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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 7, 1991

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON (a)
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFEYQ\
SUBJECT: FORD THEATER GALA

. On Sunday evening, March 10, 1991, at 7:30 p.m., you and
Mrs. Bush will attend the annual Ford Theater Fundraising Gala.
ABC television will tape the show for broadcast at a later date.

The theme is "A Celebration of Country." A number of country
music stars will perform, including Alabama, Crystal Gayle, Ricky
skaggs, Randy Travis and Tammy Wynette. The narrator is actor
. Morgan Freeman ("Glory"). Sally Field ("Not Without My Daughter")
and John Ritter (t.v.'s "Three's Company") will be the M.C.s.

The event is chaired by Peatsy Hollings, Ann S8impson, and
Mary Jane Wick. A special award will be presented to Bill
McSweeney. Also in attendance will be: Vice President and Mrs.
Quayle; Secretaries Cheney, Brady, Kemp and Mosbacher; Justice
o'Connor; Senators and Members of Congress (including Senator
Dole); General Powell; Charles Wick; and Ford Theater leader
Frankie Hewitt.

At the conclusion of the performances‘(approximately 10
p.m.), 8ally Field will call you onstage. As you speak, the
cast members will be standing behind you. Your remarks (3
minutes, cards) link this celebration -- and the themes of
country music -- with the current resurgence of patriotism.



(Hinchliffe/Sainz)
March 8, 1991 3p.m.
FORD

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD'S THEATRE GALA
' March 10, 1991 7:30 p.m.

When Americaﬁs get together to celebrate country, we sure do
it in style! What a terrific evening -- reminds.me of when The
Oaks sang "just a little story of an American family." Because
that's what-it feels like here: the music and words and all
these emotions remind us that we truly are -- each and every one
of us -- part of the proud and great "American family."

And tbnight America's family'has gathered in America's
theatre. You know, for over 100 years after Lincoln's
assassination, Ford's Theatre was closed -- a dark reminder of
American tragedy. But tonight shows how this place came back to
life -- as a living symbol of American spirit.' And I can't think
of-a bettér theme than "A Celebration of Country" -- because it
means not just country music, but also our country -- the United
States of America.

The' incredible feeling here in this theatre tonight shows
what i love best about country music. It hits all the right
chords -- like caring for your family; having faith in God; and
loving America. I remember Crystal Gayle travelling through the
heartlands with us during the campaign. On our bus, she sang
songs about how America stands for goodness, for commitment, for
courage. Songs about people who care for each other -- with the
biggest hearts on earth.

And country sdngs are about real people. Randy (Travis) --
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I loved the song about the Points of Light -- our real heroes.
Don Schiltz and Tom Schuyler -- you know just how to put our

feelings into words.
| And right now, country music can voice the emotions of all
Americans: "I'm proud to be an American, where at least I know
I'm free." |

They say times of trial can tear a family apart -- or can
bring it closer together. Well, I think that at this moment in

our history, the American family is closer than it's ever been.

We know who made this exhilarating moment possible. our

real American heroes. The men and women of Desert Storm.

As they come home, we're going to take all the pride and
excitement the country feels and give them the biggest welcome=
home party this coﬁntry has ever seen.

They've shown us once again that America wouldn't be the

land of the free if it wasn't the home of the brave.

So thank you for reminding us that-we can dream and achieve
together. That we can make America's beacon of hope shine even
ﬁore brilliantly -- as the wise and impassioned President whose
spirit ‘lives in this theatre forever, envisioned that it would.

Good night to all of you -- and "God Bless the U.S.A."
# # # # #



FORD’S THEATRE GALA \ MARCH 10, 1991 \ 7:30 P.M.

WHEN AMERICANS GET TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE COUNTRY,
WE SURE DO IT IN STYLE! WHAT A TERRIFIC EVENING --
REMINDS ME-OF WHEN THE OAKS SANG "JUST A LITTLE STORY
OF AN AMERICAN FAMILY." BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT IT FEELS
LIKE HERE: THE MUSIC AND WORDS AND ALL THESE EMOTIONS
REMIND US THAT WE TRULY ARE -- EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US
-- PART OF THE PROUD AND GREAT "AMERICAN FAMILY."

AND TONIGHT AMERICA'S FAMILY HAS GATHERED IN

‘AMERICA'S THEATRE.

i _

-2 -

You kNow, FOR OVER 100 YEARS AFTER LINCOLN'S

ASSASSINATION, FORD'S THEATRE WAS CLOSED -- A DARK
REMINDER OF AMERICAN TRAGEDY. BUT TONIGHT SHOWS HOW
THIS PLACE CAME BACK TO LIFE -- AS A LIVING SYMBOL OF
AMERICAN SPIRIT. AND I CAN'T THINK OF A BETTER THEME
THAN "A CELEBRATION OF COUNTRY" -- BECAUSE IT MEANS NOT

JUST COUNTRY MUSIC, BUT ALSO OUR COUNTRY -- THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.



-3 - u |

THE INCREDIBLE FEELING HERE IN THIS THEATRE TONIGHT
SHOWS wHAf I LOVE BEST ABOUT COUNTRY MuUSIic. IT HITS
. ALL THE RIGHT CHORDS -- LIKE CARING FOR YOUR FAMILY;
HAVING FAITH IN GoD; AND LOVING AMERICA. I REMEMBER
TRAVELLING ON A BUS THROUGH THE HEARTLANDS WITH CRYSTAL
GAYLE THREE YEARS AGO. ON OUR BUS, SHE SANG SONGS |
ABOUT HOW AMERICA STANDS FOR GOODNESS, FOR COMMITMENT,
FOR COURAGE. SONGS ABOUT PEOPLE WHO CARE FOR EACH
OTHER =-- WITH THE BIGGEST HEARTS ON EARTH.

-4 -
AND COUNTRY SONGS ARE ABOUT REAL PEOPLE. Ranpy
(TRAvxs) -=- I LOVED THE SONG ABOUT THE POINTS OF
LIGHT -- OUR REAL HEROES. DoON SCHILTZ AND ToM SCHUYLER
== YOU KNOW JUST HOW TO PUT OUR FEELINGS INTO WORDS.
AND RIGHT NOW, COUNTRY MUSIC CAN VOICE THE EMOTIONS

OF ALL AMERICANS: "I'M PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN, WHERE

AT LEAST I kNow I'M FREE."

THEY SAY TIMES OF TRIAL CAN TEAR A FAMILY APART --
OR CAN BRING IT CLOSER TOGETHER.



-5 -
WeLL, I THINK THAT AT THIS MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY, THE

AMERICAN ﬁAMILY IS CLOSER THAN IT’'S EVER BEEN.
WE KNOW WHO MADE THIS EXHILARATING MOMENT POSSIBLE.

OUR REAL AMERICAN HEROES. THE MEN AND WOMEN OF DESERT
TORM. ,

AS THEY COME HOME, WE'RE GOING TO TAKE ALL THE
PRIDE AND EXCITEMENT THE COUNTRY FEELS AND GIVE THEM

THE BIGGEST NELCOME-HOME PARTY THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER

SEEN.

-6 -
SO THANK YOU ALL.FOR REMINDING US THAT WE CAN DREAM

AND ACHIEVE TOGETHER. | ‘
GOOD NIGHT TO ALL OF YOU -- AND "Gobp BLESS THE

US n
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

IHAR -8 Py 1. g

- - March 7, 1991

"THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

INFORMATION ~ ?/ £/ 9)
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH CHRISS WINSTON (a)

FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFEYM

SUBJECT: FORD THEATER GALA

Oon Sunday evening, March 10, 1991, at 7:30 p.m., you and
Mrs. Bush will attend the annual Ford Theater Fundraising Gala.
ABC television will tape the show for broadcast at a later date.

The theme is "A Celebration of Couptry." A number of country
music stars yAll perform, J cluding A ama, Cry6tal Gayle, Ricky
Skagds, Randy Travis and Tammy Wynette. The narrator is actor
Morgan Freeman ("Glory"). Sally Field ("Not Without My Daughter") -
and John Ritter (t.v.'s "Three's Company") will be the M.C.s.

The event is chaired by Peatsy Hollings, Ann 8impson, and
Mary Jane Wick. A special award will be presented to Bill
McSweeney. Also in attendance will be: Vice President and Mrs.
Quayle; Secretaries Cheney, Brady, Kemp and Mosbacher; Justice
Oo'Connor; Senators and Members of Congress (including Senator
Dole); General Powell; Charles Wick; and Ford Theater leader
Frankie Hewitt.

At the conclusion of the performances (approximately 10
p.m.), 8Sally Field will call you onstage. As you speak, the
cast members will be standing behind you. Your remarks (3 '
minutes, cards) link this celebration -- and the themes of
country music -- with the current resurgence of patriotism.



(Hinchliffe/Sainz)

) ' March 8, 1991 3p.m. ‘,‘

FORD f
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD'S THEATRE GALA

March 10, 1991 = 7:30 p.m.

When Americans get together to celebrate country, we sure do
it in style! What a terrific.év,ening_-- reminds- me of when The ”
Oaks sang "just a little story of an American family." Because
that's what it feels like here: the music and words and all
these emotions remind us that we truly are -- each and every one
of us -- part of the pfoud and great "Amefican family."

And tonight America's famiiy has gathered in America's
theatre. You know, for over 100 years aftef Lincoln's

assassination, Ford's Theatre was closed -- a dark reminder of

'American tragedy. But tonight shows how this place came back to-

life -- as a living symbol of American spirit. And I can't think

of a pétter theme than "A Celebration of Country" -- because it
means not just country music, but also our country -- the United

States of America.

The incredible feeling here in this theatre tonight shows
what I love best about country music. It hits all the right
chords -- like caring for your family; having faith in God; and
loving America. I rem J qu?-ug’ travelllngatﬁ'ouk;h*ghe
heartlands with m Mr us, she sang
songs about how America stands for goodness, for commitment, for
courage. Songs about peéple who care for each other -- wifh the
bigéest hearts on earth.

And country songs are about real people. Randy (Travis) --
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' I loved the song about the Points of Light -- our real heroes.
Don Schiltz and Tom Schuyler -- you know just how to put 6ur
.feelingé ihto words.

And right now,‘country music can voice the emotions of all
Americans: "I'm proud to be an American, wﬁere at least I know
I'm free." |

‘They say times of trial can teaf a family apart -- or can

bring it closer together. Well, I think that at this moment in

our history, the American family is closer than it's ever been.
We know who made this exhilarating moment possible. Our

real American heroes. The men and women of Desert Stornm.

As they come home, we're going to take all the pride and

excitement the country feels and give them the biggest welcomé-
home party this country has ever seen.

So thank youhfor reminding us that we can dream and achieve

together. T jca's beaco

S T o — A

ot e Aneats £ 4.

Good night to all of you -- and "God Bless the U.S.A."

# # # # #




Document No. Ol & 3' O

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM ¥e g‘g
SIMAR 8 P2: 38

DATE: 03/06/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:00 p.m. 03/07

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD THEATER GALA
(03706 2:00 p.m. draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE @ O
SUNUNU = NEWMAN O o
scowcrorr™ o i PORTER v O
DARMAN o o ROGICH ¥ O
BRADY o UNTERMEYER 0 O
CARD o ROGERS o o
DEMAREST J O WINSTON 0O vV
FITZZWATER O { FONTHE RSE O g
GRAY J 0 TREFRY g /
HOLIDAY J 0 O ~

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

x2930, no later than 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/07, with a copy
to this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE: March 8, 1991
MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

The NSC staff concurs with the draft presidential remarks as amended.

Brent("gcowcﬁf%‘/ PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
cc: Phillip D. Brady and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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(Hinchliffe/Sainz)

: o1 . March 6, 1991 2 p.m.
9| HAR -6 PH 8: I FORD
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 'FORD THEATER GALA
March 9, 1991 7:30 p.m.
.  mMusie .
When Americans get together to celebrate country, we sure do
& e

it in style! What a terrific evening —-Areminds me of when The

Oaks sang "just a little story of an American family." -Beecause

that's what—it—feels—tiketrere: "the music and words and all
these emotions remind us that we truly are [-- each and every one -~
of us :E]part of the proud and great "American family."
And tonight America's family‘has gathered in America's -
o - KSSRES :na.{)'um,
theé@i% You know, for over 100 years after Lincoln's death,
‘Ford's Theaﬁéa was closed -- a dark reminder of American tragedy.

But tonight shows how this place came back to life -- as a living

- symbol of American spirit. And I can't think of a better theme

than "A Salute to Country" -- because it means not just country
music, but also our country -- the United States of America.

The incredible feeling here in this theaﬂga tonight shows
what I love best about country music. It hits all the right
chords -- like caring for your family; having faith in God; and
loving America. I remember Crystal Gayle travelling through the
heartlands with us during the campaign. On our bus, she sang

songs about how America stands for goodness, for commitment, for

.courage. Songs about people who care for each other -- with the

biggest hearts on earth.
And country songs are about real people. Randy (Travis) --

I loved your song about the Points of Light -- our real herces.



5

And right now, country music can voice the emotions of all
Americans -- can say: "lLm_2;QQQ_ﬁQ_QQ_QB_AEQEiQQQL_EQQZQ_QL
least I know I'm free."

hey say times of trial can tear a family apart -- or can

bring it closer together. Well I think that at this moment in
our hisfory, the American family is closer than 1t's ever been.

People from border to bofder, coast to coast, are bursting
to show how much we love this countfy. Thié land where yellow
ribbons stand for pfide -- and where the flag still stands for
freedon. Americans want to celebrate.. To cheer. Td-join voices

together and say: yes, I'm part of the American family -- and

Doﬂ"
I'm s¢ proud of 1t rﬁwant to shout aloud for the world to hear. ““"+

'b .
We know who made this exhilarating patriotism possible. Ourckmwm#f

real American heroes. The men and women of %he—eaéﬁ.'beuw+qﬁwvw

, ‘Bve. them
When they come home, we're g01nq to eakeﬂglé—%hgngiée—and

//fzr‘\[:éxcitement the country feels and we're going to let it ggplode in]

the biggest welcome-home party this country has ever seen.
We're going to say "thank you" to every one of thenm.

Thank ‘you for showing the worild that America is still the

land of the free and the brave.

§And tha 5@(‘ inds S?CE# ,eC

4
J that if we

gé;::yw dream and work toqether we can make its beacon of hope shine even

more brilliantl -- as the wise and 1mpa551oned Pre51dent whose

spirit lives in this theatE(]forever ‘\thSloned that it would. iz;

Good night to all of you -- and God Bless the U.S.A.



DATE:

03/06/91

Document No. D‘ & 3' O

“g | ’£§) THOALQSE‘} $TAFFING MEMORANDUM

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:00 p.m. 03/07

suBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

FORD THEATER GALA

(03/06 2:00 p.m. draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O !/ MCCLLRE /o g O
SUNUNU a a NEWMAN O | a
SCOWCROFT / O PORTER  N/C 0
DARMAN o O ROGICH VAT A
BRADY o UNTERMEYER O O
CARD o o ROGERS O v
DEMAREST 7 O WL NS TONmrmr e L 5

permemt oo
FITZZWATER O r_‘( s il O g
o GRAY Mlc J 0 TREFRY g /
HoupAy  /V/¢ u/ O O =
REMARKS:

Please fdrward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/07, with a copy

to this office.

Thanks.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




(Hinchliffe/Sainz)

g| MAR -6 PH 8 1 lgglggh 6, 1991 2 p.m.

. PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS8: FORD THEATER GALA
’ March 9, 1991 '7:30 p.m.

When Americans get fogéther to celebrate country, we sure do
it in style! What a terrific evening -- reminds me 6f when The
.OakS‘sang "just a little story of an American family." Because
that'§ what if feels like here3~ the music énd words.and all
these emotions'femind us that we truly are -- each and every one
of us -- part of the proﬁd and great "American family."

And tonight America'é family has gathered in America's
‘theater. You know, for over'100 years after Lincoln's death,
Ford's Theater was_closed'-- a dark reminder of American tragedy.
But tonight shows how>this place came back to life -- as a living"
sfmbol of American spirit. And I can't think of a bettgr theme“

than "A Salute to Country" -- because it means not just country

music, but also our country ;-.the United States of America.

| The -incredible feéling here in this ﬁheater tonight shows
what I love best about country music. It hits all the ;ight
chords =-- like caring for your famiiy; having faith in God; and
1oving America. I remember'Crystal Gayle travelling through the
heartlands with us during the campaign. On our bus, she‘sang
" songs about how Aﬁerica stands for goodhéss, for commitﬁent, for
courage. Songs about people who care for eabh other -- with. the
 biggest hearts on earth.
And country songs are about real peopleQ Randy (Travis) =--

I loved your song about the Points of Light -- our real heroes.
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And right now, country music can voice the emotions of all

Americans -- can say: "I'm proud to be an American, where at

least T know I'm free."

They say times of trial can tear a family apart -- or can

‘bring it closer together. Well, I think that at this moment in

our history, the American family is cldser thﬁn itis ever been.

People from border to border, coast to coast, are bursting
to show how much we love this country. This land where yellow
ribbons stand for pride -- and where the flag still stands for

freedom. Americans want to celebrate. To cheer. To join .voices

together and say: yes, I'm part of the American family - and -

- I'm so prou& of it I want to shout aloud for the world to hear.

We know who made this exhilarating pétriotism possible. Our

real American heroes. . The men and women of the Gulf.

when they come home, we're going to take all thé pride and

excitement the country feels and we're going to let it explode in

the biggest welcome-home party this country has ever seen.

We're going to say "thank you" to every one of thenm.

Thank .you for showing the world that America is still the

land of the free and the brave.
And thank you for reminding us here at home that this truly

is the very best nation on the face of the earth. And that if we

dream and work together we can make its beacon of hoge'shiné even

more brilliantly -- as the wise and impassioned President whose
spirit'livés in this théater forever, invisioned that it would.

Good night to all of you -- and God Bless the U.S.A.
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Document No. Ql g 3‘ Q

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
JIIMART Pp: 4l

DATE: 03/06/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:00 p.m. 03/07

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD THEATER GALA
(03/06 2:00 p.m. draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE @ O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN o O
SCOWCROFT 7/ 0 PORTER v O
DARMAN o O ROGICH Y O
BRADY o w UNTERMEYER O O
CARD a E( ROGERS a P
DEMAREST J O WINSTON O v 4
FITZWATER - { PORTER ROSE - lb/
GRAY u/ O THBERR - h/
HOLIDAY; sri*: O O -

REMARKS:
Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/07, with a copy
to this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

NO COMMENTS. THANKS.

HOLLY WILLIAMSON
3-7-21
PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




Document No. D‘ % 3' Q

;
WHITE HOUSE STAFFI‘NG\\ME?'MORANDUM
3\ WR

DATE: 03/06/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:00 p.m. 03/07

oh

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORDSTHEATER GALA
(03/06 2:00 p.m. draft)

£

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O g/ MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT J O PORTER v O
DARMAN O o ROGICH v O
BRADY O v UNTERMEYER O O
CARD o o ROGERS 0 o
spoid O WINSTON o @
FITZZWATER O { FaRTEn BuSs O g
GRAY n/ O R » h/
HOLIDAY J a a a
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/07, with a copy
to this office. Thanks.

= T’QVW% &=

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




(Hinchliffe/Sainz)

oI MAR -6 PH B 1l March 6, 1991 2 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD THEATER GALA
March 9, 1991 7:30 p.m.
When Americans get together to celebrate country, we sure do
it in style! What a terrific evening -- reminds me of when The

Oaks sang "just a little story of an American family." Because

that's what it feels like here: the music and words and all
these emotions remind us that we truly are -- each and every one
of us -- part of the proud and great "American family."

And tonight America's family has gathered in America's /
asspspine 17¢ | &

theater. You know, for over 100 years after Lincoln's death,

Ford's Theater was closed -- a dark reminder of American tragedy.
But tonight“-shows how this place came back to life -- as a living
symbol of American, spirit. And I can't think of a better theme

P Lb/a,ﬁf"’ OC\ ) )
than "A ountry" -- because it means not Jjust country
music, but also our country -- the United States of America.

The incredible feeling here in this theater tonight shows
what I love best about country music. It hits all the right
chords -- like caring for your family; having faith in God; and
loving America. I remember Crystal Gayle travelling through the
heartlands with us during the campaign. On our bus, she sang
songs about how America stands for goodness, for commitment, for
courage. Songs about people who care for each other -- with the
biggest hearts on earth.

And country songs are about real people. Randy (Travis) --

I loved your song about the Points of Light -- our real heroes.
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And right now, country music can voice the emotions of all

Americans &;/haﬁLsaQ: "T'm proud to be an American, where at

least I know I'm free."

They say times of trial can tear a family apart -- or can

bring it closer together. Well, I think that at this moment in

our history, the American family is closer than it's ever been.

People \from border to boxder, coast to coast, are bursting

L to show how much we love this cguntry. This land ere yellow
<3 L/ \ ribbons stand f&r pride -- and wh

freedom. America want to celebrate. To cheer. To join voices

together and say: American family -- and

s, I'm part of t

I'm so proud of it I for the world to h;hr.

nt to shout alou

) ) ) Vhwﬁham{ )
We know who made this exhilarating patriotism possible. Our
. Desent SHoonn
real American heroes. The men and women of the-Gulf.

o
Wwhen they come home, we're going to take all the pride and

(v e
excitement the country feels and ﬂalx;Lqoiae—*e—%et—ft—exp%ede~4n

the biggest welcome-home party this country has ever seen.

We're going—te—say—‘thank—you' te—every one of them: 6A1
Ty Lo sheuns ws st tgﬁ;;;‘fzwyf' Lomddan 4 e
T America is—still—the

,QH—\M‘(&( M"-‘%

land of the free aadwthe brave.

S
«*éﬁ thank you for reminding us here—at home that—this—truly

Ts*tﬁ—_“@ry—best—ﬁat4on_Qn_the_i____nf—the—eafth:—~xﬁa that &6 we

Cou dream and work toqether.we can make its beacon of hope shine even

more brilliantly -- as the wise and impassioned President whose

spirit lives in this theater forever, invisioned that it would.

Good night to all of you -- and God Bless the U.S.A.



Document No. Ol % 3‘ O

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM gg

DATE: 03/06/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:00 p.m. 03/07

suBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD THEATER GALA

(03/06 Z2:00 p.m. draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O E/ MCCLURE v o
SUNUNU O O ‘NEWMAN O O
scowcrorr T of PORTER vV O
DARMAN O O ROGICH v O
BRADY o w UNTERMEYER O O
CARD o o ROCERS 0 B
DEMAREST 7 - CINSTON 0w
FITZWATER o { PORTER ROSE - [b/
GRAY J 0O TREFRY /
HOLIDAY J 0 O N

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

x2930, no later than 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/07, with a copy
to this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

The NSC staff concurs with the draft presidential remarks as amended.

Brent Scowcroft PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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gl iR -6 Pil 8 1L March 6, 1991 2 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FORD THEATER GALA
March 9, 1991 7:30 p.m.

MRS (e
When Americans get together to celebrate country, we sure do
[ A

it in style! What a terrific evening --Areminds me of when The

Oaks sang "just a little story of an American family." -Beeause

! TFhe music and words and all

these emotions remind us that we truly are [-- each and every one —*
of us :E]part of the proud and great "American family."

And tonight America's family has gathered in America's

assassinafhom,
theaﬂé?, You know, for over 100 years after Lincoln's death,
Ford's Theaﬁéa was closed -- a dark reminder of American tragedy.
But tonight shows how this place came back to life -- as a living
symbol of American spirit. And I can't think of a better theme
than "A Salute to Country" -- because it means not just country
music, but also our country -- the United States of America.

The incredible feeling here in this theaﬂga tonight shows
what I love best about country music. It hits all the right
chords -- }ike caring for your family; having faith in God; and
loving America. I remember Crystal Gayle travelling through the
heartlands with us during the campaign. ©On our bus, she sang
songs about how America stands for goodness, for commitment, for
courage. Songs about people who care for each other -- with the
biggest hearts on earth.

And country songs are about real people. Randy (Travis) --

I loved your song about the Points of Light -- our real heroes.
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And right now, country music can voice the emotions of all

Americans -- can say: "“I'm proud to be an American, where at

least T know I'm free."
They say times of trial can tear a family apart -- or can

bring it closer together. Well, I think that at this moment in

our history, the American family is closer than it's ever been.

People from border to bofder, coast to coast, are bursting
to show how much we love this country. This land where yellow
ribbons stand for pride -- and where the flag still stands for
freedom. Americans want ;o celebrate. To cheer. To join voices

together and say: yes, I'm part of the American family -- and

- Dor\"
I'm so proud of it-E:want to shout aloud for the world to hear:};f::
. +o

. Q .
We know who made this exhilarating patriotism possible. Our ekauvmis

real American heroes. The men and women of the—Gulf. Desect STEvws.

Oive fhenn
When they come home, we're going to

//:5/‘\{:excitement the country feels and we're going to let it explode in |

the biggest welcome-home party this country has ever seen.

We're going to say "thank you" to every one of them.

Thank you for showing the world that America is still the

land of the free and the brave.

[?nd thank you for reminding us here at home that this truly

is the very best nation on the face of the earth. And that if we
R A

more brilliantly -- as the wise and impassioned President whose

ream_and work together we can make its beacon of hope shine even

spirit lives in this theat@&]forever, invisioned that it would.j]

. Good night to all of you -- and God Bless the U.S.A.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 1, 1991

Dear Beth:

This is a brief note to let you know how much I
enjoyed the video message you wrote  for the Convention .
-of the National Association of Secondary School
- Principals. I particularly like the quotation from "A
Man for All Seasons." I remember that line well, and
indeed it is one of those things that helped propel me
toward a career in teaching.

Once again, you have produced a winner. It is
great to be working together on the President's team.

Warmest regards,

Roge ,.‘Porter
Assistant the President
for Economic“and Domestic Policy

Ms. Beth Hinchliffe
Speechwriting Office
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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When Americans get together to celebrate country, we sure do

it in style! What a terrific evening -- reminds me of when The -

Oaks sang "iﬁst a little story of an American family." Because
that's whaf it feels 1like hére: the music and words and all
these emotions remind us that we truly are -- each and every one
of -us -- part of the proud and great "American family."

And tonight America's family has gathered in America's
theater. You know, for over 100 years after Lincoln's death,‘
Ford's Theater was closed -- a dark reminder of American tragedy.
But tonight shbws how this place came back to life -- as a living
symbol of American spirit. And I can't think of a better‘theme .
than "A Salute to Country" -- because it means not just country
music, but also our . country -- the United States of America.

The incredible feeling here in this theater tonight shows
what I love best about country music. It hits all the right
chords -- like caring for your family; having faith in God; and
loving America. I remember Crystal Gayle travelling through the
heartlands with us during the campaign. On our bus, she sang
songs about how America stands for goodness, for commitment, for
courage. Sondgs about'people who care for each other -- with the
biggest hearts on éarth. |

And country songs are about real people. Randy (Travis) --

I loved your song about the Points of Light -- our real heroes.
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And right now, country music can voice the emotions of all

Americans -- can say: "I'm proud to be an American, where at

least T know I'm free."

They say times of trial can tear a family apart -- or can

bring it closer together. Well, I think that at this moment in

our history, the American family is closer than it's ever been.

People from border to border, coast to coast, are bursting
to show how much we love this country. This land where yellow

ribbons stand for pride -- and where the flag still stands for

freedom. Americans want to celebrate. To cheer. To join voices .

together and say: yes, I'm part of the American family =-- and

I'm so proud of it I want to shout aloud for the world to hear.

We know who made this exhilarating patriotism possible. Our

real American heroes. The men and women of the Gulf.

When they come home, we're qoing to take all the pride and

excitement the country feels and we're going to let it explode in

the biggest welcome-home party this country has ever seen.

We're going to say "thank you" to every one of them.

Thank you for showing the world that America is still the

land of the free and the brave.

And thank you for reminding us here at home that this truly

is the very best nation on the face of the earth. And that if we

dream and work together we can make its beacon of hope shine even
more brilliantly -- as the wise and impassioned President whose
spirit lives in this theater forever, invisioned that it would.

Good night to all of you -- and God Bless the U.S.A.
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