Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:

FOIA

S

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13565
Folder ID Number: 13565-008

Folder Title:
University of Michigan 5/4/91 [OA 6032]

Section: e Position:

26 17 1

S




D

LU

CLOSE 01D

WHITE HOUS ING MEMORANDUM
- q) APRﬁ i

\'Im.\u-

Ao

P

Document No.

05/01

04/29/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 0 :00 A.M. Wednesday

DATE:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT
(04725 darart one)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o wf MCCLURE { 0
SUNUNU O, O PETERSMEYER v’ C
SCOWCROFT { O PORTER v O
DARMAN \2/ O ROGICH Y~ O |
BRADY o SMITH « O
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD 0 v ROGERS 0 v
DEMAREST 7 O SNOW - ﬂ/
FITZZWATER 0 v PORTER ROSE O
GRAY { O BOSKIN v O
HOLI O O O
REMARKS: T —

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 05/01, with a copy to this
office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

, / I’y A
}AX_’( CCY\A/LWW&’ ' Murks.
/(J/IM,L) JLLeeas PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President

CLOSE Hoip ond St Sereary



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 1, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM: HOLLY WILLIAMSON*&&/

SUBJECT: Michigan speech

In addition to our specific comments marked on the attached text,
please note some general comments as well.

-- Ede thought the emphasis on taxation seemed heavy.

-- We received a wide range of general reactions to the speech.
Some people really liked it -- with the four aspects of freedom
etc. Other people were concerned about the tone of the speech
and the President talking about "the good society" and "political
correctness"” (as also shown in Secretary Alexander's comments).
-- See Secretary Alexander's and the Education Department's

comments which are also attached.

Attachment
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It's a pleasure to stand here in(Michigan Stadium, a place A

that has forged its share of football history -- and political Y,

v
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corp here,\ oA

and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor. lJ

Tha
I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want ;%ﬁC%«L

b// 'ﬁﬁikabout this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey o &
The Union

Bldlsy.

into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. We will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. It seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

v// decency, toleratioz;gnd ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and I
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future and
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?"

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedom,
and how they promise an even greater future for this nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its

inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,

b/// invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.
5ere, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom
~ Qa“s ()
ﬂﬁﬁl, Monaghan =-- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.
[isintataistin- vt

* o
tkmx;;&bik&g Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system

Vﬂ¥ for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for creativity. It makes
lﬁbfig’ it possible for people to accumulate wealth through productivity,
!
j§iﬁ&y' works. It transports ideas and information mz#é2§w1ftly - L////

or y%//

not theft. It enables people to convert good ideas into great

\ﬁfa unfettered by censors

¥ plantation bosses.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom —-- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market —-— they
fail. No conclave of experfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the proceeds of
progress to everyone.

Our domestic program encourages market innovation. It seeks

to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity.

¢ hMWﬂwibM¢ﬂ%Nﬁﬁg;?
We have proposed re-inventing the Amerlcan schooyA “éfqggf "

- . o the

B I

unleashing our national genius. " We hdve proposed antl—crlme' amﬁw% 7ﬁ%ﬁ
measures that would punish the tarrorists who shove honest

businesses out of neighborhoods in need. Wé have proposed market /
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.

Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This yeaf;s transportation package seeks to invite

entrepreneurship.j We even have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and ih many cases, no fighfs of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. In a world transformed by freedom,
we mﬁst look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now spendé more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of'labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, %gz%éside money for b///
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-eqggq.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone frém four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire
cynicism?

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most
prosperous-nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. We must look instead to

compassion that works.



5

We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If I can risk learning how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunatelf, free speech is under assault throughout the

NS United States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The

A . ~
f”1§:7'~ﬁ<<Fornado of (Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges

. B
.+~ T and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
gy Yy |

gwg§7f‘¥u:sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old

, s LR

vvwig@@§;prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits,

B gt

‘Q?Xﬁﬁgf ‘certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.

v“{? v]«&,/ .

X ‘N%fy Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
' ;s inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. "It teaches eople how
Ry P

( \“ Ay
thiwy“ to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It

v attempts to fofce everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. 1In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we

must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit -

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we



certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
\$ and rigorous inquiry.
k \ Our Secretary of duc--‘on, Lamar Alexander,lready has 2

P
7
~

\ \
%%nfro ed thil cult of censorshNp by challe ging col“--eg¢f

ertificatiqQn orgahizations td pPolidjcally 52 :éét

decrees and 18k to the business>JE determimingy ;tﬁer colleges

meet basji€ educationy require;ents.

o ~ But it would be wrong to su;gest that incivility has been

QS} eﬁ&conflned to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying

wﬁg flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free speeqh leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedoﬁ —— freedom of spirit. 1In

recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole -- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. Yet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
_millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. In many ways, theirgihas an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.

o
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Progranms designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Prograns
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
-- an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. Our government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn'f trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to PC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax

expenditures. My vision_for America depends heavily on you, for

are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creatlon, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
you to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get

involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get

Ukkka involved.. (Don't just wave plackards7aﬁa-;ESEEE§Have the decency

to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. -Question authority but examine yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out

villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
perhaps of you@é The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless you and God bless the United States of

America.

{&UAM ON S CLW@/LWLMJA C(wfo””gL
I k.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

May 1, 1991

TO: Holly Williamson
Associate Director
of Cabinet Affairs
The White

FROM: Etta

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Remarks
‘ for University of Michigan Commencement

In addition to the senior Department officials who typically
review Presidential drafts, Secretary Alexander tock a personal
interest in this text. The Secretary's personal comments are

att-ﬂ Clleg .

Page 5, third paragraph: There is no gquéstion that the
concept of political correctness is an iss on many American
campuses. You will note from the Sectet 's comments a
suggestion to frame the discussion on jpelitical correctness in
terms of the Bill of Rights and First Xmendment.

Page 6, first full paragraphs: It is misleading and
inaccurate to couch the Secretary's challenge to the
accreditation process as a reaction to PC-ism. This text
suggests a decision has been made---that is not true. The text
also suggests that the Secretary was motivated by an adversity to
PC-ism. While he does object to PC-ism, his challenge to one of
the major accreditation agencies is based at least in part on the
responsibility of the Department, not an accreditation agency, to
enforce civil rights laws. Another major factor is the
Secretary's desire to guarantee to education institutions the
greatest possible degree of academic freedon.

st ‘e e oy delate ' 15 ar daph. Its
absence will not weaken the text at all and will avoid
overstatement and misunderstanding regarding the Department's
actions. ' :

Attachment

ce:  Steve Danzansky
Wade Dyke

400 MARVLANDG AVE. 5W, WARBHINGTOR, Do 202004134
120%) 7323020
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON P 3

May 2, 1991

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: TONY SNOWRD

SUBJECT: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT

On Saturday, May 4th at 11:00 a.m. you will deliver the
commencement remarks at the University of Michigan to an audience
of roughly 70,000 graduating seniors and their families and

guests. You will speak for about 21 minutes and your remarks
will be teleprompted.



Snow/Grossman

9] MAY -2 PH12: 39 DRAFT THREE
MAY 2, 1991
MI

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT
MAY 4, 1991
11 a.m.

It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has witnessed its share of gridiron glory -- and political
history. The last time I was in Ann Arbor, we commemorated John
Kennedy's unveiling of the Peace Corps. And, as your
commencement program indicates, Lyndon Johnson introduced the
Great Society in a University of Michigan commencement address.
That was nearly 27 years ago.

Today, I want to talk about this historic moment. Your
commencement -- your journey into the "real world" -- coincides

with this nation's commencement into a world freed from Cold War

conflict and thrust into an era of cooperation and economic
competition.

The’ United States plays a defining role in that world. our
economic strength, our military power and most of all, our
national character brought us to this special moment. When our
policies unleashed the ecoﬁomic expansion of the 1980s, we
exposed forever the failures of socialism. We reaffirmed our
status as the world's greatest economic powver. When we sent
- troops to the Persian Gulf, we showed that we take principles V{

seriously enough to risk dying for them.
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our suécesses in recent years have banished the doubts that
Plagued us in the period following the Vietnam War. Self-
persecution and malaise have given way to a renewed co;fidence in
rican decency, values, abilities. In my recent travels around
the country I have felt an idealism -- not self-congratulation,
but real idealism -- that I haven't felt in 30 yeafs.' People
have faith in the future. They ask: "What next?"' "How can I
help?"
In a real and palpable sense, we have rediscovered the
invigorating power of the idea that toppled the Berlin wWall, and
L//ied a world to strike back at Saddam Hussein. The idea and ideal
of freedom.
I would like to talk today about the nature of freedom, and
N//how its demands lie at the heart of our domestic agenda.
Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
;nception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
/L/gnvention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.
Here, people of vision -~ Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Martin
Luther King Jr. -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.
These achievements testify to the greatness of our free
enterprise system. This system doesn't merely reward creativity:
it encourages it -~ but in a very special way.
In past ages, and in other economic systems, people could
acquire wealth only by seizing goods from others. Free

enterprise liberates us from this Hobbesian-quagmire. It rewards
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toil and determination. It lets one person's fortune become
everyone's gain;

No system of development ever has nurtured virtue.és
completely and rigorously as ours -- a point the pope made
recently in an encyclical about econonmics.

When governments try to improve on freedom -- say, by
picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they fail.
No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match the
genius of a market. Markets collect and distribute the wisdom of
millions of people, sash pursuing:thei destinies in different
ways. They make it possible for someone unknown to the high and
mighty to become high and mighty.

Thus, the information revolution was hatched in garages and
basements. The fast-food chain began as a lonely link on an
obscure roadway. My point is simple: Free markets help give
everyone access to unexpected discoveries.

Our economic and domestic programs grow out of an
appreciation of freedom's special power. In a variety of areas,
in a host of ways, we apply the lessons of freedom to the tasks
of government.

For example, we have committed ourselves to eliminating
rules, red tape and harrassments that prevent good people from
doing great things. The Competitiveness Council, chaired by the
Vice President, tries to liberate entrepreneurs from unnecessary

regulation.
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our América 2000 educational strategy challenges the nation
to re-invent the American school, to create communities-where
learning can happen, to unleash our national genius. -

We have proposed anti-crime measures to punish the thugs who
shove honest businesses out of neighborhoods in need. We have
incorporated market incentives into our legislative proposals, so
£axpayers will get a fair return on their dollars. Just look at
last year's child care legislatiqn and Clean Air Act, or this
Year's transportation bill.

We repeatedly have tried to slash the capital gains tax, so
that people with dreams might have access to the capital
necessary to turn those dreams into works and deeds. And we have
proposed a comprehensive banking reform package that protects the
financial system upon which economic growth depends.

We even have proposed extending the dignity of home
ownership to people who now 1ivé in government-owned apartments -
- housing blocks in which residents enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.
Ownership gives people a stake in their neighborhood -- and in
our shared future.

Although we have.tried to transfer power into the hands of
our people, we haven't done enough. In a world transformed by
freedom, we must look for other ways to harness the hope that
thrills us all. We must inspire people to pursue ambitions,

build fuller lives for themselves.
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The avérage worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of eachlyear working just to pay the tax man -- and
increasing numbers of citizens see that burden as a ba;fier to
achieving their dreams.

We have tried to put a 1id on the spending that drives taxes
-- and to concentrate government efforts on truly national
purposes. If we want to prevent even greatericynicism about:
government, we must demand public services that serve the
public. We must insist upon compassion that works. Just as our
nation has entered a new industrial révolution, so ought our

overnment catch up with the times.

But the power to create rests on other kinds of freedom --
especially the freedom to think and speak one's mind. This may
be the most fundamental and deeply revered of all our liberties -
~ not just because Americans like to wrestle with ideas, but
because free speech helps us separate good ideas from bad. It
defines and cultivates the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It tears off the blinders of ignorance and
prejudice and lets us move on to greater things.

Ironically, on the 200th anniversary of our Bill of Rights,
.we find free speech under assault throughout the United States,
including on some college campuses. The notion of political
correctness has ignited controversy across the land. Although
the movement arises from the laudable desire to sweep away the

debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old prejudices with new
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ones. It déclares certain topics off-limits, certain expression
off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.

One university, for instance,‘recently tried to pd%law
"inappropriately directed laughter" and "conspicuous exclusion of
students from conversation." In others, students have tried to
settle disagreements by starting fights -~ or trying to get their
ideological foes kicked out of school.

What begun as a crusade for civility thus has soured into a
call for conflict, in which people resort to raw power =-- rather
than the power of ideas.

Throughout history, attempts to micromanage casual
donversation have only incited distrust. 1Invited people to look
for an insult in every word, gesture, action. In their own
Orwellian way, crusades that demanq correct behavior crush
diversity in the name of diversity.

We all should be alarmed at the rise of intolerance in our
land. Think of cases in which people have tried to discourage
smoking in restaurants not by asking others to stop -- but by
hailing the police.

Think of political extremists, who arouse emotions by using
fighting words -- taunts and chérges designed to intimidate
opponents and to make people fearful of speaking their hearts and
minds.

Such bullying is outrageous, and not worthy of a great
"nation grounded in the values of tolerance and respect. As

Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to the values of honest,
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open, probiﬁg discussion. We must use our persuasive powers to
conquer bigotry and prejudice. We must fight the temptation to
assign bad motives to people who simply disagree with Jé.

If we hope to make full use of the optimism I discussed
earlier, we must create an atmosphere in which people can talk
freely, honestly, openly. We must build a society in which
people can join in common cause without having to surrender their
identities.

You can lead the way. Share your thoughts and experiencesi
your hopes and frustrations. Defend others! rights to speak. _#f
harmony be our goal, let's pursue harmony -- not Inquisition. -!

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another, l
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. Ih
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we as a nation have i
discouraged good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune b&
asking: Whom can I sue? Many would-be Samaritans ask: Who can g
Sue me? People have avoided such noble arts as medicine for fe;r
of facing unreasonable and undefined liability threats. f vyfﬂj

.‘b

1

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume;
i
|

understanéable, but dangerous. When Washington tries to act iq

roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. This is

behalf of families or churches, individuals may be tempted to f
. {

discard their own sense of responsibility -- to argue that onl%
|

government bears responsibility for helping people in need.

/

/
[
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If we have learned anything in the past quarter century, it
is that we cannot federalize virtue. Nor can we in Washington
solve the nation's woes by decree. -

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he addressed
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvestﬂof'racism;
protecting our environment.

He fought vigorously to enact the wisdom of his time. He
believed that cadres of experts really could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on soéial programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:
If the numbers were right, America was right.

Somehow, we got to the point of equating dollars with {)9
commitment -~ and when programs failed to produce progress, we
demanded more money. 1In time, this crusade backfired. Programs
designed to ensure racial harmony generated animosity. Prograns
intended to help people out of poverty invited dependency.

We should have iearned that while the ideals behihd the
Great Society were noble, the programs weren't always up to the
task. Wefheed to rethink our approach -- and we should begin by
affirming_bur commitment to freedom. Let's tell our people: We
don't want an America by the numbers. We want to build a
community of commitment and t;ust.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation, I wasn't tryingv‘/_7

to create a slogan. An effective government must be gehtle,
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kind, firm and humble. It must know its limitations -- and
respect its people's capabilities. In return, people must assume
the final burden of freedom -- responsibility. )

| Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom must
pPreserve it -- build a society that prefers creativity to envy,
brotherhood to faction, plain talk to censorship, environmental
stewardship to plunder.

It may be tempting to pretend that truly important matters
demand crusaqes full oﬁxexpenseiaha\drama. It may be comforting
to act as humahity 's greatest battles unfold on fields shrouded
in smoke and soaked\\\th bloo&\<: or in pac\ed hearing\rooms
where dogged prosecutors unmask v111a1ns and cheats. N

But that's just not how it works in real life. For most of
us, our greatest challenges arise in living rooms, on
neighborhood streets, around the dinner table, at the office.

And our greatest challengers are our families, friends,
colleagues.

If you teach your children and others how to hate, they will
learn, If you encourage them not to trust others, they will
follow yoég:lead. If you talk about compassion, but refuse to Wéﬂ?
help thoseiin need, people will notice.

Once your commencement ends and your adult life begins, you

will have to rely on the sternest stuff of all: yourself.

In the end, government will not make you good or evil. Religious

institutions will not make you good or evil. it T not-maRe—you
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ggggagg_agii. The quality of your life -- and of our nation's
future -- depends as much on how you treat your fellow women and
men as it does on the way in which we in Washington conduct
affairs of state.

My vision for America depends heavily on you. You must
assume responsibility for this nation's future. You must defend
the freedoms of creation, expression and spirit. You must build
a more prosperous and peaceful society.

We don't need another Great Society, with huge and ambitious
programs -- administered by the incumbeﬁt few. We need a Good
Society, built upon the deeds of the many -- a society that
promotes service, selflessnesé, action. |

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares. you to explore
the full promise of citizenship, to join in partnership with
family, friends, government to make our world beﬁfer.

The Good Society does not demand agonizing sacrifice. It
asks only for common decency and commitment. Get to know your
neighbors. Build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you
go. Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Gobd Government is an integral part of the Good Society.

. Our domestic agenda contains many new programs and initiatives,

but fhey involve précise approaches well-defined programs. The

idea is simple: lihit government to what it can and should do --
and to leave the rest up to you.

Lgf'me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of

your abilities. OQuestion authority but examine yourself. Demand
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good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Take
risks. Muster the cotg;;ﬁﬁto be what I call a point of light.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek Sut
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills. Focus on freedom's promise -- on your promise.

When John Kennedy talked of sending a man to the méon, he
didn't say: We want to avoid getting stranded on this planet. He
said: We will send a man to the moon.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
quite possibly of yours. The old ways of doing things have run

their course, and we need new ones. Find them. Dare to serve

others and future generations will never forget the example you

set.,

This is your day. Congratulations. Thank you. Good luck. .

May God bless you and the United States of America.

o



) UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT \ MICHIGAN STADIUM
SATURDAY, MAY 4, 1991 \ 11 A.M.
PRESIDENT JAMES DUDERSTADT AND GOVERNOR JOHN
ENGLER, DISTINGUISHED REGENTS, HONORARY DEGREE
RECIPIENTS. AND OF COURSE, MICHIGAN'S CLASS OF 1991.

// IT's A PLEASURE To STAND HERE IN MICHIGAN STADIUM, A

PLACE THAT HAS WITNESSED ITS SHARE OF GRIDIRON GLORY
== AND POLITICAL HISTORY. THE LAST TIME I wAs IN ANN
ARBOR, WE COMMEMORATED JOHN KENNEDY'S UNVEILING OF THE
PEACE Corps. -

AND,'AS YOUR COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM INDICATES, LyNDON
JOHNSON INTRODUCED THE GREAT SOCIETY IN A UNIVERSITY
OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS.

TobAYy, I WANT TO TALK ABoUT THIS HISTORIC MOMENT.
YOUR COMMENCEMENT -- YOUR JOURNEY INTO THE "REAL WORLD"
== COINCIDES WITH THIS NATION'S COMMENCEMENT INTO A
WORLD FREED FROM CoLD WAR CONFLICT AND THRUST INTO AN
ERA OF COOPERATION AND ECONOMIC COMPETITION.

e -
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THE UNITED STATES PLAYS A DEFINING ROLE IN THAT
WORLD. OUR ECONOMIC STRENGTH, OUR MILITARY POWER AND
MOST OF ALL, OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER BROUGHT US TO THIS
SPECIAL MOMENT. WHEN OUR POLICIES UNLEASHED THE
ECONOMIC EXPANSION OF THE 1980S, WE EXPOSED FOREVER THE
FAILURES OF SOCIALISM -- AND REAFFIRMED OUR STATUS AS

THE WORLD'S GREATEST ECONOMIC POWER. WHEN WE SENT
TROOPS TO THE PERSIAN GULF, WE SHOWED THAT WE TAKE

PRINCIPLES SERIOUSLY ENOUGH TO RISK DYING FOR THEM.

-4 -
Our successes HAVE BANISHED THE VIETNAM-ERA

PHANTOMS OF DOUBT AND DISTRUST. 1IN MY RECENT TRAVELS

AROUND THE COUNTRY I HAvE FELT AN IDEALISM THAT WE

AMERICANS SUPPOSEDLY HAD LOST. PEOPLE HAVE FAITH IN

THE FUTURE. THEY Ask: "WHAT NEXT?" "How can I HeLp?"
WE HAVE REDISCOVERED THE POWER OF THE IDEA THAT
TOPPLED THE BERLIN WALL, AND LED A WOR

LD TO STRIKE BACK

AT SADDAM Hussezn. Like GENERATIONS BEFORE US, WE HAVE

BEGUN TO DEFINE FOR OURSELVES THE PROMISE OF FREEDOM
\.

e
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I WOULD LIKE TO TALK TODAY ABOUT THE NATURE OF
FREEDOM, AND HOW ITS DEMANDS WILL SHAPE OUR FUTURE AS A
NATION. .

LET ME START WITH THE FREEDOM TO CREATE. FROM ITS
INCEPTION, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN A LABORATORY FOR
CREATION, INVENTION, EXPLORATION. HERE, MERIT CONQUERS
CIRCUMSTANCE. HERE, PEOPLE OF VISION -- ABRAHAM
LINCOLN, HENRY FORD, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. -- OUTGROW

ROUGH ORIGINS AND TRANSFORM A WORLD.

-6 -

THESE ACHIEVEMENTS TESTIFY TO THE GREATNESS OF OUR
FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM. IN PAST AGES, AND IN OTHER
ECONOMIC ORDERS, PEOPLE COULD ACQUIRE WEALTH ONLY BY
SEIZING GOODS FROM OTHERS. FREE ENTERPRISE LIBERATES
US FROM THIS HOBBESIAN QUAGMIRE. IT LETS ONE PERSON'S
FORTUNE BECOME EVERYONE'S GAIN.

THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM, BUILT UPON THE
FOUNDATION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, HARNESSES OUR POWERFUL
INSTINCTS FOR CREATIVITY.

B et
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IT GIVES EVERYONE AN INTEREST IN SHARED PROSPERITY --
IN FREEDOM, IN RESPECT.

No SYSTEM OF DEVELOPMENT EVER HAS NURTURED VIRTUE
AS COMPLETELY AND RIGOROUSLY AS OURS. WE HAVE BECOME
THE MOST EGALITARIAN SOCIETY IN HISTORY -- AND ONE OF
THE MOST HARMONIOUS -- BECAUSE WE LET PEOPLE WORK
FREELY TOWARD THEIR DESTINIES. |

WHEN GOVERNMENTS TRY TO IMPROVE ON FREEDOM -- SAY,
BY PICKING WINNERS AND LOSERS IN THE ECONOMIC MARKET
-- THEY FAIL.

[T

-8 -
No CONCLAVE OF EXPERTS, NO MATTER HOW BRILLIANT, CAN
MATCH THE SHEER INGENUITY OF A MARKET THAT COLLECTS AND
DISTRIBUTES THE WISDOM OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, ALL
PURSUING THEIR DESTINIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS.

OUR ADMINISTRATION APPRECIATES THE POWER OF FREE
ENTERPRISE -- AND OUR ECONOMIC AND DOMESTIC PROGRAMS
TRY TO APPLY THE GENIUS OF THE MARKET TO THE NEEDS OF
THE_NATION.
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FOR EXAMPLE, WE WANT TO ELIMINATE RULES AND RED

TAPE THAT BIND THE HANDS AND MINDS OF ENTREPRENEURS AND
INNOVATORS. .

Our AMERICA 2000 EDUCATIONAL STRATEGY CHALLENGES
THE NATION TO RE-INVENT THE AMERICAN SCHOOL -- TO | =
COMPETE IN THE RACE TO UNLEASH OUR NATIONAL GENIUS.

WE HAVE INCORPORATED MARKET INCENTIVES INTO OUR
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS, SO TAXPAYERS WILL GET A FAIR
RETURN ON THEIR DOLLARS.

- 10 -

JUST LOOK AT LAST YEAR’S CHILD CARE LEGISLATION AND

CLEAN AIR ACT, OR THIS YEAR'S TRANSPORTATION BILL.
WE HAVE PROPOSED A COMPREHENSIVE BANKING REFORM

P

PACKAGE THAT STRENGTHENS THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM UPON
WHICH ECONOMIC GROWTH DEPENDS. WE REPEATEDLY HAVE
TRIED TO SLASH THE CAPITAL GAINS TAX, SO PEOPLE WITH
DREAMS HAVE A CHANCE OF ACHIEVING THEM.

AND WE WANT TO EXTEND THE DIGNITY OF HOME OWNERSHIP
TO PEOPLE WHO NOW LIVE IN GOVERNMENT-OWNED APARTMENTS.
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ALTHOUGH WE HAVE TRIED TO TRANSFER POWER INTO THE
HANDS OF OUR PEOPLE, WE HAVEN'T DONE ENOUGH. IN A
WORLD TRANSFORMED BY FREEDOM, WE MUST LOOK FOR OTHER
WAYS TO HELP PEOPLE BUILD GOOD LIVES FOR THEMSELVES AND

THEIR FAMILIES.
THE AVERAGE WORKER IN THE UNITED STATES NOW SPENDS

MORE THAN FOUR MONTHS OF EACH YEAR WORKING JUST TO PAY
THE TAX MAN =-- AND INCREASING NUMBERS OF CITIZENS SEE

THAT BURDEN AS A BARRIER TO ACHIEVING THEIR DREAMS.

- 12 -

WE HAVE TRIED TO PUT A LID ON THE SPENDING THAT
DRIVES TAXES -- AND TO CONCENTRATE GOVERNMENT EFFORTS
ON TRULY NATIONAL PURPOSES. THIS IS ONLY COMMON SENSE.
IF WE WANT TO BUILD FAITH IN GOVERNMENT, WE MUST DEMAND

PUBLIC SERVICES THAT SERVE THE PUBLIC. WE MUST INSIST
UPON COMPASSION THAT WORKS.

BUT THE POWER TO CREATE ALSO RESTS ON OTHER

FREEDOMS -- ESPECIALLY THE FREEDOM TO THINK AND SPEAK
ONE’'S MIND.

—_—— -
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THIS MAY BE THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL AND DEEPLY REVERED OF
ALL OUR LIBERTIES -- NOT JUST BECAUSE AMERICANS LIKE To
DEBATE, BUT BECAUSE FREE SPEECH” PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN
HELPING US IMPROVE OURSELVES. IT SEPARATES GOOD IDEAS
FROM BAD. IT DEFINES AND CULTIVATES THE DIVERSITY UPON
WHICH OUR NATIONAL GREATNESS RESTS. IT TEARS OFF THE

BLINDERS OF IGNORANCE AND PREJUDICE AND LETS US MOVE ON
TO GREATER THINGS.

oy
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IRONICALLY, ON THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR BiLL oF
RIGHTS, WE FIND FREE SPEECH UNDER ASSAULT THROUGHOUT
THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING ON SOME COLLEGE CAMPUSES,
THE NOTION OF "POLITICAL CORRECTNESS" HAS IGNITED
CONTROVERSY ACROSS THE LAND. ALTHOUGH THE MOVEMENT
ARISES FROM THE LAUDABLE DESIRE TO SWEEP AWAY THE
DEBRIS OF RACISM AND HATRED, IT REPLACES OLD PREJUDICES
WITH NEW ONES. IT DECLARES CERTAIN TOPICS OFF-LIMITS,
CERTAIN EXPRESSION OFF-LIMITS, EVEN CERTAIN GESTURES
OFF-LIMITS.
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WHAT BEGAN AS A CRUSADE FOR CIVILITY HAS SOURED
INTO A CAUSE OF CONFLICT AND EVEN CENSORSHIP.

DISPUTANTS TREAT SHEER FORCE -= GETTING THEIR FOES
PUNISHED OR EXPELLED, FOR INSTANCE -- AS A SUBSTITUTE
FOR THE POWER OF IDEAS.

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, ATTEMPTS TO MICROMANAGE CASUAL
CONVERSATION HAVE ONLY INCITED DISTRUST. THEY HAVE
INVITED PEOPLE TO LOOK FOR AN INSULT IN EVERY WORD,
GESTURE, ACTION. |

- 16 -
IN THEIR OWN ORWELLIAN WAY, CRUSADES THAT DEMAND
CORRECT BEHAVIOR CRUSH DIVERSITY IN THE NAME OF

DIVERSITY.
We ALL SHOULD BE ALARMED AT THE RISE OF INTOLERANCE g

IN OUR LAND -- AND BY THE GROWING TENDENCY TO USE
INTIMIDATION RATHER THAN REASON IN SETTLING DISPUTES.
NEIGHBORS WHO DISAGREE NO LONGER SETTLE MATTERS OVER A
CUP OF COFFEE. THEY HIRE LAWYERS AND GO TO COURT.
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POLITICAL EXTREMISTS ROAM THE LAND, SETTING CITIZENS
AGAINST ONE ANOTHER ON THE BASIS OF THEIR CLASS OR
RACE. SUCH BULLYING IS OUTRAGEOUS, AND NOT WORTHY OF A
GREAT NATION GROUNDED IN THE VALUES OF TOLERANCE AND
RESPECT. LET US FIGHT BACK AGAINST THE BORING POLITICS
OF DIVISION AND DERISION. LET’'S TRUST OUR FRIENDS AND
COLLEAGUES TO RESPOND TO REASON.

- 18 -

As AMERICANS WE MUST USE OUR PERSUASIVE POWERS TO

CONQUER BIGOTRY. WE MUST CONQUER THE TEMPTATION TO

ASSIGN BAD MOTIVES TO PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH US.

IF WE HOPE TO MAKE FULL USE OF THE OPTIMISM I
DISCUSSED EARLIER, MEN AND WOMEN MUST FEEL FREE TO
SPEAK THEIR HEARTS AND MINDS. WE MUST BUILD A SOCIETY
IN WHICH PEOPLE CAN JOIN IN COMMON CAUSE WITHOUT HAVING
TO SURRENDER THEIR IDENTITIES.
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You CAN LEAD THE WAY. SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND

'EXPERIENCES; YOUR HOPES AND FRUSTRATIONS. DEFEND

r
OTHERS' RIGHTS TO SPEAK. IF HWARMONY BE OUR GOAL, LET'S
PURSUE_HARMONY =-- NOT INQUISITION.
THE VIRTUE OF FREE SPEECH LEADS NATURALLY TO

ANOTHER, EQUALLY IMPORTANT DIMENSION OF FREEDOM --
FREEDOM OF SPIRIT. IN RECENT TIMES, OFTEN WITH NOBLE

INTENTIONS, WE AS A NATION HAVE DISCOURAGED GOOD WORKS.

- 20 -

NowAbAaYs, MANY RESPOND TO MISFORTUNE BY ASKING: WHOM
CAN I SUE? EVEN WORSE, MANY WOULD-BE SAMARITANS
WONDER: WILL SOMEONE SUE ME? TALENTED, CONCERNED MEN
AND WOMEN AVOID SUCH NOBLE PROFESSIONS AS MEDICINE FOR
FEAR THAT UNREASONABLE AND UNDEFINED LIABILITY CLAIMS
WILL FORCE THEM TO SPEND MORE TIME IN COURT THAN IN THE
OFFICE.

AT THE SAME TIME, GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS HAVE TRIED TO
ASSUME ROLES ONCE RESERVED FOR FAMILIES, SCHOOLS,
CHURCHES. THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE, BUT DANGEROUS .

-~ - .- —_ - - ™
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WHEN GOVERNMENT TRIES TO SERVE AS A PARENT, TEACHER OR
'MORAL GUIDE, INDIVIDUALS MAY BE TEMPTED TO DISCARD
THEIR OWN SENSE OF RESPONSIBILETY -- TO ARGUE THAT ONLY
GOVERNMENT MUST HELP PEOPLE IN NEED.

IF WE HAVE LEARNED ANYTHING IN THE PAST QUARTER
CENTURY, IT IS THAT WE CANNOT FEDERALIZE VIRTUE.
INDEED, AS WE PILE LAW UPON LAW, PROGRAM UPON PROGRAM,

RULE UPON RULE, WE ACTUALLY CAN WEAKEN PEOPLE’'S MORAL
SENSITIVITY,

- 22 -
THE RULE OF LAW GIVES WAY TO THE RULE OF THE LOOPHOLE
—- THE NOTION THAT WHATEVER IS NOT ILLEGAL MUST BE

ACCEPTABLE. IN THIS WAY, GREAT GOALS GO UNMET.

WHEN PRESIDENT JOHNSON SPOKE HERE IN 1964 HE
ADDRESSED ISSUES THAT REMAIN WITH US. HE PROPOSED
REVITALIZING CITIES; REJUVENATING SCHOOLS; TRAMPLING
DOWN THE HOARY HARVEST OF RACISM; PROTECTING OUR

ENVIRONMENT.
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HE APPLIED THE WISDOM OF HIS TIME TO THESE
CHALLENGES. HE BELIEVED THAT CADRES OF EXPERTS REALLY
CouLD CARE FOR THE MILLIONS. THEY WOULD CALCULATE
IDEAL TAX RATES, IDEAL RATES OF EXPENDITURE ON SOCIAL
PROGRAMS, IDEAL DISTRIBUTIONS OF WEALTH AND PRIVILEGE.
IN MANY WAYS, THEIRS WAS AN AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS: IF
THE NUMBERS WERE RIGHT, AMERICA WAS RIGHT.

GRADUALLY, WE GOT TO THE POINT OF EQUATING DOLLARS
WITH COMMITMENT -- AND WHEN PROGRAMS FAILED TO PRODUCE

Iy

PROGRESS, WE DEMANDED MORE MONEY.

V)
-
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IN TIME, THIS CRUSADE BACKFIRED. PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO
ENSURE RACTAL HARMONY -- GENERATED ANIMOSITY. PROGRAMS

INTENDED TO HELP PEOPLE OUT OF POVERTY -~ INVITED

DEPENDENCY. | u
WE SHOULD HAVE LEARNED THAT WHILE THE IDEALS BEHIND

THE GREAT SOCIETY WERE NOBLE, THE PROGRAMS WEREN'T

ALWAYS UP TO THE TASK. WE NEED TO RETHINK OUR

APPROACH. LET'S TELL OUR PEOPLE: WE DON'T WANT AN

AMERICA EY THE NUMBERS.
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WE DON'T WANT A LAND OF LOOPHOLES. WE WANT A COMMUNITY
OF COMMITMENT AND TRUST. | |

WHEN I TALKED OF A KINDER, .GENTLER NATION, I wWASN'T
TRYING TO CREATE A SLOGAN. I WAS ISSUING A CHALLENGE.
AN EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT MUST KNOW ITS LIMITATIONS --
AND RESPECT ITS PEOPLE’'S CAPABILITIES. IN RETURN,
PEOPLE MUST ASSUME THE FINAL BURDEN OF FREEDOM --

RESPONSIBILITY.

- 26 -

ANY INTRODUCTORY COURSE IN POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
TEACHES THAT FREEDOM ENTAILS RESPONSIBILITY. MosT oF
OUR GREATEST RESPONSIBILITIES CONFRONT US NOT IN
GOVERNMENT HEARING ROOMS, BUT AROUND DINNER TABLES, ON
THE STREETS -- AT THE OFFICE. |

IF YOU TEACH YOUR CHILDREN AND OTHERS HOW TO HATE,

THEY WILL LEARN. IF YOU ENCOURAGE THEM NOT TO TRUST

OTHERS, THEY WILL FOLLOW YOUR LEAD. IF YOU TALK ABOUT
COMPASSION, BUT REFUSE TO HELP THOSE IN NEED, YOUR
CHILDREN WILL LEARN TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY.
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ONCE YOUR COMMENCEMENT ENDS AND YOUR ADULT LIFE
BEGINS, YOU WILL HAVE TO RELY ON THE STERNEST STUFF OF

ALL: YOURSELF. IN THE END, GOVERNMENT WILL NOT MAKE
YOU GOOD OR EVIL. THE QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE =-- AND OF

OUR NATION'S FUTURE -- DEPENDS AS MUCH ON HOW YOU TREAT

YOUR FELLOW WOMEN AND MEN AS IT DOES ON THE WAY IN
WHICH WE IN WASHINGTON CONDUCT AFFAIRS OF STATE. AFTER
ALL, THE OPPOSITE OF GREED IS NOT TAXATION. IT Is
SERVICE.

fow
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My VISION FOR AMERICA DEPENDS HEAVILY ON You. You
MUST PROTECT THE FREEDOMS OF CREATION, SPEECH AND
'SPIRIT. YOU MUST BUILD A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS
FUTURE.

WE DON’'T NEED ANOTHER GREAT SOCIETY, WITH HUGE AND
AMBITIOUS PROGRAMS -- ADMINISTERED BY THE INCUMBENT
'FEW. WE NEED A GOOD SOCIETY, BUILT UPON THE DEEDS OF
THE MANY -- A SOCIETY THAT PROMOTES SERVICE,
SELFLESSNESS, ACTION.
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THE GOOD SOCIETY POSES A CHALLENGE:

OUR WORLD BETTER.

IT DARES YOU
TO EXPLORE THE FULL PROMISE OF CITIZENSHIP, TO JOIN IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILY, FRIENDS, GOVERNMENT TO MAKE

THE GOOD SOCIETY DOES NOT DEMAND AGONIZING
SACRIFICE. IT REQUIRES SOMETHING WITHIN EVERYONE'S
REACH: COMMON DECENCY AND COMMITMENT.
NEIGHBORS. BUILD BONDS OF TRUST AT HOME, AT WORK,
WHEREVER YOU GO. DON’'T JUST TALK ABOUT PRINCIPLES:

LIVE THEM.

KNOW YOUR

~——

e
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LET ME LEAVE YOU TODAY WITH AN EXHORTATION: MAKE

THE _MOST OF YOUR ABILITIES.

QUESTION AUTHORITY BUT

EXAMINE YOURSELF. DEMAND GOOD GOVERNMENT, BUT STRIVE

TO DO WHAT IS GOOD. TAKE RISKS,

BE WHAT I CALL A POINT OF LIGHT.

ALso: DEFINE YOUR MISSIONS POSITIVELY.

MUSTER THE COURAGE TO

DoN'T SEEK

OUT VILLAINS. DON'T FALL PREY TO OBSESSIONS ABOUT

"FREEDOM FROM" VARIOUS ILLS.
PROMISE -- ON YOUR PROMISE.

Focus ON FREEDOM'S
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WHEN JOHN KENNEDY TALKED OF SENDING A MAN TO THE
MOON, HE DIDN'T SAY: WE WANT TO AVOID GETTING STRANDED
ON THIS PLANET. HE sAIiD: WE WILL SEND A MAN TO THE
MOON. WE MUST BE EQUALLY DETERMINED TO ACHIEVE OUR
COMMON GOALS.

WE LIVE IN THE MOST EXCITING PERIOD OF MY
LIFETIME -- AND QUITE POSSIBLY OF YOURS. THE OLD WAYS
OF DOING THINGS HAVE RUN THEIR COURSE. FIND NEW ONES.
DARE TO SERVE OTHERS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS WILL NEVER
FORGET THE EXAMPLE YOU SET.

[
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THIS IS YOUR DAY. CONGRATULATIONS. THANK YOU.

GooD LUCK.
MAY GoD BLESS YOU AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

i # # i
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THE UNITED STATES PLAYS A DEFINING ROLE IN THAT
WORLD. OUR ECONOMIC STRENGTH, OUR MILITARY POWER AND
MOST OF ALL, OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER BROUGHT US TO THIS
SPECIAL MOMENT. WHEN OUR POLICIES UNLEASHED THE
ECONOMIC EXPANSION OF THE 1980S, WE EXPOSED FOREVER THE
FAILURES OF SOCIALISM -- AND REAFFIRMED OUR STATUS AS
THE WORLD'S GREATEST ECONOMIC POWER. WHEN WE SENT
TROOPS TO THE PERSIAN GULF, WE SHOWED THAT WE TAKE
PRINCIPLES SERIOUSLY ENOUGH TO RISK DYING FOR THEM.
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OUR SUCCESSES HAVE BANISHED THE VIETNAM-ERA Aiif wtprt
PHANTOMS OF DOUBT AND DISTRUST. IN MY RECENT TRAVELS
AROUND THE COUNTRY I HAVE FELT AN IDEALISM THAT WE
AMERICANS SUPPOSEDLY HAD LOST. PEOPLE HAVE FAITH IN
THE FUTURE. THEY ASK: "WHAT NEXT?" "HOW CAN I HELP?"

WE HAVE REDISCOVERED THE POWER OF THE IDEA THAT
TOPPLED THE BERLIN WALL, AND LED A WORLD TO STRIKE BACK
AT SADDAM HUSSEIN. LIKE GENERATIONS BEFORE US, WE HAVE

BEGUN TO DEFINE FOR QURSELVES THE PROMISE OF FREEDOQM.

I WOULD LIKE TO TALK TODAY ABOUT THE NATURE OF
FREEDOM, AND HOW ITS DEMANDS WILL SHAPE OUR FUTURE AS A
NATION.



-3 -

LET ME START WITH THE FREEDOM TO CREATE. FROM ITS
INCEPTION, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN A LABORATORY FOR
CREATION, INVENTION, EXPLORATION. HERE, MERIT CONQUERS
CIRCUMSTANCE. HERE; PEOPLE OF VISION -- ABRAHAM
LINCOLN, HENRY FORD, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. -- OUTGROW
ROUGH ORIGINS AND TRANSFORM A WORLD.

THESE ACHIEVEMENTS TESTIFY TO THE GREATNESS OF OUR
FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM. 1IN PAST AGES, AND IN OTHER
ECONOMIC ORDERS, PEOPLE COULD ACQUIRE WEALTH ONLY BY
SEIZING GOODS FROM OTHERS. FREE ENTERPRISE LIBERATES
US FROM THIS HOBBESIAN QUAGMIRE. IT LETS ONE PERSON'S
FORTUNE BECOME EVERYONE'S GAIN.

THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM, BUILT UPON THE
FOUNDATION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, HARNESSES OUR POWERFUL
INSTINCTS FOR CREATIVITY. IT GIVES EVERYONE AN
INTEREST IN SHARED PROSPERITY -- IN FREEDOM, IN

RESPECT.
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NO-SYSTEM OF DEVELOPMENT EVER HAS NURTURED VIRTUE
AS COMPLETELY AND RIGOROUSLY AS OURS. WE HAVE BECOME
THE. MOST EGALITARIAN SOCIETY IN HISTORY -- AND ONE OF
THE MOST HARMONIOUS -- BECAUSE WE LET PEOPLE WORK
FREELY TOWARD THEIR DESTINIES.

WHEN GOVERNMENTS TRY TO IMPRQVE ON FREEDOM -- SAY,
BY PICKING WINNERS AND LOSERS IN THE ECONOMIC MARKET
-- THEY FAIL. NO CONCLAVE OF EXPERTS, NO MATTER HOW
BRILLIANT, CAN MATCH THE SHEER INGENUITY OF A MARKET
THAT COLLECTS AND DISTRIBUTES THE WISDOM OF MILLIONS OF
PEOPLE, ALL PURSUING THEIR DESTINIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS.

OUR ADMINISTRATION APPRECIATES THE POWER OF FREE
ENTERPRISE -- AND OUR ECONOMIC AND DOMESTIC PROGRAMS
TRY TO APPLY THE GENIUS OF THE MARKET TO THE NEEDS OF

THE NATION.

FOR EXAMPLE, WE WANT TO ELIMINATE RULES AND RED
TAPE THAT BIND THE HANDS AND MINDS OF ENTREPRENEURS AND
INNOVATORS.
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OUR AMERICA 2000 EDUCATIONAL STRATEGY CHALLENGES
THE NATION TO RE-INVENT THE AMERICAN SCHOOL -- TO
COMPETE IN THE RACE TO UNLEASH OUR NATIONAL GENIUS.

WE HAVE INCORPORATED MARKET INCENTIVES INTO OUR
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS, SO TAXPAYERS WILL GET A FAIR
RETURN ON THEIR DOLLARS. JUST LOOK AT LAST YEAR'S
CHILD CARE LEGISLATION AND CLEAN AIR ACT, OR THIS
YEAR'S TRANSPORTATION BILL.

WE HAVE PROPOSED A COMPREHENSIVE BANKING REFORM
PACKAGE ' THAT STRENGTHENS THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM UPON
WHICH ECONOMIC GROWTH DEPENDS. WE REPEATEDLY HAVE
TRIED TO SLASH THE CAPITAL GAINS TAX, SO PEOPLE WITH
DREAMS HAVE A CHANCE OF ACHIEVING THEM.

AND WE WANT TO EXTEND THE DIGNITY OF HOME
OWNERSHIP TO PEOPLE WHO NOW LIVE IN GOVERNMENT -OWNED
APARTMENTS.



-6 -

ALTHOUGH HE HAVE TRIED TO TRANSFER POWER INTO THE
HANDS OF OUR PEOPLE, WE HAVEN'T DONE ENOUGH. 1IN A
WORLD TRANSFORMED BY FREEDOM, WE MUST LOOK FOR OTHER
WAYS TO HELP PEOPLE BUILD GOOD LIVES FOR THEMSELVES AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

THE AVERAGE WORKER IN THE UNITED STATES NOW SPENDS

MORE THAN FOUR MONTHS OF FACH YEAR WORKING JUST TO PAY

THE TAX MAN -- AND INCREASING NUMBERS OF CITIZENS SEE
THAT BURDEN AS A BARRIER TO ACHIEVING THEIR DREAMS.

WE HAVE TRIED TO PUT A LID ON THE SPENDING THAT
DRIVES TAXES -- AND TO CONCENTRATE GOVERNMENT EFFORTS
ON TRULY NATIONAL PURPOSES. THIS IS ONLY COMMON SENSE.
IF WE WANT TO BUILD FAITH IN GOVERNMENT, WE MUST DEMAND
PUBLIC SERVICES THAT SERVE THE PUBLIC. WE MUST INSIST

UPON COMPASSION THAT WORKS.
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BUT THE POWER TO CREATE ALSO RESTS ON OTHER
FREEDOMS -- ESPECIALLY THE FREEDOM TO THINK AND SPEAK
ONE'S MIND. THIS MAY BE THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL AND
DEEPLY REVERED OF ALL OUR LIBERTIES -- NOT JUST BECAUSE
AMERICANS LIKE TO DEBATE, BUT BECAUSE FREE SPEECH PLAYS
A CRUCIAL ROLE IN HELPING US IMPROVE OURSELVES. IT
SEPARATES GOOD IDEAS FROM BAD. IT DEFINES AND
CULTIVATES THE DIVERSITY UPON WHICH OUR NATIONAL
GREATNESS RESTS. IT TEARS OFF THE BLINDERS OF
IGNORANCE AND PREJUDICE AND LETS US MOVE ON TO GREATER
THINGS.

IRONICALLY, ON THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR BILL
OF RIGHTS, WE FIND FREE SPEECH UNDER ASSAULT
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING ON SOME COLLEGE
CAMPUSES. THE NOTION OF "POLITICAL CORRECTNESS" HAS
IGNITED CONTROVERSY ACROSS THE LAND. ALTHOUGH THE
MOVEMENT ARISES FROM THE LAUDABLE DESIRE TO SWEEP AWAY
THE DEBRIS OF RACISM AND HATRED, IT REPLACES OLD
PREJUDICES WITH NEW ONES. IT DECLARES CERTAIN TOPICS
OFF-LIMITS, CERTAIN EXPRESSION OFF-LIMITS, EVEN CERTAIN
GESTURES OFF-LIMITS.
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NHAT BEGAN AS A CRUSADE FOR CIVILITY HAS SQURED
INTO A CAUSE OF CONFLICT AND EVEN CENSORSHIP.
DISPUTANTS TREAT SHEER FORCE -- GETTING THEIR FOES
PUNISHED OR EXPELLED, FOR INSTANCE -- AS A SUBSTITUTE
FOR THE POWER OF IDEAS.

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, ATTEMPTS TO MICROMANAGE CASUAL
CONVERSATION HAVE ONLY INCITED DISTRUST. THEY HAVE
INVITED PEOPLE TO LOOK FOR AN INSULT IN EVERY WORD,
GESTURE, ACTION. IN THEIR OWN ORWELLIAN WAY, CRUSADES
THAT DEMAND CORRECT BEHAVIOR CRUSH DIVERSITY IN THE

e SN IAL 4 NN

AME OF DIVERSITY. ,
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WE ALL SHOULD BE ALARMED AT THE RISE OF
INTOLERANCE IN OUR LAND -- AND BY THE GROWING TENDENCY
TO USE INTIMIDATION RATHER THAN REASON IN SETTLING
DISPUTES. NEIGHBORS WHO DISAGREE NO LONGER SETTLE
MATTERS OVER A CUP OF COFFEE. THEY HIRE LAWYERS AND GO
TO COURT. POLITICAL EXTREMISTS ROAM THE LAND, SETTING
CITIZENS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER ON THE BASIS OF HEIR
CLASS OR RACE.

,
/

\ f,.,w/{)i' A
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(ot6 Speach
SUCH BULLYING IS QUTRAGEQUS, AND NOT WORTHY OF A
GREAT NATION GROUNDED IN THE VALUES OF TOLERANCE AND
RESPECT. LET US FIGHT BACK AGAINST THE BORING POLITICS
OF DIVISION AND DERISION. LET’'S TRUST OUR FRIENDS AND
COLLEAGUES TO RESPOND TO REASON.

AS AMERICANS WE MUST USE QUR PERSUASIVE POWERS TO
CONQUER BIGOTRY. WE MUST CONQUER THE TEMPTATION TO
ASSIGN BAD MOTIVES TO PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH US.

o495 Droak

IF WE HOPE TO MAKE FULL USE OF THE OPTIMISM I
DISCUSSED EARLIER, MEN AND WOMEN MUST FEEL FREE TO
SPEAK THEIR HEARTS AND MINDS. WE MUST BUILD A SOCIETY
IN WHICH PEOPLE CAN JOIN IN COMMON CAUSE WITHOUT HAVING
TO SURRENDER THEIR IDENTITIES.
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Y AN LEAD THE WAY. SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND
EXPERIENCES; YOUR HOPES AND FRUSTRATIONS. DEFEND

OTHERS' RIGHTS TO SPEAK. IF HARMONY BE QUR GOAL, LET'S
PURSUE HARMONY -- NOT INQUISITION.

THE VIRTUE OF FREE SPEECH LEADS NATURALLY TO

ANOTHER, EQUALLY IMPORTANT DIMENSION OF FREEDOM --
FREEDOM OF SPIRIT. 1IN RECENT TIMES, OFTEN WITH NOBLE
INTENTIONS, WE AS A NATION HAVE DISCOURAGED GOOD WORKS.
NOWADAYS, MANY RESPOND TO MISFORTUNE BY ASKING: WHOM
CAN I SUE? EVEN WORSE, MANY WOULD-BE SAMARITANS

‘_ WONDER: WILL SOMEONE SUE ME? TALENTED, CONCERNED MEN
AND WOMEN AVOID SUCH NOBLE PROFESSIONS AS MEDICINE FOR
FEAR THAT UNREASONABLE AND UNDEFINED LIABILITY CLAIMS
WILL FORCE THEM TO SPEND MORE TIME IN COURT THAN IN THE

OFFICE. 0/9(/5 0 broak

AT THE SAME TIME, GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS HAVE TRIED
TO ASSUME ROLES ONCE RESERVED FOR FAMILIES, SCHOOLS,
CHURCHES. THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE, BUT DANGEROUS. WHEN
GOVERNMENT TRIES TO SERVE AS A PARENT, TEACHER OR MORAL
GUIDE, INDIVIDUALS MAY BE TEMPTED TO DISCARD THEIR OWN
SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY -- TO ARGUE THAT ONLY
’ GOVERNMENT MUST HELP PEOPLE IN NEED.
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IF WE HAVE LEARNED ANYTHING IN THE PAST QUARTER
CENTURY, IT IS THAT WE CANNOT FEDERALIZE VIRTUE.
INDEED, AS WE PILE LAW UPON LAW, PROGRAM UPON PROGRAM,
RULE UPON RULE, WE ACTUALLY CAN WEAKEN PEOPLE'S MORAL
SENSITIVITY. THE RULE OF LAW GIVES WAY TO THE RULE OF
THE LOOPHOLE -- THE NOTION THAT WHATEVER IS NOT ILLEGAL
MUST BE ACCEPTABLE. IN THIS WAY, GREAT GOALS GO UNMET.

WHEN PRESIDENT JOHNSON SPOKE HERE IN 1964 HE
ADDRESSED ISSUES THAT REMAIN WITH US. HE PROPOSED
REVITALIZING CITIES; REJUVENATING SCHOOLS; TRAMPLING
DOWN THE HOARY HARVEST OF RACISM; PROTECTING OUR
ENVIRONMENT. j>5;§pi~k)/LC¢th/

HE APPLIED THE WISDOM OF HIS TIME TO THESE
CHALLENGES. HE BELIEVED THAT CADRES OF EXPERTS REALLY
COULD CARE FOR THE MILLIONS. THEY WOULD CALCULATE
IDEAL TAX RATES, IDEAL RATES OF EXPENDITURE ON SOCIAL
PROGRAMS, IDEAL DISTRIBUTIONS OF WEALTH AND PRIVILEGE.
IN MANY WAYS, THEIRS WAS AN AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS: IF
THE NUMBERS WERE RIGHT, AMERICA WAS RIGHT.



-12 -

GRADUALLY, WE GOT TO THE POINT OF EQUATING DOLLARS
WITH COMMITMENT -- AND WHEN PROGRAMS FAILED TO PRODUCE
PROGRESS, WE DEMANDED MORE MONEY. 1IN TIME, THIS
CRUSADE BACKFIRED. PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO ENSURE RACTAL
HARMONY -- GENERATED ANIMOSITY. PROGRAMS INTENDED TO
HELP PEOPLE QUT OF POVERTY -- INVITED DEPENDENCY.

WE SHOULD HAVE LEARNED THAT WHILE THE IDEALS
BEHIND THE GREAT SOCIETY WERE NOBLE, THE PROGRAMS
WEREN'T ALWAYS UP TO THE TASK. WE NEED TO RETHINK OUR
APPROACH. LET'S TELL OUR PEOPLE: WE DON'T WANT AN
AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS. WE DON'T WANT A LAND OF
LOOPHOLES. WE WANT A COMMUNITY OF COMMITMENT AND

TRUST. f@% hye ok

WHEN I TALKED OF A KINDER, GENTLER NATION, I
WASN'T TRYING TO CREATE A SLOGAN. I WAS ISSUING A
QHALLENEE. AN EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT MUST-KNOW ITS
LIMITATIONS -- AND RESPECT ITS PEOPLE’'S CAPABILITIES.
IN RETURN, PEOPLE MUST ASSUME THE FINAL BURDEN OF
fREEDOM -~ RESPONSIBILITY.

—_———— e
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ANY INTRODUCTORY COURSE IN POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
TEACHES THAT FREEDOM ENTAILS RESPONSIBILITY. MOST OF
OUR GREATEST RESPONSIBILITIES CONFRONT US NOT IN
GOVERNMENT HEARING ROOMS, BUT AROUND DINNER TABLES, ON
THE STREETS -- AT THE OFFICE.

IF YOU TEACH YOUR CHILDREN AND OTHERS HOW TO HATE,
THEY WILL LEARN. IF YOU ENCOURAGE THEM NOT TO TRUST

OTHERS, THEY WILL FOLLOW YOUR LEAD. IF YOU TALK ABOUT

COMPASSION, BUT REFUSE TO HELP THOSE IN NEED, YOUR

CHILDREN WILL LEARN TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY.
DJL?}k/ D lﬁﬂﬂjt/
o

gﬁ%f%;NCE YOUR COMMENCEMENT ENDS ANDYOUR—ABWEF=EIFE. .. -
BEGINS, YOU WILL HAVE TO RELY ON THE STERNEST STUFF OF
ALL: YOURSELF. 1IN THE END, GOVERNMENT WILL NOT MAKE
YOU GOOD OR EVIL. THE QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE -- AND OF
OUR NATION'S FUTURE -- DEPENDS AS MUCH ON HOW YOU TREAT
YOUR FELLOW WOMEN AND MEN AS IT DOES ON THE WAY IN
WHICH WE IN WASHINGTON CONDUCT AFFAIRS OF STATE. AFTER
ALL, THE OPPOSITE OF GREED IS NOT TAXATION. IT IS
SERVICE.
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MY VISION FOR AMERICA DEPENDS HEAVILY ON YOU. YOu
MUST PROTECT THE FREEDOMS OF » SPEECH AND
SPIRIT. YQU MUST BUILD A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS
FUTURE' e /6" /l“’)(‘v %,'y',-. /'/ Hr gﬁ”‘"( &

N\

WE DON'T NEED ANOTHER GREAT SOCIETY, WITH HUGE AND
AMBITIOUS PROGRAMS -- ADMINISTERED BY THE INCUMBENT
FEW. WE NEED A 600D SOCIETY, BUILT UPON THE DEEDS OF
THE MANY -- A SOCIETY THAT PROMOTES SERVICE,

SELFLESSNESS, ACTION.

THE GOOD SOCIETY POSES A CHALLENGE: IT DARES YOU
TO EXPLORE THE FULL PROMISE OF CITIZENSHIP, TO JOIN IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILY, FRIENDS, GOVERNMENT TO MAKE
OUR WORLD BETTER. L bassd
v

THE GOOD SOCIETY DOES NOT DEMAND AGONIZING
SACRIFICE. IT REQUIRES SOMETHING WITHIN EVERYONE'S
REACH: COMMON DECENCY AND COMMITMENT. KNOW YOUR
NEIGHBORS. BUILD BONDS OF TRUST AT HOME, AT WORK,
WHEREVER YOU GO. DON'T JUST TALK ABOUT PRINCIPLES:

LIVE THEM. A

f
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LET ME LEAVE YOU TODAY WITH AN EXHORTATION: MAKE
THE MOST OF YOUR ABILITIES. QUESTION AUTHORITY BUT

EXAMINE YOURSELF. DEMAND GOOD GOVERNMENT, BUT STRIVE

TO DO_WHAT I D. TAKE RISK MUSTER THE COURAGE
-- TO BE WHAT I CALL A POINT OF LIGHT.

ALSO: DEFINE YOUR MISSIONS POSITIVELY. DON'T
SEEK OUT VILLAINS. DON'T FALL PREY TO OBSESSIONS ABOUT
"FREEDOM FROM" VARIOUS ILLS. FOCUS ON FREEDOM'S
PROMISE -- ON YOUR PROMISE.

WHEN JOHN KENNEDY TALKED OF SENDING A MAN TO THE
MOON, HE DIDN'T SAY: WE WANT TO AVOID GETTING STRANDED
ON THIS PLANET. HE SAID: WE WILL SEND A MAN TO THE
MOON. WE MUST BE EQUALLY DETERMINED TO ACHIEVE OUR

COMMON GOALS. K
i)a/%ﬁ kZ/LQ—CL/

WE LIVE IN THE MOST EXCITING PERIOD OF MY LIFETIME
-- AﬁD QUITE POSSIBLY OF YOURS. THE OLD WAYS OF DOING
THINGS HAVE RUN THEIR COURSE. FIND NEW ONES. DARE TO
SERVE OTHERS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS WILL NEVER FORGET
THE EXAMPLE YOU SET.
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THIS IS YOUR DAY. CONGRATULATIONS. THANK YOU.

GOOD LUCK.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.
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The Umversﬂy of Mlchlgan
Spring Commencement 1991
Saturday, May 4, 1991
Ann Arbor, Mlchlgan

Proposed Platform Party:

(numbers shown are maximum numbers for each group) .

Regents

President

Regents Emeriti

Presidents Emeriti

Executive Officers
Chancellors

Vice Provosts

Deans '
SACUA Chair/Vice Chair -

Alumni Assn. President and Dir.

Honorary ‘Degree Rec1p1ents '
Governor

Minister

Chief Marshal

Seats for Secret Service
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64

Sign Language Interpreter seéted on side of platforrr.l'

*17 deans (2-Library), 2 directors

**Assumes they would also serve as honorary degree hooders ‘



 PLATFORM PARTY

BY CATEGORY AND COUNT

Regents (8 +1) '
~  Deane' Baker
Paul W. Brown
Shirley M. McFee
Neal D. Nielsen
Philip H. Power
Veronica Latta Smith
Nellie M. Varner

.President of the -
University
ex officio member

Regents Emeriti (7)
’ Gerald R. Dunn

Gertrude V. Huebner
David Laro
Frederick C. Matthaei
Eugene B. Power
Thomas A. Roach -
Otis M. Smith

Presidents Emeriti (1) -
Robben W. Fleming

(65 Individuals)

Ann Arbor - 0 /é o
Petoskey '
Battle Creek '
Brighton .
Ann Arbor
~ Grosse Ile
Detroit

Muskegon

Executive Officers and Administration 11

Gilbert R. Whitaker, Jr.
Farris W. Womack
Richard L. Kennedy

Jon Cosovich

Henry Johnson

William C. Kelly

Mary Ann P. Swain
George D. Zuidema
Charles D. Moody .
Douglas E. Van Houweling
John H. D'Arms

Chancellors (1)
Blenda J. Wilson

Deans (19)
Edie N. Goldenberg
Giles G. Bole, Jr. .

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

Vice President for Government Relations and Secretary
of the University

~ Vice President for Development

Vice President for Community Affairs
Vice President for Research

Interim Vice President for Student Services
Vice Provost for Medical Affairs

Vice Provost for Minority Affairs

Vice Provost for Information Technology
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

The University of Michigan - Dearborn



Lee C. Bollinger

-J. Bernard Machen
Ara G. Paul
Peter M. Banks
Cecil G. Miskel
B. Joseph White
Harrison L. Morton
Robert M. Beckley
Paul C. Boylan
Rhetaugh G. Dumas
June E. Osborn ,
Harold R. Johnson
Robert M. Warner
Donald E. Riggs
Eugene Pijanowski
Dee Edington

- Edward Gramlich -

Senate Advisory Committee on Universify Affairs (2)

Peggie J. Hollingsworth Outgoing Chair
James S. Diana : Incoming Chair
Alumni Association (2)
Robert G. Forman .Executive Director, Alumni Association
Vemme G. Istock President, Alumni Association

Honorary Degree Recipients (7)
George Bush -
Barbara Pierce Bush
Billy E. Frye

~ Seymour Kety
Raold Sagdeev
A. Alfred Taubman
- Ta-You Wu



Distinguished Guests (2)

ather Charles E. Irvin St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
= w Governor, State of Michigan

Marshals of the University (1) .
William F. Maloney ~ Chief Marshal -

Secret Service (2)

Seated on Side of Platform
Sign Language Interpreter (1)
Joan E. Smith
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

o~
X,

05/01

04/29/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10 00 A.M. Wednesday

DATE:

suBJEcT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT
(02729 darartone)

ACTION FYI ACTION FvI
VICE PRESIDENT o wf MCCLURE { O
SUNUNU O, O PETERSMEYER v~ o
_ SCOWCROFT Q/ O PORTER v O
|1 DARMAN \z/ 0 ROGICH Y~ -
BRADY o w SMITH 7 O
BROMLEY O 0O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD O V ROGERS 0
DEMAREST ¥ O SNOW -
FITZWATER O v PORTER ROSE O
" GRAY V)¢ { 0 BOSKIN v’ O
HOLIDAY ¢ O O O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,

no later than 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 05/01, with a copy to this
office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President

C LOS E H 0 L D and Staff Secretary
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT
MAY 4, 1991
11 a.m.

It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- and political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want
about this historic moment. Your commencement ~-- your journey
into the "real worlg" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a worild freed from cold war conflict and thrust

into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

economic power. oOur participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. we will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

But the war also reviveq our belief in ourselves. It seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and T
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 Years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future and
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?"»

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedom,
and how they promise an eéven greater future for this nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for Creation,
invention, exploratioﬁ. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, peoplé of vision -- Abrahanm Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom
Monaghan -~ outgrow rough origins and transform a world.

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulaﬁe wealth through productivity,
not theft. It enables pPeople to convert good ideas into great
works. It transports ideas and information move swiftly --

unfettered by censors of plantation bosses.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -~ say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Ton
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the Proceeds of
Progress to everyone.

Our domestic program encourages market innovation. Tt seeks
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to Creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius. We have pProposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. He have proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their'dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This Year's transportation package seeks to invite
entrepreneurship. We even have proposed extending the dignity of

home‘ownership to people who now live in government apartments -
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownershlp,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. In a world transformed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now.spends more than
four months of each Year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-eqgqg.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire
cynicism?

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most
prosperous nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. We must look instead to

compassion that works.
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If I can risk learning how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the
United States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges
and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
Sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old
pPrejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. Tt teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. 1In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"dlver51ty" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politically Correct
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirements.

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
Supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand ang
appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free Speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -~ freedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklip
Roosevelt once described the dole -- his word, not mine —-- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They Ssay: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. vet while politicians demand:
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary hafvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social Programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.
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But bare numbers don't tell You much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
—= an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. oOur government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect itéipeople's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. ,

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to pC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
you are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of Creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
you to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get
involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in then.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares You to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine Yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't falllprey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
perhaps of YOurs. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless you and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a pleasure to standaﬁ%re in Michigan Stadium, a place

s spufk“‘*(

that has forged its share of football history -- and political

history. John F. Kennedy proposed Creating the Peace Corps here,

and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Societ{‘in ﬁgn Arpgr.‘nAH\Adﬁd
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I will not try to outbid those greit men. :goday, I want Ty {@ild,
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about this historic moment. Youfmzbmmencement -= your Journeypy irte~op, my
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into the "real worig" -- coincides with this nation's cwpb”-
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ey ‘%a-\r Cihat
commencement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrus
ErA ComamerecenN” »
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into a new dgé of cooperation and économic competition. Pﬁ;@g : u%

: . . . ‘IZL«U& in O~trhea.
The United States plays a defining role in that world. The‘xeﬁgd
s

economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our Preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we

hold dear. We Wil -extend helping~hands €6 the Vit InE 5Fbrutal
o ToNT NEED, PLus - - \eyebs,
aggression. e b o s4me5

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves.” Tt seemed
’ WA DeeAM
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam~era Sleep, a nightmare +ime in

which we gggyted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
/
v
days of deubt—and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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Eanan I have trayelgd around the country in recent months, and I
fe€l an 1deallsmcI ﬁate not felt for 30 Years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future and
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?"
Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride. | A
This £;§i§éi~$f/pride stems from the same source that ; /QWM

| w &
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In EuropeﬁL Jpﬂo

in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to s

W oM ot “The
'anJQAV% | the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom. :Zhﬁ(" Y

y Y
i:p;fffxany | I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedo; %“f"l(k
%i:{i;> and how they promise an even greater future for this nation. *;;*ij;;r
é.i/ Let me start with the freedom to create. From its Devmanat fn

t\,;. colen. Shra (
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,’h”'E'

invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.
Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom
Monaghan -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world. {

Our national history proves that capitalism is not;a s;stem
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for Creativity. It makes
Lt—posszble~for‘people to accumulate wealth through~preductivity,
o ﬁ;not theft It enables people to convert good ideas into great

works. It transports ideas aadezaéesmat*ea—meve-sw1ft1y --

unfettered by censors of plantation bosses.

p;
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of expertszligvgitteg ggz$£rilllant, can match
the genius of a\market 1n-wh&eh—m1&irons*ofrpeopfe“swaputhoughts
and“mnsp*rat%ens«

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
bo chain -~an-ennevatrenamany*iuathe-but‘oneﬂthatmhas‘”ﬁﬁ“ged»%aie
/[7 Eup around-~the-planet—~-- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would

Wﬁp %ﬁ never have stood a chance before a committee of Planners. Ton

2 Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

‘r
0?“ Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
zusis;Jwﬁ discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
ied plus -

you Leconme \/ow»l-l

@b-fwwdv\)\ eserved for kings and d_party bosses. They spread the pProceeds of
1(*! Al Yo

& oo i S
s o Weianmids v o Sthe  crcaNul JL
:ztﬁcjhmj rogress to everyone. ““’k“9‘A3 “)wwduAPou Yoo # (

—— e

Our domestlc program encourages market 1nnovat10n. It seeks

to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to Creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national-genius.' We have proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest
businesses out of neignborhoods in need. He have Proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market

- M@w
incentives. This Year's transportation package seeks to invite

ey I(

entrepreneurship. We even have pProposed extending the dignity o

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -
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Jor
A e
= housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. In a world transformed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.
We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people

FUD Ny M Avedaen (e oo
with-dreams.

The average worker in the ‘United States now spends more than
T MDA NG e S AACAL

four months “of each Year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Mlchlgan, Tax Freedom Day -~ the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take Place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing—e&etheSnforuworkr@rn%eisuﬁe.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-eqgq. |

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of reéponsibility? Or do they inspire
cynicism? awot Asdtctmet |

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most
prosperous nation on earth not by decree or -by tax Payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of

anek e Ot commpetinge

redistribution or—false-compassion. We must look instead to

compassion that works.
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We have entered a new industrial revolutlon, but our
Y S gV 2N

government lags behind. If I can‘ﬁiik leirnlng how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whltes to share ‘

~ Nl o hat oy oy 4 i !\CLL
experiences, rich and poor to talk about thelr needs and }
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.
Unfortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the

United States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The

tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many flne colleges y “/
ST CE o uUL\S S WThae o 'l,,. ~ad o | P
" tn'(,{qc\i /u',4 3 b o ¢ (‘wu n:a.-i u j Y
and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desIre t“

L

Sweep away the debris o& rac1sm and hatred it replaces old

\ oA 4 4 [y vk nes e ) Or—e aAr-e 5
\ e = k+m b(lv‘(.v ‘
prejudices with new ones.¢ It clares certain topics off- =limits

t\.a =) R

certain expression off- =1imits. even certaln gestures off-limits.

\
|
I
I
|
|
o
Iy Y & /\L-d\t‘(‘f \

L
Yet it does not |/ establlsh new forms) of respect. It actually T

inculcates the arts of creative suspicion.xwlt,teaches people howz
spy \y : -
to look-for an insult in every casual ‘word, coms action. -t

AR TP "\C’{l( ORY €k Corv ¢ | et A T:“l e YO PP
4

attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold to

ute {)w(:/

c
authority mutely. 1In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversityl

" . i T REPLES A FREE Trenansh oF IDEAS woiTw
in the name of diversity. M tEPLcs A TREE TrcuansE ofF DT et
INTEULETT LA O AT R (AWLS M

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we

must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.
Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander; already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politically Correct

decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges

e : fopics hers
7)‘: charghy Top

meet basic educational requirements.
But it would be wrong to suggest(;;at inciviliéiXhas been

confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
L |

— o

i hes-eve%@ghere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are

supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid torueuﬂ
But also Suce Pans S &g mOW It pilotio ¢ fownly ofo ptetlect

f»w/maﬁﬂee, V///

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As

speak.

Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our persuasive pbowers to conquer

bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly underepahdAand
| appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.
The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discoureged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom . -
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue

me_)‘ nNeulLD YOU e EXRtASTS o MO IR Yoae o CITGRTIe ) HASs  FOLLSD
T A GATTOLED eoman's SHELTE(L. , LOTLE (SfouE 2

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume

roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin

THERE ANE . .
&Eﬁ%sﬂgy —| Roosevelt once descrlbed the dole -- hlS word not mlne - as
For ¢ oWVl | narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the qua

AT AN T
pogger Lenil.  Of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
&dﬂ»aum-ywu

s o

WAA;““:““ already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
seenale o L

e gl 43 :
aif;z;: @i I'm already paying taxes to help them.' And who can blame voters
oA - .
oLttt of2
&;M4?ﬁ ;,quuﬁgq feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a

féspon51b111ty. They say: Why should i‘help the homeless? I'm

bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. Yet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us.still. He proposed rev1tallzlng cities;

rejuvenating schools; trampling down the(%oary harvese)of racism;

protecting our environment. 7
' Waang,

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to

ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs

[{f ?'"'?{fré"
intended to help people out of poverty have invited themJie—st4yF

Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
Ly, o AS T st IA/((» //\45{"“('“'“ f

\“;,.‘ 2> JA Mo v ~o O et ¢
— S

f We now must decide whether we want an Amerlca by the numbers ’

== an America defined by equatloﬁET and exposed to the tiresome g
| '3~
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its_ "

|

peoples virtues, desires, dreams. \labu‘r

V' voloo f4 v
oot Winman

I choose the latter. oOur government ought to tell the pote un,

; . u t
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts -

ok
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.;fﬁ,
gf(”‘ vl

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural

address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government 1s the fourth face, ..
RAVEL SeoicE ¢ { N '

. AT AN
RECA Pt M MO TOM ¢ €A

of freedom -- responsibility. =@t~ ¢ ; “,WT ‘ [ THAT FLoueD P
?ru_ni OF Trtie ¥ U NBRORS a3 THDUSAS

Any introductory course in political phllosophy teaches fhat DU NG

Tr2enNS
CAVE

freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also‘w v

must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a'. f;fff;

Tiq (s

society that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to factionps Amec J
A LME

socOLerns o

KRECHDS WUALK

SO W T

plain talk to PC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
| A VIEW TD €0 G(NCER.. Sce ETY
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
~You are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful soqiety
Polltlcs too often demands nothing but money. I chalange
e you to ﬁse your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Q"Z L//////Grégg/;oc1ety, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get
involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plackards and shout;-Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in themn.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.

1S s A HAVEL BLOTY

2 . . . ()'T‘ . -
Don't just talk about principles: Live them. ('"¥@e 15 :
oWV o= TNT Four OG- EATHEES

. . D 7 I WoRPS
Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make theMﬁos%t‘

]

your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand
15 A (e A AD LEeA RS (L

S

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself Muster
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the ‘courage to be a point of light, to take up the little degds» -
that enable great things to happen.-
Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"

stewe Foe 'TeSSte T

various ills, such—as-want—or—fear of despair. Focus on
Lo L

freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and o 1
AN K “OLD APRRSREMTE o ARE PROESVCANU— PAD /1 LURTS

erhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run thg.ir
Ulcoessy THe dogmans of Clie ‘g‘a.:'af?‘ Pt gune /h%ﬂ,{;ﬁda’m‘?{t‘ ?’zs S, S‘MW‘-"; /mncd. f ,
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare

to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

its : - .
fé’«a sﬁ% LIt may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in

Tetme,
Lireh ] your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere

Lol et .
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,

ftne to .
p vy . , HENRMN N oN aT. CRUaPmSs D&Y
Wngh 6o ossibilit rosperity and goodness. . ;
et P Y, P p 3 4 g ”‘MWW ol Mg,plv(-’ wbm miinelg I

S(ﬂW“ ot Thank you, God bless you and God bless the United States of <.

America.
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On Saturday, May 4th at 11:00 a.m. you will deliver the
commencement remarks at the University of Michigan to an audience
of roughly 70,000 graduating seniors and their families and

guests. You will speak for about 21 minutes and your remarks
will be teleprompted.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has witnessed its share of gridiron glory -- and political
history. The last time I was in Ann Arbor, we commemorated John
Kennedy's unveiling of the Peace Corps. And, as your
commencement program indicates, Lyndon Johnson introduced the
Great Society in a University of Michigan-commencement address.
That was nearly 27 years ago.

Today, I want to talk about this historic momént. Your
commencement ---your journey into the "real world" -- coincides

with this nation's commencement into a world freed from Cold War

conflict -and thrust into an era of cooperation and economic
competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. Our
economic strength, our military power and most of all, our
national character brought us to this special moment. When our
policies unleashed the economic expansion of the 1980s, we
exposed forever the failures of socialism. We reaffirmed our
status as the world's greatest economic power. When we sent
troops to the Per;ian Gulf, we showed that we take principles

seriously enough to risk dying for them.
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our successes in recent years have banished Fhe doubts that
plagued us in the period following the Vietnam War. _Self-
persecution and malaise have given way to a renewed con}idence in
American decency, values, abilities. In my recent travels around
the country I have felt an idealism -- not self-congratulation,
but real idealism -- that I haven't felt in 30 ‘years. éeople.
have faith in the future. They ask: "What next?" "How can I
help?"

In a real and palpable sense, we have rediscovered the
invigorating power of the idea that toppled the Berlin Wall, and
led a world to strike back at Saddam Hussein. The idea and ideal
of freedom.

I would like to talk today about the nature of freedom, and
how its demands lie at the heart of our domestic aéenda.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Martin
Luther King Jr. -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.

These achievements testify to the greatness of our free
enterprise éystem. This system doesn't merely reward creativity:
it encourages it -- but in a very special way.

In past ages, and in other economic systems, people could
acquire wealth only by seizing goods from others. Free

enterprise liberates us from this Hobbesian quagmire. It rewards
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toil and determination. It lets one person's fortune become

everyone's gain.

--
-~

No system of development ever has nurtured virtue as
completely and rigorously as ours -- a point the pope made
recently in an encyclical about economics.

When governments try to improve on- freedom -- say, by
picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they fail.
No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match the
genius of a market. Markets collect and distribute the wisdom of
millions of people, eaéh pursuing their destinies. in different
ways. They make it possible for someone unknown to the high and
mighty to become high and mighty.

Thus, the information revolution was hatched in garages and
basements. The fast-food chain began as a lonely iink on an
obscure roadway. My point is simple: Free markets help give
everyone access to unexpected discoveries.

Our economic and domestic programs grow out of an
appreciation of freedom's special power. 1In a variety of areas,
in a host of ways, we apply the lessons of freedpm to the tasks
of government.

For example, we have committed ourselves to eliminating
rules, red tape and hafrassmenﬁs that prevent good people from
doing great things. The Competitiveness Council, chaired by the
Vice President, tries té liberate entrepreneurs from unnecessary

régulation.
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' our America 2000 educational strategy challenges the natidn
to re-invent the American school, to create communitigs where
learning can happen, to unleash our national genius. )

We have proposed anti-crime measures to punish the thugs who
shove honest businesses out of neighborhoods in need. We have
incorporated market incentives into our legislative proposals, so
taxpayers will get a fair return on their dollars. Just look at
last year's child care legislation and Clean Air Act, or this
yYear's transportation bill.

We repeatedly have tried to slash the capital gains tax, so
that people with dreams might have access to the capital
necessary to turn those dreams into works and deeds. And we have
pProposed a comprehensive banking reform package that protects the
financial system upon which economic growth dependé.

We even have proposed extending the dignity of home
ownership toipeople who now live in government-owned apartments -
- housing blocks in which residents enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.
Ownership gives people a stake in their neighborhood -- and in
our shared future.

Although we have_tried to transfer power into the hands of
our people, we haven't done enough. In a world transformed by
freedom, we must look for other ways to harness the hope that
thrills us all. We must inspire people to pursue ambitions,

build fuller lives for themselves.
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The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax man -- and
increasing numbers of citizens see that Burden as a ba;;ier to
achieving their dreams.

We have tried to put-a 1lid on the spending that drives taxes
-- and to concentrate government efforts on truly national
purposes. If we want to prevent even greater cynicism about
government, we must demand public services that serve the
public. We‘must insist upon compassion that works. Just as our
nation has entered a new industrial revolution, so ought our
government catch up with the times.

But the power to create rests on other kinds of freedom --
espeéially the freedom to think and speak one's mind. This may
be the most fundamental and deeply revered of all éur liberties -
- not just because. Americans like to wrestle with ideas, but
because free speech helps us separate good ideas from bad. It
defines and cultivates the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It tears off the blinders of ignorance and
prejudice and lets us move on to greater things.

Ironically, on the 200th anniversary of our Bill of Rights,
we find free speech under assault throughout the United States,
including on some college campuses. The notion of political
correctness has ignited controversy across the land. Although

the movement arises from the laudable desire to sweep away the

debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old prejudices with new
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ones. It declares certain topics off-limits, certain expression

off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.

One university, for instance, recently tried to ouélaw
"inappropriately directed laughter" and "conspicuous exclusion of
students from conversation." In others, students have tried to
settle disagreements by starting fights -- or trying to get their
ideological foes kicked out of .school.

What bequn as a crusade for éivility thus has soured into a
call for conflict, in which people resort to raw power -- rather
than the power of ideas.

Throughout history, attempts to micromanage casual
donversation have only incited distrust. Invited people to look
for an insult in every word, gesture, action. 1In their own
Orwellian way, crusades that demanq correct behaviér-crush
diversity in the name of diversity.

We all should be alarmed at the rise of intolerance in our
land. Think of cases in which people have tried to discourage
smoking in restaurants not by asking others to stop -- but by
hailing the police. '

Think of political extremists, who arouse emotions by using
fighting words -- taunts and charges designed to intimidate
opponents and to make people fearful of speaking their hearts and
minds.

Such bullying is outrageous, and not worthy of a great
nation grounded in the values of tolerance and respect. As

Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to the values of honest,
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open, probing discussion. We must use our persuasive powers to
conquer bigotry and prejudice. We must fight the £egPtation to
assign bad motives to people who simply disagree with G;.
If we hope to make full use of the optimism I discussed

earlier, we must create an atmosphere in which people can talk

freely, honestly, openly. We must build a society in which

people can join in common cause without having to surrender their

identities.

You can lead the way. Share your thoughts and experiences

.
[4

your hopes and frustrations. Defend others' rights to speak. If
harmony be our goal, let's pursue harmony -- not Inquisition.

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In

recent ages, often with noble intentions, we as a nation have

discouraged good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by

asking: Whom can I sue? Many would-be Samaritans ask: Who can
sue me? People have avoided such noble arts as medicine for fe
of facing unreasonable and undefined liability threats.

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume

roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. This is

ar

understandable, but dangerous. When Washington tries to act in:

behalf of families or churches, individuals may be tempted to
discard their own sense of responsibility -- to argue that only

government bears responsibility for helping people in need.
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If we have learned anything in the past quarter century, it
is that we cannot federalize virtue. Nor can we in Washington
solve the nation's woes by decree. -

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he.addressed
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He fought vigorously to enact the wisdom of his time. He
believed that cadres of experts really could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions §f wealth and
privilege. In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:
If the numbers were right, America was right.

Somehow, we got to the point of equating dollérs with
commitment -- and when programs failed to préduce progress, we
demanded more money. In time, this crusade backfired. Programs
designed to ensure racial harmony generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty invited dependency.

We should have learned that while the ideals behind the
Great Society were noble, the programs weren't always up to the
task. We need to rethink our approach ~- and we should begin by
affirming our commitment to freedom. Let's tell our people: We
don't want an America by the numbers. We want to build a
community of commitment and trust.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation, I wasn't trying

to create a slogan. An effective government must be gentle,
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kind, firm and humble. It must know its limitations -- and

respect its people's capabilities. In return, people must assume

- .

the final burden of freedom -- responsibility.

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility.' People who accept freedom must
preserve it -- build a society that prefers creativity to envy,
brotherhood to faction, plain talk to censorship, environmental
stewardship to plunder.

It may be tempting to pretend that truly important matters
demand crusades full of expense and drama. It may be comforting
to act as humanity's greatest battles unfold on fields shrouded
in.smoke and soaked with blood -- or in packed hearing rooms
whefe dogged prosecutors unmask villains and cheats.

But that's just not how it worké in real life; For most of
us, our greatest challenges arise in living rooms, on
neighborhood streets, around the dinner table, at the office.

And our greatest challengers are our families, friends,
colleaques.

If you teach your children and others how to hate, they will
learn. If you encourage them not to trust others, they will
follow your lead. If you talk about compassion, but refuse to
help those in need, people will notice.

Once your commencement ends and your adult life begins, you
will have to rely on the sternest stuff of all: yourself.

In the end, government will not make you good or evil. Religious

institutions will not make you good or evil. I will not make you
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good or evil. The quality of your life -- and of our nation's
future -- depends as much on how you treat your fellow women and
men as it does on the way in which we in Washington cofduct
affairs of state.

My vision for America depends heévily on you. You must
agsume responsibility for this nation's future. You must defend
the freedoms of creation, expression and spirit. You must build
a more prosperous and peaceful society.

We don't need another Great Society, with huge and ambitious
programs -- administered by the incumbent few. We need a Good
Society, built upon the deeds of the many -- a society that
promotes serviée,'selflessness, action.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship, to join in partnership with
family, friends, government to make our world better.

The Good Society does not demand agonizing sacrifice. 1It-
asks only for common decency ahd commitment. Get to know your
neighbors. Build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you
go. Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Good Government is an integral part of the Good Society.
Our domestic agenda contains many new programs and initiatives,
but they involve precise approaches well-defined programs. The
idea is simple: limit government to what it can and should do --

and to leave the rest up to you.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of

your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand
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good government, but strive to do-what is good yourself. Take
risks. Muster the courage to be what I call a point of light.

"Also: define your missions positively. Don't seeﬂ'éht
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills. Focus on freedom's promise -- on your promise.

When John Kennedy talked of sending a man to the moon, he.
didn't say: We want to avoid getting stranded on this planet. He
said: We will send a man to the moon.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime ---and
quite possibly of yours. The old ways of doing things have run
their course, and we need new ones. Find them. Dare to serve
others and future generations will never forget the example you
set.

This is your day. Congratulations. Thank you. Good luck.

May God bless you and the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT
MAY 4, 1991
11 a.m.

It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- ang political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor. Y

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I wanttafifbl
about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold war conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. we will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal

aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. Tt seemed
"he ter_2iso revive @

to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep,!a nightmare t;;;]in ot

which we doubted our decency, our values, our abi ities. Tﬁg ~

|

'/// days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to

// i feel good about themselves, to cherish thei optimism, charity,

{ , decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and I
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future and
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?"

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedom,
and how they promise an even greater future for this nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom
Monaghan -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for Creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulate wealth through productivity,

<§§€‘Ehef§) It enables people to convert good ideas into great

works. It transports ideas and information move swiftly --

unfettered by censors of bosses.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experﬁs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food

chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life

around the planet -- began in obscurity. |Domino's Pizza would &&‘h
(o
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom “i/

Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idégtj
Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the proceeds of
progress to everyone.
Our domestic program encourages market innovation. It seeks
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity.

We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of

unleashing our national genius. W ave proposed anti-crime
‘5aau, A%é%iﬁfgwyg ¢?/
o sh honest

measures that would punish the(EEEEPrls U
businesses out of neighborhoods in neeg;%ﬁﬁé‘haxe_propesed’ﬁg;;;t
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.

Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This year's transportation package seeks to invite

entrepreneurship. We even have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -

ot C a0
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. 1In a world transformed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax man.{:gére
in Michigan,| Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-egq.

But think aboyt 1t/ do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of(%;ﬁg; of réé%bns1b111t§’bméfagzbZ£e§;{nsp
cynicism?

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most
prosperous nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. We must look instead to

compassion that works.

M. o Ty b }%
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If I can risk learning how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunately, free speech is under agﬁgyltwthggughpqg_the

United State§, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The

e——— R e e e
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges

and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
sweep away the debris of racismhﬁﬁgﬁﬁatred, it replaces old
prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. It teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. 1In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politically Correct
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirements.

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying

flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives

— o

resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony =-- rather than a.neE—IEEEEEEEEEEL,

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom —-- freedom of spirit. 1In

recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, ;chools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the“doleéi- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the‘poor°uﬂdwﬁﬁé

() enGnd o) LG el ,
I'm already paying taxes to help them.(il?d who can blamé voters “/af .
for feeling this w;;] After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a ;bcial issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. Yet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of

expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and

privilege. In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.

yy s Mﬂ(/«? bonf e anfl Whililerinin
(e /;/7(/21,,, V)
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
= an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. oOur government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to PC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
you are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
you to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get
involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plac%%rds and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out

/villains.' Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"

various ill t or fear of desp;;;} Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise. el

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless you and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- and political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want

about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey

into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
comméncement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. We will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

But fhe war also revived our belief in ourselves. It seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era Sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and I
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 Years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future and
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?"

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedomn,
and how they promise an even greater future for this nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploratioﬁ. Here, merit conquers circumstance. |
Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom
Monéghan -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulafe wealth through productivity,
not theft. It enables people to convert good ideas into great
works. It transports ideas and information move swiftly --

unfettered by censors of plantation bosses.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the proceeds of
progress to everyone.

Our domestic program encourages market innovation. It seeks
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius. We have proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. He have proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This year's transportation package seeks to invite
entrepreneurship. We even have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -

Teferedte o ?z@%@,w be Pwemin Zooo
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellinés.

But that's not enough. In a world transformed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that mighf
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-egq.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four

months' worth of want, of responsibility? Or do they inspire
e T Sreds ol Yy miy
\ tjb ¢
™ e va Mgt Wspiees LN ILsm

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most

cynicism?

prosperous nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. We must look iﬁstead to

compassion that works.
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If I can risk learning how to use a
EOmputer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the
United States, and nowhere more than on collfge campuses. The
tornado of Political Correctness has rg¢qggg many fipe colleges
and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old
prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. It teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politically Correct
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirements.

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our.
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we haﬁe discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole -- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. Yet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
"expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
-= an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. Our government ought to tell the
pesple: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to PC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures(@?%y vision for America depends heavily on you, for
you are the men and women who will shape our future. vYou must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. 1 challenge
You to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. wWe need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it ig service.
If you want to take a stand against self—centeredness, get
involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know Your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- ang
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new Qays of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and You will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but You really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well —- and future generations will revere
You as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless You and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- and political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want

about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's

o @ Jowy jl(,
commencement4° Cold War conflict)and.:hauet

into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. We will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression. rblu“p(,‘ldq

But the war alsolrewéved our belief in ourselves. It seemed

i g . & - -
to rouse us from a AVletnam#bvmsleep, aAnlghtmare timedhv
Wh&sh.ue—daahtnd our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and-nni!!!é are over. Americans feel free again to

feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and I

a yesest
feel(en'i ealism I have not felt for 30 years. From coast to

coast, people a;uek/g:’é%-k‘;;;;’(sglﬁ ci;?:"gdﬁ{;xéuture and

ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?" +b
Here and everywhere Americans have begun t A_take on tough

tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back

the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which

they may take real pride.

This revival of pridelstems from'the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to

the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedomn,
and how they promise an even greater future for this nation.
Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom

qu)r, Monaghan -- ows
e :

for accymulating profjts, but a seedbed for creativity. It makes

gh origins and transform a world.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experﬁs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation namp=leathessbuwbmeaae that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that were

reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the proceeds of

progress to everyone. .
Oour encourageg market 1nnovat10n.A It seeks

A
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius. We have proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists wh ove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. ﬁgzgzge proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This year's transportation package seeks to invite

entrepreneurship. We have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to peopl¢/who now live in government apartments -
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of own:\rship,
and in many cases, no rights :-foprotect"g their/@elrings.
But that's not enough. 1In a world transformed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.
We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people

with dreams. L« 54

The average worker in the United States npw spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay ﬁ!!=:;u Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.

Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a

little nest-egg.

Bnt think about At} do thedfe taxes 1libk€rate anydhe om $four
mgnths|' wofth| of want, qQf rg ponsiild they“inspire
cynicigp? a'.,i W

Americans transformpéd a TuUgged—wilderrme +tS the most
prosperous nation on garth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by Action. If we waht to provide the greatest good for the

grpatest number, wé must abandon the stale slogans of

distribution e : ion. We must look instead to
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computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressin
its problems in new ways>

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good

ones. It nourishes the dlver51::z upon which our national
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But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been

confined to our campuses. mﬁ%
g -,
/:QLBH!§5HE§!EVET7WH§EQ. Too often liberals and conservatives

resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are

supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must t-!%rgg%'persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and

s
appreciate one another. TIf harmony e our goal, let's pursue

harmony,_ --M.

The virtue of free sSpeech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-beﬁé;”_-

maritans must ask: Who can sue
me?
At the same time, government programs have tried to assume

roles once r families, schools, churches. Franklin

once described the dole -- his word, not mine -- as a
cotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
o"(w already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
\ I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. VYet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is

that

M de BYE 64 he brough#”up
w‘y issues that haunt us still. He proposed revite¥izing cities;
cot\)" rejuvenating schools; trampling dowps#Fe hoary harvest of racism;
V-*X' protecting our environment '
He believed t small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They*would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of

(/F/w expendi on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and

‘},;‘,/ Pri¥ilege. In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:
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M&&-d-en-he—eﬁi—m Dollars don't always

guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics

ofﬁw -- have backfired. Programs designed to

ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. ograms

)

intended to help people out of poverty havehéathEd them to stay.
defensible, they. just didn*t make sensec. {

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
~= an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- Or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. our government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept respon51b111ty for pr erving it -- for building a

society that prefe m 'to envy,#tm to faction,
di)am"m

E mental stewardship to plunder
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I have been accused of lacking agendesmess vision. If byt,L‘ d
that someone means that I don't pPropose vast or costly new /“‘*"“J
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of ta

expenditures. My vision for America depends eamdssy on you, for,L
’

you will shape our future. You must o~

decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and lﬂﬂﬂbﬂh&4

spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society. ":fj.
S S T e TS I e nenay” ; , teey

You to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't_sffeed a 'h7aht£
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power Om the many )v
and placing it at the disposal of the incumben few. We need a 5nu4¢7?
Good Society, one that promotes service selflessness, action. a‘ﬁ"’
The antidote to greed is not a ax increase; it is service. ““\
If you want to take a stand agafnst self-centeredness, get
involved. If you want a dé#fect role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just #ave plackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with peopld, to bring out what is best in themn.
The Good g#ociety poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full ppbmise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatigfthings to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.

Try build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.

20 o > K a O U - - - ® - .

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine Yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of light, to't

thae-ouahL-gueaﬁ-ﬁhﬂng-b-huppen. Mz;::

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out =

villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless You and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- and political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

I will not.try to outbid those great men. Today, I want—+o¥u0( v
about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion 6f the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. We will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. It seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and I
feel an idealism T have not felt for 30 years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future ang
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?n

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride. |

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to

the strength of an idea -~ the idea of freedom.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploratioﬂ. Here, merit conquers circumstance.
Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom MJ/

Monaghan -- transform a worig. *é??¢57

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for Creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulafe wealth through productivity,
not theft. It enables pedple to convert good ideas into great
works. It transports ideas ang information ﬁoveséwiftly - —

unfettered by censors of Plantation bosses.



fail. No conclave of experfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast~-food
chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of Planners. Ton
Monaghan' was just a college kid with a good idea.

Ffee markets help give everyone access to unexpecteqd
discoveries. They give the masses access to goéds that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the pProceeds of
brogress to everyone. |

Our domestic brogram encourages market innovation. Tt seeksA
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers td Creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our nationai genius. We have proposed anti-crime

measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest

w € e
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. B€ have proposed market fﬁ;iz

incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
. SR TR ' | s
Last year's child careﬂhndﬁélean ﬂlr Acté&lncorporate market 5e”ﬂ
The 74
incentives. This Year's transportation package seeks to invite fst7¢

entrepreneurship. we even have proposed extending the dignity of
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. In a world transforﬁed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity,

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each Year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place fo;‘another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest—egg.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire
cynicism?

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most
brosperous nation on earth not by decree or by-tax payment, but
by action. If ywe want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. we must look instead to

compassion that works.
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If T can risk learning how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
Speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

if l[gi%ortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the
United'States, and nowhere more than on college campuses./ The
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges
and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
Sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old
prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off- -limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. It teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. 1In its own orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of dlvers1ty we
must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we



But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been

confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
Supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. Aas
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. we must trust our persuasive powers to conguer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only whén we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand ang
appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition;

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -~ freedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole -- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it pPromises to solve that
Problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. Yet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He Proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social pPrograms, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion —- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these Programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
== an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division ang derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreans.

I choose the latter. Our government ought to tell the
people: We believe in You. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. Tt
must know its limitatibns == and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers Creativity to envy,.brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to pC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of ‘lacking agendas or vision. 1If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
yYou are the men and women who wil; shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of Creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
You to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. we need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, .action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self—centeredness, get
involved. 1f you want a direct role in conquering Prejudice, get
involved. Dpon't just wave plackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in then.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. vou don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.

' Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever Yyou go.
Don't just talk about Principles: Live then.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of

Your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of ‘light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions pPositively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -~ on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- ang
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. pare
to serve others, and you will Serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but You really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -~ and future generations will revere
You as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless You and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place

history. John F. Kennedy. proposed Creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want .&>
about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold war conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States Plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
- economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. we wil1l extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. It seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and T
feel an idealism T have not felt for 30 Years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future ang
ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?®

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the Same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to

the strength of an idea ~-- the idea of freedom.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for Creation,
invention, exploratioﬁ. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Sem-
Moenaghan --~ outgrow rough origins and transform a world.

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for Ccreativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulafe wealth through productivity,

not theft. 7Tt enables people to convert good ideas into great

works. .I£:transpnrts:ideasmaﬂd—informatf6n=mby6‘swiftij—-—
ua£e%tered—by~eenscrs—cf-piantation—bessesf
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food

chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed 1life

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected

discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the pProceeds of
progress to everyone.

Our domestic program eéncourages market innovation. It seeks
to push aside deadening and demoralizing bérriers to creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius: We have Proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. He have proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This Year's transportation package seeks to invite
entrepreneurship. we even have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -
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= housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. 1In a world transformed by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of eachvyear working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities ang begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for WOork or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker Create a
little nest-eqgq.

Bat think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire
cynicism?

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the most
prosperous nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. we must look instead to

compassion that works.
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If I can risk learning how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begln thinking about addre551ng
its problems in new wvays.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
Speak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunately, free Speech is under assault throughout the
United States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges
and universities. Although itf)arises from the laudable desire to

o8 pnsrorlood

MM

Sweep away ke debris <

+ it replaces ol4d
prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off- ~limits,
certain expression off- -limits, even certain gestures off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. It teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
~villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my 1ifetime -- and
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless yYou and God bless the United States of

America.
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certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politically Correct
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirements.

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been

confined to our campuses. The trend t,wgrd intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often }iﬁgézzéfand—eeﬂservatives
reéort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
Supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. _We must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences.A Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one another. If harmony be our goal, 1let's pursue
-harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free Speech leads haturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- ffeedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole -- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should I help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should T help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. vet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary h&rvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
—= an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. oOur government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government\is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to PC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
you are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
you to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get
involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the fﬁll promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation:-Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan}Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- and political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,

and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

about this historic moment. Your commencément —-— your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. We will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. It seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
fee} good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.

Today, I want +,7all v
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and 1
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future ang
ask themselves, "What next?" "“How can T help?"®
Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.
This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea —- the idea of freedon.
I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedon,
and how they promise an eéven greater future for this nation.
Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for Creation,
1nventlon, exploratlon. Here, merit conquers circumstance.
Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom MJ/
Monaghan -- outgrow=rough—erigins—ang transform a worild. *Lf?¢57
Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for Creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulate wealth through pProductivity,
not theft. It enables people to convert good ideas into great
works. It transports 1deas and information movessw1ftly - —

unfettered by censors ef’plantatlon bosses. v

i
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom —- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic'market == they
fail. No conclave of experfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the Proceeds of
progress to everyone.

Our domestic program eéncourages market innovation. Tt seeks
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity.
We have proposed re~inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius. we have proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorlsts who shove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. géghave Proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a EeFfef return on their dollar.
Last year's chilg careﬁhndt ean #3; tg\incorporate market
incentives. fThis year's Zzgesportation package seeks to invite
entrepreneurship. we even have proposed extending the dignity of

r

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -

e
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rlghgélgf’protecting'thelr dwellings. —

But that's not enough. 'In a world transformed by freedon,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreans.

The average worker in the United states now spends more than
four months_of each year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities ang begin working
for themselves and their families -~ won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations( purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-eqgqg.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire
cynicism? *

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness 1nto the most
brosperous nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. We must look instead to

compassion that works.
i
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our

'Ml} government lags behind. { If I can risk learning how to use a
(iby:t{r(l‘; J Computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
SW:L" psby \ its problems in new ways.
V;Zf /"; \;f:s(w This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
U"t\/\ o 185t §peak one's mind. Free speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
(;%ul ¢ ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
' & greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.
? Efortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the
United States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges
and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
Sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old
Prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits, .~
}\\o'l"e":\ Eartain expression of certain gestures off-limits.
‘b’-e: :VB Yet it does not establish €w forms of respect. It actually
Lf 0“:3( inculcates the arts of cre suspicion. It teaches people how
’:Sz:}z‘ar\;to look for an insult i word, comment, action. It

Lao“ v Lo attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
w
[

“),L" )(\\')‘Zauthority mutely. 1In its own Orwellian way, it Crushes diversity
o t

gu f;o, in the name of diversity.

o Q\\\ If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
A

must encourage open and civil discussion. Wwe must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we



and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has

e

confronted (this cult of censorship Ry éhallenging college

nt

certification organizations to abandon Politically Correct
€

pvajdecrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges

meet basic educational requirements.

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts. and epithets that are
Supposed to intimidate théir opponents, to make people afraid to
speak. |

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. Aas
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys andlhardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one another. 1If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedonm of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?
At the same time, government bPrograms have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. [ Fra gklln

Ah%ff
The

Roosevelt| once described the dole -- his word, not mlne‘-- as a

pee”
Aumekqs

%enefﬂﬂf

responsibility. They say Why should I help the homeless? 1! ave
<;e£\&

narcotic. Every time Washington Presumes to 1mprove the quality

of people's souis, 1nd1v1duals discard thelr own sense of

already Paying taxes to helg them. Why should I help the poor? %kJ
I'm already paying taxes to heIp\fhem And who can blame voteré*f‘”ya

for feeling this way. After all, éyery time Congress passes a <3T?T
bill to address a social issue, it pfohises to solve that ~+oy(myer
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're" imply saying that °+‘“ e
government didn't keep its word. vet while politicians demand ;ﬂ:?ixcd

higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results,

that good deeds go undone S

6@%( \7
When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up ({CJ
\V\SL(
issues that haunt us still. He proposed revitalizing cities; ey

rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism; -+ he 'S

protecting our environment. Ci +ch¢

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the *"GWK
+he

AAWUV\\
expenditure on social Programs, ideal distributions of wealth and iotratiyy

millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of

privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an Amerlca by the numbers: =uccess

If the numbers were right, America was right. A %ef{?mx
Jeople fo
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -—- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
eénsure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuhtions behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
—= an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreanms.

I choose the latter. our government ought to tell the
people: We believe in You. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agenté and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugurail
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations =~ and respect its people's
capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers Creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

r .
plain talk to pc talk, environmental Sstewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of -lacking agendas or vision. 1If by
that someone means that I don't Propose vast'ér costly new
brograms, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends‘heavily on you, for
You are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
_ spirit. You must builg @ more prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
You to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. we ﬁeed a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness;.action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get
involved. 1f You want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave pPlackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in thenm.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citiéenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know Your neighbors.

" Try to build bonds of trust at homé, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of

your abilities. Question authority but examine Yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
s
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your proﬁise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- ang
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and You will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the futuré in '
your hands. Treat it well -~ and future generations will revere
You 'as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless You and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a pleasure to'stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football‘history -- and political
history. John F. Kennedy proposed creating the Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Society in Ann Arbor.

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want
about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans feally will risk dying for ideals we
hold deaf. We will extend helping hands to the vietims of brutal
aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. Tt seemed
to rouse us from a fitful Vietnam-era sleep, a nightmare time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and T
feel an idealism T have not felt for 30 years. From coast to
coast, people are excited. They squint into a hazy future ang
ask themselves, "what next?" '“How can T help?®

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of Crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the Same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. 1In Europe,
in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedom,
and how they promise an €ven greater future for this nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for Creation,
invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of Vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Tom
Monaghan -- outgrow rough origins and transform a worid.

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for Creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulate wealth through Productivity,
not theft. It enables people to convert good ideas into great
works. It transports ideas andﬂinformation move swiftly --

unfettered by censors of plantation bosses.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed 1life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
hever have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the proceeds of
progress to everyone.

Our domestic Program encourages market innovation. Tt seeks
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to Creativity.
We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius. we have proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. c§; have proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. This yYear's transportation package seeks to invite
entrepreneurship. we even have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -



4
- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. In a worild transformed by freedom,
wWe must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity.

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams. .

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each Year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedom Day ~- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state ang local authorities ang begin working
for themselves and their families -- won't take place for another
eight days. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker Create a
little nest-eqgq.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire

cynicism?

prosperous nation on earth not by decree or by tax payment, but
by action. If ywe want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or falée Compassion. We must look instead to

Compassion that works.
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Wé have entered a new industrial revolution, but our
government lags behind. If T can risk learning how to use a
computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
Speak one's mind. Free Speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. Tt allows blacks and whites to share
experiénces, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the
United States, and nowhere more.than on college campuses. The
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges
and universitijes. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
Sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old
Prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestureé off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. It teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. 1t
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. TIn its own Orwellian way, it Crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we'
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Certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politicaily Correct
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirementsf

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words —- to taunts ang epithets that are
Supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. as
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. we must trust our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understang and
appreciate one another. 1If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1n
recent ages, often with nobile intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whonm
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can I sue? And'many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole  -- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should T help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help themn. Why should 1 help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. ang who can blame voters
for feeling thié way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. vet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He pProposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social Programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1n many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.



8

But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't always
guarantee pProgress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfireqd. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty have invited thep to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these Programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether ywe want an America by the numbers
~T an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
Peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. our government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: brove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. Aan
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect itsg people's
capabilities. .

But the flip side of limitedq government is the fourth face
of freedom -- responsibility. .

Any introductory course in political Philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for bPreserving it -- for building a
society that prefers Creativity to eénvy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to PC talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have beeﬁ accused of lacking agendas or vision. T1f by
that someone means that I don't Propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
you are the men and women who will shape our future. vyoyu must
decide how to defend the freedoms of Creation, expression-and
spirit. You must build a more Prosperous and peaceful society.

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
you to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking lmoney and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We neeq a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self—centeredness, get
involved. 1f You want a direct role in conquering Prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plackards ang shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this, get to know your neighbors.
Try to builg bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever You go.
Don't just taik about Principles: Live them.

Let me leave You today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself, Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to Ee a point. of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define Your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise —- on your promise.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their .
course, and we must fing new ways of chasing our destinies. Dpare
to serve others, and you wil}l Serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
You as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, Prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless you and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a plesasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history == and political
history. John ¥. Kennedy proposed creating the‘Peace Corps here,
and Lyndon Johnson unveiled the Great Socisety in Ann Arbor, J L

I will net try to outbid these gresat men. Today, I want 7//
about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journeay O
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's |
commencement into & world freed from Cold War conrlict and thrust
into a new age of cooparation and economic competition,

The United States plays a defining role in that world, The -
économic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans really will risk dying for ideals ws
hold dear. We will exteng helping hands to the victimg of brutal
aggression.

But the war also revived our belief in curselves, It seemed
o rouse us from a fitful Vietnam—era,slaep, a nightmars time in
which we doubted our decency, our values, our abllities, The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good abeout themselves, to ¢herish theif optimism, charity,

decency, toleratien and ability.

«OSMOH 33TUM 8UL ¢ ESIEL ! LB-08~7 ! 0204 49Td0D3|3[ X0USX:Ag IN3S



2

I have traveled around the country in recent months, and.I
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 years. From coast to
coast, people are excited, Thay squint into a hazy future and
ask themselves, “What next?" "How can T help?"

3ere and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and naighborhoods in whieh
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein, In Europe,
in Asia, througheut the world, America's strength testifies to
the strength of an idea -- tha idea of freedom.

I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedom,
and how they promisze an sven greater future for this nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a iaboratary for creatien,
invention, exploratioﬁ. Here, merit conguers circumstance.

Here, people of vision == Abraham Linceoln, Henry Ford, Tom
Monaghan ~- outgrow rough origins and transform a world,

Our national history proves that capitalism is not a system
for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for creativity., It makes
it pos=ible for people to accumulaﬁa wealth through productivity,
not theft. It enablas people to convert good ideas into great
works. It transports ideas and informatipn move sWiftly ==

unfettered by censors of plantation bosses.
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Every time societies attempt to improve on freedom -~ say,
by plcking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fall. No conclave of exparfs, no matter how brilliant, can match
the genius of a market in which millions of people swap thoughts
and inspirations.

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements, Tha fast-food
chain =~ an innovation many loathe, but one that has changed life
around the planet -- began in cbscurity. Domino's Pizza would
naver have stood a chance before a committea of planners. Ton
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea. '

Free markets help give @veryone access to unexpected
discoveries, They give the masses access to goods that once were
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the rroceeds of
progress to everyone,

Our domestic program eéncourages market innovation. It sseks
to push agide deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity,
We have proposed re~-inventing the American echool, in hopes of
unleashing our national genius. wWe have proposed anti-crime
measures that would punish the terrorists who shove honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. He have proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
incentives. Thie year's transportation package seeks to invite
entrepreneurship. We even have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But that's not enough. In a world transforned by freedom,
we must look for other ways to release our national ingenuity,

We must eliminate the petty harrassments we inflict upon people
with dreams.

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax man. Here
in Michigan, Tax Freedon Day -- the day on which workers stop
paying the federal, state and local authorities and begin working
for themselves and their families ~- wen't take place for another
eightidays. That's more than four months of labor that might
otherwise help pay for the house and car, set aside money for
children's educations, purchasing clothes for work or leisure.
Four months of labor that might otherwise help a worker create a
little nest-egg.

But think about it: do these taxes liberate anyone from four
months' worth of want, of responsibility? or do they inspire
cynicism?

Americans transformed a rugged wilderness into the mosgt
prospserous nation on earth not by decree or by tex payment, but
by action. If we want to provide the greatest good for the
greatest number, we must abandon the stale slogans of
redistribution or false compassion. We must look instead to

compassion that works,
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our

2» government lags behind. If I can risk learning how to use a
69 \1 computer, surely this nation can kegin thinking about addressing
VJOP its problems in new wvays.
4\ ~ This leads to a second fresedom, the freedom to think and
| k/ speak one's mind. Free speech éxposes bad ildeas and spreads good
ur/ ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national

greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share

eriences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and

ustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance,
Unfortunately, free speech is under assault throughout the
Unitsd States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The
tornado of Poiiticdl Correctness has ravaged many fine collages
CVV and universities. Although it arises frem the laudable desire to
Sweap away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces oid
[ﬂﬁprejudicas with new ones., It declaraes certain topics off-limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off=1limits,
Yot it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of craativé suspicion. It teaches reople how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It

/ attempts to force everyone into a_conformj

authority mutely. 1In its own Orwell n way,

in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity w//////
| must encourage open and civil discussion. We must not permit ,/////

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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and rigorous inquiry,
Our Secretar _off;-bca O ~Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted tHis cultlof éeﬁsorship 51 challenging college
certification organizh “tO abandon Poiitically Correct
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirements.,

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Teo often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words =-- to taunts and epithets that are
supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid te
speak,

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us as a nation. 2s
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance, We must trust our persuasive powers to conguer
bigotry and prejudics.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopas, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one ancther. 1If harmony be our goal, laet's pursus
harmeny -- rather than a new Inquisition,

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to anocther,
equally important dimension of freedom -- fresdom of spirit. 1In

recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged:

good works. Nowadays, hany respond to misfortune by asking: Whom.
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue’
ne?

At the same time, government Programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, scheols, churches, Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole =- hig word, not mine -- ag a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the gquality
of pecple's smouls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should T help the homeless? I'm
already paying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?
I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blama voters
for feeling this way. After all, every time Congress passes a
bill to address a social issué, it promises to solve that
problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. Yet while politicians demand .
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1264 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. Hs Proposed revitalizing cities;'
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment,

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideai tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social prerams, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilega. In many ways, thelrs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.

g #:812806v20¢ «88NOH 93TUM oyl ¢ 9G:EL ! LB~08~F ! 0Z0L J3TAODB[BL XOJOX:AH LNIE



8

But bare numbers don't tell yYou much. Dellars don't always
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion =-- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to
ensure racial harmony hava generated animosity. Progranms
intended to help people out of poverﬁy have invited them to stay.
Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sensea.

We new must decide whether we want an Amerieca by the numbers
- ah America defined by equations, and axposed to the tiregome
pelities of division and derision -- or an America defined by its
Ppoples virtues, desires, dreams.

' I choose the latter. Our government ought to tell the
///// sople: We believe in you., Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agenéies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a 8logan: I was gerious. an
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations == and respect its people's
capabilitias,

But the flip side of limited government iz the fourth face
of freedom ~=- responsibility, .

Any intreductory course in political philosephy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also
must accept responsibility for preserving it -~ for building a
scciety that prefers creativity to envy, brotherhood to factioen,

plain talk to p¢ talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. Tf by
that someone means that I don't propose vast or costly new
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of tax
expenditures. My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
You are the msn and women who will shaps our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
epirit. You must build a nore prosperous and peaceful society,

Politics too often demands nothing but money. I challenge
you to use your talenté in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Soclety, dedicated te taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. We need a

Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

N\

The antidote to grsed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against sel{-centerednessg, get ‘
involved. If you want a direct role in conquering prejudice, get
invelved. Don't just wave pPlackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society posesz a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. You don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get te know your neighbors.,
Try to build bends of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about principles:; Live thenm.

Let me leave you today wiﬁh an exhortation: Make the most of
your abllities. Question authority but examine yourself, bhemand

good government, but strive to do what is geod yourself. Muster
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the courage to be [2 peint of 1light/ take up the little deads
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Donit fall prey to obsessions about "fresdom from"
various 1lls, such as want or fear of despair. Foecus on
freedom's promise -~ on your promise,

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime ~- and
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing things have run their
coursse, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to0 serve others, and yeu will seprve your nation well,

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
‘your hands. Treat it well —- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless you and God bless the United States of
America.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has forged its share of football history -- and political

history. [:

I will not try to outbid those great men. Today, I want » 7oz
about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey
into the "real world" -- coincides with this nation's
commencement into a world freed from Cold War conflict and thrust
into a new age of cooperation and economic competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. The
economic expansion of the 1980s reaffirmed our preeminence as an
economic power. Our participation in the Persian Gulf war showed
the world that Americans[?eai&ﬂ will risk dying for ideals we
hold dear. We will extend helping hands to the victims of brutal
aggression.

Lo nED
But the war also revived our belief in ourselves. It seemed

US AND REConi78veD

’

which—wedoubted our decency, our values, our abilities. The
days of doubt and malaise are over. Americans feel free again to
feel good about themselves, to cherish their optimism, charity,

decency, toleration and ability.
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I have traveled around the country in recent months, and I
feel an idealism I have not felt for 30 years. From coast to

Loox 7D JHE

coast, people are excited. They sguint—inte—a hazy future and

ask themselves, "What next?" "How can I help?"

Here and everywhere Americans have begun to take on tough
tasks: helping the homeless, training the unskilled, pushing back
the wave of crime, building schools and neighborhoods in which
they may take real pride.

This revival of pride stems from the same source that
toppled the Berlin Wall and humbled Saddam Hussein. In Europe,

in Asia, throughout the world, America's strength testifies to

the strength of an idea -- the idea of freedom.
PHE Pekes oo/
I would like to talk today about four aspects of freedom, %= Auve
FAEEZomS
and how they promise an even greater future for this nation. Azjzgrdums

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,

invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

_ 5 THE THEE
Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, TPewms REE poT—
oenziez.
Mormaghan -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.
Our national history proves that eapitalism is not a system

for accumulating profits, but a seedbed for creativity. It makes
it possible for people to accumulate wealth through productivity,
AND EFDE

not—theft. It enables people to convert good ideas into great

works. It transports ideas and information ns&ingiftlx -

unfettered-by censorsof plantatien—besses-
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Whten) '
Every—time societies attempt to improve on freedom -- say,
by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match

WHIe] CERETTS THE FRFELEMES , /RS, AND INSHERIIONS of-
the genius of a marketAia—whéch-millions of people. swap—theughts

and—inspiratiens-

Consider a few recent innovations. The information
revolution was hatched in garages and basements. The fast-food
chain -- an innovation many-loathe,—but-ene that has changed life
around the planet -- began in obscurity. Domino's Pizza would
never have stood a chance before a committee of planners. Tom
Monaghan was just a college kid with a good idea.

Free markets help give everyone access to unexpected
discoveries. They give the masses access to goods that once were

. ReNFF1S,
reserved for kings and party bosses. They spread the proceeds- of
progress to everyone.

Ecovopic AV Aotyses j/' . . Zﬂy

OupAdomestic program encourageg market innovation. Et seekf”
to push aside deadening and demoralizing barriers to creativity.

70

We have proposed re-inventing the American school, in—hopes—of
unleashiiglour national genius. We have proposed anti-crime

. R ) VLS Qlve
measures that would punish the terrerists who sheve honest
businesses out of neighborhoods in need. He have proposed market
incentives that give taxpayers a better return on their dollar.
Last year's child care and clean air acts incorporate market
. ) . . ENCOLVLASE
incentives. This year's transportation package seeks to invite-

entrepreneurship. We eveg~have proposed extending the dignity of

home ownership to people who now live in government apartments -
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- housing blocks in which tenants enjoy no pride of ownership,

and in many cases, no rights of protecting their dwellings.

But—that*snot—enough. 1In a world transformed by freedom,
CONSTINTYY SEEZ fOL , . .
toock—fer—other ways to release our national ingenuity.

we must

more than

Here

by gction. If we want to provide tHe greatest good for the

the stale slogans of

. We must look instead to
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We have entered a new industrial revolution, but our

NO E/sk”
t lags behind. TIf T isk 1 ing how t 4 qme
governmen ags enind. can ris earnlnq ow _O u_s_e_a_ 720 cure.

Computer, surely this nation can begin thinking about addressing
its problems in new ways.

This leads to a second freedom, the freedom to think and
Speak one's mind. Free Speech exposes bad ideas and spreads good
ones. It nourishes the diversity upon which our national
greatness rests. It allows blacks and whites to share
experiences, rich and poor to talk about their needs and
frustrations; it removes the blinders of ignorance.

Unfortunately, free Speech is under assault throughout the
United States, and nowhere more than on college campuses. The
tornado of Political Correctness has ravaged many fine colleges
and universities. Although it arises from the laudable desire to
Sweep away the debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old
prejudices with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits,
certain expression off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.
Yet it does not establish new forms of respect. It actually
inculcates the arts of creative suspicion. It teaches people how
to look for an insult in every casual word, comment, action. It
attempts to force everyone into a conformist mold, to salute
authority mutely. 1In its own Orwellian way, it crushes diversity
in the name of diversity.

If we really want to take full advantage of diversity we
must encourage open and civil discussion. we must not permit

"diversity" to become a code word for intellectual tyranny and we
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certainly shouldn't prefer the empty etiquette of PC to honest
and rigorous inquiry.

Our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander, already has
confronted this cult of censorship by challenging college
certification organizations to abandon Politically cCorrect
decrees and stick to the business of determining whether colleges
meet basic educational requirements.

But it would be wrong to suggest that incivility has been
confined to our campuses. The trend toward intellectual bullying
flourishes everywhere. Too often liberals and conservatives
resort to fighting words -- to taunts and epithets that are
Supposed to intimidate their opponents, to make people afraid to
speak.

ELENT

This is outrageous, and not worthy of us_as nAnation. As
Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to openness and
tolerance. We must trust our Persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry and prejudice.

You can lead the way. Free speech lets us share our
thoughts, our hopes, our experiences. Only when we share good
times and bad, joys and hardships, can we truly understand and
appreciate one another. 1If harmony be our goal, let's pursue
harmony -- rather than a new Inquisition.

The virtue of free sSpeech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In
recent ages, often with noble intentions, we have discouraged

good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by asking: Whom
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can I sue? And many would-be Samaritans must ask: Who can sue
me?

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. Franklin
Roosevelt once described the dole -- his word, not mine -- as a
narcotic. Every time Washington presumes to improve the quality
of people's souls, individuals discard their own sense of
responsibility. They say: Why should T help the homeless? I'm
already pPaying taxes to help them. Why should I help the poor?

I'm already paying taxes to help them. And who can blame voters

wiEN
for feeling this way. After all, evegy—%&me-Congress passes a//nm
STeoN4~
bill to address a social issue, it promises to solve that

problem. When taxpayers complain, they're simply saying that
government didn't keep its word. vet while politicians demand
higher taxes and taxpayers demand better results, the sad fact is
that good deeds go undone.

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he brought up
issues that haunt us still. He Proposed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He believed that small cadres of experts could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social pPrograms, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.
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But bare numbers don't tell you much. Dollars don't a%wé?é
guarantee progress, and the politics of coercion -- the politics
of virtue on demand -- have backfired. Programs designed to

ensure racial harmony have generated animosity. Programs
CEATED DELEp)perfee
I

intended to help people out of poverty have ~n¥*ted—them—toﬂﬁth

Although the calcuations behind these programs seemed elegant and
defensible, they just didn't make sense.

We now must decide whether we want an America by the numbers
== an America defined by equations, and exposed to the tiresome
politics of division and derision =-- or an America defined by its
peoples virtues, desires, dreams.

I choose the latter. Our government ought to tell the
people: We believe in you. Not: prove yourselves to our courts,
our tax collecters, our meter readers, our agents and agencies.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation in my inaugural
address, I wasn't trying to create a slogan: I was serious. An
effective government must be gentle, kind, firm and humble. It
must know its limitations -- and respect its people's

capabilities.

But the flip side of limited government is the fourth(facefﬂ

of freedom -- responsibility.

Any introductory course in political pPhilosophy teaches that

freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom also

must accept responsibility for preserving it -- for building a
society that prefers Creativity to envy, brotherhood to faction,

plain talk to pc talk, environmental stewardship to plunder.

/

B B Lriet AL Decoln THANSTY.

THE Pl 1S Mo~ NumAEEST
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I have been accused of lacking agendas or vision. If by
that someone means that I don't Propose vast or costly new

Docwmes
programs, I plead guilty. I don't measure dreams in terms of +ax-

el - My vision for America depends heavily on you, for
you are the men and women who will shape our future. You must
decide how to defend the freedoms of creation, expression and
spirit. You must build a more prosperous and peaceful society.

Pe;itées—toe—often—demands—nothing—but—mene¥~ I challenge
You to use your talents in service of goodness. We don't need a
Great Society, dedicated to taking money and power from the many
and placing it at the disposal of the incumbent few. we need a
Good Society, one that promotes service, selflessness, action.

The antidote to greed is not a tax increase; it is service.
If you want to take a stand against self-centeredness, get
involved. If You want a direct role in conquering Prejudice, get
involved. Don't just wave plackards and shout: Have the decency
to talk with people, to bring out what is best in them.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship. vou don't have to do grand and
dramatic things to accomplish this. Get to know your neighbors.
Try to build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go.
Don't just talk about Principles: Live them.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand

good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Muster
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the courage to be a point of light, to take up the little deeds
that enable great things to happen.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "fréedom'from"
various ills, such as want or fear of despair. Focus on
freedom's promise -- on your promise.

We live in the most éxciting period of my lifetime -- and
perhaps of yours. The old ways of doing thiﬁgs have run their
course, and we must find new ways of chasing our destinies. Dare
to serve others, and you will serve your nation well.

It may seem a cliche, but you really do hold the future in
your hands. Treat it well -- and future generations will revere
you as the pioneers of a world blessed with unprecedented vigor,
possibility, prosperity and goodness.

Thank you, God bless You and God bless the United States of

America.
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President James Duderstadt and Governor John Engler,

distinguished Regents, honorary degree recipients. And of
course, Michigan's class of 1991. // It's a pleasure to stand
here in Michigan Stadium, a place that has witnessed its share of
gridiron glory =-- and political history. The last time I was in
Ann Arbor, we commemorated John Kennedy's unvéiling of the Peace
Corps. And, as your commencement progranm indicates,l Lyndon
Johnson introduced the Great Society in a University of Michigan
commencement address.

Today, I want to talk about this historic moment. Your
commencement -- your journey into the "real world" -- coincides
with this nation's commencement into a world freed from Cold War
conflict and thrust into an era of cooperation and economic
competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. Our
economic strength, our military power and most of all, our
national character brought us to this special moment. When our
policies unleashed the economic expansion of the 19805,\we
exposed forever the failures of socialism -- and ;reaffirmed our
status as the world's greatest economic power. When we sent

troops to the Persian Gulf, we showed that we take principles

seriously enough to risk dying for themn.
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It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has witnessed its share of gridiron glory -- and political
history. The last time I was in Ann Arbor, we commemorated John
Kennedy's unveiling of the Peace Corps. And, as your
commencement program indicates, Lyndon Johnson introduced the
Great Society in a University of Michigan commencement address.

Today, I want to talk about this historic moment. Your
commencement -- your journey into the "real world" -- coincides
with this nation's commencement into a worild freed from Cold War
conflict and thrust into an era of cooperation and economic
competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. Our
economic strength, our military power and most of all, our
national character brought us to this special moment. When our
policies unleashed the economic expansion of the 1980s, we
exposed forever the failures of socialism -- and reaffirmed our
status as the world's greatest economic power. When we sent
troops to the Persian Gulf, we showed that we take principles
éeriously enough to risk dying for them.

Our successes have banished the Vietnam-era phantoms of
doubt and distru;t. In my recent travels around the country I

have felt an idealism that we Americans supposedly had lost.




People have faith in the future. They ask: "What next?" And:
"How can I help?" * 4

We have rediscovered the power of the idea that toppled the
Berlin Wall, andiled a world to strike back at Saddam Hussein.
Like generations before us, we have begun to define for oursleves
the promise of freedon.

I would like to talk today about the nature of freedom, and
how its demands will shape our future as a nation.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United Stétes has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln,. Henry Ford, Martin
Luther King Jr. -- outgfow rough'origins and transform a world.

These achievements testify to the greatness of our free
enterprise system. In past ages, and in other economic orders,
people could acquire wealth only by éeizing goods from others.
Free enterprise liberates us from this Hobbesian quagmire. It
lets one person's fortune become everyone's gain.

The free enterprise system, built upon the foundation of
private property, harnesses our powerful instincts for
creativity. It gives everyone an interest in shared prosperity -
- in freedom, in respect.

No system of development ever has nurtured virtue as
completely and rigorously as ours. We have become the most

egalitarian society in history -- and one of the most harmonious

-- because we let people work freely toward their destinies.
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When governments try to improve on freedom -- say, by
picking winners and losers in the ecdnomic markef -~ they fail.
No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match the
sheer ingenuity of a market that collects and distributes the
wisdom of millions of people, all pursuing their destinies in
different ways.

Our administration appreciates the power of free enterprise
-- and our economic and domestic programs try to apply the genius
of the market to the needs of the nation.

For example, we want to eliminate rules and red tape that
bind the hands and minds of entrepreneurs and innovators.

Our America 2000 educational strategy challenges the nation
to re-invent the American school -- to compete in the race to
unleash our national genius.

We have incorporated market incentives into our legislative
proposals, so taxpayers will get a fair return on their dollars.

Just look at last year's child care legislation and Clean Air
Act, or this year's transportation bill.

We have proposed a comprehensive banking reform package that
protects the financial system upon which economic growth depends.
We repeatedly have tried to slash the capital gains tax, so
people with dreams have a chance of achieving them.

And we want to extend the dignity of home ownership to
‘people who now live in government-owned apartments.

Although we have tried to transfer power into the hands of

our people, we haven't done enough. In a world transformed by
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freedom, we must look for other ways to help people build good
lives for themselves and their familiés.

The average worker in the United States now spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax man -- and
increasing numbers of citizens see that burden as a barrier to
achieving their dreams.

We have tried to put a 1lid on the spending that drives taxes
-- and to concentrate government efforts on truly national
purposes. This is only common sense. If we want to build faith
in government, we must demand public services that serve the
public. We must insist upon compassion that works.

But the power to create also rests on other freedoms --
especially the freedom to think and speak one's mind. This may
be the most fundamental and deeply revered of all our liberties -
- not just because Americans like to debate, but because free
speech plays a crucial role in helping us improve ourselves. It
separates good ideas from bad. It defines and cultivates the
diveréity upon which our national greatness rests. It tears off
the blinders of ignorance and prejudice and lets us move on to
greater things.

Ironically, on the 200th anniversary of our Bill of Rights,
wé find free speech under assault throughout the United States,
including on some college campuses. The notion of political
correctness has ignited controversy across the land. Although
the movement arises from the laudable desire to sweep away the

debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old prejudices with new
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ones. It declares certain topics off-limits, certain expression
off-limits, even certain gestures off-limits.

What began as a crusade for civility has soured into a cause
of conflict and even censorship. Disputants treat sheer force -
- getting their foes punished or expelled, for instance -- as a
subsfitute for the power of ideas.

Throughout history, attempts to micromanage casual
conversation have only incited distrust. They have invited
people to look for an insult in every word, gesture, action. 1In
‘their own Orwellian way, crusades that demand correct behavior
crush diversity in the name of diversity.

We all should be alarmed at the rise of intolerance in our
land -- and by the growing tendency to use intimidation rather
than‘reason in settling disputes. Neighbors who disagree no
longer settle matters over a cup of coffee. They hire lawyers
and go to court. Political extremists roam the land, setting
citizens agaihst one another on the basis of their class or race.

Such bullying is outrageous, and not worthy éf a great
nation grounded in the values of tolerance and respect. Let us
fight back against the boring politics of division and derision.
Let's trust our friends and colleagues to respond to reason.

As Americans we must use our persuasive powers to conquer
bigotry. We must cénquer the temptation to assign bad motives to
people who disagree with us.

If we hope to make full use of the optimism I discussed

earlier, men and women must feel free to speak their hearts and
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minds. We must build a society in which people can join in
common cause without having to surrenfler their identities.

You can lead the way. Share your thoughts and experiences;
your hopes and frustrations. ﬁefend others' rights to speak. If
harmony be our goal, let's pursue harmony -- not Inquisition.

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally important dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In
recent times, often with noble intentions, we as a nation have
discouraged good wdrks. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by
asking: Whom can I sue? Even worse, many would-be Samaritans
wonder: Will someone sue me? Talented, concerned men and women
avoid such noble professions as medicine for fear that
unreasonable and undefined liability claims will force them to
spend more time in court than in the office.

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. This is
understandable, but dangerous. When government tries to serve as
a parent, teacher or moral guide, individuals may be tempted to
discard their own sense of responsibility -- to argue that only
government must help people in need.

If we have learned anything in the past quarter century, it
is that we cannot federalize virtue. Indeed, as we pile law upon
law, program upon program, rule upon rule, we actually can weaken
people's moral sensitivity. The rule of law gives way to the
rule of the loophole -- the notion that whatever is not illegal

must be acceptable. In this way, great goals go unmet.
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When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he addressed
issues that remain with us. He propoSed revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating schools; trampling down the hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment.

He applied the wisdom of his time to these challenges. He
beliéved that cadres of experts really could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, idéal rates of
expenditure.on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:
If the numbers were right, America was right.

Gradually, we got to the point of equating dollars with
commitment -~ and when programs failed to produce progress, we
demanded more money. In time, this crusade backfired. Programs
designed to ensure racial harmony generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty invited dependency.

We should have learned that while the ideals behind the
Great Society were noble, the programs weren't always up to the
task. We need to rethink our approach. Let's tell our people:
We don't want an America by the numbers. We don't want a land of
loopholes. We want a community of commitment and trust.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation, I wasn't trying
to create a slogan. I was issuing a challenge. An effective
government must know its limitations -- and respect its people's
capabilities. 1In return, people must assume the final burden of

freedom -- responsibility.
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Any introductory course in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. Most &f the greatest
responsibilities confront us not in government hearing rooms, but
around dinner tables, on the streets -- at the office.

If you teach your children and others how to hate, they will
learn. If you encourage them not to trust others, they will
follow your lead. If you talk about compassion, but refuse to
help those in need, your children will learn to look the other
way.

Once your commencement ends and your adult life begins, you
will have to rely on the sternest stuff of all: yourself.

In the end, government will not make you good or evil. The
quality of your life -- and of our nation's future —- depends as
much on how you treat your fellow women and men as it does on the
way in which we in Washingtﬁn conduct affairs of state. After
all, the opposite of greed is not taxation. It is service.

My vision for Amrgica depends heavily on you. You must
protect the freedoms of creation, speech and spirit. You must
build a peaceful and proéperous future.

We don't need another Great Society, with huge énd ambitious
programs ~-- administered by the incumbent few. We need a Good
S8ociety, built upon the deeds of the many -- a society that
promotes service, selflessness, action.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship, to join in partnership with

family, friends, government to make our world better.
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The Good Society does not demand agonizing sacrifice. It
requires something within everyone's reach: common decency and
commitment. Know your neighbors. Build bonds of trust at home,
at work, wherever you go. Don't just talk about principles: Live
then. |

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: ﬁake the most of
your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand
good government, but strive to do what is good. Take risks.
Muster the courage to be what I call a point of light.

Also: define your missions positively. Don't seek out
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills. Focus on freedom's promise -- on your promise.

When John Kennedy talked of sending a man to the moon, he
didn't say: We want to avoid getting stranded on this planet. He
said: We will send a man to the moon. We must be equally
determined to achieve our common goals.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
quite possibly of yours. The old ways of doing things have run
their coufse. Find new ones. Dare to serve others and future
generations will never forget the example you set.

This is your day. Congratulations. Thank you. Good luck.

May God bless you and the United States of America.

I
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‘It's a pleasure to stand here in Michigan Stadium, a place
that has witnessed its share of gridiron glory -- and political
history. The last time I was in Ann Arbor, we commemorated John
Kennedy's unveiling of the Peace Corps. And, as your
commencement program indicates, Lyndon Johnson introduced the
Great Society in a University of Michigan commencement address.
That was nearly 27 years ago.

Today, I want to talk about this historic momént. Your
commencement -- your journey into the "real world" -- coincides
with this nation's commencement into a world freed from Cold War
conflict and thrust into an era of cooperation and economic
competition.

The United States plays a defining role in that world. Our
economic strength, our militarf power and most of all, our
national character brought us to this special moment. When our
policies unleashed the economic expansion of the 1980s, we
exposed forever the failures of socialism. We reaffirmed our
status as the world's greatest economic power. When we sent
troops to the Persian Gulf, we showed that we take principles

seriously enough to risk dying for them.
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our successes in recent years have banished the doubts that
plagued us in the period following the Vietnam War. Self-
persecution and malaise have given way to a renewed confidence in
American decency, values, abilities. In my recent travels around
the country I have felt an idealism -- not self-congratulation,
but real idealism -- that I haven't felt in 30 years. People
have faith in the future. They ask: "What next?" "How can I
help?"

In a real and palpable sense, we have rediscovered the
invigorating power of the idea that toppled the Berlin Wall, and
led a world to strike back at Saddam Hussein. The idea and ideal
of freedon.

I would like to talk today about the nature of freedom, and
how its demands lie at the heart of our domestic aéenda.

Let me start with the freedom to create. From its
inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance.

Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry Ford, Martin
Luther King Jr. -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world.

These achievements testify to the greatness of our free
enterprise system. This system doesn't merely reward creativity:
it encéurages it -- but in a very special way.

In past ages, and in other economic systems, people could
acquire wealth only by seizing goods from others. Free

enterprise liberates us from this Hobbesian quagmire. It rewards
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toil and determination. It lets one person's fortune become
everyone's gain.

No system of development ever has nurtured virtue.és
completely and rigorously as ours -- a point the pope made
recently in an encyclical about economics.

When governments try to improve on freedom -- say, by
picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they fail.
No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match the
genius of a market. Markets collect and distribute the wisdom of
millions of people, each pursuing their destinies in different
ways. They make it possible for someone unknown to the high and
mighty to become high and mighty.

Thus, the information revolution was hatched in garages and
basements. The fast-food chain began as a lonely iink on an
obscure roadway. My point is simple: Free markets help give
everyone access to unexpected discoveries.

Our economic and domestic programs grow out of an
appreciation of freedom's special power. In a variety of areas,
in a host of ways, we apply the lessons of freedom to the tasks
of government.

For example, we have committed ourselves to eliminating
rules, red tape and harrassments that prevent good people from
doing great things. The Competitiveness Council, chaired by the
-Vice President, tries to liberate entrepreneurs from unnecessary

regulation.
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Our America 2000 educational strategy challenges‘the natién
to re-invent the American school, to create communities where
_learning can happen, to unleash our national genius. '

We have proposed anti-crime measures to punish the thﬁgs who
shove honest businesses out of neighborhoods in need. We have
incorporated market iﬁcentives into our legislative proposals, so
taxpayers will get a faif return on their dollars. Just look at
last year's child care legislation and Clean Air Act, or this
year's transportation bill.

We repeatedly have tried to slash the cépital gains tax, so
that people with dreams might have access to the capital
necessary to turn those dreams into works and deeds. And we have
proposed a comprehensive banking reform package that protects the
financial system upon which economic growth dependé.

We even have proposed extending the dignity of home
ownership to people who now live in government-owned apartments -
- housing blocks in which residents enjoy no pride of ownership,
and in many cases, no rights of proteéting their dwellings.
Ownership gives people a stake in their neighborhood -- and in
our shared future.

Although we have_tried to transfer power into the hands of
our people, we haven't done enough. 1In a world transformed by
freedom, we mﬁst look for other ways to harness the hope that
thrills us all. We must inspire people to pursue ambitions,

build fuller lives for themselves.



5.

The average worker in the United States.now spends more than
four months of each year working just to pay the tax_man -- and
increasing numbers of citizens see that burden as a ba;fier to
achieving their dreams.

We have tried to put a 1id on the spending that drives taxes
-- and to concentrate government efforts on truly-national
purposes. If we want to prevent even greater cynicism about
government, we must demand public services that serve the
public. We must insist upon compassion that works. Just as our
nation has entered a new industrial revolution, so ought our
government catch up with the times.

| But the power to créate rests on other kinds of freedom --
especially the freedom to think and speak one's mind. This may
be the most fundamental ahd deeply revered of all éur liberties -
- not just because Americans like to wrestle with ideas, but
because free speech helps us separate good ideas from bad. It
defines and cultivates the divérsity upon which our national
greatness rests. It tears off the blinders of ignorance and
prejudice and lets us move on to greater things.

Ironically, on the 200th anniversary of our Bill of Rights,
we find free speech under assault throughoﬁt the United States,
including on some college campuses. The notion of political
correctness has ignited controversy across the land. Although
the movement arises from the laudable desire to sweep away the

debris of racism and hatred, it replaces old prejudices with new
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ones. It declares certain topics off-limits, certain ekpression
off-limits/ even certain gestures off-limits.

One university, for instance, recently‘tried to od;law
"inappropriately directed laughter" and "conspicuous exclusion of
students from conversation." 1In others, students have tried to
settle disagreements by starting fights -- or trying to get their
ideological foes kicked out of school.

What begun as a crusade for civility thus has soured into a
call for conflict, in which people resort to raw power -- rather
than the power of ideas.

Throughout history, attempts to miéromanage casual
conversation have only incited distrust. Invited people to look
for an insult in every word, gesture, adﬁion. In their own
Orwellian way, crusades that demanq correct behaviér crush
diversity in the name of diversity.

We all should be alarmed at the rise of intolerance in our
land. Think of cases in which people have tried to discourage
smoking in restaurants not by asking others to stop -- but by
hailing the police.

Think of political extremists, who arouse emotions by using
fighting words -- taunts and charges designed to intimidate
opponents and to make people fearful of speaking their hearts and
minds.

Such bullying is outrageous, and not worthy of a great
nation grounded in the values of tolerance and respect. As

Americans we ought to recommit ourselves to the values of honest,
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open, probing discussion. We must use our persuasive powers to

conquer bigotry and prejudice. We must fight the temptation to

. assign bad motives to people who simply disagree with us.

If we hope to make full use of the optimism I discussed
earlier, we must create an atmosphere ip which people één talk
freely, honestly, openly. We must build a society in which
people can join in common cause without having to surrender their
identities.

You can lead fhe wvay. Shafe your thoughts and experiences;
your hopes and frustrations. Defend others' rights té speak. If
harmohy be our goal, let's pursue harmony -- not Inquisition.

The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another,
equally iﬁportant dimension of freedom -- freedom of spirit. 1In

recent ages, often with noble intentions, we as a nation have

‘discouraged good works. Nowadays, many respond to misfortune by

asking: Whom can I sue? Many would-be Samaritans ask: Who can
sue ne? Peoplé have avoided such noble arts as medicine for fear
6f facing unreasonable and undefined liability threats.

At the same time, government programs have tried to assume
roles once reserved for families, schools, churches. This is
understandable, but dangerous.A When Washington tries to act in
behalf of families or churches, individuals may be tempted to
discard their own sense of responsibility -- to argue that only

government bears responsibility for helping people in need.
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If we have learned énything in the past qua;ter century, it
is that we cannot-federalize virtue. Nor can we in Washington
solve the nation's woes by decree. B

When President Johnson spoke here in 1964 he addressed
issues that haunt us still. He prbposéd revitalizing cities;
rejuvenating séhools; trampling down tﬁe hoary harvest of racism;
protecting our environment. '

He fought vigorously to enact the wisdom of his time. He
believed that cadres of experts really could care for the
millions. They would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of
expenditure on social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and
privilege. 1In many ways, theirs was an America by the numbers:

If the numbers were right, America was right.

Somehow, we got to the point of equating dollérs with
commitment -- and when programs failed to produce progress, we
demandéd more money. In time, this crusade backfired. Programs
designed to ensure racial harmony generated animosity. Programs
intended to help people out of poverty invited dependency.

We should have learned that while the ideals behind the
Great Society were nobie, the programs weren't always up to the
task. We need to rethink our approach -- and we should begin by
affirming our commitment.to freedom. Let's tell our people: We
don't want an America by the numbers. We ﬁant to build a
community of commitment and trust.

When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation, I wasn't trying

to create a slogan. An effective government must be gentle,
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kiﬁd, firm and humble. It must know its limitations -- and
respect its people's capébilities. In return, people must assume
the final burden of freedom -- responsibility. i

Any introductory éourse in political philosophy teaches that
freedom entails responsibility. People who accept freedom must
preserve it -- build a society that prefers creativity to envy,
brotherhood to faction, plain talk to censorship, environmental
stewardship to plunder.

It may be tempting to prefend that truly important matters
demand crusades full of expense and drama. it may be comforting
to act as humanity's greatest battles unfold on fields shrouded
in smoke and soaked with blood -- or in packed hearing rooms
where dogged prosecutors unmask villains and cheats.

But that's just not how it works in real life; For most of
us, our greatest challenges arise in living rooms, on
neighborhood sfreets, around the dinner table, at the office.

And our greatest challengers are our families, friends,
colleagues.

If you teach your children and others how to hate, they will
learn. If you encourage them not to trust others, they will
follow your lead. If you talk about compassion, but refuse to
help. those in heed, people will notice.

Once your commencement ends and your adult life begins, you
will have to rely on the sternest stuff of all: yourself.

In the end, government will not make you good or evil. Religious

institutions will not make you good or evil. I-will not make you
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good or evil. The quality of your life -- and of our nation's
future -- depends as much on how you treat your fellow women and
men as it does on the way in which we in Washington conduct
affairs of state.

My vision for America depends heavily on you. You must.
assume responsibility for this nation's future. - You must defend
the freedoms of creation, expression and spirit. You must build
a more prosperous and peaceful society.

We don't need another Great Society, with huge and ambitious
programs -- administered by the incumbent few. We need a Good
Society, bullt upon the deeds of the many -- a society that
promotes service, selflessness, action.

The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore
the full promise of citizenship, to jein in partnership with
family, friends, government to meke our world better.

The Good Society does not demand agonizing sacrifice. It
asks only for common decency and commitment. Get to know your
neighbors. Build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you
go. Don't just talk about principles: Live ﬁhem.

Good Government is an integral part of the Good Society.
Our domestic agenda contains many new programs and initiatives,
but they involve precise approaches well-defined programs. fhe
idea'is simple: limit government to what it can and should do --

and to leave the rest up to you.

Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of

your abilities. Question authority but examine yourself. Demand
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good government, but strive to do what is good yourself. Take
risks. Muster the cour&ge to be what I call a point of light.

Also: defiﬁe your missions positively. Don't seek déut
villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about "freedom from"
various ills.  Focus on freedom's promise -- on your promise.

When John Kennedy talked of sending a man to the moon; he
didn't say: We want to avoid getting stranded on this planet. He
said: We will send a ﬁan to the moon.

We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime -- and
quite possibly of yours. The old ways of doing things‘have run
their course, and we need new ones. Find them. Dare to serve
others and fﬁture generations will never forget the example you
set. _

This is your day. Congratulations. Thank you. Good luck.

May God bless you and the United States of America.



