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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__5/8/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/9/91 = NOON

- PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH
LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

SUBJECT: —CHICAGG = 5/13/9]
| ACTION FYI ' ACTION  FYI
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than NOON, Thursday, May 9, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

" RESPONSE:

" PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991

[TIME]

>PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH _ -

[t Secretery Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements)

I'm proud to be here -- even though the';egl infant health
expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care

. of toothless, droollng, chubby, Jbald, babbllng llttle characters,

I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. \\\'
Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you avmomentls rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" W )]
Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

-This country's ihfant mortality rate declined steadily
across this.century, Last year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor -- and nowhere
is it written that one baby deserves a better chaéce at life than
any other. | ,

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

‘world is a finer one than the last,":it's also true that every
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baby deserves the best.  Every child deserves a chance.

In America’ there should be no young women wonderlng how to -
care for the children of fathers long gone == and no child that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love.

What's been happening here ' in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have begun to see this
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potentia;.

I've just visited a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
wide range of serv1ces -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
'-technology: the powerfof.the offered hand. .. ' B

Community workers ' go door-to-door; making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional’
programs. Consistent pre- and post-natal-care; Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility. o

"Across the .country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to
eéncourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to'comprehensive, communltz-.

based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the

key to a healthier America.

Congress has prov1ded $25 million in fundlng for our
innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-
risk areas. We aim to cut infant mortality by half over the next

five years -- and to spread the best ideas to communities across



3 .
>this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,
single mothers L- to get access to high quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for re;rganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at the
-Department of Health and Human Services. What an ou;standigg job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding

for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling that occurred

over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But

o there's another 51de of the equation that's equally lmportant -

'and that's why I've come here today.
For too long, debate about soc1a1 issues has been polarlzed
between those who say government should do more for people, and

those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think

only'in terms of public resources -- others, only in terms of
private responsibilitx. I say, let's. do a better job w1th both
On every serious social issue, our th1nk1ng needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambltlous education goals. One of the most important is that by
~ the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good’health == and good health begins here.
COnventlonal wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it-all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.



.
' When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's
not‘just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours,'and
every American's. _ | -

| Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior. oOnly
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose
quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and that of
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main educational agency of mankind."" He was right. The f family
1s the ultimate "department of health and human serv1ces“ --and'
xg__ house is more powerful than the White House. _ ‘

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless*sleep of.
indifference.-- and no mother has to live a nightmare.of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the victims of
poverty 1nto creators.of their own destiny -- because.you
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generation5° that the
‘potential of every life is unlimited —== the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to -
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.
| Thank you all -- and may God bless every baby born in

- America.



To hofior/that covenant, we must not only make the

direct action, as the community clinics and
have done so well, we must also examine our actions
that we are not indirectly subverting our purpose.

¥Over a year ago, I gave a speech as Johns Hopkins
University. That audience was understandably concerned about
the effect of our medical liability system on the amount of
unnecessary defensive medicine practiced, the hurdles it places
on medical research, and the erosion of the doctor-patient
relationship that litigation fosters. And the concern goes
further -- more and more physicians are leaving high risk
specialties, like obstetrics so important to infant health --
some physician are abandoning rural practices. These
physicians are reacting rationally to the system we created.
We cannot let these problems go unanswered for our childrens'
sake.

In response to these developments, I directed the Domestic
Policy Council to determine steps the Federal Government can
take to help alleviate this serious condition. I am happy to
announce today that the Council has finished its review and I
will be transmitting a bill to Congress to address the medical
liability issue and, as importantly, seek to improve the
quality of health care delivered. Enhanced quality of care
must be a part of any proposal for the easiest way to reduce
the amount of medical malpractice liability is to reduce the
incidence of medical malpractice.

Our litigation system

e often per se incenti
overnment, schools, communities, corporations, individuals,
all Americans must examine our actions so that we can fulfil
our promise, keep our covenant and allow every newborn the full
measure of his or her innate abilities.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than NOON, Thursday, May 9, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE: i . Bl Tirds.
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Assistant to the President
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 9, 1991
MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: HOLLY WILLIAMSON%M“j
SUBJECT: Health Speech

In addition to the specific comments noted on the attached text,
please see the general comments listed below.

-- (HHS) The speech needs greater emphasis on the point that
strong families make strong children. HHS did not provide
language, but could pull some together if needed.

-- (HHS) A more detailed explanation of Healthy Start is needed;
it is not just an access initiative. Moreover Congress has been
asked for $171 million and we anticipate getting around $100
million. The text as is only indicates the $25 million that has
been provided. See text for suggested insert on this -- HHS did
not want to quote the figures above, but rather to pump up the
rhetoric.

-- (HHS & OCA) Note the comment on the bottom of page 2, last
paragraph, 2nd sentence. It is an important distinction to make.

-- (OCA) Also see our suggested insert on medical malpractice.

I am in the process of clearing it with Justice and HHS. I will
let you know as soon as possible if either department had changes
or problems with it.

Many thanks.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH _ ~
LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS v
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991
[TIME]

(f Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements])

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health

expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
Of her: the Mother of all Bushes, \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. \\\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all oﬁer you, never giving you'a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should ;'have to look after the press corps?" \\W\ 1]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rate declined steadily
across this century. Last Year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor -- and nowhere
is it written that one baby deservés a better chance at life than
any other.

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that évery



2
baby deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be no young women wondering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no‘;;ild that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love.

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have begun to see this
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.

I've just visited a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
wide range of services -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

Commuhity workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-natal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.

Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to
encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-

based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the

key to a healthier America.
hile i3 Year, . e .
A\ Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our
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innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,
single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for ;é;rganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at the
Department of Health and Human Services. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding
for childhood immuﬂization, on top of the doubling that occurred
over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's‘why I've come here today.

For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between those who say government shouid do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think

only in terms of public resources —- others, only in terms of

private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.
On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goals. One of the most important is that by
the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good health -- and good health begins here.
Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it-all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
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When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's
not just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours, and
every American's. -

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior. only
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose
quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and that of
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main educational agency of mankind." He was right. The family
is the ultimate "department of health and human services" --- and
your housé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of
indifference -- and no mother has to live a nightmare of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the victims of
poverty into creators of their own destiny -- because .you
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: that the
potential of every life is unlimited -- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all -- and may God bless every baby borﬁ in

America.



MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY SPEECH INSERT

A major component of our program to improve the nation's
healthcare is our effort to bring medical malpractice under
control. The effects of escalating liability litigation on the
medical industry are crippling. Between 70 to 80 percent of
obstetricians nationally have been sued. Other medical
specialties are being hit equally hard. In fact, it was recently
reported that in Washington, D.C., every single practicing
neurosurgeon has been sued at least once. I'm glad that I was
able to find a doctor last week when I needed one.

Some physicians are even quitting the profession or moving
to less costly areas of the country because of the liability
costs. In 1985 alone, 12 percent of all gynecologists quit
delivering babies because of the litigation risk and the
resulting rise in insurance premiums.

In order to alleviate the problems caused by the medical
malpractice liability system, and at the same time enhance the
delivery of quality medical care, I am transmitting today to
Congress the Administration's "Health Care Liability Reform Act

of 1991," whith wil|

p— —— ——

-
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH
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Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than NOON, Thursday, May 9, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

, , PHILLIP D. BRADY
( P Tl IRY 4 O MAMENT Assistant to the President
A A and Staff Secretary
o Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH _ ~

LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991
[TIME]
[[ Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements)

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health
expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\ .

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,

I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. W\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you‘a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ 1]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

NS OB

This country's infant mortality rate/declined steadily
across this century. Last Year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a dedade. Still, the crushing blow of a

] ' 3 TR (
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor.—n—and&ﬁowhere
s M
is it written that one baby deserves a better chance at life than;a 5
any other. ’ ﬁr@ 5" &“‘»@":‘;ﬁ% g ,%%‘d’\
If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every
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baby deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be no young women wohdering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no‘Eﬂild that
lacks the waé%xg;;%éce of a—seearé;fove. M

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have begun to see this
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.

I've just visited a remarkable_eiiiléggﬁztcggﬁgainates a szﬁtz&
wide rénge of services ---a kind of "one-stop shopping" for -

& orad OMGg of senca® , :
-heatth~care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

COmmuﬂity workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-ﬁ&tal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.

Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to

encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-

based health programs -- with an emphasis.on prevention -- as the

key to a healthier Americax—\—pc!‘a}h"rwawow 4 1Nt '{’I\& 2|8
bdkdébé§;§§;4ﬁggL%rovided $25 million in funding for our CAZAﬁAﬁ&f,
gsinnovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at- ors

‘Q/‘(\W g We oaheapate Ccﬁé\db\_.fdd«,( M\e. Akt ii—%:hﬁe Hext

risk area§)“ We aim to cut infant mortality by half o

QO
i@iﬁﬁgﬁfﬁ/ five years -- and to spread the best ideas fo communities across

TR *4\¢:ya CMNGS.,



3
this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,

single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for reorganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at the
Department of Health and Human Servicés. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our .budget also proposed $40 million in édditionél funding
for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling that occurred
over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's why I've come here today.

For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between those who say government shoﬁid do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think
only in terms of public resources —-=--others, only in terms of
private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.

On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long

We coll am Pywedeo, 2000 pme of o
term. That's why, together With the nation's Governors, we set Stk
< fﬂ&% Das
ambitious education goals. 99ne»e@»%hemmesgL&mpertantb/; that by

/
the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.

undation for Hhe Liiture. DM
OP(;T ﬁ?}peglns with good ﬁigith -- and good health begins here. 4.75?“‘“‘

~ ci£, 0(‘0&\¥Tb~ 4. o 1ew POARG Yhe 2 ﬁif “ Porté
We ﬁ%ghventlonéi wisdom ég}s that so%ihow dollars and doctbrs

can do it all for us. Buty plre—Tike-you-have-more power to
ﬂgw%= affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
. o b
. o OOV (g: et ﬁ?gwwai
oben 13 Comes AN GJZ\ eahe Well,

\Eank NaadWn & Necliaing o130y

PNevesion QQMQ e L et c&@l,wmmg Favel

dlad Castan



ONe. bochﬂw“aéigﬁdk

4
When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's

not just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours, and

every American's.

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior5%:0nly
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose.
quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and jthat of
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family /is the
"main educational agency of mankind." He was right. ?he family.
is the ultimate "department of health and human servid;s" ---and
your housé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of:

. /
indifference -~ and no mother has to live a nightmére of despair.

Here in this community, you're the victims of P

e potsar, 4o Crsele
poverty sAnte—ereators=of their own destiny ~- because .you

understand that we don't have a soul to waite, or a minute to

v
lose. i

/

Let us make this covenant wit%/;ﬁ%ure generations: that the
potential of every life is unlimited -- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and”we have no higher purpose than to
keep that covenant, ézg/fulfill that promise.

Thank you al}/éi and may God bless every baby born in

America. //////
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than NOON, Thursday, May 9, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH _ ~

-

LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991
[TIME] :
(C Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements)

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health
expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. W\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you'a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ ]]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rate declined steadily
across this century. Last year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor -- and nowhere
is it written that one baby deserves a better chance at life than
any other.

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every
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baby deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be no young women wondering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no'Egild that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love.

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have bequn to see this
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.

I've just visited a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
wide range of services -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

Commuﬁity workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post—hétal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.

Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to

encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-

_based healthiprograms -=- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the
key to a healthier America. -
Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our
innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-
risk areas. We aim to cut infant mortality by half over the next

five years -- and to spread the best ideas to communities across
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,

single mothers -- to get access to higﬁ quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for reorganizing
and're-charging the child and family support programs at the
Department of Health and Human Servicés. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding
for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling that occurred
over the previous four years ---for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's why I've come here today.

For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between tho#e who say government shoﬁid do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think

only in terms of public resources —-- others, only in terms of

private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.
Oon svery serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integratéd, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goals. One of the most important is that by
the year 2600, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good health -- and good health begins here.
Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it-all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
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When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's

not just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours, and

every American's.

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior. Oonly
communities of conscience can encourage young women to .choose.
quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and that of -
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main educational agency of mankind." He was right. The family
is the ultimate "department of health and human services" -=-and
your houseé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of.
indifference -- and no mother has to.iive a nightmare of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the victims of
poverty into creators of their own destiny ---because .you
understand.that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: that the
potential of every life is unlimited -- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all -- and may God bless every baby born in

America.
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM:

ROGER B. PORTER A4/ /(M

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Infant and Maternal

Health

The proposed remarks are very good. They effectively

communicate our policy proposals and lay out our arguments
about how best to improve infant health.

We have the following suggestions which we feel would

strengthen the draft:

On page 2, third paragraph, the reference to "clinic"
should be changed to "health center" and "health care" to
"a broad array of services." Some things provided at the
site, like social services and nutrition, are not health
care.

In the final paragraph on page 2, we should emphasize our
request rather than the amount the Congress appropriated:
"We asked for $57 million this year and $173 million next
for our initiative ..." The lower level allowed by the
Congress might be retained by adding a sentence, "And
while the Congress provided less than half the amount we
requested, we're getting started." With respect to the
reference to reducing infant mortality by half, the
qualifier "in these areas" is very important.

In the next to last paragraph on page 3, we recommend
deleting the sentence, "That begins with good health --
and good health begins here," or replacing it with, "We
made a commitment to improving the systems of prenatal
care. Well, we're delivering on that commitment."

In the last paragraph on page 3, the contrast between the
efficacy of doctors and citizens should be qualified by
amending the second sentence to begin, "But when it comes
improving infant health and realizing our prevention
agenda ..." We do not want to suggest that individuals
needing surgery do it themselves.

On page 4, the first full paragraph, we suggest a
recitation of destructive behaviors to be avoided between
the first and second sentences. "Unless smoking among
pregnant women declines, unless fewer women drink or use
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illegal drugs during pregnancy, unless fewer children are
born out of wedlock, all the efforts of government and our
health system will be for nought."

The medical liability initiative is being announced in
conjunction with the Chicago visit. This can be reflected
in the remarks by adding at least these two sentences, in
one of the paragraphs late in page 2 or early on page 3:
"Too many communities don't have doctors to deliver
babies. That is because our malpractice system is out of
control. To remedy this situation, I am announcing
legislation that will provide incentives for states to
reform their tort laws and improve the quality of health
care."

Finally, and most importantly, the remarks do not convey

what it is that is new to the initiative. The initiative
has three prongs; targeting high infant mortality areas,

calling attention to the causes of infant mortality, and

expanding the use of available services. The third prong
is not covered in this draft.

To emphasize expanded service use, we should add some
additional material just before the "conventional wisdom"
paragraph on page 3 or before the community theme on page

The new material should convey that the President is
announcing a broad-based effort to expand service use.
The remarks should state that he supported, and signed,
legislation to increase Medicaid eligibility for pregnant
women, and now we need to push ahead, to make sure that
women get the services we have sought to make available.
The remarks should reflect that the President is going to
take the steps necessary to focus our resources, and our
resolve, on getting more women into early pre-natal care.

Phillip D. Brady



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 9, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: TONY SNOW
FROM: MARK LANGE
SUBJECT: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH

I. SUMMARY

II.

On Monday, May 13, at 12:15 p.m., you will talk about
the Administration's efforts to improve the health of
infants and children. You will speak in the De La Salle
High School gymnasium in Chicago, where the audience will be
about 800 health care workers, high school students and
community residents.

DISCUSSION

The remarks (10 minutes, on cards) describe the three-
prong approach of the "Healthy Start" initiative: targeting
areas of high infant mortality with new resources; calling
attention to the preventable causes of infant mortality; and
making sure mothers take advantage of existing programs.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH -~
D& LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991

g%;g%k 12:1S  P.m.
[[ Secretary Sullivan,/ﬁiéﬁéilQZEgiﬁzk. [acknowledgements ]

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health
expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. \\\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ 1]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rate declined steadily
across this century. Last year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor -- and nowhere
is it written that one baby deserves a better chance at life than
any other.

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every
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baby deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be no young women wondering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no c;ild that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love.

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have begun to see this
community not for its problems, buiﬁiaihjﬁfL&z&afgziﬁgotentlal.

I've just visited a remarkablgAgﬁtnb¢)that coordinates a
wide range of services -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

Community workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-natal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.

Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to
encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-
based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the
key to a healthier America.

Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our
innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-
risk areas. We aim to cut infant mortality by half over the next

‘n +hese tergated areas
five years -- and to spread the best ideas to communities across
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,
single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for re;rganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at thé
Department of Health and Human Services. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding
for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling'that occurred
over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's'why I've come here today.

For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between those who say government shouid do more fdr people, and
those who say people shbuld do more for themselves. Some think
only in terms of public resources -~ others, only in terms of
private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.

On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goals. One of the most important is that by
the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good health =- and good health begins here.

Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
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When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's

=
-

not just doing it for 235 health -- he's doing it for yours, and p///
every American's.

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior. Only
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose
quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and that of

their children. coold net verify MK gule

%WWW
When vyouv 3&1‘ r«ﬁh" down +°I’
"ﬁ%fh/éauéatiﬁﬂu//aq/pey\/f/mankind/"\/ﬂ/1w35/’}ght\ /zhe family
is the ultimate "department of health and human services" %/4h& b////

A
your house is more powerful than the White House.

=
: No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of
indifference -- and no mother has to live a nightmare of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the victims of
poverty into creators of their own destiny -- because you
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: that the
potential of every life is unlimited -- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to

keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all -- and may God bless every baby born in

America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH _ -
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991

[TIME]

([ Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements)

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health

expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. W\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all ovér you, never giving you'a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ 1]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rate declined steadily
across this century. Last Year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor -- and nowhere
is it written ﬁhat one baby deserves a better chance at life than
any other.

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every
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baby deserves the besf. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be ho young women wondering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no-;;ild that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love;

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have begun to see this
commﬁnity not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.

I've just visited .a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
wide range of services -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

Community workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-hdtal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense .of personal responsibility.

Across the country! we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to

encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-

based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the

key to a healthier America. .
Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our

innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-

risk areas. We aim to cut infant mortality by half over the next

five years -- and to spread the best ideas to communities across
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,

single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for reorganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at the
Department of Health and Human Services. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding
for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling that occurred
over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's why I've come here today.

For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between those who say government shouid do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think
only in terms of public resources -- others, only in terms of
private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.

On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goaléf./e( %/; of the éxg:'.ot important is that by
the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good health -- and good health begins here.

Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
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When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's

not just doing it for his health —- he's doing it for yours, and

- -

every American's.

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior. only
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose.
quality of life -~ as trustees of their own health, and that of-
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main educational agency of mankind." He was right. The family
is the ultimate "department of health and human services" --- and
your houseé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of-
indifference -- and no mother has to.iive a nightmare of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the victims of
poverty into creators of their own destiny --  because .you
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: that the
potential of every life is unlimited =-- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to.
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all -- and may God bless every baby born in

America.
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MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991

[TIME]

[ Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements]

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health

expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. \\\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ 1]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rate declined steadily

across thls century Last Lt _Year, we saw the greatest decline in

——

the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a

child's death falls disproportionately on the poor =-- and nowhere
is it written that one baby deserves a better chance at life than
—
other.

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

/
/ 4L 4*/Q?rld is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every

OXDOMQ/
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baby deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be no young women wondering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone ---and nolégild that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love.

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for -hope. People here have begun to see this
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.

I!'ve just visited a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
 wide range of services ~-- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

Community workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-ﬁ&tal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.

Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to

encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-

based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the

key to a healthier America. '
Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our

innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-

risk areas. We aim to cut infant mortality by half over the next

five years ~-- and to spread the best ideas to communities across
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,

single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for reorganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at the
Department of Health and Human Services. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding
for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling that occurred
over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.

These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's'why I've come here today.

For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between those who say government should do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think

only in terms of public resources -- others, only in terms of

private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.
On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goals. One of the most important is that by
the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good health -- and good health begins here.
Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
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When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's

not just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours, and

every American's.

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to deétructive behavior. Only
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose.
quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and that-of
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main -educational agency of mankind." He was right. The family
is' the ultimate "department of health and human services" ---and
your housé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of
indifference -- and no mother has to'iive a nightmare of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the victims of
poverty into creators of their own destiny --- because.you
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: that the

'potential of every life iS‘unlimited —— the birth of every child

is-filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all ---and may God bless every baby born in

America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: INFANT AND MATERNAL HEALTH _ -

LaSALLE HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991
[TIME]
[ Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements]

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health
expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. \\\ '

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ 1]

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be.bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rateddeclined steadily
across this century. Last year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor, AAjgpd dowhere
is it written that one baby deserves a better chance at l1life than
any other. 4:?%:

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every
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- baby-deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.
In America there should be no young women wondering how to

care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no‘ahild that
RLuNe | P
lacks the warm embrace of a—secure love. |
What's be/'en happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the '{4)!7’\
country reason for hope. People he:e have begqun to see this
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.
I've just visited a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
wide range of services -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power éf the offered hand.
cOmmuﬁity workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get.vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-nﬁtal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.
Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to
encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.
That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-
based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the
key to a healthier Americqxzza%éyAﬁzanéd%fjiwag&;é?ﬁ%ZQQa/%‘ﬁDQZZ%ES‘

Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our

<
. o
innovative "Healthy Start® initiative, targeted toward 10 at- %ﬁﬂql

risk areas. We aim to cut infant mortality by half over the next

five years -- and to spread the best ideas to communities across
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,

single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

-
-

I"want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for rebrganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs. at:the -
Department of Health and Human Servicés. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget also proposed $40 million in additional funding
for childhood immunization, on top of ‘the doubling that- occurred
over the previous four years ---for a total of $258 million.

These are significant‘commitments from government. But-
there's another side of the equation that's equally important ---
and that's why I've.come here .today.

For too long, debate about-social issues has been polarized
between those who say government shoﬁid do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think
only in terms of public resources -- others, only in terms of
private responsibility. I . say, let's do a better job with both.

On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together W%Fh the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goals. ] = M 5—&.{ is that by
the year 2000, every child will start schooi ready to learn.
kwﬁlfi%<//p;;;;Xbegins with good health -- and good health begins here.

t;;;udp Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
Vﬁrj can do it-all for us. But people like you have more power to
(

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.

=
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M.When,Secretary=SullivanuspeakSJOffav"culture of character," he's

not just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours, and

every American's.

Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to desfructivé behavior. only
communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose.
quality of life -- as trustees of théir own health, and that of
their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main educational agency of mankind." He was right. The family
is the ultimate "department of health and human services" ---and
your housé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless sleep of-

indifference -- and no mother has to 1iye a nightmare of despair.

- .
Here in this community: zou're ézg;::;>the victims of

poverty their own destiny --- because.you /{
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to ~{$ﬁ
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: that the
botential of every life is unlimited -- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all -- and may God bless every baby born in

America.

F
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MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991
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([ Secretary Sullivan, Michelle Ealy... [acknowledgements]

I'm proud to be here -- even though the real infant health

expert in our family is my wife, Barbara. You've probably heard
of her: the Mother of all Bushes. \\

When she told me I was coming here to learn how to take care
of toothless, drooling, chubby, bald, babbling little characters,
I said I thought Congress could take care of themselves. \\\

Then she said, "No, I mean those noisy little howlers that
crawl all over you, never giving you.a moment's rest." And I
said, "Why should I have to look after the press corps?" \\\ ]}

Well, I've joined you today, for the sake of something
profoundly important: the future that begins with the birth of a
child. A future that should always be bright with promise.

This country's infant mortality rate declined steadily
across this century. Last year, we saw the greatest decline in
the infant death rate in a decade. Still, the crushing blow of a
child's death falls disproportionately on the poor -- and nowhere
is it written that one baby deserves a better chance at life than
any other.

If, as Charles Dickens once wrote, "Every baby born into the

world is a finer one than the last," it's also true that every
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baby deserves the best. Every child deserves a chance.

In America there should be no young women wondering how to
care for the children of fathers long gone -- and no-E;ild that
lacks the warm embrace of a secure love.

What's been happening here in Chicago gives the rest of the
country reason for hope. People here have bequn to see this:
community not for its problems, but for its untapped potential.

I've just visited a remarkable clinic that coordinates a
wide range of services -- a kind of "one-stop shopping" for
health care. It relies on what I consider the greatest American
technology: the power of the offered hand.

Commuﬁity-workers go door-to-door, making sure young
pregnant women get vitally-needed clinical services. Nutritional
programs. Consistent pre- and post-hétal care. Group and one-
on-one teaching sessions. Peer support. And throughout, a new
sense of personal responsibility.

Across the country, we're challenging communities to match
this program's power to help people -- its potential to

encourage, to empower, to inspire. Why? Because it works.

That's why I'm so committed to comprehensive, community-

based health programs -- with an emphasis on prevention -- as the
key to a healthier America.
Congress has provided $25 million in funding for our

innovative "Healthy Start" initiative, targeted toward 10 at-

risk areas. We aim.to cut infant mortality by half over the next

five years -- and to spread the best ideas to communities across
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this nation. We want all mothers -- especially struggling,
single mothers -- to get access to high quality care.

-
--

I want to congratulate Secretary Sullivan, for reorganizing
and re-charging the child and family support programs at the
Department of Health and Human Services. What an outstanding job
he's doing, for a healthier America. \\

Our budget élso proposed $40 million in additional funding

for childhood immunization, on top of the doubling that occurred

over the previous four years -- for a total of $258 million.
These are significant commitments from government. But
there's another side of the equation that's equally important --
and that's'why I've come here today.
For too long, debate about social issues has been polarized
between those who say government shoﬁid do more for people, and
those who say people should do more for themselves. Some think

only in terms of public resources —- others, only in terms of

private responsibility. I say, let's do a better job with both.
On every serious social issue, our thinking needs to be more
coherent, better integrated, and more effective over the long
term. That's why, together with the nation's Governors, we set
ambitious education goals. One of the most important is that by
the year 2000, every child will start school ready to learn.
That begins with good health -- and good health begins here.
Conventional wisdom says that somehow dollars and doctors
can do it-all for us. But people like you have more power to

affect your own health than any army of doctors in white coats.
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When Secretary Sullivan speaks of a "culture of character," he's
not just doing it for his health -- he's doing it for yours, and
every American's. -
Only communities of conscience can begin to change the
social value system that leads to destructive behavior. only

communities of conscience can encourage young women to choose.

quality of life -- as trustees of their own health, and that-of:

their children.

You know, Martin Luther King once said the family is the
"main educational agency of mankind." He was right. The family
is the ultimate "department of health and human services" -- and
your housé is more powerful than the White House.

No child in America has to be born in a dreamless Sleep of:
indifference -- and no mother has to'iive a nightmare of despair.

Here in this community, you're turning the, victims of
poverty into creators of their own destiny ---because.you .
understand that we don't have a soul to waste, or a minute to
lose.

Let us make this covenant with future generations: <that the
potential of eQery life is-unlimited -- the birth of every child
is filled with promise -- and we have no higher purpose than to
keep that covenant, and fulfill that promise.

Thank you all ~- and may God bless every baby born in

America.



