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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

;!MAY21 Pg?yﬁi}l' 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING

THROUGH : C. BOYDEN GRAYQ-SQ'- &L; NL}

COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDE

FROM: NELSON LUND,
ASSOCIATE SEL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: National Retail Federation

At the request of Phillip D. Brady, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned draft remarks.

The following insert should be added, probably on page 3 after
", . . jobs for all Americans.":

Finally, I want to stress that economic growth and
equal opportunity go hand in hand. I want to sign a
civil rights bill this year, and I've sent a good
strong proposal up to the Hill. Unfortunately, my bill
is being held hostage while the other side pushes a
bill that is almost identical to the one I vetoed last
year.

On Tuesday, we had an announcement of a Democratic

compromise. But it was just an announcement -- no
bill, a®»d no exact 1anguage. put 4s far as we can tell
from their summary, W1

themselves~_The changes they're proposing seem to be
purely cosmetic.

I do not want to veto another bill with the name "civil
rights" on it. But I will not sign am—anti=civii—
rights bill that will foster unfair preferences and
promote a litigation explosion for the benefit of
lawyers. If the other side is serious about civil
rights, they will pass my bill. We can then move
forward in a constructive and bipartisan fashion to
address the other elements of my program for expanding
choice and opportunity.

(If the Democrats release a new bill before the President's
remarks, this insert will need to be adjusted.)

Counsel's office appreciates the opportunity to review this
matter.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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\y@\ HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:  5/21/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:  ——~

SUBJECT: BRIEF REMARKS WITH NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O m/ MCCLURE O ol
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT O M PORTER O
DARMAN O ( ROGICH 0
BRADY O / SMITH O
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD O ( ROGERS ad
DEMAREST 0 [{ SNOW ey
FITZZWATER 0 V KRISTOL o= |
GRAY 0 M BOSKIN -
HOLIDAY O [b/ DELAND O

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH
FROM:

SUBJECT:

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, May 23,
before the leadership of t
a.m. in Room 450.

THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON |

9l MAT 20 |PH 5: 09

[
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1
i

May 20, 1991 |

TONY sNow 75

I

MARY KATE GRANT 747/

I
BRIEF REMARKS WITH “NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
|

|

1991, you will deliver brief remarks
he National Retaill Federation at 11:00
The audience will number

- approximately 180,
representing one million retail establishments employing over 16
million workers.

IT. DISCUSSION
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Grant/Cawley
May 16, 1991
Draft three / A: NRF.ts

BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL'FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP-BY -
THURSDAY, MAY 23, 1991
11:00 A.M.

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have you to the White:
|

House. ((Acknowledgements)) i

The National Retail Federation has suéported this

administration on a wide range of trade ani economic issues. I

wanted to meet with you and thank you. I also wanted to discuss
|

an issue of importance to every person in tPis room -- as well as

to the 16 million workers you represent: e#onomic growth.

|
While there is some disagreement about}the length and depth
i
of the recession, we must commit ourselves Fo policies that will

promote growth and prosperity into the next!century. This

|

administration's economic growth package caﬂ do just that. It

can set us on a path toward long-term, mark%t-driven economic

growth.

i

Our Administration's growth package begﬁns with control of

federal spending. our budget agreement lastiyear finally put the

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go systemL And it cut the

|
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billiop over the next five

|
yYears -- and that extra capital means more investment.
| 1
To further increase private savings and!investment in the
|
economy, we've also proposed tax-~free family |savings accounts,




-
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and penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first~-time home

buyers. |

|
Our financial services reform bill wi;l help| modernize our

financial system, ensure its future strengih, and help alleviate

|
tight credit conditions. }

We've proposed cutting the tax for loﬁg-term capital gains
to spur job-creating investment in our ecoﬁomy. That would cut
the tax code's bias in favor of debt; expa%d incentives to
invest; give a leqg up to the small entrepr%neur Qith the big
idea. It would keep the American Dream alﬂve.

And we're investing in research and dévelopment, which will
add fuel even greater growth in the future;

Ame:ica's fetailers know better than mbst that government
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary buf?ens on working men

i
and women. That's why the Vice President's}Council on

|
Competitiveness will continue to review government |requlations to

|
ensure that regulatory benefits outweigh burdens by the widest

|
margin possible. !
1

|
These proposals are only part of our aﬁtion plan for a

strong and healthy economy. We're looking qeyond our borders for

new opportunities in international markets. | over the past four

decades, and especially in recent years, tra?e has kept our

economy going strong. Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent

in the last four years -- more than twice the rate of import

|

- growth. Export business accounts for an inctreasing|share of our

|

|
|
|
:
|
!
|
|
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3 |
economic growth. We've seen unparalled gréwth in |world trade and
huge economic benefits for the United Statgs.

Our trade strategy is simple: the Uniéed States w{il
continue to lead the world toward a systemzof free trade and open
markets -- because it means economic growtﬂ and jobs for all
Americans. l

{FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING 10N TIMING OF VOTE]

In the end, every vote dounts/counted.z Your support in the
final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couidn't have doﬁe it
without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanks once |again.

God bless you. |

£ # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/21/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: o

SUBJECT:PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DEDICATION OF THE KHALIL GIBRAN MEMORIAL GARDEN

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0o o MCCLURE O
SUNUNU O p/ PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT O / PORTER O
DARMAN O b/ ROGICH O
BRADY O / SMITH O
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER m m
CARD 0 [/ ROGERS O
DEMAREST O b/ SNOW _ppummseemem SR
FITZZWATER O M
GRAY o ¥ O O
HOLIDAY O Q/ O O

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 21, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH:: TONY SNOW //ﬁ

FROM:

JENNIFER GROSSMAN %

On Friday May 24th at 9:30 a.m., you will del
remarks (five minutes, on cards) at the dedication
Gibran Memorial Garden. 500 invited guest will at
some general public. Press will be open. Several
precede you in very brief remarks. I

IIMAY 21 Bt 2: 0y

iver brief

of the Khalil

tend as well as
speakers will

The Khalil Gibran Memorial is a gift of

f the Khalil Gibran
Centennial Foundation to the American people.

comment on the beauty of memorial garden,

YouF remarks

a?d prai§e the poetic
and philosophic contributions of Khalil Gi

bran. You also state
hopes for peace in Gibran's homeland, the Middle East.
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(Grossman/Hinchliffe)

May 17, 1991
RASUL Draft One

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: KHALIL GIBRAN DEDICATION
GIBRAN MEMORIAL GARDEN
‘FRIDAY, MAY 24, 1991 9:30 a.m.

1

|
Ladies and Gentlemen. It's an honor to dedicate this garden

|
to a man who has done so much for poetry,‘?nd through poetry, for

all of us. \ Barbara and I were pleased to serve

as honorary Co-

|
Chairmen of the dedication committee. And now that I see the

beauty of this place, I'm struck by that committee's dedication.

|
\ They, and all who contributed to this memorial

offer it as a

tribute to Gibran's legacy -~ his belief 1n brotherhood his call

l
for compassion, and his passion for peace.i

The spot where we now stand holds a sp201a1 place in my

heart. For eight years, I lived up the street with my family.

But this memorial renders this place more sbecial

honoring a man who enlivened candor with ca@ence,
|

to truth. l

!
Gibran once wrote that "remembrance is!a form

still -- by

and lent song

of meeting."

So, in this garden, we meet that man again.i The graceful

|
symmetry and slope of these grounds lead the

eye in a sweep that

is, indeed, poetry in motion. The Cedars oﬁ Lebanon that will

someday canopy the poet's memorial remind usiof those which once

sheltered his birth. His words carved on these benches echo

those he has etched on our memory. And as the entrance's

: footbrldge brings us into his garden, so hls work

|
the thresholds of (our) own mind."

|
t
|
|
|
|
I
|

"leads (us) to
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Perhaps his greatest bequest was~theékey by which we opened

our own imaginations. His was not poetry for the passive, but

for the participant. He wrote that the wi%est teachef&reveals
|
"that which already lies half asleep in the dawning of your
|

knowledge." His poetry sounded that reveille with a song of
beauty and truth. !
When Gibran said that fwork is love éade visible," those
were not just words that he wrote, they weﬁe words that he lived.
Part poet, part philosopher -- he extracte% 'the secret of the
sea (from) a drop of dew.' Poetry was theilanguage in which he
explored his soul,‘and taught us about our#. And when he spoke
of the realm of the spirit, his words preés;d the yveil we cannot
see, yet cannot see beyond. He drew us whe%e we were unused to

climb, and shared what he saw: the promise of a kinder, gentler
|

world.

|
As we survey today's world, we see proéress towards Gibran's

vision, but we also see promise unfulfilled% And we see the need
to renew Gibrén's message of tolerance and %ompassion for a world
too often at odds \ rather than at peace. Pérhaps nowhere is this
more important than in the Middle East, Gibﬁan's homeland, where
peace still wanders as the region's prodigal%son.
[That region gave us a symbol of peace in Gibran. It is
cruel irony that those lands now suffer the %trife of hatred and
fear. oOur Administfation's efforts are prem%sed by | those words

Bill just quoted: "We are all children of thé same supreme

being." That is why we must strive to turn #he bitter cycle of
|




3

demanding an eye for an eye, into one of offering a hand forva

|
hand. We shall continue our efforts to help bring peace back
N

home to this vital and historic part of th% worldl so Ehat

someday, its 'bread of affliction: may becéme 'bread cast upon

the waters. ')
|

Gibran once wrote, "love is a word ofilight, written by a

hand of light, upon a pPage of light." The;hand is his, and the

page -- our hearts. Thank you very much la?ies and gentlemen,
and God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION \ ROOM 450
“THURSDAY, MAY 23, 1991 \ 11:00 A.M.
‘ | |

GooD MORNING. IT'S A PLEASURE TO ﬂAVE Y%U TO THE
WHITE House. IT's GooD TO SEE BILL HoweLL [CHAIRMAN OF
THE BoArRD, NRF] anp TrRAcY MuLLIN [PRESIDENT OF i
GOVERNMENT AND PuBLIc AFrFAIRS, NRF] -- AND JACK SCHULTZ
DOWN THERE [IN FRONT ROW; PRESIDENT OF RETAIL SERVICES,
NRF1. Goop To SEE You, BoypEN.

RTED THIS
RANGE OF TRADE AND E

WITH YOU AND THANK You., T

RSELVES To

GROWTH A '
THE NEXT CENTURY. NP PROSPERITY 1NTO
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THIS ADMINISTRATION'S ECONOMIC GROWTH PACKAGE CAN DO

JUST THAT. IT CAN SET US ON A PATH TO“ARD LONG-TERM,

MARKET-DRIVEN ECONOMIC GROWTH.

OurR ADMINISTRATION'S GROWTH PACKAGE BEGINS WITH
CONTROL OF FEDERAL SPENDING. OUR BUDGET AGREEMENT LAST

YEAR FINALLY PUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ON A

PAY-AS-

YOU-GO SYSTEM. AND IT CUT THE GROWTH dF FEDERAL DEBT

BY NEARLY $500 BILLION OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEA
|

THAT EXTRA CAPITAL MEANS MORE INVESTMENT.
j

- -

RS -- AND

TiHE BUDGET CAPS ARE WORKING. THERE IS NOW SOME REAL,

MEANINGFUL DISCIPLINE IN CONGRESS AGAINST THE

TEMPTATION TO SPEND, SPEND, SPEND.

ATO'INCREASE.PRIVATE SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT IN THE

ECONOMY, WE'VE ALSO PROPOSED TAX-FREE FAMILY

SAVINGS

ACCOUNTS, AND PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS FrRoM I.R.A.'s

FOR 'FIRST-TIME HOME BUYERS.




-5 - ,

OUR FINANCIAL SERVICES REFORM BﬁLL.szL HELP
MODERNIZE OUR FINANCIAL SYSTEM, ENsukE ITS FUTURE
STRENGTH, AND HELP ALLEVIATE TIGHT chEDIT CONDITIONS.

WE'VE PROPOSED CUTTING THE TAX Fpn LONG-TERM
CAPITAL GAINS TO SPUR JOB-CREATING INVESTMENT IN OUR
ECONOMY. THAT WOULD CUT THE TAX coné's BIAS IN FAVOR
-OF DEBT; EXPAND INCENTIVES TO INVEST} GIVE A LEG UP TO
THE SMALL ENTREPRENEUR WITH THE BIG IDEA. |IT wouLp
KEEP THE AMERICAN DREAM ALIVE.

-6 - |
AND WE'RE INVESTING. IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT --
up $8.4 BILLION TO $76 BILLION, THE ﬁIGHEST LEVEL
EVER -- WHICH WILL FUEL EVEN GREATER%GROWTH.IN THE
FUTURE. |
AMERICA'S RETAILERS KNOW BETTER THAN MOST THAT
GOVERNMENT REGULATION SHOULDN’'T IMPOSE UNNECESSARY
_BURDENS ON WORKING MEN AND WOMEN. ;




-7 - |

THAT'S wHY THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ‘CouNcIL ON

COMPETITIVENESS WILL CONTINUE TO REVIEW GOVERNMENT
REGULATIONS TO ENSURE THAT REGULATORY BENEFITS OUTWEIGH
BURDENS BY THE WIDEST MARGIN POSSIBLE. -

'THESE PROPOSALS ARE ONLY PART OF oﬁn ACTION PLAN
FOR A STRONG AND HEALTHY ECONOMY. WE'RE LOOKING BEYOND
OUR BORDERS FOR NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN INTERNATIONAL
MARKETS. OVER THE PAST FOUR DECADES, AND ESAECIALLY IN

RECENT YEARS, TRADE HAS KEPT OUR ECONOMY Go:qe STRONG.
| |

- 8-
MERCHANDISE EXPORTS HAVE RISEN 73 PERCENT IN THE LAST
FOUR YEARS -- MORE THAN TWICE THE RATE OF IMPORT

GROWTH. EXPORT BUSINESS ACCOUNTS FOREAN-INCREASING.
SHARE OF OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH. WE'VE SEEN UNPARALLELED
GROWTH IN WORLD TRADE AND HUGE ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR
THE UNITED STATES.




R
OUR TRADE STRATEGY IS SIMPLE: THEiUNITEb STATES

WILL CONTINUE TO LEAD THE WORLD TowARﬁ A SYSTEM OF FREE
TRADE AND OPEN MARKETS -- BECAUSE IT MEANS ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND JOBS FOR ALL AMERICANS. | -

As YOU KNOW, WE'VE ASKED CONGRESS To EXTEND ' THE
FAST=TRACK TRADE PROCEDURES THAT HOLD THE KEY TO GOOD- .
FAITH RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESS
IN TRADE MATTERS -- AND BETWEEN OUR NEGOTIATORS AND
THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS.

- 10 --

WE'RE EXPECTING A FINAL VOTE ON FAST TRACK SOMETIME
THIS AFTERNOON, BUT ANYONE WHO SAYS TﬁIS VO#E IS IN THE
BAG IS WRONG. WE'RE DOWN TO THE NIRE, AND EVERY VOTE
COUNTS. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT IN THESE FINAL HOURS; WE
CAN'T WIN WITHOUT THE HELP OF CONCERNED AMERICANS LIKE
YOU.

FINALLY, I WANT TO STRESS THAT ECONOMIC |GROWTH AND
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY GO HAND IN HAND. I WANT TO SIGN A -
CIVIL RIGHTS BILL THIS YEAR, AND I'VE SENT A GOOD
STRONG PROPOSAL UP TO THE HILL. |




- 11 -

UNFORTUNATELY, MY BILL IS BEING HELD HQSTAGE WHILE
CONGRESS PUSHES A BILL THAT IS ALMOST iDENTICAL TO THE

ONE I VETOED LAST YEAR. ON TUESDAY, WE HAD AN
!
ANNOUNCEMENT OF A DEMOCRATIC COMPROMISE. But

IT_WAS

JUST AN ANNOUNCEMENT -- NO BILL -- NO EXACT LANGUAGE.

As FAR AS WE CAN TELL FROM THEIR SUMMARY, THE
THEY'RE PROPOSING SEEM TO BE PURELY COshETIg.

"I DO NOT WANT TO VETO ANOTHER BILL QITH T
"CIVIL RIGHTS" ON IT.

But T wrLL NOT SIGN A BILL THAT WILL FOSTER Q

UNFAIR PREFERENCES AND PROMOTE A LITT
FOR THE BENEFIT.OF LAWYERS. IF THE Couénsss

ABOUT CIVIL-RIGHTS, IT WILL PASS MYy BILL. WE
MOVE FORWARD IN A CONSTRUCTIVE AND BIPAﬁTISAN
TO ADDRESS THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF MY PROéRAM FOR

EXPANDING CHOICE AND OPPORTUNITY.
"THANKS ONCE AGAIN.
Gop BLEsS YOUu.

CHANGES

HE NAME

UOTAS AND

GATION EXPLOSION

IS SERIOUS
CAN THEN
FASHION
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Grant/Cawley
May 16, 1991
Draft four / A: NRF.ts

BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP-BY
THURSDAY, MAY 23, 1991
11:00 A.M.

éj Good morning. It's a pleasure to have you to the White
LChmrman o Roocd , NR F

House. 1It's good to see Bill Howell and Tracy Mullin -- and Jack
Preqidint of fov ' +
Schultz, down there [in front row& +« PLA . dwis i
APresidiat of Finamcial S v, £ N RE

The National Retail Federatlon has supported this
administration on a wide range of trade and economic issues. I
wanted to meet with you and thank you. I also wanted to discuss
an issue of importance to every person in this room -- as well as
to the 16 million workers you represent: economic growth.

While there is some disagreement about the length and depth
of the recession, we must commit ourselves to policies that will
promote growth and prosperity into the next century. This
administration's economic growth package can do just that. It
can set us on a path toward long-term, market-driven economic
growth.

Our Administration's growth package begins with control of
federal spending. Our budget agreement last year finally put the
Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system. And it cut the
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion over the next five
years -- and that extra capital means more investment. The
budget caps are working. There is now some real, meaningful
discipline in Congress against the temptation to spend, spend,

spend.
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To increase private savings and investment in the economy,

we've also proposed tax-free family savings accounts, and

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time home buyers.

. Our financial services reform bill will help modernize our

financial system, ensure its future strength, and help alleviate

tight credit conditions.

We've proposed cutting the tax for long-term capital gains

to spur job-creating investment in our economy. That would cut

the tax code's bias in favor of debt; expand incenti

ves to

invest; give a leg up to the small entrepreneur with the big

idea. It would keep the American Dream alive.

And we're investing in research and development

billion to $76 billion, the highest level ever -- wh
fuel even greater growth in the future.

America's retailers know better than most that
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on w
and women. That's why the viqe President's Council
Competitiveness will continue to review government r
ensure that regulatory benefits outweigh burdens by
margin possible. |

These proposals are only part of our action pla
strong and healthy economy. We're looking beyond ou
new opportunities in international markets. Over th
decades, and especially in recent years, trade has k
economy going strong. Merchandise'exports have rise

in the last four years -- more than twice the rate o

-- up $8.4

ich will add

government
orking men
on
egulations to

the widest

n for a

r borders for
e past four
ept our

n 73 percent

f import




3
growth. Export business accounts for an increasing|share of our
economic growth. We've seen unparalled growth in world trade and

huge economic benefits for fhe United States.

Our trade strategy is simple: the United StateT will
continue to lead the world toward a system of free trade and open
markets -- because it means economic growth and jobs for all

Americans. As you know, we've asked Cbngress to extend the fast-~-

track trade procedures that hold the key to good-faith relations

between the Administration and Congress in t?ade matters -- and
between our‘negotiators and\their counterparts in tLade
negotiations.

We're éxpecting a final vote on fast track someéime this
afternoon, but anyone who says the vote is in the bag is wrong.
We're down to the wire, and every vote count$. We need your
support in these final hours; we can't win without the help of
concerned Americans like you.

Keep up the good fight. Thanks ‘once aggin.

God bless you.

# ##
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MEMORANDUM TO

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, May 23,

a.m.

in Room 450.

_ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 20, 1991

THE PRESIDENT

TONY SNOW /5

MARY KATE GRANT 747/4;/

BRIEF REMARKS WITﬁ NATIONAL RE?AIL FEDERATION

million workers.

II.

Your remarks focus on the Admlnlstratloh s econ
package and will include a reaction to the fast trac
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will be inserted once the vote occurs.
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1991, you will dellver brief remarks
- before the leadership of the Natlonal Retall‘Federatlon at 11:00

The audience will number apgrox1mate1y 180,
representlng one million retail establlshmenﬁs employlng over 16
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BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL F#DERATION

ROOM 450 DROP-BY i
THURSDAY, MAY 23,%1991

1
i

f

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have *ou to the White

House. ((Acknowledgements)) ;
' |

The National Retail Federation has supported this

administration on a wide range of trade and ?conomic issues. I

wanted to meet with you and thank you. I aléo wanted to discuss

i

t
an issue of importance to every person in this room|-- as well as

to the 16 million workers you représent: ec$nomic growfh.

|

While there is some disagreement about ﬁhe length and depth_

of the recession, we must commit ourselves té policies that will
promote growth and prosperity into the next éentury. This
administration's economic growth package can%do just that. It

can set us on a path toward long-term, market-driven econonic
. : i

growth. %
" Our Administration's growfh package begins with control of

federal spending. Oour budget agreement last%year finally put the

Federal Govéfpment on a pay-és-you-go systemi And it cut the

growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion over the next five
. 1 .

|
years -- and thet extra cqgital means more iQVestment. 4 »
caps gve Wo c Thatee 10 o gou vead i Ainelt

|
We WA

To further nqrease private savings and,iinvestme t in the 2 T’W

economy, we've also proposed tax-free family!savings accounts, ¢7qudf
z

speved

)
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2
and penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time home
buyers.

Our financial services reform bill will help modernize our
financial system, ensure its future strength, and help alleviate
tight credit conditions.

We've proposed cutting the tax for long-term capital gains
to spur job-creating investment in our economy. That would cut
the tax code's bias in favor of debt; expand incentives to
invest; give a leg up to the small entrepreneur with the big

idea. It would keep-the . American Dream alive.

And we're/(/’e inq‘ﬁn research and development, whlch will
add fuel even grc_t:}léth in the future. 1 Ligwe £

America's retailers know better than most that government
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on working men
and women. That's why the Vice President's Council on
Competitiveness will continue to review government regulations to
ensure that regulatory benefits outweigh burdens by the widest
margin possible.

These proposals are only part of our action plan for a
strong and healthy economy. We're looking beyond our borders for
new opportunities in international markets. Over the past four
decades, and especially in recent years, trade has kept our
economy going strong. Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent
in the last four years -- more than twice the rate of import

growth. Export business accounts for an increasing share of our



]
«

|
|
3 I

economic growth. We've seen unparalled,growéh in world trade and

1

huge eéonomic_benefits for the United Statés;

Our trade strategy is simple: the United States will
{

| '
continue to lead the world toward a system of free trade and open

| |

markets -- because it means economic growth and jobsvfor all

Americans.

t

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON TIMING OF VOTE]

In the end, every vote counts/counted. |Your support in the

final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldn't have done it
without you. Keep up the good fight, Thanks once again.
God bless you.

FHE
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FAST TRACK INsErT: Fo MRE / m

|
In fact, we're expecting the final voteion fast

sometime this afternoon. Anyone who says this vote
{
is wrong. i
| |
We're down to the wire on this, and every vote
|

continued support in these final hours is cr?cial, a

do win without the help of concerned Americaﬁs like
i

i

the good fight. ?

Thanks once again. God bless you.

###
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP BY

SUBJECT: THURSDAY, MAY 23 1991
remr—
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT 0 u/ MCCLURE  M/¢ p/ O
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BRADY O M smth M a/ O
BROMLEY p/ O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD 0 M ROGERS a
DEMAREST (joud our ‘2( O SALR—. s
EITZWATER = ﬂ/ KRISTOL n 0 [ ,. s
GRAY ,7/ 0 ol p/ 0
HOLIDAY /¢ h/ O DELAND / o

REMARKS:

Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

— MASTER —

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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A:

NRF

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have jou to the White

House. ((Acknowledgements))

]
i
1
1

The Federation has been very supportiveiof this

Administration on trade and economic issues, land I w
1

with you and thank you. I also wanted to discuss an

. . . . |
importance to every person in this room -- as well a

other 16 million members -- economic growth.l

anted to meet

issue of

s to your

i
While there is some disagreement about tPe length and depth

|

|
i

of the recession, we must commit ourselves to polici
promote growth and prosperity into the next ckntury.
administration's economic grdwth package can ho just

can set us on a path toward long-term, market}driven

Our Administration's growth package begins with

growth.

es that will

This

that. It

| economic

control of

! .
federal spending. Our budget agreement last year finally put the

|

!
{
{

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system.| And it

growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion} That

|
capital will mean more investment and more jobs.
i

[
To increase private savings and investme?t in tk
ccounts,

-
i

we've also proposed tax-free family savings a

penélty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first+time hc

[
1
1
|
i
I

. cut the

extra

1e economy,
and

me buyers.




We.;'ra. \v\u: eshna ™ Nseaneh
70«4 Arvelopmént, whieh will
! ‘CEiﬁl Hre. eepnemice.
2 o€ Hee Q. And we'e,,
Our banking reform bill will bring pur out-méded financial _{:EZ%;ﬂ:d
o\

I3

service laws into the 21st égntury.A-We*ve-pﬁoposed cutting the
tax for long-term capital gains to spur job-éreating investment
in our economy. That would cut the tax codeﬁs bias for debt;

1 ' :

expand incentives to invest; give a leg up td the small
|

entrepreneur with the big idea. It would ke%p the American dream

alive. ‘5‘
l -b

: . | Mo
America's retailers know better than moit that government W,

L

v
1
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on working men \F QD;‘)A

k3
and women. That's why the Vice President's Council on A Y [_
will, eontinue o . |
Competitiveness +4 reviewi-ng—vl'f%w' governme'lnt atio o \'?orw>
r TS
ensure that «-+&s=-benefits to society outweigh'i burdens, -epesed

R

These proposals are only part of our actﬁon plan for a

strong and healthy economy. We're looking be&ond our borders for

~vers oppoftuathes v Dver the past by decades,ad especial
A international markets, RO ‘ s

+ S | - Ca
m"'Brcmeeausevwi“ T e’ceut yearsy ‘ g strong. L’Pﬂ’

7 trade has kept our ebonomy goin

Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent in Fhe last four years

! ‘

-- more than twice the rate of import growth.l Export business

< an 1nOuadingly mportast pant of U.), )
accounted™for viréua&éy—aéizeﬁ-eun economic growth Jast—yeasJiiébddcgén
é4—pn&eeaevJ"We've seen unparalled growth in|world trade and

huge economic benefits for the United States.]
our trade strategy is simple: the United|States |will

continue to lead the world toward a system of  free trade and open
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markets -- because it means economic growth %nd jobs for all

i

Americans. . i

. | :
[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON TIMING OF VOTE]

In the end, every vote counté/counted. iYour support in the
final days is/was crucial, and we can't/coulqn't have done it
without you. Keep up the good fight. Thank% once again.

God bless you. ' %
|

###
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: TONY SNOW ’7?5

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT Z%%i; '

SUBJECT: BRIEF REMARKS WITH NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, May 23, 1991, you will deliver brief remarks
before the leadership of the National Retail Federation at 11:00

a.m. in Room 450. The audience will number ' approxi

representing one million retail establishmeﬂts empl

million workers.
{
{

II. DISCUSSION i
Your remarks focus on the Administration's eco

package and will include a reaction to the fast tra
will be inserted once the vote occurs.

mately 180,
oying over 16

nomic growth
ck vote, which
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BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION

ROOM 450 DROP-BY
THURSDAY, MAY 23,
11:00 A.M.

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have

House. ((Acknowledgements))

The National Retail Federation has supﬁorted t

administration on a wide range of trade and

wanted to meet with you and thank you.

an issue of importance to every person in th

I al

1991

you to

econoni
SO0 want

1is room

to the 16 million workers you represent:

t
eqonomic

the White

his

c issues. I
ed to discuss
-- as well as

growth.

While there is some disagreement about!the length and depth

|

of the recession, we must commit ourselves to policies that will

promote growth and prosperity into the next:

administration's economic growth package can do jus

can set us on a path toward long-term, marké

growth.

Our Administration's growth package beg

federal spending.

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billio
years -- and that extra capital means more ihvestme

To further increase private savings and

Our budget agreement last

century,

t-drive

ins wit
year f

And

n
|

'
i

over

{

. This

It

n economic

h control of
inally put the
it cut the
the next five

nt.

investment in the

economy, we've also proposed tax-free family'savings accounts,




2 !

and penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time home

i
buyers. i

|
Oour financial services reform bill will

help modernize our

financial system, ensure its future strength, and help alleviate

tight credit conditions.

We've proposed cutting the tax for long-term capital gains

to spur job-creating investment in our economy. That would cut

the tax code's bias in favor of debt; expand

incentives to

invest; give a leg up to the small entreprengur with the big

!

idea. It would keep the American Dream alive.

And we're investing in research and development, which will

add fuel even greater growth in the future.

America's retailers know better than mo§t that government

| :
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burd?ns on working men

and women. That's why the Vice President's council on

Competitiveness will continue to review government regqulations to

ensure that regulatory benefits outweigh burdens by the widest

margin'possible. |

These proposals are only part of our acéion plan for a

strong and healthy economy. We're looking béyond our borders for

new opportunities in international markets.

1Over the past four

decades, and especially in recent years, traﬂe has kept our

economy going strong. Merchandise exports h?ve risen 73 percent

in the last four years -- more than twice thé rate of import

growth. Export business accounts for an incéeasing share of our




3
economic growth. We've seen unparalled growth in w
huge economic benefits for the United Stateé.

Our trade strategy is simple: the United State
continue to lead the world toward a system éf free.
markets -- because it means economic growthland job
Americans.

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON TIMIN

In the end, every vote counts/counted. ;Your s
final days is/was crucial, and we can't/coul@n't ha
without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanfs once

God bless you. ;

F## |

orld trade and
s w{il
trade and open

s for all

G OF VOTE]
upport in the
ve done it

again.
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!
i

NRF

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have ybu to the White

House. ((Acknowledgements))

The National Retail Federation has been very su

. . s . : A e s ]
this Administration on trade and:economic issues, an

pportive of

d I wanted to

meet with you and thank you. I also wanted tb discuss an issue

of importance to every person in this room ——;as wel
16 million workers you represent: economic g%owth.

While there is some disagreement about t%e leng
of the recession, we must commit ourseives toépolici
promote growth and prosperity into the next cgntury.
administration}s economic growth package can %o just
can set us on a path toward long-term, market}driven
growth. ) i

Our Administration's growthnbackage begihs with

federal spending. Our budget agreement last &ear fi

|

1 as to the

th and depth
es that will

This
that. It
economic

control of

nally put the

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system., And it cut the

growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion%over the next five

years -- and that extra capital means more investment.

i

To further increase private savings and investment’in the

i

‘ .
economy, we've also proposed tax-free family savings

e

accounts,

and penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for fﬁrst-time home

!
t
i
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buyers. Our financial services reform bill will help ensure the

strength of our nation's financial system and;help alleviate
tight credit conditions. We've proposed cuttﬁng the| tax for
long-term capital gains to spur job-creating gnvestmgnt in our
economy. That would cut the tdx code's bias in favor of debt;

expand incentives to invest; give a leg up to the small

entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the American Dream
i

alive.

America's retailers know better than most that éovernment

. . ! .
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdeps on working men

and women. That's why the Vice President's C6uncil on

Competitiveness is reviewing major new government regulation to

ensure that its benefits to society outweigh the burTens imposed
on business. The Council will review such mattérs as the new

i
Clean Air regulations to setting a roadmap foi appro%al of new

biotechnology products.

These proposals are only part of our act?on plan for a
strong and healthy economy. We're looking be§ond our borders for
internationai markets in which American busingsses c?n compete.
Because in recent years, trade has kept our economy éoing strong.
Mérchandise exports have risen 73 percent in #he last four years
-- more than twice the raté of import growth.: Export business
accounted for virtually all of our economic géowth last year --

84 percent. We've seen unparalled growth inéworld trade and

huge economic benefits for the United States. ‘
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our trade strategy is simpie: the Unitedfstates will

continue to lead the world toward a system ofifree trade and open
) !

markets -- because it means economic growth ahd jobs| for all
Americans.
[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING'ONETIMING OF VOTE]
In the enp, every vote qounts/counted. &our support in the

final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldh't have done it
|

without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanks| once again.
God bless you. ‘

i

¥ ##
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WHITE HOU E STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/ 16/ 2 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE By: NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP BY

SUBJECT: THURSDAY , MAY 23 1991
13 0o
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O M MCCLURE |/ a
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT \% O PORTER M O
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DEMAREST l){ 0 SHow 0
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GRAY ‘/ O BOSKIN e 0
HOLIDAY b/ O DELAND O
REMARKS:
Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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|

| |
It's a pleasure to have you

Good morning. to tl

House. ((Acknowledgements))

The Federation has been very supportive of this

QO

Administration on trade and economic issues, and I w

!

I also wanted to discuss an

with you and thank you.
importance to every person in this room -—- as well a

other 16 million members —- economic growth.

NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION

A: NRF

he White

anted to meet
issue of

s to your

While there is some disagreement about the length and depth

of the recession, we must commit ourselves to polici

promote growth and prosperity into the next century.
administration's economic growth package can bo just

§

can set us on a path toward long-term,‘marketLdriven
growth. - |

Our Admihistration's growth package begins with
federal spending. Our budget agreement last &ear fi
Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system. }

That

growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion.

. : }
capital will mean more investment and more jobs.
¢

es that will
This
that. It

| economic

control of

nally put the

And it cut the

extra

. . . . 1 . :
' To 1ncrease private savings and investment in the economy,

|
1

we've also proposed tax-free family savings accounts

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time h

, and

ome buyers.
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Our banking reform bill will bring our out-moded financial
service laws into the 21st century. We've proposed cutting the
tax for long-term capital gains to spur job-creating investment
in our economy. That would cut the tax code's bias for debt;
expand incentives to invest; give a leg up to the small
entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the American dream
alive.

America's retailers know better than most that government
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on working men

and women. That's why the Vice President's Council on

will contnveto S
COmpetitiveq;i? e reviewéng—.ii%é=éagovernment regulatlon%Fo

_)II', )1 o~ vd2g A ayngbw" p“( e,

ensure that Mbeneflts to society outwelgh the burdens 1mposed

on business. IhewcoWRCidwilildekeiitW..2uerything-fron-the..new

bietechnology—preducts.

These proposals are only part of our action plan for a
strong and healthy economy. We're looking beyond our borders for
international markets in which American businesses can compete.
'Becausélln recent years, trade has kept our economy going strong.
Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent in the last four years
== more than twice the rate of 1mport growth Export business

AN INCRBASINGLYN  1MPORT PRRT

accountéi for vrrtuai&yraii:g£=ear economic growth 4&!!2:9.5—-:
-84 pereent. . We've seen unparalled growth in world trade and
huge economic benefits for the United States.
Our trade strategy is simple: the United States will

continue to lead the world toward a system of free trade and open
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i
|
i

markets -- because it means economic growth and jobs
Americans. '
[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON| TIMING

In the end, every vote counts/counted. Your su

for all

OF VOTE]

pport in the

final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldn't have done it

without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanks! once again.

God bless you.

# ##
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e
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O p/ MCCLURE a/ O
SUNUNU O 0O PETERSMEYER 0 O
SCOWCROFT \g/ O PORTER \G/ O
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REMARKS:

Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.

RESPONSE: )6[6(’ W

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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ROOM 450 DROP-BY
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Good morning. It's a pleasure to have yéu to the White
House. ((Acknowledgements))

The Federation has been very supportive of this
Administration on trade and economic issues, and I wanted to meet

with you and thank you. I also wanted to discuss an| issue of

importance to every person in this room -- as well as to your
other 16 million members -- economic growth.

While there is some disagreement about the lenth and depth
of the recession, we must commit ourselves to. policies that will
promote growth and prosperity into the next céntury. This

administration's economic growth package can do just| that. It

can set us on a path toward long-term, market-driven| economic

growth.
Our Administration's growth package begihs with| control of
federal spending. Our budget agreement last year fipally put the
Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system.: And i% cut the
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion. That| extra
capital will mean more investment and more jobs.
To increase private savings and investmeht in the economny,

we've also proposed tax-free family savings accounts|, and

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time home buyers.
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Our banking reform bill will bring our out-moded financial
service laws into the 21st Gentury. We've proposed cutting the
tax for long-term capital gains to spur job-creating investment
in our economy. That would cut the tax code's bias for debt;
expand incentives to invest; give a leg up to the small
entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the American dream
alive.

America's retailers know better than most that government
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on working men
and women. That's why the Vice President's Council on
Competitiveness is reviewing all new government regulation to
ensure that its benefits to society outweigh the burdens imposed
on business. The council will review everything from the new
Clean Air regulations to setting a roadmap for approval of new
biotechnology products.

These proposals are only part of our action plan for a
strong and healthy economy. We're looking beyond our borders for
international markets in which American businesses can compete.
Because in recent years, trade has kept our economy going strong.
Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent in the last four years
-- more than twice the rate of import growth. Export business
accounted for virtually all of our economic growth last year --
84 percent. We've seen unparalled growth in world trade and
huge economic benefits for the United States.

Our trade strategy is simple: the United sStates will

continue to lead the world toward a system of free trade and open
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markets -- because it means economic growth and jobs for all
! |

Americans. , E

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON, TIMING,OF VOTE]

In the end, every vote counts/counted. Your support in the
‘ |
final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldn't have done it
1
without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanks once aéain.

God bless you.

###
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A%/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: National Retail Federation

We have reviewed the attached presidential remarks from a
policy standpoint and have noted several suggestions on the
draft.

Please let us know if you have any questions or if we may
help in any other way.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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DATE: 5/16/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON,| MONDAY, MAY 20
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: .NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM ‘450 DROP BY
SUBJECT: THURSDAY,MAY 23 _1190]
ACTION FYI i ACTION FYI
1
VICE PRESIDENT O p/ MCCLURE u/ O
SUNUNU 0O 0 ' PETERSMEYER 0O O
SCOWCROFT \;/ 0O PORTERI S =
| i .
DARMAN p( 0O ROGICH | p/ 0
BRADY O M SMITH | u/ O
|
BROMLEY p/ 0 UNTERMEYER O O
|
CARD 0 W( ROGERSI 0
DEMAREST | ‘2( O SNOwW f O
. |
- FITZWATER O ‘/ RRISTOL ‘/ 0
GRAY M 0O BOSKIN!- M 0
|
HOLIDAY lz/ 0O DELAND / O
| ] |
REMARKS: ‘1
Please provide comments on the attached hlrectly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a copby to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON,’ MONDAY MAY 20. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assis;ant to the President
- and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
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BRIEF REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION

ROOM 450 DROP-BY ,!
THURSDAY, MAY 23, 1991
11:00 A.M.

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have Ybu to tli

House. ((Acknowledgements))

I
The Federation has been very supportive bf this

|
Administration on trade and economic issues, and I w:

with you and thank you. I also wanted to disbuss an

he White

anted to meet

issue of

importance to every person in this room -- asiwell as to your

|
other 16 million members -- economic growth.

L

!
While there is some disagreement about the lengt

th and depth

of the recession, we must commit ourselves to| policies that will

|
promote growth and prosperity into the next century.

administration's economic growth package can'ao just
|

can set us on a path toward long-term, marketLdriven
|
|

growth. |

Our Administration's growth package begi#s with

This
that. It
| economic

control of

federal spending. Our budget agreement last &ear finally put the
Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system.! And it cut the

{
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion, That extra

L] 3 s L} I
capital will mean more investment and more jobs.

To increase private savings and investment in tt

we've also proposed tax-free family savings aécounts,

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time hc

t

1e econony,
and

me buyers.
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|

Oour banking reform bill will bring our out-moded financial

service laws into the 21st century. We've proposed cutting the
i
tax for long-term capital gains to spur job-creating| investment

in our economy. That would cut the tax code's bias for debt;
expand incentives to invest; give a leg up to| the small
entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the American dream
alive.
America's retailers know better than most that government

regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on working men

and women. That's why the Vice President's Council on

Competitiveness is reviewing new government regulation to
ensure that its benefits to society outwelgh-bhé%burdens imposed
-en—business. The council will review everythﬁng from the new
Clean Air regulations to setting a roadmap fo% approval of new

biotechnology products.

These proposals are only part of our action plan for a

strong and healthy economy. We're looking beyond our borders for
pew oWrrf-Vn ihes ia

* 1nternatlona1 markets. 1ﬁ—wh&eh—Amerteaﬁ—buSinesses—can—eempete79“
W’MP*‘)“ m Ve Jecm; amd cspcqadlu‘ Vvn tecent NertS o |

7£mmause—&a—recent—years trade has kept our economy ?oing étrong.

Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent in the last four years

-- more than twice the rate of import growth.| Export business
accounted for virtually all of our economic growth last year --
84 percent. We've seen unparalled growth in world trade and

huge economic benefits for the United States.

Our trade strategy is simple: the United| States will

continue to lead-the world toward a system of free trade and open
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markets -- because it means economic growth aﬁd jobs for al

Americans. ' '

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ONiTIMING OF VOTE]
In the end, every vote counts/counted. your support in the

final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldh't have done it

without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanks once again.

God bless you.

###
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DATE: 5/16/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE B

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

y: NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20

NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP BY

SUBJECT: THURSDAY  MAY 23 190]
2000 M
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O p/ MCCLURE M O
SUNUNU 0 O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT \;/ O PORTER \g/ O
DARMAN p( O ROGICH % O
BRADY O p/ SMITH a/ 0
BROMLEY . SSlSSEe O UNTERMEYER O 0
CARD o M ROGERS 0 ‘?/
DEMAREST ‘;( 0 SNow | O V,
FITZWATER 0 ‘Q/ e ‘/ O
HOLIDAY J O DL / O
REMARKS:
Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

See achoQ[/l/OVL 2 b

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Good morning. It's a pleasure to have yPu to the White
House. ((Acknowledgements)) |
The Federation has been very supportive:of this
Administratién on trade and economic issues,éand I wanted to meet
with you and thank you. I also wanted to di%cuss an issue of
|

i
importance to every person in this room -- as well as to your
. |

other 16 million members -- economic growth. |

While there is some disagreement about éhe length and depth
of the recession, we must commit ourselves té policies that will
promote growth and prosperity into the next ¢ehtury. This

administration's economic growth package can!/do just that. It

can set us on a path toward long-term, market-driven economic
|
]
Our Administration's growth package begins with control of
federal spending. Our budget agreement last;year finally put the

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system. And it cut the
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billiop. That extra
capital will mean more investment and more- jobs.

To increase private savings and investment in the economy,

|
we've also proposed tax-free family savings accounts, and
. |

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for fifSt-time home buyers.
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Our banking reform bill will bring our out-moded financial c arouth £
9/” ) L/ o

e e ivestiaq, (N v esearch a/r'ld.: dec c,f€7)/n(f/\'f‘, NA’_C};_ZL/,_&[%_@%@Q\C ‘&f’l{'m" i
service laws’into the 21ist centurYTx/FETVE'proposed cuttlng‘the\¥ﬁW7fJf’C
. And

tax for long-term capital gains to spur job-creating investment
in our economy. That would cut the tax code's bias for debt;
expand incentives to invest; give a leg up to the small
entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the American dream
alive.

America's retailers know better than most that government
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on working men
and women. That's why the Vice President's Council on
Competitiveness is reviewing all new government regulation to
ensure that its benefits to society outweigh the burdens imposed
on business. The council will review everything from the new
Clean Air regqgulations to setting a roadmap for appréval of new
biotechnology products.

These proposals are only part of our action plan for a
strong and healthy economy. We're looking beyond our borders for
international markets in which American businesses can compete.
Because in recent years, trade has kept our economy going strong.
Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent in the last four years
-- more than twice the rate of import growth. Export business
accounted for virtually all of our economic growth last year --
84 percent. We've seen unparalled growth in world trade and
huge economic benefits for the United States.

Oour trade strategy is simple: the United States will

continue to lead the world toward a system of free trade and open
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markets -- because it means economic growth and jobs| for a

Americans.
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[FAST TRACK INSERT TO.COME, DEPENDING ON TIMING| OF VOTE]

In the end, every vote counts/counted.

Your support in the

final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldn't have done it

without you. Keep up the good fight. Thank% once again.

God bless you.

# ##
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Doc¢umeht No. 23892558
WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
DATE: i e ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE By: NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP BY

SUBJECT: THURSDAY - MAY 23 199]
e oS eNe R 7
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI l
VICE PRESIDENT 0 M MCCLURE p/ O
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT \{ O PORTER g/ O
DARMAN { O ROGICH / O
BRADY O M SMITH a/ O
BROMLEY p/ O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD 0 w/ ROGERS 0
* DEMAREST ﬂ( O SHOW O
FITZWATER 0 ‘{ AR l?/ O
HOLIDAY oo — / O
REMARKS:
Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

NO COMMENTS. THANKi .

’Q%r

HOLLY WILLIAMSON
5-20-9]
PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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DATE: 5/16/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAIL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP BY
SUBJECT: THURSDAY - MAY 23 1991
I I ‘!" n'l.
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O UZ/ MCCLURE a/ O
SUNUNU o O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT \/ 0O PORTER ‘g/ O
DARMAN { O O
BRADY O W/ g/ a
BROMLEY V/ O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD 0 ‘2( ROGERS -
DEMAREST u{ 0 SNOW | 0
FITZZWATER 0 ,g/ ERLETOL w/ O
GRAY d?/ - BOSKIN l/ -
HOLIDAY h/ 0 DELAND / O
REMARKS:

Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Good morning. It's a pleasufe to have ybu to the White

House. ((Acknowledgements)) _:

The Federation has been very supportive;of this

Administration on trade and economic issues, 'and I wanted to meet

i

with you and thank you. I also wanted to di%cuss an

issue of

. . . |
importance to every person in this room -- as well as to your

. I
other 16 million members ~- economic growth. !

While there is some disagreement about the length and depth

of the recession, we must commit ourselves to policies that will

promote growth and prosperity into the next eentury.

administration's economic growth package canido just

can set us on a path toward long-term, markeé-driven

growth. |
i
Our Administration's growth package begins with

|
I

federal spending. Our budget agreement last

This

that. It

1_economic

control of

year finally put the

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system. And it cut the

growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billioﬁ. That

capital will mean more investment and more jobs.
g

extra

To increase private savings and investment in the economy,

4

we've also proposed tax-free family savings accounts, and

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for firsi—time home buyers.

f
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in our economy. That would cut the tax codeﬂ? bias
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markets -- because it means economic growth ahd jobs | for a

Americans.

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON TIMING| OF VOTE]

In the end, every vote counts/counted. '%our support in the
final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldh't have done it
without‘you. Keep up the good fight. Thanké once again.

God bless you.

## A |




238925S8S

207

Doc¢ument No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORAN

DATE: 5/16/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
ROOM 450 DROP BY
SUBJECT: THURSDAY — MAY 23 199]
II ‘!‘!a‘l
ACTION FY!I ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O p/ MCCLURE p/ O
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCRQEL e 0 PORTER \E/ 0
DARMAN g{ O ROGICH p/ O
BRADY O p/ SMITH u/ O
BROMLEY { O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD 0 W/ ROGERS o
DEMAREST ‘2( O RO O
FITZWATER 0 a/ KRISTOL uz/ O
P "/ N BOSKIN M N
HOLIDAY Iz/ 0 e / O
REMARKS:
Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930, with a cooy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, MONDAY, MAY 20. Thank you.
RESPONSE: dasr 2y EEB0
To: Tony Snow

The NSC concurs with the attached statement.

ccC:

2 PHILLIP D. BRADY
ﬂ(‘\/ Assistant to the President

Brent Scowcroft and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

Phillip D. Brady
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Good morning. It's a pleasure to have ybu to tl
|

House. ((Acknowledgements))

The Federation has been very supportive 'of this
|

Draft'two / A:

NRF

he White

Administration on trade and economic issues, ;and I wanted to meet

with you and thank.you. I also wanted to diécuss an

importance to every person in this room -- as well a
i
other 16 million members -- economic growth. .

While there is some disagreement about the leng

of the recession, we must commit ourselves to polici

promote growth and prosperity into the next éentury.
|

issue of

s to your

th and depth
es that will
This

that. It

can set us on a path toward long-term, market-driven economic

growth.

Our Administration's growth package begins with control of

federal spending.
|

Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go system% And

our budget agreement last'year fmhally put the
it cut the

growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion. That extra

: !
capital will mean more investment and more jobs.
: !

To increase private savings and investment in the economy,

we've also proposed tax-free family savings accounts, and

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time home buyers.

'
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Our banking reform bill will bring our out-moded financial
l

service laws- into the 21st century. We've prpposed cutting the

tax for long-term capital gains to spur job-c#eating investment

|
in our economy. That would cut the tax code's bias for debt;

expand incentives to invest; give a leg up toj the small

entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the American dream
B | .
!
alive.

America's retailers know better than most that government

4

regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burd%ns bn working men
‘and women. That's why the Vice President's éouncil on
Competitiveness is reviewing all new governm%nt regulation to
ensure that its benefits to society outweigh;the burdens imposed
on business. The council will review everytﬂing from the new
Clean Air regqulations to setting a roadmap fér approval of new
biotechnology products. ;
These proposals are only part of our ac%ion plan for a

strong and healthy economy. We're lookihg b?yond<our‘borders for

. . ' . . . . :
international markets in which American businesses can compete.

Because in recent years, trade has kept our économy going strong.

Merchandise exports have risen 73 pércent in' the last four years

-- more than twice the rate of import growthL Export business

accounted for virtually all of our economic growth last year --

o '
84 percent. We've seen unparalled growth in world|trade and

huge economic benefits for the United States%
Our trade strategy is simple: the Uniteh States will

continue to lead the world toward a system of free trade and open

i




markets -- because it means economic growth and jobs
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Americans.

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON TIMING
In the end, every vote counts/counted. Your su
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3

## #

Thanks once a

for all

OF VOTE]
pport in the
e done it

gain.




Y .

A

< g

Grant/Cawley
May 16, 1991
Draft four /

BRIEF REMARKS:
ROOM
THURSDAY,
11:00 A.M.

450 DROP-BY

MAY 23, 1991

Good morning. It's a pleasure to have you to t
House. It's good to see Bill Howell [Chairman of th

and Tracy Mullin [President of Government and Public

NRF] -- and Jack Schultz down there [in front row; P

Retail Services, NRF]. Good to see you, Boyden.
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decades, and especially in recent years, tradé has k

economy going strong. Merchandise exports have rise

in the last four years -- more than twice the:rate o

growth. Export business accounts for an increasing

economic growth.
and huge economic benefits for the United Staﬁes.
Our trade strategy is simple: the Unite£ States
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markets -- because it means economic growth Qnd jobs
Americans. I
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As you know, we've asked Congress to exténd the| fast-track

trade procedures that hold the key to good-faith relations
between the Administration and Congress in tr?de matters -- and
between our negotiators and their counterpart; in trLde
negotiations. |

We're expecﬁing a final vote on fast tré?k sometime this
afternoon, but anyone who says this vote is ih the bag is wrong.
We're down to the wire, and every vote.counts; We need your
support in these final hours; we can't win wi@hout the help of
concerned Americans like you. I

Keep up the good fight. Thanks once agéin.

God bless you. i

# ##
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Good morning. It's a pleasure to haveéyou to [the White
House. ((Acknowledgements)) !
The Federation has been very supportive of this
Administration on trade and economic issues; and I |[wanted to meet
with you and thank you. I also wanted to discuss an issue of
importance to every person in this room -- as well |as to your
other 16 million members —- economic growth;
While there is some disagreement aboutéthe length and depth
of the recession, we must commit ourselves éo policies that will

i
promote growth and prosperity into the next century. This

administration's economic growfh package caﬁ do just that. It
can set us on a path toward long-term, mark;t-driven economic
growth. |
Our Administration's growth package beéins with control of
federal spending. Our budget agreement lasé year finally put the
Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go syste%. And|it cut the
growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billi?n. That extra
capital will mean more investment and more ﬁobs.
To increase private savings and investment in|the economy,
we've also proposed tax-free family savingsiaccounts, and

penalty-free withdrawals from IRA's for first-time|home buyers.
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Our banking reform bill will bring our out-moded fi
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expand incentives to invest; give a leg up ﬁo the s
entrepreneur with the big idea. It would keep the
alive. ;

America's retailers know better than most that
regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens on
and women. That's why the Vice President's Council
Competitiveness is reviewing all new government reg
ensure that its benefits to society outweig@ the bu
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-- more than twice the rate of import growth. Expo
accounted for virtually all of our economic érowth
84 percent. We've seen unparalled growth iﬁ world
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i
markets -- because it means economic growthiand jobs for al

!
|

Americans.

[FAST TRACK INSERT TO COME, DEPENDING ON TIMING OF VOTE]
i

In the end, every vote counts/counted.| Your support in the
final days is/was crucial, and we can't/couldn't have done it
without you. Keep up the good fight. Thanks once|again.

@
God bless you. |
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT!
TO NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION

_ Room 450 |
0ld Executive Office Buildipg

11:00 A.M. EDT ;

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Thank you very much.
Please be seated. It's great to have you all here at the White
House. It's good to see Bill Howell behind me here, and Tracy
Mullin. And, of course, Boyden Gray you heard from -~/ one of our top
people in the White House; my friend of long-standing,| our General
Counsel who follows the issues that I'm sure you're interested in
very, very closely. I'm pleased to see Jack -- Jack Schultz here --
and delighted to be with you. !

The Federation, your Federation, has supported our
administration, as I think you all know, on a wide range of topics.
And I wanted at the outset of these remarks just to express my
appreciation for that and obviously ask, while I have this much
horsepower here, for your continued support. But let me just talk
about an issue today that is of importance to every person in this
room; I'd say, transcending importance. And the subjegt is economic
growth. It affects everybody in the country, including and
especially perhaps the 16 million workers that you represent.

While there's some disagreement about the length and the
depth of the recession, we've got to commit ourselves to policies
that are going to promote growth and opportunity that will carry us
right into the next century.

Incidentally, on the recession, I'm?feeling more
confident about the fact that we're -- if not have bottomed out, are
bottoming out. And I think there's an awful lot of ecénomic
forecasters that would agree with what I've just said.

Our growth package can do this. It%can guarantee
prosperity into the future and it can put us on'a long-term path to

market-driven economic growth. ]
|

Our growth package begins -- you might say, began -- with
trying to control federal spending. Our budget#agreemént last year,
over which I took a great deal of flack for understandable reasons,
finally put the federal government on a pay-as-you-go basis and it
cut the growth of federal debt by nearly $500 billion over the next
five years -- and that extra capital -- that extra capital, not being
money spent by the government, means more investment, it means more
purchasing power. » ;

The budget caps, I can tell you, are workigg.“ There's
now some real, meaningful discipline-in~theiCongreSS‘against the
temptation to spend, spend, and spend. There'sstill an inclination
on the part of some to do that, but you don't see as many spending
bills coming down the pike at us as you would have without the
spending caps that are effectively put on by the budget agreement.

To increase the private savings and3investment, we've
also proposed -- and we're going to fight for them -- tax-free family
savings accounts and penalty-free withdrawals from these IRAs for
first-time home buyers. 5 :

Our Financial Services Reform bill +=- and I'm strongly
committed to that and I hope you'll help us wor# this through the
Congress =-- will help modernize our financial system, change around

MORE
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the overlays of regulation, ensure the future strength of the
financial system, and help finally to alleviate the tight credit
conditions.

We proposed cutting the tax on long~term capital gains.
And I'm absolutely convinced that that would spur job-creating
investment in our economy. It would cut the Tax Code's bias in favor
of debt; it would expand incentives to invest and give a leg up to
those that perhaps need it the most, but that generate the most jobs,
and I'm talking about small businesses, the small entrepreneur. And
it would keep the American Dream alive -=- a guy could start something
and see it succeed -- it would facilitate that.

We're investing in R&D -- up $8.4 billion to $76 billion.
That's inclusive. That includes all research and development.
That's still, even in Washington, a lot of money == $76 billion, the
highest level ever -- which will fuel even greater growth in the
future. ‘ :

You, the retailers, America's retailers, know better than
most that goverment regulation shouldn't impose unnecessary burdens.
We have a regulatory responsibility, but we .must guard against
unnecessary regulatory burdens on the working men and women. That's
why the Vice President's Council on Competitiveness -- and he's doing
a superb job in this -- will continue to review these regqulations
that massively come down the pike at us to ensure that regulatory
benefits outweigh burdens by the widest margin possible.

And to the degree we were able over the past 10 years to
cut back on regulatory excess, I would give great credit to Boyden
Gray, who's sitting here with me. He took the lead on that when I
chaired that Regulatory Relief Council for then President Reagan.

These proposals that I've just clicked off are only part
of our action plan for a strong and healthy economy. We're looking
beyond our borders for new opportunities in international markets.
Over the past four decades, and especially in recent years, trade has
kept our economy going strong. If there's any group in the country
that understands that -- anyone -- I think it would be your group.

Merchandise exports have risen 73 percent in the last
four years -- more than twice the rate of import growth. Export
business accounts for an increasing share of our economic growth.
We've seen unparalleled growth in world trade and huge economic
benefits for the United States.

Our trade strategy is not all that complicated; it's ,
simple: The United States will continue to lead the world toward a
system of free trade and open markets. Because it means economic
growth; it means jobs for all Americans. And as the competition
sorts out, it means that the American taxpayer or the American
consumer has a better shot at paying less for goods.

As you know, we've asked Congress to extend the fast
track procedures. These hold the key to good-faith relations between
the administration and Congress in trade matters -- and between our
negotiators and their counterparts in these trade negotiations.

We're expecting a final vote on fast track probably this

~afterneen7=but~anyonevwhoatakesﬁitffer—qrantedwthatwthe;vote<ismin~»;m~~

the bag is wrong. We're going right down to the wire and every vote
counts. And so, when you sally forth from here, head directly to
Capitol Hill =-- (laughter) -- and gracefully lean on those who have
not shown the wisdom on this matter that you've shown. We need your
support, really, seriously, in these final hours and we can't win
without the help of concerned Americans. '

We've got to win this -- for a lot of reasons. For the
domestic consumer, for our robust growth in trade. And we also need
it for strong foreign policy reasons. I don't have -- you don't have
the time to hear me on how enthusiastic I am about the changes taking
place in Mexico, what that means for democracy, what fast track for
Mexico means for the countries south of our border. VYesterday =-- or
the day before yesterday it was Lacalle of Uruguay. Two weeks ago it
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was Carlos Andres Perez and Michael Manley -- Perez of
Manley heading the CARICOM from Jamaica. Everyone of
look; I don't benefit directly, but you must pass fast
negotiating authority. I can't tell you what a bad si
send to your friends and -allies in fledgling democraci
your border if you don't pass it. !

i
1

So, in addition to what it will do for the
economy and American consumer, I am convinced that it ]
a broad-based foreign policy ramifications. %
i .

‘ The last thing I want to do is to stress ti
growth, equal economic growth -~ fair economic growth
- opportunity go hand in hand. I want to just clear the
it's not directly -- come under the heading of the Ret:
but I want to sign a civil rights bill this year. And
good, strong proposal that would battle discrimination
workplace up to the Congress.
when I read the newspapers.

that they want me to digest.

l
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Unfortunately, the bill that I sent
hostage while Congress pushes a bill that is al
- one that I felt that I had to veto last year.
announcement of a Democratic compromise.
-- no bill, no exact language.
some of this is highly technical
proposing are strictly cosmetic. |
|

I do not want to veto
rights" on it.
rights.
understanding and a good record on civil rights, But I
to sign a bill that will foster quotas, directly or ind
can put language in as it did in the last year Saying t
quota bill, and then you have provisions in the%e that
forced employers to accept quotas or undertake highly e
damaging legal costs in defending a position. @

!
If the Congress is really serious -- and I

it's the Congress as much as some of the groupsgoutside
they are really serious and they want to take a}step --
big a step as they'd like to see, but if they want to t

Venezuela and

them saying,

track

gnal it would
es south of

American

has serious and

hat equal
-~ and equal

record here --

1il Federation,

I have sent a
in the

And I don't hear; any di§cussion of it
It's always about somebody else's bill

‘up is being held

most identical to the

on Tuesday, we had an

But it was an announcement

As far as our experts can tell =-- and
-- the changes|that they're

another bill with the name "civil
I think our administration has a good record on civil
I take pride in the fact that I personally have had

am not going
lirectly. You
his is not a
would have
xpensive and

don't think
-- but if
maybe not as

ake a step

against job discrimination in the work
correct some of the decisions that man
corrected from .the Supreme Court, then
bill. 1It's a good bill. It's a fair bill.
small employer into a state of frenz
legislative action against him.

place, a step that indeed does
y of us feel shoqld be
I would ask that they pass

my

And it do%sn't drive the
Y because of fearing mindless

Then if we can do this, we can move |forward in a

constructive and bipartisan fashion to address the other elements

my program for expanding choice and opportunityﬁ

So these were the subjects I wanted
I want to end, though, where I began.
this job, the more I am convinced that
it's the people,
things happen. I am not jaundiced about government.
optimistic. And I belie
have the support of peop
the time to take your me
our message, up to Capitol Hill.
thank not only your leaders,
And I'm very grateful.

You know,,
it is the.

Today it's fast track
and tomorrow I'll be knockin
else again.
for that.

g on your door for s
But we have worked together,
Thank you very much. -

ppport
and I'm very,
(Applause.)
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; yesterday itiwas som

of

{to-take up with you.
the longer I am in
outsiie forces --

and you represent them =-- the people t
I
ve that we can make gooivthings
le like yourselves who are will
ssage, which in this inqtance h
So I really wanted to
but all of you for ‘what yo

hat can make
'm still N
-happen if we
ing to take
appens to be.
come over and
u're doing.

ething else;
on something
very grateful
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