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| MAY 21 alg: 19
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VISIT TO THE SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991
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Assistant to the President
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON '

9] MA¥ 21 ,
May 20, 1991 m; 20 P 7 25

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT i

THROUGH: TONY SNOW 735

FROM: ~ MARY RATE GRANT /7% ,
/7 ‘ '

SUBJECT: VISIT TO THE SATURN SCHOOL OF ITOMORROW

8T. PAUL, MINNESOTA |

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your review are draft remarks to be delivered
on Wednesday, May 22 at 1:45 p.m. outside the St. Paul Public
Library. You will address a crowd of approximately 1000, mostly
students, teachers, local education leaders, |and elected
officials. Afterwards, you will sign the transm1ttal letter for
the America 2000 legislation.

I

IT. DISCUSSION |
| d
Your remarks (11 minutes/speechcards) focus on the America
2000 strategy, particularly on its proposals! for relnventlng New
American Schools. Immediately before the speech, you will tour
the Saturn School of Tomorrow, a science magnet school.
Minnesota has been a national leader in public school choice.



© Grant/Cawley
May (20, 1991
A:SATURN /'Draft three

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF roxonnow
8T. PAUL, MN |
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991
1:45 P.M. |

|

i

|

Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that warm welcome.
|

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander: commuqity leaders,

A
‘teachers, and my fellow students. ((possible compuper joke.))

I've come here today, along with_Secre;ary Aléxander, to

I
discuss a vital subject: American leadershig. For if we want
. | 1

, |
America to remain a force for good in the world ..+ the home of

I

free markets and free people ... the land og ggggg;ggx.and
|
opportunity ... we must lead the way in eduéationa; innovation.

our strategy for achieving this leadership %s call?d “America
2000." | ' |

'With America 2000, we challenge all the methods and means of
|
the past. Here in Minnesota -- from St. Paul and Minneapolis to

Cyrus and Miltona -- you are sailing the country iéto the future.
| |

i

Like you, other schools, businesses and communltles all

!

across Ametica are all creatlng the New Genératlonfof American

You are creating public school choice.

Schools -- North Carolina's Project Genesis{ Ted Sizer's
|

‘ - [} [] { !
Coalition of Essential Schools, Washlngton_Ftate'sgSchools for
the 21st Century. ' ?' i
{ ;
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the great thing in
- i

this world is not so much where we stand, as in whét direction we
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are moving: To reach the port of heaven, we

with the wind and sometimes against it -- but we

not drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply sﬁanding

We've shoved off and set sail.
'will be very unusual.

started changing the American school. They

|
From now onﬁ

i
i
|
|
|
I

must sail sometimes

l
mﬁst sail, and
|

at anchor.
i
business-as-usual

In cities across this natio%, people have

know tdat there have

been enough studies and commissions and blue-ribboA panels.

It's time we got down to the business c

schools for a new world. We took the first

} 4 inveﬁtinq new

step when, with the

Nation's Governors, we established the six National Education

Goals and set the clock ticking for the end
the end of the status quo.
Those goals are: first, to ensure that

school ready to learn; second, to raise the

of this decade -- and

t
|

.
every child starts

|
high s¢hool

graduation rate to 90 percent without lowering sta?dards, third,

to ensure that every American student leavil

12th grades can demonstrate competence in £

ng the ?th, 8th and

, |
ive core subjects;

fourth, to make our students first in the w
|

orld in math and

science; fifth, to ensure that every American adult is literate

and has thi#skills necessary to compete in

and sixth, to free every'Americah school fer

|
i

so that learning can take place.

the gloPal economy ;

drugs and violence

our challenge now is one of reinventing the ciassroom -1

l
call it creating "New American Schools" -- for the‘year 2000 and

beyond.

|
|
]
i
i
i

I
It's just one part of our America 2000 strategy to meet
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i
i
|
|
|

those six lofty goals. No one says it will be easy. But it's a

battle for our future that we must -- and will -- wﬁn.

|

For today's students, we're designing better Pnd more

, ! .
accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we're creating a

new generation of schools ... for the rest af us --‘today's
’ |

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we'ré transforming America
into a nation of students, lifelong learnerﬁ who c&ntinue to grow
and explore every day. And finally, all acfoss th;s nation,

parents, teachers and neighbors are getting-togethér in

communities where learning can happen.
We're talking about breaking the mold l- builéing for the
Next American Century. Reinventing -- litefally séarting from
the bottom up to build new schools -- not w%th briéks and mortar
but with questions, ideas, and determination. We'éé looking at
_every possible way to make schools better while still keeping our
eyes on results.

That's why I've come here to Minnesota. Just;down the river

from this bluff, stood St. Paul's first schpol - é crowded one-
room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to or&er nearly 150
years ago. Back then, Minﬁesota was a desolate_wiiderness,
.althougﬂijéttlers soon’transfofmed.it into a teemi#g center of
growth and enterprise. Here, along the baan'of t$is great
river, rail lines and grain mills and hard-workingipioneers'
forged the center of the agricultural empiff calle& the Great

Plains;' W




4 |
These days, Minnesota remains a land of opportunity for

many: small business start-ups.generate most jobs in the Twin

Cities, and big business ranges from agricuiture to medicine to

transportation. Minnesota remains a pioneer, leading the nation

in educational choice. You have guaranteed that evkry family in
the state can choose which public school their chilhren will
attend. Minnesotans know that education means opportunity.

Many people, in fact, Al Shanker of the American Fe?eration of

Teachers -- he was here last week, and I spoke to qﬁm the other
|
{
| o
I just came from the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here

day =-- helped promote these great reforms.

in downtown St. Paul. Frankly, I was a bit'surpriied by the
place ... so much technology, such young kids == b&; then at my
age, they all look young. ((In fact, someoge aske% me if I
wanted to see a high-tech machine used for !nyperCQrd"'-- I asked
if that was something for my fibrillating heart.));

Let me share with you the basic idea behind tﬁe Saturn

School -- one that ééuld only have become r?ality Qecause of the

bipartisan support it received. Saturn is % city-ﬁide magnet

] |
school, with over 200 middle-school students coming from all over
. . |

the distrist, Each morning, they arrive at|the olﬁ YWCA building
|

ready to learn on state-of-the-art technologies: cémputers that

teach reading and math; videodisc systems t?at acc%ss libraries

and encyclopedias; off-site classrooms in s%ience énd art museums

that give kids hands-on learning. The curriculum includes core
|

. ’ !
subjects, yet is designed to respond to a changing world -- one

i
!
|
|
i
1
|




5 ! |

of global communications, computer programm%ng, chémistry,
. |

personal wellness and community volunteeriné. i

Let me tell you a true story that happéned.whén the founder
of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by‘the Saéurn School to
see the fourth and fifth graders at work. ée notiéed that one
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor #o a mo&el car he had
built. A fourth grader nearby was on the camputer%connected to
the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what wﬁé goini on.

"I'm writing the computer program to make the car start and

stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris|asked %im how that
worked, and the boy explained the first few steps ﬁnd stopped.
So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Dat&, noﬁ -- asked him
to keep going, so he could get a few more détails.L_“Gosh," said
the fourth grader to his partner, "What's the mattéf with this
guy? He doesn't seeﬁ to understand anythin? about?computers!"
While I've only had two computer 1essoﬁs, it éoesn't take .
the head of Control Data to see that Saturd doesn'¢ look like a
reqular school -- no old-fashioned desks, but kidsion the floor,
pl#ying with "mice" -- learned that term in|my combuter class.
It doesn't sound like a regular school -- in fact, its motto is

- |
"High Techi - High Teach. High Touch." And that's(because it

isn't a regular school -- it's exploring new front%ers in
a
American education. - ! ’
. | o
Yet the school's director is realistic. He says: "We see it

as a work in progress. We have as many que?tions as we have
. i ;
!
| |
|
| N
O
|
|

!
|
|

1
'
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answers. We don;t hold it up as a solution; it's nbt something
that can be cloned." | i
_ Like any new idea, we don't know what tomorro@ holds for the:
Saturn School. And there may be aspects’of its approach that

generate controversy. But when we say "break the iold,“ we've

got to give communities the power to experiment, tﬂink anew, be
daring. Saturn may fail, but it may also secceed.

I like what works. I'm confident about the prospect of New

American Schools in communities all across #his country. The New
Generation of Schools is but one part of our America 2000

strategy. With more accountability and cho%ce in our schools,

with a national commitment to lifelong lear#ihg, with the active
engagement of our business community in theibusineee of

education, we will embark on a new voyage i? the Aﬁerican
|

experience. . 1
It will take time. We can begin todaylby pulllng up the

anchor and hoisting the sails. We've set orr 51ghts on new

horizons -- ones of opportunity, freedom and Ameriean leadership.

Again, thank you so much for having me!here teday. I wish

you the best in your work. God bless each and every one of you.

[It'S»ny pleasure to sign a message transmltt%ng the

legislative portion of our America 2000 str%tegy t? the
| |
| |

. Congress.)

# ¥
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

é‘,\
4

April 8, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW :
DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING i

FROM: C. BOYDEN GRA@? e [
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: The American Business
Conference !

T
|

The speech looks very good. I recommend one addition on p. 10:

at the end of the second sentence, ("has outlined a reform

strategy that involves common sense") add the phrase "and is
critical to promoting equal opportunity for |all Americans."

3
i

cc: Phil Brady
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/20/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/20/91 4:00 o.m.

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 M MCCLURE N/¢, , ¥ O
SUNUNU a O PETERSM ’3‘2‘&‘“ o M{‘é'f ) 0
SCOWCROFT / 0 PORTER / O
DARMAN / 0 ROGICH /. [/ O
BRADY 0 ( SMITH b/ O
BROMLEY a O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD 0O { ROGERS 0O
DEMAREST / 0O SNOW
FITZWATER 0 /
aray' " Wfles v o o o
HOLIDAY / O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 4:00 p.m., TODAY, MONDAY MAY 20, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Grant/Cawley
May 20, 1991

g| MAY 20 AHI0: 18 A:SATURN / Draft two

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW

S8T. PAUL, zom}
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991

1:45 P.M.

Good afternoon. Thank you very much fér that warm welcome.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander:((otherfCabinet?));
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of éongress; Mayor
((name)); community leaders, teachers, and qy fellow students.
((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secreﬁary Algxander, to
discuﬁs with you a vital subject: American feadersﬂip. For if we
want America to remain a force for good in the worlh ... the home
of free markets and free people ... the lané of de@bcracy and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in edudationaf innovation.
Our strategy to do it is called "America 20#0."

With it, we challenge all the methods qnd mea&s of the past.

Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.
|

Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the greatithing in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we are
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we mus# sail sometimes with
the wind and sometimes against it -- but wefmust s%il, and not
drift, nor lie at anchor.™"

'With America 2000, we are not simply séandingiat anchor.
We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, businéss-as-usual

will be very unusual. In cities across this natioﬁ, people have



2 .
started changing the American school. They.%now th%t there have
been enough studies and commissions and blue}ribbonipanels. The
‘time for talk is long gone. | i '

It's time we got down to the business oF new schools for a

. l
new world. We took the first step when, witb the Nation's

Governors, we established the six National Ebucatioh Goals and

|

set the clock ticking for the end of this déFade --iand the end
|

of the status quo. .

Those goals are: first, to ensure thatfevery child starts
; |
school ready to learn; second, to raise the high ‘'school

|

graduation rate to 90 percent; third, ensure that ebery American
student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades can deFonstrate

!
competetance in five core subjects; fourth,imakeAOui students

|

first in the world in math and science; fifﬂh, ensure that every

American adult is literate and has the skills neces?ary to

|
compete in the global economy; and sixth, fﬁee every American

| |

school from drugs and violence so that 1ear1ing can!take place.

Our challenge now is one of reinventing the clhssroom - I
call it creating "New American Schools" -- for the year 2000 and
bgyond. It's just one part of our America JOOO strgtegy to meet
those six lofty goals. No one says it will be easy. But it's a
battle for our future that we must -- and will -- win.

For today's students, we're designing better and more

accountable schools ... for tomorrow's stud%nts, we're creating a

O '
new generation of schools ... for the rest of us -- today's
! |
workforce, and yesterday's students -- we'r% transforming America
~ : -
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|
|
l
I
|
I
|
i

into a nation of students, lifelong learners who cohtinue to grow

and explore every day. And finally, all acéoss thi% nation,

parents, teachers and neighbors getting tog%ther id communities
where learning can happen. : é
We're talking about breaking the mold %- buil%ing for the

Next American Century. Reinventing -- 1iteﬁally stfrting from

. |
the bottom up and build new schools -- not ﬁith bricks and mortar

| i
but with questions asked, and ideas proposed, and chances taken.

We're looking at every possible way to make!schoolé better.

That's why I've come here to Mlnnesotaw Just'down the river
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first scﬁool --!a crowded one-
‘room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first calleé to or&er nearly 150
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a deso#ste wil?erness soon
transforhed into a sprawling economy, built;on raiq.lines and

| |
grain mills, the center of the agriculturallempireicalled_the

Midwest.
|
These days, Minnesota still is the land of opp

many: small business startups generate most ]ObS 1n the Twin

ortunity for

Cities, from agriculture to medicine to traqsportaolon. It's
called the "Brainpower State," and Mlnnesota rema14s a pioneer,
leading the nation in educational ch01ce --;guaranteelng that
every family in the state has the choice of!whlch publlc school
theif children will attend. Minnesotans knéw that Lducation
means'opportunity; and teachers snd student% from all_over the

country are modeling classrooms after the odes in Minnesota.
|
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4
Earlier today, I went to just such a cﬂassroom. They call
it the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right heré in downtown St.
Paul. Frankly, I was a bit surprised by th% place .. so much
technology, such young kids =-- but then at ﬁy age, they all look
young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I_wadted to see a high-
tech machine used for "HyperCard" -- I askeé if that was

something for my fribbilating heart.)) '

Let me share with you the basic idea b%hind the Saturn
School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school, with Poo middle-

Each morning,

school students coming from all over the di%trict.

Bn state-of-

they arrive at an old YWCA building ready té learn
the-art technologies: computers that teach ﬁeading and math;
videodisc systems that access libraries and%encyclopedias;
alternative classrooms in science and art museums that give kids
hands-on learning. The curriculum includeéﬁcore subjects, yet is
designed to respond to a changing world -- cne of global

communications, computer programming, chemistry, personal

wellness and community volunteering.
. |
Let me tell you a true story that happened wheh the founder

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped byithe Sathrn School to
N |

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He noticed that one
1
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor ﬁo a model car he had

built. A fourth grader nearby was on the c%mputer connected to

o
the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what w%s going on.
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""I'm writing the computer program to ma
stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris

worked, and the boy explained the first few

3 ke the

b
\‘
i

car start and

asked him how that

steps énd stopped.

So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Data, no% -- asked him

to keep Qoing, so he could get a few more details. |

the fourth grader to the other, "What's the

He doesn't seem to understand anything about

. "Gosh," said
| .
matter with this guy?

!
|

= computers!™"

l

While'Iﬁve only had two computer lessons, it QOesn't take

. . |
the head of Control Data to realize that these kidé and this

school are amazing. It doesn't look like a
old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor,

== learned that term in my computer class.

|
regular school -- no
piayiﬂg with "mice"
!

It doesn't sound like

a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tech. High

Teach. High Touch." And that's because it'
school -- it broke the mold in American educ
truly a school of the 21st Century.

Kids want to be there -- they've choser
themselves. Parents want to participate --
aftendance at the PTA so far. And the commu
succeed -- the idea for it came from a varie

launching‘it~was the result of much hard wor

isn't a regular

j
:ation,}and it is
|

|

v

i

1, the school

100 pe%cent
ity w#nts it to
2ty of éogrces,

'k by Saturn staff,

|

businessmen, and teachers from other science magnet schools. And

keeping it going depends on business community sup

technical and human resources.
We donft know what tomorrow holds for ¢t

because all new ideas involve risks. It may

l
QOrt, with its

|
|
he Satgrn School,

 fail, but it may
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i
|
i

6 ! ?

also succeed. If it works, others will fol%ow. aﬁd Saturn will
|

have begun a voyage in the American experieéce. Wﬁen'that

happens, communities all across this country will ﬂegin opening

1

many more New American Schools. The New Geﬁeratio% of Schools

have have been born. 2And we will have begun a newichapter in our
|

history. _ |

"Nothing can happen unless first a dreém," itﬂs been said.

- 1 .
The American dream is one of opportunity, fﬁeedom ﬁnd leadership.

Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for all
!

Americans. i !
|
Again, thank you so much for having to |[your wonderful school

today. I wish you the best in your work. God bless each and

|
every one of you. P

# # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT |
THROUGH: TONY SNOW 75 } OJV"
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT,ZZE? | |
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SUBJECT: VISIT TO THE SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA ; | . q)
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I. SUMMARY | |

Attached for your review are draft remhrks to!be,delivered
on Wednesday, May 22 at 1:45 p.m. outside tpe St. Paul Public
Library. You will address a crowd of approximately 1000, mostly
students, teachers, local education leaders, and elected
officials. Afterwards, you will sign the transmittal letter for
the America 2000 legislation. |

(
‘ 1
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II. DISCUSSION | o
i i
|

Your remarks (11 minutes/speechcards) focus on the America
2000 strategy, particularly on its proposals for reinventing New
American Schools. Immediately before the sbeech, you will tour
the Saturn School of Tomorrow, a science magnet school.

Minnesota has been a national leader in pub?ic school .choice.
|
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

- 8T. PAUL, MN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22,
1:45 P.M,

Good afternoon. Thank you very much ﬁor.that

Our Secretary of Educétion, Lamar'Alexandeé,

commu
teachers, and my fellow students. ((possible compu

t
I've come here today, along with Secreta Al

discuss a vital subject: American leadership For

America to remain & force for good in the
‘—\_‘_—-\. !
free markets and free people ... the land of demoé

%orld .
opportunity ... we must lead the way in edﬁcationa
Our strategy for achieving this-leaderéhipgis call

2000."

With America 2000, we challenge all the method

the past. Here in Minnesota -- from St. Paup and M
Cyrus and Miltona -- you are sailing the.coﬁntry i
You are creating public school choice.

Like you, other schools, businesses anF commu
across America are all creating the New Gen?ration
Schools -- North Carolina's Project Genesis, Ted S
Coalition of Essential Schools, Washington State's

1

the 21st Century.

nity leaders,

ey
91
Draft three

{
SATURN SCHO¢L OF TOMORROW

1991

warm welcome.

ter joke.))
exander, to

if we want-

. the home of
racy and

1 innovation.

f
rd “"America ’

s and means of
inneapolis to
nto the future.
nities all

of American
izer's

Schools for

Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I fi?d'the great thing in

this world is not so much where we stand, a? in what direction we




2
are moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sall sometimes

with the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must sail, and

-
1

not drift, nor lie at anchor." |

With America 2000, we are not saiwmpidy ;tandind at anchor.
E i
We've shoved off and set sail. From now oﬂ, busiuess-as-usual

|
will be very unusual. In cities across th}s natlén, people have
started changing the Amerlcan school. They know that there have

vt o
been enough studies and“c issions and‘blzg-rlbbon panels.

It's time we got down to the business |of 1nvént g new

. L mege (7
schools for a new world. We took the flrst stephﬂhen, with the

Nation's Governors, wiﬁestabllshed the six Natlonql Education
Goals and set the clock ticking for the end of thﬂs decade -- and

the end of the status quo.

Those goals are: first, to ensure that everyichild starts
school ready to learn; second, to raise thé high %chool
graduation rate to 90 percent without loweﬁing st#ndards; thirdq,
to ensure that every American student leaving the§4th, 8th and
12th grades can demonstrate competence in five coﬁe subjects;
fourth, to make our students first in the Jorld in?math and

science; fifth, to ensure that every American adulk is literate

and has the skills necessary to compete in the global economy;

and sixth, to free every American school from drugs and violence

|
so that learning can take place. | L
g P The Secrvtotg

Our challenge now is one of relnventlng the classroom -;\I
I
call it creating "New American Schools" -- ﬁor the\year 2000 and

| |
beyond. It's just one part of our America ?000 stfategy to meet

'
I
i
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i
|
i
i
i

those six lofty goals. No one says it wil# be easy. But it's a

|
battle for our future that we must -- and &ill -

For today's students, we're designiné better

win.

and more

accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we're creating a

new generation of schools .. for the rest}of us -

- today's

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we'ﬁe transforming America

into a nation of students, lifelong learneﬁs who cC

and explore every day. And finally, all adross th

ontinue to grow

is nation,

parents, teachers and nelghbors are gettlng together in

akuﬁ? vuuov1rs
communities where learnlng an happen.

We're talking about breaklng the moldl-— buil

ding for the

Next American Century. Relnventlng -- 11terally starting from-

the bottom up to build new schools -- not with bri

cks and mortar

but with questions, ideas, and determinatiqn. We're looking at

. L.
every possible way to make schools better %hlle st

eyes on results.

|
1
|

That's why I've come here to Minnesot&. Just|
<

from this bluff, stood St. Paul's first school --

|
room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first calléd to or

|
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wi

although settlers soon transformed it into a teemi
growth and enterprise. Here, along the banrs'of t

river, rail lines and grain mills and hard-working

|

forged the center of the agricultural empire calle
|
Plains. ‘

1
i

i1l keeping our

down the river

a crowded one-
der nearly 150
lderness,

ng center of

his great
pioneers

d the Great
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These days, Minnesota remains a land ef oppoﬁtunity for
many: small business start-ups generate most jobs%in the Twin
Cities, and big business ranges from agrlculture to med1c1ne to

transportation. Minnesota remains a ploneer, leadlng the nation

1
in educational choice. You have guaranteed that every family in ///’ )

r
the state can choose which public school tﬁetr chlldren will ////

attend. Minnesotans know that education means oppprtunity.

Many people, in-—fet®, Al Shankeﬁhof the American F?deration of B ¢)v'
! L]

Teachersééf,;e was here last week, and I spbke to pim the othe 09

day --(h ped promote these great reforms) Vﬁ){

I just came from the Saturn School fTomorrob, right her

in downtown St. Paul. Frankly, I was a bit surpriFed by the

place ... so much technology, such young kids -- bﬁt then at my

age, they all look young. ((In fact,Asomeope asked me if I
| |
wanted to see a high-tech machine used for ""HyperCard" -- I asked

!
if that was something for my fibrillating heart.))l

Let me share with you the basic idea behind the Saturn
School -- one that could only have become reallty because of the
bipartisan support it received. Saturn is + ci ty—vlde magnet
school, with over 200 middle-school student% cominq from all over
the district. Each morning, they arrive at‘the olé YWCA building
ready to learn on state-of-the-art technoloéies: cemputers that
teach reading and math; videodisc systems tpat access libraries
and encyclopedias; off-site classrooms in science and art museums

<
that give kids hands-on learning. The curriculum includes core

subjects, yet is designed to respond to a changing;world -- one

i




!

3 |
of global communications, computer programming, cﬂemistry,

|
personal wellness and community volunteering. |

Let me tell you'a true story that happened whbn the founder
|

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by, the Saﬁurn School to .
see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He notibed that one

fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor #o a mohel car he had
! |
built. A fourth grader nearby was on the cbmputer;connected'to

i

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was going on.

f

"I'm writing the computer program to mgke the%car start and

worked, and the boy explained the first few!steps énd stopped. .

stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris'asked pim how that:

So Mr. Norris -~ the head of Control Déta, no& -- asked him
| 4

to keep going, so he could get a few more d%tails.= "Gosh," said
the fourth grader to his partner, "What's the mattér with this
guy? He doesn't seem to understand anything about!computers!"'

While I've only had two computer 1eséons, it &oesn't take
the head of Control Data to see that Saturnidoesn'é look like a
regular school -- no old-fashioned desks, bﬁt kidsion the floor,
playing with "mice" -- learned that term inEmy coméuter class.
It doesn't sound like a regular school -- iﬁ fact,%its motto is
"High Tech. High Teach. High Touch." Andlthat'sgbecause it
isn't a regular school -- it's exploring ne% frontfers in
American education. i |

Yet the school's director is realistic.| He says: "We see it

|
. [
as a work in progress. We have as many questions as we have
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6 |

answers. We don't hold it up as a solution; it's ot something
| |

1 ‘
that can be cloned." !

|
| -

Like any new idea, we don't know what‘tomoerW holds for the
Saturn School. And there may be aspects oﬁ its aéproach that
generate controversy. But when we say "br%ak the #old," we've
got to give communities the power to exper%ment, tﬁink anew, be -

‘ :

daring. saburn-muy—feé47-bue-it-mEY‘atso—SQeeeed.;

“like what works. I'm confident about the prospect of. New
- | ‘

American Schools in communities all across %his coﬁntry. The New
Generation of Schools is but one part of ou& Ameri@a 2000
strategy. With more accountability and choice in our schools,
with a national commitment to lifelong learhing, wﬁth the active
engagement of our business community in the‘busine%s of
education, we will embark on a new voyage iP the A@erican
experience. ; |

It will take time. We can begin todayiby pul;ing up the
anchor and hoisting the sails. We've set oﬁr sigh#s on new
horizons -- ones of opportunity, freedom and Ameri¢an leadership.
Again, thank you so much for having me| here téday. I wish

i 1
you the best in your work. God bless each énd eve#y one of you.

| .
[It's my pleasure to sign a message transmitting the
! 1

| l
legislative portion of our America 2000 strétegy to the

|
Congress. ] :

#F# |
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|
| ,

Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that ﬁarm welcome.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexanderi((otheq Cabinet?));
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of dongressb Mayor
((name) ) ; community leaders, teachers, and dy fell#w students.
((possible computer joke.i) ; |

4 I've come here today, along with Secreéary Ale&ander, to
discuss with you a vital subject: American ieadersh&p. For if we
want America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home
of free markets and free people ... the 1and of democracy and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in educatlonal innovation.
Our strategy to do it is called "America 2000." '

With it, we challenge all the methods and meaﬁs of the past.
Hereuin St. Paul, you are sailing the countﬂy into %he future.
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find th% great %hing in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in %hat dir@ction we are
moving: fbareach the port of heaven, we musﬂ sail sgmetimes with
the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must saG1, and not
drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply spanding ht anchor.

. i
We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, business-as-usual

" will be very unusual. In cities across thi§ nationP people have
’ i
-

|
|
|
i



| '
started changing the American school. They know that there have

been enough studies and commissions and blué-ribbon%panels. The
time for talk is long gone. |

It's time we got down to the business 4f new schools for a
| I
new world. We took the first step when, with the Nation's
. ]
Governors, we established the six National Education Goals and

set the clock ticking for the end of this decade --!/ and the end
. | i

of the status quo. | T

|

school ready to learn; second, to raise the bigh scbool

Those goals are: first, to ensure that every cﬁild starts
graduation rate to 90 percent; third, ensurelthat eyery American
student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades can dehonstrate
competetance in five core subjects; fourth,'hake ou% students
first in the world in math and science; fift%, ensu%e that every
American adult is literate and has the skillg necesgary to
compete in the global economy; and sixth, free every American

school from drugs and viglence so that learnling can%take place.

Our challénge ndw is one of reinventing the classroom -- I

call it creating "New American Schools" -- fbr the year 2000 and

%00 strétegy to meet

those’six,Iofty goals. No one says it will be easy} But it's a

beyond. 1It's just one part of our America 2

battle for our future that we must -- and will -- win.

For today's students, we're designing,better énd more
accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we?re creating a
new generation of schools ... for the rest of us --itoday's

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're transférming America
‘ ' ! .




3 |

into a nation of students, lifelong learnersl

i
|
1
i

who continue to grow
;

and explore every day. And finally, all acr%ss‘thié nation,

!

parents, teachers and neighbors getting togefher inicommunities

where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold -
Next American Century. Reinventing
the bottom up and build new schools

but with qugstions,asked, and ideas proposed

’
We're looking at every possible way
That's why I've come here to Minnesota.

from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first sche

room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first calledl

i

| _

- build%ng for the

- litefally stérting from
{

-- not with briéks and mortar

and chances taken.

to make schools@better.

1 :
Just down the river
!

50l -- a crowded one-

to order nearly 150

4
: . | .
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolqte wilderness soon

transformed into a sprawling economy, built on rail

!lines and

grain mills, the center of the agricultural ?mpire called the

Midwest.

These days, Minnesota still is the land

-

many: small business startups generate most ]

Cities, from agriculture to medicine to transportatﬂon.

called the “Brainpowef State," and Minnesota
leading the- nation in educational choice -- g
every family in the state has the choice of w
their children will attend. Minnesotans know

means opportunity, and teachers and students

of oppértunity for
obs in%thé Twin
It's
remaing a pipneer,
ruarantgeing that
hich pdblic school

1 that %ducation

from afl over the

country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
j |
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Earlier today, I went to just such a classroom. They call
it the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here in downtown St.

Paul. Frankly, I was a bit surprised by the place }.. so much

technology, such young kids -- but then at my ége, ﬁhey all look

“young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I wanted to %ee a high-

) i
tech machine used for "“HypercCard" -- I asked if thaF was

something for my fribbilating heart.)) o i

l
I

Let me share with you the basic idea behind thb Saturn
School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet schooﬂ, with 500 middle-

school students coming from all over the district. ‘Each mornlng,

|

they arrive at an old YWCA building ready tT learn on state-of-
the-art technologies: computers that teach readlng and math;
|

incyclopedlas,

N
|

alternative classrooms in science and art mus
hands-on learning. - The curriculum includes Eore sugjects, yet is
designed to respond to a changing world -- o%e of giobal

communications, computer programming, chemis%ry, pe#sonal

videodisc systems that access llbrarles and

seums tpat give kids

wellness and community volunteering. :
Let me tell you a true story that happehed whe# the founder
of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by the Satﬁrn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. HL noticéd that one
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor t? a modél car he had

|

built. A fourth grader nearby was on the cohputer ?onnected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was goingion.

1

|
o
| >
|
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"I'm writing the computer program to ma
stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris
worked, and the boy explained the first few !

So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Da

to keep going, so he could get a few more details.

the fourth grader to the other, "What's the
He doesn't seem to understand anything about

While I've only had. two computer lesson

ke the car start and

asked #im how that

steps ind stopped.
i
ta, now

-- asked him

"Gosh," said

|

|

matter with this quy?
|

{
computers!"

s, it dpesn't take

the head of Control Data to realize that these kidé and this

school are amazing. It doesn't look like a
old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor,

-- learned that term in my computer class.

|
regular school -- no
playinb with "mice"

It doesh't gsound like

a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tech. High

Teach. High Touch." And that's because it

isn't a regular

school -~ it broke the mold in American eduéation, ?nd it is

truly a school of the 21st Century.

Kids want to be there -- they've chosen

themselves. Parents want to participate --

attendance at the PTA so far.

And the commu

the school

100 perbent

nity wabts it to

. . . ]
succeed -- the idea for it came from a varler of s?urces,
: I

launching it was the result of much hard work by Safurn staff,

businessmen, and teachers from other science

keeping it going depends on business communi
technical and human resources.

We don't know what tomorrow holds for t

magnet;schools. And

ty supp?rt, with. its

he Saturn School,

because all new ideas involve risks. It maylfail( #ut it may



4

6
also succeed. If it works, others will follow. And Saturn will
have begun a voyage in the American experience. When that
happens, communities all across this country will begin opening

3
hagé have been born. And we will have begun a new chapter in our

many more New American Schools. The New Generation of Schools U//
history.

"Nothing can happen unless first a dream," it's been said.
The American dream is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.

Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for all

Americans. e

me e
Again, thank you so much for having7to your wonderful school

today. I wish you the best in your work. God bless each and

every one of you.

###



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER 44/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Saturn School of Tomorrow

We have reviewed the attached presidential remarks from a
policy standpoint and have noted several suggestions on the
attached draft.

Assuming that we will transmit the AMERICA 2000 Excellence
in Education Act to the Congress this week, this draft should be
re-worked to reflect the transmittal and to refer to specifics of

the legislation.

Please let us know if you have any questions or if we may
help in any other way.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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|
|
|
|

Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that ?arm welcome.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamaf Alexander |((other! Cabinet?));

|
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of Congress; Mayor

((name)); community leaders, teachers, and my fello& students.
((possible computer joke.)) ,

I've come here today, along with Secretary Ale*ander, to

1

discuss with you a vital subject: American 1eadership. ‘For if we
|

want America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home

of free markets and free people ... the land! of democracy and

|
opportunity ... we must lead the way in educ?tlonalllnnovatlon.

/3R Achiarma s feadetsisp
our strategy ee=§e=a€rls called "America 2000." .

With 3" we challenge all the methods and means of the past.

Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the]great thing in this

. . | P
world is not so much where we stand, as in w?at dlrectlon we are

moving: Tcareach the port of heaven, we must%sail scmetimes with

the wind and sometimes against it -- but we %ust sail, and not

drift, nor lie at anchor." | )

With America 2000, we are not simply standlng at anchor.’
Abnwuz .
We've shoved off and set sail. From now on,' business-as-usual,
' |

Jaiitl-be—very—unusua®. In cities across this~nationi people have
| .
| |

|



2

started changing the American school. They know thét there have
1
|

time for talk is long gone. ‘1

been enough studies and commissions and bluerribbon panels. The

It's time we got down to the business of new s#hools for a

new world. We took the first step when, with the Nation's
| !

Governors, we established the six National E?ucation Goals and
i !

set the clock ticking for the end of this decade --%and the end

of the status quo. 1

|
. .

Those goals are: first, to ensure that évery c#ild starts
school ready to learn; second, to raise the ﬁigh scﬁool J
graduation rate to 90 percent; third,ansure that e*ery American
student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades can deﬁohstrate
competetance in five core subjects; fourth:whake ou% students
first in the world in math and science; fifth;?ensuée that every
American adult is literate and has the skill§ neces%ary to
compete in the global economy; and sixth,*frée everf American

school from drugs and violence so that learning can take place.

: . . . !
Our challenge now is one of relnventlngithe.clqssroom --1I
!

call it creating '"New American Schools" -- fér the jear 2000 and
: |
beyond. It's just one part of our America 2?00 strdtegy to meet

those six ibfty goals. No one says it will be easy{ But it's a
; |
battle for our future that we must -- and wi;l - w%n.

For today's students, we're designing éetter &nd more
accountable schools ... for tomorrow's studeﬁts, weﬂre creating a
| ‘
new generation of schools ... for the rest of us --itoday's
|

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're!transfdrming America

| P
|
|



3 | ‘
into a nation of students, 11felong learners '‘who contlnue to grow
and explore every day. And finally, all across thl% nation,
parents, teachers and neighbors getting together in communities

where learning can happen. :

i
|

We're talking about breaking the mold -1 buildfng for the

Next American Century. Reinventing -- 11terally startlng from
Liu;
the bottom up build new schools -- not w1th brlcks and mortar
but with questions asked, and ideas proposed; and chances taken.
We're looking ét every possible way to make schools:better.
’ |
That's why I've come here to Minnesota. | Just down the river

t .
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first school -- d‘crowded one-

room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to orde? nearly 150

years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desol#te wilderness soon

transformed into a sprawling economy, built dn rail lines and
| ‘

grain mills, the center of the agricultural empire called the

Midwest. i

These days, Minnesota still is the land |of opportunity for

iy
g i

_ .+ many: small business startups generate most fobs in the Twin
‘ [

Cities, from agriculture to medicine to transportatibn. It's

| i
called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota Femainsla pioneer,
: |

leading the nation in educational choice =-- gharanteéing that

every family in the state has the choice of whlch publlc school

/

'their children will attend. Minnesotans know;that educatlon

means opportunity, and teachers and students from al; over the

country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
! I
1
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Earlief today, I went to just such a classrooml They call
it the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here! in dow%town St.
Paul. Frankly, I was a bit surprised by the|place ;.. so muéh

technology, such young kids -- but then at my age, #hey all look

: |
young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I wanted to see a high-

tech machine used for “HypercCard" -- I askediif that was

something for my fribbilating heart.)) |

i !

Let me share with you the basic idea be?ind thé Saturn
School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school) with éoo middle-
school students coming from all over the district. !Each“morning,

they arrive at an old YWCA building ready tollearn on state-of-

the-art technologies: computers that teach readlng and math;
videodisc systems that access libraries and encyclopedlas,

alternative classrooms in science and art mu%eums tQat give kids
hands-on learning. The curriculum includes %ore su%jects, yet is
designed to respond to a changing world -- o%e of giobal
communications, computer programming, chemiséry, pefsonal'

l
wellness and community volunteering. .

Let me tell you a true story that happeﬁed wheﬁ the founder

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by the Sat@rn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He noticéd that one

fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor to a modél car he had

|
built. A fourth grader nearby was on the computer connected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was going on.
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. : |
"I'm writing the computer program to make the car start and

stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris ésked h%m how that
E
worked, and the boy explained the first few ;teps aqd stopped.

So Mr. Norris -~ the head of Control Da#a, now’—- asked him

| i
to keep going, so he could get a few more deéails. i"Gosh," said

the fourth grader to the other, "What's the yatter ﬁith this quy?

He doesn't seem to understand anything about‘computérs!"
|
While I've only had two computer lessons, it ddesn't take

the head of Control Data to realize that these kids 'and this

school are amazing. It doesn't look like a regular school -- no
: 1

old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor, playind with "mice"

-- learned that term in my computer class. ﬁt doeant sound like

a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Techﬂ High

Teach. High Touch." And that's because it isn't a reqular
) | i

school -- it broke the mold in American educ%tion, abd it is

truly a school of the 21st Century. i

I
i

Kids want to be there -- they've chosen khe schbol
themselves. Parents want to participate -- 1%0 perc%nt
|
attendance at the PTA so far. And the community wants it to
{

. . . |
succeed -- the idea for it came from a variety of sources,

launching it was the result of much hard work by,Satﬁrn staff,
|

businessmen, and teachers from other science hagnet %chools. And

keeping it going depends on business community support, with its
1 |
technical and human resources. |

!

We don't know what tomorrow holds for th% Saturﬁ School,
t

because all new ideas involve risks. It may fail, but it may
- ‘ ’ !

@
%
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6
also succeed. If it works, others will follbw. An? Saturn will
' |
have begqun a voyage in the American experienFe. When that

happens, communities all across this countryl will b?gin opening

|
many more New American Schools. The New Generation of Schools

have have been born. And we will have begun a new ?hapter in our

history. ; ;
"Nothing can happen unless first a drea@," it'$ been said.

1

The American dream is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.
1

Now it's time for us to make that Dream comeltrue fér all

Americans. ‘ !

%

to your,woﬁderfdl school

v

Again, thank you so much for having

: |
today. I wish you the best in your work. de bles$ each and

;

every one of you. | {
]
# ## ! |
i
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Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that warm welcomne.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar~Alexanderv((other Cabinet?));

|
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of'cbngress; Mayor
((name) ) ; community leaders, teachers, and my fello% students.

((possible cémputer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Alexander, to
discuss with you a vital subject: American lfadership. For if we
want America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home
of free markets and free people ... the land of demécracy and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in eduéational innovation.
Our strategy to do it is called "America 20Jo."

With it, we challenge all the methods and means of the past.
Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the great Fhing in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in what dirgction we are
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with
the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must sail, and not

drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply standing at anchor.

We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, business-as-usual

will be very unusual. In cities across this nation, people have

A
|
|
|
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started changing the American school. They know thét there have

been enough studies and commissions and blue
time for talk is long gone.

It's time we got down to the business o
new world. We took the first step when, wit

Governors, we established the six National E

-ribbonipanels. The

|

|
|
f new s?hools for a -

h the Nation's

n Goals and

ducatio

set the clock ticking for the end of this deLade --'and the end

of the status quo.
Those goals are: first, to ensure that-

school ready to learn; second, to raise the

graduation rate to 90 percent; third, ensure

student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades

competetance in five core subjects; fourth,

first in the world in math and science; fift

American adult is literate and has the skill

x
compete in the global economy; and sixth, fr

every cPild starts

|
high school
I

} .
that every American

. can demonstrate

|

! i

make our students
h, ensure that every
'S necessary to

ee every American

school from drugs and violence so that learning can

Our challenge now is one of reinventind the cl

take place.

|assroom --1I

call it creating "New American Schools" -- ﬁor the &ear 2000 and

beyond. 1It's just one part of our America 2
those six iofty goals. No one says it will
battle for our future that we must -- and wi

For today's students, we're designing,

accountable schools ... for tomorrow's stude

new generation of schools ... for the rest o

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're

000 stgategy to meet
be easy. But it's a
11 -- win.

better and more

nts, we're creating a
|

l
|
transforming America

f us -- today's

|



3
into a nation of students, lifelong learners who continue to grow
and explore every day. And finally, all across this nation,
parents, teachers and neighbors getting togethef in communities

where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold -- building for the

|
Next American Century. Reinventing -- literally starting from

the bottom up and build new schools -- not %ith bricks and mortar
but with questions asked, and ideas proposed, and chances taken.
We're looking at every possible way to make |schools better.

| That's why I've come here to Minnesota. Just dbwn the river

|
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first school -- ‘a crowded one-

|

room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to order nearly 150

years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wiﬁ¢erness soon
transformed into a sprawling economy, built on rai% lines and

grain mills, the center of the agricultural empireicalled the

Midwest. ; |

These days, Minnesota still is the land of opﬁortunity for

|

many: small business startups generate most |jobs in the Twin
: , i

Cities, from agriculture to medicine to traﬁsportation. It's

|

called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota remains a pioneer,
leading the nation in educational choice -- guaranteeing that
every family in the state has the choice of jwhich public school

1

their children will attend. Minnesotans know that leducation

means opportunity, and teachers and student§ from all over the

|
country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
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Earlier today, I went to just such a c;assroomr They call

it the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here in downtown St.

Paul. Frankly, I was a bit surprised by the place ... so much
technology, such young kids -- but then at my age, %hey all look
young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I WaAted'to gee a high-
tech machine used for "“HypercCard" -- I askeq'if that was
something for my fribbilating heart.)) | !

Let me share with you the basic idea behind thé Saturn
School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school, with 300 middle-
school students coming from all over the disfrict. Each morning,
they arrive at an old ¥YWCA building ready to learn on state-of-

A 1
the-art technologies: computers that teach reading and math;

videodisc systems that access libraries and‘encyclqpedias;

L] [} 1] [ 3 L3
alternative classrooms in science and art museums that give kids
: |

hands-on learning. The curriculum includesicore sdbjects, yet is
designed to respond to a changihg world -- éne of Jlobal
communications, computer programming, chemistry, pérsonal
wellness and community volunteering. {

Let me tell you a true story that happened when the founder

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by |the Saturn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He notiqed that one
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor to a model car he had
built. A fourth grader nearby was on the cémputer connected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was going on.
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"I'm writing the computer program to make the
: |
stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris

worked, and the boy explaiﬁed the first few |steps a

So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Data, now -- asked him
to keep going, so he could get a few more details.

the fourth grader to the other, "what's the

{
matteriwith this guy?

car start and

asked him how that

Ld stopped.

. "Gosh," said

He doesn't seem to understand anfthing about compuﬁers!"

While I've only had two computer lessons,
the head of Control Data to realize that these kids

school are amazing. It doesn't look like a

regular
old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor,

It doe!

-- learned that term in my computer class.
a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tec
Teach. High Touch." And that's because it |isn't a

school -- it broke the mold in American education,

truly a school of the 21st Century.

Kids want to be there -- they've chosen the sc

!
it 4

ocesn't take
and this

school -- no

playing with "mice"

n't sound like
h. High
regular

and it is

hool

themselves. Parents want to participate --1100 per

And the community wa

ety of 7

attendance at the PTA so far. .
succeed -- the idea for it came from a vari
launching it was the result of much hard wo#k by Sa
businessmen, and teachers from other sciencé magnet

keeping it going depends on business commun%ty supp

|
technical and human resources. ;
|

|

We don't know what tomorrow holds for éhe Satu

because all new ideas involve risks. It may fail,

cent

nts it to
ources,

turn staff,
And

schools.

ort, with its

rn School,

but it may

l
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I
|
i
'
|
|
1
|
i

|
i
i
|

!
|
!

also succeed. If it works, others will follbw. And Saturn will

: .
have begqun a voyage in the American experience. When that

happens, communities all across this country will b#gin opening

many more New American Schools. The New Geﬁeration.of Schools

have have been born. 2And we will have begun a new chapter in our

history.

"Nothing can happen unless first a dreim," it's been said.

The American dream is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.

|

Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for all

Americans.

Again, thank you so much for having to

your quderful school
{

today. I wish you the best in your work. God bless each and

every one of you.

###
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- II. DISCUSSION

'THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH . TONY SNOW 735
FROM: ' MARY KATE GRANT 7’%2’ .
SUBJECT: VISIT TO THE SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW

S8T. PAUL, MINNESOTA

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your review are draft remarks to be delivered
on Wednesday, May 22 at 1:45 p.m. outside the St. Paul Public
Library. You will address a crowd of approx:mate1y|1000 mostly
students, teachers, local éducation leaders, |and elected.
officials. Afterwards, you will sign the transmittql letter for
the America 2000 legislation. I

|
|

Your remarks (11 minutes/speechcards) focus on the America
2000 strategy, particularly on its proposalslfor relnventlng New
American Schools. Immediately before the speech you will tour
the Saturn School of Tomorrow, a science magnet school.
Minnesota has been a national leader in public school choice.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL Io1r TOMORROW
8T. PAUL, MN |
. WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991
1:45 P.M.

Good afternoon. Thank yom very much for| that warm welcome.
\

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander;:communlty leaders,

teachers, and my fellow students. ((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Alexander, to
discuss a vital subject: American leadership.: For if we want
[
America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home of

free markets and free people ... the land of ?emocracx and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in educational innovation.
Our strategy for achieving this leadership is called |"America

1

2000.%
With America 2000, we challenge all the methods’and means of

the past. Here in Minnesota -- from St. Paul and Mln%eapolis-to

Cyrus and Miltona -- you are sailing the country into?the future.

You are creating public school choice. . i

Like you, other schools, businesses and communitles all
" across America are all creating the New" Generatlon of'American
Schools -— North Carolina's Pro;ect Genesis, Ted Slzer'

Coalition of Essential Schools, Washlngton State s Schools for

the 21st Century. ‘ :
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the great thing in

this world is not so much where we stand, as 1h what dlrection we

!
!
A
|
|
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are moving: To reach the port of heaven, we

must sail sometimes

with the wind and sometimes against it -- buF we must sail, and

not drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply standing ht»anchor.

We've shoved off and set sail. From now on,

|
business-as-usual

will be very unusual. In cities across this nation, people have

started changing the American school. They

know tth there have

been enough studies and commissions and blue-ribbon panels.

It's time we got down to the business o
échools for é new world. We took the firstl
Nation's Governors, we established the.six N
Goals and set the clock ticking for the end
the end of the status quo;

Those goals are: first, to ensure that

school ready to learn; second, to raise the

f inventing new
step when, with the
lational Education

of this decade -- and

every %hild starts
high school

graduation'rate to 90 percent without lowering standards; third,

to ensure that every American student 1eaving the_4th, 8th and

12th grades dan demonstrate competence in f;ve core subjects;

|

fourth,'to make our students first in the world in math and

science; fifth, to ensure that every American adult is literate

and has the skills necessary to compete in the glo?al econonmy;

and sixth, to free every American school from drugs and violence

so that learning can take place.

|

Oour challenge now is one of reinventing the c%assroom - I

call it creating "New American 8chools" -~ for the year 2000 and

beyond. 1It's just one part of our America ?

S

000 strategy to meet-




and éxplore every day. And finally, all acr

_room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called

3

3 e ty1 4 |
those six lofty goals. No one says it will Pe easyT

But it's a

battle for our future that we must -- and will -- w%n.

For today's students, we're designing better $nd more

|

accountable schools ... for tomorrow's studepts, werre creating a

new generation of schools ... for the rest o
workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're

into a nation of students, lifelong learners

| |
f us -—- today's

transf@rming_America-
|
‘ L]

who coPtlnue to grow

oss this nation,

parents, teachers and neighbors are getting %ogethe# in

communities where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold -

|

- building for the

Next American Century. Reinventing -- literélly starting from

the bottom up to build new schools -- not wi
but with Questions, ideas, and determination
every possible way ﬁo make schools better wﬁ
eyes on results. |

That's why i've come here to_Minnesota;

from this bluff, stood St. Paul's first scho

years ago. Back then, Minneséta was a desol

th bricks and mortar
. We'if looking at

ile still keeping our

Just gown the river
ol -- & crowded one-

to order nearly 150

ate wilderness,

although settlers soon transformed it into %

|

teemiqg center of

growth and enferprise. Here, along the banks of tdis great

. . . . . : . .
river, rail lines and grain mills and hard-working pioneers

forged the center of the agricultural'empirq

Plains.

calleq the Great
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These days, Minnesota remains a land of| opportunity for

many: small business start-ups generate most jobs in the Twin

“Cities, and big business ranges from agriculture to medicine to

|
ly leadihg the nation

|
in educational choice. You have guaranteed that eVLry family in

the state can choose which public school their chilgren will

| |
attend. Minnesotans know that education means opportunity.
' : ' !
Many people, in fact, Al Shanker of the‘Ameqican Federation of

transportation. Minnesota remains a pioneer

. l ]
Teachers .-- he was here last week, and I quke to h}m the other
. ‘ _ |
day -- helped promote these great reforms. i

I just came from the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here

in downtown St. Paul. Frankly, I was a b1t.surpr1ﬁed by the

place ... so much technology, such young kids -- bdt then at my
: _ | |
age, they all look young. ((In fact, someone askeq me if I

. ' |
wanted to see a high-tech machine used for "“HyperCard" -- I asked
if that was something for my fibrillating h%art.))(
Let me share with you the basic idea behind tﬂe Saturn

. School -- one that could only have become reality oecause of the
T . |
bipartisan support it received. Saturn is %‘city-ﬁide magnet
' !

school, with over 200 middle-school students coming from all over
the district. Each morning, they arrive at‘the old YWCA building
ready to learn on state-of-the—art technologles' computers that

teach reading and math; videodisc systems that access libraries
B |
and encyclopedias; off-site classrooms in science %nd_art museums

that give kids hands-on learning. The curr%culum includes core

subjects, yet is designed to respond to a cﬁanging world -- one
| |
]

|



#

; | ;

of global communications, computer prégrammipg,,che?istry,

personal wellness and community volunteeringL
Let me tell you a true story that happehed wheﬁ the founder
|
of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by Fhe Saturn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He noticed that. one

.fifth grader was$ busy wiring a small motor t? a model car he had

built. A fourth grader nearby was on the cohputer bonnected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was goingion.

“I'm writing the computer program to maﬁe the ?ar start and

.stop,"™ said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris %sked him how that

worked, and the boy explained the first few Eteps and stopped.
. ' : i
So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Dﬁta, now| -- asked him

to keep going, so he could get a few more datails. | "Gosh, " said

the fourth grader to hlS partner, "What's tﬂe matteL with this

guy? He doesn't seem to understand anything about computers'"

While I've only had two computer lessons, it doesn't take

the head of Control Data to see that Saturn‘doesn'tllook like a

-regular school -- no old- fashioned desks, but kids on the floor,

playing wlth "mice" -~ learned that term 1nlmy computer class.
It doesn't sound like a regqular school -~ iﬁ fact, its motto is

"High Tech. High Teach. High Touch." Andithat's because it
_ ] .

isn't a regular school -~ it's exploring ne# frontiers in
|

American education. :
|

Yet the school's director is realistic. He says: "We see it

. s ‘
as a work in progress. We have as many queatlons as we have

|
I
I
|
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6 |

| ,

answers. We don't hold it up as a solution;l it's not something
|

that can be cloned."

Like any new idea, we don't know what t?morrow holds for the

: | _
Saturn School. And there may be aspects of ;ts approach that

1 |
'generate controversy. But when we say "break the m@ld,?-we've-

l
got to give communities the power to experlment think anew, be

daring. Saturn may fail, but it may also sufceed.
I like what works. I'm confident abouﬂ the prospect of New

American Schools in communltles all across thlS country The New

|
Generation of Schools is but one part of our Amerlch 2000

strategy. With more accountability and choice in oﬁr schools,

with a national commitment to lifelong learning, wiFh the active

engagement of our business community in the business of

p . ' . | s
education, we will embark on a new voyage in the Aﬂerlcan

experience. ' !

It will take time. We can begin todayiby pulllng up the .

anchor and hoisting the sails. We've set our 51ghts on new

horizons -- ones of opportunity, freedom and American leadership.
' !

Again, thank you so much for having mé%here today. I wish

you the best in your work. God bless each And every one of you.
_ ' C ‘ |
[(It's my pleasure to sign a message transmitting the
b
legislative portion of our America 2000 strategy to the

Congress. ] ‘ i ;

t

### !
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Good afternoon.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander

A

((name)); community leaders, teachers, and ﬂy fello

((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Ale
discuss with you a vital subject: American leaders

want America to remain a force for good in t

of free markets and free people ... the land

opportunity ... we must lead the way in educ

Our strategy to do it is called "America 200

With it, we challenge all the methods a
Parhu,u Aly o b Sakienw
Here in St. Paul,* you are salling the countr

Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the
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Thank you very much for that warm welcome.

|
((other!Cabinet?));

I
w students.

|
|
|

xander, to
|

hip. For if we

|

he worﬂd ... the home
- .

| of deﬁocracy and

ational innovation.

0.

ind means of the past.
Sehod | ok TohwmerroLs ( NS)
y into [the future.

> great thing in this

ection we are

moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with

the wind and sometimes against it -- but we
drift, nor lie at anchor."
With America 2000, we are not simply st

We've shoved off and set sail. From now on,

{
will be very unusual.

must sail, and not

:andinglat anchor.

l

» |
bu51n%ss-as-usual

In cities across thié natioA, people have

|
|
|
|
|
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started changing the American school. They know that there have
been enough studies and commissions and blue-ribbon panels. The
time for talk is long gone.

It's time we got down to the business of new schools for a
new world. We took the first step when, with the Nation's
Governors, we established the six National Education Goals and
set the clock ticking for the end of this decade -- and the end
of the status quo.

Those goals are: first, to ensure that every child starts
school ready to learn; second( to raise ;he higb school ///
graduation rate to 90 perceﬂ!é £ﬁl§a,?éﬁgu£;‘£ﬂ§£ every American
student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades can demonstrate
competetance in five core subjects; fourth, make our students
first in the world in math and science; fifth, ensure that every
American adult is literate and has the skills necessary to
compete in the global economy; and sixth, free every American
school from drugs and violence so that learning can take place.

Our challenge now is one of reinventing the classroom =-- I
call it creating '""New American Schools" -- for the year 2000 and
beyond. 1It's just one part of our America 2000 strategy to meet
those six lofty goals. No one says it will be easy. But it's a
battle for our future that we must -- and will -- win.

For today's students, we're designing better and more
accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we're creating a
new generation of schools ... for the rest of us -- today's

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're transforming America
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into a nation of students, lifelong learners who continue to grow
and explore every day. And fiqglly, all across this nation, »//
parents, teachers and neighbor;ﬁéétting together in communities
where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold -- building for the
Next American Century. Reinventing -- literally starting from
the bottom up and build new schools =-- not with bricks and mortar
but with questions asked, and ideas proposed, and chances taken.
We're looking at every possible way to make schools better.

That's why I've come here to Minnesota. Just down the river
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first school -- a crowded one-
room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to order nearly 150
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wilderness soon
transformed into a sprawling economy, built on railzlines and
grain mills, the center of the agricultural empire called the
Midwest.

These days, Minnesota still is the land of opportunity for
many: small business startups generate most jobs in the Twin
Cities, from agriculture to medicine to transportation. 1It's
called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota remains a pioneer,
leading the nation in educational choice =-- guaranteeing that
every family in the state has the choice of which public school
their children will attend. Minnesotans know that education
means opportunity, and teachers and students from all over the

country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
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Earlier today, I went to just such a cl| . They call
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Let me tell you a true story that happ%ned wh
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' : |

fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor ﬁo a mod

|
|

built. A fourth grader nearby was on the computer
|
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"I'm writing the computer program to ma?e the car start and

5

stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris ‘asked him how that

worked, and the boy explaiﬁed the first fewﬁstgps a%d stopped.

So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Data, now;-- asked him
to keep going, so he could get a few more details. | "Gosh," said
the fourth grader to the other, "What's the matter %ith this qguy?
He doesn't seem to understand anything about computers!"

While I've only had two computer lessons, it doesn't take

ee plat
the head of Control Data to J;v.i- Rt @@e=]ud Gt

o e d e l
s:hael—are—amaz&i%r;szgt doesn't look like a regulaﬂlschool -- no

old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor, playin? with "mice"

-~ learned that term in my computer class. EIt doesh't sound like

a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tech. High

Teach. High Touch." And that's because it isn't a reqular

\ o wtrd frovthiers v L
school -- its e American eduﬁation;Qand-iﬁ.;ﬁ_
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"Nothing can happen unless first a dream, " it's been said.

The American dream is one of opportunity, frredom and leadership.

|
I

Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for all

Americans.

Again, thank you so much for having *teo=you
| ,
today. I wish you the best in your work. God bless each and

every one of you.
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whoever's thinking about the President's visit here next Wednesday
should understand what's moving in Minnesota to open the way for
the creation of new public schools.

The visit has & lot of possibilities. Minnesota is a state where
the Democrats enacted choice. And are pushing new schools.

And did it against all the resistance put up by the interest
groups and by the traditional public-school ideology.

Choice had opponents. But the debate here was never partigan.
Perplch proposed it. Tom Nelson carried the bill in the DFL
Senate. The Housée author was the Republic majority leader, Rep.
Connie Levi (today executive vp of the Minneapolis Chamber of
Commerce).

Today, °'new schools' has opponents. But its support comes from
a mixture of DFLers and IRs.

If the President is interested in building off what this state
has done, and may yet do in the next few days before the '8l
session ends . . . to enhance his own situation re: the legiz-
lation going to Congress . . . he will:

1. tress the bipartisan support.

2. Talk about choice as publig¢ school choice.

3. Talk generally about the important of chcic/gg;

4, Visit just Saint Paul's Saturn school if that’'s all time per-

mitg, but give credit more broadly for creating different
public schools new: tg Minneapolis . . . to some suburban

s ' I

M districte . « - to rural districts. —n
m————

gz‘ Talk about the potential of letting teachers start new

echools.

‘FﬂﬂEG. Be realistic about this taking time . . . starting small . .

promise.

‘4ng9 expanding gradually, through trial and error. Don't over-

“TBD
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DATE: 5/20/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/20/91 4:00 o.m.

SUBJECT:_PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O M MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU O, O PETERSMEYER O 0
SCOWCROFT / O PORTER ' -
DARMAN ( 0 ROGICH m/ O
BRADY O / SMITH / O
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O m)
CARD O / ROGERS O
DEMAREST / O SNOW 0
FITZWATER O / O -
GRAY / O O O
HOLIDAYgumuit ety O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 4:00 p.m., TODAY, MONDAY MAY 20, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
K;&O“Q| Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW _

\
FROM: HOLLY WILLIAMSON \»)
SUBJECT: Education Speech
Please see the attached general comment from Cabinet Affairs
about the speech for the May 22 event. Also note that there
needs to be a reference to the legislation which will be

transmitted on Wednesday in conjunction with this event.

It is my understanding that the speech will change quite a bit in
the next draft. We would like to see that draft, if possible.
Thanks.

Attachment
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Education speech comment

The speech needs one paragraph that makes clear that the Saturn
School is not the model for the New American School; it is just a
very promising start. The purpose of the visit to the Saturn
School is to show a different way of how to structure a
classroom. But bear in mind that the Saturn School is not a good
model for testing, grades, homework or a required curriculum,
which are all fundamental to the President's education strategy.

Here's an addition I would suggest: After his description of the
aturn School, the President should reiterate the other themes of
the American 2000 strategy -- accountability, higher standards,
testing, core subjects and so on -- that show that we are
interested not only in schools that are innovative, but, more
importantly, schools that can use innovative and creative means
to demonstrate their success in teaching children and in moving
the nation toward the national goals.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN . OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

May 20, 15%1

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW, Director of Speechwriting
DAN CASSE,/ﬁssociate Director, Cabinet Affairs

/

FROM LESLYE A. ARSHT ﬁ”
%&L’*«

I am sending some back-up c¢lips and scheool examples that reflect
Lamar's suggestions regarding the President's Minnesota speech.

We think its most important that the Saturn School be praised for
"breaking the mold"; starting over. But, NOT as a model for the
nation. First, we want to improve all 110,000 existing schools in
this country but we recognize that we must also look at new
approaches.

Attachment 1: In 1986, Al Shanker wrote in his NYTimes column,
about an educational Saturn project based on the notion behind the
Saturn car manufacturing idea. Start as though no one had ever
built a car before. That's what this schocol represents.

Attachment 2: The quote from the Minnesota paper is exactly right
in tone -- they are on to something but all the final outcomes
haven't been assessed yet. Thus, we should be focusing on the
process not the results.

Attachment 3: It's also important to note that there are schools,
businesses and communities all across the country who are arriving
at the same conclusjion -- R.J.R. Nabisco's Next Century Schools,
Ted Sizer's Coalition of Essential Schools, Washington State's
Schools for the 21lst Century and North Carolina's Project Genesis
schools are all examples of the New Generation of American Schools
-- 80 the Saturn School should be placed in this context. Also,
note that a New Generation American chool doesn't just introduce
"technoleogy" but also human values.

Attachment 4: We liked the anecdote the President told on himself
about the computer at the National Academy of Sciences last month
which might have a place in this texct.

Call if T can assist further. Tel, 401-3046 or 401=3000,
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/4. Saturn School of Tomorrow i
In 1986, in his weekly New York Times column, Al Shanker wrote that "Perhaps
the most important step in revitalizing the [automobile] industry is the Saturn project.
It is designed to make believe that no one has ever made e;l car before and to start the
whole process from scratch--to reopen not just what the car should look like and how
it should run but every question of production, supplies, labor, relations, the role of
management.” That, Shanker argued, is what's needed m' educatiop-an educational
Saturn project. Taken by this idea, Tom King and David Bennett set out to make it
happen. The result is the Saturn School of Tomorrow which opened in St. Paul,
MN in the fall of 1989. The Saturn School of Tomorrow |uses innovative approaches
in staffing, use of computers, and creation of individual lesson plans for students. It
groups students by interest and ability, rather than by grade level. !And students go
to museums, libraries, and elsewhere in the community for lessons. Saturn enjoys

\ enthusiastic support from parents. |

5. Lighthouse Project

In 1989 in Casper, Wyoming, Lamar Alexander called for the creation of "brand
new American Schools.” The Casper business community respondéd to that
challenge by sponsoring a competition, open to anyone, to create innovative schools.
The competition triggered a flurry of ¢reative thinking, drawing 37iproposals, from
which five winning *Lighthouse School" proposals were sélected. Four of those
proposed schools are scheduled to open in the fall of 1991, with seed money from
the business community, ‘ |

|

- |

6. James Comer's School Improvement Program’ ‘ |
|

Yale child psychologist James Comer’s innovative school i:mprovem'ent process has
been adopted by a total of 165 elementary, middie and high schools, including
schools in Prince Georges County, Maryland, and by all elementary schools in New
Haven, Connecticut. The "Comer process,” which was first impleqlented in 1968,
emphasizes team building with parents, comprehensive planning, staff development,
and continuous’ assessment of student progress. All Comer schools use a governance
structure that includes three components: a school planning and management team, a
mental bealth team, and a parent group. % I

! !

| |

| |

| |

|

|
!
|
I
i
i
t
|

|
|
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l
But the cerverpiece of our National Education Strategy 'is not a program, it’s not
a test. It’s a new challenge: to reinvent American education — to design New
American Schools for the year 2000 and beyond. - | l

George Bus}lz, April 18, 1991
, i :
A New Generation of American S1ch,ools 1

o
H - ]

The RJR Nabisco Foundation is supporting fundamental school reforin projects
across the country. Over five years, 1990 through 1994, 45 schools 1will share in
$30 million in grants. To date, 30 schools have received three-year grants of up to
$250,000 per school per year to help them increzse the u‘mﬁc students spend learning,
alter the structure of the school day and year, group studeuts according to mastery
level, and measure success based on student performance. This year’s 15 winning
schools were chosen from 1,600 applicants. K | |

|

Less is more, student as worker, personalized leai'ning»thesée are among the nine
essential principles that schools must commit to in order to become an Essential
School. Ninety-eight schools in 23 States have made that ccl)mmitmeiat, in an effort
to transform the roles of their students and teachers, to recast students as active
learners and teachers as coaches. Such transformation, the Coalition|recognizes, can
come about only through comprehensive, concensrated effor!ts at the individual
school site. As Ted Sizer puts it, "Schools cannot be redesigned piedemeal:
everything important within a school affects everything else|important there,
Substantial redesign by and of an existing school while it is operating is often every
bit as difficult as rebuilding an entire car while it speeds alzlmg an Inzerstaze.”

3. Washington State’s Schools for the 215t Ceniry : i

Created by the legislature in 1987, Washington’s Schools for the 21st Century
competition has resulted in awards for 33 innovative educational projects. Schools
are connected by an electronic vetwork, which enables teachers to "discuss” ideas
and share lesson plans. The program supports a 10-day supplemental' contract
which, in effect, sets aside two weeks for school-level planning, staff development,
and instructional improvement, Common themes among projects include outcomes-
based education, integrated curricula, cross-age grouping of 'students, parent
involvement, and technology. |
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4. Saturn School of Tomorrow i

In 1986, in his weekly New York Times column, Al Shank!er wrote !that "Perhaps
the most important step. in revitalizing the [automobile] industry is th;e Saturn project.
It is desigued t0 make believe that no one has ever made a car before and to start the
whole process from scratch~to reopen not just what the car should look like and how
it should run but every question of production, supplies, labor, relati:ons, the role of
management.” That, Shanker argued, is what’s needed in education--an educational
Saturn project. Taken by this idea, Tom King and David Bennett set out to make it
happen. The result is the Saturn School of Tomarrow whii:;h Openedi, in St. Paul,
MN in the fall of 1989. The Saturn School of Tomorrow uses innovative approaches
in staffing, use of computers, and creation of individual lesson plans|for students. It
groups students by interest and ability, rather than by grade level. And students go
to museums, libraries, and elsewhere in the community for lessons, Saturn enjoys
enthusiastic support from parents, - |

|

In 1989 in Casper, Wyoming, Lamar Alexander called for the creation of "brand
new American Schools.” The Casper business community responded to that
challenge by sponsoring a competition, open to anyone, to ¢reate innovative schools.
The competition. triggered a flurry of creative thinking, drav'ving 37 proposals, from
which five winning "Lighthouse School" proposals were selected, Four of those

proposed schools are scheduled to open in the fall of 1991, with seed mouney from
the business community, ; |

6. James Comer’s School Improvement Program i ‘
Yale child psychologist James Comer’s innovative school improvement process has
been adopted by a total of 165 elementary, middle and high schools, including
schools in Prince Georges County, Maryland, and by all elementary schools in New
Haven, Connecticut, The "Comer process,” which was first implemented in 1968,
emphasizes team building with parents, compreheusive plam'ling, staff development,
and continuous assessment of student progress. All Comer schools use a governance
structure that includes three components: a schoci planning iand man:'xgement téam, a
mental health team, and a parent group. - | |

|
|
|
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|
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7. Henry Levin's Accelerated Schools Program

Unlike most approaches to compensatory education, where instructiofn is slowed
down, Heary Levin's idea is to accelerare instrucdon. The purpose of his
Accelerated Schools Program is simple: to bring every low-performing child up to
grade level by end of elementary school. Approximately 50 schools, including
statewide networks in Missouri and Illinois, are testing the three principles of
Levin's program. First, parents and educators have set goals for their schools and
their children and identified ways to achieve thosé goals. Second, pz:irents and
educators at the school site are empowered to make the decisions necessary to wake
learning happen. Third, teachers, parents, and students build on students’ strengths.

|
|

"What we need is a fundamentally differént American education. We need a new
American school. One that is better for students,. one that is better for teachers, one
that is better for the country,.., In our new American schools, the abjectives are
going to be much clearer.... Grade levels will be a thing of the past. Students will
learn at their own pace. They will finish when they finish. ... |

. |
"The pieces of the new American school are all zround us.| The grealt thing that
pilots and experiments have done is that they have shown us all the various things
that we might do. The new ‘education Edisons’ are really massive systems
integraters. They are going around and taking ali these pid(':es and reassembling
them into a whole that is fundamentally different than the o%le we have,"

9. Project Genesis | |

|
A unique proposal in North Carolina would allow teams of ‘educators to bid on--and
winning teams to run—new schools before their doors are opened. Proposal
requirements would be minimal; they would include a statement of principles,
information on funding, and an accountability plais, Also, up to half the slots in
each school would be reserved for students living outside the attendaxfxce area. A key
provisiou in Project Genesis is training. Winning teams woiuld receive training and
assistance in reconceptualizing schooling, They would then hire andlu'ain their own
staff, who may not need to meet teacher certification requirements. The idea,

ultimately, is to extend Project Genesis beyond new schools! to include existing
schools as well, : |

i
i
|
1
|
|
|
|
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|
|
|
|
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All the
President’s
Modems

&k Richard Leiby

Tt Post S1al Wier
xmputer geeks want to
ke Does the president
do Widows? Is he a GUI
[>rar.-inced gooey) guy?
Aoz why, if he's the na-
fim’s wp DOS man, is ke
rermig A rather puny 286?
Foar of 1ns will make
semse wet o George Bush,
she l3zged on 10 his White
Ho 15e computer for the
fizs: tiome thes week. But in
o wrduzicy wheve massive
fortunes: are made by guys
who speak a techno-babble
vuds rstood dy few mortals,
where wour eotire way of

— —thinking,—working—and- - |

dremiag can be deduced
from ycur cheioe of comput-
<, tkese are pressing ques-
tions. And yesterday, the

-—-mation's-tech-heads were — |’

come his fear of interface, to declare
: his days as a “computer iiterate” be-
* hind him.

—This toak a lot of guts,” said Jona-
than Sacks, publisher and president of
InfoWorld, a publication that covers
corporate compyting. “By the time
you become a chief executive of a
company or a nation, you feel you're
prefty smart and. soghisticated, and
driving a comgputer for the first time
is like riding a bicycle for the first

‘g‘:‘.‘clfsf A‘ﬂﬁf 36, [TV

running WordPerfect 5.0 word-pro-
cessing software—was not 3 postrait

" of technological grace. As he told the

tional Academy of Scien

L Wednesday: *¥ leéined to tum one on.”

Push the button down here and one’:
up here with a green thing oa . And

7} out came a command te somebody

%) that 1 had wrilten out. | pushed the
button. 1 was worried what might
happen up there. But it was fun and I

nning spreadalieets on the (ederal
putting out a Poénts of Light

modeming _

mous typewritten personal notes. But
if he wants to go beyond sisaply writ-
ng oun his PC—and a Whife House
spokesman confirmed yestecday that
Bush “did 2 memo today, some corve-

IBM wouldn’t confirm it, and neither

woauld the White House, not wanting

to appear to be endorsing a produdt.
. Whatever the case, Bush is surely us-
ing a DOS version of WordPerfect
sofiware; the Utah-based company
confinmed that it was the Executive
Office supgliec. WordPesfect, which
already claims 600 million users
worldwide, and 67 perceat of the

: u% keep it up” 1
R it, the man wiil be

(And also the saftware of Oliver
North, a company spokiespersoa acci-
dentally divulged.)

But Mac pesple—young Califor-

neans who make the Apple and Macin-.

tosh conputers and come to wark in
jeans when they're not surfing—say
they aren’t damted. The Macintosh

spoudence; obviously be's gotten be= ~doiag away with arcane DOS (disk op-
yord just turning it on"—then the erating system) commands and sub-
question arises; Is George an IBM or  stituting icons: little pictures of

time: You look like a total idiot, you

Mac kind of user?

—

feel t

- History-will-record- that-the- presi-—

wastebaskets and (e folders, arows
and clocks. Apple pioneered the

" . MS-DOS language, are now inuse i Graphical Uger laterface—the goo-
dent’s first effort oa his persoaalcom-  the executive branch, 2nd the presi-  ey—which was like giving a comput-
puter—apgarently an IBM AT (286)  dent is assumed to be using ¢ue, But er a dose of LSD: It let the computer

“tures He'llneed amouse:

e

make pictires, opening up incvedible
new reaims of color and sound . ..
angd Creativity,

(Gorby, it should be uoted, isa Mac
man. The company gave him one.)

“If the peesident were using a Mac,
he would be leaming the system faat-
er; he would be learning maore appli-
cations that would allow him to be
much more creative and much moee
productive,” said Cindy McCaffrey,
spokeswoman for Apple Computer -
fnc., with, perhape, a trace of envy.
“He’d be having a heck of a lot of fun.”

Fun in the (val Office. Pretty soon
peaple would stop wearing ties—aor
veearing ties [ike the ones on “thuty-
something.” (As publisher Sacks
pomted o, “The GUI is sup-
posed to be used by touchy-feely type
of people. DOS i3 not the kinder, gea- -

tler vevsion of computer.”) Bush can

TecTome i
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g0 gooey withoul' 3 Mac, but he'li 2

need a more powerful machine than -
the one he has now. He'll need a 386
te yun Windows, the software that atk--
fows DOS machines to do fancy pic-

Then he can really experience the
Vision Thing.

M
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THE WHITE HOUSE 2
WASH!NGTC:\AN( 2“ P 4
May 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER 4/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Saturn School of Tomorrow

We have reviewed the attached presidential remarks from a
policy standpoint and have noted several suggestions on the
attached draft.

Assunming that we will transmit the AMERICA 2000 Excellence
in Education Act to the Congress this week, this draft should be
re-worked to reflect the transmittal and to refer to specifics of
the legislation.

Flease let us know if you have any questions or if we may
help in any other way.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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Document No,_23942288
\

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

1
\
‘DATE:__5/20/91 Acnowconcunaeuwconhmm DUEBY:_5/20/,91 4:00 p.m,

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS; SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
= " . TS - ] l H

ACTION FYi _ 1] | ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 ' MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU O, 0 | l PETERSMEYER O
SCOWCROFT {, o EPORTEW
DARMAR ¥ O  ROGICH , b/ ._
BRADY e " SMITH v’
BROMLEY ==  UNTERMEVER O
CARD e / i ROGERS| _ | 0
DEMAREST / O iisuow ___ O
FITZWATER O p/ L o
GRAY v = - 0
HOLIDAY { a) —_— O

/REMARKS:

Please forward YQur comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,
nc later than 4:00 p.m., 'I'ODAY, MONDAY MAY (20, with a copy fo this
office. Thank you.

. RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKAS IATURN SCHOOL OF !OKQRROI
87. PAUL, MN i
WEDNESBDAY, MAY 22, 1951
1145 P.K.

|

|

Good afternocon. Thank you very much for that wfrm welconma.
Qur Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander ((other Fabinct?));
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of Congress; Mayor
((name) ) ; community leaders, teachers, and my fallow|students.

((possible computer joka.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Alexander, to

. , . |
discuss with you a vital subject: Americar leadership. For if we

want America to remain a force for geod in the world

|
of free markets and free people ... the land Pf democracy and

«+s the hone

.« opportunity ... we must lead the way in educational innovatioen.
s ¢
our atrategy is called "America 2000."

Anrsn 2000, : . ! |
With &7 we challenge all the methods and means of the past.

Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.

Oliver Wendell Homes once wrota: "I find the great thiﬁq in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction wa are
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometxmes with
the wind and sometimas against it =-- but we must sai%, and not
drift, nor lie at anchor.®

With America 2000, we are not simply s:zLding a% anchor.

we've shovaed off and set sail. From now on, buuinesT-as-usual

Jwiti-be—veryunusual. In citiss across this ration,ipeople have
. ] -
|
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gtarted changing the American school. They khaw that thera have

bean encugh studiss and commissions and blua=-ribbon Eanels. The

time for talk is long gone. | i

Tt's time we got down to the business of new schools for a
new world. Wa took the first step whin, witq the NaLion's
Governors, wae established the six National Education Goals and
gset the clock ticking for the end of this decade -- and the end

of the status quo.

Those goals are: f£irst, to ensure that every child starts

school ready to learn; second, to raise the high school

graduation rate to 90 percent; third,ansura that every American

studant leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades can demonstrate

PN
competetance in five core subjects; fourth,Amake our students

Y

first in the werld in math and science; fift?,rensure that every

American adult is literate and has the skills necessary to

compate in the global economy; and sixzth,*free everX American

school from drugs and violence so that learn+ng canltake place.

our challenge now is one of reinventing|the. cl

,call it creating “Wew Amserican Schoolsa" -- for the year 2000 and

.beyend. It's just one part of our America 2000 strategy to meet

those six Iofty goals. No one says it will be easy. But it's a

ssroom -- I -

. |
battle for cur future that we must -- and will -- win.

For today's students, we're designing better and more

aceountable schools ... for tomorrow'!s students, we're creating a

new generation of schools ... for the rest of us --| today's

workforce, and yssterday's students -- we'rs| transforming America
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into a nation of students, lifelong learners ¢ho continue to grow

and explore every day. 2nd finally, all across this‘nation,
parents, teachers and neighbors getting together in 7ommunities
where learning can happen. } 1

| We're talking about breaking the mold -- building for the
“Next American Century. Reinventing =-=- literally staﬁting from
the bottom up«E:d}Build new schools -- not with bricﬂa and mortar
but with gquestions asked, and ildeas proposed, and ch4nces taken.
We'ra looking at avery possible way to make schools getter.

|
That's why I've come here to Minnesota. |Just den the river

from this hiuff, stands St. Paul's first school -- a‘crnwdnd one-

room log cabin that Mra. Rumsey first called to order nearly 150
|

v
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wildérnass soon
transformed into 2 sprawling economy, bullt on rail lines and

grain mills, the center of the agricultural enpira called the
Midwest. _ '[

These dayn, Minnésotz still is the land of oppoﬁtunity for

,many: small business startups gensrate most jobs in the Twin
cities, from agriculture to medicine to transportation. It's
called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota Lemains‘a picneer,
leadinq the nation in educational choice == quarantaeing that
every family in the gstate has the cholce of which publ;c school
thair children will attend. Minnesotans know;that oducation
mOAns opp@ttunity, and teachers and studnnts from all over the

country are modeling classrooms after the one? in Minnesota.
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Earlier today, I went to just such a clafaroom. They call

: |
it the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here in downtown st.
|

Paul. Frank;y, I was a bit surprised by the blace ik go much
technology, such young kids -- but then at my| age, they all look
young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I wanted to sLa a high-
tech machina used for “Eypercard" -- I askad &f that‘was
something for my fribbilating heart.))
Let me share with yeu the basic idea behhnd the Saturn

School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school,| with 300 middle-

school students coming from all over the district. Fach morning,

they arrive at an old ¥YWCA building ready to learn on state-of-
the-art tachnologies: computers that teach reading a?d math;
videodise systems that access libraries and encyclopedias;

1
alternative classrooms in scisnce and art musfums th%t give kids

hands-on learning. The curriculum includes c%re subﬁacts, yet is

designed to respond to a changing world =-- onF of gl%bal
communications, computer programming, chemist?y, personal

wellness and community volunteering. l

Let me tell you a true story that happangd when!the founder
of Control Data, Willlam Norris, stopped by the Satu¥n School to
gee the fourth and fifth graders at work. He notioaé that one
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor to a madek car he had
puilt. A fourth grader nearby was on the computer connected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was| going on.
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stop," said ﬁhe fourth-grader.

.gchool are amazing.

attendanca at the PTA zo far.

The White Housg~

_—
|
1

5

|
"I'm writing the computer progréh to maﬂc the ch gtart and

¥Mr. Norris asked him how that .

worked, and the boy explained the first few steps and stopped.

So Mr. Norrie =-- the haad of Control Data, now

to kesp going, so he could get a few more details.

- askad him

"Gosh," said

the fourth grader to the other, "What's the matter with this guy?

He doasn't seem to understand anything about computers!"

While I'va only had two computer lessons, lt doasn't take

thae head of Control Data to rsalize that these kids

It dossn't leok like a regular

and this

gchool -- no

old-fashioned deszks, just kids on the floor, playing with "mice"

l .
~= learned that term in my computer class. It daesq’t sound lika

Teach. High Touch." 2and that's bscause it %sn't a

truly a school of the 21st Century. |

Xidz want to ba thersa —-- they've cho&enlthe school

a regular school == in fact, its motte is "High Tecﬂ. High

regular

gchool == it broke the mold in Am@ri@aneduc%tion, and it is

themselves. Parsnts want to participate -- 100 percent

And the community wants it te

succeed -~ the idea for it came from a varliety of sourcas,

launching it was the result of much hard work by Sat
businessmen, and teachers from othar science|magnet
kesping it going depends on business community suppc

technical and human resscurces.

urn atatf,
schosle., And
yrt, with its

. |
Wa don't know what tomorrow holds for the Satan School,

bacause all new ideas involve risks. It may fail, pbut it nay

2024566218:# 17
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algo succsed. If it works, others will follow. And Saturn will

have begun a voyage in the American exparitn&o. When that

many mora New American Schools. The New Generation

~happens, communities all ac¢ross this country will bégin opening

of Schools

have have been born. And ve will have begun & new éhapto: in our

history.

"Nothing can happen unless first a dream," it's been said.

The American draam is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.

Americans.

‘Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for zll

Again, thank you so much for havingx%o your woqderful school

today. I wish you the hest in your work. God blesé each and

FEE.

1
@
1

|

.
"

v



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW/MARY KATE GRANT

FROM: John S. Gardner %

SUBJECT: Saturn School Remarks

This is a fine speech. I am, however, somewhat concerned
about what the implication of the President's remarks would be,
given the nature of this school.

I understand that the school is very non-traditional (no
grades, etc.). There is a place for schools like this for
children who would flourish in such an environment (I'd probably
wilt), but most parents would probably blanch at the thought of
their children attending such a school. That having been said,
is it really a good idea to call this school "a school of the
21st century"? Again, calling it a "wonderful" school may imply
a value judgment we're better off not making. Perhaps "special
school" would be better.

Part of the problem with the experimentation theme, of
course, is that we are dealing with children's lives -- that's
why while we can encourage experimentation, we also need to be
pretty certain about what we think does work. This includes
knowledge about certain core areas, conformity with the National
Education Goals, and the like. Experimentation is not a virtue
for its own sake -- you can't just design a New American School;
it has to conform to certain criteria -- but is instead directed
towards a particular end (i.e. excellence in education), and
designed with a particular purpose (here, computers are the
theme; other schools might focus on art or sciences).

In short, the argument should not just be about methods of
learning -- that's fighting the battle on someone else's field
-- but also about content. What do we want our schools to teach,
no matter what kind of schools they are? What are the goals for
our education system?

Of course, these comments don't reflect on the quality of
your work. I hope they're helpful in suggesting some language
you may want to add to this speech to generalize its message.

Thanks.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
8T. PAUL, MN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991

7 %? 1:45 P.M.

Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that warm welcome.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander ((other Cabinet?));
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of Congress; Mayor
((name)); community leaders, teachers, and my fellow students.
((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Alexander, to
discuss with you a vital subject: American leadership. For if we
want America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home
of free markets and free people ... the land of democracy and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in educational innovation.
Our strategy to do it is called "America 2000."

With it, we challenge all the methods and means of the past.
Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the great thing in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we are
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with
the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must sail, and not
drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply standing at anchor.
We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, business-as-usual

will be very unusual. In cities across this nation, people have
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started changing the American school. They know that there have

been enough studies and commissions and blue-ribbon panels. The

time for talk is long gone.

It's time we got down to the business of new schools for a

new world. We took the first step when, with the Nation's

Governors, we established the six National Education Goals and

set the clock ticking for the end of this decade --| and the end

of the status quo.

Those goals are: first, to ensure that every child starts

school ready to learn; second, to raise the high school

graduation rate to 90 percent; third, ensure

student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades

that every American

can demonstrate

competgﬁhnce in five core subjects; fourth, make our students

first in the world in math and science; fifth, ensure that every

American adult is literate and has the skills necessary to

compete in the global economy; and sixth, free every American

|
|
school from drugs and violence so that learni

Our challenge now is one of reinventing

beyond. 1It's just one part of our America 20
those six lofty goals. . No one says it will b

battle for our future that we must -- and wil

ng can take place.

the classroom -- I

call it creating "New American Schools" -- for the year 2000 and

00 strategy to meet
e easy. But it's a

1l -- win.

For today's students, we're designing better and more

accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we're creating a

new generation of schools ... for the rest of

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're

us -- today's

transforming America
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into a nation of students, lifelong learners who continue to grow
and explore every day. And finally, all across this nation,
parents, teachers and neighbors getting together in communities
where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold -- building for the
Next American Century. Reinventing -- literally starting from
the bottom up and build new schools -- not with bricks and mortar
but with questions asked, and ideas proposed, and chances taken.
We're looking at every possible way to make schools better.

That's why I've come here to Minnesota. Just down the river
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first school -- a crowded one-
room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to order nearly 150
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wilderness soon
transformed into a sprawling economy, built on rail lines and
grain mills, the center of the agricultural empire called the
Midwest. C A/WM( K(%“' m ?J

These days, Minnesota still is the land of opportunity for
many: small business startups generate most jobs in the Twin
Cities, from agriculture to medicine to transportation. 1It's
called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota remains a pioneer,
leading the nation in educational choice -- guaranteeing that
every family in the state has the choice of which public school
their children will attend. Minnesotans know that education
means opportunity, and teachers and students from all over the

country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
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Earlier today, I went to just such a classroom

it the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here

Paul. Frankly, I was a bit surprised by the

in dow

place

technology, such young kids =-- but then at my age,

young.

tech machine used for "HyperCard" -- I asked

something for my fribbilating heart.))

. They call
ntown St.

... SO much

they all look

((In fact, someone asked me if I wanted to see a high-

if that was

|
Let me share with you the basic idea behind the Saturn

School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school) with 300 middle-

school students coming from all over the district.

they arrive at an old YWCA building ready to

Each morning,

learn on state-of-

the~-art technologies: computers that teach reading and math;

videodisc systems that access libraries and encyclopedias;

alternative classrooms in science and art museums that give kids

hands-on learning. The curriculum includes core subjecfs, yet is

designed to respond to a changing world -- one of global

communications, computer programming, chemistry,

wellness and community volunteering.

personal

Let me tell you a true story that happeﬁed when the founder

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by the Saturn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He

|
|

noticed that one’

fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor to a model car he had

built. A fourth grader nearby was on the com

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was

puter connected to

going

on.
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"I'm writing the computer program to make the car start and
stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris asked him how that
worked, and the boy explained the first few steps and stopped.

So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Data, now -- asked him
to keep going, so he could get a few more details. "Gosh," said
the fourth grader to the other, "What's the matter with this guy?
He doesn't seem to understand anything about computers!"

While I've only had two computer lessons, it doesn't take
the head of Control Data to realize that these kids and this
school are amazing. It doesn't look like a regular school -- no
old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor, playing with "mice"
-- learned that term in my computer class. It doesn't sound like
a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tech. High
Teach. High Touch." And that's because it isn't a regular
school -- it broke the mold in American educatien, and it is
truly a school of the 21st Century.[W'M ?WM /,J

Kids want to be there -- they've chosen the school
themselves. Parents want to participate -- 100 percent
attendance at the PTA so far. And the community wants it to
succeed -- the idea for it came from a variety of sources,
launching it was the result of much hard work by Saturn staff,
businessmen, and teachers from other science magnet schools. And
keeping it going depends on business community support, with its
technical and human resources.

We don't know what tomorrow holds for the Saturn School,

because all new ideas involve risks. It may fail, but it may
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also succeed. If it works, others will foll
have begun a voyage in the American experien
happens, communities all across this country
many more New American Schools. The New Gen
have have been born. 2And we will have begun

history.

ow. And S8aturn will

ce. When that

will begin opening

eration of Schools

a new chapter in our

"Nothing can happen unless first a drea%," it's been said.

The American dream is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.

Now it's time for us to make that Dream come
Americans.

Again, thank you so much for having to
today. I wish you the best in your work. G

every one of you.

# # #

true for all

your wonderful school

od bless each and
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May 20, 1991
Mr. Fred McClure ' ‘
Spacial Assistant te the Preasident .
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Fred:

A8 you know, this weak’s visit to the by the Frasident and
Secretary Alexandar to the Saturn School in St% Paul has provoked
considerable excitement among educators, governmental lofficiale
and many others in Minnesote. We are honowed and proud to be
selected as the site for a Presidentisl visit on the zame day
that such an important new initiative is being launched.

From the contacts that your advance people havg already made, I'm
sure you ara racelving no shortage of advice and suggestions on
how to make thié a positive and enlightening trip for the
Praesident. ‘

Lat me add a few thoughts -- from the perspective of a Senator
who strongly supports the President’s education initiatives and
who has bean closaly associated with many of the education retorm
initiatives in Minnesota which make this such a| logical atate ta
viailt., As you know, ! have alsc been a strong suppoxter of the
broadest possible range of educational choices, including public
suppert for parents who chooss private and parochial schocls.

Let me divide my substantive recommendations into thraee points:

This legislation I’m referring to authoriges the creation of new
chartered schools &t the initlative of parents ﬁnd teachers.

The President and/cr sscretary should mantion tﬂi- iniviative
because it sets down some important principles that could be of
value in designing the "how" and "what" of the New American
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fichoolg envisioned by tha President’s initiative. But, there are
number ¢f vexy important subtleties regagding thae bac#gzound and
context of this legislation that need to b& communicated to the
pexson dzrafting remarks.

That’'s been a political necessity heres, a rea%ity that even
strong traditional supportexrs of private schools like me have
come to realize. -

At the same time, the President and Secratary mast underatand how
Minnesota’s aducation reform leaders have heen very creative in
‘broadening tha definition of public schools to meke it possible

- for many new community-based, teacher-initiated lea:n%nq sites to

be oreatsd. !

That’s lmportant to know from two perspectives| -- first that
other Initiatives and schools than Saturn must be mentioned. Sat-
urn is ona of dozens of equally appropriate sitee in Minnesots at

which the Preszident could have chosen to anacunce his initiative.

And,; sectond, the President must be careful not te claim a direct
1ink between what Minnesota has done and any of his private (ee=-
pecially sectarian) school choice initiatives,

.0f coursg, the President will want to call attention to all hias
initiatives, including those dealing with privata school choice.
‘But, it would be neither accurate nor credible to state that the
private/sactarian school choice initiatives he| is offezing have
thelr zroets in Minnesota.

That’'s also an impoxrtant argument to use_with Lumocraés back in
washington -~ ie: “Demo in Minnesota\ar# among the strong-
2gt advocatan ice, deap itien £r7m teachers

uniong, 1It‘’s something you should , teo."

Much of this is captured in the attached talking points which I'm
submitting for your transmittal to whom ever is doing]the
President’s and/or Secretary’s remarks. ‘

Keadless to say, I stand ready to offer whntavér additional

.advice or assistance in making this a successful visit that I

can. For “hands=on" help in drafting and raac#ing to Minnesota-
specilic remarks for elther the President or Secretary Alexander,
1 hope your speschwriter will be in touch with!Jon Schroeder, my

i
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staff sotnber who is clossst to Minneecta’s td¢aatinn reform
lgadership. Jon can be reachad at 612=-370-3382 or 612-928-0277.

AS & parsenal favor, I would also appraciate having Jon, who is
my diréctor of policy development, agd Alice Negzratti, my Minnes-
ota chief of staff, included in some W some portilon of the
President’s visit te Minnesota. ~

DAVE DURENBERGER
U.8. SQnator
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1. I've come to Minnesota today to help,launcA ny Amgriea 2000
initiative because Minnesota has done more than any other state
to change the way we deliver sducation to america's kids.

*v Minnesota has the nation‘’s first statawide Public achool
choice program., '

** Juniors and Seniors in Minnesota can attend public and private
colleges and technical schoole under the gstate’'s Post~Secondary
Options progranm,

i Diuadvnnéagod and at rigk kide are now attending more than a
hundrad different Area Learning Centers and Publie andjprivate

Alternative Educatien Programs run by -- or under contract with
== #chool districts all over the state,

** Soma of these new schools aAreé run by community groups like the
Minneapolie Ushan League. Others arg specially degigned to deal
with kids who have drug, aleochel, or other critical problems.

** New work-site public 8chools have also been qtarted in
Minnesota with help from major employers like Firat Bank st,
Paul, Honeywell, and the Dayton-Hudseon Corporation.

¢ And, Parents and teachers have Joined forces to create new and

innovative public schools "from scrstch" . achools like Saturn

here in st, Paul, and the Public School Academy and Chi#on (KX~

RON) School in Minneapelis. Some of Minnesota’s|most innovative
{: schools are Tural areas, as well == in émall towna liﬁgiggg£5:>

Miltona, ’
<

2. -80, the Saturn Schoel 1g just one of dozans of placqs &ll

over Minnesota I could have visited today that help demenatrate

new and different ways of teaching and learning -- one of the

Prime goals of Americs 2000,

(nore here on what'a unigue and positive about Satuyn, Stressing
that it’g one of naAny ways being tried in Minnesota and alsawhere
te change how teaching and learning is structured| and delivared)

3. I came to Minnesota today partly to recognize what you'va
done alraady te expand choices and create new schools. gut, I
aiso want to call attention to two new ideas Btill on the

‘horizon.

**t The first is legislatien adopted at the end of |thig
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legislative session allewing new achools atarted by parzents and
teachers to be “chartered* by local school boards.

~*% These new schools will get the same federal, statel, and local
funding as any other public scheol. But, once chartered, thees
new schools will be free of moat of the rules and regulations
that do 80 much to stifle creativity among botP teachers and

kids.

** The second exciting thing now happening in kinnesotn is the
state’'s policy of moving away frem rigid rules| and mandates and
in the direction of what you're calling ‘“outcome-based
aducatdion. |

% That's where we have to bs headed == away fLom gounting
‘eradits and hours and degrees, and rapidly toward mastering
spacified e¢kills that prepare sach one of us tT succeed in lifs.
4. Finally, let me say a word about hew all of this has come toc
pass here in Minnesota -- another good lesson for those of us in

‘Washington. . |

|
** Minnesota has always placed a high value on | both education and
innovation. I quess I first saw that more than twenty years ago
when I served in the U.S. House of Representatives with your
former Goveznor Al Qulie.

*¥ In education, Minneacta has also always placed a high value on
bi-partisanship. I knew you have good scraps here between

Republicans and Demovcrste on taxes and spending and a lot of the
tough problemes we face at all levels of government.,

*¢ But, on education «- on innovatione like choice, and Saturn,
\//’ and chartered schools, and ocutcome based education == there

haven't been any Democrate and Rapublicans in Hinnesota =- just a

lot of good people who want to do the right thing for thair kids.

*+ Over the last ten years, Al Quie, Rudy Perpiﬁh, and now Atne
Carlson have all buen strong advocates for Lhe innovations in
educetion I'm here today to help salute. |

** And, there’s been bi-partisan leadership in the state legislia-
ture on each of the initiatives I‘ve mentioned ~- Republicans and
‘Democrats, working together to help kids gain the skills they
need to pucceed in the work place..., and throughout their lives.
** But, it’'s not just bi-partisan support fzom £ub1ic gfficiule.
‘V .You’ve had strong support for educational reform from the busi-
ﬁ% nens community, from parents, from educaters, a#d £rom nationally
known esducation reform leaders -- like Ted XKolderie (COLD=-ER-EE)
Qw%i. and Joe Nathan, who serves on my Educational Advigory Committesa.
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** That’'s the kind of cosperxative epirit that the. amert
é::;::;iva ean help bring ¢¢ every community all écroascghgooo

*# It’s & lesson wa can lesrn from in Washington, as well.
CONCLUSION RE-REFERENCING THE AMERICA 2000 INITIATIVE.

** Legislation implementing this initiative is being int
‘ roduced
é:v:hguS:ng:ess (today/tomprrgw). I'm pleaased thatgyourISanator,
nbergex, servas con the Senate Committes ¢
conaidering my bill, jiat will be
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] -WHIPE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

| WA E
DATE: 5/20/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/20/91 D.M.
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O M MCCLURE { O
SUNUNU O, O PETERSMEYER O 0
SCOWCROFT / O PORTER / a
DARMAN v’ - ROGICH m/ 0
BRADY O { | SMITH O
BROMLEY o O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD O / ROGERS O
DEMAREST / O SHOW O
FITZWATER O / o -
GRAY v - O O
HOLIDAY { O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 4:00 p.m., TODAY, MONDAY MAY 20, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

s fee lomronts P4 Pl

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Good afternoon.
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also succeed. If it works, others will follow. And Saturn will

have begun a voyage in the American experience. When that

happens, communities all across this country
i

will begin opening

many more New American Schools. The New Gekeration of Schools

have have been born. And we will have begun

history.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS8: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
8T. PAUL, MN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991
1:45 P.M.

Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that warm welcome.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander ((other Cabinet?));
Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of Congress; Mayor
((name) ) ; community leaders, teachers, and my fellow students.
((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Alexander, to
discuss with you a vital subject: American leadership. For if we
want America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home
of free markets and free people ... the land of dembcracy and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in educational innovation.
Our strategy to do it is called '"America 2000."

With it, we challenge all the methods and means of the past.

. f 4fr:u[44l, 47 vy Saivry Sehow/ Temeorrow,

Here 1n St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the great thing in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we are
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with
the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must sail, and not
drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply standing at anchor.
We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, business-as-usual

will be very unusual. In cities across this nation, people have
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started changing the American school. They know that there have
been enough studies and commissions and blue-ribbon panels. The
time for talk is long gone.

It's time we got down to the business of new schools for a
new world. We took the first step when, with the Nation's
Governors, we established the six National Education Goals and
set the clock ticking for the end of this decade -- and the end
of the status quo.

Those goals are: first, to ensure that every child starts
school ready to learn; second, to raise the hﬁg school

Wlo |ow&a syave S
graduation rate to 90 percent; third, ensure that every American
student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades can demonstrate
competetance in five core subjects; fourth, make our students
first in the world in math and science; fifth, ensure that every
American adult is literate and has the skills necessary to
compete in the global economy; and sixth, free every American
school from drugs and violence so that learning can take place.

Our challenge now is one of reinventing the classroom -- I
call it creating '""New American Schools'" -- for the year 2000 and
beyond. 1It's just one part of our America 2000 strategy to meet
those six lofty goals. No one says it will be easy. But it's a
battle for our future that we must -- and will -- win.

For today's students, we're designing better and more
accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we're creating a
new generation of schools ... for the rest of us -- today's

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're transforming America
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into a nation of students, lifelong learners who continue to grow
and explore every day. And finally, all across this nation,
parents, teachers and neighborgfg;tting together in communities
where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold -- building for the

Next American Century. Reinventing -- literally starting from

;the bottom up and build new schools -- not with bricks and mortar

" but with questions asked, and ideas proposed, and chances taken.

We're looking at every possible way to make schools better.

That's why I've come here to Minnesota. Just down the river
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first school -- a crowded one-
room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to order nearly 150
years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wilderness soon -
transformed into a sprawling economy, built on rail.lines and
grain mills, the center of the agricultural empire called the
Midwest.

These days, Minnesota still is the land of opportunity for
many: small business startups generate most jobs in the Twin
Cities, from agriculture to medicine to transportation. It's
called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota remains a pioneer,
leading the nation in educational choice -- guaranteeing that
every family in the state has the choice of which public school
their children will attend. Minnesotans know that education
means opportunity, and teachers and students from all over the

country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
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Earlier today, I went to just such a classrooA. They call
it the saturn School of Tomorrow, right here in downtown St.

Paul. Frankly, I was a bit éurprised by the place|... so much

technology, such young kids -- but then at my age, they all look
young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I wanted to see a high-
tech machine used for "HyperCard" -- I asked if thét was
something for my fribbilating heart.))

Let me share with you the basic idea behind the Saturn

School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school, with |300 middle-

school students coming from all over the district. | Each morning,

they arrive at an old YWCA building ready to learn on state-of-

the-art technologies: computers that teach reading |and math;

videodisc systems that access libraries and |encyclopedias;
alternative classrooms in science and art museums that give kids

hands-on learning. The curriculum includes core subjects, yet is

designed to respond to a changing world -- cne of global
communications, computer programming, chemi%try, personal
wellness and community volunteering. |

Let me tell you a true story that happened when the founder

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by:Fhe Saturn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. Hé noticed that one
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor to a model car he had
built. A fourth grader nearby was on the computer connected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was going| on.
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also succeed. If it works, others will follow. And S8aturn will
have begun a voyage in the American experience. When that
happens, communities all across this country will begin opening
many more New American Schools. The New Generation of Schools
have have been born. And we will have begqun a new chapter in our
history.

"Nothing can happen unless first a dream," it's been said.
The American dream is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.
Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for all
Americans. (13

Again, thank you so much for havimg;Lo your wonderful school 7
today. I wish you the best in your work. God bless each and

every one of you.

###



Grant/Cawley
May 20, 1991
A:SATURN / Draft two

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
8ST. PAUL, MN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1991
1:45 P.M.

Good afternoon. Thank you very much for that warm welcome.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander ((other Cabinet?));
Gozgfnor[%:fggih; distinguished Members of Congress; Mayor
((name)); community leaders, teachers, and my fellow students.
((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Alexander, to
discuss with you a vital subject: American leadership. For if we
want America to remain a force for good in the world ... the home
of free markets and free people ... the land of democracy and
opportunity ... we must lead the way in educational innovation.
Our strategy to do it is called "America 2000."

With it, we challenge all the methods and means of the past.
Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the country into the future.
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find the great thing in this
world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we are
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with
the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must sail, and not
drift, nor lie at anchor."

With America 2000, we are not simply standing at anchor.
We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, business-as-usual

will be very unusual. In cities across this nation, people have
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started changing the American school.
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Earlier today, I went to just such a classroon.
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~school are amazing. It doesn't look like a regular
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"I'm writing the computer program to make the ¢

stop," said the fourth-grader. Mr. Norris asked hi

ar start and

im how that

worked, and the boy explained the first few steps and stopped.

So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control DaFa,,now

to keep going, so he could get a few more de%ails.

—— asked him

"Gosh," said

the fourth grader to the other, "What's the matter with this guy?

He doesn't seem to understand anything about‘compute
While I've only had two computer lesson%, it do

the head of Control Data to realize that theée kids

old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor, playing
== learned that term in my computer class. It doesn
a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tech
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And that's because it isn't a reqular

school -- it broke the mold in American education, and it is

truly a school of the 21st Century.

Kids want to be there -- they've chosen the school

themselves. Parents want to participate -- 1?0 percent

attendance at the PTA so far. 1

And the community wants it to

succeed -- the idea for it came from a variety of sources,

launching it was the result of much hard wdrk'by Saturn staff,

businessmen, and teachers from other science magnet schools. And

keeping it going depends on business communit% supporit, with its

technical and human resources.

We don't know what tomorrow holds for the Saturn School,

because all new ideas involve risks.

It may fail, but it may
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also succeed. If it works, others will follow. And Saturn will
have begqun a voyage in the American experience. When that
happens, communities all across this country|will begin opening
many more New American Schools. The New Generation | of Schools

have have been born. And we will have begun a new chapter in our

history.
"Nothing can happen unless first a drea%," it's been said.
The American dream is one of opportﬁnity, fréedom and leadership.
. Now it's time for us to make that Dream come|true for all
Americans. |
Again, thank you so much for having to %our wonderful school
today. I wish you the best in your work. God blesg each and

|

every one of you.

# # #
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MEMORANDUM
TO: TONY SNOW
MARY KATE GRANT
FROM: CAROLYN CAWLEY
RE: PREADVANCE TO ST. PAUL, MN
Events: Visit Saturn School of Tomorrow

Speech in front of the St. Paul Public Library

Date: Wednesday, May 22

Time: Approximately 1:45 p.m.
Attendees: Approximately 1,000
Prompter: Yes
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SATURN SCHOOL OF TOMORROW, ST. PAUL, MN

o

Basic Information (( See attached summary as well ))

-~ Model of choice schools in Minnesota |

-—- A magnet school in the city public school system.
Parents shop around to find the school most sulted to their
child -- students are picked by lottery.. No academic
criteria -- has a very diverse student body About 40%
minority population.

-~ It was formed by a collaborative effort of the teachers
union, parent, and business community.

~- Only one of its kind in the nation

-- The school just opened in January. Currently serves
grades 4-7 -- plans to add up to grade 12

-- 100% attendance at PTA meetings.

About the curriculum

-- a "break the mold" teaching model

-- an integral part of the schools ratlonale is its
downtown location. It's aim is to 1nc1ude downtown
resources -- IE: art classes are held at the museum,
science classes are held at the science museum, reading

is taught at the public library. These are not field trips,
but alternative classrooms. "

—- students are grouped by interest and. 1nd1v1dua1 ability
rather than grade level. Each student develops a personal
growth plan in conjunction with his or her teacher and
parents; it consists of decisionmaking in their class
schedule and what they want to take -- lessons |in goal
setting. They are not graded.

-- the architecture of the place is very modern, wide open
spaces for "group" stuff. Very non tradltlonal Each room
has a computer for each student, and they are all proficient
users. They learn the tradltlonal lessons -- math
geography, etc. with new fangled computer programs with
color and sound. They say the stuff is: "technology
intensive, but not technology intrusive." It has been fully
financed with public school funds.
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THE SPEECH

-- the school slogan, which advance discussed as the
backdrop: "High Tech. High Teach. High Touch."

-- computer designed signs hang all over the hallways:
"Respect All People at Saturn".

i

The speech will be delivered on the steps/lawn of the St.
Paul Public Library. It faces the Mississippi River and
Pigs Eye Island, the first settlement of St. Paul.

There was some concern about an explicit Presidential
endorsement of this school. While it does exemplify school
choice and new teaching methods (preparing students for a
technology oriented world, etc.), some of their; ideas were
considered a bit radical...and because it has oply been in
existence a short time, they have no track record.

The President will visit 3 rooms at the school -- watching a
computer design for moveable Lego projects, and
participating in a classroom brainstorming session done via
computers. He will then go the Library, a few blocks away
to deliver the speech. It is suggested that he not detail
the school as much as national education -- perhaps
referring to his visit at the school in .a rather benign way,
then go on to the big picture. '




= /
)’/4/7,; /;fmf w 7 d @

" Y5 "N 45,:7.’ Y3t p @
7¢;;/§ /’/A/ﬂ{"/ Wﬂ Z”f / MT; // /}' @

s Z:"fffy 4l
LT N 5a ¥ = 77
vip' fyen- sy -7l wp 5}’4{0/[!
yb [oy75 vy Af]
LA Vi sy ()



Grant/Cawley
1991

May 20,

A:SATURN / Draft two

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SATURN SCHOOL ; OF TOMORROW
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Good afternoon. Thank you very much fof that warm welcome.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander K(other

Governor Perpich; distinguished Members of Congress

Cabinet?));

°
/

Mayor

((name)); community leaders, teachers, and my fellow students.

((possible computer joke.))

I've come here today, along with Secretary Ale:

f

discuss with you a vital subject: American leadershj

want America to remain a force for good in the worlc

xander, to

ip. For if we

1 ... the honme

of free markets and free people ... the land of democracy and

i

opportunity ... we must lead the way in educational
Our strategy to do it is called "America 2000."
With it, we challenge all the methods and mean
Here in St. Paul, you are sailing the countr& into
Oliver Wendell Homes once wrote: "I find theégreat
world is not so much where we stand, as in what dir
moving: To reach the port of heaven, we must,sailis

the wind and sometimes against it -- but we must sa

drift, nor lie at anchor."

innovation.

~]

of the past.

the future.

thing in this

ection we are
ometimes with

il, and not

With America 2000, we are not simply standing at anchor.

We've shoved off and set sail. From now on, busine

will be very unusual. 1In cities across this nation

ss—as-usual

. people have
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started changing the American'school, They Enow that there have

" been enough studies and commissions and blue-ribbon panels. The

time for talk is long gone.
_»It'sltime we got down td the business of néw schools for a
new world. 'We took the first step when, with the Nation's
Governors,-we_established the six National Education Goals and
set the clock ticking fér the end of this decade -- and the end
of the status quo.
Those goals are: first, to ensure that every child starts

school ready to learn; second, to raise the high school

graduation rate to 90 percent; third, ensure fhat every American
student leaving the 4th, 8th and 12th grades Ean demonstrate
competetance in five core subjects; fourth, mgke our students
first in the world in math and science; fifth; ensure that every
American adult is literate and has the skills!neéessary to
compete in the global economy; and sixth, freé every|American
school from drugs and violence so that learnipg can take place.
Our challénge now is one of reinventing Fhe classroom =-- I
call it creating "New American Schools"™ -- for the year 2000 and
beyond. .It's just one part of our America 20@0 strategy to meet -
those six lofty goals. No one-says it will be easy.| But it's a
battle for our future that we must -- and will -- win.
For today's students, we're designing better and more
accountable schools ... for tomorrow's students, we're creating a

new generation of schools ... for the rest of us -- today's

workforce, and yesterday's students -- we're ﬁransforming America
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into a nation of students, lifelong learnersfwho"continue to grow
and explore every day. And finally, all across this nation,
parents, teachers and neighbors getting toge;her in communities
where learning can happen.

We're talking about breaking the mold --1building for the
Next American Century. Reinventing -~ literally starting from
thé bottom up and build new schools -- not with bricks and mortar
but with questions asked, and ideas proposed,, and chances taken.
We're looking at every possible‘way to make s#hools better.

Tﬁat's why I've come here to Minnesota. . Just down thé river
from this bluff, stands St. Paul's first school -- a|crowded one-

room log cabin that Mrs. Rumsey first called to order nearly 150

years ago. Back then, Minnesota was a desolate wilderness soon
transformed into a sprawling economy, built on rail lines and

grain mills, the center of the agricultural empire called the
Midwest. |
These days, Minnesota still is the land éf opportunity for
many: small business startups generate most jébs in the Twin
Cities, from agriculture to medicine to transéortation. It's
called the "Brainpower State," and Minnesota remains |a pioneer,
leading the nation in educational choice -- ggaranteeing that
every family in the state has the choice of which public school
their children will attend. Minnesotans know .that- education
means opportunity, and teachers.and students from all over the

country are modeling classrooms after the ones in Minnesota.
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Earlier foday, I went to just such a classroom. They call
it the saturn School of Tomorrow, right hereiin downtown St.
Paul. Frankly, I was a bit éurprised by the;place .l SO much
technology, such young kids -- but then at mi age, they all look
young. ((In fact, someone asked me if I'wahged to see a high-
tech machine used for "HypercCard" -- I asked if that| was
something for my fribbilating heart.))

Let me share with you the basic idea behind the| Saturn

School. Saturn is a city-wide magnet school,; with 300 middle-

séhool‘students coming from all over the district. Each morning,
they arrive at an old YWCA building ready to learn on state-of-
the-art technologies: computers that teach reading and math;
videodisc systems that éccess libraries and encyclopedias;'
alternative classrooms in science and art musgums tﬁat give kids
hands-on learning. The curriculum includes core subjects, yet is
designed to respond to a changing world -- oné of global
communications, computer programming, chemist?y, personal
wellness and community volunteering. i
Let me tell you a true story that happenéd when |the founder

of Control Data, William Norris, stopped by the Saturn School to

see the fourth and fifth graders at work. He noticed that one
fifth grader was busy wiring a small motor toia model car he had
built. A fourth grader nearby was on the computer connected to

the model car. Mr. Norris asked him what was going on.
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"I'm writing the computer program to maﬁe the c
stop," said the fourth-grader. I
worked, and the boy explained the first few §teps an
So Mr. Norris -- the head of Control Data, now

to keep going, so he could get a few more details.

the fourth grader to the other, "What's the ﬁatter W

He doesn't seem to understand anything about compute

While I've only had two computer lessoné, it do
the head of Control Data to realize that the%e kids
schéol are aﬁazing. It doesn't look like a regqular
old-fashioned desks, just kids on the floor, playing
-- learned that term in my computer class. IE doesn
a regular school -- in fact, its motto is "High Tech
Teach. High Tquch."‘ And that's because it ign't a‘
school -- it broke the mold in American educafion, a

truly a school of the 21st Century.

ar‘start and

Mr. Nérris'asked him how that

d stopped.

-- asked him
"Gosh," said
ith this guy?
rsin

esn't take
and this
school -- no
with "mice"
't sound 1like
. High
regular

nd it is

Kids want to be there -- they've chosen the sch
themselves. Parents want to participate -- 160 perc
attendance at the PTA so far. And the community wan

i

succeed -- the idea for it came from a variety of so

ool

ent

ts it to

urces,

launching it was the result of much hard work by Saturn staff,

businessmen, and teachers from other science magnet

keeping it going depends on business community suppor

technical and human resources.

We don't know what tomorrow holds for thé Saturr

because all new ideas involve risks.

schools. And

~t, with its

1 School,

It may fail, but it may
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also succeed. If it works, others will follow. And

Saturn will

have begun a voyage in the American experience. When that

happens, communities all across this country will begin opening

many more New American Schools. - The New Generation

of Schools

have have been born. 2And we will have begun'a new chapter in our

history.

"Nothing can happen unless first a dream," it's been said.

The American dream is one of opportunity, freedom and leadership.

Now it's time for us to make that Dream come true for all

Americans.

Again, thank you so much for having to four wonderful school

today. I wish you the best in_your work. God bless| each and

“every one of you.

# # #
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4. Satumm School of Tomorrow 1

In 1986, in his weekly New York Times column, Al Shanker wrote that "Perhaps
the most important step in revitalizing the [automobile] industry is the Saturn project.
It is designed to make believe that no one has ever made a car before and to start the
whole process from scratch~to reopen not just what the car should look like and bow
it should run but every question of producuon supplies, labor, relations, the role of
management.” That, Shanker argued, is what's needed in educatmn—'—an educational
Saturn project. Taken by this idea, Tom King and David Bennett set out to make it
happen. The result is the Saturn School of Tomorrow which opened‘m St. Paul, :
MN in the fall of 1989, The Saturn School of Tomotrow uses innovative approaches
in staffing, use of computers, and creation of individual lesson plans for students, It
groups students by interest and ability, rather than by grade level. And students go
to museums, libraries, and elsewhere in the community for lessons. Saturn enjoys
\ enthusiastic support from parents.

5. Lighthouse Project

In 1989 in Casper, Wyoming, Lamar Alexander called for the creation of “brand
new American Schools." The Casper business community responded to that
challenge by sponsoring a competition, open to anyone, to create mnovauve schools.
The compeuuon triggered a flurry of creative thinking, drawing 37 plroposals, from
which five winning "Lighthouse School" proposals were selected. Four of those
proposed schools are scheduled to open in the fall of 1991, with seed money from
the business community.

Yale child psychologist James Comer’s innovative school mpmvemeut process has
been adopted by a total of 165 elementary, middle and high schools, mcludmg
schools in Prince Georges County, Maryland and by all elementary schools in New
Haven, Connecticat. The "Comer process," which was first mplemented in 1968,
emphasizes team building with parents, comprehensive planning, staff development,
and continucus’ assessment of student progress. All Comer schools use a governance
structure that includes three components: a school planmng and management team, a
mental health team, and a parent group.
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Modem

running WordPerfect 5.0 word-pro-
cessing software—was not a portzait
of techniolagical grace. As he tol the
National Academy of _ Scxenge_gT

y All the

2 President’s

Ki) _
Modems
By Richard Leiby

Waal[m_:ztfm Post Slal’t Writer

Computer geeks want to
wow: Does the president
1o Windows? Is he a GUI
2 pronounced gooey) guy?

ind why, if he’s the na-
5~ on’s top DOS man, is he
¥ -unning a rather puny 2867
E None of this will make
(¥ ense yet to George Bush,
i vho logged on to his White

louse computer for the
‘6 irst time this week. But in
w 0 industry where massive
< srtunes are made by guys
U— ho speak a techno-babble
6 nderstood by few mortals,
< shere your entire way of
O hinking, working and

ressing ¢an be deduced

om your choice of comput-

r. these are pressing ques-

7 ons And yesterday, the
ation's tech-heads were

Seo COMPUTER, BS, Cok 3

14:13

MRY-20-19391

Butteiﬂzes

COMPUTER, From Bl

ahum with speculation about what it
. means to have the president over-
* oome his fear of interface, to declare
his days as a “computer iliterate” be-

j of guts,” said Jona-
than Sacks, publisher and president of
InfoWorld, a publication that covers
corporate computing. ‘By the time
you become a chief executive of a
company or a pation, you feel you're
pretty smart and sophisticated, and
driving a compuler for the first time
is like viding a bicycle for the first
mfwhoklkeammm you

feel ~

will record that the presi-
dentstuxteffononluspamalcom-
puter—apparently an IBM AT (286)

that | had written cut. I pushed the

Wednesday: *T leariied 10 turn ane on

Fush the button down here and one
up here with a green thing on it. And
out came a command to somebody

button. 1 was worried what might
happen up there, But it was fim amx §
will keep it up.”

1, the man will be

ning spreadsheets on the federal
budget putting out a Points of Light
newsletter “with %m.
modeming messages in -
mous typewritien personal noies. But
if he wants to go beyond simply writ-
ing on his PC—and a White House

yond just tummg it on"™—then the
quesiion arises; Is George an IBM or
Mac kind of user?

IBM machines, which employ the
MS-DOS language, are now im use in
the executive hranch, and the presi-
dent is assumed to be using one, But

IBM woulda’t confirm it, and neither
would the White House. not wanting
to appear to be endorsing a product.

_Whatever the case, Bush is surely us- _ {Gorby, it-should be noted. isaMac——

ing a DOS wversion of WordPerfect
software; the Utah-based company
confirmed that it was the Executive
Office supplier. WordPerfect, which

_already_ciaims 600 million users .

worldwide, and 67 percent of the
Notth American market, is no doubt
aiready preparing ads prochiming it-
self the official presideatial softwsare,
(And also the software of Oliver
North, a company spokespesrsen acci-
dentally divulged.)

But Mac people—ryoung Califor-
nians who make the Apple and Macin-
tash computers and corne to work in
jeans when they're not surfing—say
they arent damted. The Macintosh
revolutionized personal computing by
doing away with arcane DOS {disk op-
erating system) commands and sub-
stituting icons: little pictures of
wastebaskets and file folders, arrows
and clocks. Apple pioneered the
Graphical User Interface—the goo-
ey—uwhich was like giving a comput-
er a dose of LSD: It let the computer

e r———

make pictures, opening up medlie
new realms of color and sound .
and Creativity,

man, The company gave him one.)

I the president were wsing a Mac, .

he would be learning the system fast-
er; he would be leaming more appli-

cations that-would allow -him to be -
much moze creative and much more
productive,” said Cindy McCaffrey,
spokeswoman for Apple Computer
Inc., with, perhaps, a trace of enavy.
“He'd be having a heck of a lot of fun”

Fun in the Ovat Office. Pretiy soon ¢

people would stop wearing ties—or
weannstwsldmmeonwm‘tmrty
something.” (As publisher Sacks -
pointed out, *The Mac GUI és sup-
posed to be used by touchy-feely type
of people. DOS is not the kinder, gen- -
tler version of computer.”} Bush can
go gooey without a Mac, but hell
need a more powerful machine than
the one he has now. He'il need a 386
to run Windows, the software thai ol-
lows DOS machires to do fancy pic-
tures. He'll need a mouse,

Then he can seally experience the
Vision Thing. .
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(St. Paul, Minnesota)

For Immediate Release May 2

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDEﬁT
TO SATURN SCHOOL COMMUNITY
|

St. Paul Public Library Courtyard
St. Paul, Minnesota;

1:24 P.M. CDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Governor. Le
here to -- (applause) -- thank you very, very much.
about education. But with that North Stars introduc
it this way:

they took it on the chin last night, b

2, 1991

t me just say I'm

I'm here to talk
tion, let me put

ut who knows?

We've got a whole new skating match out there today.
seen in the classroom re: the computer what Minneso
the ice. I think we saw a lot of Bellows, a lot of
Jon Caseys in the classroom -- first class klds star
they're doing. (Applause.)

I

I have just
ta has seen on
Gagner, a lot of
ring in what

I met with Tom King of the Saturn School
He's the Bob Gainey of this operation. I tell you -
up and coming North Stars on this team here. 1 I was
them. I wanted to thank Governor Carlson for his co
welcome, his commitment to education.

I want to especially single out the man
from, our new distinguished Secretary of Education L
He is revolutlonlzlng educatlon in this country. (A

As we talk about education, it would not
didn't single out the community leaders, the teacher
computer students.  I'm sorry that Senator Durenberg
today. He has an 1mportant vote. But I'm glad to s
already a cosponsor of our legislation today I (Appl

Today, I came out here to learn and also
American leadership. We are committed to the idea o
remaining a force for good in the world -- the home
and free people, the land of democracy and opportunl
committed to leading the way in educational 1nnovat1
Our strategy for ach1ev1ng this 1eadersh1p is called
And what America 2000 is all about is a challenge -
the methods and the means of the past. Here in Minn
Paul and Minneapolis to Cyrus and Miltona ~- you're
country into the future. You are creating public sc
Minnesota is out front, it is the wave of the future
be congratulated.- (Applause )- -

Like you, other schools, businesses and

‘e (Applause )
" he's got some
dellghted to see
urtesy and his

you first heard
amar Alexander.
pplause.)

be right if I

s, my fellow

er is not with us
ee that he is
ause. )

to talk about

f America
of free markets
ty. We're also
on. (Applause )
America 2000.
challenging all
esota -= from St.
salllng this
hool choice.

l and you are to

communities all

across America are creating the new generation of American schools --

North Carolina has Project Genesis, Ted Sizer has a
Essential Schools, Washington States's Schools are s
for the 21st Century. 1Isn't it wonderful about demo

a right to speak and I think I have a right to be heard.

(Applause.) We're used to this.

i

Coalltlon of
ettlng the pace
cracy’ They have

Let me say that Oliver Wendell Hoimes once wrote: "I
find the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand as

in what direction we are moving. To reach the port
must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes agai
must sail, and not drift, and not lie at anchor."f

MORE

of heaven, we
nst it, but we
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With America 200Q we are not standing at anchor. We've
shoved off and set sail. From now on, business- as-usuhl will be very
unusual. You know, in cities across this nation, people have started
changing the American school. They know that there have been enough

studies, enough commissions, enough blue ribbon, panels, enough white
papers.

It’s time we got down to the business of inventing new
schools for a new world, !Je took the first step in 1999 with the
Nation’s governors, Democrats and Republicans alike, we established
the six Mational Education Goals and set the clock tlcklng for the
end of this decade -~ to the end of the status quo.

Those goals are -- these are the six goals| -- first, to
ensure that every child starts school ready to learn =-=- (applause) -
second, to raise the high school graduation rate to 90|percent
without lowering standards -- (applause) =-- third, to ensyre that
every American student leaving the 4th, 8th, and 12th grades can
dewonstrate competence in five core subjects' and fourth. to make our
students first in the world in math and science:; and that 8 what we
saw a little of today. (Applause.) And fifth, to ensure that every
American -- every American ~~- who is an adult 1s literate and has the
8kills necessary to compete in the global economy; and| sixth, to free
every American school from drugs and violence so that learning can
take place. (Applause,) '

. 80 our challenge now -- yours and mine and| the _
Secretary’s anc the Governor’s =- is to reinvent the classroom -- we
call it -- Lamar and I =-- call 1t, creating "iew Anerxpan Schools" --
for the year 2000 and beyond. It’s just one part of our America 2000
strategy to mest thnose six lofty goals that I just mentxoned No one
says it’s going to be easy. But it’s a battle for our| future that we
must -- and will -- win.

For today’s students, we’re designing better and mqre
accountable schools =-- for tomorrow’s students, we’re creating a new
generation of schools -- for the rest of us -- today’s|work force,
ané yesterday’s students -~ we're transforming America| into a nation
of students, lifelong learners who continue to grow and explore every
single day. Ané finally, all across this nation, pareﬁts and
teachers -- and:God bless our teachers -- (applause) -} and the
neighbors are getting together in communities to make learning
happen.

We’re talking about breaking the mold -- building for the
iext American Century. Reinventing -- literally starting from the
bottom up to build revolutionary new schools -- not with orlcks and
mortar but with questions and ideas and oeterminatlon.l We’re looking
at every possible way to make schools better while still keeping our

eyes on the results.
. |

That’s why I’ve come here to Minnesota. JLst down the

river from this bluff, stood St. ul’s first: scnool -1 a crowvded
one-roon log cawin that a Mrs, Rumsey called to order aoout 150 years
ago. Eack then, Minnesota was a wilderness, although settlers soon
transformed it into a teeming center of growth and enterorxse. Here,
alongy tne banks of this great rlverh rail lines and graln mills and
hard-working pioneers forged the center of the agrlcultural empire
called the Great Plains.

These days, Minnesota remains a land of opportunxty for
many: small business start-ups generate most jobs here in the Twin
Cities, and big businesses range from agrlculture to medlcxne to
transportation to hlgh teci. #innesota remains a ploneero and you
can take great pride in that, leading the nation in eouca;lonal
choice. You have guaranteed that every family in the state can
choose which public school its children will attend, Mlnnesotan>
know that 2aducation means opportunity. Many people helped promote
these great reforms, many here in this audience today.| One who is
not here, one such person is Al Shanker, president of the ‘Anerican
feceration of Teachers -- who was here ‘last week, I understanc. And
he is very enthusiastic about your proyress. ..

t1OR 8



I just came from a wonderful day, a wonde
from the Saturn School of Tomorrow, right here in dow
(Applause.) And I want to thank Tom King and Charlle
grand tour. Frankly, I was a bit surprised by, the pl
technology, and such young kids -- but then at my age
young; I will admit it. But someone asked me if I wa
high~tech machine used for "HyperCard@" -- I thought h
about my fibrillating heart. (Laughter.)

behi
tom

Let me share with you the basic idea
as I understand it, as your experts explained it
Secretary of Education explained it to me -- one that
become reality because of the bipartisan support that
Saturn is a city-wide magnet school, with over 200 mi
students coming from all over the district. Each mor
arrive at this old YWCA building ready to learn on st
technologies:’
systems that access libraries and encyclopedlas- and
members of these two libraries, the directors, for le
this wonderful facility today. Thank you veryo very
(Applause.) Off-site classrooms in science and art m
kids hands-on learning. I asked one kid, expert in t
already, about the sixth gracde level -- what do you w
wanted to be an artist. And you can get that from tn
innovative approach to education.

The curriculum -- you all know 1t, but th
country doesn’t -- includes core subjects, ano!yet it
respond to a changing world -- one of global communic
programiing, chemistry, personal wellness and communi

Let me tell you a true story -- some here
it -- that happened when the founder of Control Data,
stopped by the Saturn School to see the fourth and fi
work. He noticed that one fifth grader -- maybe the
~-- was busy wiring a small motor to a model car. It
Elijah, it might have been Sarah who I met with.
nearby was on the conputer connected to the mooel car
asked him: "#hat’s going on?" :

_Ané'the kids said, "I’m writing the congu
make the car start and stop," this from one of your £
And Mr. Norris -- and this is a true story -- HMr. Nor
how that worked, and the boy explained the fxrst few
stopped.

So lir. ilorris -- the head of Control Data
keep going, so ne could geot a few more details. And
his partner, "What’s the matter with this guy° He do
understand anythlng about computers!”

Part of Lamar anda my program is that adul
0old to learn. I’m trying. 1I°m starting in on the co
Learned a lot today, as a matter of fact. I‘ve had t
lessons. The point is, it doesn’t take the head of C
see that Saturn doesn’t look like a regular school.
desks. Kids on tie floor, playing with "mice" -- not
their kind. Those little gadgets calling up the info
computer. In fact, its motto is "High Tech. High Te
Touch." That’s because it isn’t a regular school --
whether these kids know it or not today, what they we
exploring new frontiers in American educationn

And yet, the school’s director is reallgt
"Look, we see it as a work in progress. He have as m
as we have answers. Ve dont hold it up as a solutlon
something that can oe cloned."

Like any new idea, we don’t know what tom
the Saturn School. And there may ba aspects of its a
from time to time generate controversy. But when we

o
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mold," we’ve got to give communities the power: to experiment, to
think anew, to be daring. '

I like what works. 1I’m conficent about the prospects of
New American Schools in communities all across this country. The New
Generation of Schools is but one part of our America %000 strategy.
With more accountability, with more choice in our schools, with a
national commitment to lifelong learning, with the acqive engagement
of community, of our business community in the'business of education,

we will embark on a new voyage in the American!experience.

- You know, it“s going to take time.. ile can begin today by
pulling up the anchor and hoisting the sails. We’ve set our sights
as a country, now, on new horizons -- ones of opportunity and freedom
and American leadership. ! :

Again, I am inspired by what I sav 'here today. And I
want to take this message of progress and innovation, |creativity all
across our country. I thank each and every one of you, I wish you
all the best in your work, .and God bless each and every one of you.
Thank you very, very nuch. . (Applause.)

Well done, everybody. Now, it is my pleasure, and it
won’t take a minute, to sign our new education bill that we will send
up to the Congress today. I ask for your support. I buarantee you,
you won’t be disappointed if it passes. 1It’s in keeping with what.
the people of Minnesota are doing. Thank you all very| much.
(Applause.) : -

(The bill is signed.) (Applause.)
Thank you. .

 END ; 1:43 P.M. CDT
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REMARKXS BY THE PRESIDERNT
IN CLASSROOM VISIT WITH RESEARCH WORKSHOP STUDFNTS

Saturn School of Tomorrow
St. Paul, HMinnesota

12:30 P.M. CDT

THE PRESIDENT: Any questions? I’ll answer it without
the computer. This guy -- Lakers. . i

STUDENT: Do you ever have any time to have fun, like go
outside and, like, throw a frisbee or go out and play? !
- |
THE PRUSIDENT: Yes, we do. 1le go to Camp David. Have
you ever heard of Camp David? Aad I go up there on the jweekends.
They“ve got all kinds of sports. ‘
STUDENT: You mean, you go up there and actdally play
"around and stuff? |

|

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. We have a baseball pitching
machine, for example; we have a bowling alley; we’ve goﬂ a place
where you can shoot skeet; they ve got a gymnasium, a lot of workout
. —-- we play wallyball, which is a volleyball game 1n51de|the
racquetball court. You can swing a golf club. 1It’s wonderful. And

there’s swimming. ‘

You like swimming?

1

So you do all that. And at the White House, you probably
don’t see it in the pictures, but there’s athletic facilities in
there and that’s fun. But when you go out, go outside the gates, you
usually have a lot of people with you and stuff.

But at Camp David, why, it’s more relaxing. | So I can do

pretty much what you can do. If I want to go out =-- if my wife,
Barbara, and I want to go out for supper, we can do 1t.! ile can go to
@ restaurant. But you have these guys come along -- some of the

press and some of the Secret Service and all of that. But it’s not
that tough. . :

|
STUDEHNT: What’s the best thing about being President?
|
THLEE PRESIDEWT: WWell, in the most serious véin, I love
coping with the problems in foreign affairs, and I’m determined to
see this program that we’re working on in education -- %e call it
"America 2000" ~-- be a success. Ue’'ve got to do better !in education,
we’ve got to do better in fighting against drugs and crime.

A President cain’t do all of this, but he can have a
program. Then the Congress has to come and help, you see. But I
like that part of the job -- trying to do something that/"11l help
somebody, trying to do something that will enhance the peace.

Recently, we had a war that you’re all familliar with, and ..

the President hada to make the decisions -- you going to go to war or
not. And there was a big principle there, and that was that a big
guy doesn’t bully his neighbor., It was an international| principle
with all the U.H. countries gupporting what we did.
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So on the substance, that’s what I.like about my job
And the pleasure side, it’s just ~- people are very nice to me in the
White House. There are wonderful people that work there, you know.
Got-a good staff and work with good men like our Secretary.

Yes -- Vikings man.

!

|
, STUDENT: Would you admit your grandchildren to go to
this school? {

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I°d -- well, one of tLem is 14, and
maybe he would be advanced a little more.. We’ve got one who is --
we’ve got them all ages. But I hope that someday the schools they go
to will have this kind of innovative program. |

|
STUDENT: Who inspired you to be President?

THE PRESIDENT: That’s a hard question. Because I was in
pOllthS and my dad started in public life. And you kﬁow, when you
have a father doing something like -- he was a United States Senator,
and then it evolved from that. In the late “70s I trled and got
defeated. And then I got to be Vice President, was plckeo by
Presicent Reagan. And then it just flowed fron;there.% Had tried in
“80, lost, got up and dusted myself off and tried again.

STUDENT: You still dién’t answer my question, though.
Why dld you want to become Pre31dent?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, see, the reason 1 juét gave her.
But I want to try to help. I headed up there, and it’ s —--= you know,
you have to have some motivation -~-- 1aeolog1ca1 motlvatlon. I think
that our administration is doing gooq things for the country -—- S0,
doing good things for the country is one. And then I th1nk when
you’re my age and maybe younger, too, you want to think that you can
contribute to world peace. 1It’s a big picture thing. iBut you look
arouné the troubles -~ the Soviet Union and China and South America
and all of this. I think we can help. "I think the Unlted States is
still respected, and I think people still look up to us. So we want
to use that respect and credibility to help them. It°s wonderful in
that sense. |

STUDENT: How does it feel to be President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it feels pretty good, except at
tlmes, when you have some big problems out there, But!I'm lucky,
necause I have very good people -- the White House staff ~- very good
people in the Cabinet, very good people that are worklng -— these
anbassadors and people that are working the problems I was telling
this guy about. 1

So it’s not that complicated. You have to have good
advice and there’s certain things you have to do. You |just can’t say
"do thls," because you have to go to Congress and work iwith them.

But it’s a wonderful challenge. I love it. Every single day I'm
there I like it very, very much.

STUDENT: How old were you when you thought about
becoming President? ' -

THE PRESIDENT: How long ago dic I start? I
" STUDENT: .. How old were you when you thought about --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s a good question -~ started
thinking, I mean. I don’t know the answer. I honeotly don’t know
the answer, whether it crossed my mind when I was in hqgh school. It
might have. 1In those days, everybody wanted to be President. You
wanted to be a firewman and a policeman in sixth grade and you want to
be a Presiuent when you get about a senior in high sch&ol.

_ So a lot of people did. But I can t say I‘wag motivated
~and driven by that period in my life.



I°ve got two more, and then I’ve got 'to go. ! They’re
Siynalling me to get out of here.
STUREWY: When were you first interested, oy &id you ever
expect to b2 running for the Preaident or being the Presi oent?

THE PRISIDENT: #ell, I can’t remember, as I told him,
when I was first intevrested, but then 1 think serlou ly Istarted
thinking about it in the late “70s.

STUDEIT: Do you like having to get up and having to go
-~ like split-secoud having to go to Gifferent countries| —— and stuff
like tnat?

THZ PRESIDENT: I like that kind of travel ~+ I loved
coming out here touay. I love getting out of the White House, ana I
love that. And I llke listening tc you guys. You sav, bell, I
Jonder whether he’s just putting this on or whether ue'slacting or
winetiner he likes it. I like it. I learn -- each queaLlon, I learn
what might be on your mind. I learn in the classroom. I learned
hera, And we're trying to revolutionizz education. And‘I sec thes
goow cuestions, see what you can de with this, and I°m thinking we’ve
ol Lo suceezd,

So I like qettinu out for that reason and, yés, I love to
go apbroacd. Our country is still very well respected arouno the
world, and we have a leader -- we’re the leader of the free world and
people look up to us. So you go there and try to encourége programs
or policies that will enhance that, will make it better.

nis guy, and then I‘ve got to run. Theyfre signalling,
I°11 give the pllot one chance after this. @Go ahead.

_ SUODENT:  iThen you go bowling, do you always lhave like
tne Secret Service agents go with you? |

TiiE PRESIDEMT: Yes. iiell, close by. If I went therce,
we'd have to heve Secret Service guys there. They go LnJre aiead ot
tiie, ane tney’d want to protect tue other bowlers from e
(Laughter.) I°m a bowler. But no, you can ¢go do that. You just ask
thewn, and you’ve got to give thnem a little aovance notice. But
tqo:e s o lot of -- ve saw yesteruay the ueath of a good lfriend of
wine in India. I don’t kinou whether anybody noticed that|. But his
name vas Raliiv -- did you sez it?

STUDERT:  Yes. Last aignt.

THE PRESIDENT: You're rignt. Rajiv Gandhi. | And we knew
niw vell. DHarbara and I knew him well. I just talked to| his wife
this morning. Here was a wmaa, he was out campaigning, ancd a
terrorist got nim. Allegedly a bomb in a flower basket. | He goes by
aine su@mevoay pushes a button. So there’s a lobt of sLupiu'people out
there that think you can change tnlﬂf” by terror. We have to be on
guurd in this country, even though we ‘ve been blesszed by having less
cf it.

Last guestion. ‘

STULENT: How do you fe2el about Saddam Hussein’s actions?

THE PRABSINDENT: Concemn it. The nest brutal thng we've

aver seen. It was without any moreal underpinning.  The wholn world

' > against him. Do you remewber, he tried to say ltio him
-— the Arabs against the United States? But the United
i said sometbhing different. It’s the whole world againuu nis
uvu“~11L/, lﬁwn you see wnat he dic to the enviconment, When you see
what nu ¢id to the people of Xuwait, when you see the orinciple that
o OJI“DG“Q, principle of aggression against a neighbor -
nonsyggression against a neighbor, why, you say this man has no
redeenting value“ e’s a bau person. Unfortunately, theré are peoole
lilte tinet in the vorld,
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: Well, I haa better run, but thank you. Thank you so
much. i

TEACHER: Thank you so much. Thank you for|visiting.

THE PRESIDENT: I like to do -- you’ve got a good man
over here, hoping he’s a teacher. You did a great job.; Thanks a
lot. It made it much more interesting this way. Thank you all.
Good luck. Nice to see you. |
i

THE PRESIDENT: No press conference. Let me explain

Q Mr. President?

something to you guys in the class. The press -- these[ones you see
-- now,; you’ll see him on Channel 4 tonight. No, on NBq tonight. So
you watch. And their job is to ask me questions and for me to give

answers as best I can. Sometimes I do it. We have press
conferences. Maybe you’ve seen it. And then sometimes they’1ll
understandably want to get an answer to a question. But I can’t do
it all the tiwme., I have to do it in a rather organlzed fashion. So
we do it mostly in press conferences.

!

, But they’ve got their job to do, like he is and wanto me
to answer. I’'m not going to answer it right now. Not that I°m
afraid to answer the question, but I just have to get on}the
schedule, and once we get bogged down, we’re in the micdle of a press
conference. But that’s the way it works. But you’ll see some of
these people tonight. Jim, you’ll see. And who else have we got?
But it“11l be on the television. Brit Bume back there with ABC -- and
they come along. See, they come on most of the trips, not all.
Sonetimes we answer the gquestions, and then they write the stories.
You’ll see them reporting on the visit to the school tonlght That’s
the way it ~- now, whether Time Hagazlne over here -- you ever heard
of Time? Well, see, now, he’s going to wrlte a glowing piece about
this education program. (Laughter.) We’ve got high hop?.

But everybody -- all these guys =-- and they &on't say it,
but they’ll all be impressed with what they’ve seen heLeL Ancd in
various ways that will help other schools take the 1n1t1at1ve that
your school has taken. |

|

Hey, listen, thanks a lot. Nice to se2 you.|

Good luck
to you,

o

|
EWD : 12:40 P.H. CDT
|
|
|
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\ . |

THE PRESIDENT. Is 1t scary to have the Président coming?
You. see, I'1l1l tell you something .-- the  reason I ask:’ tﬂe question is
you guys may not know this, but I learn from this. Mr. Alexander is
our Secretary of Education -- where is he? Over here. | And he’s ,
designed the program that’s now our administration program, and one
of the things in it is that adults, not just children, but adults
should learn. And so he and I talked about, and the thing that I’m
trying to learn is the. computer. So what you think is maybe
‘elementary, but for e 'it’s rather advanced. .So it’s helpful to
learn it on that oa31s, and then it sets a good examplelfor other
kids around the country because they”ll see what you can do. You
talk about programming thlS thing -- a lot of kids are 901ng to say:
hey, maybe we can do nore. Do you know what I mean? |

That’s good. Any questlons? Have you got all the
answers or -- don’t ask me about computers,~okay? :

STUDENT: This is a question she wanted to say, but I
guess she couldn’t get it out. She wanted to know dld any of your
grandchildren work with Legos? :

Inean in a conputer sense or just olaylng w1th them?

S |
THE PRESIDENT: Work Legosr Yes. Yes, butlnot in -- you
oTUDENT;ﬂ Yes, in a. computer sense. |
THE PRESIDENT: I don’t know the ansver to that guestion.
I would doubt it because I don’t think this is w1despread. And our
grandkids are in Texas, Florlda, Colorado, Virginia, and Maryland --
and I don’t know if at this level -- and we have ‘some grandchildren
—-- that they have this kind of programmlng.

TEACHER: It’s available through the schools.' It’s
probably not avallable commerc1ally.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but I’m wondering in the schools.
He meant in school -~ didn”t you? I don’t know. I’m embarrassed to
say 1 don’t know what the programs are they’re into. But I sure love
to see them learn stuff. They all fool around with computers. I
guess everybody does that around here.

STUDENT: It’s easy to learn once you get thE hang of it.
THE PRESIDENT: Ko. | |
Q One guestion about education, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: For this guy? z
STUDENT: No, for you, Nr. President. ]

THE PRESIDENT: If it”s a hard one I'm 901ng|to ask the
Secretary to answer it, because I don’t want to answer alquestlon
when I don’ t know the answer. |

|
|

MiAMD
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Q riost scénool systems cannot afford‘thle kind ‘of
sophisticated state-of-the-art tecnnology. Your: program seems to be
geared to innovation. What about all of the other. school systems

that don’t have the funds, what'can be oone for them 1n Education
20002 E ' :
|

v " . b

THE PRESIDEUT: Well, I thlnk 1nherent in our program --
there is tundlng inherent in it. And one of the thlngs that I think
will happen is when you have the revolutlonary new scnools, others
will take thne resources ‘that they are uolng. They w1ll reduce the
klna of bureaucratic ovérhead 'and they’ll bring it to bear on

innovative programs. And that’s a part of our phllosopny. And, yes,
there will be new federal fun01ng. R,

We’re- sendlng up a pleee of leglslatlon that will request
fundlng for or need action on 13 olfferent aspects. But I think
people learn. by ‘innovation. I don* “t imagine when thlslstarted it had
fantastic amounts of money to begin with. So what w1ll happen is we
will. 1nsp1re, as has always happened -in this country -< good example

will 1nsplre .othérs.- And, yes: ‘there will be some fun?lng involved,
but we’ve got to start. 'We've- got to begin ‘to think lanew on

education. Anc that g what these klos are. helplng me. unoerstand even
more. : ' i R .-l

This i8 new and not llke it used to be llke in educatlon.
This isn “t cost- intens ive. "I expect that they”’ re Jretty efficient.
I saw one teacher in that room with lots of computers that seemed to
be handling mahy subjecto.' oO there s'a. lot of opportunlty here.

Lt

Wouldn’t you say, Sarah7 (Laughter ) 1 feel that way.
How about you -- do you want to add’ anything to the answer? That's
not fair because ,you dor‘t know the program we ‘re talkfng about:
whole program we’re- talking about. But all I’ m saylnq ‘is I bet
~you’ve got a lot of neighbors and friends that don’ t have this in
their schools yet. -

Sl
'

See, what ‘they’re saylng 1s 1hnovatlon, Sa§1ng something
new here; some would say radically new nere. ‘And theylmay come along
in this program and your teachers may s83ays hey, we’ve got to change
this a little bit. "But they’re on the cutting edge foq
revolutionizing education. ~And‘'we have got to do thatlacross our
entire country. - The old answers aren’t good enough, They simply are
not good enough. S S S

|

The United States iZ spending, at the feoegal level, an
enormous amount on education and at the state levels, |And yet, the
results are not good enough. And you guys are going to make it
better. These teachers are going to make it better.” !our

superintendents are making it better. And that’s why we’re -- one of
the reasons I wanted to come out here is you set -~ yod don “t velieve. .

this -- but you set an example for a lot: of other kldsljust by that
good answer you gave. ' : :

And the same for you, Sarah. ilith those words of wisdom,
I‘ve got to go on about my ou31ne 58, But I'm glad to ﬂee you. I
hope you aren t nervous when we’ve flnlshed. |

STUDENT: Mo, I’m just excited now. S

§

. . ’ | .
_ THE PRESIDENT: Just excited now? I°m pretty excited,
too. It was wonderful. Good luck. I°d better go on.

ZND
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