is freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that

American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and

woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. All
faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of recognizing the
limits of our own earth-bound understanding. Tolerance testifies
to fhe fact that we are human -- only human: that before God,
our vast knowledge, all our science, ;11 the wisdom of the ages,
is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / an ocean. [/

‘Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

' The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, but nations. When
America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles ~- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Persian
Gulf and the Middle East. Many of you came to this country from
this region, leaving friends and family =-- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. [/ I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraqg, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who made war on his
own people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the wofld's
peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now =-- that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

Who can doubt this now -- knowing as we do just how close
Saddam Hussein was to possgssing nﬁclear weapons and the means to

deliver them against defenseless men, women and children. //

We fought not for narrow interést -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nationﬂ to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery -- who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. // Iraq -- and the Iraqi people -- will not
' realize their potential as a nation so long as Saddam stays in

power. [/
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At every point during the Gulf conflict, I héld out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope is even stronger now. In Lebanon, we see the
first tangible signs of political progress -- of domestic
reconciliation and restored order -- after a decade and a half of
nightmarish civil war. Thanks to the Taif Accord, a truly
sovereign Lebanon -- one free of all armed militias and foreign
forces -- is no longer just a dream. [/

Just last week, I sent Secretary Baker on his fifth mission
to the Middle East since the Gulf War. His purpose: to bring
about a peace conference designed to launch direct negotiations
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. Building on the positive
response from Syria, Secretary Baker has gained the agreement of
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the 6-state Gulf Cooperation Council
to attend a peace conference, face to face with Israel. [/ We
also have the public commitment of several Arab states --
including Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia -- to suspend the
economic boycott of Israel, if Israel suspends settlement
activity in the occupied territories. 1In the Middle East as in
Lebanon, our objective remains a peace that is fair to all
vparties -- a peace that provides true stability in the region.
//

At the same time, all of us must understand the challenges
to come and the limits to what we can do. No one -- not this
President, not the United States, not the USSR or the UN or our

European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the parties



5
in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with. // But
the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and will be
catalysts for peace. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." //

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.

P o##
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{¥ntroductory acknowledgements:j Thanks, all of you, for

this warm welcome. / Archbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty-five years as the leader of this: Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country. Wherever I've gone -- from
Turkey to [xxx] -- I find people who have tremendous admiration
for Americanpgnd all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America
more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that
American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and
woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock =-- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has léng been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, ali faiths‘are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing the limits of our own earth-bound understanding. |
- Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human:.

hﬁgutéwd(ﬁﬁ : . . _
thatpour vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the

- : i an eQedN
ages, is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / a-seai//

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the ﬁeans of moving men remains the same: the power of
exam ie, of life lived in harmony with an ideal. |

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being éxamples
to the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, gut nations. When
America acts in the world, we must act as a moral aéent -- as a

force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance

American ideals -- we must act. //
Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
East. Many of you came to this country from nations in the
Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of CD€>
v// yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turm011.ji?;gxﬁaJﬂgg?ambuo
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. [/ I aluﬁﬁﬁ
cannot sharg your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,

it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of

three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

v// In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
el OB Wptn (D)
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who/harmed”’his own

people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.
I believed then -- and I believe now -- that what we and our

coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
" brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. //
Vfﬁﬁ%&é Uﬁ gxylt every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
1ﬁ\ that out o;_the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope remains strong now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Sy;ia -- his fifth mission to the Middle East
-- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace conferenée; I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.

"/

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No

one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or

. our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the

parties in the Middle ﬁast do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can énd
will be catalysts for peac;. /1/

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by examble -- SO, too,'
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." [/

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm weicome. / _May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ANNUAL CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991
11:00 A.M.

[Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Archbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty-five years as the leader of this Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country. Wherever I've gone -- from
Turkey to [xxx] -- I find people who have tremendous admiration
for America_ and all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America
more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that

American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and

woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //
They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in tioch, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
e

ecognizing the 11m1ts of our own earth- bound understanding.
NOAM ( A 7T )
_gunl\-u. A"" "uA

tes to the fact that we are human -- only human:
thatuxgulvast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of th
ages, is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / gflszi&§§>

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, but nations. When
America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. //
Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
East. Many of you came to this country from nations in the
Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of

yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that

part of the world is not simply political, but personalff' -'éﬁgﬁqﬂ
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,/f
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country uhder the ruiz/of a man of

o o nnad Eyﬁlﬁlwa\ A4

brutal means and unmitigated evil a man who his own -/M%Q
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened Ehe‘World's peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now -- that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. //

J L) X %Lé .

At every point duri thé Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope remains strong now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his fifth mission to the Middle East
-- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its

neighbors in the region at a peace conference. I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the sameltable.
/1

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or
our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and
will be catalysts for peace. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by_example - so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefdre follow
after the things which make for peace." //

Once again, my thanks.to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ANNUAL CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991
11:00 A.M.

[Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Archbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebratihg
twenty-five years as the leader of this Church. //

/gé&%; 7 Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation thaf

is © to the ancient city that gives your church its name. !

M

#ca city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. [/

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country. Wherever I've gone —-- from

Turkey to [xxx] -- I find people who have tremendous admiration

. for America@Dand all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of

a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we

wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America
more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is
freedom.
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/ We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that

American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and

woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. [/

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. -As—

\
/MpﬁT”' i Antidch;—ald—faiths—-are-wel€offe~here. Tolerance is our way of

cyﬂﬁ”ﬂ

(éﬂypﬂ;> Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human:

recognizing the limits of our own earth-bound understanding.

that our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / a sea. [/

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
whén he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock."

The same ethic gdverns not simply men, gut nations. When
America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
East. Many of you came to this country from nations in the
Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. /] I
cannot share your private énguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. !/

In Iraqg, we confronted a country under the,rule of a man of ,f

l

brutal means and unmltlgated evil -- a man whdA%A;med hls wn <an;wu}
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now --'that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent peéple. //

At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospecté for
peace. That hope remains strong now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his fifth mission to the Middle East
-— to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace conference. T continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
//

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or
our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and
will be catalysts for peace. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." [/

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this

great nation, the United States of America.

# # #
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[Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Archbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty-five years as the leader of this Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that -
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country. Wherever I've gone -- from
Turkey to [xxxX] -- I find people who have tremendous admiration
for American and all it stands for. VYes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America
more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that
American idea is freedom of faith: the fight of every man and
woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recognizing the limits of our own earth-bound understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human:
that our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of water -- and our ignorance / a sea. //

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for. shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, sut nations. When
America acts in the world, ﬁe must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for\good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
East. Many of you came to this country from nations in the
Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. / I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who harmed his own
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now --"that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. //

At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope remains strong now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his fifth mission to the Middle East
-= to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace cdnference; I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
//

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or
our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and
will be catalysts for peace. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." //

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.

# # #
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WASHINGTON

July 21, 1991
MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A%¥
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Antiochian Orthodox

Christian Church

We have reviewed the attached draft remarks and have no
comments from a policy standpoint. We approve the draft in its
current form.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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DATE:_7/19/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:_"ONDAY / 7/22/9 pm

SUBJECT: _PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 m/ MCCLURE Q/ 0
SUNUNU o o PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT v O PORTER =g/ “
DARMAN p/ o ROGICH v’ O
BRADY a m/ SMITH Q/ m]
BROMLEY o 0o UNTERMEYER O O
CARD - [/ ROGERS -
DEMAREST p/ O SNOW O
FITZWATER O / O |
GRAY / O O O
HOLIDAY / O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., MONDAY, JULY 22, with a copy to this offlce
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
. ANNUAL CONVENTION ‘
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991
11:00 A.M.

[Iﬁtroductory acknowledgements. ] Thanks,’all of you, for
this warm welcome. [/ Afchbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again.-- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating‘
twenty-five years as the leader of this:-Church. // |

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city thét giVes your church its ﬁame.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
stfength'of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
---is testimony that the spirit of Antioch liQeS_today. ]/

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much'in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent this great country;' Wherever I've gone -- from
Turkey to fikx] -- I find people who have tremendous admiration'
for American and all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we
wear 6r the cars wé drive -- buﬁ what attracts people to America
more than any material_thing is an idea - and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that

American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and

woman to worship, to wifness God, as they see fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. // |

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing the limits of our own earth-bound understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human: .
that our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of @ater - ahd our ignorance‘/ a sea. [/

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of lifé lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly; not for shameful gain but eaéerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock."

The s;me ethic governs not simply men, gut nations. Whén
America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in



[}

3 .

a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance -
American ideals -- we must act. // '

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Miadle
East.v Many of you came to thistcountry'from nations in the’
Middle East, leaving friends and fanily - learing a part of
yourselves behind. . For you, the sufferlng and turmoil in that
part of the: world is not simply polltlcal but personal. / I
cannot share your private angulsh but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. l/

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmltlgated evil -- a man who harmed his own
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.(

| I believed then -- and I believe now --'that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
'brought misery -—who bringslit still -~ to many millions of
innocent people. [/

At eVery point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out o§5the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That“hope remains strong.nowr Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his_fifth mission to the Middle East
-- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace‘conference; I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
/1 |

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or
: ouf European allies -- no one can impose a solutioh that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
/) But the difficulties must never stand in our way. Wé can and
will be catalysts for peace. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would.ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourseives. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us_therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." [/ |

Once agaih, my thénks to you for this warm welcome. /' May
God bless this Church in ali its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America.

# # #
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DATE:__7/19/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: | ONDAY , 7/22/91 2:00 pm

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE O
SUNUNU o o PETERSMEYER 2/ =
SCOWCROFT ({ O PORTER p/ O
DARMAN u/ O ROGICH v’ O
BRADY O [/ SMITH E/ O
BROMLEY o UNTERMEYER 0 0
CARD - [/ ROGERS -
DEMAREST / O SNOW O
FITZZWATER 0 / O O
GRAY | / a o |
HOLIDAY o ”/ O O a

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., MONDAY, JULY 22, with a copy to this office.
Thank you. '

RESPONSE:

See comments., Thanks.

7~
Elizabeth Luttig<;k~
07/22/91 PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ANNUAL CONVENTION -
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991
11:00 A.M.

[Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Afchbiéhop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebratinq.
twenty~-five years as the léader of this: Church. //

Just three days_ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the.anciént city that gives your chufch its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first;came into use
fF a city where-a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strengfh of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
-= is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. 7a

A The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of Amefica‘have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the ﬁrivilege
to r;present this great country. Wherever I've éone -- from
Tﬁrkey to'fixx] -- I find people who. have tremendous admiration
for Américan and all it stands for. VYes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and our movies, with‘the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but wﬁaf attfacts people to America
more than any material'thing is an idea -- and that idea is

‘freedom.ﬂ l/
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicenténnial
year of our'Bill_of Rights -- that a central part of that
Americén idea is freedom of.faith: the right of every man and
woman to worship, to witness God, as they'see f£it. // from the'
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refugevfrom persecution. // _

They come to our snores to trade tyranny for tolerénce. As
in Antioch, all faiths.are'welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing the limits of nur own'eartn-boung understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human:.
that our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of nater -- and our ignorance / a sea. //

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest déys at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when hé wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not fof shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock."

The samé ethic governs not simply men, nut nations. When
America acts in the_world, we‘must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many.times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance
American ideals -- we must act. // Bonsien G and) Cﬁkiﬂ
Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in theAyiddle
Eaak ' \
East. Many of you came to this country from nations in-&#e>ﬁh3r$?0n65ﬁ“>
Middie=Eest, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. / I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //
In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who harmed his own
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.
I believed then -- and I believe now -- that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //
We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. //
At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. That hope remains strong now. Just last week, sent
on his hlh Mission 10 fuaia.ﬁnufu Qd&uMz(ghu%

Secretary Baker |te—Syria/-- hi
£ SyeF —]

-- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace conference. I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
/1 | - | |
All of us must understand the limits to what.we ¢an,do. Nq '

one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or

. our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the

parties in thé Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand ih our way. We can and
will be catalysts for péaé;. /1/

Just as the Christiané of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselvés; As.Péui wrofe to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which maké for peace." //.

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of America. |

# # #
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[Intrdductory acknowledgeménts.] Thanks, all of you, for-
this warm welcome5 / 'Afchbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating.k‘
twehty-five yéars as the leader of this: Church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Tufkey, the nation that
is home to the ancient city that gives your church its name.
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took.shape aroﬁnd a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America .
-- is testimony that the spirit of Antioch lives today. // |

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been biesééd with the privilege
to represént this great cqunfry.» Wherever I've gone -- from
Turkey to [kxx] -- I find people th have tremendous admiration
for American and all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fascination with our music and oﬁr movies, with the clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America
more than any material thing is an idea - and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights =-- that a central part of that
American idea is freedom of faith£ the right of every man and
woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // From thet
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymoufh Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
. welcome reﬁuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing the limits of our own ‘earth-bound understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human.-->on1y human: -
that our vast knowledge, all ourvscience, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of nater -- and our ignorance / a sea. [/

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch; the means of moving men remains the same: the-power'of
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal;

The image of the Good Shephefd was nresent in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock.of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as donineering over those in your charge, but bging examples
to the flock."

The same ethic governs not simply men, nut nations. When
.America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

. obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor'white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we must choose. To advance

American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle

.East. Many of you came to this country from nations in the

Middle East, leaving friends and family -~ leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. / I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who harmed his own
people, mehaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now --' that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who

brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of

‘innocent people. //

At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horfors of war might comé new prospects for
peace. That hope remains strong now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his fifth mission to the Middle East
-- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace conference; I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
//

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
one -- not this President, not the United States, not the UN or
. our European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and
will be catalysts for peac;. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by example -- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." [/

‘Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this

great nation, the United States of America.

# # #
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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[Introductory acknowledgemeﬁts.] Thanks, all of you, for
this warm welcome. / Afchbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see jou again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty~-five years as the leader df this: church. //

Just three days ago, I returned from Turkey, the nation tﬁat
is home to the éncient city that gives your church its name.
Aﬁcient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America :
-- is testimony that the spirit of AntiochvliVes today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. Fér many years now, I've been blessed.wiﬁh the privilege
to represent this great country. Whe:ever I've gone -- ffom
Turkey to fikx]'-- I find people who have tremendous admiration
for American and all it stands for; .Yes, part of it grows out of

a fascination with our music and our movies, with the clothes we

- wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America

more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remember -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that

American idea is freedom of faith: the right of every man and

woman to worship, to witness God, as they see fit. // Fronm the
settlers and seekers who>landed at Plymoﬁth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from persecution. //

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As
in Antioch, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recogniéing the limits of our own earth-bouhg understanding.
Tolerance testifies to the.fact that we are human -- only human:,
that our vast knowledge, all-our science, all the wisdom of the
~ages, is a single drop of‘ﬁater -- and our ignorance / a sea. //

Faith has a power of its owﬁ{ As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the.samé: the power of
example, of life lived in harmohy with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shépherd was present in Peter's mind
when-hé wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge, but being examples
to the flock." | |

The same ethic governs not simply men, £ut nations. When
America acfs in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
forée for good. Many times, the path forward is full of

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world of lesser evils. And still, we muét choose. To advance -

American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
BEast. Many of you came to this country from nations in the
Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffering and turmoil in that
part of the world is not simply political, but personal. / I
cannot share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

‘ In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who harmed his own
people, menaced his neighbors, and threatened the world's peace.

I believed then -~ and I believe now -- that what we and our
coalition parthers did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest ~-= but for a noble ideal.
We fought to liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
- brought misery.--who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. //

At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that oﬁt of the horrors of war might come new prospects for
peace. Th&t-hope remains strong now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -~ his fifth mission to the Middle East
-- to explore signs that that nation was ready to join its
neighbors in the region at a peace conference; I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
/1 |

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do. No
. one -- not this President, not the United States; not the UN or
. 6ur European allies -- no one can impose a solution that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties»must never stand in our wéy. We can and
will be catalysts for peac;. /l/

Just as the Christians-of Antioch led by exaﬁple -=- so, too,
we who would ask others to follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." [/

Once again, my thanks to you for thls warm welcome. / May
God bless this Church in a11 its work =-- and may God bless this
great nation, the United States of Amerlca.

¥ o# #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
- ANNUAL. CONVENTION
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA
JULY 25, 1991 .
11:00 A.M. '

[Introductory acknowledgements.] Thanks, all of YOu, for
this warm welcome. / Aréhbishop Saliba: it's my pleasure to
see you again -- and congratulations to you, sir, on celebrating
twenty-five years as the leader of this Church. //

Just three days ago, I feturned from Turkey, the nation that
is home to the_ancient city that gives your church its néme..
Ancient Antioch is where the name "Christian" first came into use
-- a city where .a tradition of tolerance took shape around a
faith that would one day light the lives of millions. The
strength of your faith -- and the welcome it has found in America
— is testimony that the spirit of Antioch'l;ves today. //

The spirit of Antioch and the spirit of America have much in
common. For many years now, I've been blessed with the privilege
to represent ;his great country. Wherever I've goné --'from
Turkey to-fixx] -1 findApeople who have tremendous admiration
for Amefican and all it stands for. Yes, part of it grows out of
a fascination‘with our music and our movies, with tbe clothes we
wear or the cars we drive -- but what attracts people to America

more than any material thing is an idea -- and that idea is

freedom. //
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We must remembef -- especially in this, the Bicentennial
year of our Bill of Rights -- that a central part of that
American idéa is freedom 6f faith: the_right of every man and
woman to worship, to.witness God, as they seé fit. // From the
settlers and seekers who landed at Plymouth Rock -- to the
pilgrims of our own day -- America has long been a safe haven, a
welcome refuge from'pérsecution; .// |

They come to our shores to trade tyranny for tolerance. As_
in Antiocn, all faiths are welcome here. Tolerance is our way of
recognizing the limits of our own earfh-boung understanding.
~Tolerance testifies to the fact that we are human -- only human:
that our vast knowledge, all our science, all the wisdom of the
ages, is a single drop of water --'nnd our ignorance / a sea. [/

Faith has a power of its own. As in the earliest days at
Antioch, the means of moving men remains the same: the power nf
example, of life lived in harmony with an ideal.

The image of the Good Shepherd was present in Peter's mind
when he wrote: "Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not
by éonstraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly,
not as dominee:ing over those in your charge, but being examples
'to the floc;f"

- The same ethic governé not simply men, but nations. When

America acts in the world, we must act as a moral agent -- as a
force for good. Many times, the path forward is full of -

obstacles -- the choices we confront neither black nor white, in
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a world‘of lesser evils. And still, we muéf choose. To adyance
American ideals -- we must act. //

Nowhere are the choices more difficult than in the Middle
East. Many of you came to this country'ffom nations. in the
Middle East, leaving friends and family -- leaving a part of
yourselves behind. For you, the suffefing and turmoil in that
part of the world.is not simply political, but personal. / I
cannot Share your private anguish, but I can say from the heart,
it pains me deeply to see the Middle East -- sacred ground of
three great faiths -- riven by hatred and conflict. //

In Iraq, we confronted a country under the rule of a man of.
brutal means and unmitigated evil -- a man who harmed his own
people, menaced his neighbﬁrs, and threatened the world's peace.

I believed then -- and I believe now --"that what we and our
coalition partners did to stop this man was right and just. //

We fought not for narrow interest -- but for a noble ideal.
We.fought tp liberate a nation, to defeat an aggressor who
brought misery --who brings it still -- to many millions of
innocent people. [/

At every point during the Gulf conflict, I held out hope
that out of the horrors of war might come new prospects for . |
peace. That hope remains strohg now. Just last week, I sent
Secretary Baker to Syria -- his fifth mission to the Middle East
-- to explore signs that that pation was ready to join ifs
neighbors in the region at a peace conference; I continue to

believe that the solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict will begin
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when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down at the same table.
7 _

All of us must understand the limits to what we can do.  No
one -- not this.President, not the United States, not the UN or
our European allies =-- no one can impése a solution that the
parties in the Middle East do not welcome and cannot live with.
// But the difficulties must never stand in our way. We can and
will be catalysts for peace. ///

Just as the Christians of Antioch led by’example -- so, too,
we who wquld ask others t6 follow must begin by asking more of
ourselves. As Paul wrote to the Romans, "Let ué therefore follow
after the things which make for peace." //

Once again, my thanks to you for this warm welcome. / ‘May
God bless this Church in all its work -- and may God bless this

great nation, the United States of America.

# F #



