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Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

4/22/91.
DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24

SUBJECT: EAST ROOM
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT 0 M MCCLURE o of
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT o ¢ PORTER o
DARMAN O gf ROGICH o &
BRADY O p/ SMITH o ¢
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD . V ROGERS . «
DEMAREST O V .4
FITZWATER o & BATEMAN M
ERAY . V TREFRY = M
HOLIDAY 0 / O O

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON glﬁ‘b

April 19, 1991

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: ' TONY sNOW(5
FROM: . CURT SMITH (S
- SUBJECT: MEDAL OF HONOR

On Wednesday, April 24th at 3 p.m. in the East Room, you

will deliver brief remarks (approximately six minutes,

family members of Corporal Freddie Stowers. The award
his act of exceptional heroism on September 28, 1918.
remarks describe the action seen that day in World War
touch on the legacy those acts provide.

Acknowledged are Corporal Stowers sisters Georgina Palmer
and Mary Bowens, as well as Secretary Cheney, General Powell, and

General Vuono.

! on cards)
upon which you will posthumously award the Medal of Honor to the

recognizes

Your.

One, and
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(Smlth/Grossman)
April 19, 1991
Draft Five
4:30 p.m..
STOWERS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
’ EAST ROOM ‘ :
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 1991

’éeorgina Palmer and Mary Bowens -- sisters of today's
honoree. Seeretary Cheney, General Powell, General Vuono, ladies
and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -- and to ceremonies
honoringha truerhero. / A man who makes us proud of our heritage
as Americans. A man who -- in life, and death —— helped keep
Anerica free. // |

I'speah of Corporal Freddie Stowers, to whom, posthunously,
we present our highest military award for valor, the Medal of

Honor. It is an award for bravery and conscience -- that

compendlum we call character. It reminds us that America is
great because America is good. //

‘ Today, éorporal Freddie stowers beoomes the first black
soldler honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He
sought, and helped achleve the triumph of right over wrong. He

showed -- as this Year has proved agaln —-- that an 1nsp1red human

‘heart can surmount bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three yYears ago, Corporal Stowers first was

_ recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted

"upon, In 1987 then Congressman Joe Dloguardl and ny fr1end -—

the late Mlckey Leland - dlscovered the Stowers case wh11e

conductlng other research. The Army took up the case -- and last



o

2.
November the Secretarles of the Army and Defense recommended that
Corporal Stowers receive the Medal of _Honor. I heard his story, .
and agreed enthu51ast1cally // - ‘

It has been said that "the ultimate measure of a man is not -
where he standspin moments of comfort and convenience, but where
he stands at-times of:challenge." On September 28, 1918,
Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of such a
challenge'-- and summoned his mettle and courage. // ‘

'Corporal Stowers and the men of Companylc 371st infantry
Reglment began their attack on Hill 188 in the Champagne-Meuse

sector of France. Only a few minutes after the flghtlng‘began,

the enemy stopped firing. / Enemy troops climbed onto the

parapets of the trenches, held up’their arms, and seemed to
surrender. ' The relleved Amerlcan forces held thelr fire and
stepped into the open. // 4

‘As our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into‘
their trenches and sprayed our men with a vicious stream of
machine gun and mortar fire. Tne assault annihiiated well over
50 per cent of Company C. // - | |

In the midst'of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying their foes.
Although he was mortally wounded during the attack, Freddle
Stowers contlnued to press forward, urglng h1s men on until he
died. 7 '

- on that September day, Corporal Stowers was’ alone, far from

famlly and home. He had to be scared as friends died at his" _



-side.i But he’ vanqulshed his fear and fought -- not for glory,
'but for a cause larger than hlmself -- the cause of llberty.
Today, as we pay tribute to thls great soldler, our thoughts
- contlnue to be with the men and women of all our wars, who .
valiantly carried the banner of freedom-into battle. // They;

. too, know America would not be the land of the free if 1t were

not also the home of the brave. //

The soldiers, sallors,‘alrmen, Marlnes, and Coast Guardsmen
'of Desert Storm -- a group that 1nc1udes Freddie Stowers' great
grand-nephew, Staff Sgt Douglas Warren of the 101st Alrborne,,'-
who still is in Saudi Arabia =- all these valliant Americans are
;heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C.
No nation could belmore proud of its sons and daughters thah we
are of them. // o . ,

Today, we celebrate their achievehents. But we also heed
these.words, echoing over the centuries: "bnly the dead have
seen the end of war."'/ |

-We owe it to Freddielstowers and those who revere his legacy
to defend the principles for which he dled -= and for wh1ch
Amerlca stands. //

In that spirit I am honored to welcome tuo of his 51sters -
- Georglna Palmer of Rlchmond Callfornla and Mary'Bowens of
Greenv1lle, South Carollna. / They w111 accept the award on
behalf of thelr lat ' brother -- the text of which we now will

read.A



" THE WHITE HOUSE S %y
~ WASHINGTON

April 19, 1991

- MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : TONY SNOWT:! 5
FROM: '~ CURT SMITH (S
SUBJECT: MEDAL OF HONOR

On -Wednesday, April 24th at 3 p.m. in the East Room, you -
will deliver brief remarks (approximately six minutes, on cards)-
upon which you will posthumously award the Medal of Honor to the::
family members of Corporal Freddie Stowers. The award recognizes
his act of exceptional heroism on September. 28, 1918. Your
remarks describe the action seen that day in World War One, and
touch on the legacy those acts provide.

Acknowledged are Corporal Stowers sisters Géorgina Palmer

and Mary Bowens, as well as Secretary Cheney, General Powell, and
General Vuono. '
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EAST ROOM -

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 1991

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDALQp)F HONOR

Georgina Palmer and Mary Bowens -- - sisters of today's

_honoree. Secretary Cheney, General Powell General Vuono, ladies

i and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -~ and to ceremonles

' ‘America free. 7/ T - o . : .o

: honorlng a true hero. / - A man who makes us proud of our herltage

as Americans. A man who ---in llfe, and death - helped keep

I speak of Corporal Freddle Stowers, to whom, posthumously,
we present our hlghest mllltary award for valor, the- Medal of

Honor., It is an award for bravery and conscience -- that

compendlum we call character. A W-nm

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black

-soldier honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He
.sought and helped achieve, the triumph of right over:wrong. He

showed -- as th1s year has proved agaln - that -an inspired human

heart can surmount bayonets and barbed wire.. //

Seventy—three years .ago, Corporal Stowers flrst was"~7

.recommended for a Medal of Honor == but hls award was not>acted
- upon,. In 1987, then—Congressman Joe Dloguardl and my friend --
the late Mickey Leland -- discovered the'Stowers“case while

i- conducting other research. . The Army todk'up'the case == and last

1th/Grossman)
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LNoyember>the~Secretaries of the Army and Defense recommended that_h”
' _Corporal Stowers recelve the Medal of Honor. I heard'his story,‘

’ and agreed enthu51ast1ca11y // |
It has been sa1d that "the ultlmate measure’ of a man is not o

where he stands in moments of comfort and convenlence, but where

he stands at times of challenge." On September 28, 1918,

Corporal Freddle Stowers stood poised on the edge of such a .

challenge - and summoned hls mettle and courage. //

: Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry

fReglment began thelr attack on Hlll 188 'in the Champagne-Meuse a

sector of France. Only a few minutes after the f1ght1ng began,

.the enemy stopped flrlng. / Enemy troops cllmbed onto the )
,parapets of theptrenches, held up their arms, and seemed to-
' surrender. The~relieved‘American forces held their fire and

'*’.stepped into the,open- //

As our troops moved forward the enemy Jumped back 1nto

- thelr trenches and sprayed our men ‘with a v101ous stream of

machlne gun and mortar flre. The assault annlhllated well over
50 per cent.of Company C. // ‘ :

In the midst of:this b100dy chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led hls men forward destroylng thelr foes.

Although he was mortally wounded during the attack, Freddle

- Stowers contlnued to press forward ‘urging his men on untll he

-dled //

on that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, far fromf'

family and home. He had to be scared as frlends d1ed at hlsv )



.3 .

side. But he vanqulshed hlS fear and fought == not for glory,

- but for a cause larger than h1mse1f --_ the cause of llberty.

-Today, as we pay trlbute to thls great soldler, our thoughts
contlnue to be w1th the men and women- of all our wars, who

vallantly carrled the banner of: freedom into battle. // They,

Ttoo,.know Amerlca would not be-the land of the free if 1t,were

:not also the home of the brave. //

The soldlers, sallors, alrmen, Marlnes, and COast Guardsmen
of Desert Storm -- a group that includes Freddie Stowers' great

grand-nephew, Staff Sgt. Douglas Warren of the 1015t Alrborne,

. who st111 is in Saudl Arabla —- all these valllant Amerlcans arer

heirs to the legacy of Corgoral Stowers and the men of Comgany .

No natlon could be more proud of_;ts sons and daughters than‘we~'
are of them, //
Today, we:celebrate their achievements, But we'also"heed

these words,‘echoing,over the centuries: "Only the dead have .

.seen the end of'war." /

We owe it to Freddle Stowers and those who revere hls legacy
to defend the principles for whlch he dled -- and for whlch
Amerlca stands. //

ln“that spirit, I'am honored to welcome two_of his sisters -

- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of

, Greenville, South cCarclina. / They will accept the award on

| behalf of the1r 1ate brother -~ the text of which we now will

read'



MEDAE. OF HONOR \ EAST ROOM*
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 1991 \ 3:00 P.M.

Y o &7
SECRETARY CHENEY, GENERAL POWERS, GENERAL Vuono. ~5%F

DIsTINGUISHED- MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. FORMER MEDAL OF
HoNOorR RECIPIENTS -- I SALUTE YOU, EVERY ONE. AL1soN
LELAND. GEORGINA PALMER AND MARY BOWENS -- SISTERS OF
TODAY’'S HONOREE. , LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. WELCOME TO THE
WHITE HOUSE -- AND TO CEREMONIES HONORING A TRUE HERO.
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A MAN WHO MAKES US PROUD OF OUR HERITAGE AS AMERICANS.
A MAN WHO -- IN LIFE, AND DEATH -- HELPED KEEP AMERICA
FREE. //

I speak oF COorRPORAL FREDDIE STOWERS, TO WHOM,
POSTHUMOUSLY, WE PRESENT OUR HIGHEST MILITARY AWARD FOR
VALOR, THE MEDAL oF Honor. IT 1s AN AWARD FOR BRAVERY
AND CONSCIENCE -- THAT COMPENDIUM WE CALL CHARACTER. //
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.ff-Tbqun CORPORAL»FREDDIE STowsns:asconss:THzLFrnsr*_'°'

.BLACKiSOLDIEE?HONORED WITH A MEDAL oF Houon FROM: WORLD:
_WAR I.: HE?SOUGHT‘ AND HELPED ACHIEVE, THE TRIUMPH or
_:RIGHT’OVER WRONG.. He SHOWED -- AS THIS YEAR HAS PROVED

AGAIM - THAT AN: INSPIRED HUMAN HEART CAN SURMOUNT

" BAYONETS AND BARBED WIRE. //

SEVENTY-THREE YEARS AGO, CORPORAL STOWERS FIRST WAS

: RECOMMENDED FOR A MEDAL OoF HONOR -- BUT HIS AWARD WAS
NOT’ACTED UPON.

-
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IN 1987 THEN- CONGRESSMAN JOE DIoGUARDI AND. MY FRIEND

== THE LATE MIckey LeLanp -- DISCOVERED‘THE STOWERS

CASE WHILE CONDUCTING OTHER RESEARCH. THE,ARMY:TooK.UP

THE CASE -- AND LAST NOVEMBER THE SECRETARIES OF THE

ArRMY AND DEFENSE RECOMMENDED THAT CORPORAL STOWERS.
RECEIVE THE MepAL oF HonorR. I HEARD HIS STORY, AND
AGREED ENTHUSIASTICALLY.// | |

;g:&.. PR R T
‘ .
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ONLY A FEW MINUT

| PARAPETS OF THE TRENCHES, HELD U

.~ THEIR FI

-5~

IT‘HAS!BEE - " ’ E ME |
N: SAID THAT TI-IE ULTIMATE‘ MEASURE oF x

| MrIS NOT"NHEREZHE“STANDS-IN MOMENTS OF'COMFORT"AND‘

CONVENIENCE} BUT‘WHERE»HE STANDS AT TIMES OF

| CHALLENGE."w On SEPTEMBER 28, 1918, CORPORAL FREDDIE

STow
ERS:STOOD POISED ON THE EDGE OF SUCH A CHALLENGE

== AND SUMMONED HIS METTLE AND 'COURAGE. //

-C
ORPORAL STOWERS AND THE MEN OF COMPANY C, 37157'

-INF
ANTRY REGIMENT, BEGAN THEIR ATTACK ON HiLL 188 IN
THE CHAMPAGNE-MEUSE SECTOR OF FRANCE

-6 -
ES AFTER THE FIGHTING BEGAN, THE ENEMY
/ ENEMY TROOPS CLIMBED ONTO THE
P THEIR ARMS, AND

STOPPED FIRING.

SEEMED TO SURRENDER THE RELIEVED AMERICAN FORCES HELD

RE AND STEPPED INTO THE OPEN. //

AS OUR "TROOPS MOVED FORNARD, THE ENEMY JUMPED BACK

INTO THEIR TRENCHES AND
. STREAM OF MACHINE GUN AND MORTAR FIRE.

SPRAYED OUR MEN WITH A VICIOUS
THE'AssAULT

ANNIHILATED wELL over 50 PER CENT OF Company C. //

IR

g~ oy



S L :
s gffINiTHE'MIDST‘OF THIS BLOODY CHAOS, CORPORAL.SToweas;»
TOOK’CHARGEEANDrBRAVELY LED HIS MEN FORWARD} DESTROYING~E

THE.ATTACK, FREDDIE STowERs CONTINUED TO PRESS FORWARD,
. URGING HIS MEN ON UNTIL HE DIED.// |

"~ ON THAT SEPTEMBER DAY, CORPORAL STOWERS WAS ALONE,
FAR FROM FAMILY AND HOME. HE HAD TO BE SCARED As
FRIENDS DIED AT HIS SIDE. |

- 8 - |
BUT HE VANQUISHED HIS FEAR AND FOUGHT -- NOT FOR GLORY;»
BUT FOR A CAUSE LARGER THAN HIMSELF -- “THE CAUSE OF
LIBERTY.

TODAY AS WE PAY TRIBUTE TO THIS GREAT SOLDIER, OUR
THOUGHTS CONTINUE TO BE WITH THE MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL
OUR WARS, WHO VALIAﬂTLY'CARRIED THE BANNEREOF‘FREEDOM
INTO BATTLE. // THEY, T00, KNOW AMERTCA WOULD NOT BE.

THE LAND OF THE FREE IF IT WERE NOT ALSO THE HOME OF
THE BRAVE //

T o . SHAL B s
2 i ..
. v P *
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. THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN, MARINES, AND CoAST
GUARDSMEN OF DESERT STORM -- A GROUP THAT INCLUDES

FREoo;5—S?ewERS—~GREA¥>GRANB-NEPHENT STAFF SGT. Doscmas:

WARREN o

T -

=t T LT DTN

ARABIA -- ALL THESE VALLIANT AMERICANS ARE HEIRS TO THE
LEGACY OF CORPORAL STOWERS AND THE MEN OF Company C.

NOo NATION COULD BE MORE PROUD OF ITS SONS AND DAUGHTERS
THAN WE ARE OF THEM. //

IV _ 10 -

TODAY, WE CELEBRATE THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS. BUT WE
ALSO HEED THESE WORDS, ECHOING OVER THE CENTURIES:
"ONLY THE DEAD HAVE SEEN THE END OF WAR." /

WE OWE IT TO FREDDIE STOWERS AND THOSE WHO REVERE
HIS LEGACY TO DEFEND THE PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH HE DIED
-- AND FOR WHICH AMERICA STANDS. //

IN THAT SPIRIT, I AM HONORED TO WELCOME TWO OF HIS
SISTERS -- GEORGINA PALMER OF RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA, AND

MARY BOWENS OF GeeryvrLLE, SouTH CAROLINA. /
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THEY wn.l. ACCEPT THE AWARD on BEHALF OF THEIR LATE

BROTHER: - THE Tsxr OF wurcn WE NOW WILL READ:
‘ [ #

J

5,

3

.
E

[ .

[

i

‘3‘.

.

g

i



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 19, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : TONY SNow1fb
FROM: CURT SMITH (S
SUBJECT: MEDAL OF HONOR

On Wednesday, April 24th at 3 p.m. in the East Room, you
will deliver brief remarks (approximately six minutes, on cards)
upon which you will posthumously award the Medal of Honor to the
family members of Corporal Freddie Stowers. The award recognizes
his act of exceptional heroism on September 28, 1918. Your
remarks describe the action seen that day in World War One, and
touch on the legacy those acts provide.

Acknowledged are Corporal Stowers sisters Georgina Palmer

and Mary Bowens, as well as Secretary Cheney, General Powell, and
General Vuono.



oy

(Smith/Grossman)
April 19, 1991
Draft Five

4:30 p.nm.
STOWERS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
EAST ROOM
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 1991

Georgina Palmer and Mary Bowens -- sisters of today's
honoree. Secretary Cheney, General Powell, General Vuono, ladies
and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -~ and to ceremonies
honoring a true hero. / A man who makes us proud of our heritage
as Americans. A man who =-- in iife, and death -- helped keep
America free. //

I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, to whom, posthumously,
we present our highest military award for valor, the Medal of
Honor. It is an award for bravery and conscience -- that
compendium we call character. It reminds us that America is
dgreat because America is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
soldier honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He
sought, and helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He
showed -- as this year has proved again -- that an inspired human
heart can surmount bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers first was
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. In 1987, thep-Congressman Joe Dioguardi and my friend --
the late Mickey Leland -- discovered the Stowers case while

conducting other research. The Army took up the case -- and last



2
November the Secretaries of the Army and Defense recommended that
Corporal Stowers receive the Medal of Honor. I heard his story,
and agreed enthusiastically.//

It has been said that "the ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where
he stands at times of challenge." On September 28, 1918,
Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of such a
challenge =-- and summoned his mettle and courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment, began their attack on Hill 188 in the Champagne-Meuse
sector of France. Only a few minutes after the fighting began,
the enemy stopped firing. / Enemy troops climbed onto the
parapets of the trenches, held up their arms, and seemed to
surrender. The relieved American forces held their fire and
stepped into the open. //

As our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into
their trenches and sprayed our men with a vicious stream of
machine gun and mortar fire. The assault annihilated well over
50 per cent of Company C. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying their foes.
Although he Qas mortally wounded during the attack, Freddie
Stowers continued to press forward, urging his men on until he
died.//

On that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, far from

family and home. He had to be scared as friends died at his



3
side. But he vanquished his fear and fought -- not for glory,
but for a cause larger than himself -- the cause of liberty. A

Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of all our wars, who
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,
too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were
not also the home of the brave. //

The soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen
of Desert Storm -- a group that includes Freddie Stowers' great
grand-nephew, Staff Sgt. Douglas Warren of the 101st Airborne,
who still is in Saudi Arabia -- all these valliant Americans are
heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C.
No nation could be more proud of its sons and daughters than we
are of them. //

Today, we celebrate their achievements. But we also heed
these words, echoing over the centuries: "Only the dead have
seen the end of war." /

We owe it to Freddie Stowers and those who revere his legacy
to defend the principles for which he died -- and for which
America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on

behalf of their late brother -- the text of which we now will

read:



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER (%7
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Medal of Honor
A moving and fitting set of remarks. We have reviewed the
attached draft and have no suggested changes from a policy

standpoint. We approve of the draft remarks in their current
form.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

suUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE O
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER 0 O
SCOWCROFT ( O PORTER* g O
DARMAN ( O ROGICH M O
BRADY O / SMITH / O
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD - / ROGERS .
DEMAREST / O el O
FITZZWATER O { BATEMAN 3” O
GRAY [/ O TREFRY / 0O
HOLIDAY [/ O O |

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991

Georgiana Palmer, Mary Bowéns, staffer Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major Byrne, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who == in life, and
death -- helped keep America free. //

I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present.with our highest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. it
is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call
character. It reminds us that America is great because America
is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as
this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. // =

Seventy-thfee years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the delay. / They

introduced a resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism =-- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,



2
finally, we located Corporal Stowers' family, we moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience[

but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
| 1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up théir weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. // |

In the midét of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men forward,:aestréying the foe.
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

on that September day, Corporal Stowers Qas alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



3
‘which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not  for glory but a cause larger than himself. //
Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who

valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,

too, know America would not be'the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Sto&ers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these
words, eqhoing over the centuries: "Only the dead have seen the
end of war." / We owe it to Freddie Stowers and to.those wﬁo
revere his legacy to defend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, california, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina../ They will accept the award on
behalf of their late brother -- the texfzof which Mayor Bryne

will now read:



April 19, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM:

JENNIFER GROSSMAN

SUBJECT: MEDAL OF HONOR FACT-CHECK

1)

2)

3)

2)

2)

3)

page one, graph one, acknowledgments: it's "Georgina" rather
than "Georgiana." 1It's "Staff Sergeant Douglas Warren"
rather than "Staffer Sergeant Bush Warren" (?); he, however,
is in Saudi and might not make it back for the ceremony.
Major Byrne should not be acknowledged here. Secretary
Cheney might come, waiting for confirmation. Colin Powell
and Army Chief of Staff Carl Vuono, however, will attend and
should be acknowledged.

page one, graph two, first sentence: as I have said before,
this is the highest "military"™ not "civilian" honor.

page one, graph four -- oh boy: first, it's "Congressman
Dioguardi" not "Disguarde." Secondly, the description of
how the recommendation for the medal came to be is
incorrect. I would cut "moved to redress.." to "Army and
Defense" and replace it with something that reflects that
Dioguardi and Leland "..discovered the Stowers case while
conducting other research. The Army then took on the case
and in November of last year the Secretaries of Army and
Defense recommended to me that the Medal of Honor be awarded
posthumously to Corporal Stowers. I could not but agree."

page two, graph two, first sentence: it's my personal
feeling that quoting Martin Luther King is a bit patronizing
in this context.

page two, graph three, second sentence (description of
action): "holding up their arms" rather than "holding up
their weapons."

page two, graph five, first sentence: do we really want to
say that the Corporal was "afraid." ©Not only do we lack
documentation for such a statement, what's so "Honor-able"
about fear?
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W}’I}‘E HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__ 4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

suBJect: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER 0 O
SCOWCROFT { 0O PORTER [/ 0O
DARMAN e ROGICH v’ ©
BRADY O / SMITH / O
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD . / ROGERS -
DEMAREST / O AR O
FITZWATER 0 { BATEMAN 3” O
GRAY [/ - TREFRY / -
HOLIDAY [/ O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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STOWERS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991
Georgiaha Palmer, Mary Bowens, Staffer Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major Byrne, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and fb ceremonies honoring a true hero and bioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who -- in life, and
death -- helped keep America free. //
I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present with our highest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. It

is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call -

character. It reminds us that Americé is great because America

is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
‘helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as

this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount

-

bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and ﬁy friend -- the
late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the delay. / They
introducgd a resolution to honor the Corporal's ﬁeroism ~- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,
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finally, we located Corporal Stowers' family, we moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Fréddie Stowers stood poised on the edge.of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began théir attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers.took
charge and bravely led his men forward,zaestréying the foe.
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

on that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



3
which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //
Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts.
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into béttle. // They,

too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the homeiof the brave. //

TheseAsoldiefs, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these
words, echoing‘ovef the centuries: "Only the dead have seen the
end of war." / We 6we it to Freddie Stowers and to.those who
revere his legacy to-defend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, Célifornia, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They willyaccept the award on
behalf of their late brother -- the texflof which Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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° WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o MCCLURE O
SUNUNU o 0 PETERSMEYER o =
SCOWCROFT / 0 PORTER [/ O
DARMAN ( O ROGICH v O
BRADY - / SMITH v =
BROMLEY O g UNTERMEYER = O
CARD O / e O
DEMAREST / O SNOW O ﬂ
FITZWATER O { M 0
GRAY / - TREPRY | / -
HOLIDAY [/ O I O =

e

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm, 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

. PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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STOWERS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991 I
¢

Georgiana Palumer, Mary Bowsens, Stafﬂéﬁy;:;;eant Bush Warren,'/
iﬁiigggﬁgff:;bladiea and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who == in life, and
death ~- helped keep America free. //

I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present with our highaest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. It
ig an award for bravery and conscience == that compendium we call
chargcter. It reminds us that America is great because America
is goed. //

Today, corpéral Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
‘helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed =-- as

this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonats and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor == but his award was not acted
upon. BSo in 1887, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland —-- moved to redress the delay. / They
inﬁroduced a resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense.! Whén,
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finally, we located Corporal Stowers' tamily:lwe moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a gtory his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
put where he stands at times of challenge.” On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
guch challenge -~ and displayed to all his mettle and his

_courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry

 Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the cpen. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
#ire. The assault annihilated wall over 50 per cent of Company
c. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos, corpofal Stowars took
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying the foe.
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

on that September day, Corporal Stowers was along, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --
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which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //

Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of besert Storm who
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,
too, know America would net he the land of the free if it were
not also the home of the brave. /!

rThese soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation dould be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we calebrate their glory. But we 2180 heed these
words, echoing eover the centuries: "Only the dead have seen the
‘end of war.® / We owe it to Freddie Stowers and to those who

revere his legacy to daefend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

Tn that spirit, I am honored to welcome twe of his sisters =
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South carolina. / They wilb:accaét the award on

pehalf of their late brother -- the text of which Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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DocumentNo.___ 23077588

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__4,/18/91 ACTIGN/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

FIT, ém*’“”“’ o )
HO!. i%@w %Wﬁ

ACTION FYIi ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O { MCCLURE V |
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER [}
SCOWCROFT { [ PORTER {
DARMAN / 0 ROGICH >
BRADY 0 / SMITH /
BROMLEY O = UNTERMEYER o
CARD O / ROGERS O
DEMAREST 4 0
W
:. o o

REMARKS: W ' o
Please 122, %2930,
no lat - : 2 this offz_ce.
Thank _ @

I
I
© RESPONSE: |
o6 4
LB L
y ) :  PHILLIP D. BRADY
: Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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STOWERS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR '
ROSE GARDEN
_Zix,f\l;«m TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991
D
Georgiana Palmer, Mary Bowens, (taf fes- Sergeant mren)

[éh;o;rsyrpé;]ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero.and—pionecr. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who == in life, and
death —- helped keep America free. // .

I speak of Corporal Freddle Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present with our highest e¥#$$$35'award the Medal of Honor. It
is an award for bravery and conscience == that compendium we call

ar. er. Tt reminds us that America is great becéuse America
is good. //

Today, Corperal Freddie Stowers becoies the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. . He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of Eight—gszgiwrong. He showed —- as
this year has proved again —- how the hugan heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. // o

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -~- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -~ the

-late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the dela¥)_£,=@ho¥__

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,
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finally, we located Corporal Stowers' family, we moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once sajid that “the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and canvenience;
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28;
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men oﬁLﬁgm an{rSLMaZEZZkﬁ?fantrY
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 jﬁ&France.quﬁ,%fte: only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy c¢eased firing. / Enemy
troops bsgan climhfkg onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the -
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, fhe enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men foi:ii%i:aQStr?gipg the foe.
Aézzgggggsgf%ng—%he_attack he was-gravely wounded by machine gun
fire,‘he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. // -

on that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and s far from his home. But he overcame his fear =--
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which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //
Today, as we pay tribute to this greagfiziiigz, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of gﬁﬁert~$torm who
_valiantly carried the banner of freedom into baptle. // They,
too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //
.

7

these soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmeq are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation eeuld be more proud of its sons and
. daughters.,

s /" | i P,

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these-
words, echoeing over the centuri?s: "only the dead have seen the
end of war." / We owe it tngreddia Stowers and to those who

revere his legacy to defend the principles for which he died —-

and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honered te welcome two of his sisters
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on
behalf of their late brother == the text of wﬁich MayofRrehe—

will now read:
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P .:BAL OF HONOR PRESENTATION
| (POSTHUMOUSLY) TO CPL FREDDIE
STOWERS, 24 APRIL 1991

 GEORGIANA PALMER, MARY BOWENS, STAFF SERGEANT Seom-.
WARREN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WELCOME TO THE WHITE
HOUSE - AND TO CEREMONIES HONORING A TRUE AMERICAN
HERO — A MAN WHO GAVE THE LAST FULL MEASURE OF HIS
BEING FOR AMERICA.

- THiS VALIANT AMERICAN WAS CORPORAL FREDDIE
STOWERS, AND IT IS MY DEEP HONOR TO PRESENT TO HIS
FAMILY OUR NATION'S HIGHEST MILITARY AWARD, THE
MEDAL CF HONOR. THIS MEDAL IS AWARDED FOR VALOR
ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY —AND IT SYMBOLIZES
THOSE QUALITIES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE AMERICAN
SOLDIER: COURAGEOUS IN WAR, COMPASSIONATE IN PEACE,
AND COMMITTED TO THE DEFENSE OF THE NATION.

TODAY, WE PAY TRIBUTE TO ONE SUCH SOLDIER — CORPORAL .
FREDDIE STOWERS — FOR HIS HEROISM IN A MIGHTY CONFLICT
MORE THAN SEVEN DECADES AGC. HE SHOWED - AS THIS
YEAR HAS PROVED AGAIN — HOW THE HUMAN HEART CAN

- SURMOUNT BAYONETS AND BARBED WIRE.

SEVENTY-THREE YEARS AGO, CORPORAL STOWERS WAS
FIRST RECOMMENDED FOR A MEDAL OF HONOR —BUT IN THE
- CONFUSION OF WAR, HIS AWARD WAS NOT ACTED UPON.

GFR 13 ’91 1B:238 2RRs9TBs3S F‘P&GE.;_B&%_:E “
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S@ N 19&? GONGRESSMEN DISGUARDE AND MY FRIEND ~ w%
LATEMICKEY LEEAND —MOVED TO REDRESS THE DELAY. &\‘:'

B WAND WERE SUPPORTED BY THE SECRETARIES OF-

B ARMY AND DEFENSE. WHEN, FINALLY, WE.LOCATED
CORPORAL STOWERS' FAMILY, WE MOVED TOHONORTHIS.

. AMERICAN HERO. '

MARTIN LUTHER KING ONGE: ‘SAID.THAT "THE. ULTIMATE:
MEASUREOF'A MAN IS NOT WHERE HESSTANDS INMOMENTS -
OF COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE:-BUT WHEREHE:STANDS AT
TIMES OF CHALLENGE;" ON SEPTEMBER'28, 1918, CORFPORAL.

~ FREDDIE'STOWERS STOOD POISED ON THE EDGE OF ONE SUCH
CHALLENGE ~—AND DISPLAYED TO ALL HIS METTLEAND HIS:
COURAGE.

CORPORAL STOWERS AND THE MEN OF COMPANY C, 371ST
INFANTRY REGIMENT BEGAN THEIR ATTACK ON HILL 188 IN
THE CHAMPAGNE-MEUSE SECTOR OF FRANCE.: AFTER ONLY A-
FEW MINUTES OF FIGHTING THE ENEMY GEASED FIRING:
ENEMY TROOPS CLIMBED ONTO THE PARAPETS OF THE
- TRENCHES, HOLDING UP THEIR WEAPONS, SEEMINGLY
SURRENDERING. THIS CAUSED.THE AMERICAN FORCES TO.
CEASE FIRE AND GOME OUT INTO THE OPEN. AS OUR TROOPS.
MOVED FORWARD, THE ENEMY JUMPED BACK INTO THEIR
TRENCHES AND BEGAN A VICIOUS ROUND.OF MACHINE GUN

.. AND MORTAR FIRE. THE ASSAULT ANNIHILATED WELL OVER
" 50 PERCENT OF COMPANY C,

WA . S
ST T
I

5
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IN'THE MIDST OF A BLOODY CHAOS, CORPORAL STOWERS
TOOK COMMAND AND BRAVELY LEAD HIS$ MEN FORWARD,
OVERRUNNING THE ENEMY POINTS AND DESTROYING THE FOE.
ALTHOUGH HE WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED BY MACHINE GUN
FIRE DURING THE ATTACK, HE CONTINUED TO PRESS
FORWARD, URGING ON HIS MEN UNTIL HE DIED.

R A -

: ON THAT SEPTEMBER DAY, CORPORAL STOWERS WAS FAR
1 FROM HOME. BUT, ALTHOUGH HE WAS AFRAID —AS ALL

9 SOLDIERS ARE — HE OVERCAME HIS FEAR —AND PRESSED

. 4 FORWARD BEYOND THE LIMITS OF HUMAN ENDEAVOR — NOT-
FOR GLORY BUT A CAUSE LARGER THAN HIMSELF.

TODAY, AS WE PAY TRIBUTE TO THIS GREAT AND HUMBLE-
SOLDIER, CUR THOUGHTS CONTINUE TO BE WITH THE MEN AND"
WOMEN WHO VALIANTLY CARRIED THE BANNER OF FREEDOM
INTO BATTLE IN DESERT STORM AND WHO MAN THE

RAMPARTS OF FREEDOM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THEY,
TOO, KNOW AMERICA WOULD NOT BE THE LAND OF THE FREE -
IF IT WERE NOT ALSO THE HOME OF THE BRAVE.

THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN, MARINES, COAST |
, GUARDSMEN OF TODAY ARE HEIRS TO THE LEGACYOF
% CORPORAL STOWERS AND THE MEN OF COMPANY G, NO

NATION SHOULD BE MORE PROUD OF ITS SONS AND
_ DAUGHTERS,

19 91 13:49
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE THEIR GLORY. BUTWE'ALSO HEED.THE: -
WORDS OF PLATO— ECHOING OVER THE CENTURIES: “ONLY -
THE DEAD HAVE SEEN THE END OF WAR." WE OWEIT TO
GORPORAL FREDDIE STOWERS AND TO THOSE WHO REVERE
HIS COURAGE AND SACRIFICE TO.SUSTAIN AND BUILD THE
ARMED FORCES OF THIS NATION TO'DEFEND THE PRINCIPLES

FOR WHICH OUR NATION STANDS..

IN THAT SPIRIT, | AM HONCRED TO WELCOME TWO.OF HIS .
SISTERS — GEORGINA PALMER OF-RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA,
AND MARY BOWENS OF GREENVILLE; SOUTH CAROLINA. THEY ;
WiLL ACCEPT THE AWARD ON BEHALF OF THEIR LATE.
BROTHER. READ THECITATION.

Rk
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM A%
JIAPRI9 P2: 58
DATE:__4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT “ / MCCLURE O
SUNUNU 0 O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCRO g O PORTER { o
DARMAN ( 0 ROGICH v O
BRADY O / SMITH / O
BROMLEY O 0 UNTERMEYER O O
CARD D / ROGERS D
DEMAREST / 0 SHOW 0
FITZWATER 0O { BATEMAN V 0
GRAY [/ 0O TREFRY / O
HOLIDAY c/ O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE: April 19, 1991
The National Security Council staff has reviewed and recommends the
changes in the attached remarks.

/ZF; wé/_”\/ cc: PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
Bren¥ Scoweroft and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991
Georgiana Palmer, Mary Bowens, Staffé('Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major Byrne, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
Can melke
whngadé}us proud to be Americans. A man who -- in life, and
death -- helped keep America free. //
I speak of Corporal Fre?die Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
ML T@r
present with our highest[?iv&kﬂﬁéaward, the Medal of Honor. It

is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call

character. It reminds us that America is great because America

is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as
this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the delay. / They
introduced a resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,



2
finally, we located Corporal Stowers' family, we moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company

c. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
—+er adversar!®s
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying[%he—ffé}
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

Oon that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



]
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which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //

Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts.
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,
too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these
words, echoing over the centuries: "only the dead have seen the
end of war." / We owe it to Freddie Stowers and to.those who
revere his legacy to defend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am.honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on
behalf of their late brother -- the text-of which Mayor Bryne

will now read:



DocumentNo. 230 775SS

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__ 4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT - / MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU o O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT ( O PORTER [/ O
DARMAN ( O LEME oy 0
BRADY O / - v =
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD O / ROGERS O
DEMAREST { O il O
FITZZWATER O { BATEMAN 3” O
GRAY [{ 0 TREFRY / O
HOLIDAY [/ 0 O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to/TeﬂrSnw, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this offlce

Thank you. - \
o \ {0

o“)? - 2 ﬂ o f«y\s
o g P W
) - ) <£/

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ROSE GARDEN :
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991

Georgiana Palmer, Mary Bowens, Staffer Sergeant Bush Warren,

Major-Byrne, ladies and fien. Welcome to the White House -

- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who -- in life, and
death -- helped keep America free. //-

I speak of Corporai Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present with our highest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. It

is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call

character. It reminds us that America is great because America
is good. // |

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as

this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount

-

bayonets and barbed wire. //
Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommendéd for a Medél of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland =-- moyed to redress the delay. / They
introduced a resolution to honor the Co;poral's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,



2
finally, we located Corporal Stowers' family, we moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 37lst Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing-onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The aSsault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos,:porpo%al Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroyihg the foe.
Although during the attack heAwas.gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continﬁed to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

on that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --
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which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //
Today, as we pay .tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts.
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,

too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
‘daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we éléo heed these
words, echoing over the centuries:' "only the dead have seen the
end of war." / We owe it to Freddie Stowers and to those who
revere his legacy to defend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. // |

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georglna Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenv111e, South Carolina. / They w1ll_accept the award on
behalf of their late brother -- the text of which Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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DocumentNo. 23077588

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm
suBJEcT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

BRADY

CARD

GRAY

VICE PRESIDENT
SUNUNU
SCOWCROFT

a
v
DARMAN (
O
BROMLEY O
S/
v

DEMAREST
FITZWATER

HOLIDAY -

MCCLURE
PETERSMEYER
PORTER
ROGICH
SMITH

UNTERMEYER
ROGERS

SNOW

BATEMAN

TREFRY

D\{DDD\‘\D\

DDD&;DDDDDD

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

NO COMMENTS. THANKS.

HOLLY WILLIAMSON ‘\A"‘j
4~]19-9]

PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM: STEPHEN G. RADEMAKER:S
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Medal of Honor

Pursuant to Phillip Brady’s request, Counsel’s Office has

reviewed the above-referenced matter and has no legal objection.

We note, however, that the "Major Byrne" mentioned in the first
paragraph and the "Mayor Byrne" mentioned in the last appear to
be the same person, and therefore one of the references is
probably incorrect. Also, in the first paragraph, the text
should refer to "Staff", not "Staffer" Sergeant Bush Warren.

cc: Phillip D. Brady

/-
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91 PR |WHITE, HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

suBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU O O PETERSMEYER O 0O
SCOWCROFT / O PORTER ¥ O
DARMAN ( O ROGICH o o
BRADY O / — O
BROMLEY o o O O
CARD 0 / ROGERS 0
DEMAREST / O SNOW O ﬂ
FITZWATER - { BATEMAN ¥ O
GRAY v o TREFRY / .
HOLIDAY [/ O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

W PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR
ROSE GARDEN .
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1991

Georgiana Palmer, Mary Bowens, Sstaffer Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major Byrne, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome fo the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring-a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us éroud to be Americans. A man who -- in life, and
death -- helped keep America free. //

I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
' present with our highest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. It
is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call
character. It reminds us that America is great because America
is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first blaék
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as
this year has proved again -- how the human héart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- fhe
late Mickey Leland -- moved-to redress the delay. / They
introduced a resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,



2
finally, we located COrpéral Stowers' family, we moved to honor
this Ameriéan trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //-

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. /1

In the midst of this bloody chaos,:porpofal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying the.foe.
Although dﬁring the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press férward, urging on his men until he
died. //

on that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



3
which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //
Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who

valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,

too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these
words, echoing over the centuries: "Only the dead have seen the
end of wa;.“ |/ We owe it to Freddie Stowers and to.those who
revere his legacy to défend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowehs of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on
behalf of their late brother -~ the text-of which Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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Gebrgiana Palmer, Mary Bowens, Staffer. Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major Eyrne, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A maﬁ who -- in life, and
- death -- helped keep America free. //
| I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present with our highest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. It
is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call
character. It reminds us that America is g;ég; because America
is good. //

_ Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
"honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as
this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in‘1987, congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the delay. / They
introduced é resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. When,



2
finally, we located Corporal Stéwers' family, we moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and coﬁvenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On Séptember 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
. our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. /7 |

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
‘charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying the foe.
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

Oon that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



N
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which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //

Today, as we pay tribute to this.great soldier, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,
too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these

- words, echoing over the centuries: "Only the dead have seen the

end of war." / We owe it to Freddie Stowers and to those who
revere his legacy to defend the principlés for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville,lSouth Carolina. / They will accept the award on

behalf of their late brother -- the text of whiéh Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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Georgiana Palmer, Mary Bowens, Stafﬁpf’Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major—Byrne; ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who -- in life, and
death -- helped keep America free. //

I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
present with our highest civilian award, the Medal of Honor. It
is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call
character. It reminds us that America is great because America
is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as
this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the delay. / They
introduced a resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries of Army and Defense. -When,



2
ﬁinal%yTwwe~ioeated—Gorpe;a&—S%ewers**fami%yybﬂL moved to honor
this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This caused the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. //

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men forward, destroying the foe.
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. //

Oon that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --
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which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought

not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //

Today, as we pay tribute to this great soldier, our thoughts
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who |
valiantly carried the banher of freedom into battle. // They,
too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were
not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. l/

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these
words, echoing over the centuries: "Only the dead have seen the
end of war." / We owve it to Freddie Stowers and to those who
revere his legacy to defend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on
behalf of their late brother -- the text of which Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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e e *fer Sergeant Bush Warren,
Major Byrne, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero and pioneer. / A hero
who made us proud to be Americans. A man who -- in l1ife, and
death -- helped keep America free. //
I speak of Corporal Frgddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we

ML
hat compendium we call

present w&th our highest egzégégn award, zze Medal of Honor. It
is an award for bravery and conscience --’t

character. It reminds us that America is great because America
is good. //

Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
helped achieve, the triumph of right over wrong. He showed -- as
tﬁis year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. //

Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor -- but his award was not acted
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen Disguarde and my friend -- the
late Mickey Leland -- moved to redress the delay. / They
introduced a resolution to honor the Corporal's heroism -- and

were supported by the Secretaries o{ifrmy and Defense. When,

e
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_finélly, we located Corporal Stowers' family, we moved to honor

this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Martin Luther King once said that "the ultimate measure of a
man is not where he éténds in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Sﬁowers stood poised on the edge of one ‘
such.chéllenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //

Corporal Stowers and the men of Company C, 371st Infantry
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 in France, and after only
a few minutes 6f fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy
troops began climbing onto the parapets of the trenches, holding
up their weapons, seemingly surrendering. This causéd the
American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As
our troops moved forward, the ehemy jumped back into their .
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mdrtar

fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company

S C. /]

In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took
charge and bravely led his men férward, destroying the foe.
Although during the attack he was gravely wounded by machine gun
fire, he continued to press forward, urging on his men until he
died. // |

Oon that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone, and

afraid, and so far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



3
which, after all; is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. //

Today, as we pay tribute'to this great soldier, our tﬁoughts
continue to be with the men and women of Desert Storm who '
valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,
too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

These soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen are heirs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
of Company C. No Nation could be more proud of its sons and
daughters. //

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed these
words, echoing over the centuries: "oOnly the dead have seen the
end of war." / We owe it to Freddie Stowers and.to those who
revere‘his legacy to defend the principles for which he died --
and for which America stands. !/

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -

- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of

Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on

behalf of their late brother -- the text of which Mayor Bryne

will now read:
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WHITI? BHQP SESSTAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__ 4/18/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FRIDAY 4/19/91 2:00 pm

suBJEcT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF HONOR

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a o MCCLURE 1/ v O
SUNUNU o o PETERSMEYER 0 0
SCOWCROFT / 0 PORTER  ///c ¥~ O
DARMAN Nl ( 0 ROGICH v O
BRADY 0 / smti Nl e B
BROMLEY O O UNTERMEYER O 0
CARD 0 / ROGERS
eAREST ‘/ _ R
FITZWATER 0 { BATEMAN v
ERAY / . TREFRY / -
“" HoupAY plt [/ m O |

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, with a copy to this offlce.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

MASTER

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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s 2.9, \
Y(@ ——Major Byrne? ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House -[}’fﬁﬂ*b
StoLoers
- and to ceremonies honoring a true hero -and-pioneer? / A hero
QLN l"\ue, - . .
., who made us proud to be Americans. A man who == 1n life, and
\ o
?:// death -- helped keep America free. // +O
I speak of Corporal Freddie Stowers, whom, posthumously, we
rihvtany oo Voot
present -with“our h1ghest—c&v&llan5award’ the Medal of Honor. It
ﬁB<;dlz is an award for bravery and conscience -- that compendium we call
oSO
?icﬁjv\r\ character. It reminds us that America is great because America
- is good. //
Today, Corporal Freddie Stowers becomes the first black
honored with a Medal of Honor from World War I. He sought, and
OLNNOCTC L0
helped achieve, the triumph of ;&qht—ever—wrengJ "He showed -- as
(/£§;;& this year has proved again -- how the human heart can surmount
bayonets and barbed wire. //
Seventy-three years ago, Corporal Stowers was first
recommended for a Medal of Honor =-- but his award was not acted
D‘O/l Al g\[‘\
upon. So in 1987, Congressmen—D*sguapde-and my friend -- the
’H3CLL¢W[d e Sowwels tase wﬂ\LL
late Mlckey Leland -- meved- ~to~redress- the delay?wfw~$hey o
' Lonaduchng othal \eseoNe I . the Armd then ook, on ’\g CaSe.
QA P\ g wintroduced-a resolutlon to honor Fhe Corboral's heroism -- and ”
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~“ finally, we located Corporal Stowers' familijge moved to honor

this American trailblazer -- for what a story his is. //

Cfuartin Luther KingﬁbnceAsaid that "the ultimate measure of a

¥~ (" man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
O/(lf’)“

7

T%&éxq Q

but where he stands at times of challenge." On September 28,
1918, Corporal Freddie Stowers stood poised on the edge of one
such challenge -- and displayed to all his mettle and his
courage. //
Corporal Stowers and the men of Compa , 371st Infantry
! Y'"‘( Z 1?\\ L)/\r N\E. ~ f\ (Llf)t S€e (4 “,-"
Regiment began their attack on Hill 188 1n”?rance,-éadq§gter only T

a few minutes of fighting the enemy ceased firing. / Enemy

ed
troops-began«cllmblng onto the parapets of the trenches, holding

l‘ N~
a > “'\J

!%{K“ up their weapons; seemingly surrendering. This caused the

V
, American forces to cease fire and come out into the open. // As

our troops moved forward, the enemy jumped back into their
trenches and began a vicious round of machine gun and mortar
fire. The assault annihilated well over 50 per cent of Company
c. //
In the midst of this bloody chaos, Corporal Stowers took pr

’\\é‘(“ qs L
charge and bravely led his men forward destroylng the—foe.

RNor1 (‘M

Fro q@; Although-dur&ng~€he~ae%eekfhe was q:aue&Y‘wounded by machine gun

ourina Ahe. tragle
fire/\he-continued to press forward, urging on his men until he y}

died. //

7 ¥ /UO
on that September day, Corporal Stowers was alone(fand

QCN afraidb and se’far from his home. But he overcame his fear --



3
which, after all, is the very definition of courage. / He fought
not for glory but a cause larger than himself. // Np
/l“['si‘ L‘smb{,ﬂ.
Today, as we pay tribute to this greaﬁhsoldler, ouﬁ thoughts

_ ol oul We\S £S5
Sfé&£> continue to be with the men and women of-Besert—S%erm who

valiantly carried the banner of freedom into battle. // They,

too, know America would not be the land of the free if it were

not also the home of the brave. //

, T
‘125 —@hesemsoldlers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast

’7'.2\

YVW % Guardsmed are helrs to the legacy of Corporal Stowers and the men
X p
of Company C. No Natlon-eould be more proud of its sons and
ND M |&

daughters. //

’\.'e.t/ !.Y'-"f“:;-: ¥

Today, we celebrate their glory. But we also heed -these~ VoD

revere his legacy to defend the principles for which he died --

words, echoing over the centurief: "Oonly the dead have seen the
PO A
- end of war." / We owe it to/ Freddie Stowers and to those who
S

and for which America stands. //

In that spirit, I am honored to welcome two of his sisters -
- Georgina Palmer of Richmond, California, and Mary Bowens of
Greenville, South Carolina. / They will accept the award on
behalf of their late brother -- the text of which Mayor-Bryne<~

(AL be
\(C will now’read:



