Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:
S S

FOIA

MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13569
Folder ID Number: 13569-003

Folder Title:
Air Force Academy Commencement 5/29/91 [OA 6033]

Section: Position:

26 17 =




MARY —-—Z2g8—31 (g X L s & AT U1 P A AT — v e e ——
\ 503

-

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

FAX (313) 747-4133

Today's Date: S-2f- _C7/
T0: HE€ . J e Jha./-;/w LOCATION:
FROM: M. Yeetenls Haky  DEPT. tnotyzy sivieny Seovicey

 ADDRESS: Z3¢y/ WIcilloant s
PHONE NUMBER:_"2¢3 - 79¢ Y

Total number of pages, including cover sheet._ #o

R K L ) L. , s e . -
Comments: Vezmcrfads 'S o & (g srEal Fac M SICAAY NIY

. —————— i ————— — ——

*If all pages are not received, please notify sender immecdiately.



OFFICE OF MINORITY STUDENT SERVICTS 2300 MICHIIGAN UNION
’ Ann Arhor, Michigan 48109-1149

TS Th1-9044

May 28, 1991

Mr. Jim Shaffer o

Office of the President for Public Liaisons
Room 128 Old Executive Office Building
The White klouse

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Shaffer:

Per our conversation, enclosed is Yee Chang’s bio and the letter, which 1 mailed o Mr.
Sichan Siv a few wecks ago. Further information regarding Yee Chang, he is the third
child of eight children, and he along with the whole family cmigrated to the United States in
Scptember of 1976." Again, Yee Chang is the first of six million Hinongs in the world 1o
graduate from this most prestigious institution. :

1 hope that this will be some help to you. Please feel free to contact me if you have further
questions. ‘

Sincerely,

Asian American Representative.

Enc.

P.S. Twillbe in D.C, from Saturday to Monday, Junc &- 10, 1991 and would very much
like tc mect Mr. Siv for cither lunch or dinner if his calendar permits. T would like 10
discuss with him rcgarding the issues and developments in the countrics of Southcast Asia,
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Wednesday, April 24, 1991

P-6, CB)(6)

Mr. Sichan Siv _ o
Deputy Assistant 10 the President for Rubhc Linisons
Room 128 Old Executive Office Building

The White House

washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Siv:
Greetings! 1 hope that this letter finds you in good and fine health.

In the Fall of 1987, my younger brother, YeeChang 1lang entered the United States
Military Academy at West Point. This June 1st, he will be the first Hmong American from

Laos to graduate from this most prestigious miliary academy.

He will be making history, and will be a source of inspiration and teadership to the Hmong
Armerican community in this country. My people have demonstrated excraplary loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America in our close association with the Central
Intelligent Agency during the Vietnam 'Struggle’ in Laos. My father faithfully served in
that struggle as a Major in the Office of Intelligence.

My father is very pleased und filled with pride that one of his sons has followed him into
the army and will faithfully serve this new found country as he did the old country. Itis
with such pride that I write on my Eather's behalf to request of your assistance. My father
heart's desire is to have a photo session with the President, but knowing that such request
is nearly impossible, he would appreciate a personal letter of congratulation and 2 photo
from the President of the United States to comMmEmorate my brother's graduation from
West Point. Tt would be a token that the United States has not forgouen her old allics, and
it would mean very much to him, the family, and to the Himong American community.

Enclosed please find YeeChang's bio. Ithank you for your time and look forward 10
hearing from you. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

Yeeleng Hang

Enclosure
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West Point, New York 10997

(914) 938-4633

Education: Unites States Military Academy(USMA) 01 Junc 1991
West Point, New York
Reese High School (7 June 1987
Reese, Michigan

Leadership

Expericnce: Unites Stares Military Acadenny, West Point
Platoon Leader, 1991
Squad Leader, 1990
Team Leader, 1989
Reese High School
President, Student Council, 1986-87
Vice President, National Honors Socicty, 1986-87
Vice President, German Club, 1986-87
Treasurer, German Club, 1984-86

Honors: Salutatorian, Reese High School, 1987

National Honors Society, 1086, ‘87
National Scholar/Athlete Award, 1987
Michigan Thumb Academic All-Conference, 1987

References Available upon request



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 24, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMARESTE

TONY SNOW 75

FROM: MARK LANGE%
SUBJECT: AIR FORCE ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
I. SUMMARY

II‘.

On Wednesday, May 29, at 11:25 a.m., you will address
the U.S. Air Force Academy's Class of 1991 in Falcon Stadium
in Colorado Springs. The audience will be 20,000 or more.

DISCUSSION

The remarks (16 minutes, on teleprompter) discuss your
defense program in the context of "lessons learned" from the
Gulf war. There is specific criticism of the House action
cutting funds for the B-2 and G-PALS, in addition to a veto
threat for "any bill that doesn't meet this nation's
legitimate defense needs."

* * * We've just received word of a possible Middle East
arms control insert to come from NSC. We reminded the NSC
that your preference -- per our May 23 meeting with Gen.
Scowcroft -- was not to treat a Middle East arms initiative
as an insert.

A NOTE ON HUMOR: The "altitude" joke at the beginning is a
standard line that any cadet must repeat on demand.
Regarding the joke at the bottom of page 7, cadets must fill
out a form rating every meal in the dining hall. Everyone
fills it out the same way, answering questions 1-6 with
"Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." This litany is
so well known to every cadet that it is sometimes used as a
code to recognize fellow graduates.



(Lange/Simon)
May 24, 1991

4:30 P.M.
DRAFT FIVE
[USAF.FTS]

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1991

11:25 A.M.
[ Senator Goldwater, Secretary Rice, General McPeak, General
Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen, graduates: "Our altitude is 7,250
feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West Point or
Annapolis."™ \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Flunked my room
inspection at Kennebunkport this morning. Barbara gave me 20
demerits. \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of doing an
Immelman over the stadium. \\ ]]

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the

home of the quick and the brave. There's never been a better day
to be part of this magnificent team. \\

For 40 years, my generation struggled in the confines of a
divided world -- frozen in the ice of ideological conflict,
preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in Europe.
More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether America
still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden of world
leadership. My fellow Americans, we do -- and we will.\\

Through strength of example and commitment, we lead. You
have been taught the price and importance of leadefship. As you
leave the academy, you answer your nation's cail to advance the
cause of freedom -- to lead.

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned --
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but Americans rarely mistake cynicisﬁ for sophistication.
Patriotism binds the real and lasting fabric of our nation.
Assertive but not arrogant --;self—assured, kind, gené;ous -- we
- remain committed to our fundamental values.

So today I speak to you, and to every member of America's
armed forces, to say thanks: When others weren't sure we were up
to the task -- you were. \\ When your qountry asked you to
serve, you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we
can't" -- you said, "Yes. We are ready. We can." \\ You and
your colleagues in all the services prove that Americans consider
no risk too great, no burden too onerous -- to defend our
interests and our principles.

.Consider our fundamental decency and humanity -- our
commitment to liberty. Our service men and women in the Gulf,
weary from months.in the desert, now help suffering Kurds and the
people of Bangladesh. We do not dictate the courses nations
follow, but neither can we overlook the fact that our example
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. Margaret

Thatcher stood with me in Aspen on the day Iraq invaded Kuwait.
She offered her nation's full support and faith. She expressed
confidence in our commitment to principle. You may have heard
what she told me that day -- she said, "Don't go wobbly." Well,
"we didn't. Joined by the world's leading nations, we worked to

create a coalition in which countries, great and small, joined
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forces to liberate a tiny land. That coalition saw soldiers from
dozens of lands fight shoulder-to-shoulder, fly wingtip-to-
wingtip -- in the cause of freedom. -

Make no mistake: our changing world will continue to pose
enormous and often unforeseen challenges. Look to the task of.
bringing peace to the Middle East. Look to the economies of
Eastern Eurbpe, ravaged by years of communism and corruption.
Ancient rivalries have revived in the Balkans, in the Soviet
Union. Many well-armed nations of the Developing World stare.at
one another in defiance and suspicion.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

We've seen remarkable political change. But the Soviet -
Union retains enormous military strength. It has deployed six
new strategic missile systems and two new strategic bombers in
the}past few years. With five new strategic missile systems in
development, they'll bé ready for yet another round of strategic
modernization by the mid-1990's.

At the same time, however, the military component of the
Warsaw pact has withered away, and Soviet troops héve embarked on
the long trek home from Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland -- and
from a reunified Germany. We are hopeful that the Soviet Union

itself will continue to move toward freedom.
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As Superpower polarization and conflict melt, military
thinkers must focus on smaller, more volatile regimes -- regions
packed with modern weapons and seething with ancient éhbitions.

We are committed to stopping the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction. But there is danger that despite our efforts,
by the end of this century nearly two dozen developing nations
could have ballistic missiles. Many already have nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons programs.

Our military must evolve and change with this changing
world. Last year, I announced a shift in our defense focus: away
from old threats -- and toward the dangers that will face us in
years to come; away from fixed garrisons and toward a more agilé,
flexible military force. I also called for new technology in our
defense systems.

We must not let the 100-hour success of the ground war
obscure the fact that we needéd six months to deploy those
forces. \\ Nor can we forget that fiscal constraints make it
more important than ever to spend less -- and spend smart.

I've proposed a defense package that meets these demands.

In the years ahead, defense spending will drop to below 4 percent
of G.N.P. -- the lowest level in over 50 years. But we propose
to spend that money in ways that address the threats we are
likely to face in the future. While we developed this budget
before the Gulf War, it anticipates the most important lessons of

that war -- lessons some in Congress now ignore:
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Gulf Lesson One is the value of air power. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power.;ould do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- a
former political science professor here at the Academy -- and
said, "Brent, does this guy really know what he's talking about?"
General Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like
the entire Air Force, was right on target. \\

The Gulf war taught us that we must retain superiority and
credibility in the skies. We must deploy systems that enable us
to move freely and swiftly where we must. \\

Then there's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iraqi command center in
Kuwait.. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iragis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.

Surprise is a classic principle of warfare -- and it depends
on sound intelligence work. But stealth adds a new dimension of
surprise. Our air strikes were the most effective, yet humane,
in the history of warfare. v

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:
doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less, and targeting
soldiers, not civilians. It flew hundreds of sorties into the
most heavily defended areas without a scratch.

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
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a stealth bomber, the B-2. From the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the conventional load of an F-117 and can fly five tiﬁ;s further
between refuelings. It gets to the job faster, with more tons of
ordnance -- without the force build-up and time we needed prior
to Desert Storm -- and without even needing foreign airfields in
the immediate proximity-of a conflict.

Yet last week, the House of Representatives voted to
terminate the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary

weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is "too expensive" hasn't

"seen flak up close lately.\\ America needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf JTesson Three: We learned that missile defense works,

and that it promotes peace and security. In the Gulf, we had
technologies of defense to pick up where theories of deterrence

left off. Saddam was not deterred, but the Patriot saved lives

-—- and helped keep the coalition together.

Another American Presidenf who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

Such was our approach as we completely refocused Strategic
Defense toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-
PALS." 1In terms of cost, feasibility, and strategic stability,
G-PALS greatly advances the Strategic Defense Initiative. It

defends us and our allies from accidental launches, or the
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smaller-scale strikes of international renegades. While our
ground-based systems worked well in the Gulf -- and the Patriot
was spectacular -- we must prepare for the missiles mé;e likely
to be used by future aggressors. As I said, we can't build a
defense system that simply responds to the threats of the past.

Yet some in Congress want to gut our ability to develop
strategic defenses -- defenses to protect America and its friends
from renegade or accidental ballistic missile attacks. Last week

the House irresponsibly voted to cut nearly $2 billion from SDI

and to kill its most promising technologies. We hope the Senate

will restore our missile defense programs, to safequard American
and allied lives, and to promote security. \\

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. People fight and win wars -- and this nation
never has fielded better fighting men and women than it does
today. In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the military
had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and climbing.
The military has become our greatest equal opportunity employer.
It offers everyone a chance and it promotes people solely on the
basis of their merit. The men and women you will soon be leading
are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any time,
ever. \\ [[ You know, I was tempted to ask Gen. Scowcroft how
he thought I was performing during the war, but I was afraid he'd
say, "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." \\ 1]

Although we will have to cut troop levels by 25 percent by

mid-decade, we must ensure that they remain fully prepared to
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respond guickly and decisively to crises. We must ensure that
they have weapons that respond to.mi;itarx necessity -- ndt
political convenience. We must not compromise our reaainess just
to protect unnecessary programs and unneeded bases.

So I say to the Congress: Don't waste taxpayer money on
unneeded and unwanted hardware. Don't prevent needed changes in
the Guard and Reserve. Let's learn from the Gulf war -- and look
to_the future. \\

No President could deny Congress its right to approve

budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national defense -- and I will veto

any bill that doesn't meet this nation's legitimate defense needs
== any bill without G-PALS and the B-2. \\

Let's make our forces leaner and more effective. Don't
weigh them down with pork. \\ Don't deny our people the tools
they will need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates will find that no one who engages you will
have your skills, your technology, and your support. You'll find
that in world leadership we have no challengers -- and no end of
challenges. |

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted. [Let me be the first.]

God bless you all -- and good luck.

¥ # # #
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(t Senator Goldwater, Secretary Rice, General McPeak, General
Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen, graduates: "our altitude is 7,250
feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West Point or
Annapolis."™ \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Flunked my room
inspection at Kennebunkport this morning. Barbara gave me 20
demerits. \\' Then I had to talk my Pilot out of doing an
Immelman over the stadium. \\ ]]

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the
home of the quick and the brave. There's never been a better day
to be part of this magnificent team. \\ |

For 40 years, my generation struggled in the confines of a
divided world —- frozen in the ice of ideological conflict,
preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in Europe.
More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether America
still possessed the strengthsqu will to bear the burden of world

W&L\M‘ S\r\oww\ K‘- ‘-'-‘W\a( *k‘“"r
leadership. My fellow Americans,Age do -- and we will.\\

Through strength of example and commitment, we lead. You
have been taught the price and importance of leadership. As you

leave the academy, you answer your nation's call to advance the

cause of freedom ~- to lead. There is a new sense of pride and

patriotism in our land. It is good for our nation's soul.
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The beltway cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old
fashioned -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. Patriotism binds the real and lasting fabric of

our nation. Assertive but not arrogant -- self-assured, kind,

generous -- we remain committed to our fundamental values.

So today I speak to you, and to every member of America's
armed forces, to say thanks: When others weren't sure we were up
to the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to

serve, you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we

can't" -- you said, "Yes. We are ready. We can." \\ You and

your colleagues in all the services prove that Americans consider
no risk too great, no burden too onerous to defend our interests
and our principles -- in short, to do what's just and right.

Consider our fundamental decency and humanity -- our
commitment to liberty. Our service men and women in the Gulf,
weary from months in the desert, now help suffering Kurds and the
people of Bangladesh. When a carrier on the way home after
months in the Gulf was diverted to Bangladesh, a crewman was
asked, "Areﬁ't you disappointed?" He replied, "Not at all.

We're saving lives. We're doing what we ought to do."

We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but neither
can we overlook the fact that our example reshapes the world. We
cannot right all wrongs -- but neither can any nation lead as we
can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. Margaret

Thatcher stood with me in Colorado on the day Iraqg invaded



Alorogh

\L-.\\'\.cr\
/

>

A o+ sauwp our
5 Foreeg AS Puclhl

“w TROTEGLATED AS MY 1L owk
HTorY, D EMOSTRATING

THE TRUE STWENGTH
OF <1 wT oPSTATIES

Kuwait. She offered her nation's full support \and faith. She

expressed confidence in our commitment to principle. You may
'Don't go v

wobbly." Well, we didn't. Joined by the world's lewding

have heard what she told me E:_hat day -- she said:,\

nations, we worked to create a coalition in which counXries,

S M\\ [ o
great and small, joined forces to liberate a tiny—tand.
coalition saw soldiers from dozens of lands fight shoulderito-
shoulder, fly wingtip-to-wingtip -- in the cause of freedom. N

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told: the Class
of '86, “"there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Oour two systems represent fundamentally different values." /

S\\\‘c.{*'\'\@u/ ] ) .
We've seen remarkable political change. But the Soviet

A
Union retains enormous military strength., It will have the
largest land force in Europe for the foreseeable future. With
perhaps five new strategic missile systems in development,
they'll be ready for yet another round of strategic modernization
by the mid-1990's.

/ ,
At the same time, however, ehe-%ﬁ&a—ry—empeﬁe-n&-eé—tﬁ;]

-wa-Es-au—pa.cJ;_has_w.Lthe-Eed—awa-h—a-né Soviet troops have embarked on

the long trek home from Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland -- and
from a reunified Germany. We are hopeful that the Soviet Union
itself will continue to move toward freedom.

As Superpower polarization and conflict melt, military
thinkers must focus on more volatile regimes -- regions packed
with modern weapons and seething with ancient ambitions. We are

committed to stopping the proliferation of weapons of mass
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destruction. But there is danger that despite our efforts, by’
the end of this century nearly two dozen developing nations could
have ballistic missiles. Many already have nuclear, chemical or

biological weapons programs.

___——Nowhere are the dangers of weapons proliferation more urgent
than in the Middle East. So, in consultation with governments
both within and beyond the region, we must work to halt the
proliferation of conventional, nuclear, biological and chemical

weapons in the Middle East. We understand it won't be easy -- glPL“l

—but the-path—topeace never 9~ = \ @
As the world changes, our military(éefe—a%—homélmust evolve -
and change with it. Last year, I announced a shift in our

defense focus: away from old threats -- and toward the dangers

that will face us in years to come;[é?ay—frumrfixeﬂ'@ﬁ?fisvﬂél

'teuaadya more agile, flexible military forceL I also called for

w\\gv\_‘ *~\—\w‘ (u:.\.\L VU-D-M/ .]
We must not let the 100-hour success of the ground war vuVAMAQﬁ

OAG r~
obscure the fact that we needed six months to deploy those weedeo

new technology in our defense systems.

forces. \\ Nor can we forget that fiscal constraints make it

more important than ever to spend less -- and spend smart.

I've proposed a defense package to the Congress that meets
these demands. In the years ahead, defense spending will drop to

below 4 percent of G.N.P. -- the lowest level in over 50 years.

But we propose to spend that money in ways that address the
threats we are likely to face in the future. While we developed

this budget before the Gulf War, it anticipates{igﬁqﬁﬁﬂéj 77
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important lessons of that war -- lessons some in Congress now
ignore:

Gulf Lesson One is the value of air power. I remember

meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- a
former political science professor here at the Academy -~ and
said, "Brent, does this guy really know what he's talking about?"
General Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like
the entire Air Force, was right on target. \\

The Gulf war taught us that we must retain combat
superiority in the skies. £éad_we_must_deploy_the_airliée—%hat
enabies—us-to-move—freefyﬂa%+1w&£%+yﬂﬁnﬂnr1ﬁrimst:}\\ ‘iﬁ’

Then there's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of Stealth.

Surprise is a classic principle of warfare —- and it depends on
sound intelligence work. But stealth adds a new dimension of
surprise. Our air strikes were the most effective, yet humane,

in the history of warfare.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

" N ' ] . s .
¢~ doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less, and targeting

soldiers, not civilians. It flew hundreds of sorties into the

most heavily defended areas without a scritch.
O

TK:M;_,A—SLO.(; we STSUCCES ; - '
bt pauohchion to Fhas | ™,
¥ Ve Stealth bomber, the B-2. Not only for its =2

contribution to nuclear deterrence, but also from the standpoint
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of conventional cost-effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It



6

carries over ten times the conventional load of an F-117 and can
fly five times further between refuelings. It gets to the job
faster, with more tons of ordnance -- without the force build-up
and time we needed prior to Desert Storm -- and without needing

foreign airfields in the immediate proximity of a conflict. And

aAperoac Copt— /
it replaces B-52 aircraft twi as—e;d—asnyou graduates. <AM>

A
vet last week, the House of Representatives voted to
‘] ‘f\r\ oS _
. - - L] [}
terminate the B-2 Efeaith redlrectlnquunds to unnecessary

weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is "too expensive" hasn'‘t

seen flak up close lately.\\ America needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf lLesson Three: We learned that missile defense works,

ATACY ¥ OSEE L4 —d A AR e

and that it promotes peace and security. 1In the Gulf, we had
technologies of defense to pick up where theories of deterrence

left off. Saddam was not deterred, but the Patriot saved lives

-- and helped keep the coalition together.
That's one reason we've refocused Strategic Defense toward

Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS." It

defends us and our allies from accidental launches, or the P
missile attacks of international renegades. While our—greund= -
based—systems worked well in the Gu1€/r—-aad—the—Pa%;iot—was
speetaeutar——we must prepare for the missiles more likely to be
used by future aggressors. As 1 said, we can't build a defense
system that simply responds to the threats of the past.

Yet some in Congress want to gut our ability to develop

strategic defensesj;——de£enses_tQ_p:otect-Amarica,-its—ie*ees, @@5
and—its’tfiéﬁﬁgf:]Last week theJHouse irresponsibly voted to cut
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nearly $2 billion from G-PALS and to kill its most promising
technologies. I call on the Senate to restore our missile

defense programs, to safequard American and allied lives, and to

promote security. \\

Gulf Lesson Four,iigg—ftnai—icé]most fundamental, is theéf§> —

value of people. People fight and win wars -- and this nation

never has fielded better fighting men and women than it does
today. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the military
had high. school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and climbing.

The military has become our greatest equal opportunity employer.
It offers everyone a chance and it promotes people solely on the
basis of their merit. The men and women you will soon be leading
are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any time,

ever. \\ ‘[[ You know, I was tempted to ask Gen. Scowcroft how

he thought I was performing during the war, but I was afraid he'd
say, "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." \\ 1]]
Although we will cut troop levels by 25 percent by mid-

decade, we must ensure that they remain fully prepared to respond

quickly and decisively to crises. We must ensure that they are
totally integrated, taking full advantage of the kinds of joint
operations so powerfully demonstrated in the Gulf. We must

ensure that they have weapons that emerge from military necessity

-- not pork barrel politics. ‘We must not compromise our
readiness just to protect unneeded programs and bases.
No President could deny Congress its right to approve

budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my
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greatest responsibility is national defense -- and I will veto
any bill that doesn't i ion! it ense <f§§§7
weeds. | LS“P(’O'A- a.\ul S\m\-a\'\.- V\\7 cl}‘u-u nga’w

Let's make our forces leaner and more effective. Don't

weigh them down with pork. \\ Don't deny our people the tools
they will need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates will find that no other combat force you
encounter will have your skills, your technology or support.

You'll find that in world leadership we have no challengers =--

but no lack of challenges.
So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted.
God bless you all -- and good luck.
#F # # #
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Nowhere are the dangers of weapons proliferation more urgent than
in the Middle East. After consulting with governments inside the
region and elsewhere about how to slow and then reverse the
buildup of unnecegsary and destabilizing weapons, I am today
proposing a Midb%st arms control initiative. "It features
supplier guidelines on conventional arms exports, barriers to
exports that contribute to weapons of mass destruction, a free:ze

mow awd a ledorloom

Aon surface-to-surface missiles in the region, and a ban on
production of nuclear-weapons material. Halting the
proliferation of conventional and unconventional weapons in the
Middle East -- while supporting the legitimate ﬁped of every
state to defend itself -- will require the cooperation of many
states, in the region and around the worli;J It won’t be easy --

but the path to peace never is.
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[[ Senator Goldwater, Secretary Rice, General McPeak, General

Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen, graduates: "Our altitude is 7,250

feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West Point or
Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Flunked my room
inspection at Kennebunkport this morning. Barbara gave me 20
demerits. \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of doing an
Immelman over the stadium. \\ 1]

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -~ the

home of the quick and the brave. There's never been a better day

to be part of this magnificent team. \\

for 40 years, my generation struggled in the confines of a
divided world -- frozen in the ice of ideological conflict,
preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in Europe.
More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether America
still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden of world

leadership. My fellow Americans, we do -- and we will.\\

Through strength of example and commitment, we lead. You
have been taught the price and importance of leadership. As you
leave the academy, you answer your nation's call to advance the
cause of freedom -- to lead. Thefe is a new sense of pride and

patriotism in our land. It is good for our nation's soul.
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The beltway cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old
fashioned -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. Patriotism binds the real and lasting fabric of

our nation. Assertive but not arrogant -- self-assured, kind,

generous -- we remain committed to our fundamental values.

So today I speak to you, and to every member of America's
armed forces, to say thanks: When others weren't sure we were up
to the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to
serve, you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we

can't" -- you said, "Yes. We are ready. We can." \\ You and

your colleagues in all the services prove that Americans consider
no risk too great, no burden too onerous to defend our interests
and our principles -- in short, to do what's just and right.

Consider our fundamental decency and humanity -- our
commitment to liberty. Our service men and women in the Gulf,
weary from months in the desert, now help suffering Kurds and the
people of Bangladesh. When a carrier on the way home after
months in the Gulf was diverted to Bangladesh, a crewman was
asked, "Aren't you disappointed?" He replied, "Not at all.

We're saving lives. We're doing what we ought to do."

We do not dictate the courses naﬁions follow, but neither
can we overlook the fact that our example reshapes the world. We
cannot right all wrongs -- but neither can any nation lead as we
can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. Margaret

Thatcher stood with me in Colorado on the day Irag invaded
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Kuwait. She offered her nation's full support and faith. She
expressed confiaence in our commitment to principle. You may
have heard what: she told me -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we
didn't. Joined by the world's leading nations, we worked to
create a coalition in which countries, great and small, joined
forces to liberate a small country. That coalition saw soldiers
from dozens of lands fight shoulder-to-shoulder, fly wingtip-to-
wingtip -- in the cause of freedom.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

Since then, we've seen remarkable political change. But the
Soviet Union retains enormous military strength. It will have
the largest land force in Europe for the foreseeable future.

With perhaps five new strategic missile systems in development,
they'll be ready for yet another round of strategic modernization
by the mid-1990's.

At the same time, however, Soviet troops have embarked on
the long trek home from Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland -- and
from a reunified Germany. We are hopeful that the Soviet Union
itself will continue to move toward freedom.

As Superpower polarization and conflict melt, military
thinkers must focus on more volatile regimes -- regions paéked
with modern weapons and seething with ancient ambitions. We are
committed to stopping the proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction. But there is danger that despite our efforts, by
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the end of this century nearly two dozen developing nations could
have ballistic missiles. Many already have nuclear, chemical or
biological weapons programs.

Nowhere are the dangers of weapons proliferation more urgent
than in the Middle East. After consulting with governments
inside the region and elsewhere, about how to slow and then
reverse the buildup of unnecessary and destabilizing weapons, I

am today proposing a Middle East arms control initiative.

It features supplier quidelines on conventional arms

exports; barriers to exports that contribute to weapons of mass

destruction; a freeze now and a later ban on surface-to-surface

missiles in the region; and a ban on production of nuclear-

weapons material. Halting the proliferation of conventional and
unconventional weapons in the Middle East -- while supporting the
legitimate need of every state to defend itself -- will require
the cooperation of many states, in the region and around the
world. It won't be easy -- but the path to peace never is.

As the world changes, our military must evolve and change
with it. Last year, I announced a shift in our defense focus:
away from old threats -- and toward the dangers that will face us
in years to come. We need a more agile, flexible military force,
that we can put where they are needed, when they are needed. I

also called for new technology in our defense systems.

We must not let the 100-hour success of the ground war

obscure the fact that we needed six months to deploy those
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forces. \\ Nor can we forget that fiscal constraints make it
more important than ever to spend less -- and spend smart.
I've proposed a defense package to the Congress that meets
these demands. In the years ahead, defense spending will drop to

below 4 percent of G.N.P. -- the lowest level in over 50 years.

But we propose to spend that money in ways that address the
threats we are likely to face in the future. While we developed
this budget before the Gulf War, it anticipates important lessons
of that war -- lessons some in Congress now ignore:

Gulf Tesson One is the value of air power. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- a
former political science professor here at the Academy -- and
said, "Brent, does this guy really know what he's talking about?"
General Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like

the entire Air Force, was right on target. \\

The Gulf war taught us that we must retain combat
superiority in the skies.

Then there's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of Stealth.

Surprise is a classic principle of warfare -- and it depends on
sound intelligence work. But stealth adds a new dimension of
surprise. Our air strikes were the most effective, yet humane,

in the history of warfare.

The F~117 proved itself by doing more, doing it better, and

doing it for less, and targeting soldiers, not civilians. It
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flew hundreds of sorties into the most heavily defended areas
without a scratch.
The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings. The
next step in that revolution is the Stealth bomber, the B-2. Not
only for its contribution to nuclear deterrence, but also from

the standpoint of conventional cost-effectiveness, the B-2 has no

peer. It carries over ten times the conventional load of an F-
117 and can fly five times further between refuelings. It gets
to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance -- without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm -- and
without needing foreign airfields in the immediate proximity of a
conflict. And it replaces B-52 aircraft approaching twice the
age of you graduates.

Yet last week, the House of Representatives voted to

terminate the B-2 ~- redirecting those funds to unnecessary

weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is "too expensive" hasn't

seen flak up close lately.\\ America needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Tesson Three: We learned that missile defense works,

and that it promotes peace and security. In the Gulf, we had
technologies of defense to pick up where theories of deterrence

left off. Saddam was not deterred, but the Patriot saved lives

-- and helped keep the coalition together.
That's one reason we've refocused Strategic Defense toward

Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS." It

defends us and our allies from accidental launches, or the

missile attacks of international renegades. While the Patriot
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worked well in the Gulf, we must prepare for the missiles more
likely to be used by future aggressors. We can't build a defense
system that simply responds to the threats of.the past.

Yet some in Congress want to gut our ability to develop
strategic defenses -- defenses to protect America, its forces,
and its friends. Last week the House irresponsibly voted to cut
nearly $2 billion from G-PALS and to kill its most promising

technologies. I call on the Senate to restore our missile

defense programs, to safequard American and allied lives, and to

promote security. \\

Gulf TLesson Four, the most fundamental, is the value of
people. People fight and win wars -- and this nation never has
fielded better fighting men and women than it does today. In
1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the military had high
school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and climbing. The
military has become our greatest equal opportunity employer. It
offers everyone a chance and it promotes people solely on the

basis of their merit. The men and women you will soon be leading

are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any time,
ever. \\ [[ You know, I was tempted to ask Gen. Scowcroft how
he thought I was performing during the war, but I was afraid he'd
say, "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." \\ 1]

Although we will cut troop levels 25 percent by mid-decade,

we must ensure that they remain fully prepared to respond guickly

and decisively to crises.. We must ensure that they are totally

integrated, taking full advantage of the kinds of joint
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operations so powerfully demonstrated in the Gulf. We must
ensure that they have weapons that emerge from military necessity
—— not pork barrel politics. We must not compromise our
readiness just to protect unneeded programs and bases.
No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national defense -- and I _will veto

any bill that doesn't support and sustain my defense program.

Let's make our forces leaner and more effective. Don't
weigh them down with pork. \\ Don't deny our people the tools
they will need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates will find that no other combat force you
encounter wili have your skills, your technology or support.

You'll find that in world leadership we have no challengers --

but no lack of challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted.

God bless you all -- and good luck.

# # # #
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[[ Senator Goldwater, Secretary Rice, Generél McPeak, General
Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen, graduates: "Our altitude is 7,250
feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West Point or
Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Flunked my room
inspection at Kennebunkport this morning. Barbara gave me 20
demerits. \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of doing an
Immelman over the stadium. \\ ]]

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the
home of the quick and the brave. There's never been a better day
to be part of this magnificent team. \\

For 40 years, my generation struggled in the confines of a
divided world -- frozen in the ice of ideological conflict,
preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in Europe.

More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether America

still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden of world
leadership. My fellow Americans, we_do -- and we will.\\

Through strength of example and commitment, we lggg.‘ You
have been taught the price and importance of leadership. As you
leave the academy, you answer your nation's call to advance the

cause of freedom -- to lead.

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned --
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but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for sophistication.
Patriotism binds the real and lasting fabric of our nation.
Assertive but not arrogant -- self-assured, kind, generous -- we.
remain committed to our fundamental values.

So today I speak to you, and to every member of America's
armed forces, to say thanks: When others weren't sure we were up
to the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to
serve, you did. \\' When others said "No, we're not ready, we
can't" -- you said, "Yes. We are ready. We can." \\ You and
your colleagues in all the services prove that Americans consider
no risk too great, no burden too onerous -- to defend our

interests and our principles.

Consider our fundamental decency and humanity -- our
commitment to liberty. Our service men and women in the Gulf,
weary from months in the desert, now help suffering Kurds and the
péople of Bangiadesh; We do not dictate the courses nations
follow, but neither can we overlook the fact that our example
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did éthers. Margaret
.Thatcher stood with me in Aspen on the day Iraq invaded Kuwait.
She offered her nation's full support and faith. She expressed
confidence in our commitment to principle. You may have heard
what she told me that day -- she said, "Don't go wobbly." Well,
we didn't. Joined by the world's leading nations, we worked to

create a coalition in which countries, great and small, joined
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forces to liberate a tiny land. That coalition saw soldiers from
dozens of lands fight shoulder-to-shoulder, fly wingtip-to-
wingtip -~ in the cause of freedomn.

Make no mistake: our changing world will continue to pose
enormous and often unforeseen challenges. Look to the task of
bringing peace to the Middle East. Look to the economies of
Eastern Europe, ravaged by years of communism and corruption.
Ancient rivalries have revived in the Balkans, in the Soviet
Union. Many well-armed nations of the Developing World stare at
one another in defiance and suspicion.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

We've seen remarkable political change. But the Soviet
Union retains enormous military strength. It has deployed six
new strategic missile systems and two new strategic bombers in
the past few years. With five new strategic missile systems in
development, they'll be ready for yet another round of strategic
modernization by the mid-1990's.

At the same time, however, the military component of the
Warsaw pact has withered away, and Soviet troops haQe embarked on
the long trek hbme from Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland -- and
from a reunified Germany. We are hopeful that the Soviet Union

itself will continue to move toward freedom.



4

As Superpower polarization and conflict melt, military
thinkers must focus on smaller, more volatile :egimes -- regions
packed with modern weapons and seething with ancient ambitions.

We are committed to stopping the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction. But there is danger that despite our efforts,
by the end of this century nearly two dozen developing nations
could have ballistic missiles. Many already have nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons programs.

Our military must evolve and change with this changing
world. Last year, I announced a shift in our defense focus: away
from old threats -- and toward the dangers that will face us in
years to come; away from fixed garrisons apd toward a more agile,
flexible military force. I also called for new technology in our
defense systems.

We must not let the 100-hour success of the ground war
obscure the fact that we needed six months to deploy those
forces.'\\ Nor can we forget that fiscal constraints make it
more important than ever to spend less -- and spend smart.

I've proposed a defense package that meets these demands.

In the years ahead, defense spending will drop to below 4 percent
of G.N.P. -~ the lowest level in over 50 years. But we propose
to spend that money in ways that address the threats we are
likely to face in the future. While we developed this budget
before the Gulf War, it anticipates the most important lessons of

that war -- lessons some in Congress now ignore:
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Gulf T.esson One is the value of air power. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- a
former political science professor here at the Academy -- and
said, "Brent, does this guy really know what he's talking about?"
General Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like
the entire Air Force, was right on target. \\

The Gulf war taught us that we must retain superiority and
credibility in the skies. We must deploy systems that enable us
to move freely and swiftly where we must. \\

Then there's Gulf ILesson Two: the value of sur rise, and
Stealth. Some of you ﬁay have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iraqgqi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqis had left it: with all Iréqi units pointed toward the
sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.

Surprise is a classic principle of warfare -~ and it depends
on sound intelligence work. But stealth adds a new dimension of
surprise. Our air strikes were.the most effective, yet humane,
in the history of warfare. |

The F-117 carried a revoiution in warfare on its wings:
doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less, and targeting
soldiers, not civilians. It flew hundreds of sorties into the
most heavily defended areas without a scratch.

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
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a stealth bomber, the B-2. From the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the conventional load of an F-117 and can fly five times further
between refuelings. It gets to the job faster, with more tons of
ordnance -- withouf the force build-up and time we needed prior
to Desert Storm -- and without even needing foreign airfields in
the immediate proximity of a conflict.

Yet last week, the House of Representatives voted to
terminate the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary
weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is "too expensive" hasn't
seen flak up close lately.\\ America needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Lesson Three: We learned that missile defense works,
and that it promotes peace and security. In the Gulf, we had
technologies of defense to pick up where theories of deterrence
left off. Saddam was not deterred, but the Patriot saved lives
-- and helped keep the coalition together.

Another American President:who spoke to this Academy, John
" F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, oﬁ alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

Such was our approach as we completely refocused Strategic
Defense toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-
PALS." 1In terms of cost, feasibility, and strategic stability,
G-PALS greatly advances the Strategic Defense Initiative. It

defends us and our allies from accidental launches, or the
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smaller-scale strikes of international renegades. While our
ground-based systems worked well in the Gulf -- and the .Patriot
was spectacular ~- we must prepare for the missiles more likely
to be used by futuré aggressors. As I said, we can't build a
defense system that simply responds to the threats of the past.
Yet some in Congress want to gut our ability to develop
strategic defenses -- defenses to protect America and its friends
from renegade or accidental ballistic missile attacks. Last week
the House irresponsibly voted to cut nearly $2 billion from SDI

and to kill its most promising technologies. We hope the Senate

will restore our missile defense programs, to safequard American
and allied lives, and to promote security. \\

Gulf Tesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the
value of people. People fight and win wars -- and this nation
never has fielded better fighting men aﬁd women than it does
today. In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the military
had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and climbing.

The military has become our greatest equal opportunity employer.
It offers everyone a chance and it promotes people solely on the
basis of their merit. The men and women you will soon be leading
are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any time,
ever. \\ [[ You know, I was tempted to ask Gen. Scowcroft how
he thought I was performing during the Qar, but I was afraid he'd
say, "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." \\ ]]

Although we will have to cut troop levels by 25 percent by

mid-decade, we must ensure that they remain fully prepared to
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respond guickly and decisively to crises. We must ensure that
they have weapons that respond to military necessity =-- not
political convenience. We must not compromise ouf readiness just
to protect unnecessary programs and unneeded bases.

So I say to the Congress: Don't waste taxpayer money on
unneeded and unwanted hardware. Don't prevent needed changes in
the Guard and Reserve. Let's learn from the Gulf war -- and look
to_the future. \\

No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets.or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my
greatest responsibility is national defense -- and I will veto
any bill that doesn't meet this nation's legitimate defense needs -
-- any bill without G-PALS and the B-2. \\

Let's make our forces leaner and more effective. Don't
weigh them down with pork. \\ Don't deny our people the tools
they will need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates will find that no one who engages you will
have your skills, your technology, and your support. You'll find
~that in world leadership we have no challengers -- and no end of
challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:

You have earned the right to be saluted. [Let me be the first.])

God bless you all -- and good luck.

# # # #
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II.

On Wednesday, May 29, at 11:25 a.m., you will address
the U.S. Air Force Academy's Class of 1991 in Falcon Stadium
in Colorado Springs. The audience will be 20,000 or more.

DISCUSSION

The remarks (16 minutes, on teleprompter) discuss your
defense program in the context of "lessons learned" from the
Gulf war. There is specific criticism of the House action
cutting funds for the B-2 and G-PALS, in addition to a veto
threat for "any bill that doesn't meet this nation's
legitimate defense needs."

* * * We've just received word of a possible Middle East
arms control insert to come from NSC. We reminded the NSC
that your preference -- per our May 23 meeting with Gen.
Scowcroft -- was not to treat a Middle East arms initiative
as an insert.

A_NOTE ON HUMOR: The "altitude" joke at the beginning is a
standard line that any cadet must repeat on demand.
Regarding the joke at the bottom of page 7, cadets must fill
out a form rating every meal in the dining hall. Everyone
fills it out the same way, answering questions 1-6 with
"Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." This litany is
so well known to every cadet that it is sometimes used as a
code to recognize fellow graduates. '
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[[ Senator Goldwater, Secretary Rice, General McPeak, General
Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen, graduates: "Our altitude is 7,250
feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West Point or
Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Flunked my room
inspection at Kennebunkport this morning. Barbara gave me 20
demerits. \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of doing an

Immelman over the stadium. \\ 1]

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the

home of the quick and the brave. There's never been a better day
to be part of this magnificent team. \\

For 40 years, my generation struggled in the confines of a
divided world -- frozen in the ice of ideological conflict,

preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in Europe.

. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether America

still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden of world

leadership. My fellow Americans, we do -- and we will.\\

Through strength of example and commitment, we lead. You

have been taught the price and importance of leadership. As you
leave the academy, you answer your nation's call to advance the

cause of freedom -- to lead.

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism o0ld fashioned --
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but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for sophistication.
Patriotism binds the real and lasting fabric of our nation.

Assertive but not arrogant -- self-assured, kind, generous -- we

remain committed to our fundamental values.

So today I speak to you, and to every member of America's
armed forces, to say thanks: When others weren't sure we were up
to the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to
serve, you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we
can't" -- you said, "Yes. We are ready. We can." \\ You and
your colleagues in all the services prove that Americans consider
no risk too great, no burden too onerous -- to defend our
interests and our principles.

Consider our fundamentai decency and humanity -- our
commitment to liberty. Our service men and women in the Gulf,
weary from months~in the desert, now help suffering Kurds and the
people of Bangladesh. We do not dictate the courses nations
follow, but neither can we overlook the fact that our example
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. Margaret

Thatcher stood with me in Aspen on the day Iraq invaded Kuwait.
She offered her nation's full support and faith. She expressed
confidence in our commitment to principle. You may have heard
what she told me that day -- she said, "Don't go wobbly." Well,
we didn't. Joined by the world's leading nations, we worked to

create a coalition in which countries, great and small, joined
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forces to liberate a tiny land. That coalition saw soldiers from
dozens of lands fight shoulder-to-shoulder, fly w1ngtip-to-
w1ngt1p == in the cause of freedom.

Make no mistake: our changing world will continue to pose
enormous and often unforeseen challenges. Look to the task of
bringing peace to the Middle East. Look to the economies of
Eastern Europe, ravaged by years of communism and corruption.
Ancient rivalries have revived in the Balkans, in the Soviet
Union. Many well-armed nations of the Developing World stare at
one another in defiance and suspicion.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

We've seen remarkable political change. But the Soviet
Union retains enormous military strength. It has deployed six
new strategic missile systems and two new strategic bombers in
the past few years. With five new strategic missile systems in
development, they'll be ready for yet another round of strategic
modernization by the mid-1990's.

At the same time, however, the military component of the
Warsaw pact has w1thered away, and Sov1et troops have embarked on
the long trek home from Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland -- and
from a reunified Germany. We are hopeful that the Soviet Union

itself will continue to move toward freedon.
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As Superpower polarization and conflict melt, military
thinkers must focus on smaller, more volatile regimeé ~- regions
packed with modern weapons and seething with ancient é;bitions.

We are committed to stopping the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction. But there is danger that despite our efforts,
by the end of this century nearly two dozen developing nations
could have ballistic missiles. Many already have nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons programs.

Our military must evolve and change with this changing
world. Last year, I announced a shift in our defense focus: away
from old threats -- and toward the dangers that will face us in
years to come; away from fixed garrisons and toward a more agile,
flexible military force. I also called for new technology in our
defense systems.

We must not let the 100-hour success of the ground war
obscure the fact that we needed six months to deploy those
forces. \\ Nor can we forget that fiscal constraints make it
more important than ever to spend less -- and spend smart.

I've proposed a defense package that meets these demands.

In the years ahead, defense spending will drop to below 4 percent
of G.N.P. -- the lowest level in over 50 years. But we propose
to spend that money in ways that address the threats we are
likely to face in the future. While we developed this budget
before the Gulf War, it anticipates the most important lessons of

that war -- lessons some in Congress now ignore:



6

a stealth bomber, the B-2. From the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It 6arries over ten times
the conventional load of an F-117 and can fly five tiﬁ;s further
between refuelings. It gets to the job faster, with more tons of
ordnance -- without the force build-up and time we needed prior
to Desert Storm -- and without even needing foreign airfields in
the immediate proximity of a conflict.

Yet last week, the Housé of Representatives voted to
tefminate the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary
weapons. Anyone who tells you the’B-z is "too expensive"™ hasn't

seen flak up close lately.\\ America needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Iesson Three: We learned .that missile defense works,

and that it promotes peace and security. In the Gulf, we had
technologies of defense to pick up where theories of deterrence

left off. Saddam was not deterred, but the Patriot saved lives

== and helped keep the coalition together.

Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 fhat "our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

Such was our approach as we completely refocused Strategic
Defense toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or “"G-
‘PALS." In terms of cost, feasibility, and strategic stability,
G-PALS greatly advances the Strategic Defense Initiative. It

defends us and our allies from accidental launches, or the
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smaller-scale strikes of international renegades. While our
ground-based systems worked well in the Gulf -- and the Patriot
was spectacular -- we must prepare for the missiles ma;e likely
to be used by future aggressors. As I said, we_can't build a
defense system that simply responds to the threats of the past.
Yet some in Congress want to gut our ability to develop
strategic defenses -- defenses to protect America and its friends
from renegade or accidental ballistic missile attacks. Last week

the House irresponsibly voted to cut nearly $2 billion from SDI

and to kill its most promising technologies. We hope the Senate

will restore our missile defense brograms, to safequard American
and allied lives, and to promote security. \\

Gulf lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. People fight and win wars -- and this nation
never has fielded better fighting men and women than it does
today. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in.the military
had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and climbing.
The military has become our greatest equal opportunity employer.
It offers everyone a chance and it promotes people solely on the

basis of their merit. The men and women you will soon be leading

are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any time,

ever. \\ [[ You know, I was tempted to ask Gen. Scowcroft how
he thodght I was performing during the war, but I was afraid he'd
say, "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." \\ 1]

Although we will have to cut troop levels by 25 percent by

' mid-decade, we must ensure that they remain fully prepared to
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respond quickly and decisively to crises. We must ensure that
they have weapons that respond to military necessity -~ not
political convenience. We must not compromise our re;ainess just
to protect unnecessary programs and unneeded bases.

So I say to the Congress: Don't waste taxpayer money on

unneeded and unwanted hardware. Don't prevent needed changes in

the Guard and Reserve. Let's learn from the Gulf war -- and look

to the future. \\

No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national defense -- and I will veto

any bill that doesn't meet this nation's legitimate defense needs
-=- any bill without G-PALS and the B-2. \\

Let's make our forces leaner and more effective. Don't
weigh them down with pork. \\ Don't deny our people the tools
they will need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates will find that no one who engages you will
have your skills, your technology, and your support. You'll find

that in world leadership we have no challengers ~- and no end of

challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women —- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted. [Let me be the first.]
God bless you all -- and good luck.

¥ # # #
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY
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11:25 A.M.

SENATOR GOLDWATER, SECRETARY RICE, GENERAL MCUPEAK,
GENERAL HAMM, LADIES ANb GENTLEMEN, GRADUATES: "OUR
ALTITUDE IS 7,250 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL. \\ FAR, FAR
ABOVE THAT OF WEST POINT OR ANNAPOLIS.™ \\  SORRY I'M
A LITTLE LATE. FLUNKED MY ROOM INSPECTION AT
KENNEBUNKPORT THIS MORNING. BARBARA GAVE ME 20
DEMERITS. \\ THEN I HAD TO TALK MY PILOT OUT OF

DOING AN IMMELMAN OVER THE STADIUM. \\

IT'S AN HONOR TO JOIN YOU, HERE AT "WILD BLUE U"
-- THE HOME OF THE QUICK AND THE BRAVE. THERE'S NEVER
BEEN A BETTER DAY TO BE PART OF THIS MAGNIFICENT TEAM.
\\

FOR 40 YEARS, MY GENERATION STRUGGLED IN THE
CONFINES OF A DIVIDED WORLD -- FROZEN IN THE ICE OF
IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT, PREOCCUPIED WITH THE POSSIBILITY
OF YET ANOTHER WAR IN EUROPE. MORE RECENTLY, MANY HERE
AND ABROAD WONDERED WHETHER AMERICA STILL POSSESSED THE
STRENGTH AND WILL TO BEAR THE BURDEN OF WORLD
LEADERSHIP. MY FELLOW AMERICANS, WE DO -- AND WE
WILL.\\




THROUGH STRENGTH OF EXAMPLE AND COMMITMENT, WE
LEAD. YOU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT THE PRICE AND IMPORTANCE OF
LEADERSHIP. AS YOU LEAVE THE ACADEMY, YOU ANSWER YOUR
NATION'S CALL TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM -- T0Q
LEAD. THERE IS A NEW SENSE OF PRIDE AND PATRIOTISM IN
OUR LAND. IT IS GOOD FOR OUR NATION'S SOUL.

THE BELTWAY CYNICS MAY CALL THE RENEWAL OF
PATRIOTISM OLD FASHIONED -- BUT AMERICANS RARELY
MISTAKE CYNICISM FOR SOPHISTICATION. PATRIOTISM BINDS
THE REAL AND LASTING FABRIC OF OUR NATION. ASSERTIVE
BUT NOT ARROGANT -- SELF-ASSURED, KIND, GENEROUS -- WE
REMAIN COMMITTED TO OUR FUNDAMENTAL VALUES.



SO TODAY I SPEAK TO YOU, AND TO EVERY MEMBER OF
AMERICA'S ARMED FORCES, TO SAY THANKS: WHEN OTHERS
WEREN’T SURE WE WERE UP TO THE TASK -- YOU WERE. \\
WHEN YOUR COUNTRY ASKED YOU TO SERVE, YOU DID. \\ WHEN
OTHERS SAID "NO, WE'RE NOT READY, WE CAN'T" -- YOU
SAID, "YES. WE ARE READY. WE CAN." \\ YOU AND YOUR
COLLEAGUES IN ALL THE SERVICES PROVE THAT AMERICANS
CONSIDER NO RISK TOO GREAT, NO BURDEN TOO ONEROUS TO
DEFEND OUR INTERESTS AND OUR PRINCIPLES -- IN SHORT, TO
DO WHAT'S JUST AND RIGHT.

CONSIDER OUR FUNDAMENTAL DECENCY AND HUMANITY --
OUR COMMITMENT TO LIBERTY. OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN
IN THE GULF, WEARY FROM MONTHS IN THE DESERT, NOW HELP
SUFFERING KURDS AND THE PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH. WHEN A
CARRIER ON THE WAY HOME AFTER MONTHS IN THE GULF WAS
DIVERTED TO BANGLADESH, A CREWMAN WAS ASKED, "AREN'T
YOU DISAPPOINTED?" HE REPLIED, "NOT AT ALL. WE'RE
SAVING LIVES. WE'RE DOING WHAT WE OUGHT TO DO."



WE DO NOT DICTATE THE COURSES NATIONS FOLLOW, BUT
NEITHER CAN WE OVERLOOK THE FACT THAT OUR EXAMPLE
RESHAPES THE WORLD. WE CANNOT RIGHT ALL WRONGS -- BUT
NEITHER CAN ANY NATION LEAD AS WE CAN.

IN THE GULF, WE TOOK A STAND. AND SO DID OTHERS.
MARGARET THATCHER STOOD WITH ME IN COLORADO ON THE DAY
IRAQ INVADED KUWAIT. SHE OFFERED HER NATION'S FULL
_SUPPORT AND FAITH. SHE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN OUR
COMMITMENT TO PRINCIPLE. YOU MAY HAVE HEARD WHAT SHE
TOLD ME -- "DON'T GO WOBBLY." WELL, WE DIDN'T. JOINED
BY THE WORLD'S LEADING NATIONS, WE WORKED TO CREATE A
COALITION IN WHICH COUNTRIES, GREAT AND SMALL, JOINED
FORCES TO LIBERATE A SMALL COUNTRY. THAT COALITION SAW
SOLDIERS FROM DOZENS OF LANDS FIGHT SHOULDER-TO-
SHOULDER, FLY WINGTIP-TO-WINGTIP -- IN THE CAUSE OF
FREEDOM.

A YEAR BEFORE YOU CAME TO COLORADO SPRINGS, I TOLD
THE CLASS OF '86, "THERE'S NO DOUBT THE SOVIETS REMAIN
OUR MAJOR ADVERSARY. OUR TWO SYSTEMS REPRESENT
FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT VALUES."



SINCE THEN, WE'VE SEEN REMARKABLE POLITICAL
CHANGE. BUT THE SOVIET UNION RETAINS ENORMOUS MILITARY
STRENGTH. IT WILL HAVE THE LARGEST LAND FORCE IN
EUROPE FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. WITH PERHAPS FIVE
NEW STRATEGIC MISSILE SYSTEMS IN DEVELOPMENT, THEY'LL
BE READY FOR YET ANOTHER ROUND OF STRATEGIC
MODERNIZATION BY THE MID-1990°'S.

AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, SOVIET TROOPS HAVE
EMBARKED ON THE LONG TREK HOME FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA,
HUNGARY, POLAND -- AND FROM A REUNIFIED GERMANY. WE
ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE SOVIET UNION ITSELF WILL CONTfNUE
TO MOVE TOWARD FREEDOM.



AS SUPERPOWER POLARIZATION AND CONFLICT MEFT,
MILITARY THINKERS MUST FOCUS ON MORE VOLATILE REGIMES
-- REGIONS PACKED WITH MODERN WEAPONS AND SEETHING WITH
ANCIENT AMBITIONS. WE ARE COMMITTED TO STOPPING THE
PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. BUT
THERE IS DANGER THAT DESPITE OUR EFFORTS, BY THE END OF
THIS CENTURY NEARLY TWO DOZEN DEVELOPING NATIONS COULD
HAVE BALLISTIC MISSILES. MANY ALREADY HAVE NUCLEAR,
CHEMICAL OR BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS PROGRAMS.

NOWHERE ARE THE DANGERS OF WEAPONS PROLIFERATION
MORE URGENT THAN IN THE MIDDLE EAST. AFTER CONSULTING
WITH GOVERNMENTS INSIDE THE REGION AND ELSENHERE, ABOUT
HOW TO SLOW AND THEN REVERSE THE BUILDUP OF UNNECESSARY
AND DESTABILIZING WEAPONS, I AM TODAY PROPOSING A
MIDDLE EAST ARMS CONTROL INITIATIVE.



IT FEATURES SUPPLIER GUIDELINES ON CONVENTIONAL
ARMS EXPORTS; BARRIERS TO EXPORTS THAT CONTRIBUTE T0
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION; A FREEZE NOW AND A LATER
BAN ON SURFACE-TO-SURFACE MISSILES IN THE REGION; AND A
BAN ON PRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR-WEAPONS MATERIAL. HALTING
THE PROLIFERATION OF CONVENTIONAL AND UNCONVENTIONAL
WEAPONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST -- WHILE SUPPORTING THE
LEGITIMATE NEED OF EVERY STATE TO DEFEND ITSELF -- WILL
REQUIRE THE COOPERATION OF MANY STATES, IN THE REGION
AND AROUND THE WORLD. IT WON'T BE EASY -- BUT THE PATH
TO PEACE NEVER IS.

AS THE WORLD CHANGES, OUR MILITARY MUST EVOLVE AND
CHANGE WITH IT. LAST YEAR, I ANNOUNCED A SHIFT IN OUR
DEFENSE FOCUS: AWAY FROM OLD THREATS -- AND TOWARD THE
DANGERS THAT WILL FACE US IN YEARS TO COME. WE NEED A
MORE AGILE, FLEXIBLE MILITARY FORCE, THAT WE CAN PUT
WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED, WHEN THEY ARE NEEDED. I ALSO
CALLED FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY IN OUR DEFENSE SYSTEMS.




WE.MUST NOT LET THE 100-HOUR SUCCESS OF THE GROUND
WAR OBSCURE THE FACT THAT WE NEEDED SIX MONTHS TO
DEPLOY THOSE FORCES. \\ NOR CAN WE FORGET THAT FISCAL.
CONSTRAINTS MAKE IT MORE. IMPORTANT THAN EVER TO SPEND
LESS -- AND SPEND SMART.

I'VE PROPOSED A DEFENSE PACKAGE TO THE CONGRESS

THAT MEETS THESE DEMANDS. IN THE YEARS AHEAD, DEFENSE
SPENDING WILL DROP TO BELOW 4 PERCENT OF G.N.P. -- THE

LOWEST LEVEL IN OVER 50 YEARS. BUT WE PROPOSE TO SPEND
| THAT MONEY IN WAYS THAT ADDRESS THE THREATS WE ARE
LIKELY TO FACE IN THE FUTURE. WHILE WE DEVELOPED THIS
BUDGET BEFORE THE GULF WAR, IT ANTICIPATES IMPORTANT
LESSONS OF THAT WAR -- LESSONS SOME IN CONGRESS NOW
IGNORE:




GULF LESSON ONE IS THE VALUE OF AIR POWER. I
REMEMBER MEETING EARLY ON WITH GENERAL MCPEAK, UP AT

CAMP DAVID. IN HIS MODEST WAY, HE TOLD ME EXACTLY WHAT
HE FELT AIR POWER COULD DO. AFTER HE LEFT, I TURNED TO.
MY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR --- A:FORMER POLITICAL
SCIENCE PROFESSOR HERE AT THE ACADEMY -- AND SAID,
“BRENT, DOES THIS GUY REALLY KNOW WHAT HE'S TALKING
ABOUT?" GENERAL SCOWCROFT ASSURED ME HE DID -- AND
GENERAL MCPEAK, LIKE THE ENTIRE AIR FORCE, WAS RIGHT ON
TARGET. \\

THE GULF WAR TAUGHT US THAT WE MUST RETAIN COMBAT
SUPERIORITY IN THE SKIES.

THEN THERE'S GULF LESSON TWO: THE VALUE OF
STEALTH. SURPRISE IS A CLASSIC PRINCIPLE OF WARFARE
-- AND IT DEPENDS ON SOUND INTELLIGENCE WORK. BUT
STEALTH ADDS A NEW DIMENSION OF SURPRISE. OUR AIR
STRIKES WERE THE MOST EFFECTIVE, YET HUMANE, IN THE
HISTORY OF WARFARE.
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THE F-117 PROVED ITSELF BY DOING MORE, DOING IT
BETTER, AND DOING IT FOR LESS, AND TARGETING SOLDIERS,
NOT CIVILIANS. IT FLEW HUNDREDS OF SORTIES INTO THE.
MOST HEAVILY DEFENDED AREAS WITHOUT A-SCRATCH.

THE F-117 CARRIED A REVOLUTION IN WARFARE ON ITS
WINGS. THE NEXT STEP IN THAT REVOLUTION IS. THE STEALTH
BOMBER; THE B-2. NOT ONLY FOR ITS CONTRIBUTION-TO
NUCLEAR DETERRENCE, BUT ALSO FROM THE.STANDPOINT OF
QQNVENfIQNAL COST-EFFECTIVENESS, THE B-2 HAS NO PEER.
IT CARRIES OVER TEN TIMES THE CONVENTIONAL LOAD OF AN
F-117 AND CAN FLY FIVE TIMES FURTHER BETWEEN
REFUELINGS. 1IT GETS TO THE JOB FASTER, WITH MORE TONS
OF ORDNANCE -- WITHOUT THE FORCE BUILD-UP AND TIME WE
NEEDED PRIOR TO DESERT STORM -- AND WITHOUT NEEDING
FOREIGN AIRFIELDS IN THE IMMEDIATE PROXIMITY OF A
CONFLICT. AND IT REPLACES B-52 AIRCRAFT APPROACHING
TWICE THE AGE OF YOU GRADUATES.
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YET LAST WEEK, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTED
TO TERMINATE THE B-2 -- REDIRECTING THOSE FUNDS TO
UNNECESSARY WEAPONS. ANYONE WHO TELLS YOU THE B-2 IS
"TOO EXPENSIVE" HASN'T SEEN FLAK UP CLOSE LATELY.\\

AMERICA NEEDS THE B-2 BOMBER. \\

GULF_LESSON THREE: WE LEARNED THAT MISSILE
DEFENSE WORKS, AND THAT IT PROMOTES PEACE AND SECURITY.

IN THE GULF, WE HAD TECHNOLOGIES OF DEFENSE TO PICK UP
WHERE THEORIES OF DETERRENCE LEFT OFF. SADDAM WAS NOT
DETERRED, BUT THE PATRIOT SAVED LIVES -- AND HELPED
KEEP THE COALITION TOGETHER.

THAT'S ONE REASON WE'VE REFOCUSED STRATEGIC
DEFENSE TOWARD GLOBAL PROTECTION AGAINST LIMITED
STRIKES, OR "G-PALS." IT DEFENDS US AND OUR ALLIES
FROM ACCIDENTAL LAUNCHES, OR THE MISSILE ATTACKS OF
INTERNATIONAL RENEGADES. WHILE THE PATRIOT WORKED WELL.
IN THE GULF, WE MUST PREPARE FOR THE MISSILES MORE
LIKELY TO BE USED BY FUTURE AGGRESSORS. WE CAN'T BUILD
A DEFENSE SYSTEM THAT SIMPLY RESPONDS TO THE THREATS OF:
THE PAST.
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YET SOME IN CONGRESS WANT TO GUT OUR ABILITY TO
DEVELOP STRATEGIC DEFENSES -- DEFENSES TO PROTECT
AMERICA, ITS FORCES, AND ITS FRIENDS. LAST WEEK THE
HOUSE IRRESPONSIBLY VOTED TO CUT NEARLY $2 BILLION FROM
G-PALS AND TO KILL ITS MOST PROMISING TECHNOLOGIES. I~
CALL. ON THE SENATE TO RESTORE QUR MISSILE DEFENSE

PROGRAMS, TO SAFEGUARD. AMERICAN AND ALLIED LIVES, AND
TO _PROMOTE SECURITY. \\
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GULF LESSON FOUR, THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL, IS THE
VALUE OF PEOPLE. PEOPLE FIGHT AND WIN WARS -- AND THIS
NATION NEVER HAS FIELDED BETTER FIGHTING MEN AND WOMEN
THAN IT DOES TODAY. 1IN 1980, 68 PERCENT OF THOSE
ENLISTING IN THE MILITARY HAD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS --
NOW IT'S 95 PERCENT AND CLIMBING. THE MILITARY HAS
BECOME OUR GREATEST EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. IT
OFFERS EVERYONE A CHANCE AND IT PROMOTES PEOPLE SOLELY
ON THE BASIS OF THEIR MERIT. THE MEN AND WOMEN YOU
WILL SOON BE LEADING ARE THE BEST EDUCATED AND MOST
MOTIVATED ANYWHERE, ANY TIME, EVER. \\ [[ YOU KNOW, I"
WAS TEMPTED TO ASK GEN. SCOWCROFT HOW HE THOUGHT I WAS
PERFORMING DURING THE WAR, BUT I WAS AFRAID HE'D SAY,
"FAST, NEAT, AVERAGE, FRIENDLY, GOOD, GOOD." \\ 1]
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ALTHOUGH WE WILL CUT TROOP LEVELS 25 PERCENT BY
MID-DECADE, WE MUST ENSURE THAT THEY REMAIN FULLY
PREPARED TO RESPOND QUICKLY AND DECISIVELY TO CRISES.
WE MUST ENSURE THAT THEY ARE TOTALLY INTEGRATED, TAKING
FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE KINDS OF JOINT OPERATIONS SO
POWERFULLY DEMONSTRATED IN THE GULF. WE MUST ENSURE
THAT THEY HAVE WEAPONS THAT EMERGE FROM MILITARY
NECESSITY -- NOT PORK BARREL POLITICS. WE MUST NOT
COMPROMISE OUR READINESS JUST TO PROTECT UNNEEDED
PROGRAMS AND BASES.

NO PRESIDENT COULD DENY CONGRESS ITS RIGHT TO
APPROVE BUDGETS OR CONDUCT OVERSIGHT. BUT AS
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, MY GREATEST RESPONSIBILITY IS
NATIONAL DEFENSE -- AND I WILL VETO ANY BILL THAT

DOESN'T_SUPPORT AND SUSTAIN MY DEFENSE PROGRAM.

LET'S MAKE OUR FORCES LEANER AND MORE EFFECTIVE.
DON'T WEIGH THEM DOWN WITH PORK. \\ DON'T DENY OUR
PEOPLE THE TOOLS THEY WILL NEED TO DO THEIR JOBS IN THE
NEXT CENTURY.
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YOU GRADUATES WILL FIND THAT NO OTHER COMBAT FORCE.
YOU ENCOUNTER WILL HAVE YOUR SKILLS, YOUR TECHNOLOGY OR
SUPPORT. YOU'LL FIND THAT IN WORLD LEADERSHIP WE HAVE
NO CHALLENGERS -- BUT NO LACK OF CHALLENGES.

SO TO ALL OF AMERICA'S SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN -- AND.
TO THE 1991 GRADUATING CLASS OF THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ACADEMY: YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO BE
SALUTED. GOD BLESS YOU ALL -- AND GOOD LUCK.
# # #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

' WY22 P EY3%

Ty { Pk

FROM: JOHNS.GARDNER
Special Assistant to the President
and Assistant Staff Secretary
Information

m/ Action

[0 Let’s Discuss

ZZIMM% 7% VSAA

- wnk !
pracd gk et



CLOSE HOLD socumentio_ 2 1O (R

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pATE: 05/21/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: Noon Thursday 05/23

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY
(U5/21 5:30 p.m. draft)

ACTION FYI . ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O p/ MCCLURE ( O
SUNUNU o O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT / O PORTER ® O
DARMAN { O ROGICH p/ 0

T PSS
BRADY " ”"ﬁi{ SMITH s’ O

s AT SR N e BTN
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD - 4 C/ ROGERS O "d
DEMAREST / O TREFRY m/ 0

(/ ’
FITZZWATER 0 SNOW O "l
GRAY M 0 PORTER ROSE O /
HOLIDAY ﬁ/ 0 BOSKIN v O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122,

x2930, no later than Noon on Thursday, 05/23, with a copy to
this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE: | |/

\
\

PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
v H O L D and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702



(Lange/Simon)
May 21, 1991
5:30 P.M.
SIMAY 2! PM g9 DRAFT TWO
[USAF.TS]
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1991
11:20 A.M.
([ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost
didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\
It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the

home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in
the Air Force, there's never been a better day to be a flyer. 1]
For forty years, my generation struggled in the confines of

a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, pr occupied w%th the possibility of yet another war in
Europ%4 Moretﬁtgzntly, ﬁany here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden

of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we are -- and we will

\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-

assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.



%mm%% 47%,,%
< Holinst i A4

So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --
you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've
never used force for conquest, but only to serve the causes of
liberty and democracy. And our soldiers in the Gulf, weary from
months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that has
been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the
services prove that Americans consider no burden too heavy, no
risk too great, to dismiss threats to our interests and our
principles. \\

Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of
leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I
stood in Aspen the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,

including ke our steadfast British friends.) We worked to create

a coalition in which nations, great a small, joined to liberate

a tiny land -- in which figgperéffrom dozens of lands stood

;%:q/& e Fuonls 91/44
fw%. B
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing =-- to victory. In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\)\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have eﬂziiied on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic

bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile

/

/

/

systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid
1990f;.

So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, [24]

-—

\
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Phird—Werld nations/vill have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.

A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
our defense focus: away from the last war -- and toward the
threats that will face us in years to come; away from large,
stationary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, flexible
military force. I also called for new technology in our defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional
crises and renegade regimes.

We must design new systems, provide different equipment;
train and deploy forces better able to address changing strategic
circumstances. But we will need greater sophistication not only
in logistics. We also must become better schooled in

understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our own fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years
ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense

Dot s 1l a Al Trerp s, 7
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program that is asoned, and reasonable. It alsq represents the
minimum essentjal for our national security. A sound program,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred

cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Lesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
Aftér he left, I turned to my Nationél Security Advisor -~ that's
Air Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,
does this guy really know what he's talking about?" General
Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, iike the
entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to
ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Negt, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."
(cadets' traditiénal-rating of their dining hall)\\]]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then gpgre's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. éome of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iraqi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqgis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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Surprise is a classic tactic of warfare -- but stealth

technology gave it an entirely new dimension. Our air strikes

were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare.

Our smart bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hos£i1e>

forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we

pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in

theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us
the horror of carpet bombing aﬁd let us push back an aggressor
without the Iraqi people.

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
a stealth bomber, the B?Z. From an the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee
terminated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to uhnecessary or
obsolete conventional weapons. Anyone'ﬁho tells you the B-2 is
"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Lesson Three: We learned-that missile defense works.

In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.
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Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in'
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limitedlstrikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance on SDI --
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
likely from a Third World regime. While our ground-based systenms
worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as the SCUD.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the last
war: We must prepare ourselves for newer -- more menacing --
threats.

-Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works =-- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to
safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the
value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those éenlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has become our greatest equal
opportunity employer of excellenée. Our volunteer servicemen _
and women are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

Our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure that they are fully'grepared to respond guickly apd
- decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
pPrograms and unneeded bases.
([ To pick just one at random, every year Congress requires the
NaQy to kéep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee --
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of
naval personnei -- and Tennessee, of course, is land-locked. 1]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf

war -- and look to the future.

No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this
nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces

leaner and more effective =-- not by denying our people the tools

they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no

- one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challenges.
So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me be the first.
God bless you all -- and good luck.
# # #

\\
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([ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General MéPeak,

Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude

is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far,lﬁg; above that of West

Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost l////
Samm

didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of

doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\ s

home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in -
pact oFthis magqnificet +ea
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For forty years, my generation struggled in the confines of"

It's an honor to join You,[}ere at "wild Blue EE]-- the ‘§\

a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the sfrength and will to bear the burden

do,
of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we [ -- and we will.

\\ gno( we will preerve +hat H‘fugi—h and oyt 4o erercise Fhet "eqde/‘s/)fp

becavse of +he Halegts and dedrcation oF Youns Amercans ke Yoursejues |
Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or

unsophisticated -- but Americans rérely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fﬁbric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-
assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to

the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,

you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --
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you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." q\

Qnd ﬁren in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
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Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of

;é \g leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but

N ‘g-ﬁ neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
’§ \é‘i‘ reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
\img can any nation lead as we can.

:i %E In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I
%§33 stood in AS_pe_n the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
= 5’ her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing -- to victory. 1In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide

prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges.

-xu:ds_in_lraq~ The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years

of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --

the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union

. . developins
the risk of aggression in the Bhixd World.

-- and

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class

5 of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.

%ZKQ Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

)

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,

and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from

And we arc hopefil Fhet 4 he

Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland. SoW€*(ﬁuﬁlﬁdF will toatinve
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move toward  Freeoflom
SELIIT the Sovietsyretain massive military power. They
hor Fhat wil shitl

deployed’s1x new strategic missile systems and two new strategic

Ana we st comim

bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile
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systems in development, they'll be by the mid

1990's.

;Séjgg the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict4between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, f243
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> A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of Im“-qd'lw
role our military power should play in this world; how pe Wwill we
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead@e—weﬁsd;(
and build the k-i-nds—eaconsensus we will need Ee—bu—:—l—ﬁ a more
stable, prosperous world.
The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
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our defense focus: away from [_he last waxj -- and toward the
danqers
s| that will face us in years to come; away fromEfa—r_ge,
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jand toward a more ag11e,ﬁf1ex1b1e
military force. I also called for new technology in our defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional

crises and renegade regimes.
We must not, for exam le, let +he 100 hour success oF +he 9rawld
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Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our own -fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years

ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the
withia 'H\PSQ Cvns‘l'f'ﬁm'hl' X
lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense
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program that is reasoned, and reasonable. It also represents the
minimum egsential for our national security. A sound program,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred
cow -- but looks to thi kind of defense we need gzrthe future.
Some 1

UnfortunatelyﬂnCOngress seeﬁﬁldetermined to pass a different

kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most

important lessons of the Persian Gulf:
FM-Q,\_
Gulf Tesson One is the value of air %suger:_l.or:ltx] I remember

meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. 1In his

modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
Qa 'F;rm!r
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After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor --

Polvhaal suedce proFessor here ak the A cacltmy —>
-Ai;=gg;gg_LieutJ;ant—Geaefai—Bfeﬂt—SGoucro£ﬁZ- and said, "Brent,

does this qguy really know what he's talking about?" General

s

Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, iike the

also
entire Air Force, was right on target. W (I waﬁﬂtempted to
8 (‘?n"-
ask hixr how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
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afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."
(cadets' traditional rating of their dining hall)\\]]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then thgre's Gulf Tlesson Two: the value of sur rise, and
S8tealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iraqi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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Surprise is a classicfggti'c? of warfare -- but stealth
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[ﬁeeh-ne-l-oqy—gaﬂvg it an entirely new dimension. oOur air strikes

were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare.
Our smart bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hostile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we

pPressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in

theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

| ow ¢/
doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It sapa:r:eﬂ us

4+ aved the horror of carpet bombing and let us push back an aggressor
T+ few hvadeeds of sorkies into +he mosH heavrh;
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The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for

while Sf’“‘wﬁﬂ—tﬂthe Iraqi people.

a stealth bomber, the B-2. From)}ﬁthe standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries o{rer ten times
the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

i{et earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee

voted ‘l’u terminated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary[ﬁas

Gbee-}etc:cmmtbmg-weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is

The Air Fogf == no

"too expens:.ve" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ J

merick ——

#Air—Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\
Gulf Lesson Three: We learned .that missile defense works gnd
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In the Gulf, along with zheorles of deterrence, we had
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Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrené@
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on

imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

ga suth—ropd chans g, )
sed on ! we've completely refocused Strategic Defense

toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."

In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our

for
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance@zﬁ SDI --
AcCidimbel lavaches @Poc
protecting us and our allies from.the smaller-scale strikesmore
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. While our ground-based systems

worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
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all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as theASCUD.

As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the=last
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Mar: We must prepare ourselves for newer -- more menacing --

'H@sdangm,
Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
: and sts  Frieads
strategic defenses to protect Americ#,\from remeegade ballistic

missile attac@ We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs. to

safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\

Gulf lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the-

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
Last week +he Havse lrr(spm;s}é/\/ votea
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respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
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Ebhou%é}not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary

programs and unneeded bases.
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[ To pick just one at—random, every yearneoaqzs=s=rEQE%res the

Ass g +o
Navy to %eep the same number of people -an a base in Tennessee =--

For dhe ]AS‘; sevtral years Cvnqrfs) ;\45 .

regquire/

the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of /)
T MO‘W/*"' Know 4-}\( Tennessv<  Cocst was So V"I"W‘“él" s
naval personnel f&\and‘TennesseeL/af\anrse¢/is\lgg§;lggxg§7\]]

4 .
So I say to the Congress: Don't ) al ) 4 =

suppert—for-—special operations forces. Don't prevent needed

Céﬂ"ﬁﬁ §
in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of

expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf

war -- and look to the future.

No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this
nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
leaner and pore effective -- not by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:

You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me be the first. \\

God bless you all -- and good luck.

¥ ¥ #
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[[ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, ggt above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost
didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the

home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyene in %?’

the Air Force,

a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether

America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden

of world leadership. My fellow é§%§EEE§§, we are -- and we will. :7

\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- buf Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabrlc of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-
assured, kind, generous -- we femain committed to fundamentali
values.

* Wany  one aol flye= Mﬁhw@
o ol wewe 4
oy fon b/ i AE ot S
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So today I speak to you, and ;QEQQQQ you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- xéu were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others sald "No, we're not ready, we can't" -- é”“Ph
you said, "Yes. We';g ready. We can." \\ ,i;ii

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and'humanitx. You know we've
never used force for conquest, but only to serve the causes of 04;
liberty and democracy. - And our soldiers in the Gulf, weary from E::“”g

a W
months in the desert, (ow help Kurds achieve a freedom that has A ,\om" ﬂ,z

| AV

been denied them for years.p You and your colleagues in the ﬂd&fJ{’ﬁo
07 ./

services prove that Ameri€ans consider no burden too heavy, no .&uhogf

risk too great, to dismiss threats to our.interests and our N3 6*{“
principles. \\ . . ' &}W%/*
Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of
leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.
In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. 2aAs I
stood in Aspen the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
her'nation's_full support and faith. You may have heard what-she
said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including the our steadfast British friends. We worked to create
a éoélition in which nations, great and small, joined to liberaté

.

-a tiny land -- in which fighters from dozens of lands stood
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew(EEE%iEéEEEEE:E} to victory. 1In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic
bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile

systems in developmentQ;they'll be fully modernized by the mid

- QR

1990's. S
So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about sma;ler, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitionsf To get a sense Bf the dangers

that loom ahead; consider this: By the end of this century, [(24]
(!
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Third World nations will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.

A -question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in.this world; how we will
develop the necessarf flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changiﬁg world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
our defense focus: away from the last war -- and toward the
threats that will face us in years to come; away from large,
stationary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, flexible
military force. I also called for new technology in our'defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional
Crises and renegade regimes. k;w&é*'€>

We must design new systems, provide differenﬁAequipment;
train and deploy forces better able te address changing strategic
circumstances. Buf we will need greater sophistication not only
in logistics. We also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our oﬁn fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
- must spend smart.
bur administration'ﬁas prepoeed deep cuts. In the years

ahead ‘defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N. P. - the

1owest level in over 50 zears. But we've put forward a defense

-—
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program that is sq'ed; and reasonable. It also repreg nts t jfﬁﬂﬂ%“
minimum eggential for our national security. A sound program,

that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred

cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Lesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember

meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. 1In his u;é

modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.

After he left, I turned to my Natlonal urlty Adv1so€_—- that
UsHE hve dojz)
Air_Force-Lieutenant General Brent Scowcr ft - and said/ "Bre

do;;/t;is guy really know what he's talking about?" General

Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, iike the 0«

entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ ([ I was tempted to ymuey/
T fenew) he ov a2 an

ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, batsf wds

afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."

(cadets' traditional rating of their dining hall)\\]]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then thare's Gulf Tesson Two: the value of surprise, and

Stealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of,operations.we found in the Iragi command center in
Kuwait. When allied'forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqié'had‘left it: with all Iragi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never canme.
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' Surprise is a classic tactic of warfare -- but stealth
technology gave it an entlrely new dimension. Our air strikes u////
were the most effective an%&humane in the history of warfare.
Our smart bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hostile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in

theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us £>

the horror of carpet bombing and let us push back an aggressor

w1ti:ﬁthhe Iraé}fbeople. )
The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for

a stealth bomber, the B-2. From 2ﬂ/the standpoint of cost- L////

.oV N3 0N

effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the410ad oémgi

‘ v
F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It ?2

gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force bulld-up and ti BA needed prlor to esert Storm, =WM47 ‘L”%houf\
on ety SV o oiv el :
2~ O”J,

ren ! onw% é
et earlier this month, the House Armed Services tee v

#%termlnated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or

bsolete conventional weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is
"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf lLesson Three: We learned'that gissile defense works.

In the Gulf, along with theories of detefrence{ we had -

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.

S S 17 [ A
< (so AA evline tose ). ool
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Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas." ‘

That's why we've completely refccused Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, stretegic stability, and our
relati’\oo:so Xitl;ﬂfﬂl}\eqizvieti, ?, Pﬁ\l.;su _ﬁi.: ef(ea—\% aed)\ffa/rl;cses’oz 2MD3ML7\;4”
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
likely from a Third-World regime. While our ground-based systems
worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clunmsy as the Scup.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system on the last

wor A/ enm ﬁz <%7

war: We must prepare ourselves for newer -- more menacxngA--
threats.

Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy

strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

miesile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to

safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\’

Gulf lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war. is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In- 1980, 68 percent of those enllstlng in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has become our grgatest equél
opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
and women are.the best educated and-most motjvated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

Our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure that they are fully prepared to respond guickly and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
programs and unneeded bases.

(r To pick just one at random, every year Congress requires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee —-
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of
naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is land—locge . 11

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force Fhe~purchase of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons wéﬂgggér requested,
and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf

war -- and look to the future.

No President could deny Congress its right to approve

budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my
greatest responsibility is national security, and national

-defense --= and I will veto any bill 'that doesn't meet this

nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us maké smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
leaner and more effective -- not by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

» You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and womeﬁ == and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Aéademy:
God bless you all -- and good luck. '
# # #

You have earned the right to be salut
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([ Secsftary of theaXir Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,

et a Hitle ) ﬂ:‘eﬁmmm}%:
’*éuperiﬁ%eﬁdent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude

J

is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West

, Flunkeo my reom
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late.

‘Almost
inapastion o (Ot o e Y e T had oo tals op Piiot ot of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\
It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the
home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in

the Air Force, there's never been a better day to be a flyer. 1]

For forty years, my generation struggled in the confines of
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden

of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we are -- and we will.

\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-

assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak to you, and(@hrough yoﬁ) to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --

you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've
never used force for conquest, but only to serve the causes of

sodoTs amdkh @l Fonen
liberty and democracy. And our soldiers”in the Gulf, weary from
months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that has
been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the
services prove that Americans consider no burden too heavy, no
risk too great, to dismiss threats to our interests and our
principles. \\

Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of
leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I
stood in Aspen the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including the our steadfast British friends. We worked to create
a coalition in which nations, great and small, joined to liberate

a tiny land -- in which fighters from dozens of lands stood
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing -- to victory. In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Irag. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic
bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile
systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid
1990's.

So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, [24]
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Third World nations will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.

A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in

thaf &£ cost wWaxs
our defense focus: away from the—last—wa¥r- -- and toward the
threats that will face us in years to come; away from large,

stationary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, flexible

military force. I also called for new technology in our defense

systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional
crises and renegade regimes.

We must design new systems, provide different equipment;
train and deploy forces bef;iiwable to address changing strategic
circumstances. ;B&@‘%g willAneed greater sophistication net—enly-
in logistics,bﬁgé also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our own fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years

ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense
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program that is reasoned, and reasonable. It also represents the

minimum essential for our national security. A sound programn,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred
cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Lesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember

meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. 1In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- that's
Air Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,
does this guy really know what he's talking about?" General
Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like the

entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to

ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good." QU*F&‘
(cadets' traditional rating of their dining hall)\\]] ‘7 &/

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then there's Gulf ILesson Two: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iragi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as

the Iraqis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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principle

Surprise is a classic _tactie of warfare -- but stealth
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. Our air strikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare.
Our smart bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hostile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in
theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us

the horror of carpet bombistrategic bombing and let us push back
an aggressor without the Iraqgi people.

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
a stealth bomber, the B-2. From an the standpoint of cost-

effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times

the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee
terminated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or
obsolete conventional weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is
"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Lesson Three: We learned that missile defense works.

In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.
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Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance on SDI --
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
likely from a Third World regime. While our ground-based systems
worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as the SCUD.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the last

the future:

war: We must prepare ourselves for”newer -- more menacing =--
threats.

Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to

safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the
value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. 1In fact, the military has become our greatest equal

opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
whom you all will be C.O“Ed upgon “o \ead

and womenfare the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any

time, ever. \\

Our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We

must ensure that they are fully prepared to respond guickly and

decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that

respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
programs and unneeded bases.

[[ To pick just one at random, every year Congress requires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee --
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of

naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is land-locked. ]]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf

war -- and look to the future. Lel @J\_\L?;.\/ Grperis o(e+ecmina M_;ﬁ'f;"‘/ “w”\"!

No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my
greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this

nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
leaner and more effective -- not by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.
You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world

to Yhe
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end‘%f-challenqes.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me be the first. \\

God bless you all -- and good luck.
# # #
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[[ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 feet above sea level.' \\ Far, far above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost |
didn't pass my “SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\

It's an hénor to join you, here at "wWild Blue U" -- the
home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in
the Air Force, there's never been a better day to be a flyer. ]]

For forty years, my generation struggled in thé confines of’
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, préoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden

Ko

of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we ase -- and we will.
\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophisfication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fébric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-
assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --
you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've
never used force for conquest, -but only to serve the causes of
liberty and democracy. And our soldiers in the Gulf, weary frém
months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that has
been denied them for years. You and your colleagﬁes in the
services prove that Americans consider no burden too heavy, no

risk too great, to d our interests and our

principles. \\
Like no other nation in the world, Qe bear the-burden of
leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations, follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.
In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others.

stEosd in Aspeqﬂthe day of the invasionf Margaret Thatcher, of fered

St it

her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she 40(42ﬂb(

said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including the our steadfast British friends. We worked to create
a coalition in which nations, great and small, joined to liberate

Tk ool somd e
a tiny land.yY\Amwhich fighters from dozens of lands st&éd

Yy,
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flg}f wing-to-wing -- to victory. In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertain;y and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of § iof) in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Oour two systems represent fundamentally diffefent values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact-no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic
'bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile
systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid
1990's. |

So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and confllct between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, [24]
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Third World hations will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.
| A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will

develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world

and build the kinds of consensus we will heed to build a more

o the ool

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in—the 444&€VQ/

stable, prosperous world.

changing—werld. That's why, last yéar, I announced a shift in
our defense focus: away from the last war -- and toward the
threats that will face us in years to come; away from large,
stationary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, ﬁlexible
military force. I also called for new technology in our defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional

arn

We must design new systems, provide-different equipment;

train and deploy forces better able to address changing strategic

crises and renegade regimes.

circumstances. But we will need greater’sophisticatioh not only
in logistics. We also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

of co@rse, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our oﬁn.fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. 1In the years
ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense



- 5
proéram that is asoned, and reasonable. It also represents the
minimum gggégtia; for our national security. A sound progran,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred )

cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we heed in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

. Gulf Tesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- that's
Air Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,
does this guy really know what he's talking about?" General
Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, iike the
entire‘Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to
ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."
(cadets" traditional-réting of their dining hall)\\]]}

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable usrto move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then there's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. éome of you may ha&e heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iraqgi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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Surprise is a classic tactic of warfére -- but stealth
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. Our air strikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare. '
Our smart bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hosfile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets,‘regardless of défenses, anywhere in
theater. |

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:
doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us «Jd_
the horror of carpet bombing and let us ;éggiiz:;tgéaaggrei:2§;7 beo
witheut—theIragi-peeple—

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
a stealth bomber, the B-2. From an the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee
terminated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or
obsolete conventional-weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is

"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Lesson Three: We learned-that missile defense works.
In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.
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Another American President who spoke to this Acadenmy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents °
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in_
a period of rapid change will depehd on constant reappraisal of '
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocnsed Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance on SDI --
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
likely from a Third World regime. While our grbund-based systems
worked well ih the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think—that
a;L;ﬁnnHﬂr%mnn?ssefs~weEk}ﬂnnr1@ﬁﬁ6ﬁ§7ﬁ?1ﬂnmsy~aé—%he—seﬁﬁr_
,As—I_said—beﬁe;eT—we;éan*%-build a defense syste&ﬂﬁﬁgﬁ"the last
war: We must prepare ourselves for newer -- more menacing --
threats.

Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to
safequard American and allied lives, and promote étabilitz.

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has become our greatest equal
opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
and women are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

Our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure that they are fully prepared to respond guickly and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our reédiness just to protect unnecessary
pPrograms and ﬁnneeded bases.

([ To pick just one at random, every year Congress requires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee --‘
the only state in the Union with a legiélated minimum number of
naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is land-locked. 1]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,
and the Pentagon doesn't even wént. Let's learn from the Gulf

war -- and look to the future.

No President could deny Congress its right to approve

budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this
nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on défense, by making our forces
ieaner and meore effective -~ not by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Aéademy:

You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me be the first. \\

God bless you all -- and good luck.

O
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[[ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost
didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue UM ~—- the

home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in

the Air Force, there's never been a better day to be a flyer. 1]

For forty years, my generation struggled in the confines of"
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet anothef war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden

of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we are -- and we will.

\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-

assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.

Vv
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So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of

America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to

the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,

you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --

you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost

sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've

never used force for congquest, but only to serve the causes

liberty and democracy. And our soldiers in the Gulf, weary from

months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that

been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the

services prove that Americans consider no burden too heavy,
risk too great, to gg:zz:;?;hreats to our interests and our

principles. \\

of

has

no

'~ Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of

leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but

neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly

reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither

can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I

/

stood in Aspen the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered

her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including the our steadfast British friends. We worked to create

a coalition in which nations, great and small, joined to liberate

a tiny land -- in which fighters from dozens of lands stood
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing -- to victory. In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Maké no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
bPoses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class

of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.

Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."
Az g oheo Tue ok

NowAthe military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from

Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

8ti3l; the Soviets,retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic
bombers in the past few Years. With five new strategic missile

systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid

1990's.
So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, [24]
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Third World nations will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.

A question I'd like you to consider now, 1is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we wlll need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
our defense focus: away from the last war —- and toward the
threats that will face us in years to come; away from large,
stationary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, flexible
military force. I also called for new technology in our defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional
crises and renegade regimes.

Welmust design new systemns, provide different equipment;
train and deploy forces better able to address changing strategic
circumstances. But we will need greater sophistication not only
in logistics. We also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our own-fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years

ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense
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program that is reasoned, and reasonable. It also represents the
minimum egsentia] for our national security. A sound program,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred
cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Iesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. 1In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- that's
Air Force Lieutenaﬁt General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,
does this qguy really know what he's talking about?" General
Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like the
entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to
ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."
(cadets' traditional rating of their dining hall)\\]]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftiy where we must.\\

Then thgre's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of sur rise, and
8tealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iraqi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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surprise is a classic tactic of warfare -- but stealth
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. oOur air strikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare.
Our smart bombs and stealth technoiogies helped us target hosfile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in
theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us

the horror of carpe; bombing and let us push back an aggressor
withoutfthe Iraqi peoQI;T?’

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
a stealth bomber, the B-2. From an the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It-
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee

terminated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or

obsolete conventional weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is

"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf T.esson Three: We learned'that missile defense works.

In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.
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Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense -
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real aannce on SDI --
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
likely from a Third World regime. While our ground-based systems
worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as the SCUD.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the last
war: We must prepare ourselves for newer —- more menacing'--
threats.

Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to

safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\

Gulf Tesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has become our greatest equal
opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
and women' are the best educated and most motjvated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

. Oour forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure that they are fully prepared to respond guickly and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity =-- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
Programs and unneeded bases.

[ To pick just one at random, every year Congress requires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee --
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of

naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is land-loéked. 1]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,
and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf
war -- and Jook to the future.

No Prqsident could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense =-- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this
nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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[r Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost
didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Thén I had to talk my Pilot out of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the
héme of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in
the Air Force, there's never been a bettef day to be a flver. ]]

For forty years, my generation struggled in thé confines of’
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden
of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we are -- and we will.
\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-

assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "ﬁo, we're not ready, we can't" --
you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've
never used force for conquest, -but only to serve the causes of
liberty and democracy. And our soldiers‘in the Gulf, weary from
months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that has
‘been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the
§e¥viceé prove fhat Americans consider no burden too heavy, no
risk too greét, to dismiss threats to our interests and our
principles. \\ 7

Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of
leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot fight all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I
stood in%‘%ge day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
said --."Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including the our steadfast British friends. We worked to create
a coalition in which nations, gfeat and small, joined to liberate

a tiny'iand == in which fighters from dozens of .lands stood
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing -- to victory. 1In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
our two systems represent fundamentally dlfferent values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile sYstems and two new strategic
bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile
systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid
1990's.

So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, [24)
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Third World nations will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.

A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
our defense focus: away from the last war -- and toward the
threats that will face us 1n years to come; away from large,
étatlonary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, flex1b1e
military force. I also called for new technology in our defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional
crises and renegade regimes.

We must design new systems, provide different equipment;
train and deploy forces better able to address changing strategic
circumstances. But we will need greater sophistication not only
in logistics. We also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our own fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years

>ahead defense spending will drop to 3. 6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense
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program that is reasoned, and reasonable. It also represents the
minimum essentjal for our national security. A sound program,
thaf regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred -
cow =-- but'looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Lesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me ekactly.what he felt air power could do.
After hg left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- that's
Aig Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,
does this guy really know what ﬁe's talking about?" General
Scowcroft assured me he did -- and Geﬁeral McPeak, like the
entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to
ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."
(cadets' traditional rating of their dining hall)\\]]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build'systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then thgre's Gulf Tesson Two: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iragi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, thé model remained just as
the Iraqgis had left it; with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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Surprise is a classic tactic of waifare -- but stealth
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. Our air strikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare.

Our smart bombs and stealth techpologies helped us target hosfile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in
theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:
doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us
the horror of carpet bombing and let us push back an aggressor

without the Iraqgi people.

o .Thé F-i17's succéss should persuéde eﬁefyoné of the need for
a stealth bomber, the B-2. From an the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee
terminated the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or
obsolete conventional weapons. Anyone Qho tells you the B-2 is
"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf Lesson Three: We learned-that missile defense works.
In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.
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Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "“G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance on SDI --
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more )
‘1ikely ffom a Third‘wOrid regime. While.oﬁr ground-based systemé
worked well in the Gulf, it would be fooiish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as the SCUD.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the last
war: We must prepare ourselves for newer -- more menacing --
threats.

Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works —-- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to
safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. 1In fact, the military has become our greatest equal
opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
and women are the best educated and most motjvated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure that they are fully prepared to respond guickly and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
prograﬁs and unneeded bases.
[ To pick just one at random, every year Congress requlres the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee --
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of
naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is lané-logged. 1]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of

expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf
war -- and look to the future.

No President could deny Congress its rioht to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this
nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
leaner and pore effective -- pot by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challenges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:

You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me be the first. \\
qu bless you all -- and good luck. |

| | o #
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SecretarYL~f the Air Force Donald |Rice, General McPeak,

! uperlntendent General‘Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "OQur altitude

is 7, 250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West

Point or Annapolis."™ \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost

.7 didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of

a)

doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the
home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in
the Air Force, there's never been a better day to be a flyer. ]]

For forty years, my generation struggled in thé confines of
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden

of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we are -- and we will.

\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or

“un?ophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
I "

sophistication.? They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-

assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --
you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've
never used force for conguest, but only to serve the causes of

(liberty ;:E democracy.) And our soldiers in the Gulf, weary from
kmonths in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that has
been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the

services prove that Americans consider no burden too heavy, no

ik s

risk too great, to dismiss threats to our interests and our

principles. \\ | m ,Ha&,o,,ﬂbjﬁ

Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of ##w <4 .

leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I
stood in Aspen the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including the our steadfast British friends. We worked to create
a coalition in which nations, great and small, joined to liberate

a tiny land -- in which fighters from dozens of lands stood
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing -- to victory. 1In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans —--
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic
bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic missile
systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid
1990's.

So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and confliéf-between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with modern
weapons and ancient ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, consider this: By the end of this century, [24]
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Third World nations will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
[8] of them will have nuclear weapons.

A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
our defense focus: away from the last war -- and toward the
threats that will face us in years to come; away from large,
stationary troops and hardware and toward a more agile, flexible
military force. I also called for new technology in our defense
systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional
crises and renegade regimes.

We must design new systems, provide differenﬁ equipment;
train and deploy forces better able to address changing strategic
circumstances. But we will need greater sophistication not only
in logistics. We also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
with our oﬁn-fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart. |

Our administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years
ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- £he

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forwardva defense
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progrém that is asoned, and reasonable. It also represents the
minimum essential for our national‘security. A sound program,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred _
cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf lesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember
ﬁeeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power couid do.
After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- that's
Air Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,
does this guy really know what he's talking about?" General
Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, iike the
entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to
ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average; Friendly, Good; Good."
(cadets' traditional rating of their dining hail)\\]]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then Fpgre's Gulf Tesson fwo: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. éome of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in tﬁe Iraqi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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Surprise is a classic tactic of warfare -- but stealth
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. oOur air étrikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of Qarfare. ‘
Our smart bombs and stealfh technologies helped us target hosfile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in
theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:
doing more, doing it better; and doing it for less. It spared us
the horror of carpét,bombing and let us push back an aggressor
without the Iraqgi people.

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for
a stealth bomber, the B-2. From an the standpoint of cost-
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the load of an F-117 at over five times the unrefueled range. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committee
terminatéd the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or
obsolete conventional weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is
"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close iately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\

Gulf ILesson Three: We learned.that migsile defense works.
In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.



-

Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our

Splln b spllrd

relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance on SDI --
protecting us and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
likely from a Third World regime. While our ground-based systems
worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as the ScuUD.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the last
war: We must prepare ourselves for newer -- more menacing --
threats.

Yet Congress is gutting our ability to develop and deploy
strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to
safequard American and allied lives, and promote stability. \\

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has become our greatest equal
opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
and women are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure fhat they are fully prepared to respond guickly and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We A
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
programs and unneeded bases.
[t To pick just one at random, every year Congress :equires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee --
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of
naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is 1and-locked. 1]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
support for special operations forces. Don't prevent needed
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchaée of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want. Let's learn from the Gulf

war —-- and look to the future.

No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my

greatest responsibility is national security, and national

defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this
nation's legitimate defense needs. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
leaner and more effective -- not bf denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in worild
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challénges.

So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1§91 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:

You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me be the first. \\

God bless you all -- and good luck.

# # #
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([ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 feet above sea level. \\ Far, far above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I'm a little late. Almost
didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of
doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\

It's an honor to join you, here at "Wild Blue U" -- the

home of the quick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in

the Air Force, there's never been a better davy to be a flyer. ]]

For forty years, my generation struggled in thé confines of
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideological
conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden
of world leadership. My fellow Americans, we are -- and we will.
\\

Cynics may call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans rarely mistake cynicism for
sophistication. They know patriotism forms part of the real and
lasting fabric of our nation. Assertive but not arrogant, self-

assured, kind, generous -- we remain committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak to you, and through you, to every member of
America's armed forces: When others weren't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't" --
you said, "Yes. We're ready. We can." \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humanity. You know we've
never used force for conquest, but only to serve the causes of

= Sarviee Men awd won e
liberty and democracy. And our’/seldiers in the Gulf, weary from
months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a freedom that has
been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the
services prove that Americans consider no burden too heavy, no
risk too great, to dismiss threats to our interests and our
principles. \\

Like no other nation in the world, we bear the burden of
leadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but
neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly
reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but neither
can any nation lead as we can.

In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. As I
stood in Aspen the day of the invasion, Margaret Thatcher offered
her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she
said -- "Don't go wobbly." Well, we didn't. Nor did our allies,
including t our steadfast British friends. We worked to create
a coalition in which nations, great and small, joined to liberate

a tiny land -- in which fighters from dozens of lands stood

o)

qu??
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shoulder-to-shoulder, flew wing-to-wing -- to victory. 1In the
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stability.\\

Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperate struggle of the
Kurds in Iraq. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years
of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkans --
the uncertainty and ethnic tension in the Soviet Union -- and
the risk of aggression in the Third World.

A year before you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, "there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systems represent fundamentally different values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviets retain massive military power. They

Seven Q ey au/

deployed six new strategic missile systems and twe-new strategic %%””

,_aj'llas/” ?/"f7
bombers in the past few years. With”/five new strategic missile .
systems in development, they'll be fully modernized by the mid tu/
C
1990!5.@55L(M7kd ‘Iéélte‘-/ Gon{'ui«..{ \-,Lo /ursu-c fﬁes( 57.}’)[4’1'1(9- %Vm

So as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and conflict between two Superpowers, military thinkers must
worry about smaller, more volatile regimes, armed with odern h
We arl< Commitrted o Stoppiu The
weapons and ancient ambitions. 1o:fe%<r1ﬂnnnr1ﬁ%the—danger2
toliferation of wexfons of Mass tgfmdnowlbq% fher< 75 o(qu(re/'
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Third -World nations—will have ballistic missiles ==—and-at-least
[8}of them will have nuclear weapons.

A question I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the necessary flexibility and strength to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stable, prosperous world.

The obvious answer is: Our military must change in the
changing world. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in

our defense focus: away from the last war -- and toward the
— L ] —threats that will face us in years to come; away—from-large, ﬁhﬁum/
/Vo'lLb,Cﬂf !

HwS7
””T%%ﬂ? i toward a more agile, flexible X
MC\A ary

——— military force. I also called for new technology in our defense

systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable regional

crises and renegade regimesiy th (herews<ed Speed sleciveness apol SA?” “d

U‘z .‘ n“l_es . A . . ﬁaw{f‘o
j We must design new systems,(provide differentequipment; | sanf
Cu <h -
: b<
wigheT ltrain amd—depley-forces better able to address changing strategic g
ook ﬁaf“}

///circumstances. Butswe—wi}}~nead—greater*svphistieation-not-on;y

/Qo%’ in logistics, Weygzgg*E:j:)become better schooled in

al”
el understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

Qann,

/,kp,gﬁ Of course, we must reform ourselves frugally -- in keeping
SAa/# with our own fiscal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
Caﬁlr‘“.“jﬁ

must spend smart.
Our administration has proposed deep cuts. 1In the years

ahead, defense spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

lowest level in over 50 years. But we've put forward a defense
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program that is soned, and reasonable. It also represents the
minimum essential for our national security. A sound program,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred
cow -- but looks to the kind of defense we need in the future.
L Seme | n /vé"‘)w

Unfortunately,”/Congress seems determined to pass a different Y{es7?
kind of defense budget, one that ignores some of the most
important lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Lesson One is the value of air superiority. I remember
meeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. 1In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could do.

After he left, I turned to my National Security Advisor -- that's

Air Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft -- and said, "Brent,

does this guy really know what he's talking about?" General

Scowcroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, iike the

entire Air Force, was right on target. \\ [[ I was tempted to

ask him how he thought I was performing during the war, but I was
afraid he'd say "Fast, Neat, Average, Fg}endly, Good, Good."

(cadets' traditional rating of7€§21gcéiéfhg hall)\\]] Q?i;7
We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems t
that enable us to move freely and swiftly where we must.\\

Then there's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of surprise, and
Stealth. Some of you may have heard about the sand-box model of
the theater of operations we found in the Iragi command center in
Kuwait. When allied forces arrived, the model remained just as

the Iragis had left it: with all Iraqi units pointed toward the

sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that never came.
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Surprise is a classic tactic of warfare -- but stealth
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. Our air strikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare.
Our smart bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hostile
forces and spare innocent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, regardless of defenses, anywhere in

theater.

The F-117 carried a revolution in warfare on its wings:

Den't sey
e wet¢ doing more, doing it better, and doing it for less. It spared us-
to La(/c+
bumi@

Otherwis€

the horrer of carpet bombing-and letus push back an aggressor-
without the Iraqi people If a//owzo( “ws ‘lLa Mok < G s%uztn]u ff—%/’“{
_/f-

o O a?ir‘essoo" —f/hm‘/ dxs'c,rz}mr'm c./ baf-wo&h

bataut
The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the need for'cgﬁaz g

%qu§7 a stealth bomber, the B-2. From the standpoint of cost- éfg;i;l
effectiveness, the B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times y&ym/
Y Yles”

the load of an F-117 at over five times the led ran

e. It
, A/MW&E #he g

gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance,

(s a kct‘('¢,1~£Vheu+ o o.u»f' steute i also /[Ql,u(. an /ﬁc/ofwzon%
- AT 1" e Begded prlor o= SO couvch'[ﬁoka/ﬂUGo

ofF receiactives Nownd
57 et e Wieo {577

terminate# the B-2 Stealth -- redirecting funds to unnecessary or _T&fi”

LC 4 &{.e_ frenp.

Yet earlier this month, the House

1)

obsolete conventional weapons. Anyone who tells you the B-2 is t?wg

"too expensive" hasn't seen flak up close lately.\\ America's

Air Force needs the B-2 bomber. \\
Gul esso : We learned'that missile defense works.
In the Gulf, along with theories of deterrence, we had

technologies of defense -- like the Patriot missile.



+he

7

Another American President who spoke to this Academy, John
F. Kennedy, told the Class of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in
a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of
our present doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense
toward Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, or "G-PALS."
In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
relations with the Soviets, G-PALS is a real advance on SDI --

o pf9+Ce¥ 739

and our allies from the smaller-scale strike more
any SoLrc€

likely from a—Third World-regime. While our ground-based systems

worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to think that
all future aggressors would use weapons as clumsy as the ScCuUD.
As I said before, we can't build a defense system upon the 1la

war: We must prepare ourselves for newer =——more menacing——-

threats o +h< 7£“~/qu-& ’
L SeMe (w uusAqf
Yet“Congress is guttimg our ability to develop and deploy

2
SooncFs

and Trep
out oF (f

strategic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacks. We've learned that missile defense works -- now

we need Congress to fund our missile defense programs, to

D
safequard American and allied lives, and/gromote stability. \\

Gulf Lesson Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of those enlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has become our greatest equal
opportunity employer of excellence. Our volunteer servicemen
and women are the best educated and most motivated anywhere, any
time, ever. \\

our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decade. We
must ensure that they are fully prepared to respond guickly and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that they have weapons that
respond to military necessity -- not political convenience. We
should not compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
programs and unneeded bases.
([ To pick just one at random, every year Congress requires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessee =--
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of

naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is land-locked. 1]

;fﬁ So I say to the Congress: Donit—deﬂy#v%ta;\air—ané~seaiift

i i . Don't prevenEﬂE%_ﬂjéD
———- ~ " i
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of
expensive and unneeded aircraft and weapons we never requested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want. ! earn o e Gu

war -- .
No President could deny Congress its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander-in-Chief, my
greatest responsibility is national security, and national
defense -- and I will veto any bill that doesn't meet this

ation's itima defense s. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
leaner and more effective -- not by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduates, when you take to the skies, will find that no
one who engages you will have your skills, your technology, and
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no challengers -- but no end of challenges.

| So to all of America's servicemen and women -- and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Academy:
You have earned the right to be saluted. IlLet me be the first. \\

God bless you all -- and good luck.

£ # #
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(Lange/Simon)
- May 21, 1991
‘ 5:30 P.M.
SIHAY 21 PM g: 4o DRAFT TWO
[USAF.TS]
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

COLORADO SPRINGE, CO
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1991
11:20 A.M.
{{ Secretary of the Air Force Donald Rice, General McPeak,
Superintendent General Hamm, Ladies and Gentlemen: "Our altitude
is 7,250 faet above sez level. \\ Far, far above that of West
Point or Annapolis." \\ Sorry I‘m a little late. Almost
didn't pass my "SAMI." \\ Then I had to talk my Pilot out of
.doing an Immelman over the stadium. \\
It's an hénor to join you, here at "wWild Blue U" == the

hore of the guick and the brave. For you, and for everyone in

the Air Force,

1]

For forty years, my generation struggled in the confines of’
a divided world -- a world frozen in the ice of ideclogical
conflict, precccupied-with the possibility of yet ancother war in
Europe. More racently, many here and ab:oad wondered whether
America still possessed the strength and will to bear the burden
of world leadership. My fellow Americans, mg:igi -~ and we will.
\\

Cynies way call the renewal of patriotism old fashioned, or
unsophisticated -- but Americans ra;ely mistake cynicism for
'Bophisfication, They know patriotiszm forms part of the real and
lasting fébric of our natlon. Assertive but not arrogant, self-
assured, kind, generous ~-- we remaln committed to fundamental

values.
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So today I speak te you, and fhrough you, to every member of
America's armed forces: Whan others wersn't sure we were up to
the task -- you were. \\ When your country asked you to serve,
you did. \\ When others said "No, we're not ready, we can't¥ --
you said, "Yeg. We're ready. ¥e can.® \\

Even in the heat of war and its aftermath, you never lost
sight of your fundamental decency and humapnitv. You Know we've
never used force for gonquest, -but only to serve the causes of
liberty and democracy. And our soldiers in the Gulf, weary from
months in the desert, now help Kurds achieve a'treedom that has
been denied them for years. You and your colleagues in the
services provae that Amaricans.considar noe burden too heavy, no
rigk too graat, tb Murw and our
principles. \\ - '

Like no other nation in the world, we bear the-buwndem of
laadership. We do not dictate the courses nations follow, but

neither can we overlook the fact that our own example constantly

reshapes the world. We cannot right all wrongs -- but naeither
can any nation lsad as we can. Y
In the Gulf, we took a stand. And so did others. Xu=& L

sy in Aquqﬂthe day of the invasionfqgé;garat Thatcherfygﬁéred

her nation's full support and faith. You may have heard what she 4ﬁ(JZAL(
5ﬂL s&id == “Dmn't‘go wobbly." Well, we didn’t. Nor did ocur allies, tﬁ§§;1)

including the our steadfast British friends. We worked te create .

a coalition in which nations, great and small, Joined to liberate

a tiny landywé{kgtﬁgigi?giégtzrs from dozens of lands stg%ﬁ"
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ghoulder-to-shoulder, f wing-to-wing -=- to victory. 1In tha
future, that kind of cooperation will hold the key to worldwide
prosperity and stebllity.\\
Make no mistake: the current pace of change around the world
poses enormous challenges. Look to the desperats struggle of the
Kurds in Irag. The economies of Eastern Europe, ravaged by years

of misrule. The powerful forces now at work in the Balkang --

the uncertainty and ¢thnic tension in the Soviet Unien -~ and
‘the risk of'ég;gzéggéﬁ}in the Third World.

A year bhefore you came to Colorado Springs, I told the Class
of '86, “there's no doubt the Soviets remain our major adversary.
Our two systens repressnt fundamsntally diffefent values."

Now the military arm of the Warsaw pact no longer exists,
and Soviet troops have embarked on the long trek home from
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland.

Still, the Soviats retain massive military power. Thay
deployed six new strategic missile systems and two new strategic |
bombers in the past few years. With five new strategic misgile
systems in develcpment, they'll hé fully modernized by the mid
1990's,

80 as the political picture shifts away from polarization
and confliét batween two Superpowers, military'thinkars must

worry about smalier, more velatile regimes, armed with modern

weapons and anciant ambitions. To get a sense of the dangers

that loom ahead, considar this: By the end of this century, [24)
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Third World nationa will have ballistic missiles -- and at least
(8] of them will have nuclear weapons.
| A gquestion I'd like you to consider now, is what kind of
role our military power should play in this world; how we will
develop the nacessary flaﬁibility and strangth to lead the world
and build the kinds of consensus we will need to build a more
stakble, prosparous world.

The obvious answer is: our military must change fﬁizﬁz ﬁﬁ;zgfgzwf
chaﬂgéng—wa;;ﬂ. That's why, last year, I announced a shift in
our defenss focus: away from the last war -~ and toward the
threats that will face us in years to coms; away irom large,
stationary troope and hardware and toward a more agile, flexible

military force. I alsc called for new Iﬁshgﬂlnﬂx in our detense

systems -- so that we can respond to unpredictable reglonal

and.

' We must design new systems, mrewide-different equipment;

train and deploy forces batter able to address changing strategic

crises and rcneqadi regines.

clrcumstances. But we will need greater anphiéticatian not only
in logisticas. We also must become better schooled in
understanding the societies we may fight with or against.

() 4 ﬁaﬁrﬂﬁ, we must reform ocurselvaes frugally -- in Keeping
with our eﬁnltimeal requirements. We must spend less -- and we
must spend smart.

Oour administration has proposed deep cuts. In the years

ahead, defensa spending will drop to 3.6 percent of G.N.P. -- the

rg. But we've put forward a defense
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proéram that is reagoned, and reagonable. It also vepresents the
ninimum esgential for our national security. A sound program,
that regards the military neither as a scapegoat nor as a sacred
cow -- but locks to the kind of defenss we nesd in the future.

Unfortunately, Congress seems determined to pass a different
kind of defense budget, one that lgnores some of the most
lroportant lessons of the Persian Gulf:

Gulf Lesscn One is the value of air superioritv. I remember
neeting early on with General McPeak, up at Camp David. 1In his
modest way, he told me exactly what he felt air power could de.
After he left, I turned to my National Securilty Advisor -- that's
Alr Force Lisutenant General Brent»8cowero£t -- and said, "Brent,
doos this guy really know what ha's talking about?® General |
Scoweroft assured me he did -- and General McPeak, like the
antire Air Force, was right on tardet. \\ ([ I was tempted to
ask him how he thought I was parforming during the war, but I was
afraid ha'd gay "Fast, Neat, Average, Friendly, Good, Good."
{cadets' traditional rating of their dining hallj\\]}]

We must retain credibility in the skies, and build systems
that snable us to move freely and swifﬁly'whete we must.\\

Then there's Gulf Lesson Two: the value of lnxn;igg,’and
Btezlth. Some of you maf have heard about the-sand-box model of

the theater of operations we found in the Iragi command center in

Kuwait. when allied forces arrived, the model remained just as
the Iraqis had left it: with all Iragqi units pointed toward the
sea, toward an allied amphibious assault that pever cama.
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Surprise is a classic tactic of warfare =-- but 1;5;1;nl
technology gave it an entirely new dimension. Our air strikes
were the most effective and humane in the history of warfare. _
our smért bombs and stealth technologies helped us target hosﬁile
forces and spare innccent civilians. Night after night we
pressured vital targets, ragérdlass of defanses, anywhere in
theater. |

The F-117 carried a revolutieon in warfare on its wings:
doing merg, doing it petter, and dein

the horror of carpet bombing and let us 3L;"

aggs. It spared us «{_
vl % aggressor s ke?
M Wme- /MZ |

The F-117's success should persuade everyone of the nead for

2 stealth bomber, the B-2. From an the standpoint of cost-
affectiveness, thea B-2 has no peer. It carries over ten times
the lcad of an F-117 at over five timeg the unrefueled fange. It
gets to the job faster, with more tons of ordnance, without the
force build-up and time we needed prior to Desert Storm.

Yet earlier this month, the House Armed Services Committes
terminated tha B-2 Stealth -~ redirecting funds to unnacessary or

obgolete convantional-wqapons. Anyorie who tells you the B-2 is

“too expensive" hasn't zeen flak up close lately.\\ 2America's

: \\

Gulf Lesson Three: We learned that missile defense works.
In the Gulf, aleong with theories of gdeterrence, we had
technologies of defense ~- like the Patriot missile.
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Another American President who spoke te this Acadenmy, John
F. Xennedy, told the Clasa of '63 that "mutual nuclear deterrents
cannot be shrugged off as stalemate, for our national security in

a period of rapid change will depend on constant reappraisal of

our pregsent doctrines, on alertness to new developments, on
imagination and resourcefulness, and new ideas."®

That's why we've completely refocused Strategic Defense

g, or “G-FALSQ i

In terms of cost, feasibility, strategic stability, and our
ralationg with the Soviets, G=-PALS is a raal advance on SDI --
protacting us and ocur allies from the smaller-scale strike mors
likely from a Third World regime. While our ground-based systems
worked well in the Gulf, it would be foolish for us to thimk—thet

build a dafense syatem upon the last

war: We must prepare ourselves for newer ~- more menacing --
threats. |

Yet Congress ils gutting our ability\to devalop and deploy
stratagic defenses to protect Americans from renegade ballistic

missile attacka. We've learned that pis

we need Congress to fund our m
4 ; ey, \\
Gulf Lesgon Four, the final and most fundamental, is the

value of people. No war is won without them -- and ours have
never been better. 1In 1980, 68 percent of thosa anlisting in the

military had high school diplomas -- now it's 95 percent and
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rising. In fact, the military has bacome our greatest equal

opportunity emplcyer of excellence. Our volunteer sarvicemen

and women ars the begh educated and post motivated anywhere, any
time, gver. \\

our forces will be 25 percent smaller by mid-decads. We
nust ensure that they are fully preparad to respond guigeklv and
decisively to crises. We must ensure that thay have weapens that
raspond to military necessity ~-=- not political convenience. We
shouldAnot compromise our readiness just to protect unnecessary
Programs and unnaeded bases.
[[ To pick just one at random, every year Congress raeguires the
Navy to keep the same number of people on a base in Tennessea --
the only state in the Union with a legislated minimum number of
naval personnel -- and Tennessee, of course, is land-locked. 1]

So I say to the Congress: Don't deny vital air and sealift
suppert for special operations ferces. Don't prevent peeded
reductions in the Guard and Reserve. Don't force the purchase of

.axpensive and unneeded aireraft and weapons we never regquested,

and the Pentagon doesn't even want; Let's learn from the Gulf

No Prqsidgnt could deny Congreass its right to approve
budgets or conduct oversight. But as Commander=-in-Chief, my
greatest responeibility is national security, and paticonal
defense —- and I_uill_!2EQ_BnE;hill_that_dﬂsﬁnlt_mest_:hi!
ation's legitimate defense neadg. \\
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Let us make smart decisions on defense, by making our forces
ieaner and gore effective -- net by denying our people the tools
they need to do their jobs in the next century.

You graduatas, whan you take to the Bki.l; will find that no
one whe engages you will have your skills, your technolegy, aﬁd
your support. And as you rise, you'll find that in world
leadership we have no ghallengerg -- but no and of challenges.

8o to all of America's servicemen and women -~ and to the
1991 graduating class of the United States Air Force Acadeny:
You have earned the right to be saluted. Let me bs the first. \\

God blegs you all -- and good luck.
¥ # #



