Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:
S S

FOIA

MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13571
Folder ID Number: 13571-006

Eolder Title:
Domestic Challenges Facing America 6/12/91 [OA 6034] [1]

Section: 2 Position:

26 17 7




CLOSE HoiD

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DocumentNo. 244833SS

DATE:_ 6/11/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _TODAY, TUES. 6/11/91 3:00
SUBJECT: DRAFT FOR WEDNESDAY EVENING ADDRESS
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O { MCCLURE M O
SUNUNU O / PETERSMEYER { O
SCOWCROFT / O PORTER / |
DARMAN / O ROGICH v O
BRADY O / SMITH M O
BROMLEY a O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD / O BOSKIN / O
DEMAREST O m/ O 0
FITZWATER O / 0 O
GRAY / O O O
HOLIDAY oty O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to David Demarest, 2FL., WW,

x7620, no later than 3:00 p.m., TODAY, TUESDAY, JUNE 11, w1th a copy
to this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: 4—& e w2 37 7 ﬂ

e @HOSE if’?? )

Y. PHILLIP D. BRADY
én. - / / Yy Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, WELCOME] g&e;T D
: ]

Thank you, good evening. [CEO, Point ofAilgE; Government

57And to the

Program worker, Disability activist, Governor, etc. ]
rest of this extraordinary audience, the Cabinet, the fifty
Poihts of Light who have joined us, the leaders of business and
indﬁstry and all their associations, and all the others who make
America the land of opportunity, welcome to the White House.
Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dramatic pace. America has been called upon to ﬁeet one
challenge after another. And meet them we did --- each and every
onelof them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to the Persian
&Uﬂhfeulf, our country has stood strong as a champion of freedom for

e——;r—?

inety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent

E’\LJ(M'OM\}}{;\S\/yﬂwﬁroblems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to

ackling the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out all my

\ %*b
\“k//// domestlc prlorzﬁﬁes, and then I specifically asked that they pass

laws in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime

bill, and a transportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by

&

N3 Friday, and that tells us something profound.
mﬁﬁﬁg/figuﬁfwvaTt is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
o’ I

deﬂﬂgn to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
pryﬁ*“”> Congress can't pass a highway bill in a hundred days. Most
WUWw/l ericans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most

ﬁuﬂkuwﬁﬁﬁgApba51c freedoms ~- denies us opportunity. They also believe we

must invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those

Wzgdw%y who come after us.

] So they don't understand the complication,

fnay . phowr MW*@LM%WLVM MW
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the inaction, the bickering -- particularly when they do
understand what it takes to solve problems in their own

neighborhoods: conviction, compassion, and courage.

O/QAtayf ¢ I don't say this to overstate Congressional inaction or- run
p < \)/\ ]

L

we
o

down government. Government is not the enemy --in many cases

*mubﬁkm government is part of the solutlon. Yet, there are still those

Y

in' Ccongress who think government alone is the answer. The

%’*AJL ¥ Amerlcan people know better. They know it intuitively, almost-

&Nu%NQﬁLf unlversally. When we listen, really listen, we understand very

Sy

'OJ§4ﬂEPQAM2;Wk} Tonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington!

W

,
wiiizwjﬁpw to life the genius of the American spirit. Together we can

clearly what the people are trying to tell us. They are saying

megthat solutions don't begin in Washington.

%ﬂ- Monument are many extraordinary Americans, representing

thousands of others. If you will permit me, I'd like to share

transform America, and create communities everywhere that are

whole and good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead t

way'.
| A-great nation has the courage to be honest about itself. Fhsme
And we are a great nation. 1I.believe that absolutely, as do you.
Still, no one can deny that we have enormous challenges. Not all
Amenicans are living the American Dream. Many can't even imagine
it.
" There are impoverished Americans, the poor and the homeless,

the'hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.
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Th?re are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the shattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.

Thén there are Americans uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the

,[Ei%izying pace of chang;]

Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
inéentions, the ranks of these Americans persist. That cannot
continue. -I.believe'it is time for America to re-invent itself.
América must think and act anew -~ to emerge strong and proud at
thq dawn of the next American century.

' For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
Preéident, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
small towns and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and
playgrounds, factories, férms, and fields. Those are the places -
where you find out what's good and right about our éountry ---and
what's going wrong, too.

- What I have found is that the state of our nation is the .
state of our communities. As our communities flourish, our
nation will flourish. So we must seek a nation of whole
coméunities, a nation of good communities -- an America, Wﬁole,
and (Good.

% What defines such a community? First it is a one that cares
for the needs of its young people by building character ---values
andégood habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides
excéllent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in
leaﬁning. Next, there are jobs at respectable wages, and job

training too. Fourth, it's a place with: good héalth care, and a
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'cléan environment -- where a sense of well-being and belonging is
nurtured within its people. Finally, all of its neighborhoods
aré decent and safe.

| Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the wvay,
th%se are not just dreams. Thousands of communities like this
floﬁrish in America -~ communities where people like you and me -
hav? achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of:
thai. America is the most prosperous and productive, educated .
and%enlightened nation on earth ---a_nation that can do anything.
And;we can make it even better.

| We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
tra?k record of success -- success shaped with our own hands.
Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we

| .
do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. We have always

actéd out of a conviction to do what's right. Every American
sho#ld take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each
of us must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
done, it's time to do better; much, much better.

E Conventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions
weré in the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
andihand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger
gov%rnment was better government: compassion measured in dollars
andicents; progress by price tag. We tried that course. 'As we
ente%ed the eighties -- our economy strangling on inflation,
inte;est rates, and unemployment -- America turned away from

|
government.
|
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a/\turned to the genius of the free

ijujjd) market. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and
M WW‘W‘% WWM
created twenty million new jobs. \ ] oY 11.]

,WM

Q§§x§&Jﬁ/ Is the harsh lesson that there must always be those that are

left behind? America must have but one answer. The answer is

No. There is a better way, one that combines our effo;ts -
those of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly
understood, and service to others properly fulfilled. This is
the way to build an America Whole and Good.

It requires all three forces of our national life. First,
it requires the power of the free market; second, a competent
compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others --
what I call Points of Light. These three powerful forces create
the conditions communities that are whole and good -- and it's
time we harnessed all of them to transform America.

Power belongs where it will work for the greater good. It
belongs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the
hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of light].

Let's start with the power of the free market. The

entrepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about. What so much of the world can only
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l | : |
coyet, we take for granted: food on the shelves of our
subermarkets, and at our shopping“centers, cutting-edge, quality
préducts of infinite varietf. Nothing can beat the free market
at;generating good jobs- at dgce;t wages, in healthy and safe
woékplaces. A

: Thengobdﬂﬁéws is that the free market is now applying its -
reéources, creativity, and know-how, to America's %% social L’///

pr&blems. Many companies, recognizing that tomorrow's workers

are today's students, are leaders of a revolution in American

ed&cation =- partners in our Education 2000 strategy. Others are

|

crusaders for environmental protection, while still others are
|

innovators from health care to child care.

To transform

! ) .
Ame%icaA government needs to be dynamic as well. To be the

insFrument of the people -- the government of Jefferson and
Lin%oln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of their vision ---it-
musﬁ truly be a force for good.

! I.believe in this kind of government -- a government of-
coméassion and competence. 2And I believe in backing up that
comﬁitment with action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs.

% - She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous government
pro%ram called "Head Start." wé expanded Head Start by §$. ..
Andfa Year ago I signed our child care bill to make child care
ava#lable to those that the market cannot reach. We fought for a

rCIeap Air Act that puts the free market in the service of the

enviionment -- and we succeeded. The Americans with Disabilities
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Act has brought/éb;;w opportunities to our nation's disabled --
Miﬁwﬁ’Sﬁnﬁﬁﬁr@%%WWAﬁégﬂﬂm
some of you were right here when I signed itK Jack Kemp and T’} hovd

Romona, oeirger pof ¥ie Ciirles Mueston Communds, e,

stood with Mrs rospect=Carders=project—t ESSOGEEY (1 Ao
“h— Aleassgry,
where public housing tenants become America's newest homeowners. )
We hame mad o

Our crime bill will help make America's neighborhoods safe. A And
if we get the kind of civil rights bill that I sent to the
Congress, we will take a dramatic step against the blight of:
bigotry and discrimination. This'is not big government -- this
is good government. And it too leads to communities whole and
goéd.

Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
government we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
liéht that is within us all -- as the verse of Randy Travis says,
"a ray of hope in the darkest nights". Its light can brighten
the lives of others -- and make the lives of those who shine it,
complete as well.

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in need. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined brilliance from every
school, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
organization in every community can dissolve the darkness.

Whether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its workers, a police station counsels for tough kids, or third
graders phone homebound senior citizens, Points of light tell

those in need that their lives matter. When Points of Light

/ MM At iy s ek A g vom wpmor bond Yoy
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join with the power of government and the power of the
marketplace we can truly overwhelm stubborn social problems.
This is how we must guarantee the next American Century. Every
person, every business, every school board -- our associations,
our clubs, our churches -- we all have the duty to lead.

Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Think of the
opportunity before us -- to re-invent America. Congress too must
now understand the successes and failures of the past -- and help
us forge the strongest future this world can imagine.

| The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to rest easy. I look out and see so much reflected in your faces
-- the strength, the conv1ctlon, the commitment You represent
those millions of Americans who use power to inspire a greater
good. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
neighborhoods, your schools and your churches.

Last year I walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas city
w1th 4 group of men called Mad Dads. I learned more about how
our nation fights crime in two hours than in two months of TV
nevs.

In » I visited D.cC. General Hospital, and held a

tiny boarder baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict.
The remarkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies
was just as moving. America needs to hear that story, too.

., Just a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West
Virginia school in a town called Slanesville. The National

Teacher of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is

!
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Rae Ellen McKee. Visiting her gave me the opportunity to say to
the nation, thank God for our teachers. [I'm proud she's here
tonlght.]

|
' Just yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the

J%mes H. Groves Adult High School of Sussex County, Delaware. I
went there to honor those who had.the courage to go back to
school and get their diploma. They honored me by saying to
Aﬁerica, we must be a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

- These are the Americans who love this country for what it-is
|
and for what it can become. These ‘are the Americans who make

thls a nation of boldness -- filled with problenm solvers -
glfted with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is

without ‘a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.
|
-~ This is the -genius of America -- ordinary Americans doing

l

extraordinary things.

} This is the genius we must carry forward. We must carry
fofward what is good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I
know you will. I know you have. Through you, your country can
becbme an America Whole and Good. For that your country is

|
grareful, and for that your country will endure.

1
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June 11, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR EDE HOLIDAY

FROM: RICHARD W. PORTER [;;;:>

SUBJECT: Wednesday Evening Domestic Policy Event

This speech has been billed as a follow up on the "100 days"
challenge to Congress to act on certain bills. The speech is not
intended to be solely critical of Congress -- it is also meant to
highlight the positive story we have about Domestic Policy. We
have ideas and proposals to help Americans deal with most, if not
all, of the pressing domestic problems.

Unfortunately, the speech does not accomplish this end. It

does not answer the question: "What exactly does the President
want Congress to do?" Instead the focus of the speech is the
need to construct an America "whole and good." What does that

mean? ' What is the government's role in this? The speech asserts
that government can't do everything, but that "properly defined"
(p.5) government is important. But what is the definition of a
properly defined government? The speech never says -- yet that
is the question everyone will be looking to the President to
answer,

This problem could be easily solved by going back to a
number of the domestic policy speeches the President has made in
the past. Spell out our approach to education, which has a
clearly defined Federal role. Reiterate our "all fronts"
approach to the drug problem. Emphasize the success of our
initiatives to give those on welfare more control over their
lives through tenant management and ownership and school choice.
Remind the audience about the investments we are asking Congress
to make in disease prevention and infant health. Challenge
Congress to pass a medical malpractice bill that will make it
affordable for Ob/Gyns to deliver babies in the inner city again.
Outline the creative approach we are taking to improving infant
health through the targeted Healthy Start proposal. Don't forget
our National Energy Strategy, banking plan or enterprise zones.
How about term limits for Congress -- or at least limits on their
burgeoning staff? How much has the staff budget grown and how
much less do they have to show for it?

The point is that there are any number of specific proposals
we have made that Congress has failed to act upon, not just Crime
and Transportation. Why not take the approach that, gee, we only
demanded two bills out of these many possibilities and they
couldn't even deliver on that. Instead, the Congress plays
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harmfﬁl political games with bad ideas, like quotas and pseudo-
campalgn finance reform. Congress is like Orwell's Animal Farm:
they talk a grand game, but they are only interested in finding
ways to either feather their own nest, or those of their beltway
compatriots. (call the bill a civil rights bill, even thought it

is the opposite; call it campaign reform, even though it protects
incumbents.

|

Further, the speech is filled with internal inconsistencies.
Markets are not the only answer, but then we celebrate the market
(1 strongly oppose having the Pre31dent criticize markets or talk
aboutlmortgaglng the future due to government debt -- built up
since we've controlled the White House). Education is a problem,
but we are the most educated nation on earth. Government can
help, lbut leave it to communities. It sounds like the ultimate
polltlcal speech. We are both for and against everything -- and
thus seem to stand for nothing.

ff this is our grand domestic statement of the season, let's
leave a clear message. What do we want and when do we want it?
How iq it different from what Congress (read Democrats) would do?
Set out the positive message and contrast the Democratic
approaph. In my mind, this is the approach we should come back
to again and again over the next two years. What better time to
start Fhen a rally on the South Lawn? ’



. DRAFT (6/6 a.m.)
| SOUTH LAWN ADDRESS

N
[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, WELCOME]

|

Ninety-eight days ago, in an address to a Joint Session of the
|

Congress, I asked the members of that body to join me in tackling

the pressing problems in our own backyard with the same energy and
sense| of purpose we showed in liberating Kuwait. I asked the

menmbers to pass just two bills in one hundred days, a comprehensive

anti—érime bill and a transportation bill. Neither will be on my

|
desk by Friday.

Rathef than bickering with Congress tonight about legislation, I

want ﬁo talk about America's future on a more profound level.
i .

i
Over Fhe past thirty months, the world has changed at a dramatic

pace.! America has been called upon to meet one challenge after

anothér. And we met them - each and every one of them. From the
collaése of Communism in Eastern Europe to the liberation of Panama

and Kﬁwait, our country has stood as a champion of freedom.

i

Each éhallenge has revealed the promise of America. As the world
|

watch%d the principles and will of America meet each challenge, our
senseiof patriotism has been reborn.

|
Tonight, the world looks more confidently to its future because of

|
its confidence in America. And tonight America should 1look

L
|
!
|
I
!



confidently to its own future because of who we are.

We are a nation of thousands of healthy communities all across our
count%y. That means millions upon millions of Americans are living
the Aﬁerican Dream. We should never lose sight of that. We should
all be very proud of that. America is the most prosperous,
educafed, enlightened and compassionate nation on earth. We are
the envy of the world and rightly so.
|

But a great nation has the courage to be self~critical. And we are
a gre%t nation. No one can deny that we have enormous problems.

Not ail Americans are living the American Dream. Many Americans

can't even imagine it.

There' is an impoverished America, the poor and the hopeless, the
hungry and the homeless. There is the America gone astray, the
kids on drugs, the brokeﬁ families, the teenage mothers, those
unablé to read and write. Over the last twenty or thirty years,

despite our best intentions, the ranks of those Americans have

grown. That cannot continue. We'le_simplygot—to—do—something
abeu%%ft. ,Hé%/ Do Wz bo 52”W%?%be?)¢4gﬁmi‘ T

Ageieh THT 18 vysauerisets ] T

l

We seek a nation of communities whole an? good. What does this

meiiiﬁﬁFirst, it is a community that carEs for the needs of its
/4 ﬁ[
T St { ERLErITI AL FltrttentW ,

T



children and where young people develop good character, values and
habiﬁs for life. Second, it has excellent schools and encourages
1ifelbng learning. Third, there are many good-paying jobs that are
easy &o get to and the training you need to f£fill them. Fourth, it
is a place with good health care, a clean environment and a sense
of wellbeing. Finally, people live in decent homes and safe
neighborhoods. It is this nation of communities whole and good

that we seek for our time aan.dmaﬁla.ta:me g@& 644,/23, a///aé)(’éﬂ/\f‘ 77 M€,
For. AUl JR AN AL SHENT 77 §/7?'< < Jwiggod

2esnl Venlr7ol 2 & Jilee & — Ant MQ@W MIF%/@*AM& Y

./How are we to acliieve such’ a”natienu ‘Wé have been wrong in the

past by thinking that we could get there by one road alone.

Fénventional wisdom once held that solutions were in the hands of

AN

government: call in the best and the brightest and hand over the
keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was better

{ government. Compassion was measured in dollars and cents. But-our

! ,pxzebirems—-éfe_shtagidpww A Praee 7~A-5’ Fee Fevpress. WRorY, Grveen-
(’ Méﬁ‘r‘ﬁ???}ez@ Dat:m/, Boeve eve A ogeenss. Kook 47'" e Aasi 1o

_@@ "
\*&JW%A dm@ Absdent wte Toigs—
(“\Eh;}-~aoi-4_ oradk AQQM¢L ae??vogheyjziople thought tﬁEE—economlc

\y success for the many would lead to better 1lives for all. The

,L\1980'é was a decade of unparalleled economic growth, a decade that

T

/creatéd twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not

/1ift all boats. Twenty million new jobs later, our streets are
/ ,
stillfnot safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions

L still trudge the path of poverty. 77z MEICET YL 2y /Ziééﬁb
:M@A/T VL pUE. Aopsteenss, |

Amer&ea—has~to—a§K"Ttseif7~w1ll_there~a&ways=bedéhese=%ha%=a£e—ke£t



behind?—Americamust ARSWer unequivocally. The answer simply.must

ol
TR0 oo

éii;%%eﬁ up blessed with a loving family, a host of friends and a lot

~

AN
of breaks. I grew up believing that the American Dream was
/////_llterally around every corner -- it was a family, a career and a
// / s

chance to make the world a better place. I belleved that all you
/ » +

had to do to succeed was to have fa1th in God, treasure your family

nd friends, believe in yourself, work hard and treat everyone with
' /

respept% I still try to follow those principles each day. But

AL ER K Lo
now, hav1ng‘%3;mxtgr-Le&-and’%égﬁrapdot I think that there's a

TN SFPEIM
little more to the American Dream and a lot more to achiewdng it.
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It is not as simple as I thought. But it is really not complicated
|

either.| To build communities that are whole and good all across

|

there are ‘three. '

~—

government. And third is the ethic of community service, what I

First is the free market. Second 1is the

have ealled Points of Light.

R 2ee FH : /;w%%”ﬁ“’

et's ‘start with the free market.| The entrepreneurs who are with

N “m\_g’—g_;.;_‘
eSS

us tonight, , know exadtly what I'm talking

about.I

\_/
What éo much of the rest of the world only covets, we take for

~

granted - abundant food on the shelves of our markets, cutting

edge pioducts of infinite variety and first-rate quality. Nothing

J



has proved better than the free market at generating in communities
across this great land good jobs at decent wages, with workplaces

that are safe and healthy.

The good news is that thetfree*fififf~}g now applying its resources

!
and know-how, its creativity -and sense of purpose, to many of our

social problems, to making every4 community whole and good.
Numerous companies, recogniziﬁg that tomorrgﬁ's workforce are
today"s students, are competing against the education establishment
by radically restructuring schools in the communities they serve.
Some are even starting their own schools. The notion of choice,

which. consumers of most products and services here take for
grantéd, has been introduced into the field of education. And the
number of companies that are environmentally conscious, that
provide health insurance and child care and housing for their

workefs is already great and growing every day. But the market can

go only so far.

What role can government play in making communities whole and good?
Government guarantees our rights and enforces our liberties. It
creates incentives and serves as a safety net for those in material

need.

But | government that is compassionate and competent can do even

more. Here today, for example, is Mrs. . She
teaches preschoolers in a marvelous government program called "Head

Start"™. Our child care bill will help make child care
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opportunities available to those the market has not yet reached.
Our HOPE initiative will make tenants in dilapidated housing
projects into homeowners bursting with pride and dignity. oOur

crimé bill will help to make neighborhoods safe.

Our enterprise
|

zone . proposal will

stimulate the creation of 3jobs

and the

accumulation of wealth in the inner city.

Our proposals to reform

)

/Czaﬁfriends, neighbors, teachers, coaches, ministers and colleagues

\V4

y

L
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(/ I have always been able to count on a vast web of family members,
|

the welfare system will make it easier for the truly needy to
obtain services, while making those who can be self-sufficient.
But for America to be a nation of communities whole and good, to

the fbrces of the free market and the government must be added the

ethic’' of voluntary service, what I call Pg%g%fjggzgighi.

e A R o,
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The real reason so many communities are in trouble can be summedC;2$
| ~

up in one word, "relationships". The caring and nurturing
relationships that I and millions of other Americans have taken for

granted all our lives simply don't exist for too many of our

|
citizens.

when I needed encouragement or support, a role model or mentor, or
simplx a friend.

For the 15 year old selling crack, the role model is the

neighborhood drug dealer. For the 45-Year old who can't read and

write, there is no teacher. For the hungry child, there is no



mother. For the homeless man or woman, there is no friend.

. o T g .
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Poinﬁs of Light calls on every American, either on your own or with
thosQ you work with, study with, worship with or spend your free
time,ito be of direct and consequential service to those in need,
to be:a role model to the teen who might otherwise become a crack
dealér. Or the teacher for the 45 year old who can't read or

write. The mother for the hungry child, the friend for the man or

woman' with no place to sleep.

No oné of us can solve big problems like these by ourselves. That
is why every American community, to become whole and good, needs
a gal}axy of light. The collective power of light in every school,
every' business, place of worship, club, group and organization in
everylcommunity can literally overwhelm social problens, so that
whereVer someone in need turns there is someone willing and even

eager:to help.

Whether it's company's after-hours literacy program for its
workefs, or a law firm's mentoring program, a police station's
counséling program for tough kids, third graders who telephone
homebéund senior citizens or concerned neighbor residents providing
basketball games and other recreational activities to give
youngsters something positive to do with their time, Points of

Lightéare giving those in need a sense that someone cares, that

|
they matter, that they belong.



What the millions of Americans who live in darkness need most is
not a program, but a web of family-like relationships that impart
values, habits, skills and the self-confidence that results in the
conviction that one's future is not 1limited by present
circuﬁstances. And until we find a way to share the light in each
of ug with those living in darkness, our communities will not be

made whole and good, and our lives will not be meaningful and

fulfilled.

Thank. you. God bless you and God bless the United _States—of——-

America.
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SOUTH LAWN ADDRESS
DRAFT F
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 1991

THANK YOU, GOOD EVENING. MEMBERS OF THE CABINET,

. HONORED GUESTS. DR. BENJAMIN PAYTON OF TUSKEGEE

. INSTITUTE WHO BRINGS A LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO OUR

- HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES, WELCOME. GOVERNOR

CAMPBELL, GOVERNOR CASTLE. DREW BATAVIA, WINNER OF THE
1988 DISTINGUISHED DISABLED AMERICAN AWARD, WELCOME TO

YOU, SIR. TO ROBERT EGGER, FOUNDER OF THE D.C. CENTRAL
KITCHEN, AND THE SIXTY OTHER POINTS OF LIGHT WHO ARE

* HERE TONIGHT, YOUR WORK INSPIRES THE NATION. 'MAYOR

- HACKETT OF MEMPHIS, MAYOR MYRIC OF CHARLOTTE, COUNTY

: COMMISSIONER KLINGER, GOOD TO SEE YOU ALL AGAIN. I SAW
[PAUL O'NEILL, CHAIRMAN OF ALCOA, A DEDICATED ADVOCATE
;FOR A EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE. AND TO THE REST OF THIS
EEXTRAORDINARY GATHERING -- LEADERS OF BUSINESSES,

' VETERANS GROUPS, ASSOCIATIONS, VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS,
iEDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS, AND ALL THOSE WHO MAKE AMERICA

' THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY, WELCOME TO THE WHITE HOUSE.



[ I MIGHT ADD THAT ALSO WITH US IS ANTHONY
HENDERSON, A YOUNGSTER FROM BARCROFT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IN ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA. YOU MAY RECALL THAT WHEN I
VISITED HIS CLASS, ANTHONY'S THE ONE WHO ASKED ME TO
PROVE I WAS THE PRESIDENT. I HAD TO SHOW HIM MY

DRIVERS LICENSE AND CREDIT CARD. ANTHONY, NOW DO YOU
BELIEVE ME?]

OVER THE PAST THIRTY MONTHS, THE WORLD HAS CHANGED
AT A DRAMATIC PACE. AMERICA HAS BEEN CALLED UPON TO
MEET ONE CHALLENGE AFTER ANOTHER. AND MEET THEM WE DID

-- EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM. FROM EASTERN EUROPE, TO
PANAMA, TO THE PERSIAN GULF, OUR COUNTRY STANDS STRONG
'AS A CHAMPION OF FREEDOM.

|

1




NINETY-EIGHT DAYS AGO, I ASKED CONGRESS TO TACKLE
THE URGENT PROBLEMS ON THE HOME FRONT WITH THE SAME
ENERGY WE DEDICATED TO TACKLING THE CRISIS ON THE
. BATTLEFRONT. I SPELLED OUT MY DOMESTIC PRIORITIES --
. SETTING OUT AN AMBITIOUS AGENDA FOUNDED UPON ENHANCING
. ECONOMIC GROWTH, INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE, AND |
; INCREASING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AMERICANS. I SENT TO
| THE CONGRESS LITERALLY ‘HUNDREDS OF RECOMMENDATIONS -FOR -
" LEGISLATIVE CHANGE. THEN I SPECIFICALLY ASKED THAT
' CONGRESS PASS JUST TWO LAWS IN A HUNDRED DAYS -- A

' COMPREHENSIVE ANTI-CRIME BILL, AND A TRANSPORTATION
' BILL.



I THOUGHT A HUNDRED DAYS WAS PRETTY REASONABLE.
[ I WASN'T ASKING THE CONGRESS TO DELIVER A HOT PIZZA
IN LESS THAN THIRTY MINUTES. (THAT WOULD BE TRULY
REVOLUTIONARY) I ONLY ASKED FOR TWO PIECES OF
LEGISLATION IN A HUNDRED DAYS. 1 IT IS NOW CLEAR THAT
NEITHER WILL BE ON MY DESK BY FRIDAY. I AM

DISAPPOINTED -- BUT FRANKLY I'M NOT SURPRISED. TONIGHT

1 WOULD LIKE TO PUT THIS ALL IN SOME PERSPECTIVE, I

HAVEN'T ASKED YOU HERE TO-SIT THROUGH A LITANY OF
PROGRAMS AND POLICIES. RATHER I'D LIKE T0 DO §QMEIH1N§

DIFFERENT, AND DESCRIBE TO YOU HOW I PERSONALLY SEE THE
SHARED STRENGTH AND PROMISE OF AMERICA.




IT IS HARD FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND
WHY A BILL TO FIGHT CRIME CANNOT BE ENACTED IN A
HUNDRED DAYS; OR WHY CONGRESS CAN'T PASS A HIGHWAY BILL
IN A HUNDRED DAYS. MOST AMERICANS BELIEVE FEAR OF
CRIME AND VIOLENCE THREATENS OUR MOST BASIC FREEDOMS
-- DENIES US OPPORTUNITY. THEY ALSO BELIEVE WE MUST
INVEST IN OUR FUTURE -- PROVIDE AN INFRASTRUCTURE FbR

. THOSE WHO COME AFTER US. SO .THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND THE. .

é COMPLICATIONS, THE INACTION, THE BICKERING --
. PARTICULARLY WHEN SO MANY DO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT TAKES

. TO SOLVE PROBLEMS IN THEIR OWN NEIGHBORHOODS:

COMMITMENT, COMPASSION, AND COURAGE.

I CANNOT FULLY EXPLAIN THIS INACTION TO THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE. AS I SAID, I'M DISAPPOINTED, BUT NOT
SURPRISED. BUT I CAN SAY THIS AS PARTIAL CONSOLATION:

AMERICA’S PROBLEM-SOLVING DOES NOT BEGIN OR END WITH
THE CONGRESS. |



YES, IT WOULD HELP IF CONGRESS WOULD DO WHAT THE
PEOPLE ARE ASKING OF THEM. I'LL KEEP WORKING WITH THE
CONGRESS -- MY HAND REMAINS EXTENDED -- I'LL KEEP
BRINGING THEM ALONG. BUT WE CANNOT LET CONGRESS
DISCOURAGE OR DETER US FROM MEETING OUR
RESPONSIBILITIES.

I BELIEVE THE. PEOPLE GATHERED HERE TONIGHT UNDER -
THE TWILIGHT SHADOW OF WASHINGTON'S MONUMENT,
UNDERSTAND THIS BETTER THAN MOST. YOU ARE
EXTRAORDINARY AMERICANS; REPRESENTING THOUSANDS OF

| OTHERS. YOU BRING TO‘LIFE THE GENIUS OF THE AMERICAN
SPIRIT, AND IT IS THROUGH YOU AND WITH YOU THAT WE CAN
* SOLVE OUR MOST PRESSING PROBLEMS. TOGETHER WE CAN
i.TRANSFORM AMERICA, AND CREATE WHOLE AND GOOD

. COMMUNITIES EVERYWHERE. TONIGHT, I AM ASKING ALL
- AMERICANS TO LEAD THE WAY.




A GREAT NATION HAS THE COURAGE TO BE HONEST ABOUT
ITSELF. AND WE ARE A GREAT NATION. I BELIEVE THAT
ABSOLUTELY, AS DO YOU. WE ARE iNDISPUTABLY THE WORLD'S
MOST POWERFUL FORCE FOR FREEDOM AND ECONOMIC GROWTH.
STILL, NO ONE CAN DENY THAT WE HAVE ENORMOUS
CHALLENGES. NOT ALL AMERICANS ARE LIVING THE AMERICAN
DREAM. MANY CAN'T EVEN IMAGINE 1IT. | |

THERE ARE IMPOVERISHED AMERICANS, THE POOR AND THE
HOMELESS, THE HUNGRY AND THE HOPELESS, MANY UNABLE TO

' READ AND WRITE. THERE ARE AMERICANS GONE ASTRAY, THE

KIDS DRAGGED DOWN BY DRUGS, THE SHATTERED FAMILIES, THE
TEENAGE MOTHERS STRUGGLING TO COPE. THEN THERE ARE

- AMERICANS UNEASY, TROUBLED AND BEWILDERED BY THE

i
|

DIZZYING PACE OF CHANGE.

 FOR MANY YEARS I HAVE CRISSCROSSED THIS NATION. AS

- PRESIDENT, PART OF MY JOB -- AN EXCITING PART -- IS

:GOING TO SMALL TOWNS AND BIG CITIES, SCHOOLS,
iNEIGHBORHOODS AND FACTORIES -- THOSE ARE THE PLACES
. WHERE YOU DISCOVER WHAT'S GOOD AND RIGHT ABOUT OUR
;COUNTRY -- AND WHAT'S GOING WRONG, TOO.

[
t



THE STATE OF OUR NATION IS THE STATE OF QUR
COMMUNITIES. AS OUR COMMUNITIES FLOURISH, OUR NATION
WILL FLOURISH. SO WE MUST SEEK A NATION OF WHOLE
COMMUNITIES, A NATION OF GOOD COMMUNITIES -- A
AMERICA, WHOLE AND GOOD.

WHAT DEFINES.SUCH A COMMUNITY? FIRST, IT IS ONE
THAT CARES FOR THE NEEDS OF ITS YOUNG PEOPLE. BY
BUILDING CHARACTER -- VALUES AND GOOD HABITS FOR LIFE.
SECOND, IT'S A COMMUNITY THAT PROVIDES EXCELLENT
SCHOOLS -- SCHOOLS THAT SPARK A LIFELONG INTEREST IN
LEARNING. ~ NEXT, THERE IS OPPORTUNITY AND HOPE --
ROOTED IN THE DIGNITY OF WORK, AND REWARD FOR
ACHIEVEMENT. FOURTH, IT'S WHERE PEOPLE CARE ABOUT
THEIR HEALTH AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT -- AND WHERE A SENSE
OF WELL-BEING AND BELONGING IS NURTURED. FINALLY, ALL
OF ITS NEIGHBORHOODS ARE DECENT AND SAFE.



BECAUSE MILLIONS OF AMERICANS HAVE CHOSEN TO LEAD
THE WAY, THESE ARE NOT JUST DREAMS. THOUSANDS OF WHOLE

i AND GOOD COMMUNITIES ALREADY FLOURISH IN AMERICA --

COMMUNITIES WHERE ORDINARY PEOPLE HAVE ACHIEVED THE

' AMERICAN DREAM. WE SHOULD NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF THAT.

AMERICA IS THE MOST PROSPEROUS AND PRODUCTIVE, EDUCATED
' AND ENLIGHTENED NATION ON EARTH -- A NATION THAT CAN DO

~ ANYTHING. AND WE CAN DO EVEN BETTER.

WE SHOULD BE CONFIDENT ABOUT WHAT LIES AHEAD.

i AMERICA HAS A TRACK RECORD OF SUCCESS -- SUCCESS SHAPED

| WITH OUR OWN HANDS. SOMETIMES, IN OUR IMPATIENCE,
WE'VE MADE MISTAKES -- BUT WHEN WE DO, WE DUST

| OURSELVES OFF, AND GO AT IT AGAIN. EVERY AMERICAN

~ SHOULD TAKE PRIDE IN THIS COUNTRY'S FUNDAMENTAL

E GOODNESS. EACH OF US MUST RESOLVE IN OUR OWN HEARTS

THAT FOR ALL THE GOOD WE'VE DONE, IT'S TIME TO DO

BETTER, MUCH, MUCH BETTER.
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CONVENTIONAL WISDOM IN OUR DAY ONCE HELD THAT ALL
SOLUTIONS WERE IN THE HANDS OF GOVERNMENT: CALL IN THE
BEST AND BRIGHTEST AND HAND OVER THE KEYS TO THE
NATIONAL TREASURY. BIGGER GOVERNMENT WAS BETTER
-GOVERNMENT: COMPASSION MEASURED IN DOLLARS AND CENTS:
PROGRESS BY PRICE TAG. WE TRIED THAT COURSE. AS WE
ENDED THE SEVENTIES -- OUR ECONOMY STRANGLING ON |

| INFLATION, SOARING INTEREST RATES, AND UNEMPLOYMENT --

AMERICA TURNED AWAY FROM GOVERNMENT AS "THE ANSWER".

SO CONVENTIONAL WISDOM THEN TURNED TO THE GENIUS OF
THE FREE MARKET. WE BEGAN A DECADE OF EXCEPTIONAL

ECONOMIC GROWTH -- AND CREATED TWENTY MILLION NEW JOBS.
YET, MANY OF OUR STREETS ARE STILL NOT SAFE, OUR

SCHOOLS HAVE LOST THEIR EDGE, AND MILLIONS STILL TRUDGE

- THE PATH OF POVERTY. THERE IS MORE TO BE DONE: AND THE

e eSS A JAL FEENalll _AEmEll ™Y

MARKETPLACE ALONE CAN'T SOLVE ALL OUR PROBLEMS.
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IS THE HARSH LESSON THAT THERE MUST ALWAYS BE THOSE
WHO ARE LEFT BEHIND?  AMERICA MUST HAVE BUT ONE
ANSWER., THE ANSWER IS NO. THERE IS A BETTER WAY E
THAT COMBINES OUR EFFORTS -- THOSE OF A GOVERNMENT
PROPERLY DEFINED, THE MARKETPLACE PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD,
AND SERVICE TO OTHERS PROPERLY ENGAGED. THIS IS THE

ONLY WAY TO AN AMERICA WHOLE AND GOOD.

IT REQUIRES ALL THREE FORCES OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE.
FIRST, IT REQUIRES THE POWER OF THE FREE MARKET;

SECOND, A COMPETENT, COMPASSIONATE GOVERNMENT; THIRD,
THE ETHIC OF SERVING OTHERS -- INCLUDING WHAT I CALL

POINTS OF LIGHT. THESE THREE POWERFUL FORCES CREATE

THE CONDITIONS FOR COMMUNITIES TO BE WHOLE AND GOOD --
AND IT'S TIME WE HARNESSED ALL THREE OF THEM.
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IN OUR COMPLEX DEMOCRACY, POWER IS FRAGMENTED.
- THAT CAN BE FRUSTRATING. BUT ON BALANCE IT'S FOR THE
i GOOD. AND POWER TENDS TO MOVE TOWARD THOSE WHO SERVE
 THE GREATER GOOD: ENTREPRENEURS, LIKE JOHN BRYANT, A
é YOUNG SELF-STARTER WHO HAS BUILT A MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR
ENTERPRISE AND NOW HELPS REBUILD INNER CITY LOS
ANGELES; CARING INDIVIDUALS LIKE MACK STOLARSKI, A
. RETIRED CARPENTER WHO NOW HELPS HIS STUDENT APPRENTICES -
i REPAIE HOMES FOR THE POOR AND DISABLED.

AND BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF THE FREE MARKET, WHAT
: SO MUCH OF THE WORLD CAN ONLY IMAGINE, WE TAKE FOR

- GRANTED: ABUNDANT FOOD ON THE SHELVES OF OUR
;SUPERMARKETS, AND QUALITY PRODUCTS AT OUR SHOPPING

:CENTERS. NOTHING BEATS THE FREE MARKET AT GENERATING
'JOBS, INCOME, WEALTH, AND A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE.
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THE GOOD NEWS IN COMMUNITIES IS THAT THE FREE

- MARKET IS NOW APPLYING ITS RESOURCES AND KNOW-HOW TO

- OUR SOCIAL PROBLEMS. MANY COMPANIES, RECOGNIZING THAT
: TOMORROW'S WORKERS ARE TODAY'S STUDENTS, ARE LEADERS OF
t A REVOLUTION IN AMERICAN‘EDUCATION--- PARTNERS IN OUR

EXCITING AMERICA 2000 STRATEGY. OTHERS ARE CRUSADERS

' FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, WHILE STILL OTHERS ARE

INNOVATORS FROM HEALTH CARE TO CHILD CARE.

TRANSFORMING AMERICA REQUIRES NOT ONLY THE POWER OF

" THE FREE MARKET, BUT ALSO A DYNAMIC GOVERNMENT. TO BE

THE ENLIGHTENED INSTRUMENT OF THE PEOPLE -- THE

* GOVERNMENT OF JEFFERSON AND LINCOLN AND ROOSEVELT --
AND THE EMBODIMENT OF THEIR VISION -- IT MUST TRULY BE

!

A FORCE FOR GOOD.
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I BELTEVE IN THIS KIND OF GOVERNMENT -- A

GOVERNMENT OF COMPASSION AND COMPETENCE. AND I BELIEVE

IN BACKING IT UP WITH ACTION. HERE TONIGHT, FOR
EXAMPLE, IS MRS. LAUREN FLOYD, ONE OF THE FIRST HEAD

START GRADUATES. NOW, SHE TEACHES PRESCHOOLERS IN THAT
SAME MARVELOUS PROGRAM. HER SUCCESS IS WHY WE EXPANDED
HEAD START BY ALMOST THREE QUARTERS OF A BILLION

| DOLLARS. AND LAST YEAR I SIGNED OUR CHILD CARE BILL TO
* EXPAND PARENTS' CHOICES IN CARING FOR THEIR CHILDREN. |

| WE FOUGHT FOR A CLEAN AIR ACT THAT PUTS THE FREE

' MARKET IN THE SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENT -- AND WE WON.
: THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT -- THE MOST

- IMPORTANT CIVIL RIGHTS BILL IN DECADES -- HAS BROUGHT

| NEW DIGNITY AND OPPORTUNITY TO OUR NATION'S DISABLED
- DISABILITY LEADERS LIKE JUSTIN DART AND EVAN KEMP

: WERE RIGHT HERE WHEN I SIGNED IT. I SEE THEY ARE HERE
TONIGHT.
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JACK KEMP AND I STOOD WITH RAMONA YOUNGER IN
CHARLES HOUSTON COMMUNITY CENTER IN ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA -- IF THE CONGRESS ENACTS OUR H.0.P.E.
INITIATIVE, THESE PUBLIC HOUSING TENANTS CAN BECOME
AMERICA'S NEWEST HOMEOWNERS. DEWEY STOKES HERE,
PRESIDENT OF THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE, WANTS TO
HELP MAKE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS SAFER -- THAT'S WHY HE
' SUPPORTS OUR CRIME BILL. AND IF WE-GET A CIVIL RIGHTS. -
BILL LIKE THE ONE I SENT TO THE CONGRESS, WE WILL TAKE
- AN IMPORTANT STEP AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN THE
; WORKPLACE.

THIS IS NOT BIG GOVERNMENT -- THIS IS GOOD
' GOVERNMENT.

. FINALLY, ALONG WITH THE FORCES OF THE FREE MARKET

. AND THE GOVERNMENT WE MUST ADD THE ETHIC OF VOLUNTARY

* SERVICE -- POINTS OF LIGHT. THAT IS NOT A PHRASE ABOUT
% CHARITY. IT IS ABOUT THE LIGHT THAT IS WITHIN US ALL.

; A LIGHT THAT BRIGHTENS THE LIVES OF OTHERS -- AND MAKES
é WHOLE'THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO SHINE IT.
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POINTS OF LIGHT IS A CALL TO EVERY AMERICAN TO
SERVE ANOTHER IN NEED. BUT NO ONE OF US CAN SOLVE BIG
PROBLEMS LIKE POVERTY OR DRUG ABUSE BY OURSELVES. ONLY
THE COMBINED LIGHT FROM EVERY SCHOOL, EVERY BUSINESS,

; 'PLACE OF WORSHIP, CLUB, GROUP, AND ORGANIZATION IN

EVERY COMMUNITY CAN DISSOLVE THE DARKNESS.

WHETHER A COMPANY HOLDS AN AFTER-HQURS~LITERACY.'.'.
PROGRAM FOR ITS WORKERS, A POLICE STATION COUNSELS
TOUGH KIDS, OR THIRD GRADERS PHONE LONELY HOMEBOUND

SENIOR CITIZENS, POINTS OF LIGHT SHOW THOSE IN NEED
THAT THEIR LIVES MATTER.

GOVERNMENT, AND THE MARKET, JOINED WITH POINTS OF
LIGHT, WILL OVERWHELM OUR SOCIAL PROBLEMS. THIS IS HOW
WE MUST GUARANTEE THE NEXT AMERICAN CENTURY.  EVERY
PERSON, EVERY BUSiNESS, EVERY SCHOOL BOARD -- OUR

. ASSOCIATIONS, OUR CLUBS, OUR PLACES OF WORSHIP -- WE

ALL HAVE THE DUTY TO LEAD.
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ONLY THEN, CAN WE TRULY THINK AND ACT ANEW, NOW
i CONGRESS, T00, MUST UNDERSTAND THE SUCCESSES AND
FAILURES OF THE PAST -- AND HELP US FORGE A CERTAIN
- FUTURE FOR AMERICA.

THE PEOPLE GATHERED HERE TONIGHT REPRESENT THOSE
! WHO REFUSE TO REST EASY. I LOOK OUT AND SEE SO MUCH
1+ REFLECTED IN YOUR FACES -- THE STRENGTH, THE

i CONVICTION, THE COMMITMENT. YOU REPRESENT THOSE

i MILLIONS OF AMERICANS WHO USE POWER TO ACHIEVE A

' GREATER GOOD. I KNOW, BECAUSE YOU'VE BROUGHT ME INTO

YOUR HOMES AND YOUR NEIGHBORHOODS, YOUR SCHOOLS AND
YOUR CHURCHES.

LAST YEAR I WALKED THROUGH A RECLAIMED CRACK HOUSE
; IN KANSAS CITY HITH AL BROOKS, THE LEADER OF AN ANTI-
é CRIME COALITION. I LEARNED MORE_ABOUT HOW WE CAN FIGHT
' CRIME IN TWO HOURS THAN IN TWO MONTHS OF TV NEWS.




ANOTHER DAY I VISITED D.C. GENERAL HOSPITAL, AND
| HELD A TINY BOARDER BABY IN MY ARMS, THE CHILD OF A
i COCAINE ADDICT. THE REMARKABLE DEDICATION OF THE

; WOMEN WHO RESCUED THESE BABIES WAS JUST AS MOVING.
AMERICA NEEDS TO HEAR THAT STORY, TOO.

JUST A FEW MONTHS AGO, I DROPPED IN ON A LITTLE.
WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOL IN A TOWN CALLED - SLANESVILLE. .
| THE NATIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR.TEACHES REMEDIAL
| READING THERE. HER NAME IS RAE ELLEN MCKEE AND SHE'S
} HERE TONIGHT. VISITING HER GAVE ME_THE OPPORTUNITY TO
, SAY TO THE NATION, "THANK GOD FOR OUR TEACHERS".

JUST YESTERDAY I SPOKE BEFORE THE GRADUATING CLASS
OF THE JAMES H. GROVES ADULT HIGH SCHOOL IN SUSSEX

E COUNTY, DELAWARE. I INVITED THE CLASS TO JOIN US

i TONIGHT. I WENT THERE WITH GOVERNOR CASTLE TO HONOR

. THESE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAD THE COURAGE TO GO BACK TO

;‘SCHOOL.AND GET THEIR DIPLOMAS. THEY HONORED US BY

 TELLING AMERICA TO BE A NATION DEDICATED TO LIFELONG
" LEARNING.

!
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THESE ARE THE AMERICANS WHO LOVE THIS COUNTRY FOR
WHAT IT IS AND FOR WHAT IT CAN BECOME. THESE ARE THE
AMERICANS WHO MAKE THIS A NATION OF BOLDNESS -- FILLED
WITH PROBLEM SOLVERS -- GIFfED WITH THE AMERICAN
TRADITION OF LIVING UP TO OUR IDEALS. THESE ARE THE
AMERICANS WHO PROVE THAT NO ONE IN AMERICA IS WITHOUT A
GIFT TO GIVE, A SKILL TO SHARE, A HAND TO OFFER. | .

"THIS IS THE GENIUS OF.AMFRICA -- ORDINARY AMERICANS
DOING EXTRAORDINARY THINGS.

THE CONGRESS CAN REFER QUR PROPOSALS TO ITS

| HUNDREDS OF.COMMITTEES, TIE ITSELF UP WITH DEBATE, AND

PRODUCE COMPLICATED, EXPENSIVE UNWORKABLE LEGISLATION.
BUT IN THE END WE MUST CARRY FORWARD THE MAGIC OF

. AMERICA. WE MUST CARRY FORWARD WHAT IS GOOD, AND REACH

i
|

OUT AND EMBRACE WHAT IS BEST. WE MUST DO THE HARD WORK

- OF FREEDOM. I KNOW YOU HAVE. I KNOW YOU WILL.

THROUGH YOU., OUR COUNTRY CAN BECOME AN AMERICA WHOLE

AND GOOD. FOR THAT QUR COUNTRY IS GRATEFUL, AND

BECAUSE OF THAT OUR COUNTRY WILL PREVAIL.
P # |
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[ACKNOWLEDGMENTS WELCOME]' DRAFT B
Thank you, good evenlng. Rae Ellen McKee, our Mat

AR oy 46
Teacher of the Year, welcome. Mrs. [Jones] Head Start graduate
anq now Head Start Program Chair, welcome. [John Smith] CEO of
thﬁ ABC Corporation, welcome to you, sir. And to the rest of

this extraordinary audience -- the governors,[I see Delaware's

Miké Castle], the Cabinet, the fifty Points of Light who have

joined us, the leaders of business and industry and all their

asspciations, and all the others who make America the land of
oppertunity, welcome to the South Lawn of the White House.
over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
draﬁatic pace. America ﬁas been called upon to meet one
chailenge after another. And we met them =-- each and every one
22 sl o e~

of them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, td/ s our country

haslstood as a champion of freedom.

! Ninetf-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
k B
problems in our own backyard with the same energy we dedicated to

tacgling the crisis in the Gulf. Though I spelled out all my
domestic priorities, I specifically asked that they pass just two
lawe in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a
traAsportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by Friday, and

that tells us something profound.

i It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to #ight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why a
higﬁway bill can't pass in a hundred daYs. They don't understand

| . . . . . . . .
theicompllcatlon,_the inaction, the bickering -- particularly
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when they do understand what it takes to solve problems in their

own neighbo;hoods.

I don't mention this to bash the Congress. I don't mention
this to ruh down government. Government is not the enemy -=in
maﬁy cases government is part of the solution. Yet, there are
stilll those in Congress who think government is the only
solution. The American people know better. Almost universally,
intuitively, they know that solutions don't begin in washington

D.C. When we politicians listen to the people, we understand

very clearly what the people are trying to tell us.

X Toniaht aatharad hara im_+he tyilight shadow of

INSERT I 0.2 (g e
! traordlnary Amerlcans.--iﬁfiﬁﬁ

_
—

—_—

Americans whom I have shared my Presidency. For it is through you
and with you that we can begin to solve our most pressing problems.

I have shared a classroom with . I travelled to

. Alone, single handed we cannot overcome our problems.

good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to read—the=way-
A great nation must have the courage to be self-critical.
And we are a great nation. No one can deny that we have enormous
proSlems. Many of our communities are in serious trouble -- not
"all Americans are living the American Dream. Many Americans
can't even imagine it.

There is the impoverished America, the poor and the

homeless, the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read anq
CHIN@er] ond £E0FL
wrlte. There is the Amerlca gone astray, the_k;ds—eaudpugs, the-

broken families, the‘?benage mothers. “And _then—there—is~ap
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Anerica~—umeasy,” troubled and Pewildered~by-the..dizzying pace of

~—CHATIge.

]
i
|
i
|
|

3 thought. Yet it's hot that compllcated either.

. Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best

intentions, the ranks of these Americans have grown. That cannot

continue. The question is, what to do about it. I believe, it
is ‘time for America to re-invent itself. Time for America to

thrnk and act anew -~ and plan for the next Amer;can century.

P e

For many years I ‘have crisscrossed” thls.natlon. As

Pre51dent part of my job -- an exciting part -- is getting out

and talking with the people. Small towns, big cities, schoois,

nelghborhoo and playgrounds, factories, farms, a,.“ ields --

those are the plaqes where you find out wh ”s—good and right
about our country -- and\what's gg;ng wrong, too.
. e

I grew up blessed w1th,a*iov1ng family, a host of friends,

,\\

P,

and a lot of breaks.//Tﬁ/y;merlcan ﬁ?eam was a family, a career, |
. f

i

]

and, a chance to_nake the world a better place - and I believed

RN

h
I

God, Those principles are indeed endurlng But now, after a
lifetime of experiences, I think there's more to the American

Dream, and more to achieving it. It's not as_simple_ as.I once ?

- —— —— e

AT e v,
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The state of our natlon is the sum of ifs communltieS“*"If
our{commun1t1es are in trouble, our natxon's in trouble. So we

must seek a nation of communities that are whole and good.
T o
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: What defines whole and good? First it is a community that
cares for the needs of its young people by building character,
vaiues and good habits for life. Second, it's a community that
prévides éxcellent schools -- schoﬁls that spark a 1ifeiong
interest in learning. Next, there are jobs at respectable
wages, and job training too. Fourth, it's a place with good
health care, and a clean environment -- where a sense of well-
being and belonging is nurtured within its people. Finally, its
neighborhoods are decent and safe.

Because thousands of Amerlcans have chosen to lead the way,
_there are thousands of communities just like that in Amerlca._ -
They are communities where millions upon millions of Americans
have achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
that. America is the most prosperous and productive, educated
and enlightened- nation on earth. And we're going to keep it that
way. |

' -We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
track record of success. We have shaped that success with our
own' hands. Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --
but;when we do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. But
we have always acted out of a conviction to do what's right.
Every American should think about that, just for a moment, and’
feel proud. But for all the good we've done, it's time to do
better, much, much better.

| Conventional wisdom once held that all solutions were in the

han@s of government: call in the best and brightest and hand
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over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was
better government:- compassion measured in dollars and cents;
pregress by price tag. We tried that course. When we entered
- the eighties —= our economy strangling on inflation,
unemployment, and sky-high interest rates -- America turned away
from government.

So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
market. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and
created twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
1lift all boats. Our staggering budget deficits have mortgaged
our. future. And twenty million new jobs later, our streets are
still not safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions
still trudge the path of poverty. We tried the marketplace, and -
the marketplace alone didn't solve all-our problems.

Will there always be those that are left behind? America
must answer unequivocally. The answer is No. Because there is a
better way, one that combinee our efforts =-- those of a

government properly def1ned, the marketplace properly understood,

and serv1ce to others properly fulfilled.

Duriag—thts—past-year~wewhavemwltne§§ed Amerlca at its best\\\\

© J-The.War.in:-thé& Gilf. was..not.- }dst a~m111tary achlevement It was !

much, much..mores wﬂmltmwaSwamvxctoryzfor-thezparentsmwho believe in

R TG i, R T

therta%ent"of“uur'ybuHQ”peoplé”“*"v1ctor?“fbr“workerSwwhewbellexe

Amer;cawcanmpnoduce~qua11ty—11kemthe_Eatxlotlmlagilek,a victory

it Th U SR, )

for nelghbors ‘who~help™ neighbors--~--the-outpouring of support for

o v ot ey
“"«s.»-m.m-.,

our men .and-women in the Gulf was magﬁIficent?"~£t~w§§:§lsgmggp
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gevernﬁ@ﬁf’“f“lts best. America‘s t"lumpﬁ*waswwtnwshezt,vthe

conquest o oubt.
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We can learn from this experience to build communities that
are whole énd good all écross America. It requires all three
for;es of our national life. First, there is the magic of the
freg market; second, a government that acts competently and
compassionately; third, the ethic of serving others -- what I
call Points of Light -- is vital to america's future. “Fhese
three powerful forces worked im common«purﬁSEE'Tﬁ“fﬁE“ﬁﬁTT‘““*—-

Right here at home, each is crucial to creating the conditions

for whole and good communlties -=- and it's tlme We harnessed all
of them to transform America.

i Powér belongs where it will wérk for the greater good. It
belongs in the hands of people who seize opportunities. It
belongs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like g in the
hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of light].

" Let's stért with the power of the free market. The

entrppfeneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about. What so much of the world only éovets,
we take for gfanted: food on the shelves of our supermarkets,
and at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality.pfoducts of
infinite variety. Nothing has proved better than the free market
at ggnerating good jobs'at decent wages, in workplaces that‘are
safe‘and healthy.

'The good news is that the free market is now applying its

resources and know-how, its creativity and sense of purpose, to
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many of our social problems. Numerous combanies, recognizing
that tomorrow's workers are today's students, are leaders of a
revolution in American education -- partners with us in our
_ Edﬁcation.ZOOO strategy. Others are leading the way in
_en&irqnmental'profection, while still others are actively
prdmoting innovation from health care to child care.

But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
América; government needs to be dynamic as well. Today our
goéernment.guarantees our rights, and our liberties. It provides
anlimportant safety net for the needy. It creates economic
incéptives, settles disputes within the marketplace, and supports
‘our,natiohél infrastructure. But to be the government of
Jefferson and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- the instrument of the
people -- it must truly be a force for good. A compassion#te and

combetent government must help transform America.

;;(?4 ~T—;‘;glieve in this kind of government. Here tonight, for
f%& / exa;ple is Mrs. . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous
¢/%;{: government program this Administration expanded called "Head
A&é; Staét." And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make

child care available to thbse that the market cannot reach. We

fought for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
service of the environment -- and we succeeded. The Americans
with Disabilities Act has brought a new opportunities to our
nation's disabled -- some of you were right here when I signed

it. Jack Kemp and I stood with Mrs. , in Prospect Gardens

project in Missouri, where public housing tenants join the ranks

\
\ R
\-‘...\— )
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\ of America's newest homeowners. Our .crime bill will help make

America's neighborhoods safe. And if we get the kind of civil

—————

riths-bill that I sent to the Congress, we will take a dramatic

ifz\ step agaiﬂst discrimination in the workplace. This is not big

/Li;/’ gerrnment, this is good government. Aand it too leads to
ommunities whoie and good.

Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
government we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. It is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
light that is yithin us all -- the light that can brighten the
livés,of others -- and make tbe lives of those who shine it,
cémplefe as well; | |

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in ﬁeed.‘ But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined attention from every
schéol, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
organization can turn the tide.

- Whether it's a company's after-hours literacy program for
its workers, or a law firm's mentoring class, a police station's
counseling sessions for tough kids, or third graders who phone
homebound senior citizens, Points of light are giving those in |
need a sense that someone cares, that they matter and belong.

When Points of Light join with the power of government and

- the awesome power of the marketplace we can truly overwhelm

social problems in America. This is how we must guarantee the

next: American Century. Every one of us, our businesses, our
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school boards, our associations, our clubs, our churches -- all
of us have the responsibility to lead.

Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Our challenge
is to re-invent America -- understand the successes and failures
of the past -- and create an ambitious approach for the future.

We have always been a nation of problem solvers -- a people
aware of the responsibility to live up to our ideals. No one in
America is without a gift to give, a skill to share, a_hand to
offer. Ael SHTEALIL AML, f

Lr .
3

As the world looks to us as the example of a nation whole and
good, we must understand that it is the sum of our efforts that
make us great. You, in your chair alone, can play your part.

And yes, I too have my role. But, together we can inspire a

greater good. We must carry forward what is good, and reach out

and embrace what is best. For that your country is grateful, and

for that your country will endure.
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Thank you, good evening. [CEO, Point of‘ilg%; Government
Program worker, Disability activist, Governor, etc. ]Sénd to the
rest of this extraordinary audience, the Cabinet, the fifty
Points of Light who have joined us, the leaders of business and
indﬁstry and all their associations, and all the others who make
Amefica the land of opportunity, welcome to the White House.

| Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dra#atic pace. America has been called upon to meet one
challenge after another. And megt them we did -- each and every
one of them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to the Persian
Gulf; our country has stood strong as a champion of freedom for
all.

:Ninety—eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
problems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
tackling the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out all my
domeétic priorities, and then I specifically asked that they pass
just:two laws in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime
bill, and a transportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by
Friday, and that tells us something profound.

It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
Congéess can't pass a highway bill in a hundred days. Most
Americans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
basié freedoms -- denies us opportunity. They also believe we

must invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those

who come after us. So they don't understand the complication,
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the’inaction, the bickering -- particularly when they do
undérstand whaﬁ it takes to solve problems in their own
neighborhoods: conviction, compassion, and courage.

I don't say this to overstate Congressional inaction or run
dowg government. Government is not the enemy --in many cases
government is part of the solution. Yet, there are still those
in'éongress who think government alone is the answer. The
American people know better. They know it intuitively, almost
universally. When we listen, really listen, we understand very
clearly what the people are trying to tell us. They are saying
that solutions don't begin in wWashington.

ITonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington's
Monument, are many extraordinary Americans, representing
thousands of others. If you will permit me, I'd like to share
somezof your successes with the rest of America because you bring
to life the genius of the American spirit. Together we can
transform America, and create communities everywhere that are
whole and good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the
way.'

A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.
And &e are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.
Still, no one can deny that we have enormous challenges. Not all
Americans are living the American Dream. Many can't even imagine
it. I

There are impoverished Americans, the poor and the homeless,

the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.
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Thefe are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
theﬂshattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.
Then there are Americans uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the
dizéying pace of change.

- Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
intentions, the ranks of these Americans persist. That cannot
continue. I believe it is time for America to re-invent itself.
America must think and act anew -- to emerge strong and proud at
the dawn of the next American century.

. For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As I;
President, part of my job ~- an exciting part -- is goi&gato PJdt;ﬂA
smali towns and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and Jﬁ 'p;”ﬁ
plazgzggnds, factéries, farms, and ;ig;gg. Those are the places p‘

where you find out what's good and right about our country -- and|V3:;vL
what's going wrong, too. q
'What I have found is that the state of our nation is the
_ staté of our communities. As our communities flourish, our
nation will flourish. So we must seek a nation of whole
cqpmﬁnities, a nation of good communities -- an America, Whole
Ad Good.
‘What defines such a community? First it is a one that cares
Efor the needs of its young people by building cha?acter -- values
and éood habits for ;ife. Second, it's a community that provides
excellent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in

_1earﬁing. Next, there are jobs at respectable wages, and job

training too. Fourth, it's a place with good health care, and a
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clean environment -- where a sense of well-being and belonging is
nurqured within its people. Finally, all of its neigpborhoods
are decent and safe.

Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,
thege are not just dreams. Thousands of communities like this
flourish in America -- communities where people like you and me
havg achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
thatf America is the most prosperous and productive, educated
and gnlightened nation on earth -- a nation that can do anything.
And ﬁe can make it even better.

We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
track record of success -- success shaped with our own hands.
Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we
do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. We have always
acted out of a conviction to do what's right. Every American
should take pride in this countfy's fundamental goodness. Each
of us must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
done, it's time to do better, much, much better.

.Conventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions
wefelin the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
and hand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger
government was better government: compassion measured in dollars
and éents; progress by price tag. We tried that course. As we
entered the eighties -- our economy strangling on inflation,
interest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away from

—7 government.
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So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
market. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and
created twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
lifﬁ all boats. Our staggering budget deficits have mortgaged
our future. Our streets are still not safe, our schools have
lost their edge, and millions still trudge the path of poverty.
We tried the marketplace, and the marketplace alone didn't solve
all our problems.

' Is the harsh leéson that there must always be those that are
leftlbehind? America must have but one answer. The answer is
No. There is a better way, one that combines our efforts =-
thosé of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly
understood, and service to others properly fulfilled. This is
the way to build an America Whole and Good.

th-requires all three forces of our national life. First,
it réquires the power of the free matket; second, a competent
compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others --
what I call Points of Light. These three powerful forces create
the conditions communities that are whole and good -- and it's
time we harnessed all of them to transform America.

fower belongs where it will work for the greater good. It
belongs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the
hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of 1light].

Let's start with the power of the free market. The

entrepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about. What so much of the world can only
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covét, we take for granted: food on the shelves of our
supérmarkets, and at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality
products of infinite variety. Nothing can beat the free market

at génerating good jobs at decent wages, in healthy and safe

workplaces.

. The good news is that the free market is now applying its :2
reso#rces, creativity, and know-how, to Americé(éj???f%gg;gzﬁwmm |
problems. Many companies, recognizing that tomorrow's wérkers l
are #oday's students, are leaders of a revolution in American
educétion -= partners in our Education 2000 strategy. Others are
cruséders for environmental protection, while still others are
innoiators from health care to child care.

But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
Ameriéa, government needs to be dynamic as well. To be the
instrﬁment of the people -- the government of Jefferson and
Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of their vision -- it
must érﬁly be a force for good.

i believe in this kind of government ~- a government of
compassion and competence. And I believe in backing up that
commiément with action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs.

' . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous government
progrgm called "Head Start." We expanded Head Start by $__ .
And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make child care
availa?le to those that the market cannot reach. We fought for a

Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the service of the

envirohmént -—- and we succeeded. The Americans with Disabilities
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Act has brought a new opportiunities to our nation's disabled --

some of you were right here when I signed it. Jack Kemp and I

VvV

W

stood with Mrs. , in Prospect Gardens project in Missouri, ’

where public housing tenants become America's p:;;;p homeowners.
Our crime bill will help make America's neighborhoods safe. And
if we get the kind of civil rights bill that I sent to the
Congress, we will take a dramatic step against the blight of
bigoiry and discrimination. This is not big government -- this

V//is géod government. 2And it too leads to communities whole and
good. _

:Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
gﬁ@ernment we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about t‘lLeM’ 'L“-{,“
light that is within us all -- as the verse of Randy Travishsays,

"a ray of hope in the darkest nights". Its light can brighten
the lives of others -~ and make the lives of those who shine it,
compléte as well.

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in need. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined brilliance from every
schooi, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
organiéation in every community can dissolve the darkness.
| Whether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its wérkers, a police station counsels for tough kids, or third
gradefs phone homebound senior citizens, Points of light tell

those in need that their lives matter. When Points of Light
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join with the power of government and the power of the
marketplace we can truly overwhelm stubborn social problems.
Thi§ is héw we must guarantee the next American Century. Every
person, every business, every school board -- our assbciations,
our clubs, our churches -- we all have the duty to lead.

- Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Think of the
opportunity before us -- to re-invent America. Congress too must
now understand the successes and failures of the past -- and help
us forge the strongest future this world can imagine.

LThe people gathered here tonight represent those who-refuse
to rest easy. I look out and see so much reflected in your faces
—-- the strength, the conviction, the commitment. You represent
those millions of Americans who ﬁse power to inspire a greater
good. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your 17
neighSorhoods, your schools and your churches. !

Last year T walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas City
with é group of men called Mad Dads. I learned more about how
our nation fights crime in two hours than in two months of TV
news.:

in I visited D.C. General Hospital, and held a
tiny Soarder baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict.
The rémarkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies
was just as moving. America needs to hear that story, too.

iust a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West

AVirginia school in a town called Slanesville. The National

Teacher of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is
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Rae Ellen McKee. Visiting her gave me the opportunity to say to
thelnation, thank God for our teachers. [I'm proud she's here
tonight. ]

- Just yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
James H. Groves Adult High School of Sussex County, Delaware. I
went there to honor those who had the courage to go back to
school and get their diploma. They honored me by saying to
America, we must be a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

These are the Americans ﬁho love this country for what it is
and for what it can become. These are the Americans who make
this a nation of boldness -- filled with problem solvers --
gifted with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is
without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.

This is the genius of America -- ordinary Americans doing
extraordinary things.

This is the genius we must carry forward. We must carry
forwa;d what is good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I
know &ou will. I know you have. Through you, your country can
become an America Whole and Good. For that your country is

grateful, and for that your country will endure.
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guests. Dr. Benjamin Payton of Tuskegee Institute who brings a
lifelong commitment to our Historically Black Colleges, welcome.
Governor Cambell, Governor Castle. Drew Batavia, winner of the
Distinguished Disabled American Award, welcome to you, sir. To

Robert Egger, founder of the D.C. Central Kitchen, to

and the sixty other Points of Light who are here tonight, your
work inspires the nation. Mayor Hackett of Memphis, Mayor Myric
of Charlotte, County Commissioner Klinger, good to see you all
again. I saw Paul O'Neill, Chairman of ALCOA, and dedicated
advocate for a educational excellence. And to the rest of this
extraordinary gathering -- leaders of businesses, veterans
groups, associations, volunteer organizations, education
partnerships, and all those who make America the land of
opportunity, welcome to the White House.

[ T might add that also with us is Anthony Henderson, a
youngster from Barcroft Elementary School in Arlington, Virginia.
You may recall that when I visited his class, Anthony's the one
who asked me to prove I was the President. I had to show him my
drivers license and credit card. Anthony, now do you believe
me? )

Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dramatic pace. America has been called upon to meet one

challenge after another. And meet them we did -- each and every
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one éf them. From Eastern Europe, to Panama, to the Persian
Gulf; our country stands strong as a champion of freedom for all.
iNinety—eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
probéems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
tackﬁing the crisis on the batflefront. I spelled out all my
dome%tic priorities -- setting out an ambitious agenda founded
upon]economic growth, investing in our future, and providing
oppo%tunity to all Americans. I sent to the Congress literally
thouéands of recommendations for legislative change. Then I
spec&fically asked that Congress pass just two laws in a hundred
daysi-- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a transportation

bill} "It is now clear that neither will be on my desk by Friday.

So—tenight, I-want—to—put—in—perspective this breakdowh of—our. __

i r -
i

L

1

legisTative_system.

ﬁq | It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
A

o fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
Congiess can't pass a highway bili in a hundred days. Most
Amer%cans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
basi¢ freedoms -- denies us opportunity. They also believe we

must invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those

who ¢ome after us. So they don't understand the complication,

the inaction, the bickering -- particularly when so many do

undefstand what it takes to solve problems in their own
neighborhoods: conviction, compassion, and courage.
'I cannot fully explain this inaction to the American people.

the inaction. But I can say this as partial consolation:
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America's problem-solving does not begin or end with the
|

Congiess. If w Waited for CongréS'ional approval act
!
decisively agidinst aggression in £he Persian Gulf,/we would still

be'wgitin % We didn't wait, and now Kuwait is

iYes, it would help if Congress would do what we ask and
/ﬁin

eed} But we cannot let its;inaction discourage or deter us from

meet?ng our responsibilities.

iTonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington's
Monument, are many extraordinary Americans, representing
tpou%ands of others. You bring to life the genius of the
Amerﬁcan spirit, and it is through you and with you that we can
solvé our most pressing problems. Together we can transform
Amer%ca, and create whole and good communities everywhere.
Toniéht, I am asking all Americans to lead the way.

%A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.
And %e are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.
We a#e indisputably the world's most powerful force for freedom
and economic growth. Still, no one can deny that we have
enor#ous challenges. Not all Americans are living the American

Dream. Many can't even imagine it.

|There are impoverished Americans, the poor and the homeless,
| .

the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.

Theré are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the éhattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.
Thengthere are Americans uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the

dizzfing pace of change.
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iFor many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
Presﬁdent, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
smalh towns and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and
play?rounds, factories, farms, and fields. Those are the places
wher% you discover what's good and right about our country -- and
whatks going wrong, too.

| The state of our nation is the state of our communities. as

our communities flourish, our nation will flourish. So we must

| . 4 . cp s
seek a nation of whole communities, a nation of good communities

-~ an America, Whole and Good.

| What defines such a community? First, it is one that cares
for fhe needs of its young people by building character -- values
and éood habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides
| -

exceilent schools -~ schools that spark a lifelong interest in
|

| . . . .
learning. Next, there is opportunity and hope -- rooted in the

dignity of work, and reward for achievement. Fourth, it's where

peopie care about their health and their environment -- and where

a sense of well-being and belonging is nurtured. Finally, all of
its neighborhoods are decent and safe.
iBecause millions of Americans have chosen to lead the way,

i
these are not just dreams. Thousands of whole and good

communities already flourish in America -- communities where

ordinary people have achieved the American Dream. We should

never lose sight of that. B2America is the most prosperous and

prod#ctive, educated and enlightened nation on earth -- a nation

that lcan do anything. 2And we can do even better.
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We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a

!
|
1
i
I
]
i
|
|

trac? record of success -- success shaped with our own hands.
Some#imes, in our impatience, yg've made mistakes --but when we
do, %e dust ourselves off, and go at it again. Every American
shou?d take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each
of ué must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
done;, it's time to do better, much, much better.

iConventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions
were: in the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
and #and over the keys to the ﬁational treasury. Bigger
gove?nment was better government: compassion measured in dollars .
and cents; progress by price tag. We tried that course. As we

- ended the seventies -- our economy strangling on inflation,
I

soaring interest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away

from'government as "the answer".

S0 conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free

markét. We began a decade of exceptional economic growth -- and
crea?ed twenty million’new jobs. Yet:wgﬁ¥7§§ieets are still not
safeé our schools have lost their edge, and millions still trudge
the’éath of poverty. There is more to be done; and the
markétplace alone can't solve all our problems.

EIs the harsh lesson that there must always be those who are
1eftibehind? America must have but one answer. The'answer is
No. ;There is a better way, one that combines our efforts --

thosé of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly
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| L] ]
unde;stood, and service to others properly engaged. This is the

only way to an America Whole and Good.
|
i

| It requires all three forqes of our national life. First,
it rFquires the pover of the ffee market; second, a competent,
comp%ssionate government; third, the ethic of serving others --
inclhding what I call Points of Light. These three powerful
forc%s‘create the conditions for communities to be whole and good
- ahd it's time we harnessed all three of them.

'In our complex democracy, power is fragmented. That can be
frus%rating. But on balance it's for the good. And power tends
to m%ve toward those who serve the greater good: entrepreneurs,
likeiJohn Bryant, a young self-starter who has built a multi-

million dollar enterprise and now hélps rebuild inper city Los
Ange?es; caring individuals like Mack Stolarski, a retired
carpénter who now helps his student apprentices repair homes for
the ?oor and disabled.

gAnd because of the power of the free market,; what so much of
the Qorld can only imagine, we take for granted: abundant food
on tﬁe shelves of our supermarkets, and quality products at our
shopﬁing centers. Nothing beats the free market at generating
jobs; income, wealth, and a better quality of 1life.

éThe good news in communitieis is that the free market is now
appl&ing its resources and know-how to our social problems. Many
compénies, recognizing that tomorrow's workers are today's

|
students, are leaders of a revolution in American education --

partﬁers in our exciting Education 2000 strategy. Others are
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cruséders for environmental protection, while‘still others are
innoyators from health care to child care.

;Transforming America requires not only the power of the free
markét, but also a dynamic government. To be the enlightened
instfument of the people -- the government of Jefferson and
Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of their vision -- it
must; truly be a force for good.

:I believe in this kind of government -- a government 6f
comp;ssion and competence. And I believe in backing it up with
action. Here tonight, for exaﬁple, is Mrs. Lauren Floyd, one of
the first Head Start graduates. Now, she teaches preschoolers in
that' same marvelous program. Her success is why we expanded Head
Start by three quarters of a billion dollars. And a year ago I
signed our child care bill to enhance parents' choices in caring
for their children. We fought for a Clean Air Act that puts the
free. market in the service of the environment -- an on. The
Amerlcans with Disabilities AcEﬁhas brought new dlgéjty and
opportunity to our nation's disabled -- leaders of the disability
commﬁnity like Justin Dart and Evan Kemp were right here when I
signéd it. I see they are here tonight. Jack Kemp and I stood
Witthiss Ramona Younger in Charles Houston Community Center in
Alexéndria, Virginia -- Qhere public housing tenants are becoming
America's newest homeowners. Dewey Stokes here, President of the
Fraternal Order of Police, wants to help make our neighborhoods

safer -- that's why he supports our crime bill. And if we get

the kind of civil rights bill that I sent to the Congress, we
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willétake a dramatic step againgt the blight of bigotry and
dis;éé:'iminationbv\ o sy

iThis is not big government -- this is good government.

:Finally, albng with the forces of the free market and the
gove%nment we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
1igh# that is within us all. A light that brightens the lives of
othe?s -- and makes whole the lives of those who shine it.

jPoints of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in n%ed; But no one of us can solve big problems like poverty or
drug;abuse by ourselves. Only the combined light from every
scho?l, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
orga#ization in every community can dissolve the darkness.

:Whether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its workers, a police station counsels tough kids, or third
gradérs phone lonely homebound senior citizens, Points of Light
showithose in need that their lives matter.

iGovernment, and the market, joined with Points of Light,

|
will overwhelm our social problems. This is how we must

| .
guarantee the next American Century. Every person, every
business, every school board -- our associations, our clubs, our
|
places of worship -- we all have the duty to leaad.

fOnly then, can we truly think and act anew. Now Congress,

too, imust understand the successes and failures of the past --

and ﬁelp us forge a certain future for America.
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:The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to r%st easy. I look out and see so much reflected in your faces
- the strength, the convictiop, the commitment. You represent
thos; millions of Americans whé use power to achieve a greater
good; I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
neighborhoods, your schools and your churches.

' Last year I walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas City
with:a group of men called Mad Dads. I learned more about how we
can fight crime in two hours than in two months of TV news.

-+ Another day I visited D.Ct General Hospital, and held a finy

\boarder baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict. The
rema#kable dedication of the women who rescued these babies was
just:as moving. America needs to hear that story, too.

iJust a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West
Virginia school in a town called Slanesville. The National
Teacher of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is
Rae Ellen McKee and she's here tonight. .Visiting her gave me the
oppoétunity to say to the nation, "thank God for our teachers".

IJust yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
Jame% H. Groves Adult High School in Sussex County,»Delaware. I
inviéed the class to join us tonight. I went there with Governor
Castie to honor these men and women who had the courage to go
backétofschool and get their diplomas. They honored us by
telling America to be a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

These are the Americans who love this country for what it is

and for what it can become. These are the Americans who make
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thisla nation of boldness -- filled with problem solvers =--
gifted with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is
without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.

This is the genius of America =-- ordinary Americans doing
extraordinary tﬂings.

. The Congress can refer our proposals to its hundreds of
committees, tie itself up with debate, and produce complicated,
unworkable legislation. But in the end we must carry forward the
magic of America. We must carry forward what is good, and reach

out and embrace what is best. I know you have. I know you
will., Through you, our country can become an America Whole and
Good. For that our country is grateful, and because of that our

country will endure.
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éThank you, good evening. Members of the Cabinet, honored

guests. Dr. Benjamin Payton of Tuskegee Institute who brings a

lifeiong commitment to our Historically Black Colleges, welcome.

Governor Cambell, Governor Castle. Drew Batavia, winner of the

i?gﬁﬂeDlstlngulshed Disabled American Award, welcome to you, sir. To

Robert Egger, founder of the D.C. Central Kitchen, and the sixty
otheé Points of Light who are here tonight, your work inspires
the hation. Mayor Hackett of ﬁémphis, Mayor Myric of Charlotte,
Coun#y Commissioner Klinger, good to see you all again. I saw
Paul;O'Neill, Chairman of ALCOA, a dedicated advocate foriiE?
educétional excellence. And to the rest of this extraordinary
gathéring -- leaders of businesses, veterans groups,
asso%iations, volunteer organizations, education partnerships,

and éll those who make America the land of opportunity, welcome
to tﬁe White House.

;[ I might add that also with us is Anthony Henderson, a
younéster from Barcroft Elementary School in Arlington, Virginia.
You ﬁay recall that when I visited his class, Anthony's the one
who asked me to prove I was the President. I had to show him ny
drivérs license and credit card. Anthony, now do you believe
me?]:

QOver the past thirty months, the world has changed at a

!

dramatic pace. America has been called upon to meet one

chalienge after another. And meet them we did -- each and every
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one ;f them. From Eastern Europe, to Panaﬁa, to the Persian
GulfL our country stands strong as a champion of freedom.
!Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent

probiems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
taqkiing the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out my
domeétié priorities -- setting out an ambitious agenda founded
upongenhancing economic growth, investing in our future, and
incréasing opportunity for all Americans. I sent to the
Congress literally hundreds of recommendations for legislative

change. Then I specifically a;ked that Congress pass just two
lawsiin a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a
tranéportation bill. I thought a hundred days was pretty
reas¢nab1e. [ I wasn't asking the Congress to deliver a hot
pizzé in less than thirty minutes. (That would be truly
revoiutionary) I only asked for two pieces of legislation in a
hundred days. ] It is now clggi&ghat neither will be on my desk
by Fiiday. I am disappointed ~-Sbut frankly I'm not surprised.
:Tonight I would like to put this all in some perspective. I
have#'t asked you here to sit through a litany of programs and
policies. Rather I'd like to do something different, and

describe to you how I personally see the shared strength and

promise of America.

‘It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
Congfess can't pass a highway bill in a hundred days. Most

Americans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
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basié freedoms -- denies us opportunity. They also believe we
mustiinvest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those
who éome after us. So .they don't understand the complications,
the inaction, the bickering -- particularly when so many do
unde#stand what it takes to solve problems in their own
neighborhoods: commitment, compassion, and courage.

!I cannot fully explain this inaction to the American people.
As I'said, I'm disappointed, but not surprised. But I can say
this:as partial conso;ation: America's problem-solving does not
begin or end with the Congress.

IYes, it would help if Congress would do what the people are
asking of them. 1I'll keep working with the Congress -- my hand
remains extended -- I'l1l keep bringing them along. But we cannot
let éongress discourage or deter us from meeting our
responsibilities.

.I believe the people gathered here tonight, under the
twilight shadow of Washington's Monument, understand this better
than:most. You are extraordinary Americans, representing
thou%ands of others. You bring to life the genius of the
Amer%can spirit, and it is through you and with you that we can
solvé our most pressing problems. Together we can transform
America, and create whole and good communities everywhere.
Toniéht, I am asking all Americans to lead the way.

A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.

And we are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.

We are indisputably the world's most powerful force for freedom
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and économic growth. Still, no one can deny that we have
enormous challenges. Not all Americans are living the American
Dreaﬁ. Many can't even imaging it.

EThere are impoverished Americans, the poor and the homeless,
the #ungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.
Theré are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the %hattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.
Thenéthere are Americans uneasy, troubled and béwildered by the
dizz§ing pace of change.

iFor mény years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
President, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
smali towﬁs and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and factories
—-- those are the places where you discover what}s good and right
abou# our country -- and what's going wrong, too.

iThe state of our nation is the state of our communities. Aas
our éommunities flourish, our nation will flourish. So we must
éeekga nation of whole communities, a nation of good communities

~- an America, Whole and Good.

IWhat defines such a community? First, it is one that cares
for #he needs of its young people by building character -- values
and éood habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides
excellent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in
learﬁing. Next, there is opporfunity and hope -- rooted in the
dignity of work, and reward for achievement. Fourth, it's where

peopie care about their health and their environment -- and where
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a sehse of well-being and belonging is nurtured. Finally, all of
its ﬁeighborhoods are decent and safe.

Because millions of Amerigans have chosen to lead the way,
thesé are not just dreams. Théusands of whole and good
commgnities already flourish in America -- communities where
ordihary people have achieved the American Dream. We should
never lose sight of that. America is the most prosperous and
prodﬁctive, educated and enlightened nation on earth -- a nation
thatican do anything. And we can do even better.

‘We should be confident abéut what lies ahead. America has a
tracﬂ record of success -- success shaped with our own hands.
_Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we
do, ﬁe dust ourselves off, and go at it again. Every American
shouid take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each

!
of us must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
| .

déne; it's time to do better, much, much better.

:Conventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions
wereiin the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
and hand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger
government was better government: compassion measured in dollars
and dents; progress by price tag. We tried that course. As we
ended the seventies -- our economy strangling on inflation,
soaring interest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away
fromigovernment as "the answer". ’

So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free

markét. We began a decade of exceptional economic ‘growth -- and
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creaéed twenty million new jobs. Yet, many of our streets are
stili not safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions
stili trudge the path of poverty. There is more to be done; and
the ﬁarketplace alone can't solve all our problems.

Is the harsh lesson that there must always be those who are
left behind? America must have but one answer. The answer is
No. There is a better way, one that combines our efforts =--
those of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly

understood, and service to others properly engaged. This is the

only way to an America Whole and Good.

It requires all three forces of our national life. First,
it requires the power of the free market; second, a competent,
compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others --
inclﬁding what I call Points of Light. These three powerful
forcgs create the conditions for communities to be whole and good
-- and it's time we harnessed all three of then.

In our complex democracy, power is fragmented. That can be
frustrating. But on balance it's for the good. And power tends
to move toward those who serve the greater good: entrepreneurs,
like John Bryant, a young self-starter who has built a multi-
million dollar enterprise and now helps rebuild inner city Los
Angeles; caring individuals like Mack Stolarski, a retired
carpenter who now helps his student apprentices repair homes for
the poor and disabled.

And because of the power of the free market, what so much of

the world can only imagine, we take for granted: abundant food
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on the shelves of our supermarkets, and quality products at our

shopéing centers. Nothing beats the free market at generating
jobsi income, wealth, and a better quality of life.

iThe good news in communitieis is that the free market is now
applfing its resources and know-how to our social problems. Many
compénies, recognizing that tomorrow's workers are today's
studénts, are leaders of a revolution in American education --
partﬁers in our exciting America 2000 strategy. Others are
cruséders for environmental protection, while still others are
inno%ators from health care to child care.

éTransforming America requires not only the power of the free
‘markét, but also a dynamic government. To be the enlightened
instéument of the people -- the government of Jefferson and
Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of their vision -- it
must;truly be a force for good.

I believe in this kind of government -- a government of
compéssion and competence. And I believe in backing it up with
action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs. Lauren Floyd, one of
the first Head Start graduates. Now, she teaches preschoolers in
thatésame marvelous program. Her success is why we expanded Head
starﬁ by three quarters of a billion dollars. And a year ago I
signéd our child care bill to expand parents' choices in caring
for éheir children. We fought for a Clean Air Act that puts the
free market in the service of the environment -- and we won. The

Americans with Disabilities Act -- the most important Civil

Righﬁs Bill in decades —-- has brought new dignity and opportunity
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to our nation's disabled -- disability leaders like Justin Dart

and ﬁvan Kemp were right here when I signed it. I see they are
|

here 'tonight. Jack Kemp and I stood with Miss Ramona Younger in

|
Charles Houston Community Center in Alexandria, Virginia -- where

public housing tenants are becoming America's newest homeowners.
|

Dewey Stokes here, President of the Fraternal Order of Police,
want% to help make our neighborhoods safer -- that's why he
suppérts our crime bill. And if we get a civil rights bill like
the éne I sent to the Congress, we will take an important step
agai&st discrimination in the workplace.

iThis is not big government -- this is good government.

!Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
goveénment we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
lighé that is within us all. A light thaf brightens the lives of

others -- and makes whole the lives of those who shine it.

|

[Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in néed. But no one of us can solve big problems like poverty or

drug;abuse by ourselves. Only the combined light from every
schoél, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
orga%ization in every community can dissolve the darkness.

iWhether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its #orkers, a police station counsels tough kids, or third

grad%rs phone lonely homebound senior citizens, Points of L ight

show!those in need that their lives matter.
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:Government, and the market, joined with Points of Light,
willloverwhelm our social problems. This is how we must
guarﬁntee the next American Century. Every person, every
busiﬁess, every school board -- our associations, our clubs, our
places of worship -- we all have the duty to lead.

Only then, can we truly think and actlanew. Now Congress,
too, must understand the successes and failures of the past --
and ﬁelp us forge a certain future for America.

:The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to rest easy. I look out and éee so much reflected in your faces
- tﬂe strength, the conviction, the commitment. You represent
those millions of Americans who use power to achieve a greater
good. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
neighborhoods, your schools and your churches.

Last year I walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas City
with a group of men called Mad Dads. I learned more about how we
can fight crime in two hours than in two months of TV news.

Another day I visited D.C. General Hospital, and held a tiny
boardér baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict. The
remarkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies was
just as moving. 2America needs to hear that story, too.

Just a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West
Virginia school in a town called Slanesville. The National
Teachér of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is
Rae Ellen McKee and she's here tonight. Visiting her gave me the

opportunity to say to the nation, "thank God for our teachers".
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IJust yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
Jameé H. Groves Adult High School in Sussex County, Delaware, I
invited the class to join us tonight. I went there with Governor
Castle to honor these men and women who had the courage to go
back to school and get their diplomas. They honored us by
telling America to be a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

'These are the Americans who love this country for what it is
and for what it can become. These are the Americans who make
this 'a nation of boldness -- filled with problem solvers --
giftéd with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is
without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.

:This is the genius of America -- ordinary Americans doing
extr#ordinary things.

The Congress can refer our proposals to its hundreds of
committees, tie itself up with debate, and produce complicated,v
'expeﬂsive unworkable legislation. But in the end we must carry
forwdrd the magic of America. We must carry forward what is
good,’ and reach out and embrace what is best. We must do the
hard work of freedom. I know you have. I know you will.

Through you, our country can become an America Whole and Good,
For that our country is grateful, and because of that our country

will prevail.



-This kind of challenge is not new. Presidents from
Roosevelt to Ford have quite a history of encouraging the
Congress to meet a deadline: 1In fact Lyndon Johnson in his State
of the Union Address in January 1964 issued Eaﬁs.challengé€2>t£«a

%&Md

. Lyndon Johnson
Annual Message to the Congress on the State of the Union
January 8, 1964

"Let this session of Congress be known as the session which
did more for civil rlghts than the last hundred sessions !/
combined; as the session which enacted the most far-reaching tax Z-
cut of our time; as the session which declared all-out war on
human, poverty and unemployment in these United States; as the =
session which finally recognlzed the health needs of all our
older citizens; as the session which reformed our tangled
transportation and transit policies; as the session which
achieved the most effective, efficient foreign aid program ever,;é
and as the session which helped to build more homes, more 7 g
schools, more llbrarles, and more hospitals than any single g
session of Congress in the history of our Republic.

All this and more can and must be done. It can be doné‘%y
this summer, and it can be done without any increase in
spending."
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gueéts. ‘Dr. Benjamin Payton of Tuskegee Institute who brings a

lifelong commitment to our Historically Black Colleges, welcome.

! ' . .
Governors ’ . Our own White House fellow

and winner of the Distinguished Disabled American Award, welcome
to Qou, sir. To of the D.C. Céntral Kitchen and the over
sixﬁy other Points of Light wﬁo are here tonight, your work
inspires the nation. And to the rest of this extraordinary
gatﬁering -- leaders of businesses, associations, volunteer

" organizations, education partnerships,'ahd all those who make
Ame%ica_the land of opportunity, welcome to the White House.

[ I might add that also with us is Anthony Henderson, a
youﬁQster from Barcroft Eiementary School in Arlington, Virginia.
You?may recall that when I visited his class, Anthony's the one
who asked me to prove I was the President. I had to show him my
American Express Cafd. Anthony, now do you believe me?]

| Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
draﬁatic pace. America has been called upon to meet one
challenge after another. And meet them we did -- each and every
one of them. From Eastern Europe, to Panama, to the Persian
Gulf, our country stands strong as a champion of freedom for all.

. Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
proglems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
tackling the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out all my

domestic priorities -- setting out an ambitious agenda founded

upop economic growth, investing in our future, and providing

Thank you, good evening. Members of the Cabinet,dhddibt¢dPH 3: 2
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oppo%tunity to all Americans. I sent to the Congfess literally
thousands of recommendations for legislative change. Then I
specifically asked that Congress pass just two laws in a hundred
daysf-f a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a transportation
bill. It is now clear that neither will be on my desk by Friday.
8o t%night, I want to put in perspective this breakdown of our
legiﬁlative systenm.

IIt is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to éight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
Congress can't pass a highway bill in a hundred days. Most
Americans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
basic freedoms -~ denies us opportunity. They also believe we
must invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those
whoicome after us. So they don't understand the complication,
the;inaction, the bickering -- particularly when so many do
undérstand what it takes to solve problems in their own
neiqhborhoods: cohviction, compassion, and courage.

| I cannot fully_explain to the American people the inaction.
But:I éan say this as partial consolation: BAmerica's problem-
solﬁing does not begin or end with the Congress. If we wqited
for:Congressional approval to act decisivelyvagainst aggression
in ?he Persian Gulf, we would still be waiting. We didn't wait,
and now Kuwait is free. |

Yes, it would help if Congress would do what we ask and

need. But we cannot let its inaction discourage or deter us from

meeting our responsibilities.
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Tonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington's

Monument, are many extraordinary Americans, representing
thouéands of others. You bring to life the genius of the
Ame#ican spirit, and it is through you and with you that we can
solve our most pressing problems. Together we can transform
Amefica, and create communities everywhere that are whole and
goo@. Tonight, I am asking all Americahs to lead the way.

| A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.
. And:we are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.
We are indisputably the world's most powerful force fof freedonm
andgeCOnomic growth. Still, no one can deny that we have
enormous challenges. Not all Americans are living the American
Dreém. Many can't even imagine it.

| There are impoverished Americans, the poor and the homeless,
the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read.and write.
Thefe are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the:shattered families, the teénage mothers struggling to cope.
Then there are Americans uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the
dizzying pace of‘change. |

For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As

President, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
small towns and big cities, schools, neighbprhoods and
pla%grounds, facﬁories, farms, and fields. Those are the places
whe;e you discover what's good and right about our country -- and

what's going wrong, too.
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' The state of our nation is the state of our communities. As
our Fommunities flourish, our nation will flourish. 8o we must
seeﬁ a nation of whole communities, a nation of good communities
- ai Aﬁerica. Whole and Good.

. What defines such a community? First, it is one that cares
'for!the needs of its young people by building character -- valﬁés
and good habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides
excéilent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in
leaﬁning. Next, there is qpportunity and hope -- rooted in the
digﬁity of work, and reward for achievement. Fourth, it's where
peoﬁle care about their health and their environment -- and where
a sénse of well-being ahd beionging is nurtured. Finally, all of
its néighborhoods are-decént and safe.

| Because thousands of Americans have chosen to-lead the way,
theée are not just dreams. Thousands of communities like this
floﬁrish in‘America -- communities where ordinary people have
achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of that.
Amefica is the most prosperous and productive, educated and
.“enl#ghtened nation on earth -~ a nationlthat can do anything.
And we can make it even better. |

f We should bevconfident about what lies ahead. America has a
traék recofd of success =-- success shaped with our own hands.
Sométimes, in.our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we
do,iwe dust ourselves 6ff, and go at it again. We have aiways

acted out of a conviction to do what's right. Every American

should take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each
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of Gs must resblve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
donq, it's time-to do better, much, much better.

§ Conventional wisdom ih our day once held that all solutions
weré in the hands of government: call in the'beét and.brightest.
and;hand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger
' govérnment was better government: compassion measured in dollars
andicents; progress by price tag. We tried that course. As we
entéred the eighties -- our economy strangling on inflation,
soafing interest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away
from government»as "the answer". |

l So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
market. We began a decade of exceptional economic growth -~ and
created twenty million new jobs. "Yet, our streets are still not
safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions still tfudge
the path of poverty. There is more to be done; and the
ﬁarketplace alone can't solve all our problems.

. Is the harsh lesson.that there must always be those that_areA
lefL behind? America must have but one answer. The answer is
No. There is a better way, one that combines our efforts --
tho?e of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly
understood, and service to others properly channeled. This is
the way to an America Whole and Good.

| It requires all three forces of our national life.- First,
it requires the power of the free market; second, a competent

compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others --

including what I call Points of Light. These three powerful
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forces create the conditions for communities to be whole and good

-=- and it's time we harnessed all three of them.

!
I

. In our complex democracy, power is fragmented. That can be
fru#trating. But on balance it's for the good. And power tends
to move toward those who serve the greater good: entrepreneurs,
liké John Bryant, a young self-stérter who has built a
multimillion dollar.enterprise and now helps rebuild inner city
Los Angeles; caring individuals like Mack Stolarski, a retired

carpenter who now. helps his student apprenticés repair homes for

the‘poof and disabled. Mayor _. , who has kicked the
drug dealers out of his town.

- And because of the power of the free market, what so much of
the?world can only imaginé, we take for granted: abundant food
on the shelves of our supermarkets, and quality products at our
shopping centers. Nothing beats the free market at generating
good jobs, in healthy and safe workplaces.

. The good news is that the free market is now applying its

resources, creativity, and know-how, to our social problems.
Man? companies, recognizing that tomorrow's workers are today's
students, are leaders of a revolution in Amefican education --
parﬁners'in our exciting Education 2000 strategy. Others are
crusaders for environmental protection, while still others are
innévators from health care_to_child care.

| Transforming America not only requires the power of the free
marke;, government needs to be dynamic as well. To be the

ehlightened instrument of the people -- the government of
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Jefferson and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of
the#r vision -- it must trulf be a force for good.

| I believe in this kind of government -- a government of
coméa#sion and competence. And I believe in backing up that
comhitment with action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs.
Lau#en Floyd,'one of the first Head Start graduates. Now, she
teaches preschoolers in that same marvelous program. Her success .
is &hy we expanded Head Start by three quarters of a billion
dollars. And a year ago I signea our child care bill to make
child care available to those that the market cannot reach. We
fou&ht for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
seryice of the environment -- and we won. The Americans with
Disabilities Act has brought new dignity and opportunity to our
nation's disabled -- leaders of the disability community like
Justin Dart and Evan Kemp were right here when I signed it. I see
they are here tonight. Jack Kemp and I stood with Mrs. Ramona
Younger in Charles Héuston Community Center in Alexandria,
: Virginia -- where qulic housing tenants are becoming America's
newést homeowners. Our crime bill will help make America's
neighborhoéds safe.*** And if we get the kind of civil rights
bili that I sent to the Congress, we will take a dramatic step
aga?nst the blight of bigotry and discrimination. This is not
big:government -- this is gobd government.

Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the

government we must add the ethic of voluntary service -~ Points

of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
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ligﬁt that is within us all -- as fhe‘verse of Randy Travis'says,
"a ﬁay of hope in the darkest nights". Its light can brighten
thejlives of others -- and make the lives of those who shine it,

complete as well.

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve anéthef
in ﬁeed. But no one of us caﬁ solve big problems like drug abuse
or éﬁverty by ourselves. Only the combined brilliance from every
schdol, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
orgénization in every community can dissolve the darkness.

Whether a company holds an after-hours iiteracy program for
itsfworkers; a poiice station counsels tough kids, or third
graqers phone lonely homebound senior ciﬁizens, Points of light
teii those in need that their lives matter. When Points of
Light join with the power of government and the péwér of the
marketplace we can truly overwhelm stubborn social problems.
This is how we must guarantee the next American Century. Every
person, every business; every school_béard -- our associations,
our'clubs; our churches -- we all have the duty:to lead.

| Only then, can we truly think and act‘anew. Think of the

6pp6rtunity before us =-- to re;invent America. Congress too must
nowiund#rstand the successes and failures of the past -- and help
us gorge the strongest future this world can imagine.

The people gathered here tonight rebresént those who refuse
to #est easy. I look out and see so much reflected iﬁ your faces
- fhe strength, the conviction, the commitment. You represent

those millions of Americans who use power to inspire a greater
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gooé. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
nei&hborhoods, your schools and your qhurches.

- Last year I walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas City
witﬁ a group of men called ﬁad Dads. I learned more about how we
can:tight crime in two hours than in tﬁo months of TV news.
5 Another day I-visited D.C.'General Hospital, and held»a tiny
boarder baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict. The

rem&rkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies was

just as moving. America needs to hear that story, too.

- Just a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West
Viréinia school in a town called Slanesville. The National
Tea?her of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is
Rae;Ellen McKee and she's here tonight. Visiting her gave me the
opportunity to say to the nation, "thank God for our teachers".

; Just yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
Jamés H. Groves Adult High School of Sussex County, Delaware.
Governor Mike Castle [nice to see you Mike] and I went there to
honér those who had the courage to go back to school and get
their diploma. They honored us by saying to Amgrica, welmust be
a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

These are the Americans who love this country for what it is
andifor what it can become. These are the Americans who make
thié a nation of boldness -- filled with problem solvers --
gifted with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.

These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is

witﬁout'a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.
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" This is the genius of America -- crdinary Americans doing
extraordinary things.

' The Congress can refer our proposals to its hundreds of
committees, tie itself up with debate, and produce complicated,
unworkable legislation. But in the end we must carry forward the
magic of America. We must carry forward whét is good, and reach
out and embrace what is best. I know you have. I know you will.
Thrdugh you, our country can become an America Whole and Good.
For that our country is grateful, and for that our country will

endure.
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Thank you, good evening. [CEO, Point of

4¢ig§#, Government
| s - 25
Program worker, Disability activist, Governor, etc.] ‘%nd to.the
reét of this extraordinary audience, the Cabinet, the fifty
Points of Light who have joined us, the leaders of business and
inéustry and all their associations, and all the otﬁers who make
América the land of opportunity, welcome to the White House.

| Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dramatic pace. America has been called upon to meet one
chéllenge after another. And meet them we did -- each and every
one of them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to the Persian
Guif, our country has stood strong as a champion of freedom for
all. ' _

Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
préblems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
tackling the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out all my
do@estic priorities, and then I.specifically asked that they pass
juét two laws in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime
bill, and a transportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by
Friday, and that tells us something profound.
| It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
tolfight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
COﬁgress can't pass a highway bill in a hundred days. Most
Americans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
baéic freedoms -- denies us opportunity. They also believe we
must invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those

who come after us. So they don't understand the complication,
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the inaction, the bickering -- particularly when they do
understand what it takes to solve problems in their own
neighborhoods: conviction, compassion, and courage.

I don't say this to overstate Congressional inaction or run
down government. Government is not the enemy =--in many cases
government is part of the solution. Yet, there are still those
in Congress who think government alone is the answer. The
American people know better. They know it intuitively, almost
universally. When we listen, really listen, we understand very
clearly what the people are trying to tell us. They are saying
that solutions don't begin in Washington.

Tonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington's
Monument, are many extraordinary Americans, representing
thousands of others. If you will permit me, I'd like to share
some of your successes with the rest of America because you bring
to life the genius of the American spirit. Together we can
transform America, and create communities everywhere that are
whole and good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the
way.

A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.
And we are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.
Still, no one can deny that we have enormous challenges. Not all
Americans are living the American Dream. Many can't even imagine
o & o, i gt

There are impoverished Americans, the poor and the homeless,

the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.
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There are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the shattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.
Then there are Americans uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the
dizzying pace of change.

Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
intentions, the ranks of these Americans persist. That cannot
continue. I believe it is time for America to re-invent itself.
America must think and act anew -- to emerge strong and proud at
the dawn of the next American century.

For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
President, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
small towns and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and
playgrounds, factories, farms, and fields. Those are the places
where you find out what's good and right about our country -- and
what's going wrong, too.

What I have found is that the state of our nation is the
state of our communities. As our communities flourish, our
nation will flourish. 8o we must seek a nation of whole
communities, a nation of good communities -- an America, Whole
and Good.

What defines such a community? First it is a one that cares
for the needs of its young people by building character -- values
and good habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides

excellent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in

.

learning.
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cleén environment -- where a sense of well-being and belonging is
nur%ured within its people. Finally, all of its neighborhoods
are:decent and safe.

Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,
the;e are not just dreams. Thousands of communities like this
floprish in America -- communities where people like you and me
hav; achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
thai. America is the most prosperous and productive, educated
andlenlightened nation on earth =-- a nation that can do anything.
Andiwe can make it even better.

We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
tr&ck record of success -- success shaped with our own hands.
Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we
*doq we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. We have always
acted out of a conviction to do what's right. Every American
should take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each
otius must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
done, it's time to do better, much, much better.

Conventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions
wege in the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
and hand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger
gojernment was better government: compassion measured in dollars
and ceﬁts; progress by price tag. We tried that course. 'As we
== our economy strangling on inflation,

|
interest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away from

government.
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So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
market. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and

created twonty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not

llft all boats. Our staggerln budget deficit have ﬁthgad‘a

/ our,future. onr streets are #t 7”3\\
p\\\\*ﬁ\ thel ed sﬁ}}l rudge the pa h’of oyert

trled the mark plac , a thhe marketplace alone didn't solve

9 \_ all our problems. %QK
Is the harsh lesson that' there must always be those that are
left behind? America must have but one answer. The answer is
No. There is a better way, one that combines our efforts =--
those of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly

understood, and service to others properly fulfilled. This is

he way to build an America Whole and Good.

It requires all three forces of our national life. First,
it requires the power of the free market; second, a competent
compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others =--
what I call Points of Light. These three powerful forces create

N € e Fo /
the conditions/communities that are whole and good -- and it's /470f

time we harnessed all of them to transform America. i
Power belongs where it will work for the greater good. It

belongs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the

hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of light].
Let's start with the power of the free market. The

entrepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about. What so much of the world can only
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covet, we take for granted: food on the shelves of our
supermarkets, and at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality

products of infinite variety. Nothing can beat the free market

at generating goed jobs at—éecent~wagesT~*n—healt§f,and_sa£e
)¥htom<,\gnm~ﬁ and, waltty ’

“weskplages. ’ W %727

The good news is that the free market is now applying its /
resources, creativity, and know-how, to America's gur social S;ZCZK
problems. Many companies, recognizing that tomorrow's wérkers
are today's students, are leaders of a revolution in American
education -- partners in our Education 2000 strategy. Others are
crusaders for environmental protection, while still others are
innovators from health care to child care.

But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
America, government needs to be dynamic as well. To be the
instrument of the people -- the government of Jefferson and
Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of their vision -- it
must truly be a force for good.

I believe in this kind of government -- a government of
compassion and competence. And I believe in backing up that
commitment with action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs.

. She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous government

over Hhe, pasT; :ears

program called "Head Start." |We’eXpanded Head Start by $7[7&H/hbﬂ
€a §Fpercent piereasefln +he (ast +wo 5eaf5,C\-—-————/

Seems +6 [And a year ago I signed our child care bill to maﬁ?-ehi%d—e?ye- sexly
LSsum<e C_)lo.lt-&s 1‘\/\_ awfling for ‘/‘L\f./(‘ c [@//~QV\, enhone e potlen s/ Y:”Y’
cantered — vailablé}%afthdéé‘that—the~market—cannbt“reach7 We fought for a
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nvironment -- and we succeeded. The Americans with Disabilities
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Act has brought a new opportunities to our nation's disabled --
some of you were right here when I signed it. Jack Kemp and I
stood with Mrs. ___ , in Prospect Gardens project in Missouri,
where public housing tenants become America's newest homeowners.
Our crime bill will help make America's neighborhoods safe. And
if we get the kind of civil rights bill that I sent to the
Congress, we will take a dramatic step against the blight of
bigotry and discrimination. This is not big government -- this
is good government. And it too leads to communities whole and
good.

Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
government we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
light that is within us all -- as the verse of Randy Travis says,
"a ray of hope in the darkest nights".” Its light can brighten
the lives of others -- and make the lives of those who shine it,
complete as well.

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in need. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined brilliance from every
school, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
organization in every community can dissolve the darkness.

Whether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its workers, a police station counsels[égr ﬁo%ég]kids, or third ,
graders phone homebound senior citizens, Points of fight tell v

those in need that their lives matter. When Points of Light
) o o 1" $ 2 q a\
[?#ra¢+»~#aod*w4§] or  [or The DamaLss of pruy {;/
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join with the power of government and the power of the
maﬁketplace we can truly overwhelm stubborn social problems.
This is how we must guarantee the next American Century. Every
person, every business, every school board -- our associations,
our clubs, our churches -- we all have the duty to lead.

| Oonly then, can we truly think and act anew. Think of the
opportunity petore us -- to re-invent America. Congress too must
now understand the successes and failures of the past -- and help

Eto ge the strongest future_this world can imagine.

E The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to rest,easy. I look out and see so much reflected in your faces
-- the strength, the conv1ction, the commitment. You represent
those millions of Americans who use power to inspire a greater
goqd. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
neighborhoods, your schools and your churches.

Last year I walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas City
wifh a group of men called Mad Dads. I learned more about how
ouf nation fights crime in two hours than in two months of TV
neﬁs.

| In , I visited D.C. General Hospital, and held a

tiny boarder baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict.

The remarkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies
|

was juéf as moving. America needs to hear that story, too.
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Just a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West

ﬂg] Virginia school in a town called Slanesville. The National
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Rae Ellen McKee. Visiting her gave me the opportunity to say to
the nation, thank God for our teachers. [I'm proud she's here
tonight.]

Just yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
James H. Groves Adult High School of Sussex County, Delaware. I
went there to honor those who had the courage to go back to
school and get their diploma. They honored me by saying to
America, we must be a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

These are the Americans who love this country for what it is
and for what it can become. These are the Americans who make
this a nation of boldness -- filled with problem solvers =--
gifted with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is
without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.

This is the genius of America -- ordinary Americans doing
extraordinary things.

This is the genius we must carry forward. We must carry
forward what is good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I
know you will. I know you have. Through you, your country can
become an America Whole and Good. For that your country is

grateful, and fs¥ thsb-your country will¢endure, fk"AbJ
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Thank you, good evening. [CEQ, Point of‘iiggx Government

Prclbgram worker, Disability activist, Governor, etc. ]Saxnd to the
rest of this extraordinary audience, the Cabinet, the éé-@t.-rsmt‘i, Da:l’
Points of Light who have joined us, the leaders of business and
industry and all their associations, and all the others who make
America the land of opportunity, welcome to the White House.

I Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a

dramatic pace. BAmerica has been called upon to meet one

. chéllenge after another. And meet them we did =-- each and every
ekﬂ:rfffo\one of them. From(Panima wﬂif;stern Europ@) to the Persian

Gulf, our country has stood strong as a champion of freedom for

all.

Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
pr?blems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
taékling the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out all my
domestic priorities, and then I specifically asked that they pass
just two laws in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime
bill, and a transpoftation bill. Neither will be on my desk by
Friday, and that tells us something profound.

; It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
Cohgress can't pass aA?é;;;g§ﬂ§ill fﬁu; hundred days. Most
Americans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
basic freedoms -- denies us opportunity. They also believe we

must invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those

who come after us. So they don't understand the complication,
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the inaction, the bickering -- particularly when they do
understand what it takes to solve problems in their own
neighborhoods: conviction, compassion, and courage.

I don't say this to overstate Congressional inaction or run
down government. Government is not the enemy --in many cases
government is part of the solution. Yet, there are still those
in Congress who think government alone is the answer. .The
American people know better. They know it intuitively, almost
universally. When we listen, really listen, we understand very
clearly what the people are trying to tell us. They are saying
that solutions den't ﬁegin in washington.

Tonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington's
Monument, are many extraordinary Americans, representing
thousands of others. If you will permit me, I'd like to share
some of your successes with the rest of America because you bring

to life the genius of the Amerjcap-spimdif. Together we can

transform America~dn ‘ . everywhere “iabxard

:::whole and go

way.

d4.) Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the

A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.
And we are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.
Still, no one can deny that we have enormous challenges. Not all
Americans are living the American Dream. Many can't eQen imagine
it.

There are impovérished Americans, the poor and the homeless,

the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.
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There are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the;shattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.
Then there are Americans uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the
dizzying pace of change.

Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
intentions, the ranks of these Americans persist. That cannot
continue. I believe it is time for America to re-invent itself.
Amefica must think and act anew -- to emerge strong and proud at
the dawn of the next American century.

For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
Pre§ident, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
small towns and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and
pla&grounds, factories, farms, and fields. Those are the places
whe?e you find out what's good and right about our country -- and
what's going wrong, too.

wWhat I have found is that the state of our nation is the

i
!

state of our communities. As our communities flourish, our
nation will flourish. 8o we must seek a nation of whole
com#unities, a nation of good communities -~ an America, wﬁole
and _Good.

What defines such a community? First it is a one that cares
for the needs of its young people by building character -- values
and:good habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides
excéllent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in
learning. Next, there are jobs at respectable wages, and job

training too. Fourth} it's a place with good health care, and a
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clean environment -- where a sense of well-being and belonging is

i

nurtured within its people. Finally, all of its neighborhoods

are decent and safe.
|
. Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,

these are not just dreams. Thousands of communities like this

flourish in America ~- communities where people like you and me

havé achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of

that. aAmerica is the most prosperous and productive, educated
!
and enlightened nation on earth -- a nation that can do anything.

And}we can make it even better.
|
| We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a

l .. o
track record of success —-- success shaped with our own hands.

Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we

do,!we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. We have always

acted out of a conviction to do what's right. Every American
I

should take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each

of us must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've

doné, it's time to do better, much, much better.

l Conventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions

wer? in the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
and 'hand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger

govérnment was better government: compassion measured in dollars

and 'cents; progress by price tag. We tried that course. .As we

I

| . . . . .
entered the eighties -- our economy strangling on inflation,
i

intqrest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away from

|
government.
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So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free

market. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and
créated twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
1ift all boats. Our staggering budget deficits have mortgaged
our:future. Our streets are still not safe, our schools have
lost their edge, and millions still trudge the path of poverty.
We tried the market?lace, and the marketplace alone didn't solve
a11; our problems‘uwo ,l ;

' Is the harsh lesson that there must always be those.\ﬁh—a-e are
left behind? America must have but one answer. The answver is
No.i There is a better way, one that combines our efforts -

those of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly

uaderstand, and service to others properI%‘FTifiiiedt This is
the way to build an 2America Whole and Good. %1'6‘)64. .

It requires all three forces of our national life. First,
it requires the power of the free market; second, a competent

compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others --

.what I call Points of Light. These three powerful forces create

the conditions‘commun1ties

time we harnessed all of them to transform America.

; Power belongs where it will work for the greater good. It

belongs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the

whole and good =~ and it's

hands of [teacher of the year]}, in the hands of [point of light].
Let's start with the power of the free market. The

entfepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about. What so much of the world can only
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cov%et, we take for granted: Afood on the shelves of our
suﬁermarkets, and at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality
proﬂucts of infinite variety. Nothing can beat the free market
at beneratinq good jobs at decent wages, in healthy and safe
woriplaces.
. The good news is that the free market is now applying its
resburces, creativity, and know-how, to America's our social
problems. Many companies, recognizing that tomorrow's wérkers
aregtoday's students, are leaders of a revolution in American
eduEation == partners in our.ﬁg§2ation 2000 strategy. Others are
crusaders for environmental protection, while still others are
innovators from health care to child care.

| But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
Amei'ica, government needs to be dynamic as well. To be the“%‘;sm
instrument of the people -- the government of Jefferson and
Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of their vision -- it
musp truly be‘a force for good.

; I believe in this kind of government -- a government of
combassion and competence. 2And I believe in backing up that
commitment with action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs.

| . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous government
proéram called "Head Start." We expanded Head Start by $__ .
And. a year ago I signed our child care bill to make child care
available to those that the market cannot reach. We fought for a

Cle?n Air Act that puts the free market in the service of the

environment -- and we succeeded. The Americans with Disabilities
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Act has brought a new opportunities to our nation's disabled =-
some of you were right here when I signed it. Jack Kemp and I
stopd with Mrs. __ , in Prospect Gardens project in Missouri,
where public housing tenants become America's newest homeowners.
Our crime bill will help make America's neighborhoods safe. And
if we get fhe kind of civil rights bill that I sent to the
Congress, we will take a dramatic step against the blight of
bigotry and discrimination. This is not big government -- this
is good government. And it too leads to communities whole and
good.

Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
government we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
light that is within us all -- as the verse of Randy Travis says,
"a ray of hope in the darkest nights". 1Its light can brighten
the lives of others -- and make the lives of those who shine it,
complete as well.

| Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in need. d&ﬁ&ﬁ#:oné of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined;?@éééé@naavfrom every
school, every business, pléce of worship, club, group, and
organization in every community can dissolve the darkness.

' Whether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its workers, a police station counsels for tough kids, or third
graders phone:gg%égound senior citizens, Points of light tell

those in need that their lives matter. When Points of Light
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join with thejpower of government and the power of the

marketplace we can truly overwhelm stubborn social problems.
This is how we\must guarantee the next American Century. Every
per?on, every bhsiness, every school board -- our associations,

our. clubs, our
|

Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Think of the

~- wa all have the duty to lead.

opportunity before us -- to re-invent America. Congress too must
now understand the successes and failures of the past -~ and help
us forge the strongest future this world can imagine.

I The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to #est easy. I look out and see so much reflected in your faces
-- the strength, the conv1ct10n, the commitment. You represent
thosle millions of Americans who use powex'atfod-@.gégﬁm a greater
good. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
neighborhoods, your schools and your churches.

? Last year I walked through reclaimed blocks in Kansas City
with a group of men called Mad Dads. I learned more about how
ourination fights crime in two hours than in two months of TV
news.

: In , I visited D.C. General Hospital, and held a
tinﬁ‘boarder baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict.

The Eemarkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies
was just as moving. America needs to hear that story, too.

EJust a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West

Virg?nia school in a town called Slanesville. The-National

Teacher of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is
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Rae Ellen McKee. Visiting her gave me the opportunity to say to
the?nation, thank God for our teachers. ([I'm proud she's here
ton&ght.]

; Just yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
Jamgs H. Groves Adult High School of Sussex County, Delaware. I
wenf there to honor those who had the courage to go back to
school and get their diploma. They honored me by saying to
ﬁmeiica, we must be a nation dedicated to lifelong learning.

These are the Americans who love this country for what it is
and:for what it can become. These are the Americans who make
thié a nation of boldness -- filled with problemvsqlvers -
gif%ed with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
Thege are the Americans who prove that no one in America is
without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.

' This is the genius of America -- ordinary Americans doing
extraordinary things.

' This is the genius we must carry forward. We must carry
for&ard what is good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I
knoﬁ you will. I know you have. Through you, your country can
becéme an America Whole and Good. For that your country is

grateful, and for that your country will endure.
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Thank you, good evening. Rae

llen McKee, our Q?Eﬁﬂﬁﬁ} p

(Jones] Head Start graduate

H 2: g

and now Head Start Program Chair, welcome. [John Smith] CEO of

the ABC Corporation, welcome to you, sir. And to the rest of

this

Mike

joine
assocC

oppox

dramatic pace.
challenge after ano;hg;i
of them. From/(

has stood as a champion of freedom.

astern Europg

S B

extraordinary audience -- thg governors,[I see Delaware's
Castle], the Cabinet, the ﬁééLy Points of LightﬂG;;\hAVé
d us, the leaders of business and industry and all their
iations, and all the others who make America the land of
tunity, welcome to the South Lawn of the White House.
Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a

America has been called upon to meet one

§Pd wve met them -- each and every one

, to Kuwait, our country

Ninetf-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent

problems in our own backyard with the same energy we dedicated to B

tackling the crisis in the Gulf.

Though I spelled out all my
.

domestic priorities, I specifically asked that they pass just two

laws

in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a

transportation bill. ©Neither will be on my desk by Friday, and

that

tells us something profound.

ight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why a

It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill

mighsiay bill can't pass in a hundred days. They don't understand

complication, the inaction, the bickering -~

N\

a\wwa—?vv

particularly
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when |[they do understand what it takes to solve problems in their
own neighborhoods.

I don't mention this to bash the Congress. I don't mention
this |[to run down government. Government is not the enemy --in
many |cases government is part of the solution. Yet, there are
still those in Congress who think government is the only

' soluéion. The American people know better. Almost universally,
intuitively, they know that solutions don't begin in Washington
D.C. | When we politicians listen to the people, we understand

very |clearly what the people are trying to tell us.

Tonightp, gathered here in the twilight shadow of

Washington's Monument, are many extraordinary Americans. Yf=~you=m

You demonstrate everyday how working together

¥ i St RS
we cﬁn ::i;gﬁggﬁfé domestic problems. Together we can transform
Amer

i,;, and create communities everywhere that are whole and

_gBod. Tonight I am aﬁiimuuall Americans to lead the way.

FA great nation must=hase the courage to be self-critical.
And &e are a great nation. No one can deny that we have enormous
problems. Many of our communities are in serious trouble -- not
all Americans are living the American Dream. Many Americans
can't even imagine it. |

There is the impoverished America, the poor and the

homeless, the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and
write. There is the America gone astray, the kids on drugs, the

broken families, the teenage mothers. And then there is an
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America uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the dizzying pace of
change.

6ver these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
intentions, the ranks of these Americans have grown. That cannot
continue. The quesfion is, what to do about it. I believe, it
is time for ARmerica to re~invent itself. Time for America to
thinL and act anew -=- and plan for the next American century.
For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
President, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is getting out
and talking with the people. Small towns, big cities, schools,
neighborhoods and playgrounds, factories, farms, and fields --
thosé are the places where you find out what's good andvright
about our country —; and what's going wrong, too.

I grew up blessed with a loving family, a host of friends,
and a lot of breaks. The American Dream was a family, a career,
and a chance to make the world a better place -- and I believed
it st literally around every corner. All youAhad to do was
believe in yourself, work hard, respe

| | 22y

God. e principles axe-krmif

ct others, and have faith in

-

ig. But now, after a
lifetipfe of expériences, I think there's more to the American
ym, and more to achieving it. 1It's not as simple as I once
ght. Yet it's not that complicated either.

The state of our nation is the sum of its communities. If
communities are in trouble, our nation's in trouble. 8o we

seek a nation of communities that are whole and good.

¥

.
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What definesiwhole and good? First it is a community that

cares for the needs of its young people by building character,
values and good habits for life. Second, it's a community that
proJides excellent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong
intérest in learning. Next, there are jobs at respectable
wag%s, and job training too. Fourth, it's a place with good
hea#th care, and a clean environment -- where a sense of well-
bei%q and belonging is nurtured within its people. Finally, its
neiéhborhoods are decent and 'safe.

E Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,
theﬁe are thousands of communities just like that in America.
The% are communities where millions upon millions of Americans
hav% achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
tha%. Ameriga is the most prosperous and productive, educated
and;enlightened nation on earth. And we're going to keep it that
way%

i We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
traék record of success. We have shaped that success with our
own!hands. Somefimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes —
butiwhen we do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. But
we ﬂave always acted out of a conviction to do what's right.
Eve%y American should think about that, just for a moment, and
feeﬂ proud. But for all the good we've done, it's time to do
betéer, much, much better.

! Conventional wisdom once held that all solutions were in the

|
hands of government: call in the best and brightest and hand
|
i
|
|
!
|
!
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overlthe keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was
bettér government: compassion measured in dollars and cents;
progress by price tag. We tried that course. When we entered
the éighties -~ our economy strangling on inflation,
unemployment, and sky-high interest rates -- America turned away
from\government.

!SO conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
markét. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and
created twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
1ift all boats. Our staggering budget deficits have mortgaged

our future. And twenty million new jobs later, our streets are

still not safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions

'Will there always be thggzhgﬁﬁt are left behind? Ahéiica

s ed)

must answer unequivocally. The answer is No. Because there is

bettér way, one that combines our efforts -- those of a

government properly defined, the marketplace pr esdoed,

|
and service to others properly £m@@é&¥£27\

iDuring this past year we have witnessed America at its best.

The War in the Gulf was not just a military achievement. It was
muchx much more. It was a victory for the parents who believe in
the talent of our you@gngople; a victory for workers who believe

America can produce[;ua ity/like the Patriot missile; a victory

for qeighbors who help nei =Qutpouring of support for

i i 4
our men and women in the a icent. It was also our
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government at its best.

Cllk 1rbdzé€3 are.

America's triumph was, in short, the

conquest of doubt.

i We can learn from thiis experience to build communities that

are ;whole and good all acrioss America. It requires all three

i
f

for#es of our national life. First, there is the magic of the

freé market; second, a government that acts competently and
|

coméassionately; third, the| ethic of serving others -- what I

cali Points of Light -- &8 ,/vital to America's future. These
|

thrée powerful forces worked in common purpose in the Gulf.

Rigﬂt here at home, each is crucial to creating the conditionms

for whole and good communities -- and it's time we harnessed all

and hose who credte

{ Power belongs where it will work for the greater Jood. It
|
beldngs in the hands of people who seize opportunities

belqngs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like : in the

of ﬁhem to transform America.

It

| )
hands of [teacher of the year), in the hands of ‘ﬁ%int of éight .
Let's start with the power of the free market. The

entrepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

bout. What
abunday

sed on the shelves of our supermarkets,

what I'm talking 4 s0 much of the world only covets,

we take for grank

and at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality products of

infibite variety. Nothing has proved better than the free market
|

at generating good jobs at decent wages, in workplaces that are

safe and healthy.

The good news is that the free market is now applying its

resources and know-how, its creativity and sense of purpose, t

fA{ack {«fblars/(,} 6T
D.C. Cewht(((theh
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many of our social problems. Numerous companies, recognizing

that tomorrow's workers are today's students, are leaders bf a

revolution in American education -- partners with us in our
!

Education 2000 strategy. Others are leading the way in
envi#onmental protection, wﬁile still others are actively
promgting innovation from health care to child care.

iBut the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
America, government needs to be dynamic as well. Today our
gove?nment guarantees our rights, and our liberties. It provides
an important safety net for the needy. It creates economic
inceﬁtives, settles disputes within the marketplace, and supports
our ﬁational infrastructure. But to be the government of
Jefferson and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- the/\nst?:uu nt ecgf the

people -— it must truly be a fopee _for good. A compassionate and

compétent government must helplts sform America.

'I believe in this kind of government. Here tonight, for
éxample is Mrs. "« She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous
gove?nment program this Administration expanded called "Head
Start." And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make
chil? care available to those that the market cannot reach. We

fougﬁt for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the

service of the environment -- and we

1t. 'Jack Kemp and I stood w1;‘ , in Prospect Garden

W o\
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of America's newest homeowners. Our crime bill will help make
Ameéica's neighborhoods safe. And if we get the kind of civil
rights bill that I sent to the Congress, we will take a dramatic
steq against discrimination in the workplace. This is not big
govérnment, this is good government. And it too leads to
comﬁunities whoie and good.

i Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
gove%nment we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of Lﬁght. It is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
light that is within us all -- the light that can brighten the
live; of others -- and make the lives of those

| :
complete as well.

. Points fﬂ??&ﬁ:ht is a call to every American to serve another
in need. { Q%b ne of us can solve big prgblems like drug abuse
or poverty by odurselves. Only the combined jatkentse

|
school, every business, place of worship, club, group, and

m < W“-‘“”L’] Chn af/ﬁfb/Ve fhe dorles .

organlzatlonﬁ

| Whether it's a company's after-hours llteracy program for

its Qorkers, or a law firm's mentorﬂgrﬁﬁ:isey a police station's

counsellng sessions for tough kids, or third graders who phone{i &

homegound senior citizens, Points of light are giving those in

needia sense that someone cares, that they matter and belong.
EWhen Points of Light join with the power of government and

the éwesome power of the marketplace we can truly overwhelm

social problems in America. This is how we must guarantee the

! . / *
next!Amerlcanlzéntury. Every one of us, our businesses, our
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-- all

| 4 ‘
school boards, our associations, our clubs, our

of us have the responsibility to lead.
| Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Our challenge
is to re-invent America -- understand the successes ailures
| 4 Vor ks
of the past -~ and create an -amis=bous approach for the fu
We have always been a nation of problem solvers -- a people

awa#e of the responsibility to live up to our ideals. No one in

America is without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to

You represent those millj Americans who use
a greater good. We mus T what is

e what is best.

I know you will.

I know you have:

—

youf country will endure.
|

For that your country is grateful, and
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TeaLher of the Year, welcome. Mrs. [Jones] Head Start graduate
|

Thank you, good evening. Rae Ellen McKee, our 9?2&%Pﬁ},Pq
0 2:&6

and‘now Head Start Program Chair, welcome. [John Smith] CEO of
the ABC Corporation, welcome to you, sir. And to the rest of
this extraordinary audience -- the governors, [I see Delaware's

|
Mike Castle], the Cabinet, the fifty Points of Light who have

joined us, the leaders of business and industry and all their-
ass$ciations, and all the others who make America the land of.
oppértunity, welcome to the South Lawn of the White House.

Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dramatic pace. America has been called upon to meet one
challenge after another. And we met them -- each and every one
of them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to Kuwait, our country
has stood as a champion of freedom.

. Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent

problems in our own backyard with the same energy we dedicated to

tackling the crisis in the Gulf. Though I spelled out all ny
dom%stic priorities, I specifically asked that they pass just-two
lawg in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a
transportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by Friday, and -

that! tells us something profound.

It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill

to fﬁght crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why a
|

highway bill can't pass in a hundred days. They don't understand

the complication, the inaction, the bickering -~ particularly
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when they do understand what it.takes to solve problems in their

own| neighborhoods.

I don't mention this to bash the Congress. I don't mention
thiF to run down government. Government is not the enemy --in
man& cases government is part of the solution. VYet, there are
sti&l those in Congress who think government is the only
solﬁtion. The American people know better. Almost universally,
int#itively, they know that solutions don't begin in Washington
D.cL When we politicians listen to the people, we understand
ver¥ clearly what the people are trying to tell us.

i Tonight , gathered here in the twilight shadow of
Was$ihgtonis Monument, are many extraordinary Americans. If-you
wil% permit me, I'd like to share some of your successes with the
resé of America. You demonstrate everyday how working together

|
we ¢an solve acute domestic problems. Together we can transform

America, and create communities everywhere that are whole and

|
good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the wvay.

|

i A great nation must have the courage to be self-critical.
And%we are a great nation. No one. can deny that we have enormous
proﬁlems. Many of our communities are in serious trouble ~- not
all Americéns are living the American Dream. Many Americans
can't even. imagine it.
There is. the impoverished America, the poor and the
homeless, the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and

write. There is the America gone astray, the kids on drugs, the

broﬁen families, the teenage mothers. And then there is an
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AmeFiCa uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the dizzying pace of
chahge.
i over tﬁese last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
int%ntions, the ranks of these Americans have grown. That cannot
con%inue. The question is, what to do about it. I believe, it
is #ime for America to re-invent itself. Time for America to
thiﬁk and act anew -- and plan for the next American century.

| For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. Aas
Pre%ident, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is getting out
and{talking with the people. Small towns, big cities, schools,
neighborhoods and playgrounds, factories, farms, and fields --
tho%e are the places where you find out what's good and right
abo#t our country -- and what's going wrong, too.

; I grew up blessed with a loving family, a host of friends,
and 'a lot of breaks. The American Dream was a family, a career,
and 'a chance to make the world a better place -- and I believed
it ﬁas literally around every corner. All you had to do was
bel#eve in yourself, work hard, respect others, and have faith in
Godﬂ Those principles are indeed enduring. But now, after a
lifetime of experiences, I think there's more to the.American

|
Dreah, and more to achieving it. 1It's not as simple as I once

|
thought. Yet it's not that complicated either.
The state of our nation is the sum of its communities. If
our communities are in trouble, our nation's in trouble. So we

must seek a nation of communities that are whole and good.
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What defines whole and good? First it is a community that
cares for the needs of its young people by building character,
values and good habits for life. Second, it's a community that
provides excellent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong

interest in learning; Next, there are jobs at respectable

O\)AL"‘LQ Mee 97
wages, andqjob training too. Fourth, it's a place with good

health care, and a clean environment -- where a sense of well-
being and belonging is nurtured within its people. Finally, its
neighborhoods are decent and safe.

Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,
there are thousands of communities just like that in America.
They are communities where millions upon millions of Americans
have achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
that. America is the most prosperous and productive, educated
and enlightened nation on earth. And we're going to keep it that
way.

We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
track record of success. We have shaped that success with our
own hands. Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --
but when we do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. But
we have always acted out of a conviction to do what's right.
Every American should think about that, just for a moment, and
feel proud. But for all the good we've done, it's time to do
better, much, much better.

Conventional wisdom once held that all solutions were in the

hands of government: call in the best and brightest and hand
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over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was
better government: compassion measured in dollars and cents;
prégress by price tag. We tried that course. When we entered
thﬁ eighties -- our economy strangling on inflation,

unemployment, and sky-high interest rates ~- America turned away
|
from government.

! So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
market. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth ---and
creéted twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
1if£ all boats. Our staggering budget deficits have mortgaged
our future. And twenty million new jobs later, our streets are
still hot safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions
stiil trudge the path of poverty. We tried the marketplace, and

the marketplace alone didn't solve all our problems.

i Will there always be those that are left behind? America
|

must answer unequivocally. The answer is No. Because there is a
P
better way, one that combines our efforts =-- those of a

gov%rnment properly defined, the marketplace properly understood,
’ and;service to others properly fulfilled.

? During this past year we have witnessed America at its best.
The!War in the Gulf was not just a military achievement. It was
mucﬂ much more. It was a victory for the parents who believe in
the,talent of our young people; a victory for workers who believe

Ameqlca can produce quality like the Patriot missile; a victory
|

for neighbors who help neighbors -- the outpouring of support for
|

| . ces
our men and women in the Gulf was magnificent. It was also our

|
|
|
|
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goernment at its best. 2America's triumph was, in short, the
conhuest of doubt.

} We can learn from this experience to build communities that
are%whole and good all across America. It requires all three
forces of our national life. First, there is the magic of the
freL market; second, a government that acts competently and
comgassionately; third, the ethic of serving others =-- yhatiI
cal% Points of Light -- is vital to America's future. These
thr%e powerful forces worked in common purpose in the Gulf.
Rig#t here at home, each is crucial to creating the conditions
for!whole and good communities -- and it's time we harnessed all
of #hem to .transform America.

’ Power belongs where it will work for the greater good. It
bel%ngs in the hands of people who seize opportunities. It
beléngs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the

hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of light].
|

! Let's start with the power of the free market. The

entﬁepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly
wha? I'm talking about. What so much of the world only covets,

|
we take for granted: food on the shelves of our supermarkets,

and‘at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality products of

infﬂnite variety. Nothing has proved better than the free market

at &enerating good jobs at decent wages, in workplaces that are

safe and healthy.

! The good news is that the free market is now applying its

resources and know-how, its creativity and sense of purpose, to

.’
|
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many of our social problems. Numerous companies, recognizing
that tomorrow's workers are today's students, are leaders of a
revolution in American education -- partners with us in our
Education 2000 strategy. Others are leading the way in
environmental protection, while still others are actively
promoting innovation from health care to child care.

But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
America, government needs to be dynamic as well. Today our
government guarantees our rights, and our liberties. It provides
an important safety net for the needy. It creates economic
incentives, settles disputes within the marketplace, and supports
our national infrastructure. But to be the government of
Jefferson and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- the instrument of the
people -- it must truly be a force for good. A compassionate and
competent government must help transform America.

I believe in this kind of government. Here tonight, for
example is Mrs. . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous
government program this Administration expanded called "Head
Start." And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make ////j}jﬁv
child care available to those that the market cannot reachff”ﬁg
fought for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
service of the environment -- and we succeeded. The Americans

with Disabilities Act has broughtC%Z?ew opportunities to our

nation's disabled -- some of you were right here when I signed
he

it. Jack Kemp and I stood with Mrs. i iedProspect Gardens

T

(i;fgisggﬁin Missouri, where public housing tenants join the ranks

/éu_w/‘j )%
74
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of America's newest homeowners. Our crime bill will help make

8

Ameéica's neighborhoods safe. And if we get the kind of civil
rig#ts bill that I sent to the Congress, we will take a dramatic
ste? against discrimination in the workplace. This is not big
government, this is good government. And it too leads to
communities whoie and good. _

‘ Finally, along with the forces of the free market and the
govérnment we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Points
of %ight. It is not a phrase about charity. It is about the
light that is within us all -- the light that can brighten the
livés of others -- and make the lives of those who shine it,
comélete as well.

i Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in 4eed. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
or éoverty by ourselves. Only the combined attention from every
sch%ol, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
org%nization can turn the tide.

i Whether it's a company's after-hours literacy program for
itslborkers, or a law firm's mentoring class, a police station's
couﬁseling sessions for tough kids, or third graders who phone
homebound senior citizens, Points of light are giving those in
need!a sense that someone cares, that they matter and belong.

%When Points of Light join with the power of government and

the awesome power of the marketplace we can truly overwhelm
| .

sociél problems in America. This is how we must guarantee the

next American Century. Every one of us, our businesses, our

)
|
I
!
|
1
|
|
|
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|
school boards, our associations, our clubs, our churches -- all
of hs have the responsibility to lead.

| Only then, can we,truly thlnk and act anew. Our challenge

is to re-invent Amerlca == understand the successes and failures
of the past -- and create an ambitious approach for the future.
We have always been a nation of problem solvers -—- a people

| : .
aware of the responsibility to live up to our ideals. No one in
Ame#ica is without a gift to give, a skill to shaie, a hand to

offér.
i The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to #est easy. You represent those millions of Americans who use
powér to ihspire a greater good. We must carry forward what is
gooq, aﬁd reach out and embrace what is best. I know you will.

I know you have. For that your country is grateful, and for that

youf country will endure.
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Thank you, good evening. Rae Ellen McKee, our National

Teacher of the Year, welcome. Mrs. [Jones] Head Start graduate

L .
and now Head Start Program Chair, welcome. [John Smith] CEO of T@!C W
o (
the ABC Corporation, welcome to you, sir. And to the rest of N iie
this extraordinary audience -- the governors,[I see Delaware's

Mike Castle], the Cabinet, the fifty Points of Light who have

joined us, the leaders of business and industry and all their

associations, and all[ﬁheyé%geré]who have made America the land *

of opportunity, welcome to the Sputhtpawn of the White House. i§?
{?ver tﬁg) é%”@ﬂI%iggmgggﬁgjﬁﬁ:zﬁﬁgiﬁzzhas changed at a

dramatic pace. America has been called upon to meet one

“challénge after another. And we. met them -- each and every one

of them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to Kuwait, our country

f/Mn?f [/

(has sto éjas a champion of freedom. g
Nlnety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
problems in our own backyard with the same energy we dedlcated to N
tackling Epe crisis in the Gulf. I asked that they passliéggjzdé P
laws in(ﬁghundred dggé)-- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a g
transportation bill. Neither will be on mywq§§§ Py Frlday, and e
2

that tells us something profound.
It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days. They don't
understand the complication, the inaction, the bickering --
particularly when they do understand what it takes to solve

problems in their own neighborhoods.
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I don't mention this to bash the Congress. I don't mention

this to run down government. The government is not the enemy --

r K F )}
bold 1t )

in many cases the government is{Earf of th :solutioﬂ; Yet, there °
are still those in Congress who think government is the only
solution. The American people disagree. Almost universally,
intuitively, they know that solutions don't beginé§£LWashington e
D.C. If politicians would just listen to the people, they would
begin to understand what America is trying to tell us.

Tonight, gathered here in the twilight shadow of
Washington's Monument, are many extraordinary Americans. If you
will permit me, I'd like to share some of your successes with the
rest of America. You have already demonstrated how working
together we can solve acute domestic problems. You already
grasp the need to combine our efforts -- those of a government
properly defined, the marketplace properly understood, and
service to others properly fulfilled. Together we can transform
America, and create communities everywhere that are whole and
good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the way.

We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
track record of success. We have shaped that success with our
own hands. Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --
but when we do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. But
we have always acted out of a conviction to do what's right.
Every American should think about that, just for a moment, and
feel proud. But for all the good we've done, it's time to do

better, and plan for the next American century.
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For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As

President, part of my job -- an exc1t1ng part -- is gettlng out

200nds’ Dit. impentus - HOW dabout “working Amencass” s " Aencans —From ol
and talking with| the people. Small towns, big cities, SChOOIS'Vﬁykipc
neighborhoods and playgrounds, factories, farms, and fields --
those are the places where you find out what's good and right
about our country -- and what's going wrong, too.

I grew up blessed with a loving family, a host of friends,
and a lot of breaks. I defined the American Dream as a family, a
career, and a chance to make the world a better place -- and I
believed it was literally around every corner. I believed that
all you had to do to succeed was believe in yourself, work hard,
respect others, and have faith in God. I still try to follow
those princlples each day. But now, after a lifetime of
experiences, I think there's more to the American Dream, and more
to achieving it.

It's not as simple as I once thought. Nor is it that
complicated either. The state of our nation is the sum of her
communities. If our communities are in trouble, our nation's in
trouble. So we must seek a nation of communities that are whole
and good. What defines whole and good?

First it is a community that cares for the needs of its
young people by building character, values and good habits for
life. Second, it's a community that provides excellent schools -
- schools that spark a lifelong interest in learning. Next,

there are jobs at respectable wages, and job training too.

Fourth, it's a place with good health care, and a clean
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environment -- where a sense of well-being and belonging is
nurtured within its people. Finally, its neighborhoods are
decent and safe.

Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,
there are thousands of communities just like that in America.
They are communities where millions upon millions of Americans
have achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
that. Across the board, America is the most prosperous and
poduptive, sducated wnd snlighkensd nakion op earth. ARd e
intend it keep it that way.

But a great nation must have the courage to be self-
critical. And we are a'great nation. No one.can deny thét we
have enormous problems. Many of our communities are in serious
trouble -- not all Americans are living the American Dream. Many
Americans can't even imagine it.

There is the impoverished America, the poor and the
hopeless, the hungry and the homeless. There are those unable to
read and write. There is the America gone astray, the kids on
drugs, the broken families, the teenage mothers. And then there
is an America uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the dizzying
pace of change.

Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
intentions, the ranks of these Americans have grown. That cannot
continue. The question is, what to do about it. I believe, it
is time for America to[;e-invent itself;} Time for America to

think and act anew -- and plan for the next American century.
)
this stiikes me as very
abstract ( the object
of Hhc sentence 16 mfwgﬁk)'“
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Conventional wisdom once held that all solutions were in the
hands of government: call in the best and brightest and hand
over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was
better government: compassion measured in dollars and cents;

. . A <.‘“1("C(_i1(d€ aa90 - &
progress by price tag. We tried that course. -After twenty

was
years;—with{our economy/strangling on inflation, unemployment,

per Larfq

iJhdéql/

and sky-high interest rates,iAmerica turned away from government.
So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
exceptithal W inflatiomn

market. We began a decade of~unpara%ieied€economic growthA-— and/?ij \
hrﬁ&_{\

created twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
1ift all boats. Twenty million new jobs later, our streets are
still not safe, our schools have lost their édge, and millions
still trudge the path of poverty. We tried the marketplace, and
learned that alone, it didn't solve all our problems either.

Will there always be those that are left behind? America
must answer unequivocally. The answer is No.

During this past year we have witnessed America at its best.
The War in the Gulf was not just a military achievement. It was
something much, much more. It was a victory for the parents who
believe in the talent of our young people; a victory for workers
who believe America can produce quality like the Patriot missile;
a victory for neighbors who help neighbors -- the outpouring of
support right here at home for our men and women in the Gulf was
magnificent. It was also our government at its best. America's

triumph was, in short, the conquest of doubt.
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We can learn from this experience to see how to build
communities that are whole and good all across America. It
requires all three forces of national life. First, there is the
magic of the free market; second, a government that acts
competently and compassionately; third, the ethic of serving
others -- what I call Points of Light =-- is vital to America's
future. These three powerful forces worked in common purpose in
the Gulf. Right here at home, each is crucial to creating the
conditions for whole and good communities -- and it's time we
harnessed all of them to transform America.

Power belongs where it will work for the greater good. It
belongs in the hands of people who seize opportunities. It |
belongs in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the j@ikﬁ*é ¥
hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of light].
We have within our reach the power to transform America.

Let's start with the force of the free market. The

entrepreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about.

What so much of the world only covets, we take for granted:
food on the shelves of our supermarkets, and at our shopping
centers, cutting-edge, quality products of infinite variety.
Nothing has proved better than the free market at generating good
jobs at decent wages, in workplaces that are safe and healthy.

The good news is that the free market is now applying its
resources and know-how, its creativity and sense of purpose, to

many of our social problems. Numerous companies, recognizing
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that tomorrow's workers are today's students, are leaders of a
revolution in American education. They are partners with us in
our Education 2000 strategy. Others are leading the way in
environmental protection, while still others are actively
promoting innovation from health care to child care.

But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
America, government needs to be dynamic as well. Today our
government guarantees our rights, and our liberties. It provides
an important safety net for the needy. It creates economic
incentives, settles disputes within the marketplace, and supports
our national infrastructure. But to be the government of
Jeffersbn and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- the instrument of the
people -- it must truly be a force for good. A compassionate and
competent government must help transform America.

I believe in this kind of government. Here tonight, for

example is Mrs. . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous

o {’Qm:' a
ol

government program this Administration expanded called "Head bfl-

Start." And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make Vi
e e RV —

child care available to those that the market cannot reach. We
fought for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
service of the environment -- and we succeeded. The Americans

s

with Disabilities Act has brought/a/new opportunities to our vV

o

»

nation's disabled -- some of you weréright here when I signed it.)”

.. Bertha @r/ka; . Cochran .

Jack Kemp and I stood with Mrs. / 1n Prospect Gardens project
(st.Lovrs)

in Missouri, to make America's public housing tenants America's

newest homeowners. And our crime bill will help make America's



Py

8

neighborhoods safe. This is not big government, this is good

gover?ment. And it too leads to communities whole and good.

gl . . . oy
Finally, for America to be a nation of these communities,

the forces of the free market and the government by themselves

are not enough. To them must be added the ethic of voluntary

service -- Points of Light. It is not a phrase about charity.

It is|about the light that is within us all -- thé light that can
brighten the 1ives‘6f others =-- and make the lives of those who
shine | it, complete as well.

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another

in need. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse

or poﬁerty by ourselveé."Only the combined aﬁteﬁfipn from evéry
school, every business, place of worship, club, group,'and
organization can turn the tide. |

Whether it's a company's after-hours literacy program for
its workers, or a law firm's mentoring class, a police station's

counseling sessions for tough kids, or third graders who phone

homebound senior citizens, Points of light are giving those in

need sense that someone cares, that they matter and belong.

I
.Then Points of Light join with the power of government and

the awesome power of the marketplace we can truly overwhelm

social problems in America. This is how we must usher in the

next American Century. Every one of us, our businesses, our

school boards, our associations, our ciubs, our churches -- all

of us| have the responsibility to lead.
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Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Our challenge

is to re-invent America -- understand the successes and failures
of the past -- and create an ambitious approach for the future.
We have always been a nation of problem solvers -- a people

aware of the responsibility to live up to our ideals. No one in
America is without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to
offer.

The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to rest easy. You represent those millions of Americans who use
power to inspire a greater good. We must carry forward what is
good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I know you will.

I know you have. For that your country is gréteful, and for that

your country will endure.

H ilﬁ %il
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Thank you, Qood evening. Rae Ellen McKee, our E?E&@Pﬁflnfz:bs
Teacher of the Year, welcome. Mrs. [Jones] Head Start graduate
and| now Head Start Program Chair, welcome. [(John Smith] CEO of

the| ABC Corporation, welcome to you, sir. And to the rest of

this extraordinary audience -- the governors, [I see Delaware's
Mike Castle], the,Cabiﬁet, the fifty Points of Light who have
joined us,.the leaders of business and industry and all their
associations, and all the others who make America the land of
opportunity, welcome to the South Lawn of the White House.
Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a

drathig pace. America has been called upon to meet one .
.'chailenge‘after another. And we met them -- each and every one |
of them. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to Kuwait, our'country
has |stood as a champion of freedom.
Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to fackle the urgent
problems in our own backyard with the same energy we dedicated to
tackling the crisis in the Gulf. Though I spelled out all my
domestic priorities, I specifically asked that they pass just two
laws in a hundred days -- a comprehensive énti-crime bill, and a
transportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by Fridaf, and
that tells us something profound.
It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why a
highway bill can't pass in a hundred days. They don't understand

the complication, the inaction, the bickering -- particularly
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when they do understand what it takes to solve problems in their

2

I
own’neighborhoods.

| ainazE  lomttess onme wATON oK
I don't mentlon this to bash the—Congress. I—don'‘t—mention

€his to run down government. Government is not the enemy --in

many cases government is part of the solution. Yet, there are

|

l
still those in Congress who think government is the only
sol?tion. The Amefican people know better. Almost universally,

1ntu1t1vely, they know that solutxons don't begln in washington

D. c. [ﬁhen we politicians listen to the people, we understand

very clearly what the people are trying to tell usi]
|
| Tonlght » gathered here in the tw111ght shadow of

!
e

Washlngton s Monument are many extraordinary Americans. If you
|

wil} permit me, I'd like to share some of your successes with the
resé of America. You demenstrate everyday how working together
We can solve acute domestic problems. Together.we can transform
Amefica, and c;eate cemmunities everywhere that are whole and

good. Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the way.
| IS B NATIar, WIlyns 70 EXBIWNE JTSEF.

| A great nation must-have the-ecourage—to—be—self-eriticals
|

And \we are a great nation. No one can deny that we have enormous

f&gé Many of our communities are in serious trouble -- not

all Americans are living the American Dream. Many Americans
can't even imagine it.
There is the impoverished America, the poor and the

homeless, the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and

Wriﬁe. There is the America gone astray, the kids on drugs, the

|
" broken families, the teenage mothers. And then there is an

I
|
|
|
1
|
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America uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the dizzying pace of

change.

Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best

intentions, the ranks of these Americans have That cannot

continue. The question is, what to do about it. I believe, it

Qg;ﬂganéﬁ is time—for-America—te-re-invent-itself. Time for America to
ﬁﬁFfﬁffa think and act anew -- and plan for the next American centﬁry.

For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
President, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is getting out
anditalking with the people. Small towns, big cities, schools,
pei%hborhoods and playgrounds, factories, farms, and.fields.Qf-'.
tﬁoée are Fhe places where you find out what's good ahd'right
apout our countfy == and what's going wrong, too.

I grew up blessed with a loving family, a host of friends,

50”‘2?; sd andia lot o The American Dream was a family, a career,

g andia chance to make the world a better place -- and I believed
it &as literally around every corner. Aall you had to dd was
believe in yourself, work hard, respect others, and have faith in
God. Those principleé are indeed enduring.. But now, after a

lifetime of experiences, I think there's more to. the American

wepr 7 - Dream, and more to achieving it. It's not as simple as I once

thought. VYet it's not that complicated either.
The state of our nation is the sum of its communities. 1If
our communities are in trouble, our nation's in frouble. 8o we

must seek a nation of communities that are whole and good.




i
|
| 4

1

| What defines whole and good? First it is a community that
cares for the needs of its young people by building character,
valhes and good habits for life. Second, it's a community that
provides excellent schools -- schools that spark a lifelong

interest in learning. Next, there are jobs at Trespectable 7

wagés, and job training too. Fourth, it's a place with good

hea}th care, and a clean environment -- where a sense of well-
beihg and belonging is nurtured within its people. Finally, its
neighborhoods are decent and safe.

Because thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,

there are thousands .of comminities just like that.in America.

They are communities where millions upon millions of Americans
hav§ achieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of

|
thaF. America is the most prosperous and productive, educated

' ) Lnd oy
and| enlightened nation on earth. And we're going to keep—it that
Foovdazon '
waYs

We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
track record of success. We have shaped that success with our

]
own| hands. Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --

but| when we do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. But
we ?ave always acted out of a conviction to do what's right.
Eveky Americah should think about that, just for a moment, and
fee; proud. But for all the good we've done, it's time to do
bet%er, much, much better.

Conventional wisdom once held that’all solutions were in the

hands of government: call in the best and brightest and hand




NILL - 75

|

|

| :
ove% the keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was
better government: compassion measured in dollars and cents;
pro%ress by price tag. We tried that course. When we entered

the eighties -- our économy strangling on inflation,

une?ployment, and sky-high interest rates -- America turned away

!
from government.

So conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free

| :
mar#et. We began a decade of unparalleled economic growth -- and

cre%ted twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not

i
lift all boats. £§ﬁr staggering budget deficits have mortgaged

our%futursz] And twenty million new jobs later, our streets are-
| — '
sti%l not safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions

|
still trudge the path of poverty. We tried the marketplace, and
|

the marketplace alone didn't solve all our problems.

" s
iui;%-there always be those that are left behind? America

vmustianswer unequivocally. The answer is No. Because there is a

bettpr way, one that combines our efforts -- those of a

goveinment properly defined, the marketplace properly understood,

and service to others properly fulfilled.

During this past year we have witnessed America at its best.

The Tar in the Gulf was not just a military achievement, It was
much} much more. It was a victory for the parents who believe in
the éalent of our young people; a victory for workers who believe
America can produce quality like the Patriot missile; a victory

for neighbors who help peighbors -= the outpouring of support for

our men and women in the Gulf was magnificent. It was also our
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government at its best. America's triumph was, in short, the

conquest of doubt.

are

We can learn from this experience to build communities that

whole and good all across America. It requires all three
' Aowierl

forces of our national life. First, there is the magie- of the

free market; second, a government that acts competently and

compassionately; third, the ethic of serving others == what I

call Points of Light -- is vital to America's future. These

thﬁee powerful forces worked in common purpose in the Gulf.

Right here at home, each is crucial to creating the conditions

for|

whole and good communities =--. and it's time we harnessed a11

“of them to transform Amerlca.

Power belongs where it will work for the greater good. It

belongs in the hands of people who seize opportuninies. It

belo

ngs in the hands'of entrepreneurs, 1ike ; in the

hands of [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of 11ght]

entr

Let's start with the power of the free market. The

epreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly

what I'm talking about. What so much of the world only covets,

we t

and

ake for granted: food on the shelves of our supermarkets,

at our shopping centers, cutting-edge, quality products of

inflnlte variety. Nothing has proved better than the free market

at g

safe

enerating good jobs at decent wages, in workplaces that are

and healthy.

The good news is that the free market is now applying its

resources and know-how, its creativity and sense of purpose, to
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many of our social problems. Numerous companies, recognizing
|

thé# tomorrow's workers are today's students, are leaders of a

revélution in American education -- partners with us in our
Eduqation 2000 strategy. Others are leading the way in
environmental protection, while still others are actively
pro%oting innovation from health care to child care.

| But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
America, government needs to be dynamic as well. Today our
govqrnment guarantees our rights, and our iiberties. It provides
an fmportant safety net for the needy. It creates economic

incgntives, settles disputes within the marketplace, and supports

our pafionél infrastructure. But to be the government of
JeffLrson and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- the instrument of the
peopLe == it must truly be a force for good. A compassionate and
comp?tent government must help transform America.

11 believe in this kind of government. Here tonight, for

example is Mrs. . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous
|
t

government program this Administration expanded called "Head
Start." And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make
chilq care available to those that the market cannot reach. We
fougﬂt for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
serv%ce of the environment -- and we succeeded. The Americans
with Disabilities Act has brought a new opportunities té our
nation's disabled -- some of you were right here when I signed

it. Jack Kemp and I stood with Mrs. , in Prospect Gardens

project in Missouri, where public housing tenants join the ranks
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of émerica's newest homeowners. Our crime bill will help make

| ‘o
AmeFica's neighborhoods safe. And if we get the kind of civil

rigl!'xts bill that I sent to the Congress, we will take

step against discrimination in the workplace. This is not big
|

gov?rnment, this is good government. And it too leads to
| ,

coméunities whoie and good.

E Fihally, along with the forces of the free market and the
govérnment we must add the ethic of volﬁntary service -- Points
of 4ight. ‘It is not a phrase about charity. It is about the

ligﬁt that is within us all -- the light that can brighten the

_liv%S;of others -- and make the lives of those who shine it, - -

comﬁ}ete gé well.

!Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
l

" in need. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse
f

or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined attention from every

scho?l, every business, place of worship, club, group, and

organization can turn the tide.

| Whether it's a company's after-hours literacy program for
b ’ i
its &orkers, or a law firm's mentoring class, a police station's
counseling sessions for tough kids, or third graders who phone

homebound senior citizens, Points of light are giving those in

need a sense that someone cares, that they matter and belong.
\When Points of Light join with the power of government and

the %wesome'power of the marketplace we can truly overwhelm

sociél problems in America. This is how we must guarantee the

next Pmerican Century. Every one of us, our businesses, our
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%oi boards, our associations, our clubs; our churches -- all

us have the responsibility to lead.

Only then, can we truly think and act anew. Our challenge

to re-invent America -- understand the successes and failures
the past -- and create an ambitious approach for the future.

We have always been a nation of problem solvers -- a people

re of the responsibility to live up to our ideals. No one in

rica is without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to

offer.

The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse

to rest easy. Ybu represent those millions- of Americans who use

powér to ihspire a greater good. We must carry forward what is

good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I know you will.

I know you have. For thatAyour country is grateful, and for that

your country will endure.
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fThank you, good evening. Members of the Cabinet, honored
guests. Dr. Benjamin Payton of Tuskegee Institute who brings a
lifeiong commitment to our Historically Black Colleges, welcome.

Governors , . Our own White House fellow

‘“ and winner of the Distinguished Disabled American Award, welcome

‘ :
UQLfv to you, sir. To of the D.C. Central Kitchen and the over
thk?' sixty other Points of Light who are here tonight, your work

inspires the nation. And to the rest of this extraordinary
P s gathéring —- leaders of businesses, associatioﬁs, volunteer
Qﬁdﬁﬁ organizations, education partnerships, and all those who make
vﬁﬁh America the land of opportunity, welcome to the White House.
%fx . [ T might add that also with us is Anthony Henderson, a
v '<k youngster from Barcroft Elementary School in Arlington, Virginia.
ywm) You may recall that when I visited his class, Anthony's the one )
$¢P who asked me to prove I was the President. I had to show him my ”&““A”
LA Cedotoand - Hetnat
Amnerican—Express Card. Anthony, now do you believe me?]
- Over the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dramatic pace. BAmerica has been called upon to meet one
challenge after another. And meet them we did -- each and every
one:of then. Fiom Eastern Europe, to Panama, to the Persian
Gulf, our country stands strong as a champion of freedom for all.
- Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
problems on the home front with the same energy we dedicated to
tacﬁling the crisis on the battlefront. I spelled out all my

doméstic priorities -- setting out an ambitious agenda founded

upon economic growth, investing in our future, and providing
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oppoqtunity to all Americans. I sent to the Congress literally

thousands of recommendations for legislative change. Then I
spec%fically asked that Congress pass just two laws in a hundred
days;-- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a transportation
bill. It is now clear that neither will be on my desk by Friday.
So tonight, I want to put in perspective this breakdown of our
1egi$1ative system.

;It is hard for the American people to understand why a bill
to fight crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days; or why
CongfeSS'can't pass a highway bill in a hundred days. Most
Americans believe fear of crime and violence threatens our most
basio freedoms -- denies us opportunity. They also believe we
must:invest in our future -- provide an infrastructure for those
who %ome after us. So they don't understand the complication§
the inaction, the bickering -- particularly when so many do
unde&stand what it takes to solve problems in their own
neighborhoods: conviction, oompassion, and courage.

' I cannot fulléﬁgxplai;j?i the American people,the?iﬁaétion.
But:I can say this as partial consolation: America's problem-
sol@ing does not begin or end with the Congress. If we waited
for;Congressional approval to act decisively against aggression

|

in the Persian Gulf, we would still be waiting. We didn't wait,

and now Kuwait is free.

. Yes, it would help if Congress would do what we ask and

need. But we cannot let its inaction discourage or deter us from
i
meeting our responsibilities.

|
|
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iTonight, gathered under the twilight shadow of Washington's
Monuﬁent, are many extraordinary Americans, representing
thouéands of others. You bring to life the genius of the
American spirit, and it is through you and with you that we can

solve our most pressing problems. Together we can transform

| k)(yo (-c aih 890(.0
Amerlca, and create commun1t1esﬁpverywhere that are wicle and

ggggt' Tonight, I am asking all Americans to lead the way.

;A great nation has the courage to be honest about itself.
And %e are a great nation. I believe that absolutely, as do you.
We are indisputably the world's most powerful force for freedom
and %conomic growth. Still, no one can deny that we have
enorﬁous challenges. Nof all Americans are living the American
Dreaﬁ._ Many can't even imagine it.

uThere are 1mpover1shed Americans, the poor and the homeless,
the hungry and the hopeless, many unable to read and write.
There are Americans gone astray, the kids dragged down by drugs,
the shattered families, the teenage mothers struggling to cope.
Theq there are Americans.uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the
dizz&ing pace of change.

| For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
.Preéident, part of my job -- an exciting part -- is going to
small towns and big cities, schools, neighborhoods and
plafgrounds, factories, farms, and fields. Those are the places
wheée you discover what's good and right about our country -- and

what's going wrong, too.
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IThe state of our nation is the state of our communities. 2s
our %ommunities flourish, our nation will flourish. 8o we must
seek?a nation of whole communities, a nation of good communities

|
-- an America, Whole and Good.

.What defines such a community? First, it is one that cares
for Fhe needs of its young people by building character -- values
and éood habits for life. Second, it's a community that provides
exceilent schoois -- schools that spark a lifelong interest in
1ear$ing. Next, there is opportunity and hope -- rooted in the
dign%ty of work, and reward for achievement. Fourth, it's where
people care about their health and their environment -- and where
a sense of well-being and belonging is nurtured. Finally, all of
its heighborhoods are decent and safe.

' Because thowssnds of Americans have qhosen to lead the way,

i wﬂq4‘¢4415904’aﬁwu45

thesé are not just dreams. Thousands of communities , Hie—This
| .

flou?ish in America -- communities where ordinary people have
achiéved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of that.
America is the most prosperous and productive, educated and
enli?htened n:zgon on earth -- a nation that can do anything.
And we can make it even better.

: We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
track record of success -- success shaped with our own hands.
Somﬁtimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --but when we
do,gwe dust ourselves off, and go at it again. [ﬁe have always
acted out of a conviction to do what's rightZ] Every American

shoqld take pride in this country's fundamental goodness. Each

1
|
i
|
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of us must resolve in our own hearts that for all the good we've
donei it's time to do betfer, much, much better.

/Conventional wisdom in our day once held that all solutions
were?in the hands of government: call in the best and brightest
and hand over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger
govefnment was better government: compassion measured in dollars
and cents; progress.by price tag. We tried that course. As we
énteged the éiqh%iégu;— our economy strangling on inflation,
soaring interest rates, and unemployment -- America turned away
from government as "the answer".
4%”“”4<£>§e—eanveﬂtiéﬁg%;wigabm‘then turned to the genius of the free_
' markét. We began a decade of exceptional economic growth -- and
creaied twenty million new jobs. Yet, our streets are still not
sgfeL our schools have lost their edge, and millions still trudge
the path of poverty.. There is more to be done; and the
markgtplace alone can't solve all our problems. k@

. Is the harsh lesson that there must always be those éggt are
left behind? America must have but one answer. The answer is
No. There is a better way, one that combines our efforts --
thos? of a government properly defined, the marketplace properly
undérstood, and service to others properly igg;ggizié This is

the wdy to an America Whole and Good.

. It requires all three forces of our national life. First,
it qequires the power of the free market; second, a competentj'
compassionate government; third, the ethic of serving others =--

including what I call Points of Light. These three powerful
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forces create the conditions for communities to be whole and good
- aﬁd it's time we harnessed all three of then.

|In our complex democracy, power is fragmented.' That can be
frustrating. But on balance it's for the good. And power tends
to méve toward those who serve the greater good: entrepreneurs,
like John Bryant, a young self-starter who has built a
multimillion dollar enterprise and now helps rebuild inner city
Los Angeles; caring individuals like Mack Stolarski, a retired
carpénter who now helps his student apprentices repair homes for

the poor and disabled. Mayor , who has kicked the

drug dealers out of his town.

.And because of the power of the free market, what so much of
the WOrld can only imagine, wé take for granted: abundant food
on the shelves of our supermarkets, and quality products at our
shopping centers. Nothing beats the free market at generating
good! jobs, in healthy and safe workplaces.

72 add aadasar =2 2%

. The good news is that the free market is now applying its
resources, —ereativity, and know—hoy;\to our social problems.,
Manyicompanies, recognizing that tomorrow's workers are today's
students, are leaders of a revolution in American education --
partners in our exciting Education 2000 strategy. .Others are
crusaders for environmental protection, while still others are
innoyators from health care to child care.

Transforming America(not only)requires_the power of the free
A" alop ex Agmamnd

marhet,ﬁgovernment-needs—%e=be dyramie—as—weHl . To be the

enlightened instrument of the people -- the government of
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Jefférson and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- and the embodiment of
thei# vision -- it must truly be a force for good.

I believe in this kind of government -- a government of
comp$ssion and competence. An& I believe in backing up that
commitment with action. Here tonight, for example, is Mrs.
Laurén Floyd, one of the first Head Start graduates. Now, she
téaches preschoolers in that same marvelous program. Her success
is why we expanded Head Start by three quarters of a billion
dollgrs. And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make
child care available to those éhat the market é33§%£m¥§:ch. We
fought for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
service of the environment -- and we won. The Americans with
Disabilities Act has brought new dignity and opportunity to our
natign's disabled -- leaders of the disability community like
Justin Dart and Evan Kemp were right here when I signed it. I see
they!are here tonight. Jack Kemp and I stood with Mrs. Ramona
Youn?er in Charles Houston Community Center in Alexandria,

Virginia -- where public housing tenants are becoming America's

newest homeowners. Our crime bill will help make America's

—

neigpborhoods safe.*** And if we get the kind of civil rights
bill that I sent to the Congress, we will take a dramatic step
agaipst the blight of bigotry and discrimination. This is not
big government -- this is good government.

iFinally, along with the forces of the free market and the
government we must add the ethic of voluntary service -- Poéints

of Light. That is not a phrase about charity. It is about the



light that is within us all,~~-as-the verse—ef Rendy—TFravis says,
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the }1ves of others -- and make the lives of those who Shlnéf%ﬁ’
compiete as well.

|

. Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another

(701»441«:, v

in néed. But no one of us can solve big problems like'drug abuse

Ly
by ourselves. Only the combined-b@éZ;ig;ee from every

scho?l, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
orgaﬁization in every communitytcan dissolve the darkness.

:Whether a company holds an after-hours literacy program for
its workers, a police station counsels tough kids, or third
graders phone lonely homebound senior °1§féig5%azﬁ?iiiagﬁﬁllghEMKWWP\Z'
ggaé-those in need that the iéues=matter. ¥ea-Points of
Light join with the power of government and the power of the
marketplace we—egﬁiéruly overwhelm stubborr-social problems.
This! is how we must guarantee the next American Century. Every
person, every businese, every school board -- our associations,
our Plubs, % S -- we all have the duty to lead.

fOnly then, can we truly think and act anew. Tﬁinzfﬁffﬁﬁé
opper%unity*befere—uSnss—te—re=inven%—Amerieav-‘COnQress too must
now understand fhe successes and failures of the past -- and help
us forge the strongest future this world can imagine.

iThe people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse
to rest easy. I look out and see so much reflected in your faces
—-— the strength, the conviction, the commitment. You represent

L csllaor
those millions of Americans who use power to inspive a greater
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good. I know, because you've brought me into your homes and your
neigﬁborhoods, your schools and your churches.

‘Last year I walked through reclaimed blocké in Kansas City
withga group of men called Mad ﬁads. I learned more about how we
can fight crime in two hours than in two months of TV news.

IAnother day I visited D.C. General Hospital, and held a tiny
boaréer baby in my arms, the child of a cocaine addict. The

remafkable dedication of the women who rescued these babies was

just as moving. BAmerica needs to hear that story, too.

Just a few months ago, I dropped in on a little West
Virginia school in a town called Slanesville. The National
Teacﬁer of the Year teaches remedial reading there. Her name is
Rae Ellen McKee and she's here tonight. Visiting her gave me the
oppoétunity,to say to the nation, "thank God for our teachers".

Just yesterday I spoke before the graduating class of the
Jame$ H. Groves Adult High School of Sussex County, Delaware.
Gove#nor Mike Castle [nice to see you Mike] and I went there to
hoﬁof those who had the courage to go back to school and get
thei? diploma. They honored us by saying to America, we must be
a naFion dedicated to lifelong learning.

jThese are the Americans who love this country for what it'is
and for what it can become. These are the Americans who make
this a nation of boldness -- filled with problem solvers --
gifted with the American tradition of living up to our ideals.
These are the Americans who prove that no one in America is
withgut a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to offer.
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‘This is the genius of America =-- ordinary Americans doing

extr%ordinary things.
iThe Congress can refer our_proposals to its hundreds of
committeés, tie itself up with debate, and produce complicated,
)oyuwmmhilunwo%kable legislation. But in the end we must carry forward the
magié of America. We must carry forward what is good, and reach
out énd embrace what is best. I know you have. I know you will.

Throﬁgh you,‘our country can become an America Whole and Good.

For that our country is grateful, and £5% that our country will

endu;e.
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&hank you, good evening. Rae Ellen McKee, our National
Teachgr of the Year, welcome. Mrs. [Jones] Head Start graduate
. and nﬁw Head Start Program Chair, welcome. [John Smith] CEO of
the A%C Corporation, welcome to you, sir. And to the rest of
this Fxtraordinary audience -- the governors,[I see Delaware's
Mike Castle], the Cabinet, the fifty Points of Light who have

joineh us, the leaders of business and industry and all their

‘assochations, and all the others who have made America the land
of op%ortunity, welcome to the South Lawn of the White House.

pver the past thirty months, the world has changed at a
dram;tic pace. America has been called upon to meet one
chal#enge after another. And we met them -- each and every one
of tqem. From Panama, to Eastern Europe, to 3uwait, our country
has'%tood as a champion of freedom.

;Ninety-eight days ago, I asked Congress to tackle the urgent
prob#ems in our own backyard with the same energy we dedicated to
tackﬂing the crisis in the Gulf. I asked that they pass just two
laws in a hundred days -- a comprehensive anti-crime bill, and a
tranéportation bill. Neither will be on my desk by Friday, and
thatitells_us something profound.

:It is hard for the Americaﬁ people to understand why a bill
to fight.crime cannot be enacted in a hundred days. They don't
understand the complication, the inaction, the bickering --

partfdularly when they do understand what it takes to solve

problems in their own neighborhoods.
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? don't mention this to bash the Congress. I don't mention
this ko run down government. The goyernment is not the enemy --
in many cases the government is part of the solution. Yet, there
are siill those in Congress who think government is the only
solution. The American people disagree. Almost universally,
intuitively, they know that solutions don't begin on Washington
D.C. ﬁf politicians would just listen to the people, they would
begiﬂ to understand what America is trying to tell us.

ETonight, gathered here in the twilight shadow of
Wash;ngton's Monument, are many extraordinary Americans. If you
will permit me, I'd like to share some of your successes wifh the
rest of America. You have already demonstrated how working
togeﬁher we can solve acute domestic problems. You already
grasﬁ the need to combine our efforts -- those of a government
properly defined{ the marketplace properly understood, and
servfce to others properly fulfilled. Together we can transform
America, and create communities everywhere that are whole and
goodﬁ Tonight I am asking all Americans to lead the way.

We should be confident about what lies ahead. America has a
tracE record of success. We have shaped that success with our
own &ands. Sometimes, in our impatience, we've made mistakes --
but ﬁhén we do, we dust ourselves off, and go at it again. But
we hgve always acted out of a conviction to do what's right.
Everf American should think about that, just for a moment, and

feel proud. But for all the good we've done, it's time to do

|
better, and plan for the next American century.
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For many years I have crisscrossed this nation. As
Presiaent, paft of my job -- an exciting part -- is getting out
and tglking with the people. Small towns, big cities, schools,
neighporhoods and playgrounds, factories, farms, and fields --
those' are the places where you find out what's good and right
about:our country -- and what's going wrong, too.

I grew up blessed with a loving family, a host of friends,
and a lot of breaks. I defined the American Dream as a family, a
caree?, and a chance to make the world a better place -- and I
belie&ed'it was literally around every corner. I believed that
all you had to do to succeed was believe in yourself, work hard,
respect others, and have faith in God. I still try to follow
those principles each day. But now, after a lifetime of
experﬁences, I think there's more to the American Dream, and more
to achieving it.
it's not as simple as I once thought. Nor is it that
complhcated either. The state of our nation is the sum of her
commuhities. If our communities are in trouble, our nation's in
trouble. So we must seek a nation of commuriities that are whole
and éood. What defines whole and good?

First it is a community that cares for the needs of its
youné people by building character, values and good habits for

life. Second, it's a community that provides excellent schools -

- schools that spark a lifelong interest in learning. Next,

ther% are jobs at respectable wages, and job training too.

Fourth, it's a place with good health care, and a clean
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environment -- where a sense of well-being and belonging is
nurtured within its people. Finally, its neighborhoods are
decenﬁ and safe.

gecause thousands of Americans have chosen to lead the way,
there are thousands of communities just like that in America.
They are communities where millions upon millions of Americans
have Lchieved the American Dream. We should never lose sight of
that.: Across the board, America is the most prosperous and
produﬁtive, educated and enlightened nation on earth. And we
intend it keep it that way.

But a great nation must have the courage to be self-
critﬂcal. And we are a great nation. No one can deny that we
have enormous problems. Many of our communities are in serious
trouble -- not 511 Americans are living the American Dream. Many
Americans can't even imagine it.

There is the impoverished America, the poor and the
hopeyess, the hungry and the homeless. There are those unable to
read and write. There is the America gone astray, the kids on
drugé, the broken families, the teenage mothers. And then there
is aﬁ America uneasy, troubled and bewildered by the dizzying
pace'of change.

‘Over these last twenty or thirty years, despite our best
inteﬁtions, the ranks éf these Americans have grown. That cannot
continue. The question is, what to do about it. I believe, it

is time for America to re-invent itself. Time for America to

thinﬁ and act anew -- and plan for the next American century.
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%onventional wisdom once held that all solutions were in the

hands}of government: call in the best and brightest and hand
| A
over the keys to the national treasury. Bigger government was

i
|
better government: compassion measured in dollars and cents;

progréss byiprice tag. We tried that course. After twenty
| - ,

years, with our economy strangling on inflation, unemployment,
|

and sky-high interest rates, America turned away from government.

$o conventional wisdom then turned to the genius of the free
marke%. We began a decade of'unparalleled econonic growth -- and
created twenty million new jobs. But the rising tide could not
1lift #11 boats. Twenty million new jobs later, our streets are
stillinot safe, our schools have lost their edge, and millions
stillétrudge the path of poverty. We tried the marketplace, and

| B
learned that alone, it didn't solve all our problems either.

|
Will there always be those that are left behind? America
|

must #nswer unequivocally. The answer is No.
v
During this past year we have witnessed America at its best.

The W?r in the Gulf was not just a military achievement. It was
L, ' .
sometylng much, much more. It was a victory for the parents who

belie#e in the talent of our young people; a victory for workers
who bélieve America can produce quality like the Patriot missile;
a vicéory for neighbors who help neighbors -- the outpouring of

suppo#t right here at home for our men and wohen in the Gulf was

L
magnificent. It was also our government at its best. America's

!
triumph was, in short, the conquest of doubt.
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ﬁe can learn from this experience to see how to build
commuLities that are whole and good all across America. It
requi#es all three forces of national life. First, there is the
' magic:of the free market; second, a government that acts
compe#ently and compassionately; third, the ethic of serving
other% -- what I call Points of Light -- is vital to America's

futuré. These three powerful forces worked in common purpose in

the G#lf. Right here at home, each is crucial to creating the
condi#ions for whole and good communities -- and it's time we
harne;sed all of them to transform America.

|

#ower belongs where it will work for the greater good. It
belon%s in the hands of people who seize opportunities. 'It
belonés in the hands of entrepreneurs, like ; in the
handsiof [teacher of the year], in the hands of [point of light].
We ha%e within our reach the power to transform America.

Let's start with the force of the free market. The

entregreneurs who are with us tonight, know exactly
|

what i'm talking about.

What so much of the world only covets, we take for granted:

food én the shelves of our supermarkets, and at our shopping

centers, cutting-edge, quality products of infinite variety.

Nothing has proved better than the free market at generating good
|

jobs At decent wages, in workplaces that are safe and healthy.

ihe good news is that the free market is now applying its

| . -
resources and know-how, its creativity and sense of purpose, to

many of our social problems. Numerous companies, recognizing
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that fomorrow's workers are today's students, are leaders'of a

t

] . . . s . ) .
revolPtlon 1n American education. They are partners with us in

our Eﬁucation 2000 strategy. Others are leading the way in

envir@nmental protection, while still others are actively

promoting innovation from health care to child care.
But the market can only go so far by itself. To transform
Ameriba, government needs to be dynamic as well. Today our

gover#ment guarantees our rights, and our liberties. It provides

an imbortant safety net for the needy. It creates economic
|

incen#ives, settles disputes within the marketplace, and supports
|

our nétional infrastructure. But to be the government of
!

Jeffé#son and Lincoln and Roosevelt -- the instrument of the

|
people -- it must truly be a force for good. A compassionate and

compe%ent government must help transform America.

? believe in this kind of government. Here tonight, for
exampie is Mrs. . She teaches preschoolers in a marvelous
govergment program this Administration expanded called "Head
Start." And a year ago I signed our child care bill to make
childicare a&ailable to those that the market cannot reach. We
foughé for a Clean Air Act that puts the free market in the
serviée of the environmént -- and we succeeded. The Americans
with ﬁisabilities Act has brought a new opportunities to our
natioﬁ's disabled -- some of you wer right here when I signed it.
Jack &emp and I stood with Mrs. __ , in Prospect Gardens project

. . . . . . .
in Missouri, to make America's public housing tenants America's
|

!
newest homeowners. And our crime bill will help make America's
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neigh?orhoods safe. This is not big government, this is good
goverhment. And it too leads to communities whole and good.
Finally, for.America to be a nation of these communities,
the forces of the free market and the government by themselves
are ngt enough. To them must be added the ethic of voluntary
servi%e -- Points of Light. It is not a phrase about charity.
It is about the light that is within us all -- the light that can
|

brighten the lives of others -- and make the lives of those who

shine!it, complete as well.

Points of Light is a call to every American to serve another
in ne%d. But no one of us can solve big problems like drug abuse-
or poverty by ourselves. Only the combined attention from every
schoo}, every business, place of worship, club, group, and
organization can turn the tide. |

ﬁhether it's a company's after-hours literacy program for
its wérkers, or a law firm's mentoring class, a police station's
counséling sessions for tough kids, or third graders who phone
homebgund senior citizens, Points of light are giving those in
need 4 sense that someone cares, that they matter and belong.

&hen Points of Light join with the power of government and
the aWesome power of the marketplace we can truly overwhelm
social problems in America. This is how we must usher in the
next American Century. Every one of us, our businegses, our
schooi boards, our associations, our clubs, our churches -- all

of us have the responsibility to lead.
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Pnly theﬁ, can we truly think and act anew. Our challenge
|

is to re-invent America -- understand the successes and failures
of the past -- and create an ambitious approach for the future.
We have always been a nation of problem solvers -- a people

aware|of the responsibility to live up to our ideals. No one in

Ameriéa is without a gift to give, a skill to share, a hand to

offer.

The people gathered here tonight represent those who refuse

to rest easy. You represent those millions of Americans who use

|
power :to inspire a greater good. We must carry forward what is
good, and reach out and embrace what is best. I know you will.

I know you have. For that your country is grateful, and for that

your éountry will endure.



