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Document No.

WHITE @@@SE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

(\)\

paTe; 4/18/8% ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: —
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY PRESENTATION
ROOSEVELT ROOM
pp— FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT 0o & MCCLURE o
SUNUNU o O PETERSMEYER O O
SCOWCROFT o ¥ PORTER O /
DARMAN 0 / ROGICH 0O
BRADY 0 p/ SMITH 0
BROMLEY o O UNTERMEYER O O
CARD a / BATEMAN 0 M
DEMAREST 0 p/ TREFRY o ¢
FITZZWATER O ﬂ/ ROGERS o
GRAY a 9/ SNOW eREmsTIrI i
HOLIDAY 0 g/ O O

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.
RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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FORCE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROOSEVELT ROOM
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Players and official family of a team that believes that
"whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant General Hamm. /.
Coach DeBerry. / COIOnel‘Schweitzer. [Colonel Clune [KLOON] --

is in our thoughts andvprayers.] Air Force Secretary Don Rice
and Air Force Chief of Staff Tony McPeak. And let me welcome all
of you to the White House. And to ceremonies about é trophy
which has come to roost among the Falcons. // |

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Acédemy, West
Point, and the NaQal Acadeny. /

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the line
hard.'n Recall last fall: Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first
time in nearly a decade you beat the Black Knights at West Point.
// Air Force 24, Navy 7. Six regular-;eason victories in a very
tough schedule. // [[Come to thiﬁk of it, what's left to
conquer? In the last eight months, the Air Force beat Army and
Navy, and blanked Saddam's Republican Guard.]] //

I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Beene stopped a last-

minute conversion against Texas-El Paso to secure a winning

record and put Air Force in the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm



fd

2
not forgetting what you did to Ohio State --the biggest upset
since the last time I caught a big fish. // What a game! Brian
Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles.against Ohio State. His
father watched from tﬁe sideline -- as Ohio State's head trainer.
I have often said that "Character is not something you have.
Character is something you g;g;“ The Air Force embodies the

essence of America's character. // Let me close with a story that

villustrates character of our men and women in blue. //

I recently got the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Fightér Squadron at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina -- tﬁen
went to the Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his
jet's engine failed. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraéi territory. //

-Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --
as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can
succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. // % .

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the sﬁeel-énd bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He
endured cold and driving rain. He kept his eye on the ball --
and ultimately, was pulled to safety by the rescue squad. / What

an example of the greatness that is the United States Air Force.
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What a metaphor for the cause larger than ourselves -- a cause
that sets, and keeps, men free. //
To all of you -- America salutes your splendid year on and

off the gridiron. God bless you. And may God bless the United

States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 17, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER f%/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Trophy Remarks

We have reviewed the attached Presidential remarks and
have no comments from a policy standpoint.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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Document No. 22943458

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 4/15/91

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT:__PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE [!/ O
SUNUNU 0 O NEWMAN =
SCOWCROFT vV - PonTne"?V 0
DARMAN ( O ROGICH v O
BRADY O 7 ' UNTERMEYER O O
CARD a [/ SMITH r/ a
DEMAREST / 0 BATEMAN [/ O
FITZWATER O / TREFRY [/ O
GRAY / 0 ROGERS O
HOLIDAY 0/ O SNOW O

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this

office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROSE GARDEN _
FRIDAY.,  APRIL 19, 1991

Players, coaches, and official family of a team that
believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the
gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. /. [[Which leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: ;Hit the line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first time in a decade you
beat the Cadets at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still hasn't
forgiven youl]]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. /

You won six regular-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? In the lasf eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did to Ohio State in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset since the last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground -- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --
and made those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles
against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //
Ask Chris Howard. In 1989, he was one of two Academy cadets to
win a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he and other teammates --
Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of footbali, and the larger game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.
Character is something you are."™ The Air Force forms the essence
of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need." Let me close with a more:
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recent story that shows the resolution and dedication of our
troops in gold and blue. //

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom y&u remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott  joined the 33rd Tactical
Unit at Shaw Aif Force Base in South Carolina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --

as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can

succeed."” Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it-
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured freezing cold, and driving rain. He kept
his eye on the ball -- and ultimate;y, was pulled to safety by
his friend. / What an example of the greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause {arger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric ~- to all of fou -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
God bless the United States of America: ’

# # # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON

April 17, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: TONY SNOW '7E5
FROM: : CURT SMITH C5
SUBJECT: COMMANDER IN CHIEF'S TROPHY PRESENTATION

Oon Friday, April 19th, at 1:15 p.m in the Roosevelt Room,
you will deliver brief remarks (approximately four minutes, on
cards) before presenting the Commander in Chief's trophy to the
Air Force Academy Falcons. The trophy embodies football
supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West Point, and the Naval
Academy. Your remarks recognize Coach DeBerry and various
players for their contributions to a successful season. You also
touch upon the story of Academy graduate and Desert Storm hero
Scott Thomas, who was rescued from inside Iraqi territory.

Acknowledged are Lieutenant General Hamm, Coach DeBerry,
Colonel Schweitzer, Colonel Clune, Secretary of Air Force Don
Rice, and Air Force Chief of Staff Tony McPeak.
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FORCE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROOSEVELT ROOM
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Players and official family of a team that believes that
"whatever it takes, just do it." .// Lieutenant General Hamm. /
Coach DeBerry. / Colonel Schweitzer. [Colonel Clune [KLOON] -~

is in our thoughts and prayers.] Air Force Sécretary Don Rice
and Air Force Chief of Staff Tony McPeak. And let me welcome all
of you to the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy
which has comé-to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, tﬁe Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. /

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "“In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the 1line
hard.'" Recall last fall: Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first
time in nearly a decade you beat the Black Knights at West Point.
// Air Force 24, Navy 7. Six regular-season victories in a very
tough schedule. // [[éome to think of it, what;s left to
conquer? 1In thé last eight months, the Air Force beat Army and
Navy, and blanked Saddam's Republican Guard.]] //

I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Beene stopped a last-

minute conversion against Texas-El Paso to secure a winning
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I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Beene stopped a last-

minute conversion against Texas-El Paso to secure a winning

. record and put Air Force in the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm

not forgetting what you did to Ohio State =-~the biggest upset

since the last time I caught a big fish. // What a game! Brian

Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles against Ohio State. His

father watched from the sideiine ;e as Ohio State's head trainer.

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.

' Character is something you are." The Air Force embodies the

essence of America's character. // Let me close with a story that
illustratés character of our men and women in blue. //

I recently got the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. | After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical -
Fighter Squadron at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina ~- then
went to the Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his
jet's engine failed. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --

as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can

succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his_wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

| In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomés relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He

endured cold and driving rain. He kept his-eye on the ball =--
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and ultimately, was pulled to saféfy by the rescue squad. / What
an example of the greatness that is the United States Air Force.
What a metaphof for the cause larger than ourselves -- a cause
that sets, and keeps, men free. //
To;all of you -- America salutes your splendid year on and
off the gridiron. God bless you. And may God bless the United

States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROOSEVELT ROOM
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Players and official family of a team that believes that
"whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant General Hamm. /
Coach DeBerry. / Colonel Schweitzer. [Colonel Clune [KLOON] --

is in our thoughts and prayers.] Air Force Secretary Don Rice
and Air Force Chief of Staff Tony McPeak. And let me welcome all
of you to the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy
which has come to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. /

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the line
hard.'® Recall last fall: Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first
time in nearly a decade yéu beat the Black Knights at West Point.
// Air Force 24, Navy 7. Six regular-season victories in a very
tough schedule. // [[Come to think of it, what's left to
conquer? In the last eight months, the Air Force beat Army and
Navy, and blanked Saddam's Republican Guard.]] //

' I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Beene stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas-El Paso to secure a winning

record and put Air Force in the Liberty Bowl. ]/ And, no, I'm
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not forgetting what you did to Ohio State --the biggest upset
since the last time I caught a big fish. // What a game! Brian
Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles against Ohio State. His
father watched from the sideline -- as Ohio State's head trainer.

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.
Character is something you are." The Air Force embodies the
essence of America's character. // Let me close with a story that
illustrates character of our men and women in blue. //

I recently got the chance to welcome home Scott ﬁSpike“
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Fighter Squadron at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina -- then
went to the Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his
jet's engine failed. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --

as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can

succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He
endured cold and driving rain. He kept his eye on the ball --
and ultimately, was pulled to safety by the rescue squad. /. What

an example of the greatness that is the United States Air Force.
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What a metaphor for the c&use larger than ourselves -- a cause
that sets, and keeps, men free. //
To all of you -- America salutes your splendid year on and

off the gridiron. God bless you. And may God bless the United

States of America.



Document No. 229434SS

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: __ PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE |/ | rg/ O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT ¥ - PORTER| |/, v C
oarman /0 ¢ o ROGICH 4/, ¥ o
BRADY o UNTERMEYER O
CARD O [l/ SMITH U
DEMAREST / 0 BATEMAN
FITZWATER 0 ‘/ TREFRY
GRAY v ©C ROGERS _

HOLIDAY  / p/ O SNOWHES

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS ,
_ROSE_CARDEN— RopSenelt Room

FRIDPAY,~ APRIL 19, 1991

Players,éesaehesfgéad official family of a team that
believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your

N

career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the
gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune?gg;o
is in our thoﬁghts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy' which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. / [[Which leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to éﬁ; Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: ;Hit the line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck

Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -

- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering
< EONS
ﬁir Force 15, , Army 3 —— the first time in-a-decade-you
EYSINEN =

beat the.Cadets-at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still hasn't

history.

forgiven you]]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. /

You won six reqgular-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? In the last eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lanéﬁgzgg%étopped a last-
minute conversion against Texdéé?lXPaso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did to Ohio State in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset since-the last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground -- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --

and made those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles
against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //
Ask Chris Howard. 1In 22287-he was one of two Academy cadets to
win a Rhodes Scholarship. 1In 1990, he and.other teammates --
Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
- the game of football, and the larger game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.

emnhodas
Character is something you are."™ The Air Force =forms-the -essence
of America's character. // {Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay

spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need."g Let me close with a %%é;
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recent story that shows the resolution and dedication of our
N = dormen P
~troops..in-gold-—and-blue< //

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical

—;giigflt gi?% Air Force Base in South Carolina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at- 30,000 feet, his plane had

-—meccg dcal-failure. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --
as‘he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can
succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured freezing’col%ﬁ~and driving rain. He kept
his eye on the ball -- and ultlmately, was pulled to safety by

by The Gae ALGL,

_h&s—frrend What an example of the greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may

God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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Document No. 229434SS

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:_4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: _PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE ¥ =
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN o O
SCOWCRQFT#m: ¥ O PORTER v =«
DARMAN ( 0 ROGICH & -
BRADY o @ UNTERMEYER o O
CARD O [/ SMITH [/ O
DEMAREST / O BATEMAN [/ O
FITZZWATER 0 / TREFRY c/ 0
GRAY / O ROGERS O 3T
HOLIDAY / O SNOW - V

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

April 17, 1991

RESPONSE: The National Security Council staff has reviewed and forwards
the attached comments.

Bren%%ScowdCé%i

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

cc: Phillip Brady
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Draft Eight
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS %é

ROSE GARDEN _
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991
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Players, coaches, and official family of a team that" F§%§§

believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant

- N
\\ General Hamm Ee\gm/ﬁbﬁe’?wf’?efffemeﬁtﬁ“m«a-leﬂqur % %

éﬁuﬁmial/ Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the

e

-é
gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who‘1§f§~

p———

~—is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you t0é§ﬁ§

——

the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come

Hr fo capes
il adpu;

to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has

Dona,
USHFA

C§ embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West

Point, and the Naval Academy. / ([Which leads me to a request:

@,

Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the line
. . . He Gave W} his all
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. -He-hit—t
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -

- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. /-

iy . 15l e
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering

) _almaS
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first time in a decade you

g

beat the Cadets at West Point. //
forgiven—youli+— // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / O ./
You won six regular-season victories. // [[Come to think of

it, what's left to conquer? In the last eight months, the Air (QQH\

Force has defeated Army, Navy, andfSaddam's i 7 .11 ‘1%%2\
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last- <
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning JL‘SY‘
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm .)
not forgetting what you did to Ohio State in that Bowl itself --

the biggest upset singsrthe last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground -- in the%—- you looked opponents in the eye -- \/
and made those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles

against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //

Ask Chris Howard. SSESMS", he was one of two Academy cadets to <
win a Rhodes Scholarship. <T g0 H; and other teammates --

Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of football, and the larger game of life. / ' /)

I have often said that "Character is not som:;?ing you have
reflecrs
Character is something you are." The Air Force -fexms the essence

of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay

co—che

_spoke of this when he observedg

U
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ﬁéf /Q@A&/ }%k&wum,}& xlﬁ%ba; A%ﬁhLvM%ﬂfﬁL:ﬁﬁﬁ%; L&m

nmﬂaé&n&y CaanPf é@ d&d&&i&k/754%ﬁ%fcfﬁf CkéM%%; EZ?%U;
% %

ﬁgwfy n@’w& dcjmm ey ,,M,/ g



- cifver

recent story tHat shows the resolution and dedication of our

troops in ' and blue. //

I fecently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safeig at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the.gﬁsﬂf;§ee§ee%
Unit at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejecﬁed safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

covld rely om he expentace oF

Lying on the ground, Scott theought—ef his football days =--
as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the ;;gg can
succeed.” Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. %ow, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged #t the Air Force Academy. He never

panicked. He endured freezing cold, and driving rain. He kept

his e ball -- and ultimately, was pulled to safety by
his frienqs./ What an example of the greatness that is the L/////
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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April 15, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM:

JENNIFER GROSSMAN

SUBJECT: TROPHY FACT-CHECK

sz///Heading: event will be held in the Roosevelt Room, not the

m/

Rose Garden.

page one, graph one, first sentence: not "coaches" plural,
only one coach will be in attendance and that is head coach
DeBerry. Also, we might want to put in a pronunciation for
Col. Clune: (CLOON)

Note: some politicians and Air Force brass have been

“invited, we are waiting for confirmation.

page one,.graph two, third sentence: "giving a trophy to the
Air Force" -- omit "the" as we are referring to the Academy
rather than the actual service.

Lgy/’ page one, graph three, first sentence: the quote is correct,

but I don't know if I'd call it an "old adage." It was
written by Theodore Roosevelt in "The American Boy," found

in The Strenuous Life: Essays and Addressess [1900].

ﬁ»// page two, graph one, second sentence: "the first time in a

o

g
8

decade" should be "the first time in almost a decade"™ since
we're referring to '82. Also, instead of "beat the Cadets,"
how about "beat the Black Knights" as that is Army's team.

page two, graph two, first sentence: "Lane Beene" rather
than "Lane Bean" -- like Geoffrey, not L.L., don't you know!
Also "Texas El-Paso," position of hyphen is: "Texas-El
Paso."

page two, graph two, second sentence: "biggest upset since
the last time I caught a big fish" -- I'm sorry, but this is
the kind of lame joke we get sneered at for.

page two, graph three, third sentence: "In 1989, he was one
of two.." should be 1990.



J)

V

10)

4

11)

page two, graph three, fourth sentence: "and the larger game
of life" -- seems a b1t grandiose for what we're talking
about here.

page two,'graph four; second sentence: "The Air Force forms
the essence of America's character," "“forms" strikes me as
hyperbolic; how about "represents" or "embodies."

page two, graph four, third sentence: first off, it should
probably be "General Curt" rather than "General Curtis."
Secondly, this is NOT how the quote reads. The quote reads

. as follows: "Thus far man has not been able to build an?

lii}/

-

JA3)

2

electronic brain that can...display courage and love of
liberty. Nor can the machine be dedicated to God and
country. Therefore, man, because he has a brain and a soul,
is going to continue to be the key to the kind of national
defense we need." Excerpt, paraphrase, whatever -- but this
is the faithful quote.

page three, graph one, first sentence: "our troops in gold
and blue." This is incorrect because a) airmen aren't
called" "troops," b) Air Force colors are simply "blue," and
c) if we're trying to refer to the Academy team, they are
"silver and blue." (and their opponents colors are "black
and blue") The Air Force Secretary's speechwriter has
suggested the use of "blue-suiters" for Air Force
servicemen, as in "shows the resolution and dedication of
our blue-suiters."

page three, graph two, second sentence: not "Tactical Unit,"
but "Tactical Fighter Squadron." Next sentence: "engine

failure" would be better than "mechanical failure."

page three, graph four, second sentence: delete "freezing,"
Thomas says it was merely "cold." Also, next sentence:
Thomas was not "pulled to safety by his friend," but rather
"pulled to safety by the rescue squad."



Document No. 22943458

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
JIAPRI6 P2: 35

DATE:_4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: __ PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION ~ FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE ¥ -
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN o 0
SCOWCROFT v PORTER v =«
DARMAN v O ROGICH v -
BRADY o @ UNTERMEYER _ 0 0
CARD O [/ e ‘@ O
DEMAREST V' - BATEMAN v o
FITZZWATER o & TREFRY _ [f/ -
GRAY v C ROGERS _ o @
HOLIDAY / O SNOW O V

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROSE GARDEN
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Players, coaches, and official family of a team that
believes that "whatever it takes, .just do it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the
gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Faicons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. / [[Which leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: int the line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
~ made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the firsf time in a decade you
beat the Cadets at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still hasn't
forgiven you)]]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. /

You won six regulaf-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? In the last eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did td Ohio State in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset since the last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground =-- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --
and méde those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles
against Ohio State -- é school whose head trainer is his dad. //
Ask Chris Howard. In 1989, he was one of two Academy cadets to
win a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he and other teammates --
Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of football, and the larger game of life. /

I have often said that "Charactef is not something you have.
Character is something you are." The Air Force forms the essence
of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need." Let me close with a more:
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recent story that shows the resolution and dedication of our
troops in gold and blue. //

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Unit at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina =-- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqgi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --

as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can

succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured freezing cold, and driving rain. He kept
his eye on the ball -- and ultimately, was‘pulled to safety by
his friend. / What an example of the greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
' God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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DATE: _4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT:_PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE ¥ o
SUNUNU o O NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT [Q/ O PORTER ¢ O
DARMAN { O ROGIC O
BRADY o UNTERMEYER O O
CARD O cl/ SMITH v~
DEMAREST / - BATEMAN [/ -
FITZWATER - / TREFRY (ﬁ/ 0
GRAY / O ROGERS O

HOLIDAY / a SNOW m|

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you. o

RESPONSE:

Dol

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROSE GARDEN _
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Players, coaches, and official family of a team that
believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the
gridiron.-/ Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
.the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. / [[Which leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: int the line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first time in a decade you
beat the Cadets at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still hasn't
forgiven. youl]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. / l

You won six regular-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? 1In the last eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
//> I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion agaihst Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did to Ohio state in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset since the last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground =-- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --

and made those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led fhe Falcons in tackles
against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //
Ask Chris Howard. In 1989, he Qas one of two Academy cadets to
win a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he and other teammates --
Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of football, and the lérger game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.
Character is something you are." The Air Force forms the essence
of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need." Let me close with a more



3
recent story that shows the resolution and dedication of our
troops in gold and blue. //

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Unit at Shaw Air Force Base in South Caroliné -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejected safely -- only to. find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iragi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --

as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can

succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bfavery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured- freezing cold, and driving rain. He kept
his eye on the ball -- and ultimate;y, was pulled to safety by
his friend. / What an example of the greatness that is_the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
God bless the United States of America.

A N
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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DATE: _4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:_4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: _ PRESIDENTTIAL REMARKS: TRQPHY REMARKS

ACTION FY] ACTION  Fy]
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE & O
SUNUNU O @ NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT » PORTER v O
DARMAN ( O ROGICH v -
BRADY o UNTERMEYER O o
CARD O l/ SMTTH 't O
DEMAREST / O BATEMAN [/ a
- S v
GRAY / O ROGERS 0 T
/ 0 SNOW O V
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, %2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Ne & p.2- Ne: Cheig Hovaah
e e} At (990

4-15-91

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROSE GARDEN
THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Players, coaches, and official family of a team that

believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the

gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. / [[Which leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the line

hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year; you wroteiaﬁother chapter in.fhat pioneering
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -~ the first time in a decade YOu
beat the Cadets ét West Point. // -[[Colin Powell still hasn't
forgiven you]]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. /
| You won six regular-season victories, // [[Come to think of

it, what's left to conquer? 1In the last éight months, the Air

' Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]

// I think of how J;T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make thewLiberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm

not forgetting what you did to Ohio State in that Bowl itself --

the biggest upset since the last time I caught a big fish. // On

the ground -- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --
and made those opponents blink. // | o

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. Hé led the Falcons in tackles
against ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //

1970

Ask Chris Howard. In 1885, he was one of two Academy cadets to

- win a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he ahd other teammates --

Paul Walski and ‘Rodney Lewis and Jée Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of football, and the larger‘game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you ngg.'
Character is something you are." The Air Force forms the essence
of America's character. // Thirty .years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he>observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need." Let me close with a more



3
recent story that shows fhe resolution and dedication of 6ur
troops in gold and blue. // '

I recently had the chance to welcome homé Scptt "Spike"
fhomas, whom you rémeﬁbef as an All-American footballvsafety at
‘the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Unit at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carglina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
" mechanical failure. He ejected safely -~ only to find himself
, alohe'/lon rgcky terrain ] inside Iraqi territory. //

' Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days -- .

as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can
succeed."” Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now,lit
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. // |

In the greétesf crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at thé‘Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured freezing\cold, and driving rain; He kepf
his eye on'thé ball -- and ultimately, was puiled‘to safety by
his friend. / What an examplé of ﬁhe greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, hen free. /7

To Scott and Eric -- to all of fou -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
God bless the United States of America.

# # - # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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DATE:_4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: __PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE » 0

SUNUNU o O NEWMAN o O

SCOWCROFT v - PORTER v C

. i il O ROGICH i/ a

o @ UNTERMEYER 0 0

O LI/ SMITH ¥~

DEMAREST { O BATEMAN r/ 0

FITZWATER O / TREFRY (/ O

GRAY / O ROGERS 0 M

HOLIDAY D/ 0O SNOW - V

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,

no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: >70 P o T =

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROSE GARDEN ‘
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Playeré, coaches, and official family of a team that
believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant
éeneral Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the.
gridiron. / 'Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. / [[Whiéh leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
/1 |

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first time in a decade you
beat the Cadets at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still haén't
forgiven youl}]. // Air Force 24; Navy 7. / Ouch. /

You won six regular-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? 1In the last eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did té ohio state in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset éince the last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground -- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --

and made those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles
against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //
Ask Chris Howard. 1In 1989, he was one of two Academy cadets to
win a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he and other teammates --
Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of football, and the larger game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.
Character is something you are." The Air Force forms the essence
of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need." ILet me close with a more:
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recent story that shows the resolution and dediéation of our
troops in gold and blue. //

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
‘the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33;d Tactical
Unit at - Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terfain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --
as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can
succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it~
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In‘the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never:
panicked. He endured freezing cold, and driving rain. He kept
his eye on the ball -- and ultimately, was pulled to safety by
his friend. / What an example of the greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
God bless the United States of America.

# - # # #
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WASHINGTON
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April 17, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY SNOW

FROM: STEPHEN G. RADEMAKE?K
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT : Presidential Remarks: Trophy Remarks

Pursuant to Phillip Brady’s request, Counsel’s Office has
reviewed the above-referenced matter and has no objection to the
proposed presidential remarks.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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DATE:_4/15/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 4/17/91 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: _PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE v -
SUNUNU o o NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT [/ O PORTER v O
DARMAN g/ 0 ROGICH v o
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CARD s & SMITH v~ -
DEMAREST / 0 BATEMAN ] M 0O
FITZZWATER 0 / TREF AT ks & 0
GRAY / O ROGERS 0 3T
HOLIDAY V 0 SNOW - V

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Tony Snow, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, with a copy to this
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




IIAPR IS Pitfp: 23 (SAPril 15, 1951
Draft Eight
FORCE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TROPHY REMARKS
ROSE GARDEN .
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1991

Playér#, coaches, and official family of a team that.
believes that "whatever it takes, just do-it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. / Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the
gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //-

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has
embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West
Point, and the Naval Academy. / [[Which leads me to a request:
Let's keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to
know that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]]
//

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: .;Hit the line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.
So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //



2

This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering

in& Yéals
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first time in-a-decade you
beat the Cadets at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still hasn't
forgiven you)]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. /

You won six regular-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? 1In the last eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did to Ohio State in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset since the last time I caught a big fish. // On
the ground -- in the sky -- you looked opponents in the eye --
and made those opponents blink. //

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles
against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //
Ask Chris Howard. 1In 1989, he was one of two Academy cadets to
win a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he and other teammates --
Paul Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood -- helped Air Force win
the game of football, and the larger game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.
Character is something you are." The Air Force forms the essence
of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force is the key to the

kind of national defense we need." Let me close with a more
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recent story that shows the resolution and dedication of our

Men audk woman in Blae.

- /1

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American football safety at
the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Unit at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --
as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can
succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured freezing cold, and driving rain. He Kkept
his eye on the ball -- and ultimately, was pulled to safety by
his friend. / What an example of the greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your
splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. And may
God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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Players, coaches, and official family of a team wh¥ch
believes that "whatever it takes, just do it." // Lieutenant
General Hamm -- as we note your retirement, we also salute your
career. |/ Coach DeBerry -- the Norman Schwartzkopf of the
gridiron. / Colonel Schweitzer. We remember Colonel Clune, who
is in our thoughts and prayers. And let me welcome all of you to
the White House. And to ceremonies about a trophy which has come
to roost among the Falcons. //

For nearly two decades, the Commander in Chief's Trophy has

embodied football supremacy among the Air Force Academy, West

lm&A“TPoint, an is.~ / [[Which leads me to a request: Let's

keep this between you and me. I wouldn't want Annapolis to know

that an old Navy man is giving a trophy to the Air Force.]] //

Every serviceman can appreciate the old adage : "In life,
as in a football game, the principle to follow is: 'Hit the 1line
hard.'" // Think of Eddie Rickenbacker. He hit the line hard.

So did other Air Force heroes like Billy Mitchell and Chuck
Yeager and Steve Richie. // They were proud to be air warriors -
- made us proud to be Americans. They knew ours would not be the

land of the free if it were not also the home of the brave. //
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This year, you wrote another chapter in that pioneering
history. Air Force 15, Army 3 -- the first time in a decade you
beat the Cadets at West Point. // [[Colin Powell still hasn't

forgiven you]]. // Air Force 24, Navy 7. / Ouch. /-[[Barbara_

éot_an_idea_gg_ypat it's like to go up against your defense-back
1 anua ed 1nto a tree—at—Camp David.]l //—

You won six regular-season victories. // [[Come to think of
it, what's left to conquer? 1In the last eight months, the Air
Force has defeated Army, Navy, and Saddam's Republican Guard.]]
// I think of how J.T. Tokish and Lane Bean stopped a last-
minute conversion against Texas El-Paso to secure a winning
record and help Air Force make the Liberty Bowl. // And, no, I'm
not forgetting what you did to Ohio State in that Bowl itself --
the biggest upset since the last time I caught a, fish. // On the
ground -- in the sky =-- you looked opponents in tlhe eye -- and
made those opponents blink. // %J

Ask linebacker Brian Hill. He led the Falcons in tackles

against Ohio State -- a school whose head trainer is his dad. //

ar you pass

ider Brian to be Teal // Ask
Chris Howard. In 1989, he was one of two Academy cadets to win a
Rhodes Scholarship. In 1990, he and other teammates -- Paul
Walski and Rodney Lewis and Joe Wood =-- helped Air Force win the
game of football, and the larger game of life. /

I have often said that "Character is not something you have.

Character is something you are." The Air Force forms the essence
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of America's character. // Thirty years ago, General Curtis LeMay
spoke of this when he observed: "The Air Force ié the key to the
kind of national defense we need." Let me close with a more
recent story that shows the resolution and dedication of our
troops in gold and blue. //

I recently had the chance to welcome home Scott "Spike"
Thomas, whom you remember as an All-American footbéll safety at
" the Academy. / After graduating, Scott joined the 33rd Tactical
Unit at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina -- then went to the
Persian Gulf. / There, one day, at 30,000 feet, his plane had
mechanical failure. He ejected safely -- only to find himself
alone / on rocky terrain / inside Iraqi territory. //

Lying on the ground, Scott thought of his football days --
as he says, "knowing you've got to succeed so that the team can
succeed." Once, his teammates were Air Force Falcons. Now, it
was his wingman and best friend Eric Dodson, who organized a
rescue operation. //

In the greatest crisis of his life, Spike Thomas relied on
the steel and bravery forged at the Air Force Academy. He never
panicked. He endured freezing cold, and driving rain. He kept
his eye on the ball -- and ultimately, was pulled to safety by
his friend. / What an example of the greatness that is the
United States Air Force. What a metaphor for the cause larger
than ourselves which sets, and keeps, men free. //

To Scott and Eric -- to all of you -- America salutes your

splendid year on and off the gridiron. God bless you. Next



And may God bless the

United States of America.

# # # #



