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MeGroarty/Dooley
_May 24, 1991
9:30 am

Draft Two
YALE.TS

yRESIDﬁﬁTIAL REMARKS: YALE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT
. ' NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
MAY 27, 1991
1030 A.M.

(Introductory acknowledgements. President Schmidt, etc.]

i remember my own commencement. Like so many of ny
classmates, I had come to Yale fresh from war —-— ready to make up
for "lost time." I remember our impatience.  Our optimism. We
sensed upcoming adventure. / I imagine it's thé same today for
2ll of you. It's almost as if life is about to begin ~- that is,
if the commencement speech ever ends. /7

Not all of you have determined your life's path. At the
risk of unnerving a few parents out there, let me say a little
uncertainty among -new graduates is a healthy thing. [[Just don't
move back home.]] //

My day was no different. Bar and I spent a good part of my
senior year thinking about becoming farpers. True story. We
talked about life on the land -- rising early, working hard.
Raising a crop -- and a family. We looked into the finances of
running a farm. In the end, we decided against the whole idea.
We realized that when it came to pigs or chickens or cattle or

corn == we dldn't know the first thing about farming. //

So of coyrse, there was anlv ane alternativar T'd hanama an

2ilman instead. Just a few short days after a ceremony much like

this one, I traded the familiar surroundings of the 0ld Campus
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for the dust and grit and searing heat of The Lone Star State ——
ancther world. [/

Odessa, Texas became my world. Yet far beyond Hillhouse
Street or the flatlands of West Téxas —— change rocked the whole

world 1n ways that would affect us all for more than 40 years.
On June 20, 1948 -- my graduation day -~ The United Nations sent

out jts first peacekeeping force =-- 49 men from the U.S. and Six

other nations -- to bring the promise of peace to the Middle
East. / On that day, the Soviet Union tried to c¢lamp down on
the free sectors of Berlin =-- the Berlin blockade had begun. /
On that day, Congress, after an all-night session, passed a bill

to help the nations of war-torn Europe. That package would

become known as the Marshall Plan. // On the business page of
the New York Times -- a headline warned that the world center of

oil exports would .shift in the years ahead from the Western
Hemisphere to the Middle East. That was some news for an
aspiring oilman, about to take his wife and Year-old son to
Texas. [/

Today's world -- your world -- is every bit as astonishing.
[(Back in my day, opportunity Xnocked. Now, it leaves a message
on your answering machine,])

We have seen in two short years the end of a long era of
Cola wWar and conflict. The Iron Curtain collapsed. The Berlin
Wwall trell -- and with it, the myth of an ideology called
communism. On the barren ground that once separated East and

West, the democratic idea sprouted anew.
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As a nation, we can take great pride in this triumph. It

vindicates more than 40 years of American vigilance —- a lesson
ea d th at £fi s Eu a th as t (s}
if, t t 7 natj d 1o r u Q

“splen isol LI

The democrétic renaissance in Central and Eastern Europe --
the blossoming or democrécy here in the Americas -- the emerging
consensus on the African continent that democracy is the road to

development -~ none of this would have taken place if America had
{
turped jpward, away from the cha es of ew id. //

Today, as we seek to promote freedem and democracy and human
Tights -- as we seek to atrengthen a shared commitment to
atability among the nations of the international community --
American Fngagement remains our best hope for peace, security and
shared prosperity,...f/

Look in every corner of the globe, and you will find that
American engagement has consequences. When we reach out, we
oifer more than cars or grain or MIV. We exemplify an ideal -~
an ideal that conquers circumstance and suspcion, that conquers
despots and empowers people. Some argue that a nation as moral
and just as ours should not taint itself by dealing with nations |
legs moral and just. But this counsel offers up self-
righteousness draped in false morality. You do not reform a
world by ignoring it.

East_psia is a case in point. Today, this dynamic region

Plays an important role in the world economy. As it has grown
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more brosperous, it also has grown more free. Driven forward by
the engine of economic growth and trade, especially with us,
South Korea and Taiwan have shed their once authoritarian rule in

- favor of democracy. [/

In each case, a policy of American engagenent fostered
positive change. We ought to acknowledge that change -- and
support it. In the case of Taiwan, oda no
Taiwan's application for membership in the GATT. //

This same approach guides our policy toward the People's
Republic¢ of China, home to fully one fifth of the world's pecople.

Yale's special interest and involvement in China dates—baack
more than a century. Generations of Yale students have travelled
to China to experience first-~hand its traditions, / its
transformations, / its times of turmoil. Chinese students have
long come here -- to-study and learn the ways of the West.
Always, the experience has enriched our two nations. //

Sinilarly, as President, and as former liaison to China, I
have sought to ground this Administration's policy in the belief
that we can best stimulate positive change in China by remaining
engaged with it,

China easily can affect the stability of the Asian-Pacific
Region -- and therefore affect the entire world's peace and
Prosperlty. <the Cninese play a central role in working to
reanlva tha aonfliot im Oamksdies wad solaxn lenslons on tne Korean
peninsula. cChina has a voice and vote in multinational

arganizations. Ite votes in the UN Securily Councll heiped us

EN )
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forge the broad coalition that bréught us victory over aggression
in the Persian Gulf. //

When.we find opportunities to cooperate with China, we wi_n
explore them. When problems arise with China'g behavior, we will
take appropriate action. //

After the tragedy 6f Tiananmen, the United sStates was the
first nation to condemn the Chinese government —- the rirst to
guarantee the rights of Chinese students studying on campuses
across the country -- including here at Yale.

The U.S. was the first nation to impose sanctions -- and we
are now the last, alone among the Westefn democracies, to keep
those original sanctions in place.

At every high level meeting with the Chinese Government,
U.S. officials reiterate our position on human rights violations
and unfair trade. -¥n late April, we cited China under the trade
rules of Special 301 for pirating U.S8. copyrights and patents.

Out of concern about China's weapons technology export
policies, we denied an export license for a communications
satellite. We have and will ban technologies and egquipment to
any chinese company found to violate rules outlawing transfers of
missile technologies. //

The United states will continue to advance our interests and
ideals: For free and fair trade -- for broader democratization -
— for respect for human rights. / we stand in solidarity with
the suffering people of Tibet, and I have tried to express my

perscnal concern. The U.S. recognizes that Tibet is a part of
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China -- and I call for non-violence énd»dialogue between the

people of Tibet and the Government of China. [/

Tat ma be oclear; we. mome At o e

huwman rjghts recognized the world over. //

Finally, we ocontinue urging China to exXervise restraint in

wea orts., Our recent experience with Iraq proves how
dangerous this deadly trade can be. That is why we urge the , E

Chinese Government to do what 141 other nations have already
done: sign the Nuclear Non-pProliferation Treaty, and abide by the |

letter and spirit of international agreements on missile
technology controls. (/

This is one form of engagement. This week, I will employ
another by proposing formally that MFN trade status continue for
China. // ‘

This policy has generated considerable controversy. Many
¢ritics —- in Congress and without -- have urged us to revoke
MFN. To censure China == cut our ties, and isolate it. We are
' told this is the prineipled policy, the moral thing to do. !/

Tnis advice is pot new. It is not wise., It is not in the
best interests of our country, the United States. And in the
end, in spite of the best intentions, it is not moral. //

For two decades after the communists seized power in 1949,
the Western world followed a policy of isolation toward China.

This period proved for China to be among the most brutal episodes
in history == an nightmare of anguish, death and suffering that

will scar the soul of china for Years to come. [/
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Critiés who call for ending MFN act as if the“point is to
punish China. But the real point is to pursue a policy that has
the best chance of changing Chinese behavior. If we withdrew -

MFN,. we would punish South china -- the very region where free ,

market reform and the democracy movement are strongegt. Revoking ,
’ 1
MFN would deal a body blow to Hong Kong -- the bastion of freedon

and free trade in the Far East. l/

.But in the end, the most compelling reason to renew MFN and
remain engaged in China is not economic or strategic -- but
moral. It is right to export the ideals of freedom and demdcracy
to China. It is wrong to isolate China if we hope to influence
it.

1t comes down to the strength of our belief in the power of
the democratic idea. If we pursue a pelicy that cultivates
contacts with the chrinese people, promotes commerge to our mutual
benefit -- we can help create a climate for democratic change.

No nation on earth has discovered a way to import the

world's goods and services —— while stopping forejign jdeas at the

border. Just as the democratic idea has transformed nations on
every continent =-- so, too, chapge will come Lo China. [/
This nation's foreign policy has always been more than

simply an expression of American interests -~ it is an extension
of American jdeals. This moral dimension of American policy

requires us to remain active, engaged in the world. Many tinmes,

that means trying to chart a moral course through a world of

lesser evils. / That's the real world -- not black and white.
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Very few moral absolutes. An enormous potential for error and

embarrassment =- but all are part of the risks we willingly take
o advance the American jideal. //

If we' are serious'about'our principles, we must carry them even
into ambiguous circumstances., We do not advance principles by
curling up into a defensive kball. We cannot transform a world if
we hide from it. We can advance our cherished ideals only by
extending our hand, showing our best sides, even if we risk
rejection or humiliation.

We remained engaged with communist countries for 40 years. ‘

We suffered through tragedies in Hungary, Czechoslovakia,

Vietnam, Poland, Afghanistan and other places. Yet while some ;
people encouraged us to adopt what they considered a righteous
igolationism, we remained engaged. We stuck patiently to our
principles, and in-time, our ideas prevailed.

That's the guiding strategy behind our approach to China.
We will have no leverage -- we will not be able to help our
friends or fight our foes -- if we turn up our noses and declare
that cChina is simply too impure a place for us. We want to
change the world -- not simply profess our purity. We want to
advance the cause of freedom -= not just snub nations that aren't
yYet wholly free.

Let me close today with some modest pieces of advice,
First, understand that you often will confront moral ambiguity.
There will come times when you will have difficulty

distinguishing between good guys and bad guys. When these
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situations arise, identify your principles and stick by themn.
Stick by them even when people jeer, when people urge you to find
a quick and easy way out. If you remain patient and true to
yourself, you can't go wranyg,

Second, remember that the corner of the world that matters
most is the one right here at home, the one you share witﬁ
friends and family.

Your destiny and the currents of history will most likely
intersacﬁ more than once., You will have ample opportunity to
make your mark. Take care to make it count. //

To all the graduates of the Class of '91, who now join me as
proud alumni of this great University: congratulations. This is
your day. wood luck to all of you -— and may God bless the

Un*ted States of America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 25, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: DAN MCGROARTY, SPEECHW’RITINGM{&
SUBJECT: YALE COMMENCEMENT CHANGES
The attached draft includes th

@ changes you requested, as
passed on to me by David Demarest as well ‘as several changes from
Doug Paal.

The  word "engagement,”™ which appeared 5 times in the text,
has been replaced or edited out. The words “"engage" or "engaged®
remain in the text, appearing 5 times. X

A I



McGroarty/Dooley
May 25, 1991
1:30 pm '
Draft Four
YALE,TS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: YALE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
MAY 27 1991
10:30 A.M,

[Introductory acknowledgements. President Schmidt, etec, ]
I remember my own commencement. Like so many of my

Classmates, I had come to Yale fresh from war -- ready to make up

for "lost time.® 71 remember our impatience. Qup optinmism. we -

sensed upcoming adventure, / I imagine it's the same today for

all of you. It’s almost as if life is about to begin -- that is,:

if the commencement Speech ever ends. 7

Not all of you have determined your life's path. ' At the

risk of unnerving a few parents out there, 1ét me say a llttle

uncertainty among new graduates is ga healthy thlng

[[Now don't
get me wrong -- I'm not suggesting they move back home 11 7/

My day was no different.  Barbara and I spent a good part of

‘my senior Year thinking about becoming garmers. True story. we

talked about life on the land --.rising early, working hard,

Raising a Crop -- and a family. we locked into the finances of

running a farm, In the end, we decmded against the whole ideaa

We realized that when it came to pigs or chickens or cattle or
corn ~- wa qidn't Rnow the first thing about farming, !/

So of course, there was only one alternative: 713 become an

eiiman instead, Just a few short days after a ceremony much like

this one, I tradeq the familiar surroundlngs of the 01d’ Campus

for the dust and grit and searing heat of the Lone Star State. //
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Odessa, Texas became my world. Yet far beyond 37 Hlllhouse

Avenue or the flatlands of West Texas ~- change rocked the whole

world in ways that would affect us all for more than 40 ysars.

On June 20, 19248 == my graduation day -- The United Nations sent
out its fggg; peacekeeping force -~ 49 men from the U.S5. and six
other nations -- to bring the promise of peace to the Middle
East.

On that day, the Soviet Union tried to clamp down on the

free sectors of Berlin -- the Berlin blockade had begun. On that

day, Congress, after an all-night session, passed a bill to help

the nations of war-torn Eurcpe. That package would become known

as the Marshall Plan. //
Today's world -- your world -- is every bit as astonishing.

[[Back in my day, opportunity knocked. Now, your pager beeps.]]

We have seeén in two short years the end of a long era of

Cold War and conflict, The Iron Curtain collapsed. The Berlin

Wall fell -- and with it, the myth of an ideology called

communism. On the barren ground that once separated East and

West, the democratic idea sprouted anew.

33 a nation, we can take great pride in this triumph. It

vindicates more than 40 years of American vigilance -- a lessgn

learn the bat elds of e and t seas of e South
Pacific -~= that tni on could longer sue a
Yeplendid isolatiom."” [/

The dsmocratic renaissance in Central and Eastern Burope -~-
the blossoming of democracy here in the aAmericas ~- the emerging

consansus on the Afxic¢an continent that democracy 1s the road to
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development ~- pone of this would have taken place if America had
turped inward., away from the challenges of a new world. //

Today, as we seek to promote freedom and democracy .and human

rights -~ as we seek to,strenqthen stabllity within the
international community -- an America confident asnough to engage

the world remains our best hope for peace, security and shared

prosperity. //

Look in every corner of the globe, and you will find that

the American example has consequences. When we reach out, we

offer more than cars or grain or MTV. We exemplify an ideal --

an ideal that conquers Circumstance and suspicion, that conguers

despots and empowers people. Some argue that a. nation as moral

and just as ours should not taint itself by dealing with nations
less moral and just. But this counsel offers up self-

righteousness draped in false morality. You do.not reform a

world by ignoring it.

East Asjg is a case in point. Today, this dynamic region

Plays an important role in tne world economy. As it has gfown

more prosperous, it also has grown more free. Driven forward by

the engine of economic growth and trade, especially with us,

South Korea and Taiwan have shed their once authoritarian rule in

favor of democracy and freer trade. //

This same approach guides our policy toward the people's .
gggblic of China, home to fully one £ifth of ths world‘a people.

China easily can affect the stability of the Asian~Pacific

Region -- and therefore affect the entire world's peace and
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prosperity. The Chinese play a central role in working to

Iresolve the conflict in cambodia and relax tensions on the Korean

peninsula. <China has a voice and vote in multinational

organizations. Its votes in the UN Security Council against
Irad's brutal aggression helped us forge the broad coalition that
brougnt us victory in the Gulr. /4

When we find opportunities to cooperate with China, we will

explore them. When problems arise with China's behavior, we will

take appropriate action. [/

After the tragedy of Tiananmen, the uUnited states was the
first nation to condemn the use of violence against the
peacefully demonstrating people of Beijing. We were the first to
guarantee the rights of Cningse students studying on campuses
across the country -- including here at Yale, '

The U.S. was the first nation to impose sanctions -- and we
are now the last, alone among the Western democracies, to keep
those original sanctions in place.

AT every high level meeting with the Chinese Government,

U.S. officials reiterate our position on human rights violationa.

unfair trade is also high on our agenda. Just last month, we

cited China under the trade rules of Special 301 for pirating
U.8. copyrights and patents. And for the sake of national
security, we will ban technologies and equipment to any Chinessa

conmpany rfounk to violate rules outlawing transfers of misasile

technologies. /[y
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We will continue to advance our interests and ideals: For
free and fair trade -- for broader democratization -- for respect
for human rights throughout China. [/ |

Let me be clear: As a member of the United Nations, China

is bound by the UN Declaration of Human Rights. We will hold

China to the obligations it has freely accepted. //

Finally, we continue urging China to exercise restraint in

its weapons exporLs.

our recent experience with Iraq proves how

dangerous this deadly trade can be {{-- and very soon, I will

announce significant new steps we can take to control arms

exports to the Middle East.}} / Every nation must play a part

in this effort. That is why we urge the Chinese Government to
abide by the letter and spirit of international agreements on
missile technolegy controls -- and to do what 141 other nations

have already done: sign the Nuglear Non-Proliferation Treaty. //

This is one way America can be a catalyst for positive

change. This week, I will employ another by proposing formally
that MFN trade status continue for China. // This policy has
generated considerable‘contfoversy.: Some critics have urged us
to revoke MFN, or endanger it with sweeping conditions. To

cgnsure China == cut our ties, and isolate it. We are told this

is the principled policy, the moral thing to do, //

This advice is not new. It is not wise. It is not in the

best interests of our -country, the United States. And in the

end, in spite of the best intentions, it is not moral. //
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First, MFN is not "special." It is not a favor. It is the

ordinary basis of trade world-wide, Second, MFN is a means to

bring the influence of the outside world to bear on China, !/

Ccritics who

attack MFN today act ag if the point isg tg
Runish China -- as if hurting China's eéconomy will soﬁehow help

the cause of human rightg. /  The real point is to pursue a
|

policy that has the best chancé of changing Chinese behavior. 1If

we withdrew MFN or imposed conditions that would make trade

impossible, we would punish South China -- in particular,
Guangdong Province -- the very region where free market reform

and the challenge

to central authority are strongest. Right now,

an estimated two million Chinese workers are proving that

privatization can ¥ork., Withdraw MFN -= and their jobs would be

in jeopardy. /7 1In addition,

endangering MFN would deal a body

blow to Heong Kong -~ the bastion of freedom and free trade in the

Far East, [/

But the most compelling reason to renew MFN and remain

engaged in China is not economic or strategic -~ but moral. It

is-right to export the ideals of freedom and democracy to China.

It is right to €ncourage Chinese students to come to the U.S, ==

and for talented American students to go to

to isolate China if we hope to influence it.

For two

China. It is wrong

decades after the communists seilzed power in 1949,
the Western world followed a policy of isolation toward China.

This period proved to be among the most brutal episodes in
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Chinese history -- a nightmare of anguish, death and suffaring

that will scar the soul of Chlna for decades to come. //

It comes down to the Strength of our belier in the power of

the democratic idea. If we pursue a poliecy that cultivates

contacts with the Chinese people,

bromotes commerce to our mutual

benefit -- we can help create a climate for democratic change.

No nation on earth has discovered a wvay to import the

world's goods and

services -« while stopping foreign jideas at the

border. Just as the democratic idea has transformed nations on

every continent -- sgo, too, change will come to China. //

This nation's foreign policy has always been more than

51mp1y an expression of Amgz lcan interests -- it is an extension_
ot Americap ideals. This moral dimensien of American pelicy

requires us to remain active, engaged in the world. Many times,
that means trying to chart a moral course through a world of

‘lesser evils. / fThat's the real world -- not black and white.

vVery rfew moral absolutes. Enormous potential for error and

embarrassment -= but all are part of the risks ye willin g;y take

Lo advance the American ideal. !/

Many times in the past 40 years, people have-encouraged us
to adopt a policy of righteous isolationism —- but we remained
engaged. We cannot advance principles if we curl -up lnto a

defensive ball. We cannot transform a world if we hide from its

unpleasant realities. we can advance our cherished ideals only

by extending our hang, showing our best sides, sticking patiently_

to our values -- even if we risk rejection.

'
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Look at the way Ameriean encouragement and the power of the

American example is paying off today in Taiwan and Korea. We

will have no leverage -=- we will not be able to advance our causa

Or resist reaction -~ if we pPull back and declare that China is

simply toe impure a place for us. We want to prom ote positive

hange in the world through the force of our example - not

simply profess our purity. We want to advance the cause of

freedom -- not just snub nations that aren‘'t vet wholly free.

Let me close today with some modest pieces of advice,

First, understand that you often will confront moral ambiguity,

Therse will come times when you will have difficulty
distinguishing between good guys and bad guys. When these

situations arise, identify your brinciples and stick by them.

Stick by them even when people jeer, when pPeople urge you to find

a quick and easy way out. If vou remain patient and true to

Yourselr, you can't go wrong,

Second, remember that the corner of the world that matters

most is the one right here at home, the one you share with

friends and family.

Finally, your destiny and the currents of hlstory w1ll most

likely intersect more than once. You will have ample opportunity

to make your mark. Take care to make it count. //

To all the graduates of the Class of '391, who now join me as

proud alumni of this areat University: congratulations. Good

luck to you -~ andg may God bless the United States of America.

#o#o#
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YALE.TS

'PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: YALE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
MAY 27, 1991
10:30 A M.

(Introductory acknowladgements. President schmidt, atc, ]

I remambar,my own commencement. ‘Like go many of my

Classmates, I had come to Yale frosh from way -- ready to maks up

for "lest time.® I remember{our impatience. our optimiam. ‘Wa
¢ensed upcpming-adventure. / I imadine it's the sama today for
all of you, . It's almost as if life iz about to begin ~- that is,

if the commencement spaech ever ends, //

Not all ot you hava determined your life's path. At the
risk of unnerving a few parents out there, let ma say a little

uncertainty among new graduates is a healthy thing. [([Now don't

get me wrong -- I'p not'sugqesting they nove back bome.1) //
My day was no'diff@rent. Barbara and I spent a good part of

my senier yoar thinking about becoming farmers. True story. We -

talked about life on the land -- rising early, working hard.

Raising a Crop =~ and a family. We loocked inte the finances of

ruaning a farm., 1In the end, we decided against the whole idea.

We realized that when it came to pigs or chickens or cattle or

corn -= ' w¥e &lda't Enow tha firast . thing about faraing. * //
| 8o of courme there was enly ona &lﬁaxnativa' ~I'ad bscome an
iilmgn inst@ad. Just a few short days’ after a cerem@ny much like
this one, I traded the famlliar surroundings of the 01a Campus

for the dust and grit and searing heat of the Lone Star State. //
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B Odaoaa, Tnxas bacane' gy world. Yet far beyond 37 Hlllhouse

Avenun or the flatlanda of West. Taxas —- changa rocked the whola
‘world in ways that would affect us all for mora than 40 years,

©on June ao, 1948 == ny qrnduatian 4ay == The Hniggﬂ_ngtigggﬁgéng

keeping forcg =- 49-men from the U.S, and six
other natiens =- to bring

the promiae of peaca to the Middle

East, “On-that day, tha’ Soviet Union tried to clamp down on the

frae sactors of Berlin - ;hg;ggxlin_hlggxagg had bagun. on that

day, congroas, atter an alls-night seasion, pPaszaed a bill to help
the nations ot war-torn Europe.

as the Marshall ®2lan. //

- Teday's world -~-

'That package would become known

yeur world == is avery bit as astonishing.

{[Back in =y day, opportunity knocked. Now, xgn;_ggggg_hgggg.]]
. Wa have sean in two short years the end of a long éra of .
COld War and conflict The Iron Curtain coliapsed.._The Berlin
Wall fell -~ and with it, the myth of an ideology called
communium. On the barren ground that once saparated East and

wQst, tha damocratic idea aprouted anew.

. As a nation, 'we can take great prlde in this triumph. It

vindlcatoa nora ‘than 40 y@ars of Amarican VLgilance -~ 3 lesson

Tha é@moaratic renaimsance 1n C@ntral and Eastern Burope ~-
tha bloaaoming of democracy hera in the Ansricaa == the emarging

consenaus on tne African .continent that damocracy is the road to

Ty
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davelopwent ~- pope of this would have taken place if America had
w r h n 1d. //
Today, as we seek to promote freedom and democracy and human

rights -~ as we saek to strengthen g within the

ky. // i

Look in_every corner of the globe, and you will find that ‘2{‘

American egigagemen} has conseguences., \\Q§§F

international community ~- Ape

hope for peace, security and shared

When we reach out, we

offer more than cars or grain or MTV. We exemplify an ideal --

an ideal that conquers circumstance and suspicion, that conquers

despots and empowers people. Some argue that a nation as moral

and just as ours should not taint itself by dealing with nations

less moral and just. But this counsel offers up self-

righteousness draped in false morality. You do not reform a

world by ignoring it.

East Asia is a case in point. Today, this dynamic region

plays an important role in the world economy, As it has grown

more prosperous, it also has grown more free. Driven forward by

the engine of economic growth and trade, especially with us,

South Korea and Taiwan have shed their once authoritarian rule in
, ‘

favor of democracy and freer trade. I

1Y
In each case, a policy of American engagement fostered ii%

. —
pesitive change. We ought to acknowledge that change ~- and 'ﬁx\ S,
support it.CE:NQQnguﬁLJ##Q%iwan——-ﬁrﬂﬁﬁEE’EEBEEEYﬁn«LjL (
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This same approach guides our pPolicy toward the peo e's

Republic of China, home to fully one fifth of the world:

3 people.

China easily can affect the stability of the Asian-Pacific

Region -~ and therefore affect the entire world's peace and

pProsperity. The Chinese pPlay a central role in working to

resolve the conflict in Cambodia and relax tensions on the Korean

peninsula. china has a voice and vote in multinational [

us

&

organizations. 1Itg votes in the UN Security Counei

elpe

forge the broad coalition that brought us victory in the aqule.

When we find opportunitieg to Cooperate with China, we will

explore them. When problems arise with China's behavior, we will
take appropriate action. /y

After the tragedy of Tiananmen, the United States was the
first nation to condemn the Chinese government =-- the first to

guarantee the rights of Chinesa students studying on campuses

across the country -- including here at Yale,

The U.S. wasg the first nation to impose sanctions -- and we
are now the Jlast, alone among the Western democracies, to keep

those original sanctions in place.

At every high level meeting with the Chinese Government,
U.S. officials reiterate our positicn on human rights violations.
Unfair trade is also high on our agenda. Just last month, we
cited China under the trade rules of Special 301 for pirating

U.8. copyrights andq Patents. And for the sake of natjional
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security, we will ban technologies and equipment to any Chinese

company found to violate rules outlawing transfaers of missile

technologies. //

We will continue to advance our interests and ideals; For

free and failr trade -- for broader democratization --

for respect
for human rights. /<::

Let me be clear: As a member of the United Nationg,

China
is bound by the UN Declaration of Human Rights. we will hold
n o) a igatio it ha 1 ccepted. //
FinAIlg;;:f continue urging China to exercise in

WMMM*‘MN
igg_xggngng_gquuu;s.A Our recent experience with Iraq prove

dangerous this deadly trade can be.

how
That is why we urge the
Chinese Government to abide by the letter and spirit of
international agreements on missile technology controls =-- and to
do what 141 other nations have already done: si 4

Non-Proliferation Treaty. //

This is one form of engagement. This week, I will employ

uc

another by proposing formally that MFN trade status continue for

China. // mThis policy has generated considerable controversy.

Some critics have urged us to revoke MFN, or endanger it with

sweeping conditions. To censure China == cut our ties, and
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isolate it. we are told this is the principled peliecy, the moral

thing to do. //

This advice iS not new. It is not wise. It is not in the

best interests of our country, the United States, And in the

/!

It is not a favor. 1t is the

Second, MFN ig a means for
gndagement =-- a means to bring the influence of the outside world

end, in spite of the best intentions, it js n m

First, MFN is not "special.®

ordinary basis of trade world-wide,

to bear on China. Il

Critics who attack MFN today act as if the point is to

punish ChinaA But the real point is to pursue a policy that has \

the best chance of changing Chinese behavior, If we withdrew MFN

or imposed conditions that would make trade impossible, we would

punish South Chjna -- the very region where g;gg_mazgg:_;gﬁg;m :

and the challenge to central authorijty are s;gongesg.A

Endangering MFN would deal a body blow to Hopg Kong -~ the J
bastion of freedom and free trade in the Far East., //

But the most compelling reason to renew MFN and remain
engaged in China is not economic or strategic -- but meral. It
is right to export the ideals of freedom and democracy to China.
It is right to éncourage Chinese students to COme to the U,S, ==
and for talented American students to go to China.

to isglate China if we hope to influence jit.

For two decades after the communists seized power in 1949,

It is wrong

the Western world followed a policy of isolation toward China,

This period proved to be among the most brutal episodes in
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Chinese history -- a nlghtmare of anguish, death and suffering

7

that will scar the soul of China for decades to come., //
It comes down to the strength of our belisf in the power of

the democratic idea, If we pursue a policy that gultivates
sontacts with the Chinese people, g;gm_;g__gg_m_;gg to our mutual

benefit -- we can help create a climate for democratic change.
No nation on earth has discovered 3 way to import the

world's gggdg and_services =- while Stopping forejgn ldeas at the

border. Just as the democratic idea has transformed nations on

every continent -- so, too, n wi c to

- 1
This nation's foreign policy has always been more than
simply an expression of American interests -~ it is an extensiop

of American jdeals. This moral dimension of American pelicy

requires us to remain active, engaged in the world:\ Many times,
that means trying to a moxral urse th h a r
sSser ev -. / That's the real world =- not black and white;

Very few moral absolutes. Enormous potential for error and

embarrassment -- but all are part of the risks we willi ingly taka
<& G ““' i E i [3 . //

Many times in the past 40 Years, people hava encouraged us

to adopt a policy of rightaous isolationism -- but we remained
engaged. We cannot advance principles if we curl up into a
dafensive ball. We cannot transform a world if we hide from its
unpleasant rsalities. We €4n advance our cherished ideals only

by extending our hénd, showing our best sidas, sticking patiently

o our values =- even if we risk rejection.
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Look at the way engagement with Tajiwan and Korea

is paying
Off today. We will have no leveraga -- we w1ll»not be able to

' advance our cause or resist reaction -- if we pull back and

declare that Chlna is simply too impure a place for us. We Qant

Yo change the world == not simply profess our purity. We want to

advance the cause of freedom -~ not just snub nations that aren't
yet wholly free.

Let me close today with some modest pieces of advica.

First, understand that you often wiilvconfront moral ambiguity,

There will come times when you will have difficulty

distinguishing between good guys énd bad guys. When these

situations arise, identify your prlnciples and stick by them.

stick by them even when people jeer, when peopla urge you to £ind

a quick and easy way out. If you remain patient and true to
yourself, you can't go wrong,
Second, remember that the corner of the world that matters

most is the one right hera at home, the one you share with

friends and family.

Finally, your destiny and the currents of history will most
likely intersect more than once. You will have ample opportunity
to make your mark. Take care to make it count. [/

To all the graduates of the Class of '91, who now.join me as
proud alumni of this great University: congratulations Good
luck to you == and may God bless the United States of America.

¥ F #
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- "._'_-'fTHE LAD — RISING EARLY, WORKING HARD RAISING A CROP - AD AATILY,

WE LOOKED INTO THE FINANCES OF RUNNING A FAPM IN THE END, - WE DECIDED AGAINST

THE WHOLE IDEA, - NE REALIZED THAT WHEN IT CAME 10 PIGS OR CHICKENS 0R CATTLE OR

CORN - WE b T KNOW THE FIRST THING ABOUT FARMING VAT
T, oF COURSE, THERE WAS ONLY ONE ALTERNATIVE I’D BECOME AN OILMAN
INSTERD, JUST A FEW SHORT DAYS AFTER A CERE]VDNY MUCH LIKE THIS O, 1 TRADED

. “:-THE FAMILIAR SURROUNDINGS OF THE OLD CAMPUS FOR THE DUST AND GRIT AND SEARING .. I

, .HEAT OF THE LONE STAR STATE //

ODESSA, TEXAS, BECAME MY WORLD YEI' FAR BEYOND 37 HILLHOUSE AVB\IUE OR

o ';THE FLATLANDS OF WEST TEXAS -- CHANGE ROCKED THE WHOLE WORLD IN WAYS THAT

WOULD AFFECT B ALL FOR MORE THAN LTO YEARS ON JUNE 20, 19!48 - MY GRADUATION DAY -
o '_THE UNITED NATIONS SENT OUT ITS FIRST PEACEKEEPING FORCE -~ A9 MEN FROM THE |

| EAST ON THAT DAY, THE SOVIET UNION TRIEJ TO CLAMP DOWN ON THE FREE SECTORS
| .f 0F BERLIN - THE BERLIN BLOCKADE HAD BEGUN ON THAT DAY, CONGRESS, AFIER AN.




»l”f‘{"..ALL-NIGHT SESSION, PASSED A BILL 10 HELP THE NATIONS OF WAR—TORN EUROPE THAT
" PACKAGE WOULD BECOME KoH AS THE NARSHALL PLA, _// o

SEPARATED EAST AND WEST, ,THE DEMOCPATIC IDEA SPROUTED ANEW

TODAY S WORLD - YOUR WORLD -- IS EVERY BIT- AS ASTONISHING [IBACK IN MY

'DAY, OPPORTUNITY KNOCKED NOW, YOUR PAGER BEEPS I]

WE HAVE SEEN IN TWO SHORT YEARS THE END OF A LONG ERA OF COLD WAR AND

- "CONFLICT THE IRON CURTAIN COLLAPSED THE BERLIN WALL FELL -- AND WITH IT,
a THE MYTH OF AN IDEOLOGY CALLED C(]VMUNISM ON THE BARREN GROUND THAT ONCE |

AS A NATION, WE CAN TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN THIS TRIUI"IPH. IT VINDICATES
MORE THAN 40 YEARS OF AMERICAN VIGILANCE - A LESSON LEARNED ON THE BATILEFIELDS

’ OF EUROPE AND THE SEAS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC - THAT THIS NATION COULD NO_LONGER

PURSUE A POLICY OF "SPLENDID ISOLATION u //

THE DEMOCRATIC RENAISSANCE IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE - THE BLOSSOMING
OF DEMOCRACY HERE IN THE AMERICAS -~ THE EIVERGING CONSENSUS ON THE AFRICAN

CONTINENT THAT DEIYOCRACY IS THE ROAD TO DEVELOPMENT -- NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE

TAKEN PLACE IF AIVERICA HAD TURNED INWARD, AWAY FROM THE CHALLENGES OF A NEW WORLD. //




ROLE _1N THE WORLD ECONOMY
VORE FFEE.




S CHINA EASILY CAN AFFECT THE STABILITY OF THE ASIAN PACIFIC REGION -~ AND

, THEREFORE AFFECT THE ENTIRE WORLD S PEACE AND PROSPERITY THE CHINESE. PLAY A |
CENTRAL ROLE IN WORKING 10 RESOLVE THE CONFLICT IN CAMBODIA AND: RELAX TENSIONS

- ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA CHINA HAS A VOICE AND VOTE TN NULTINATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS - ITS VOTES IN THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL AGAINST IRAQ’ S BRUTAL

 AGGRESSION HH_PED Us FORGE THE BROAD COALITION THAT BROUGHI US VICTORY IN THE.
o =GULF // | |

WHEN WE FIND OPPORTUNITIES TO COOPERATE WITH CHINA, WE WILL EXPLORE THEM

v . .

- ,’“._ 10 i /

WHEN PROBLEMS ARISE WITH CHINA S BEHAVIOR, WE WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION,’ /7 |

AFTER THE TRAGEDY OF TIANANMEN, THE UNITED STATES WAS THE FIRST NATION TO

L ;;_,f' CONDE]VN THE USE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST THE PEACEFULLY DENONSTRATING PEOPLE OF

AN

:':""';3'BEIJING WE WERE THE FIRST TO GUARANTEE THE RIGHTS OF CHINESE STUDENTS STUDYING
B -.ON CANPUSES ACROSS THE COUNTRY == INCLUDING HERE AT YALE

M 2 !

THE U S WAS THE FIRST NATION TO IMPOSE SANCT IONS - AND WE ARE NOW THE

f

LLAST ALONE ANDNG THE. WESTERN DEMOCRACIES, TO KEEP THOSE ORIGINAL SANCIIONS IN -
‘PLACE | R




AT EVERY HIGH LEVEL TVEET ING WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNIVENT, U S OFFICIALS

_' REITERATE OUR POSITION ON HUTVIAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS UNFAIR TRADE IS ALSO HIGH

o OUR AGENDA, JUST LAST NONTH, VE CITED CHINA UNDER THE TRADE RULES oF
SPECIAL 301 FOR PIRATING U.s. COPYRIGHTS AND PATENTs AND FOR THE SMEOF . ... . 15
o NATIONAL SECURITY, WE WILL BAN TECHNOLOGIES AND EQUIPNENT To ANY CHINESE |
COMPANY FOLND TO VIOLATE RULES OUﬂ_AWING TRANSFERS OF MISSILE TECHVOLOGIES. //
W WILL CONTINUE TO-ADVANCE OUR INTERESTS AND IDEALS: FOR FREE AND FAIR

TRADE _— FOR BROADER DEMOCRATIZATION - FOR RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHT S THROUGHOUT
-CHINA

0 s Bl N e R ]
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LET ME BE CLEAR AS A NEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, CHINA IS BOUND BY

THE N DECLARATION OF HUW\N RIGHTS wE WILL HOLD CHINA 10 THE OBLIGATIONS ’
IT HAS FREELY ACCEPTED //.

FINALLY, WE CONTINUE URGING CHINA TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN ITS WEAPONS

'.."_' EXPORTS OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE WITH IRAO PROVES HOW DANGEROUS THIS DEADLY ..
:T ‘.-': TRADE CAN BE [[ -- AND VERY SOON, I WILL ANNOUNCE SIGNIFICANT NEW STEPS WE CAN

| TAKE TO CONTROL ARMS EXPORTS TO THE MIDDLE EAST ]] // EVERY NATION MUST
- PLAY A PART IN THIS EFFORT THAT IS WHY WE URGE THE CHINESE GOVERNYENT TO




| "\::.ABIDE BY THE LEHER AND SPIRIT OF INTERNATIONAL AGREE]VIENTS ON MISSILE
| TECHNOLOGY CONTROLS - AND TO DO WHAT llll OTHER NATIONS HAVE ALREADY DONE _ -
;{.SIGN THE NUCLEAR NON PROLIHERATION TREATY // |

) THIS IS ONE WAY AMERICA CAN BE A CATALYST FOR POSITIVE CHANGE THIS WEEK,
1 HILL EMPLOY ANOTHER BY PROPOSING FORYLALLY THAT MFN TRADE STATUS CONTINUE FOR

" CHINA // THIS POLICY HAS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE CONTROVERSY SOME CRITICS
" HAVE URGED US T0 REVOKE MFN, OR ENDANGER IT WITH SWEEPING CONDITIONS TO
.":CENSURE CHINA -~ CUT OUR TIES, AND ISOLATE IT, 'WE ARE TOLD THIS IS THE
_ PRINCIPLED POLICY; THE NORAL THING TO DO " //

TR

o THIS ADVICE IS NOT NEW, IT IS NOT WISE IT IS NOT IN THE BEST INTERESTS
." OF OUR COUNT RY, THE UNITED STATES AND IN. THE END IN SPITE OF THE BEST
- INTENTIONS IT IS NOT MORAL //

._.';'.',{ FIRST: MFN IS NOT ”SPECIAL i IT IS NOT A FAVOR T IS THE ORDINARY BASIS ™ -

CRITICS WHO ATTACK MFN TODAY ACT AS. IF THE POINT IS TO PUNISH CHINA -~
AS IF HURTING CHINA S ECONOMY WILL SOMEHOW HELP THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS / |




" THE REAL POINT IS TO PURSUE A POLICY THAT HAS THE BEST CHANCE OF CHANGING

.CHINESE BEHAVIOR IF WE WITHDREW MFN OR IMPOSED CONDITIONS THAT WOULD MAKE

TRADE IMPOSSIBLE, | WE WOULD PUNISH SOUTH CHINA - IN PARTICULAR, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE -- THE VERY REGION WHERE FREE MARKET REFORM_ AND THE. CHALL ENGE TO

: CENTRAL AUTHORITY ARE STRONGEST RIGHT NOW, AN ESTIMATED TWO MILLION CHINESE

WORKERS ARE PROVING THAT PRIVATIZATION CAN WORK WITHDRAW MEN - AND THEIR JOBS .

B WOULD BE IN JEOPARDY ,/ N ADDITION, ENDANGERING MFN WOULD DEAL A BODY BLOW TO
| HONG KONG -- THE BASTION OF FREEDOM AND FREE TRADE IN THE FAR EAST // |

- ;*1'6:“-“ |
BUT TTIE MOST CDMPELLING REASON T0 RENEW MN AND REMAIN ENGAGED IN CHINA
:'V.IIS NOT ECONOMIC OR STRATEGIC - BUT MORAL IT IS RIGHT T0 EXPORT THE IDEALS OoF

”'.FREEDCM AND . DEMOCRACY TO CHINA IT IS RIGHT TO ENCOURAGE CHINESE STUDENTS TO |
COME 10 THE U S S AND FOR TALENTED AMERICAN STUDENTS TO GO TO CHINA, IT IS

WRONG 10 ISOLATE CHINA IF WE HOPE TO INFLUENCE o

1 TWO DECADES AFIER THE COIVIVIUNISTS SEIZED POWER Iy 1949, THE VESTERN
. WORLD FOLLOWED A POLICY oF ISOLATION TOWARD CHINA.  THIS PERIOD PROVED TO BE
. NG T HoST BRUTAL EPISODES IN CHINESE HISTORY - A NIGHTHARE OF ANGULSH




DEATH AND SUFFERING THAT WILL SCAR THE SOUL OF CHINA FOR DECADES 10 CONE // -.
IT C(]VIES DOWN TO THE STRENGTH OF OUR BELIEF IN THE POWER OF THE DEIVDCRATIC

- IDEA IF WE PURSUE A POLICY THAT CULTIVATES CONTACTS WITH THE CHINESE PEOPLE;

 PROVDTES COMVERCE TO OUR MUTUAL BENEFIT -- - W CAN HELP CREATE A CLIMATE FOR
‘DEIVDCRATIC CHANGE, L | |

.NO NATION ON EARTH HAS DISCOVERED A WAY TO IMPORT THE WORLD S GOODS AND

- SERVICES -- WHILE STOPPING FOREIGN IDEAS AT THE BORDER JUST AS THE DEIVDCRATIC

IDEA HAS TRANSFORMED NATIONS ON EVERY CONTINENT -- SO, T00, CHANGE WILL COME 10 |

- CHINA. . //
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EXPRESSION OF AMERICAN INTERESTS - IT IS AN EXTENSION OF ANERICAN IDEALS THIS

o :Il"'ORAL DIMENSION OF AIVIERICAN POLICY REQUIRES US TO REMAIN ACTIVE, ENGAGED IN THE

LE_S_S_M A THAT S THE REAL WORLD - NOT BLACK AND WHITE VERY FEW

L ‘IVDRAL ABSOLUTES momous POTENTIAL FOR ERROR AND EMBARRASSIVIEN_T - BUT AL ARE

PART OF THE RISKS wr—: WILLINGLY TAKE TO ADVANCE THE AMERICAN BN, //

MANY TIMES IN THE PAST LIO YEARS, PEOPLE HAVE ENCOURAGED us 10 ADOPT A
POLICYn OF. RIGHTEOUS ISOLATIONISM — BUT WE REMAINED ENGAGED WE CANNOT
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| :ADVANCE PRINCIPLES IF WE CURL UP INTO A DEFE\ISIVE BALL WE CANNOT TRANSFORM A ~

WORLD IF WE-HIDE FROM ITS UNPLEASANT REALITIES. WE CAN ADVANCE OUR CHERISHED

_ IDEALS ONLY BY EXTENDING OUR HAND, SHOWING OUR BEST SIDES, STICKING PATIENTLY

- 10 OUR VALUES -- EVEN IF WE RISK REJECTION ,
LOOK AT THE WAY AMERICAN ENCOURAGEMB\IT AND THE POWER OF THE AIVERICAN EXAMPLE

| IS PAYING OFF TODAY IN TAIWAN AND KOREA WE WILL HAVE NO LEVERAGE ~- WE WILL .NOT

BE ABLE TO ADVANCE OUR CAUSE OR RESIST REACT ION -~ IFWE PULL BACK AND DECLARE THAT

CHINA IS SIMPLY TOO IMPURE A PLACE FOR US WE WANT TO PROM)TE POSITIVE CHANGE IN

-',';.20.;"

~WE WANT TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF FREF_DOM - NOT JUST SNUB NATIONS THAT AREN' T
YET WHOLLY FREE

LET ME CLOSE TODAY WITH SOME IVDDEST PIECES OF ADVICE FIRST, UNDERSTAND

| ;'THAT YOU OFTEN WILL CONFRONT NDRAL AMBIGUITY THERE WILL COME TIMES WHEN YOU |
B WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN GOOD GUYS AND BD GUYS, WHEN THESE
o .;:SITUATIONS ARISE, IDENTIFY YOUR PRINCIPLES D STICK BY THEN * STICK BY THEN
BN WHEN PEOPLE JEER, N PEOPLE URGE YOU TO FIND A QUICK AND EASY WAY OUT.
 IF YOU REWAIN PATIENT AND TRUE TD YOURSELF, YOU CAN'T 60 HRONG.




SECOND, REIVEMBER THAT THE CORNER OF THE HORLD THAT MATTERS MOST IS THE
ONE RIGHT HERE AT HOE, THE 0NE YOU SHARE WITH FRIENDS A0 FAMLLY, |
FINALLY, YOUR DESTINY AD THE CURRENTS OF HISTORY WILL IVDST LIKELY

| "INTERSECT FORE THAN ONCE,~ YOU WILL HAVE AIPLE OPPORTUNITY O MAKE YOUR MRRK;" |
;’i{TAKE CRE TO MAE IT COUNT, " .;-_r-i EE A |
0 AL THE GRADUATES OF THE CLASS I '91, WHO NOW JOIN E AS PROUD

4 ALUWNI OF THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY CONGRATULATIONS GOOD LUK TO Yoy -—N\m

: MAY GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
| Y # #

IR S B
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: YALE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
MAY 27, 1991
10:30 A.M.

PRESIDENT SCHMIDT, MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY AND THE YALE
COMMUNITY, FELLOWS OF YALE CORPORATION, AN® MY FELLOW
HONORANDS -- IT IS AN HONOR TO BE HERE TODAY. MAYOR
DANIELS, IT'S WONDERFUL TO BE BACK IN THE GREAT CITY OF NEW
HAVEN. AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, TO THE GRADUATING STUDENTS,

/{
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CONGRATULATIONS, AND THANK YOU FOR WELCOMING ME HERE TODAY.

I REMEMBER MY OWN COMMENCEMENT. LIKE SO MANY OF MY
CLASSMATES, I HAD COME TO YALE FRESH FROM WAR -- READY TO
MAKE UP FOR "LOST TIME," I REMEMBER OUR IMPATIENCE, OUR
OPTIMISM. WE SENSED UPCOMING ADVENTURE. / T IMAGINE IT'S
THE SAME TODAY FOR ALL OF YOU. IT'S ALMOST AS IF LIFE IS
ABOUT TO BEGIN -- THAT IS, IF THE COMMENCEMENT SPEECH EVER
ENDS. // |
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NOT ALL OF YOU HAVE DETERMINED YOUR LIFE’'S PATH. AT THE
RISK OF UNNERVING A FEW PARENTS OUT THERE, LET ME SAY A
LITTLE UNCERTAINTY AMONG NEW GRADUATES IS A HEALTHY THING.
[INOW DON'T GET ME WRONG -- I'M NOT SUGGESTING THEY MOVE
BACK HOME.11 //,, |

MY DAY WAS/DIFFERENT. BARBARA AND I SPENT A GOOD PART
OF MY SENIOR YEAR THINKING ABOUT BECOMING FARMERS. TRUE
STORY. WE TALKED ABOUT LIFE ON THE LAND -- RISING EARLY,
WORKING HARD. RAISING A CROP -- AND A FAMILY.

Y A
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WE LOOKED INTO THE FINANCES OF RUNNING A FARM. IN THE END,
WE DECIDED AGAINST THE WHOLE IDEA. WE REALIZED THAT WHEN IT
CAME TO PIGS OR CHICKENS OR CATTLE OR CORN -- WE DIDN'T KNOW
THE FIRST THING ABOUT FARMING. //

SO, OF COURSE, THERE WAS ONLY ONE ALTERNATIVE: 1I'D
BECOME AN OILMAN INSTEAD. JUST A FEW. SHORT DAYS AFTER A
CEREMONY MUCH LIKE THIS ONE, I TRADED THE FAMILIAR
SURROUNDINGS OF THE OLD CAMPUS FOR THE DUST AND GRIT AND
SEARING HEAT OF THE LONE STAR STATE. //
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ODESSA, TEXAS BECAME MY WORLD. YET FAR BEYOND 37
HILLHOUSE AVENUE OR THE FLATLANDS OF WEST TEXAS -- CHANGE
ROCKED THE WHOLE WORLD IN WAYS THAT WOULD AFFECT US ALL FOR
 MORE THAN 40 YEARS. ON JUNE 20, 1948 -- MY GRADUATION DAY -
- THE UNITED NATIONS SENT OUT ITS FIRST PEACEKEEPING FORCE -
- 49 MEN FROM THE U.S. AND SIX OTHER NATIONS -- TO BRING THE
PROMISE OF PEACE TO THE MIDDLE EAST. ON THAT DAY, THE
SOVIET UNION TRIED TO CLAMP DOWN ON THE FREE SECTORS OF
BERLIN -- THE BERLIN BLOCKADE HAD BEGUN.

e - » ¢
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ON THAT DAY, CONGRESS, AFTER AN ALL-NIGHT SESSION, PASSED A
BILL TO HELP THE NATIONS OF WAR-TORN EUROPE. THAT PACKAGE
WOULD BECOME KNOWN AS THE MARSHALL PLAN. //

TODAY'S WORLD -- YOUR WORLD -- IS EVERY BIT AS
ASTONISHING. [IBACK IN MY DAY, OPPORTUNITY KNOCKED. NOW,
YOUR PAGER BEEPS.]]

WE HAVE SEEN IN TWO SHORT YEARS THE END OF A LONG ERA OF
COLD WAR AND CONFLICT. THE IRON CURTAIN COLLAPSED.
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THE BERLIN WALL FELL -- AND WITH IT, THE MYTH OF AN IDEOLOGY
CALLED COMMUNISM. ON THE BARREN GROUND THAT ONCE SEPARATED
EAST AND WEST, THE DEMOCRATIC IDEA SPROUTED ANEW.

AS A NATION, WE CAN TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN THIS TRIUMPH.
IT VINDICATES MORE THAN 40 YEARS OF AMERICAN VIGILANCE -- A
LESSON LEARNED ON THE BATTLEFIELDS OF EUROPE AND THE SEAS OF
~THE SOUTH PACIFIC -- THAT THIS NATION COULD NO LONGER PURSUE
A POLICY OF "SPLENDID ISOLATION." //
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THE DEMOCRATIC RENAISSANCE IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
--THE BLOSSOMING OF DEMOCRACY HERE IN THE AMERICAS -- THE
EMERGING CONSENSUS ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT THAT DEMOCRACY
IS THE ROAD TO DEVELOPMENT -- NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE TAKEN
PLACE IF AMERICA HAD TURNED INWARD, AWAY FROM THE CHALLENGES
OF A NEW WORLD. // |

TODAY, AS WE SEEK TO PROMOTE FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY AND
HUMAN RIGHTS -- AS WE SEEK TO STRENGTHEN STABILITY WITHIN
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY --

4
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AN AMERICA CONFIDENT ENOUGH TO ENGAGE THE WORLD REMAINS OUR
BEST HOPE FOR PEACE, SECURITY AND SHARED PROSPERITY. //

LOOK IN EVERY CORNER OF THE GLOBE, AND YOU WILL FIND
THAT THE AMERICAN EXAMPLE HAS CONSEQUENCES. WHEN WE REACH
ouT, WE OFFER MORE THAN CARS OR GRAIN OR MTV. WE EXEMPLIFY
AN IDEAL -- AN IDEAL THAT CONQUERS CIRCUMSTANCE AND
SUSPICION, THAT CONQUERS DESPOTS AND EMPOWERS PEOPLE. SOME
ARGUE THAT A NATION AS MORAL AND JUST AS OURS SHOULD NOT
TAINT ITSELF BY DEALING WITH NATIONS LESS MORAL AND JUST.

1
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BUT THIS COUNSEL OFFERS UP SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS DRAPED IN
FALSE MORALITY. YOU DO NOT REFORM A WORLD BY IGNORING IT.

EAST ASIA IS A CASE IN POINT. TODAY, THIS DYNAMIC
REGION PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE WORLD ECONOMY. AS IT
HAS GROWN MORE PROSPEROUS, IT ALSO HAS GROWN MORE FREE.
DRIVEN FORWARD BY THE ENGINE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE,
ESPECIALLY WITH US, SOUTH KOREA AND TAIWAN HAVE SHED THEIR
ONCE AUTHORITARIAN RULE IN FAVOR OF DEMOCRACY AND FREER
TRADE.
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THIS SAME APPROACH GUIDES OUR POLICY TOWARD THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA, HOME TO FULLY ONE FIFTH OF THE WORLD'S
PEOPLE. CHINA EASILY CAN AFFECT THE STABILITY OF THE ASIAN-
PACIFIC REGION -- AND THEREFORE AFFECT THE ENTIRE WORLD'S
PEACE AND PROSPERITY. THE CHINESE PLAY A CENTRAL ROLE IN
WORKING TO RESOLVE THE CONFLICT IN CAMBODIA AND RELAX
TENSIONS ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. CHINA HAS A VOICE AND
VOTE IN MULTINATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.
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ITS VOTES IN THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL AGAINST IRAQ’'S BRUTAL
AGGRESSION HELPED US FORGE THE BROAD COALITION THAT BROUGHT
US VICTORY IN THE GULF. //

WHEN WE FIND OPPORTUNITIES TO COOPERATE WITH CHINA, WE
WILL EXPLORE THEM. WHEN PROBLEMS ARISE WITH CHINA'S
BEHAVIOR, WE WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION. //

AFTER THE TRAGEDY OF TIANANMEN, THE UNITED STATES WAS
THE FIRST NATION TO CONDEMN THE USE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST THE
PEACEFULLY DEMONSTRATING PEOPLE OF BEIJING.

4




- 13 - .

WE WERE THE FIRST TO GUARANTEE THE RIGHTS OF CHINESE
STUDENTS STUDYING ON CAMPUSES ACROSS THE COUNTRY --
INCLUDING HERE AT YALE. |

THE U.S. WAS THE FIRST NATION TO IMPOSE SANCTIONS -- AND
WE ARE NOW THE LAST, ALONE AMONG THE WESTERN DEMOCRACIES, TO
KEEP THOSE ORIGINAL SANCTIONS IN PLACE.

AT EVERY HIGH LEVEL MEETING WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT,
U.S. OFFICIALS REITERATE OUR POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS. UNFAIR TRADE IS ALSO HIGH ON OUR AGENDA.

(» R T T -
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JUST LAST MONTH, WE CITED CHINA UNDER THE TRADE RULES OF
SPECIAL 301 FOR PIRATING U.S. COPYRIGHTS AND PATENTS. AND
FOR THE SAKE OF NATIONAL SECURITY, WE WILL BAN TECHNOLOGIES
AND EQUIPMENT TO ANY CHINESE COMPANY FOUND TO VIOLATE RULES
OUTLAWING TRANSFERS OF MISSILE TECHNOLOGIES. //

WE WILL CONTINUE TO ADVANCE OUR INTERESTS AND IDEALS:
FOR FREE AND FAIR TRADE -- FOR BROADER DEMOCRATIZATION --
FOR RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGHOUT CHINA.
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LET ME BE CLEAR: AS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS,
CHINA IS BOUND BY THE UN DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. WE
WILL HOLD CHINA TO THE OBLIGATIONS IT HAS FREELY ACCEPTED.
/7 |

FINALLY, WE CONTINUE URGING CHINA TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT
IN ITS WEAPONS EXPORTS. OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE WITH IRAQ
PROVES HOW DANGEROUS THIS DEADLY TRADE CAN BE [L -- AND VERY
SOON, I WILL ANNOUNCE SIGNIFICANT NEW STEPS WE CAN TAKE TO
CONTROL ARMS EXPORTS TO THE MIDDLE EAST. 11 //

—_ . : : -
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EVERY NATION MUST PLAY A PART IN THIS EFFORT. THAT IS WHY
WE URGE THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO ABIDE BY THE LETTER AND
SPIRIT OF INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ON MISSILE TECHNOLOGY
CONTROLS -- AND TO DO WHAT 141 OTHER NATIONS HAVE ALREADY

DONE: SIGN THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIF ION TREATY. //

THIS IS ONE WAY AMERICA CAN BE A CATALYST FOR POSITIVE
CHANGE. THIS WEEK, I WILL EMPLOY ANOTHER BY PROPOSING

FORMALLY THAT MFN TRADE STATUS CONTINUE FOR CHINA. // THIS
POLICY HAS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE CONTROVERSY.

J— -

{




- 17 -

SOME CRITICS HAVE URGED US TO REVOKE MFN, OR ENDANGER IT
WITH SWEEPING CONDITIONS. TO CENSURE CHINA -- CUT OUR TIES,
AND ISOLATE IT. WE ARE TOLD THIS IS THE PRINCIPLED POLICY,
THE MORAL THING TO DO. //

THIS ADVICE IS NOT NEW. IT IS NOT WISE. IT IS NOT IN
THE BEST INTERESTS OF OUR COUNTRY, THE UNITED STATES. AND
IN THE END, IN SPITE OF THE BEST INTENTIONS, IT IS NOT
MORAL. //
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FIRST, MFN IS NOT "SPECIAL."™ IT IS NOT A FAVOR. IT IS
THE ORDINARY BASIS OF TRADE WORLD-WIDE. SECOND, MFN IS A
MEANS TO BRING THE INFLUENCE OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD TO BEAR ON
CHINA. //

CRITICS WHO ATTACK MFN TODAY ACT AS IF THE POINT IS TO
PUNISH CHINA -- AS IF HURTING CHINA’S ECONOMY WILL SOMEHOW
HELP THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. / THE REAL POINT IS TO

PURSUE A POLICY THAT HAS THE BEST CHANCE OF CHANGING CHINESE
BEHAVIOR.
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IF WE WITHDREW MFN OR IMPOSED CONDITIONS THAT WOULD MAKE
TRADE IMPOSSIBLE, WE WOULD PUNISH SOUTH CHINA -- IN
PARTICULAR, GUANGDONG PROVINCE -- THE VERY- REGION WHERE FREE
MARKET REFORM AND THE CHALLENGE TO CENTRAL AUTHORITY ARE
STRONGEST. RIGHT NOW, AN ESTIMATED TWO MILLION CHINESE
WORKERS ARE PROVING THAT PRIVATIZATION CAN WORK. WITHDRAW
MFEN -- AND THEIR JOBS WOULD BE IN JEOPARDY. / 1IN ADDITION,
ENDANGERING MFN WOULD DEAL A BODY BLOW TO HONG KONG -- THE
BASTION OF FREEDOM AND FREE TRADE IN THE FAR EAST. //

{
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BUT THE MOST COMPELLING REASON TO RENEW MFN AND REMAIN
ENGAGED IN CHINA IS NOT ECONOMIC OR STRATEGIC -- BUT MORAL.
IT IS RIGHT TO EXPORT THE IDEALS OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY TO
CHINA. IT IS RIGHT TO ENCOURAGE CHINESE STUDENTS TO COME TO
THE U.S. --AND FOR TALENTED AMERICAN STUDENTS TO GO TO

CHINA. IT IS WRONG TO ISOLATE CHINA IF WE HOPE TO INFLUENCE
IT.
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FOR TWO DECADES AFTER THE COMMUNISTS SEIZED POWER IN
1949, THE. WESTERN WORLD FOLLOWED A POLICY OF ISOLATION
TOWARD CHINA. THIS PERIOD PROVED TO BE AMONG THE MOST
BRUTAL EPISODES IN CHINESE HISTORY -- A NIGHT MARE OF
ANGUISH, DEATH AND SUFFERING THAT WILL SCAR THE SOUL OF

CHINA FOR DECADES TO COME. //
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IT COMES DOWN TO THE STRENGTH OF OUR BELIEF IN THE POWER
OF THE DEMOCRATIC IDEA. IF WE PURSUE A POLICY THAT
CULTIVATES CONTACTS WITH THE CHINESE PEOPLE, PROMOTES
COMMERCE TO OUR MUTUAL BENEFIT -- WE CAN HELP CREATE A
CLIMATE FOR DEMOCRATIC CHANGE.

i
!
!
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NO NATION ON EARTH HAS DISCOVERED A WAY TO IMPORT THE
WORLD'S GOODS AND SERVICES -- WHILE STOPPING FOREIGN IDEAS
AT THE BORDER. JUST AS THE DEMOCRATIC IDEA HAS TRANSFORMED
NATIONS ON EVERY CONTINENT -- SO, TOO, CHANGE WILL COME TO
CHINA. //

~ THIS NATION’'S FOREIGN POLICY HAS ALWAYS BEEN MORE THAN
SIMPLY AN EXPRESSION OF AMERICAN INTERESTS -- |
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IT IS AN EXTENSION OF AMERICAN IDEALS. THIS MORAL DIMENSION

OF AMERICAN POLICY REQUIRES US TO REMAIN ACTIVE, ENGAGED IN

THE WORLD. MANY TIMES, THAT MEANS TRYING TO CHART A MORAL |
COURSE THROUGH A WORLD OF LESSER EVILS. / THAT'S THE REAL |
WORLD -- NOT BLACK AND WHITE. VERY FEW MORAL ABSOLUTES. L
ENORMOUS POTENTIAL FOR ERROR AND EMBARRASSMENT -- BUT ALL |
ARE PART OF THE RISKS WE WILLINGLY TAKE TO ADVANCE THE |
AMERICAN IDEAL. //
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MANY TIMES IN THE PAST 40 YEARS, PEOPLE HAVE ENCOURAGED
US TO ADOPT A POLICY OF RIGHTEOUS ISOLATIONISM -- BUT WE
REMAINED ENGAGED. WE CANNOT ADVANCE PRINCIPLES IF WE CURL
UP INTO A DEFENSIVE BALL. WE CANNOT TRANSFORM A WORLD IF WE
HIDE FROM ITS UNPLEASANT REALITIES. WE CAN ADVANCE OUR
CHERISHED IDEALS ONLY BY EXTENDING OUR HAND, SHOWING OUR
BEST SIDES, STICKING PATIENTLY TO OUR VALUES -- EVEN IF WE
RISK REJECTION.
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LOOK AT THE WAY AMERICAN ENCOURAGEMENT AND THE POWER OF
THE AMERICAN EXAMPLE IS PAYING OFF TODAY IN TAIWAN AND
KOREA. WE WILL HAVE NO LEVERAGE -- WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
ADVANCE OUR CAUSE OR RESIST REACTION -- IF WE PULL BACK AND
DECLARE THAT CHINA IS SIMPLY TOO IMPURE A PLACE FOR US. ME
WANT TO PROMOTE POSITIVE CHANGE IN THE WORLD THROUGH THE
FORCE OF OUR EXAMPLE -- NOT SIMPLY PROFESS OUR PURITY. WE
WANT TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM -- NOT JUST SNUB
NATIONS THAT AREN'T YET WHOLLY FREE.

{




- 27 - ,

LET ME CLOSE TODAY WITH SOME MODEST PIECES OF ADVICE.
FIRST, UNDERSTAND THAT YOU OFTEN WILL CONFRONT MORAL
AMBIGUITY. THERE WILL COME TIMES WHEN YOU WILL HAVE
DIFFICULTY DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN GOOD GUYS AND BAD GUYS.
WHEN THESE SITUATIONS ARISE, IDENTIFY YOUR PRINCIPLES AND
STICK BY THEM. STICK BY THEM EVEN WHEN PEOPLE JEER, WHEN
PEOPLE URGE YOU TO FIND A QUICK AND EASY WAY OUT. IF YOU
REMAIN PATIENT AND TRUE TO YOURSELF, YOU CAN'T GO WRONG.
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SECOND, REMEMBER THAT THE CORNER OF THE WORLD THAT
MATTERS MOST IS THE ONE RIGHT HERE AT HOME, THE ONE YOU
SHARE WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY.

FINALLY, YOUR DESTINY AND THE CURRENTS OF HISTORY WILL
MOST LIKELY INTERSECT MORE THAN ONCE. YOU WILL HAVE AMPLE
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE YOUR MARK. TAKE CARE TO MAKE IT COUNT.
//

TO ALL THE GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 91, WHO NOW JOIN
ME AS PROUD ALUMNI OF THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY:

(i
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CONGRATULATIONS. GOOD LUCK TO YOU -- AND MAY GOD BLESS THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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President Schmidt. Friends, family and, of course,
graduates of the Class of 1991: it is my great pleasure to share
this day with all of you. As a proud graduate of this great
university, it is a special privilege to stand here today. //

I remember back to my own commencement. Thousands of my
classmates had come to Yale fresh from war -- ready to make up
for "lost time." I remember our impatience. Our optimism. The
sense we had that we were on the verge of adventure. / I
imagine it's the same today for all of you. It's almost as if
life is about to begin -- that is, if the commencement speech
ever ends. //

Certainly, I did not come here today to dispense a dubious
wisdom -- to presume to tell you how to live your lives. Your
education has equipped you to make that decision for yourselves.
That responsibility is your own -- and no one else's. //

Not all of you have determined your life's path. At the
risk of upsetting a few parents out there, let me say a little
uncertainty among new graduates is a healthybthing. [[Just don't
move back home.]] //

My day was no different. Bar and I spent a good part of my
senior year thinking about becoming farmers. True story. We

talked about life on the land -- rising early, working hard.
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Raising a crop, and a family. We looked into the finances of
running a farm. In the end, what decided us against the whole

idea was the realization that we didn't know the first thing

about pigs _or chicken or cattle or corn. //

So of course, there was only one alternative: 1I'd become an
oilman instead. // Just a few short days after a ceremony much
like this one, I traded the familiar surroundings of {Yale |
landmark} for the dust and grit and searing heat of Odessa, Texas
-- another world. //

My world was just then beginning to take shape. Far beyond
Hillhouse Street or the flatlands of Odessa -- change transformed
the wider world in ways we'd grapple with for more than 40 years.

Each day brought new challenges. Take the New York Times on

June 20, 1948 -- my graduation day. On that-day, the United

Nations sent out its first peacekeeping force -- 49 men from the
U.S. and [xx] other nations -- to bring the promise of peace to
the Middle East. / On that day in 1948, the headlines spoke of

the Soviet clampdown on the free sector of Germany -- the Berlin

blockade had begun. Early on that day in 1948, after an all-
night session, Congress passed the aid package to the nations of
war-torn Europe that would become known as the Marshall Plan. !/
Meanwhile, on the business page -- just as one aspiring oilman
got ready to take his wife and year-old son to Texas -- a
headline warned that the world center of oil exports would shift
in the years ahead from the Western Hemisphere to the Middle

East. //
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Our world -- your world -- is every bit as astonishing.

[[Back in my day, opportunity knocked. Now, it leaves a message
on your answering machine.]] But it is not now so much
technology and science that we marvel at -- but the pace of

political change.

We have seen in two short years the end of a long era of

Cold War and conflict. The collapse of the Iron Curtain. The

shattering not only of the Berlin Wall -- but of the myth of an

ideology called communism, and the triumph of the democratic
idea.
I want to speak today not about this new world you are about

to enter -- but about the world of ideas that until today has

been your home. We often speak as if these two worlds were far
removed from one another -- the "ivy tower" / the "real world."
The truth is, the universitf is a crucible in which our future is
forged. [/

The university sends its students out into that future,
armed with ideas and answers that take us fo;ward toward progress
-- or backward, blindly, toward peril. What happens here is
never a matter of indifference. And today, it is a matter of

great concern -- for at the very moment Western values are

ascendant in the world -- the legacy of Western Civilization is

under attack from within. //
It is an irony of the worst kind that so many in the
American university -- the very symbol and citadel of Western

Civilization ~-- are ready to consign those values to the scrap-
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heap of history. / It is deeply disturbing that at a time when

Western values are seen by millions as a source of liberation --

that so many here see in those same values the dead hand of

domination and oppression.

This battle against the heritage of the West is being waged
in the name of diversity. We are told that the Western worldview
is too cramped and stunted.’ That Western Civilization is no more
than the rule of dead white European males. That our Western
heritage blinds us to the truths of other cultures and biases us
toward other peoples. // Here at Yale, and-at many other
universities, we are urged to scrap Western Culture in the name
of this new diversity. //

Nothing could be more dangerous ~- not only to generations
of future students -- but to the future of democracy.

Here at Yale, that divisive doctrine has met formidable
opponents. President Schmidt and Dean Donald Kagan have been

among the most forceful defenders of the idea of the university

as an institution devoted to ogpen inquiry. //

By tradition, the university focuses on the great questions

and quests that unite us -- 1link us to all men and women -- of
all ages and eras. The great danger of the quest for diversity
is its focus on the differences that divide us -- that build
walls of mistrust that obstruct understanding, to claim that
ultimately, we are all products and prisoners of our own narrow

cultures. //
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This balkanization of the academy is destructive --
corrosive -- damaging to the very openness it purports to
advance. [/
The simple fact is that the democratic legacy of the West
breeds tolerance and unmatched acceptance of other cultures.

Democracy is the natural home of diversity. Democracy alone is

the one political system in all. of history that accommodates

people of all cultures, points of view and faiths.

Democracy alone speaks the langﬁage of human rights. Democracy
élone upholds the sanctity of the individual against the.power of
the State. |

It is a mistake -- a dangerous myth -- to see in the study
of Western Civilization an ideological straightjacket. Western

civilization is far from monolithic. It speaks with many voices,

in a debate -- a kind of democratic discussion -- about what is
right and good, about how we should live, how we should govern
ourselves. [/

To those quick to see America's imperfections, I say: Study
other cultures -- examine other ways, open yourselves to new
authors and interpreters of the human experience. But do not
neglect the culture of the West -- the source of our openness and
spirit of inquiry. // Crificize. Correct. Challenge
individuals and institutions to aim higher, and improve. But do

not fail to recognize that our tolerance -- our openness -- our

desire to ask and understand is all part of Ehe legacy of the

Western tradition. //
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Nowhere is the impact of this Western legacy more evident
than in America.
No nation on earth has been more open to individuals of

every rank —-- to immigrants from every shore. No nation has done
more to secure the rights of every man and woman to live, work

and worship as they wish. -

Yes, this nation has its faults and failures. But no nation

is more searching and self-critical -- none more dedicated to
hold itself accountable to its highest ideals -- than our nation,

America. [/

Our openness to other cultures is evident in every American

community -- wherever the ways of the "old world" exist within
the new. It is evident the American character -- curious and

confident. In the spirit that makes us ready to go out into the
world -- and ready to let the world come to us. To open our
doors to the millions of men and women who will make the 1990's a

new age of immigration for America -- men and women whose drive

and dreams will enrich this nation. New pioneers who help us

rediscover each new day all that America means to the world. //

Let me close with today with a modest piece of advice: 1like
every generation of new graduates -- like I was myself so many
years ago —-- you may be anxious to rush out into the world to
make your mark. Before you do, pause long enough to remember
that, in the end, the corner of the world that matters most is

right here at home, with friends and family. //
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As for the rest, your destiny and the currents of history
will most likely intersect more than once. You will have ample
opportunity to make your mark. Take care to make it count. //

To all the graduates of the Class of '91, who now join me as
proud alumni of this great University: congratulations. This is
your day. It's been my pleasure to share it with you, with your
friends and family. Good lﬁck to all of you -- and may God bless

the United States of America.

# # #
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TRE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. President N~
Schmidt. and members of the faculty, and the Yale community, fellows
of the Yale Corporation, and especially with congratulations to wy
fellow honorands -~ it is an honor to be here today. MNayor Daniels,
it’s nice to be back in the city. Anc most importantly, to the
graduating students -- congratulate each and every one of you.
(Applause.) rMay I single out Yale’s band. They’ve cleaned up for
today, and they’ve never been better under Mr. Tom Duffy. Thank you,
sir. (Applause.) Andé thank you for the warm welcome. 5i res
prehensio en cano est non oves sic vacio. That means, if you’re
holding up the sign, you can’t throw eggs. (Laughter and applause.)

I remember my own commencement. Like so many of my
classmates, I’d come to Yale fresh from war —- ready to make up for
"lost time." I remember our impatience and our optimism. An¢ we
sensed upcoming edventure. I imagine it’s the same today for all of
you. It's almost as if life is about to begin -~ that is, if the
commencement speech ever ends. (Laughter.)

Twenty-nine years ago, President Kennedy stood right
here, and my dad was honored with him.. And he said, "I have the best

of all worlds ~- a Yale degree and a Harvarg education.” (Laughters) -

He had it wrong. 1I’'ve got the best of all worlds -- a Yale education
and a Yale degree., (applause.) '

My day was no different. There’s an excitement in the
air, and Barbara and I spent a good part of our senior year thinking
about, literally, becowming farmers. %e talked about life on the lang
and rising early and working hard and raising a crop ané a family.
Anéd we looked into the finances of running a farm. In the end, we
decided against the whole idea.,. e reslized that when it came to

pigs ané chickens and cattle or corn, we dién’t know the first thing
about farming, :

S0, of course, there was only one alternative: T went
west and became an oilman. (Laughter.) The days after -~ the Gay ==
the very day after the ceremony like this one, I traded the familiar
surroundings of this beautiful old campus for tne dust and grit and
searing heat of the Lone Star State.

' Cdessa, Texas, became my world, And yet far beyond 37
Billhouse Avenue where Barbara and I lived, or the Flatlands of West
Texas, change rocked the whole world in ways that would affect us all
for more than 40 years. On June 20th, 10485 =—- my graduation day ~-~
the United Nations sent out its first peacekewping force =-- 49¢ men
fxom the United States and six other nations =~ to bring the promise
of peace to the Middle East. And on that day, the Soviet Union tried
to clamp down on the free sectors of Berlin —- the Berlin Blockade
had begun. Ang¢ on that cday, Congress, after an all-night session,
passed a bill to help the nations of war-~torn Europe. That package
would become known, as woe all know, as the Mkarshall Plan.

Today’s world -- your worlg -~=- is every bit as

#“ORE
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astonishing., Back in my day, opportunity knocked. And yours -- your
pager beeps, ' '

“We have seen in two short years the end of a long era of
Cold wWar and conflict. The Iron Curtain collapsed -= it’s gone, the
wall is down. (Applause.) And with it the myth of an ideology
c2lled communism. On the barrzn ground that once separated Sast and
West, the democratic idea sprouted anew.

As a natjon, we can take great pride in this triumph. It
vindicates more than 40 years of American vigilance -~ a lesson
learned on the battlefields of Europe and the seas of the Scuth
Pacific -- that this nation could no lonaer pursue a policy of
"splendid isolation."

The Jdemocratic renaissance in Central and Eastern Eutope
-~ the blossoming of democracy here in the Americas -- the emerging
consensus on the African Continent that democracy is the road to

development -- none of this would have taken place if America had

turned inward, away from the challenges of 2 new world.

So today, as we seck to proumcte freedom and Cemocracy and
human rights -~ as we seek to strengthen stability within the
international community -- an America confident enough to engage the
worlcé remains our best hope for peace, security and shared
prosperity. (Applause.) -

Look in every corner of the globe and you will finé that

' the American example has consequances. ihen we reach out, we offer

more than cars or grain or KTV, He exemplify an ideal ~~ an ideal
that conguers circumstance and suspicion, that conguers despots and
empowers people. Some argue that a nation as moral and just as ocurs
should not taint jitself by dealing with nations less noral, less
just. But this counsel offers up self-righteousness draped in a
false morality. You ¢o not reform a world by ignoring- it.
(applause.)

East Asia is a case in point.. Today, this dynamic region
plays an important role in the world economy. As it has grown more
prosperous, it has also grown more free. Driven forward by the
engine of economic growth and trads, especiaily-with the U.S..-Seuth
Xorea and Taiwan have shed their once avthoritarian rule in favor of
democracy and freer trade.

This same approach guides our policy towards the People’s
Republic of China, home to fully one~fifth of the world’s people.,
China easily can affect the stability of the Asian-lPacific region -
and therefore, affect the entire world’s peace and prosperity. The
Chinese play a central role in working to resolve the confliet in
Cambodia and relax tensions on the Xorean Peninsula. China hes a
voice now in the multinational crganizations. Andé its votes in the
United Nations Security Council against Iraq®s brutal aggression
helped ua forge the broad coalition that brought us victory in the
Gulf. (Applause.) -

) Anc g0 when we find opportunities to cooperate with
China, we will explore them. Uhen prohlems arise with China’s
behavior, we will take gppropriate action.

' After the tragedy of Tiananmen, the United States was the
glrst nation to condemn the uze of violence against the peacefully
cemonstrating people of Beijing., e were the first to guarantee the
Fxghts‘of Chinese gtudents studying on cempuses across the country —=
including here at Yale. (Applauase,) ‘

: ‘ The United States was the first nation to inpose
sanctions =-- and we are now the loast, alone among the uestern
d?mocracies, to keep those original eanctions in place. At every
hish-~level meeting with the Chinese government, U.S. officials
reiterate our position on humen rights violations.

Unfair trade is also high on our agenda., Just last

HORE
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month, we cited China under the trade rules of a special 301 for
pirating U.S. copyrighte and patents. And for the sake of national
sequrity, we will ban technologies and equipment to any Chinese
company found to violate rules cutlawing transfer of missile
technologies.,

We will continue to advance our interests and ideals:
for free and fair trace -- for broader democratization -« for respect
for human rights throughout China.

Let me be clear: As a'member of the United Nations,
China is bound by the U.¥. Declaration of Human Rights. We will hold
China to the obligations that it has freely accepted.

And, finally, we continue urging China to exercise .
restraint in its weapons exports. Our recent experience with Iraqg
proves how dangerous the deadly trade can be. And very soon, I will
announce significant new steps that we ¢an take to control arms
exports to the entire Niddle zast. (Applause.) Every nation must
play a part in this effort. That’s why we urge the Chinese
government to abide by the letter and gpirit of international

agreements on missile technology controls -- and to do what 141 other

nations have already done: sign the Buclear Neonproliferation Treaty.

_ (Applause.)

And .this is one way that the Unitec States can be a
catalyst for positive change. This week, I will employ another by
proposing formally that MFN trade status continue for China. This
policy has generated considerable controversy. Some critice have
said revoke KFN, or endanger it with sweeping conditions -- to
censure China, cut our ties and isolate it. ¥e are told this is a
principled policy, a moral thing.to do.

This advice i3 not new. 1It’s not wise. It is not in the
best interests ©of our country, the United States. And in the end, in

spite of noble and besat intentions, it is not wmoral.
. . N

First, MFN is special.* It is not a faver, It is the
ordinary basis of trade worldwide. Second, NFN is a means to bring
the influence of the outside world to bear on China. Critics who
attack MFN today act as if the point is to punish-China ---as if.
hurting China’s economy will somehow help the cause of |privatization
and human rights.

The real peoint is to pursue a policy that has the best
chance of changing Chinese behavior. If we withdrew MFN or imposed
conditions that would make trade impossible, we would punish South
China: in particular, Guangdong Province -- the very region wvhere
free market reform ané the challenge to central avthority are the
strongest. Right now, there’s an estimated two million Chinese who
are working, and proving that privatization can work -- 2ll in South
China, Withdraw MFN and their jobs would he in jeopardy. In
addition, endangering MFN would deal a body blow to Hong Xong -~ the
vastion of freedom and free trade in the Far East.

But the rmost compelling reason to renew MFN and remain
engaged in China is not econcmic, it’s not strategic, but moral. It

is right to export the ideals of freedom and democracy to China. It

is right to encourage Chinese students to come to the United States,
and for talented American students to go to China. It isg vrong to
isclate China if we hope to influence China. ({Applause.)

For two Cecades after the communists seized power in
1949, the Western world followed a pelicy of isolation toward China.
This period proved to be among the most brutal episodes in Chinese
history -- a nightmare of anguish and death and suffering that will
scar the soul of China for decades to come.

* not special,
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So it comes down to the strength of our belief in the
power of the democratic idea. If we pursue a poliey that cultivates
contacts with the Chinese people, promotes commerce to our benefit,
we can help create a climate for democratic change, '

No nation on Earth has discovered a way to import the
world’s goods and services =-- while stopping foreign ideas at the
border, Just as the dewocratic idea has transformed nations on every
continent «= s0, too, change will inevitably come to China.

This nation’s foreign policy has slways been more than
simply. an expression of American interegts -- it’s an extension of
American ideals, This moral cimension of American policy reguires us
to remain active, engaged in the worlg. Many times, that means
trying to chart a moral course through 2 world of lesser evile,
That’s the real world -- not black and white. Very few moral
absolutes. Enormous potential for error and embarrassment. But all

are part of the risks that we willingly take to aavance the American
idealo '

Many times in the past 40 years, people have encouraged
us to adopt a policy of righteous isolationism -— but we remained
engaged. We cannot advance principles if we curl up into a defensive
ball. e cannot transform a world if we hide from its unpleasant
realities. We can advance our cherished ideals only by extending our
hand, showing our best sides, sticking patiently to our values == .
even if we risk rejection, :

Look at the way American encouragement and the American
example -~ the power of the American example =-- is paying off in
Taiwan ané Korea. e will have no leverage. WwWe will not be able to
advance our cause or resist repression if we pull back ané ¢eclare
that China is simply too impure a place for us. .We want to promota
pogitive change in the world through the force of our example -- not
simply profese our purity. We want to advance the cause of freedom
-- not just snub nations that aren’t yet wholly free.

Let me close today with some modest pieces of advice.
First, understend that you often will ‘coniront woral ambiguity,
There will come times when you will have difficulty distinguishing
between good guys and bad guys. When these situations arise,
identify your principles and stick by them. Stick by them even when
people jeer, when people urge you to find 2 quick and easy out.
(Applause,) 1If you remain patient and true to yourself, you can’t o
wrong.

Second, remember that the corner of the world that
matters most is one right here at home, the one you share with
friends and family.

And finally, your destiny and the currentsg of history
will most ‘likely intersect mora than once. You will have ample
opportunity to make your mark. Ané take care to make it count.

To all the graduates of the Class of ’Sl who now join me

as proud alumni of this great University, congratulations, coed luck
to you, and may God bless the United States of Arerica. (Adpplause.)

END 12:15 B.&,. 2D%



