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* A pleasure to join you today. The work you do¢in this

committee takes up the challenge of education reform -- and

takes it seriously.
)

- six educabon goald--
M the mtom level, we have st our 7N be otona aF
* Iets—important-to—set-goals— but the real work is—in

+he locod _/E,ud ‘)’implementing those goals.
W lustr e
* Your efforts highlight- the difference between being merely
~involved, and being truly committed. ({ Reminds me of the
old story about making bacon and eggs: the chicken is

involved, but the pig is committed. ]]

* No one can afford to sit on the sidelinés. Important to
bring diverse perspecti§es to the challenge of reinventing
our schools: teachers, parents, school board mgmbers,
business people, students, and community organizations of

Vi
every kind. Yours is just the kind of group that offers the”

’ffgreatest promise of progress.
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hard work of meani m—won'‘t—Just-happéan—amid the
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The hard wor ére -- and in communities across this

countr i -
| wamt  n wavlt wrth yau,
* So I'm not here to preach to you -- instead,,zI want to hear

about what you're doing. I'm really excited about your

efforts.

* They say the scariest words in the English language are,
"I'm from the government, and I'm here to help." Well, I am

from the government -- but I'm here to listen.

* - So if you don't mind, I'll just sit here quietly for a while

-- to listen, and to learn.
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TRE PRESILDENT: Thank you all. What a day. What a
magnificent day. (Applause.) Thank you very, very much, ‘Governor
Romer, and all of you. Let me just say at the outset, I wish all of
you -- not all at the same time -- but all of you could have been
riding in that limousine from the airport. There is no way that I
can begin to tell you how ewmotional Barbara and I falt about that
warm welcome to this wonderful corner of God’s Earth. You really
made us feel at home. And you talk azbout patriotism and values.
It’s right here. (Applause.) Thank you very, very much,
"(Applause,)

Let me, first, salute the Governor -- about whom I’11
have more to say in a minute -~ .doing an absolutely sensational job
chairing our National Education Goals Panel. I want to single out
‘our leaders of the state legislature who are partners with the
Governor in this effort. uy friend, longtime friend, Teé Stricklang,
the President of the Colorado Senate; Chuck Barry, the Speaker of the
Colorado House:; and all the other ¢istinguished individuals on the
gteering committee for Colorado 2000.

And it’s not just the big names. I just met with the
leaders in this community who are leaders for revelutionary charige in
education. We had a fascinating seminar and Y learned a lot from
them. I salute your Congressman Ben Campbell, who’s doing a great
job for this district. (Applausge.) Dr. Rosier, President Kieft and
others who -- those are just two of the many that joined us for this
panel I referred to., Aand, of course, to cur outstanding Secretary of
Education Lamar Alexander. WHe is leading this country in a wonderful
new direction, (Applause.) - a

" A word about your geography. ©On the wav in I was struck
by the majestic views of the Grand Mesa -~ that great, big table that
looks like just the king of place vhere God might have done [iis
homework, or put down the palette He used to paint the s8ky. Some
beauty. You are very, very lucky. {(Applause.)

i And I thought, as we drove in, about the vast frontiers
that lie out here. An@ some will say that Americz’s frontiers have
been fully explored, developed: come will even say lost. But one
frontier knows no limits, needs coastant development, and cannot : be
lost. And that’s the frontier of the American mind -- the unlimited
vista of American imagination.

As a people, our love of learning has guided every step
of our progress. I love it when Barbara Bush, committed to literacy
and education as she is, comes home ané tells ‘me these moving tales
of how kices are trying te struggle against adversity to learn; how
adults learning to read create a new dimension in their lives. And 1
might say with some little husbandly pride, the Silver Fox is doing
one heck of a job for education. (Applause.)

The Northwest Ordinonce of 1787 declared this:
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"Knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happinesas of
mankiné, schools and the means of education shall forever be
encouraged.”

Now, that same need to encourage education br;ngs us
together today, 204 years later. You can think of education as a
competitiveness issue, or an economi¢c issue -- but above all,
education in America is a moral imperative.

Thomas Jefferson knew -- and Eastern Europe recently
reminded us -~ that the powers of any society rest ultimately with
the people themselves. Education provides the grounding in ideas and
values crucial to maintaining dGemocracy ang prosperity. It serves as
our greatest source of social, economic and, yes, moral power.

No domestice program has greater influence over our
future. done attracts more attention or generates more passion on
the part of our people. And none will have a higher priority with'
this President than educational excellence. (Applause.) And that’s
why, together with all of the nation’s governors ané with dedicated
citizens across the nation, we set six ambitious national education
goals for Americans of all ages. This wasn’t a wWhite House
initiative; wasn’t just by the governors.’ It was a combined
partnership in setting these education goals for the first time in
our country’s history.

e cennot achieve these goals without declaring a .
revolution in American education. This revelution demands far more
than revolving-charge, blank=check spending. It demands that avery
community raise expectations, accelerate accountability through
parental choice, ané reward results. And that’s exactly what Grand
Junction is doing in leadership in this great country of ours.
(Applause.) :

Our America 2000 Zducation Strategy challenges all
Americans to raise expectations -= . to pledge genuine accountability
and to create a new generation of American schools. It sets out to
transform a nation at risk into a nation of students. It calls for
cultivating communities where learning can ané will happen.

All of you here have been doing just that, and I
congratulate you. You’re part of a national crusade for reform —- I
should interject, a state crusade. And I°m'so impressed with the
connected television program that Governor Romer has just told us
about. You‘re part of this national crusade which is a movement that
takes different forms in Gifferent communities all across our nation,

<¢epending upon local needs '‘and resources.

Local businesses need a talented labor pool. Schools

- need guidance in developing programs ané curricula. Every citizen
needs to know that the kid standing on the street corner is going

somewhere -- and isn’t just another lost soul vaiting to become a

statistic «-- no one knowing his name, (Applause.)

And we need you. Ue need every citizen to join this
revolution for American education: whether it’s the business
executive who takes time out to visit -a classroom: the olcéer American
whe knows so much and has so nuch.to share, tutoring kids at the
local livrary; or especially the parent who takes a few extra minutes
each night to reaé¢ with a child. ({applause.)

Every one of our national education goals relies on
everyone, in every community across this nation. Aand I’m confident
that in Grand Junction, if ‘Grand Junction is any example at all, we
can achieve each and every one of these national goals. (Applause.)

And that‘s so impressive -- what’s so impressive about
what your state is doing, why I’m so pleased with Colorado 2000.
Governor Romer’s leadership in responding to my call for America 2000
communities has been outstanding. He’s been way out front in a
leadership role. and tonight, virtually ~- as you heard him say,
virtually all of Colorade’s 176 school districts will meet. —-
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connected by high technology -- to adopt goals, sat strategy, and,
yes; measure results. And that’s just the kind of thoughgfulyl
community-based action that we’ll need to reinvigorate ané transform
America’s schools. (Applause.)

You see, we haven’t just launched "Washington, Dc,_2000,"
it’s America 2000. Ané what that means is Colorado 2000, Grand
Junction 2000,

And I challenge every community in America to do what
what you are doing =-- to become an America 2000 community -~ to
embrace the national education goals and acconplish them.

Community involvement -- and community innovation —= will
enable students of the future to set and meet world-class stancards
of achievement. But world-class standarés begin ‘here -- in the
hearts and imaginations of people who care about education, who care
about their kids, and who care about the future.

[

About 150 miles from here, in a little town called
dorwood, Ceolcrado, a woman named Carolyn Sharp is doing what students
of the past couldn’t have dreamed possible. Seventy-four years old,
she’s too far away to get radio or TV broadcast. But now she gets
Satellite. She gets satellite-delivered programming through the Mind
extension University and does her learning long=distance.

(Applause.) :

. Seventy-four, and here’s what she says: "I’¢ already
been boning up, doing some history research on my own, and I wanted
to take a class." Andé now, by satelilite, she’s studying French,
history, and physics.

She’s a great role model. Aané for my part, I’ve been
trying to learn how to use a computer -~ (applause) -- and I’nm going
to keep on trying. I will not challenge any of the 12 kids in
Nintendo, however. . i

y

At its most fundamental, learning involves émbition ang
imagination. e Americans have never been known for a dack of
imagination, and we’ve set goals for education &s ambifious as any
that we’ve ha¢ for the West, for space, or for any other American
frontier. :

ith the active support of people like you, I’m confident
that we will meet these nationzl goals and help our children toward
the future that they ceserve. (Applause.)

May I thank you for your leadership and interest in
educating not just the kids in Granc¢ Junction, not just the kids in
Colorado, but by example You are Cemonstrating an interest in helping
kids a2ll across the country. '

Hay Go¢ bless our young people. May Goé bless our
teachers. And may God bless each and every one of you that’s willing
to take a s leacership role in making America 2000 a fantastie
education success. '

Thank you all, an¢ God bless you. (Applause.)

END 12:32 ?.M. MDT
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