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May 31, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: TONY SNOW‘/<6
DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE JT)H
SUBJECT: NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL

Oon. Monday, June 3, at 1:30 p.m., Yyou will address
approximately 350 people at a meeting of the National Education
Goals Panel at the Grand Hyatt. You will be introduced by Governor

Roy Romer.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter) focus on the Panel's
role in promoting accountability as a means for .improving our
educational system. The remarks mention the importance of America
2000, as well as the national education goals, and attempt to
defuse the impact of the upcoming (negative) NAEP assessment
report. They conclude with a call for us, as a nation, to work
together to improve our schools.



(Hinchliffe/Blymire)
May 31, 1991 7 p.m.
EDUCATION.TS Draft Two
PRBBIDENTfAL REMARKS: EDUCATION GOALS PANEL
Grand Hyatt .
_ June 3, 1991 1:30 p.m.

Thank you, Roy [Romer]. I'm delighted to be here with our -
National Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on behalf
of our nation. You're doing a great job. I want especially to
thank you Governors, who spent much of the past year travelling
to.Washington to deal with this challenging assignment. And we
all owe a great debt to Governors Romer and Campbell for their
leadership on the Panel. Thank you all.

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to
do somethiné about it. |

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses. I talked to them about economic growth -
- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce. Education is vital to everything we are and
everything we can become. But look at the facts. Eight years
ago, the National Coﬁmission on Excellence in Education published
its powerful indictment of our schools. Yet today, ours is étill
a "nation 5; risk".

At the same timé, we remain devoted to education. If you
talk to parents, you'll hear that nothing is more important. No

nation on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and

importance of education. People from coast to coast have begun



-
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the hard.work of educational refbrm.

The non-partisan federal-state partnership brought this
issue to the forefront of the national agenda nearly 2 years ago.
We brought the nation's governors together for an unprecedented
education summit at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our first
education president. The governors weren't worried about their
place in history. They came to work. As they did, a compact
emerged -—'one that rests not on flowery promises, but on a
challenge to raise our expectations and achieve concrete reéults.

We resolved theh to'become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, after reaching -
out to educators, parents, and civic leaders, the governors and I
adopted six national education goals for the year -2000:
Readiness for School. School Completion. Student Achievement
and citizenship. Science and Mathematics Supremacy. Adult
Literacy and Lifetime Ledrning. And Safe, Drug-Free Schools.

These goals were in our minds as we developed one of this
administration's most excitiné initiatives -- a comprehensive
educational reform challenge known as "America 2000." America
2000 calls for a revolution in American education. It challenges
all Americans to raise expectatiqns - té pledge genuine
accountability -- and, above all, to create a new generation of

American schools. It sets out to transform a nation at risk into

" a nation of students. And it urges everyone to make our

communities places where learning will happen.

Now we're here with a team that figures prominently in the
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"America 2060" game plan -- the National Education Goals Panel.
The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will report on
the nation's -- and the states' -- progress toward meeting our
education goals. In meetings with educational experts and in
regional forums across the country, this nonpartisan Panel has
already launched a national dialogue about how to measure our
educational progress.

I know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
defining the first education report card to the nation. They'll
issue that report in September, on the second anniversary 6f the

education summit. This and subsequent reports will do more than

- simply monitor our progress. They will use our new national

standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.
They will help promote accountability -- and excellénce.

This Panel's work will hold a_mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that our actions
can -- and will -- make a difference.

So that'é where we are right now -- poised to rise to the
challenge. But there's something else. National Assessment of
Educational Progress, or NAEP, is about to release a report. It
will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. It will
show that the level of student performance varies widely across
the country. And that we are not measuring up.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,

administrator, and elected official in the country. When you see
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the NAEP report, view it as evidence that we need high national
standards to serve as an incentive for every student. View it as
a personal call to accountability =-- and to action. This Panel
will. It will use this assessment as its benchmark -- a remindef
of what we must achieve.

It will take a long time. For instance, this Panel's charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. It will take

energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are the

'building blocks of the American spirit.

But we're arﬁed for this battle. ' Fortunately, our kids give
us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource of
Any nation on earth. We've seen our kids perform in the Persian
Gulf. We've seen what they can do. They inspire us to re-invent
our educational system. We must forge a system worthy of them.
We must create a system that will help them cbmpete in the world
of the 21st century -- one that will let them be the very best in

that world. They can be the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also-provide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford.Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed
up what we need in this battle when he called for: "“Commitment.
Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You aré our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards éf excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing



5
crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. “ﬂhgﬁgzg;
u do =- dream you can do =-- begin it. For boldness has
genius, power, and magic in it."
We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold
dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent

American education. May God bless us all.

# # # # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: TONY SNOWA?D
DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE é}*
SUBJECT: NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL

on Monday, June 3, at 1:30 p.m., Yyou will address
approximately 350 people at a meeting of the National Education
Goals Panel at the Grand Hyatt. You will be introduced by Governor
Roy Romer.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter) focus on the Panel's
role in promoting accountability as a means for improving our
educational system. The remarks mention the importance of America
2000, as well as the national education goals, and attempt to
defuse the impact of the upcoming (negative) NAEP assessment
report. They conclude with a call for us, as a nation, to work
together to improve our schools.
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5 Thank you, Roy [Romer]. I'm delighted to be here with our
‘ National Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on behalf
of our nation. You'fe doing a great job. I want especially to
thank you Governors, who spent much of the past year travelling
to Washington to deal with this challenging Zifignment. Ang we
‘ - . all owe a great f§£§4F° Governorx Roﬁer nd Campbell or't§§§; QEE”
ﬁﬂ%éawgm%naﬁﬁcwgyﬁhﬁkdf e
" leadership-on the Panel. Thank you all.

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to

-do something about it. | -

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses. I talked to them about ecoﬁomic gréwth -
- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce. Education is vital to everything we are and
everything we can become. But look at the facts. Eight years

' ago, the National Commission on Excellenée in Education published
its powerful indictment of our schools. Yet today, ours is still
a "nation at risk".»

At the same time, we remain devoted to education. If you
talk to parents, you'll hear that nothing is more important. No

nation on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and

importance of education. People from coast to coast have begun
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the hard work of educational reform.

The non-partisan federal-state partnership brought this
issue to the forefront of the national agenda nearly 2 years ago.
We brought the nation's governors together for an unprecedented
education summit at the home of Thomas'Jeffgrson, our first
education president. The governors weren't worried about their
place in history. They came to wofk. As they did, a comp#ct

emerged -- one that rests not on flowery promises, but on a

‘challenge to raise our expectations and achieve concrete results.

We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, after reaching
out to educators, parents, and.civic leaders, the governors and I

adopted six national education goals for the year 2000:

'Readiness for School. School Completion. Student Achievement.

and Citizenship. Science and Mathematics Supremacy. Adult
Literacy and Lifetime Learning. And Safe, Drug-Free Schools.
These goals were in our minds as we developed one of this

administration's most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive

‘educational reform challenge known as "America 2000." America

2000 calls for a revolution in American education. It challenges
all Americans to raise expectations =- fo pledge gehuine
accountability -- and, abéve all, to create a new-generation of
American schools. It sets out to transform a nation at risk into
a nation of students. And it urges everyone to make our
communities places where learning will hapben. | |

Now we're here with a team that figures prominently in the
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vAmerica 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals Panei._
The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will reﬁort on
the nation's -- and the statés' -- progresé toward meeting our
education goals. In meetings with educational experts and in

regional forums across the country, this nonpartisan Panel has

.already launched a national dialogue about how to measure our

educational progress.

I'know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
defining the first educétion report card to the nation. They'll
issue that reﬁort in Septémber, on the second anniversary of the

education summit. This and subsequent reports will do more than

simply monitor our progress. They will use our new national

standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.
They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the natidn and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
schools. When we look in that mirror; we'll see that our actions
can --'and-will -- make a difference. |

So that's where we are right now - poised to rise fo the
challenge. But there's something else. National Assessment of
Educational Progress, or NAEP, is about to reiease a report. It
will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. It will
show that the level of student performance varies widely across
the country. And that we are not measuring up.

I want to talk directly to every parent, stﬁdent, teacher,

administrator, and elected official in the country. When you see
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the»NAEP report, view it as evidence that we need high national
standards to serve as an incentive for every student. View it as
a personal call to accountability -- and to action. This Panel
wiil. It will use this assessment as its benchmark -- a reminder
of what we must achieve. \

It will take a long time. For instépce, this Panel's charge

is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. It will take

energy --. determination .-- and imagination. But those are the
building blocks of the American spirit.

But we're armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids giVe

us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource of

any nation on earth.A We've seen our kids perform in the Persian

_ Gulf. We've seen what they can do. They inspire us to re-invent

" our educational system. We must forge a system worthy of them.

We must create a system that will help them compete in the world
of the 21st century -- one that will let them be the very best in

that world. They can be the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers
iiké.Danford Sakai, of-Hawaii;s Waiakeé High Schooi.- He.summed‘
up what we need in this bgttle when he called for: "Commitment.
Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a

pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward

' our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the mdst pressing




5
crisis of our society, a favorite quote'comés to mind. "Whgﬁever‘

u_ca - ream you_can db -~ begin it or ldness has

genius, power, and magic in it."

We can respond to that ca11~togethér. We can dream bqid
dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
genius 6f the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent |
American education. May God bless us all. -

# # # # #
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May 31, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH TONY SNOWA?D
DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE 6}%
SUBJECT: NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL

On Monday, June 3, at 1:30 p.m., you will address
approximately 350 people at a meeting of the National Education
Goals Panel at the Grand Hyatt. You will be introduced by Governor
Roy Romer.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter) focus on the Panel's
role in promoting accountability as a means for improving our
educational system. The remarks mention the importance of America
2000, as well as the national education goals, and attempt to
defuse the impact of the upcoming (negative) NAEP assessment
report. They conclude with a call for us, as a nation, to work
together to improve our schools.
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EDUCATION.TS Draft Two
. PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EDUCATION GOALS PANEL
Grand Hyatt
June 3, 1991 1:30 p.m.
Thank you, Roy [Romer]. I'm delighted to be here with our

National Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on behalf

of our nation. You'revdoing a great job. I want especially to

thank you Governors, who spent much of the past year travelling

to Washington to deal with this challenging assignment. And we
all owe a great debt to Governors Romer and Campbell for their
1eadershi§ on the Panel. Thank you all.

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to
do something about it.

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businessés. I talked to them about economic growth -
- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce. Education is vital to everything we are and
everything we can become. But look at the facts. Eight years
ago, the National Commission on Excellence in Education published
its powerful indictment of our schools. Yet today, ours is still
a "nation at risk".

At the same time, we remain devoted to education. If you
talk to parents, you'll hear that nothing is more important. No
nation on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and

importance of education. People from coast to coast have begun
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the hard work of educational reform.

The non-partisan federal-state partnership brought this
issue to the forefront of the national agenda nearly 2 years ago.
We brought the nation's governors together for an unprecedented
education summit at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our first
education president. The governors weren't worried about their

place in history. They came to work. As they did, a compact

‘emefged -- one that rests not on flowery promises, but on a

challenge to raise our expectations and achieve concrete results.
We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, after reaching
out to educators, parents, and ci§ic leaders, thejgovernors and I
adopted six national education goals for the year 2000:
Readiness for School. School Completion. Student Achievement
and Citizenship. Science and Mathematics Supremacy. Adult
Literacy and Lifetime Learning. And Safe, Drug-Free Schools.

These goals were in our minds as we developed one of this

administration's most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive

educational reform challenge known as "“America 2000." America
2000 calls for a revolution in American education. It challenges
all Americaﬁs to raise expectations -- to pledge genuine
accountability -- and, above all, to create a new generation of
American schools. It sets out to transform a nation at risk into
a nation of students. And it urges everyone to make our
communities places where learning will happen.

Now we're here with a team that figures prominently in the



3
"America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals Panel.
The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will report on
the nation's -- and the states' -- progress toward meeting our
education goals. In meetings with educational experts and in
regional forums across the country, this nonpartisan Panel has
already launched a national dialogue about how to measure our
educational progress.

I know that the members were»hard at work earlier today,
defining the‘firet edﬁcation report card to the natien. They'1l
issue fhat report in September, on the second anniversary of the
education summit. This and subsequent reports will do more than
simply monitor our progress. They will use our new national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.
They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold-a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that our actions
‘can -- and will -- make a difference.

So that's where we are right new -- poised to rise to the
challenge. But there's something else. National Assessment of
Educational Progress, or NAEP, is about to release a report. It
will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. It will
show that the level of student performance varies widely across
the country. And that we are not measuring up.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teecher,>

administrator, and elected official in the country. When you see
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the NAEP report, view it as evidence that we need high national
standards to serve as an incentive for every student. View it as
a personal call to accountability -- énd to action. This Panel
will. It will use this assessment as its benchmark -- a reminder
of what we must achieve.

| It will take a 1oﬂg time. For inétance,‘this Panel's charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. It will take
energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are the
building blocks of the American spirit. |

But we're armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids give
us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource of
any nation on eérth. We've seen our kids perform in the Persian
Gulf. We've seen what they can do. They inspire us to re-invent
our educational system. We must forge a system worthy of then.
We must create a system that will help them compete in the world
of the 21st century -- one that will let them be the Qery best in
that world. They can be the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford Sakai; of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed
up what we need in this battle when he called for: fCommitment.
Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing



5
crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. "Whatever
you can do ~- or dream you can do —-- begin it. For boldness has
genius, power, and magic in it."

We can respond to that call togéther. We can,dream bold
dreams -- and unleash the powef and magic that are, indeed, thé
genius of the American spirit. That's hdw we can re-invent
American education. May God bless us all.

# # # # #
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On Monday, June 3, at " 1:30 p.m., you will address
approximately 350 people at a meeting of the National Education

Goals Panel at the Grand Hyatt. You will be introduced by Governor
Roy Romer.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter) focus on the Panel's
role in promoting accountability as a means for improving our
educational system. The remarks mention the importance of America
2000, as well as the national education goals, and attempt to
defuse the impact of the upcoming (negative) NAEP assessment

report. They conclude with a call for us, as a nation, to work
together to improve our schools.
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Thank you, Roy [Romer]. I'm delighted to be here with our
National Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on behalf
of our nation. You're doing a great job. I.want especially to
thank you Governors, who spent much of the past year travelling
to Washington to deal with this challenging aséignment. And we
all owe a great debt to Governors Romer and Campbell for their
leadership on the Panel. Thank you all.

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to
do something about it.

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses. I talked to them about economic growth -
- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce. Education is .vital to everything we are and
everything we can become. But look at the facts. Eight years
ago, the National Commission on Excellence in Education published
its powerful indictment of our schools. Yet today, ours is still
a "nation at risk". |

At the same time, we remain devoted to education. If you
talk to parents, you'll hear that nothing is more important. No

nation on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and

importance of education. People from coast to coast have begun



2
the hard work of educational reform.

The non-partisan federal-state partnership brought this
issue to the forefront of the national agenda nearly 2 years ago.
We brought the nation's governors together for an unprecedented
education summit at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our first
education president. The governors weren't worried about their

place in history. They came to work. As they did, a compact
emerged -- one that rests not on flowery promises, but on a
challenge to raise our expectations and achieve concrete results.

We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, after reaching
out to educators, parents, and civic leaders, the governors and I
adopted six national education goals for the year 2000:

Readiness for School. School Completion. Student Achievement:
and Citizenship. Science and Mathematics Supremacy. Adult
Literacy and Lifetime Learning. And Safe, Drug-Free Schools.

These goals were in our minds as we developed one of this
administration's most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive
educational reform challenge known as "America 2000." America
2000 calls for a revolution in American education. It challenges
all Americans to raise expectations -- to pledge genuine
accountability -- and, above all, to create a new generation of.
American schools. It sets out to transform a naﬁion at risk into
a nation of students. And it urges everyone to make our
communities places where learning will happen.

Now we're here with a team that figures prominently in the
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"America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals Panel.
The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will report on
the nation's -- and the states' -- progress toward meefing our
education goals. In meetings with educational experts and in
regional forums across the country, this nonpartisan Panel has
-already launched a national dialogue about how to measure our
educational progress. '

I'know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
defining the first education report card to the nation. They'1ll
issue that report in September, on the second anniversary of the
education summit. This and subsequent reports will do more than
simply monitor our progress. They will use our new national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.

They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest_look at ourselves -- and at our
schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that our actions
can -- and will -- make a difference.

- S0 that's where we are right now -- poised to rise to the
challenge. But there's something else. National Assessment of
Educational Progress, or NAEP, is about to release a report. It
will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. It will
show that the level of student performance varies widely across
the country. And that we are not measuring up.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,

administrator, and elected official in the country. When you see
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the NAEP report, view it as evidence that we need high national

standards to serve as an incentive for every student. View it as

a personal call to accountability -- and to action. This Panel

will. It will use this assessment as its benchmark -- a reminder

of what we must achieve.

It will take a long time. For instance, this Panel's charge

is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. It will take

energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are the

building blocks of the American spirit.

But we're armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids give

us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource of

any nation on earth. We've seen our kids perform in the Persian

Gulf. We've seen what they can do. They inspire us to re-invent

our educational system. We must forge a system worthy of thenm.

We must create a system that will help them compete in the world

of the 21st century -- one that will let them be the very best in

that world. They can be the best. They will be the best.
Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers

like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed

up what we need in this battle when he called for: "Commitment.

Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your

meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a

pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward

our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing



5
crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. "Whatever
you can do -- or dream you can do =- begin it: For boldness has
genius, power, and magic in it." o

We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold .

dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent-
American education. May God bless us- all.

#- # #= # #-
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SUBJECT: _PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EDUCATION GOALS PANEL
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ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
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DARMAN ds Roelc:# 0
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Thank you, Roy. I'm delighted to be here with our Nationa

'a -

A ehallensme atamn’? > o OLdL
Education Goals Panel as it tackles %eugh-wurihoﬁ—eaffbehalf. Nt on,

/D)

., You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when \
/
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of

them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to

do something about it.

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, and talked to them about economic growth
-- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce.

Education is vital to everything we are and everything we
can become. But look at the facts. Eight years ago, the
Commiégg;-on Excellence in Education issued its powerful

A Nuhon ot Risic
indictment of our school§;7m§éfwfgagy, our nation is still at

risk.
we .
At the same time, our nation remalqi devoted to education.
If you talk to parents, nothing is more important. And no nation
on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and importance

of education. People from coast to coast have begun the hard
Th Fedeenc - shafe promership ~
work of educational reform. Wa_ia~gevernment»began nearly two

Years ago, at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our first education
Wabirs (e MQ(-? P
president. We brought the‘governors of-all—50-states together Govaind(G w/,
e i”" frtte 5/

for an unprecedented education summit. But the governors weren't
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worried about their place in history. They came to work. As

e Th
they did, a-seeiail compact emerged ---a-cempact that binds-

’

state legislators across the. country.—This-compaet rests not on

ra'se our u’pfa}”bw‘s
flowery promises -- but on a challenge to*achieve concrete §

results. » ydﬁ

Higho~ eypec fahens, o’/
We resolved then to become an America of-%oughaz:stznﬂzrds

/)mb/éaus o 9envine ﬂiounﬁl‘/ﬁ Afler reaching ouf %
higher goals, béé;efzéseans. Five months later, ima

edvcatoes, p»mn‘s, ano c;v,c /Pw’f"s w-e

/{,, [‘Zul/uv 2000
adopted-th€ six national education goals: Readiness for School.

School Completion. Student Achievement and C1tizenship. Science
a2 ?wﬂﬁuH and Mathematics Supremacy ¢ Safe, Drug-Free Schools. /And Adult
¢ :

L’_Literacy and Lifetime Learning.

These goals-heiped*us‘deveiop one of thls administration s

> W N\ L \ ™~ >N N\ ~A U\l

(- &

most exciting 1n1t1at1ves - a comprehen51ve educational reform
challenge known as "America 2000." America 2000 calls for a
revolution in American education. It challenges all Americans to
QN&"‘ 0" create better, more accountable schools; to create a new
' ” generation of American schools. It sets out to transform a
nation at risk into a nation of students -- and it urges everyone

pke ova places 7/
to ereate communities/where learning <an happen.

/’ /(””) a//’/ Ll'l S
B And now we're here with #6-Americans who-flgure prominently

in the "America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals
Panel. The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will do
this by reporting on the nation's -- and the states' -- progress

toward meeting our education goals. 1In meetings with educational
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has already launched a national dialogue about

O e SS,

how to measure our educational i;sé%k;
Yo are haty of week Né'm"\_g

g = ~F-know-that-the-members were hard—atworkearlier—teday,

of the education summit. This and subsequent reports will do
Use out New)
more than simply monitor our progress. They will set “national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.
They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.
This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our

<>-preeiews schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that

our actions can -- and will -- make a difference.

NSet> ( JArf
So that's where we are right now -- poised to -answer the
AnoTke
challenge. But there's something else. The National Assessment
. (NAEP) D 15 avé . ove=

of Educational Progress report is about to be released. The >
el e fresy TH wi !
report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. -But-
showd Tant JRe Jeve/ o s/veent pof/i¢/_7m¢! /A fd«n&af
o Rad ae pre NoT mensvein - | ,
tggﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁiiflshsf~:%%*VE*étarted—to—buiidzatbutt:::fntn:ngap

ourselves.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,

R c/&c%&d/ . A .
administrator, and gevernment official in the country. When you

see the NAEP report;, view it as a personal call to accountability
\ﬁew Foay endence Tt we aced high nehomed stanomios hat Wil Sere

== and to action.” This Panel will. It will use this assessment “ #*

I neemhne
as its benchmark -- a reminder of what we must achieve. gvesyshden’
Ao e 4 Z
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It'wiil take a long time. ~For iﬁS%Sﬁce; tg;s Pane%}s charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. “And it will
téke energy -- determination -- and 1maq1natlonf, But thdse are
tha/bulldlng’blocks of the Amerlcanfsplrlt.

But we are armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids
give us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource
of any nation on earth.

We've seen our kids perform in the Persian Gulf. We've seen
:S:%—they can do anything« They inspire us to re-invent our

2 .
educational system -- it—in- We must

ke worfhy of ovor gvaents amd
provide a system that will:let them compete in the world of the
21st century == and be the very best in that world. They can be
the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed
up what we need in this battle when he called for: "Commitment.

. unicatio d co .

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing

crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. "Whatever

yYou can do -- or dream you can do -- begin it. For boldness has
genius, power, and magic in it."

We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold
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dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the

genius of the American spirit.

American education. f%fd_rezinven@—hmeriea*s-tom
bless us all.

That's how we can re-invent

DZ—

OFrTrowsy~ May God
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Thank you, Roy. I'm delighted to be here with our'National
Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work onﬁ;@“ligaklf. i‘f;;/;

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to
do something about it.

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, and talked to them about economic growth
-- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce.

Education is vital to everything we are and everything we
can become. But look at the facts. Eight years ago, the
Committee on Excellence in Education issued its powerful
indictment of our schools. Yet today, our nation is still at
risk.

At the same time, our nation remains devoted to education.
If you talk to parents, nothing is more important. And no nation
on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and importance
of education. People from coast to coast have begun the hard

Fhe States ancl the Jederd Seall y
work of educational reform. We in?government nearly two ‘{yng

Years ago, at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our firét educatio
president. We brought the governors of all 50 states together

for an unprecedented education summit. But the governors weren't

lotet

-Doou‘-k_'__ ?H\l"(— V)‘l\ prow )d- ‘HMS 1SS~ Fo 711/“2
Su""m:”vil“az*hv(/ fordfasuck o &l redionaf
k< -&MA_ (_“09'9‘ o.‘a-zmﬂtot
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worried about their place in history. They came to work. As
they did, a social compact emerged -- a compact that binds
governors, the administration, parents, teachers, students, and
state legislators across the country. This compact rests ndt on
flowery promises -- but on a challenge to achieve concrete
results.

We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, in a
nonpartisan, federal-state partnership, the governors and I
adopted the six national education goals: Readiness for School.

School Completion. Student Achievement and Citizenship. Science

and Mathematics Supremacy. Vg;fe, Drug-Free Schools. ( And Adult
PR

Literacy and Lifetime Learning.

These goalskheipzf-ﬂf—deveiup one of this administration's.
~were cjeal 7 e out‘llfuo(j Qs Wwe d-eu-c/o/-ca(

most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive educational reform

!

challenge known as "America 2000." America 2000 calls for a
revolution in American education. It challenges all Americans to
create better, more accountable schools; to create a new
generation of American schools. It sets out to transform a
nation at risk into a nation of students -- and it urges everyone
to create communities where learning can happen.

And now we're here with 16 Americans who figure prominently
in the "America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals

Panel.  The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will do

this by reporting on the nation's -- and the states' -- progress

toward meeting our education goals. In meetings with educational
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has already launched a national dialogue about
how to measure our educational systemn.

I know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
trying to design the first national education report card.
They'll issue that report in ‘September, on the second anniversary
of the education summit. This and subsequent reports will do
more than simply monitor our progress.’ They will set national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.
They will help promote accountability -- and excellencé.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
precious schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that

our actions can -- and will -- make a difference. —

rise o Sea//.;
So that's where we are right now -- poised to answer the €515 ¢
: othe s
challenge. But there's something else. e National Assessment

WAEPD
of Educational Progress7report is about to be released. The

report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. But
we've already faced up to the crisis. We've begun asking the
tough questions. We've started to build a better future for
ourselves,

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,
administrator, and government official in the country. When you
See the NAEP report, view it as a personal call to accountability
-- and to action. This Panel will. It will use this assessment

o

as itz benchmark -- a reminder of what we must achieve.
oL
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It will take a long time. ‘Eoz:instanég, this Panel's charge

is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. And it will
take énergy == determination -- and imagination. But those are
the building blocks of the American spirit.

But we are armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids
give us a great Secret weapon. They're the best natural resource
of any nation on earth.

We've seen our kids perform in the Persian Gulf. We've seen
that they can do anything. They inspire us to re-invent our
educational system -- to re-create it in their image. We must
provide a system that will let them compete in the world of the
21st century -- and be the very best in that world. They can be
the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed:
up what we nee& in this battle when he called for: "Commitment.
Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makés this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing

crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. "Whatever

you can do -- or dream vou can do -- begin it. For boldness has
genius, power, and magic in it."

We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold
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dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent
American education. Aﬁd re-invent America's tomorrrows. May God

bless us all.
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Thank you, Roy. I'm delighted to be here with our National
Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on ear’behalf.&g;Z:%%;iﬁ

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to
do something about it.

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, and talked to them about economic growth
-— something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce.

Education is vital to everything we are and everything we
can become. But look at the facts. Eight years ago, the
Committee on Excellence in Education issued its powerful
indictment of our schools. Yet today, our nation is still at
risk.

At the same time, our nation remains devoted to education.
If you talk to parents, nothing is more important. And no nation
on earth 'believes as deeply as we do in the value and importance
of education. People from coast to coast have begun the hard
work of educational reform. We in government began nearly two
Years ago, at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our first education

president. We brought the governors of all 50 states together

for an unprecedented education summit. But the governors weren't
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worried about their place in history. They came to work. As
they did, a social compact emerged -- a compact that binds
governors, the administration, parents, teachers, students, and
state legislators across the country; This compact rests not on
flowery promises -- but on a challenge to achieve concrete
results.

We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, in a
nonpartisan, federal-state partnership, the governors and I
adopted the six national education goals: Readiness for School.
School Completion. Student Achievement and Citizenship. Science
and Mathematics Supremacy. safe, Drug-Free Schools. And Adult
Literacy and Lifetime Learning.

These goals helped us develop one of this administration's
most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive educational reform
challenge known as "America 2000." America 2000 calls for a
revolution in American education. It challenges all Americans to
create better, more accountable schools; to create a new
generation of American schools. It sets out to transform a
nation at risk into a nation of students -- and it urges everyone
to create communities where learning can happen.

And now we're here with 16 Americans who figure prominently
in the "America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals
Panel. The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will do
this by reporting on the nation's -- and the states' -- progress

toward meeting our education goals. 1In meetings with educational
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has already launched a national dialogue about
how to measure our educational system. |

I know that the members were hard at work earlier today;
trying to design the first national education report card.
They'll issue that report in September, on the second anniversary
of the education summit. This and subsequent reports will do
more than simply monitor our progress. They will set national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts. |
They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves —- and at our
pPrecious schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that
our actions can -- and will -- ﬁake a difference.

ASo that's where we are right now -- poised to answer the
challenge. But there's somet ing else. The National Assessment
of Educational Progress/géggit is about to be released. The
report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. But
we've already faced up to the crisis. lWe've begun asking the
tough questions. We've started to build a better future for .
ourselves.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,
administrator, and government official in the country. When you
see the NAEP report, view it as a personal call to accountability
. == and to action. This Panel will. It will use this assessment

as its benchmark -- a reminder of what we must achieve.
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It will take a long time. For instance, this Panel's charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. And it will
take energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are
the building blocks of the American spirit.

But we are armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids
give us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource
of any nation on earth.

We've seen our kids perform in the Persian Gulf. We've seen
that they can do anything. They inspire us to re-invent our
educational system -- to re-create it in their image. We must
provide a system that will let them compete in the world of the
21st century -- and be the very best in that world. They can be
the‘best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed
up what we need in this battle when he called for: "Commitment.
Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding'us towvard
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing

crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. "Whatever

-you can do -= or dream you can do -- begin it. For boldness has
genius, power, and magic in it."

We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold
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dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent

American education. May God

bless us all.
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has already launched a national dialogue about
how to measure our educational system.

I know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
trying to design the first national education report card.
They'll issue that report in September, on the second anniversary
of the education summit. This and subsequent reports will do
more than simply monitor our progress. They will set national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.

They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
precious schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that
our actions can =-- and will -- make a difference.

So that's where we are right now -- poised to answer the
challenge. But there's something else. The National Assessment
of Educational Progress report is about to be released. The l;ffﬁ\
report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do.ABat
will show trat e level of students Perfrmance vavies
we*ve—aireadymfacadmupﬂte«%he~er%s&sw—vWe*ve_begun~asking~thew
witl] oo im—tes ocvosS the w{m’Wz-
teugh estions. We've started to build a better future for _
aurselves.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,

administrator, and government official in the country. When you

see the NAEP report, view it as a personal call to accountabilit

View it as evidence -- (£ move eundeue wus needed —|—

-=- and to action.A This Panel will. It will use this assessment ;

At we neeo high nahonal standarvd s dhat will seyve a$ am. wmcenthve

as its benchmark -- a reminder of what we must achieve.

ever y shw) ho watter wheve he ov she alends sches (.
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Thank you, Roy. I'm delighted to be here with our Natiénal
Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on our behalf.

You know, theré are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have ﬁ crisis in American education, and we've got to
do something about it.

B ¢ just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, and talked to them about economic grqwth
-- something we can't achieve Vithout an educated, motivated
workforce. _

Education is vital to everything wé are énd everything we
can beéome. But look at the facts. Eight years ago, thg
Committee on-Excellence in Eduéation issued its po&erful
indictment of our schools. Yet today, our nation.is still at
risk.

At the same time, our nation remains devoted to education.
If yoﬁ talk to parents,vnothihg is more important. And no nation
on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and importance
of education. People from coast to coast have Seguh the hard
work of educational reform. We in government began-nearly twd
years'ago;'ét the home of Thomas Jefferson, ouf first education

:president. We brought the governors of all 50 states together

for an unprecedented education summit. But the governors weren't
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worried about their place in history. They came to work. As
they did, a social compact emerged -- a compact that bihds
governors, the administration, parents, teachers, students, and
state legislators across the country. This compact rests not on
flowery promises -- but on a challenge to achieve concrete
results.

We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. .Five months later, in a
nonpartisan, federal-state partnership, the governors and I
adopted the six national education goals: Readiness for School.
School Completion. Student Achievement and Citizenship. Science
and Mathematics Supremacy. Safe, Drug-Free SCﬁools. And Adult
LiteracY-and Lifetime Learning. |

-These goals helped us develop one of this administration's
most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive educational reform
'challenge known as "America 2000." America 2000 calls for a
revolution in American education. It challenges all Americans to
create better, more eccountable schools; to create-a new
.generation of American schools. It sets out to transform a
nation at risk into a nation of students -- and it urges everyone
to create communities where learning can happen.

And now we're here with 16 Americans.who figure prominently
in the "America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals
Panel. The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will do
this by reporting on the nation's -- and the stateg! -- progress

toward meeting our education goals. In meetings with educational
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has  already iaunched a national dialogue about
how to measume our educationalisystem.

~ I know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
trying to design the first national education report card.
They'll issue that report in September, on the.second anniversary .
of the education summit. This and subsequent reports will do
more than simply monitor our progress. They will set national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.
They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force‘ﬁs to take an honestllook‘at ourselves -- and at our
precious schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that
our actions can -- and will -- make a difference.

So that's where we are right now -- Poised to answer the
challenge. But there's something else. The National Assessment
of Educational Progress report is about to be released. The
report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. But
we've already faced up to the crisis. We've begun asking the
tough questions. We've started to build a better future for
ourselves.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,
administrator, and government official in the country. When you
‘see the NAEP report, view it as a personal call to accountability
== and to action. This Panel will. It will use this assessment

as its benchmark -- a reminder of what we must achieve.
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>It will take a long time. For instance, this Panel's charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. And it will
take energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are
the building blocks of the American spirit.

But we are armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids
give us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource
of any nation on earth.

We've seen our kids perform in the Persian Gulf. We've seen
that they can do anything. They inspire us to re-invent our
educational system -~ to re-create it in their image. We must
provide a system that will let them compete in the world of the
21st century -- and be the very best in that world. They can be
the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -=- teachers
like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakéa High School. He summed
up what we need in this battle when he called for: "Commjtment.
Carin ommon sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing
crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. “Whatever
. ¥ou can do ~-= or dream you can do -- begin it. For boldness has
enius we and magjc in it."

We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold
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dreams -- and unleash the power-and magic that are, indeed, the
genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent
American education. And re-invent America's tomorrrows. May God

bless us all.
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Thank you, Roy. I'm delignted to be here with our National
Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on our behalf.

. . You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join ; crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got to
do something about it.

I just ceme'from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, and talked to them about economic growth
-- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce. '

Education is vital to everything we are and everything we
can become. But look at the facts. Eight years ago, the
Committee on Excellence in Education issued its powerful
indictment of our schools. Yet today, our nation is still at
risk.

At the same time, our nation remeins devoted to education.
If You talk to parents, nothing is more important. And no nation
on earth believes as deeply as we do in the velue and importance
of education. People from coast to coast have begun the hard
work of educational reform. We in government began nearly two
,years ago, at the home of Thomas Jefferson;!our first education

. pre51dent. We brought the governors of all 50 states together

for an unprecedented education summit. But the governors weren't
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worried about their place in history.: They came to work. as

-they did, a social compact emefged -- a compact that binds

governors, the administraticn, parents, teache:s, students, and
state legislators across the country. This compact rests not on
flowery promises -- but on a challenge to achieve concrete
results.

We resolved then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. . Five months later, in a s
nonpartisan, federal-state partnership, the governors and I
adopted the six national education goals: Readiness for School.

School Completion. Student Achievement and C1tizensh1p. Science

and Mathematics Supremacy. Safe, Drug-Free Schools. And Adult

Literacy and Lifetime Learning.
These goals helped us develop one of this administration's
most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive educational reform

challenge known as "America 2000." America 2000 calls for a

revolution in American education. It cha lenges all Am erlcgns to /

Create bettef, more accountable schoolég to create a new
generation of American schools. It sets out to transform a
nation at risk into a nation of students -- and it urges everyone
to create communities where learning can happen.

And now we're here with 16 Americans who figure pfominently

in the “America,ZOOO" game plan‘;- the National Education Goals

Panel. ‘The Pariel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will do

this by reportlng on the nation' 's -- and the states' -- pfogress

toward meeting our education goals. In meetings with educational
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has already launched a national dialogue about
' how to measure our edocational system.

I know that the members were hard at work earller today,
trying to design the first national educatlon report card.
They'll issue that report in September, on the second anniversary
of the education summit. _This and subsequent reports will do
more than simply monitor our progress. They will set national
standards. They will supply clear direction»to our efforts.

They will help promote accountability -=- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
pPrecious schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that
our actions can -- and will -- make a difference.

So that's where we are right now -- p01sed to answer the
challenge. ~But there's something else. The National Assessment
of Educational Progress report is about to be released. The
report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. But
we've already faced up to the crisis. We've begun asking the
tough'questions. We've started to build a better future for
ourselves. ‘

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,
'administrator, and government official in the countryt When you
‘See the NAEP- report v1ew it as a personal call to accountability
';- and to action. This Panel w111 It will use this assessment

as its benchmark -~ a reminder of what we must achieve.



4

It will take a loﬁg time. For instance} this Panel's charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. And it will
take energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are
the.building blocks of the American spirit.

But we are armed for this battle. fortunately, our kids
give us é,great secret weapon; They're the best natural resoufce
of any nation on earth. B

We've seen our kids perform in the Persian Gulf. We've seen
that they can do anything. They inspire us to re-invent our
educational system -- to re-create it in their image. We must
proﬁide a system that will‘let them compete in the world of the
21st century -- and be the very best in that world. They can be
the best. They will be the best;

Teachers also prqvide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed
up what we need in thlS battle when he called for: ."Commitment.

Caring. Common sense. Communlcatlon. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the country. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what ﬁay be the most pressing

crlsls of our society, a. favorlte quote comes to mind. " eve
you ‘can do --. or dream’ vou can 'do ==~ beglg t. For bgldnesg has
genius, power,,and magic in it.m .

We can respond to that call together. , We can dream bold
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dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
~genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent |
Amerigan education. And re-invent America's tomorrrows. May God

bless us all.
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Thank you, Roy. I'm delighted to be here with our National
Education Goals Panel as it tackles tough work on our behalf.

You know, there are only a few moments in our lives when
we're called by our nation to join a crusade. This is one of
them. We have a crisis in American education, and we've got.to
do something about it.

I just came from a meeting with the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, and talked to them about economic growth
-- something we can't achieve without an educated, motivated
workforce.

Education is vital to everything we are and everything we
can become. But look at the facts. Eight years ago, the
Committee on Excellence in Education issued its powerful
indictment of our schools. Yet today, our nation is still at
risk.

At the same time, our nation remains devoted to education.
If you talk to parents, nothing is more important. And no nation
on earth believes as deeply as we do in the value and importance
of education. People from coast to coast have begun the hard
work of educational reform. We in government began nearly two
years ago, at the home of Thomas Jefferson, our first education

president. We brought the governors of all 50 states together

for an unprecedented education summit. But the governors weren't



2
worfied about their place in history. They came to work. As
they did, a social compact emerged -- a compact that binds
governors, the administration, parents, teachers, students, and
state legislators across the country. This compact rests not on
flowery promises -- but on a challenge to achieve concrete
results.

We resolvéd then to become an America of tougher standards,
higher goals, bigger dreams. Five months later, in a
nonpartisan, federal-state partnership, the governors and I
adopted the six national education goals: Readiness for School.
School Completion. Student Achievement and Citizenship. Science
and Mathematics Supremacy. Safe, Drug-Free Schools. And Adult
Literacy and Lifetime Learning.

These goals helped us develop one of this administration's
most exciting initiatives -- a comprehensive educational reform
challenge known as "America 2000." America 2000 calls for a
revolution in American education. It challenges all Americans to
create better, more accountable schools; to create a new
generation of American schools. It sets out to transform a
nation at risk into a nation of students -- and it urges everyone
to create communities where learning can happen.

And now we're here with 16 Americans who figure prominently
in the "America 2000" game plan -- the National Education Goals
Panel. The Panel's charge is to hold us accountable. It will do
this by reportiﬂg on the nation's -- and the states' -- progress

toward meeting our education goals. 1In meetings with educational
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experts and in regional forums across the country, this
nonpartisan Panel has already launched a national dialogue about
how to measure our educational system.

I know that the members were hard at work earlier today,
trying to design the first national educétion report card.
They'll issue that report in September, on the second anniversary
of the education summit. This and subséquent reports will do
more than simply monitor our progress. They will set national
standards. They will supply clear direction to our efforts.

They will help promote accountability -- and excellence.

This Panel's work will hold a mirror up to the nation and
force us to take an honest look at ourselves -- and at our
precious schools. When we look in that mirror, we'll see that
our actions can -- and will -- make a difference.

So that's where we are right now -- poised to answer the
challenge. But there's something else. The National Assessment
of Educational Progress report is about to be released. The
report will tell us what we already know: We have work to do. But
we've already faced up to the crisis. We've begun asking the
tough questions. We've started to build a better future for
ourselves.

I want to talk directly to every parent, student, teacher,
administrator, and government officia; in the country. When you
see the NAEP report, view it as a personal cgll to accountability
-- and to action. This Panel will. It will use this assessment

as its benchmark -- a reminder of what we must achieve.
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It will take a long time. For instance, this Panel's charge
is for a decade. It will take a lot of tough work. And it will
take energy -- determination -- and imagination. But those are
the building blocks of the American spirit.

But we are armed for this battle. Fortunately, our kids
give us a great secret weapon. They're the best natural resource
of any nation on earth.

We've seen our kids perform in the Persian Gulf. We've seen
that they can do anything. They inspire us to re-invent our
educational system -- to re-create it in their image. We must
provide a system that will let them compete in the world of the
21st century -- and be the very best in that world. They can be

the best. They will be the best.

Teachers also provide an incredible resource -- teachers
like Danford Sakai, of Hawaii's Waiakea High School. He summed
up what we need in this battle when he called for: "Commitment.
Caring. Common sense. Communication. And courage."

I want to thank this Panel on behalf of the coﬁntry. Your
meeting makes this an important day -- a concrete beginning and a
pledge of commitment. You are our navigator -- guiding us toward
our New World Standards of excellence in education.

As we prepare to confront what may be the most pressing
crisis of our society, a favorite quote comes to mind. "Whatever

you can do =- or dream you can do —-- begin it. For boldness has

genius, power, and magic jin it."

We can respond to that call together. We can dream bold
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dreams -- and unleash the power and magic that are, indeed, the
genius of the American spirit. That's how we can re-invent

American education. And re-invent America's tomorrrows. May God

bless us all.



