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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

91 FEB2s P31 1T

NOTICE:

Enclosed are comments from staff members of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). Such comments do not necessarily
represent the official position of the Director of OMB or of the
Office of Management and Budget. If you wish to have the
Direcéor’s personal comments, please let me know -- and contact

me if you have any questions.

If our proposed substantive changes are t made, please let

us know before the material is prepared in £final.

Jam .

Associate Director for
Legislative Reference
and Administration
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

2/22/9 ]
oate:__/22/%2 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: | oo+ MONDAY, FEB. 25

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN
FEBRUARY 27, 1991

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O \/ MCCLURE J -
SUNUNU o o NEWMAN - =
SCOWCROFT o o PORTER P/ -
DARMAN * 0 ROGICH ‘{ 0
BRADY 0 uz( UNTERMEYER - O
CARD - ‘/ ROGERS . M
DEMAREST J O WINSTON 0 ﬂ
FITZWATER - ‘/ PETERSMEYER / 0
GRAY J 0 BOSKIN / 0
HOLIDAY V( 0 O O

REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930, by NOON, MONDAY,

FEBRUARY 25. with a copy to this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: '
>A/l(( L/(‘/Y\‘ 2t w.‘»\_,jb

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



. Grant/Cawley
. February 21, 1991 .
Q| FEB 22 PHI2: 22 12 noon A:CIVIL-RT

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN
_ FEBRUARY 27, 1991 __
- PLACE? TIME? -

" ((Thank you, Bill [Tayior], for that Qarm introduction.
(other'acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your powér and transform a nation through comﬁunity service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see SO many familiar faces,
so mény people making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man and womaﬂ here this mofning believes in the power of the
individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed
the land of opportunity. For 200 years, America has been the
home of démbcracy, the birthplace of free ﬁarkets and free
people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy
of the world.

From its‘start, the étorz of America has been the story of
opportunity. Throughout our history, mén and women have
pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
‘Founding Faﬁhers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history -- our Bill of Rights. Abraham
Lincoln broke forever the chains of human slavery. The suffrage
movemgnt made the promise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is th®e story of -Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
ﬁrothers and Jesse Owens. M
But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our history
books. There are just as many "new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before

is pride, and integrity, and faith in the dignity of man, and

courage to overcome the odds. It's called leadership by example
-- and it's what makes America the world's great citadel of
freedom. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --

propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to

come].
Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what

Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our
country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement
driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be
part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a
better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't
the freedom to take command of our own future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood.

But Por some, America has not yet fuXfilled iti'destin& as a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
American Dream.

I'm here to tell you that we will mot forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of

l1ife. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the

American Dream. We must offer them hope. We must gquarantee them

opportunity.

| Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening
begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
jndividual effort. Developing a skill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and

opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.

YU
More options for even greater opportunity. ./ ny /7/ (4¢ rg%? ':1h,
iﬂ (4 oo
The Administration's Education (bxll/pu Es/this kind of gho;ce ,

in the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the
best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve
educd%fon -- from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly
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—- will go to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality
education. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place 1n classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older

\ students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put

NQ!-.& in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to

$;k;ﬂ" walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one

V(\,j‘,\' :ﬁ.q around.
aht~*° Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
ijbﬂ:y least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
&%”' | may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
‘{%ﬁ% . | ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
7;“€ dealefs and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so

they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be

{%J the calualﬁticl of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
wiﬂuq for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protection
against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts

that mete out equal jhstice, swiftly and predictably, regardless

of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
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6
can only valk down the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.//
An education. A neighborhood thati!s™-safe and secure.
opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new

proposals mean starting up small businesses in enterprise zones, gl

WK : PFJ
}M?* , and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. ~That— S 0! 5C
LJ& RN }é
YonkFY
nt?”:;ff;pLitg:nnrhga And it means allowing people to take home more of their
ttba* pay. Our proposals mean economic growth and most importantly,
19 Aobs. /1
;;“v h;:fy- The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, to

’ many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering

incentives for public housing residents to move out -- and move

<7 ‘

}/Lif T 9 up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American

LY A,

Y W.sy?é' Dream. // And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to u57
W hlp

£0° \-}e the money in their IRAs to buy thpér first home. This will bring‘/
U.)}‘ »e,\[/ﬁq }’LQ{ hou.cow“grg‘o)ﬂ of/of‘ ten -Q,S/Cf—la”’ﬁw‘ Lo Lcop € GUe
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There's something reassuring about being part of a /
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pulls together in times of~crisis, that looky out for each other.

Each community in America is different, and its residents know
how best to take care of each other -- what the best options are
for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're
)chyux#c ‘restructuriﬂg programs to broaden choice at the locai level. Our
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future. S-S T’ |

of course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal
remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil
Rights bill insert to come].

But the sixties are over. And so is the civil rights
debate. That debate has been won -- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting'Rights Act of
1965.'// And the Fair Housing ActSof 1968fw77fﬂ;here are plenty
of civil rights laws on the books -- and plenty of lawyers in
courtrooms to argue over them. u

I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are
lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or
got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. \'4 sou

e w o 1liv "

Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in
the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and lives on
in the American Dream. This is our Administration's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
movement. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing
happens unless first a dream." QgI_mQngQ&g_ig_;g_mgkg;;hg_nzggm

a reality.

/‘(‘z/'?’i "
e 24 ol Y



We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our
moment in history is here. ZThe time is mow -- to fulfill

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God Bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

t#é



Valerie A. Personick he U.S. economy is projected to add an”
I other 18 million jobs by the year 2000, an

Valerie A. Personick is an
economist in the Office of
Employment Projections,
Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

T

Industry output and employment:
a slower trend for the nineties
Of the 18 million new jobs expected by ZiOOO,

the service-producing sector will dominate,

with about half added to retail trade,
health services, and business services |

average of 1.5 million per year fromé

1988. This rate of growth is slower than in the
past, when annual job gains averaged 2.3 mil-
lion over a comparable 12-year period. Slower
growth is directly tied to the expectation of less
labor force expansion over the next decade.

The 18 million new jobs are expected to be
added primarily in the service-producing sector.
In contrast, manufacturing employment is pro-
jected to shrink slightly, from 19.4 million in
1988 to 19.1 million at the turn of the century.
Among the service-sector leaders, retail trade is
expected to add 3.8 million jobs; private health
services, 3.0 million; and business services, 2.7 -
million. Government employment, especially in
public schools and in State and local safety and
general government functions, is also projected
to add about 1.6 million new jobs. Despite these
gains, the rate of growth for all these divisions
from 1988 to 2000 is much slower than that
between 1976 and 1988.

Total job growth averaged 2.3 percent a year
from 1976 to 1988, but is only expected to aver-

- age 1.2 percent annually through 2000. Job
‘growth parallels the projected growth in the

labor force. Details are in the article by Howard
N Fullerton on pp. 3-12, but in broad terms, a
slowdown in labor force growth projected for

i

|

the nineties is a continuation of a trend that
started in the late 1970’s, as the baby-boom
generation became fully absorbed into the labor
force. (Foupled with the smaller numbers of
new, young workers during the next decade is
the expectation of a slowdown in the rate of
increase of female labor force participation.

Assumptions about the overall level of eco-
nomic activity, which are also key factors
underlying the industry output and employment
projections, are in the article by Norman C.
Saunders on pp. 13-24. Economic growth, as
measured by real gross national product, is pro-
jected to average 2.3 percent a year between
1988 and 2000, and the unemployment rate is
projected to be 5.5 percent. Strong gains are
especially projected for exports, leading fo
strength in the manufacturing sector.

Three alternative scenarios were projected for
2000: a base, or ‘moderate case; a'low-growth
alternative; and a high-growth alternative. The
data discussed in this article pertain mainly to
the moderate case scenario, with a section at the
end describing the low and high projections.

Employment in major industries
Total employment is projected to rise from 118

million in 1988 to 136 million by the turn of the
century. (See table 1.) Most of these jobs, 122

Monthly Labor Review November 1989 25




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 25, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER,K%@”

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Opportunity Action Plan
February 27, 1991

I have made several suggestions on the attached draft
remarks circulated for the President's opportunity speech on
Wednesday. They are all designed to be helpful and to
strengthen the message of opportunity we are seeking to convey.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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to’ ChrJ.ss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930, by NOON, MONDAY, -

FEBRUARY 25, with a copy to this off:.ce. Thank you. -

) nssponse

PHILLIP D. BRADY
-~ - Assistant to the President
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_ ';((Thank you,. Bill. [Taylor], for that warm introduction.

(other acknowledgements) oo It's hard to believe a year has
' jpassed since the day I issued a set of- challenges to the members ;
:’of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organizntinn,’

'i :tap your power ‘and transform a nation through community service.

| [Mbre to come] )) ) ' .

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,

"»so many people making a difference in the lives of others. iif

Haet - . . E -~

: man and woman here this morning believes in the power.of the;.:;L'”
e individual, and is bolstered by the notion that Amg;iga_ig_in;;;;
A : “meke AN .

o §gg~1ggd gg opportunity.. Forzzoo years, America has been the

_ home of democracy, the birthplace of free markets and free

'people.‘ There is no guestion' opportunity in Amorios is tho envy

'?:‘cz tho world. - _ : _": : - .~“ . '-jf’

From its start, the stg;y of Ame;icg has been the story of
:pppgztgnity. Throughout our history, men and women have _
» pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our o ,'
.‘yFounding Fathers created perhaps ‘the most simple yet profound
| Yhe Conisrp/ron ANY mE _
Ldocument in modern history --: /Bill of Rights. Abraham T
o Lincoln broke feét;es-the chains-of human slavery. The suffrage,_
‘,_movement made the promise of democracy a reality for women.A The -

‘founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an f.f‘

ffeducated citizenry by 1ntroducing universal ir%; education.- 'And



truggle—tor equal rights, the leaders of the civil

irights movement,unshackledsthe oppressed and disenfranchised.‘ O

.The story ot opportunity in America is‘tue~story of“Thomas Pain@ Af"g“z
and Frederick Douglass, Mother ‘Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright -
f*._Brothers and Jesse 0wens.».,»xfi- ' -_?u; : ';=7;,‘ - :f';,f:ﬁ77; '}E

c But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our hiete=“~:-
' CE -

”1¢§ee&s There are 5&3@Les—masy "new American heroes" today, many

_ 5:of them in this room. What they share with those who went beforeﬁi
’ ;is p;igg and in;gg:i;y and :gi;n in the dignity of man, and . ‘
_gg:ggg to overcome -the odds.‘ It's called lggdgz_hin_hz_gxgmpig

:_:g_cm // R
These modern v1sionaries are the ‘ones making history - ff"ft-f
“:propelling us into the Next American Century.: [examples to jfuéif;*fé
i come] ‘ o o ) A Cle
| - Thoirs is a movemont 200 years old ‘-— as old as the
ﬁ.:Declaration of Independence - a movement defined by whatw_
‘AJefferson called "the American mind.. It continues to sweep our-.f

'“Acountry today with, a vigor as strong as ever.,,_t_ig_g_mgggmgng o

For what ig the American Dream - 1f lt isn't wanting to beliit
part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a B
_better life ‘for our children ‘than we might have had? If it isn't
-the freedom to take command of our: edﬁ-future’ o '
‘For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

"blessings of good health, hav1ng a place to call one's own,



"raisinQ.

ifamily, holding‘a Stake in the community, feeling ':figilj

”ijisecure at home and on the j°b and in the neighb°rh°°d'u'

‘ But for some, America has nct yet fquilled its" destéey as: a?ij:f
‘E land of opportunity. We know who they are- They are the hopelesstg.
’ and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful._ The destitutea"

' fand the desperate.A The unemployed and the unemployable., The

- _,ones who can't read a. simple sentence - much less write one.;:f:i_:

~__American Dream. f'

:t_for whom hope lios dormant, for whon dospair io e daily fac

'l'.flifo. wo vill not forgot those wﬁo havo not yot sharod in thon

'They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share»in the.?‘

I'm here to tell you ‘that_we vill not forgot theso Amoricansj;iu

Amorican Droam. ‘We mus; offe: them ngp o gg_mugt;mgnguﬁgg;}ﬂgﬁ;
' f, SOme have said "hope is a waking dream._ That awakening
xbegins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of g
ﬁ'individual effort. Developing a skill. And the independence it *;L;
’brings. The ability to earn a living. with dignity and R
Zopportunity for personal growth.- More skills mean more chOices.'

{Hore options for even greater opportunity.

PlofpSseS
The Administration's Education bt put this kind of ng

'in the hands of students and parents -=- so they can choose the

:best school to attend.; We! ve seen choice and competition im p;g

: 4mew&a;

education<-- from Msnneepe;#s to East Harlem., Our higher _

. LLVE,. /mamrwé
education system is clearly the finest in the world --[and highly j



f A

t's time all An(xicanc.becomc comaumors and dsmaagf =
#%aqykuﬂ‘owV'6M$Vz <aéauéw1 fﬁgﬂﬂVL fﬁgffi

We're-also proposing educaeicn reforns.to build tlexibility

"'and accountability into our schocl systeé?' We're encouraging
’teachers, parents and acministrators to work tgggthg: to meet the
’ eeds of gll students - the success of community partnerships'

' flike Cities in Schools shows that the battle to give young people

:‘, .o ' ; -
- education, direction and hope ggn be won. We mustxcut the f* C

4 s o
dropout rate -= by ensuring that every kﬁé in America arrives at

ﬁj .principles—asf] high expectations, decentralized authority, and |
. schools that are responsive, market—oriented and performance— f:A'
.tested. These will guide our efforis to. meet the national | _
'education goals set in Charlottesville - because we. can't expect
'to remain a ﬁiggt__lgsg_gggngmy if we settle for -gggng-c;asg :':

Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be
15 million new jobs. To flll those ]obs, American bu51ness will
look 1ncreasingly to growing populations - blacks and hispanics _l
';-— and to people just entering the economic mainstream - workers .
: w1th disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work out31de the

home.. Those 15 million jobs == more skilled, better paying jObS



;f{ z;learn ie there is violence in the classroom° Or crime in the

Y 'ff‘j'least 1ikely ko be able to take advantage of OPPOrt“nities

sl N ~ .."‘ AL-‘:‘
" ﬂws.nyaz'éww nxts ,fj-' S
“to. thc ones who have zesse it takes =+ a quality:.

Everyone knows the best. education[:_ 3 " classrooms )

T Dffaiy ol
S that are drug-free, safe, learning environmentsc AChildren ssanst

f.schoolyard.‘ or drug pushers along the vay home.ﬁ And older éfijif”i
students and workers £ind it hard to attend night.school or put

'iin late hours at the office - because often they're afraid to”
A&f_walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one "
-flaround. ,T<AJ‘4 I '-"u» ..ﬂ ‘.*'j ‘,:f:t?%fa.
- Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ‘one

\ ”may be . across town or even just around the corner. They're th
:i'ones defending themselves and their families from the drug Aéf
:rdealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so

they re trapped 1n their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing s

‘,Afthe hope of a better life. . ‘ _
hey re the ones who need opportunity the most.A Itris'in4
'ftheir name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
) waged. The ‘thugs, and the gangs, and,the drug’ kingpins should be_f
. Wppr 1S NESDED
: the casualitiol of this war.»ﬁyhe—weapoggyare mandatory sentences
4for using a firearm in a violent crime.' Strengthened protection -
‘against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. COurts

that mete out equal justice, swiftly and predictably, regardles5‘ S

of-race.- And a prison system that is up to the job.; hmericans



-

eag‘f" onlfi'&iit'apﬁ;the road to opportunity if the streets are

. :st.a //

-‘l; many working people, owning a home someday.. We're offering

/as/,g 70 Allow) Commus IES 7D
e

e

‘«

An education.' A neighborhood that's%safe and secure. A

'::LTOpportunity is. built on these foundations, but the ggg; is openedii?_:f
.; by one thing. A_jgb Every American who wants a job should be

"able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our: new ;
‘proposals mean starting up. small businesses in enterprise zones;zl;v .

*';and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital.-Egﬁaraif‘

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and,u.-g?fi;

incentives for public housing residents to move gg;j-- and move

= gg'---into the economic mainstream - and into the American
ff';Dream. // And we re proposing that Americans be allowed to use »
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring;': :

.‘A-?us closer to our goal of one million new homoownars by 1992.

There's something reassuring about being part of a

;neighborhood.” There's a lot to be said for a community that s
- pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each other. g
“-:'Each community in America is different, and its residents know

' how best to take care of each other - what the best options are_

for programs and serVices for those who need a hand., So we're

- oPfpkrw.
ructuri?g programs to broaden € gy the 1oca1 level. Our'



:Idebato. That debate has been won -- won by those who,decided
- :Brown vS. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacte?;

:hthe civil Rights Act of 1964'.// And the Voting Rights Actto

L'~ﬂ:the sum*yt our neighborhoods and families,,our hopes and dreams

for th‘ f‘uture. L .J. - -*ﬁ» . '—.':.

ot course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,-v‘ff

"‘and racial discrimination still exist in Americaa Where legal
o remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 civilgf.

g i‘Rights bill insert to come].

-But the aixties are over. And so is the civil rights

 Arketh i3 Wiy /szla);g/fer

& 1965. /] And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plenty -

of civil rights laws on the books - and plenty of lawyers'in

- courtrooms-to‘argue over them.’

= Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins 1n o

tﬁthe heart of every person ‘'who believes in freedom, and. lives on :f
. in the American Dream.' This is our Administration's agenda for R
‘opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the:

' .movement, The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing
,.hagpenslunless first a dream." Qu . ‘dat is t ma 2 _Dream -

- 3 ‘!féi.]i ::!:



With God's help and.yoursp we will succeed. Go@ bless th@

United States of America. Thank you very much.:__j_;‘

.
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WASHINGTON
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February 25, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: c. BoYDEN crayC#1N\
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Opportunity Action Plan -
February 27, 1991

At the request of Phillip D. Brady, I have reviewed the captioned
draft remarks. I suggest the following changes:

(1) At the top of page 4, delete the sentence that reads "It's
time all Americans become consumers and demand choice in
education." Insert in place of that sentence the following new
sentence:

It's time our primary and secondary schools also become
the finest in the world.

(2) At the end of the first full paragraph on page 4 (after "and
graduates ready to work."), insert the following new sentence:

And there are dramatic examples showing that this can
be done.

(3) Replace the paragraphs about civil rights on page 7 with the
following new paragraphs:

Of course, vestiges of the past remain. Bigotry
and discrimination still exist. But the debate is
over. We have a broad and deep consensus that totally
rejects the repugnant practices of the past. We have
powerful legal tools for eliminating discrimination,
and my Administration is enforcing our civil rights
laws with vigor.

I am also committed to refining our laws where
improvement is called for. We will soon introduce
legislation featuring strong new remedies_ for-raeial-and

i ki?;f%ﬂﬂééftwmwn

Qd\ J Lirm  serual hyssrmed”

v Qﬁd MJMm%@57évw
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I appreciate having had the opportunity to review these draft

sexual-harassment in the workplace, and I call on the
Congress to act promptly on this important initiative.

But it's also time to move on the real issues of
eco ic opportunity. As vital as our civil rights
laws are, ~lawyers do not hold the keys to opportunity.
Lawyers don't create productive jobs. Or educate and
train our people to fill those jobs. Or rebuild
devastated neighborhoods. We have plenty of lawyers
and too many lawsuits now.

Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. . .

remarks.

cc:

Phillip D. Brady
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WHITE HOUSE STAFRING MEMORANDUM

DATE:__2/26/91 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:__ ——-

SUBJECT:_PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO ASAE ON THE OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN

ACTION FY] ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a o MCCLURE 0 od
SUNUNU O 0O NEWMAN o O
SCOWCROFT o0 & PORTER 0 o
DARMAN o v ROGICH 0 n)
BRADY O V UNTERMEYER O O
CARD O [( ROGERS 0 o
DEMAREST o WINSTON _ v
FITZZWATER O [./ PETERSMEYER 0 g/ 1
GRAY 0O { BOSKIN O M
HOLIDAY 0 V O O

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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'February 25, .1991

INFORMATION

| MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT i

THROUGH: DAVID DEMARE
FROM: . MARY KATE GRANT)Z / '
. SUBJECT: ADDRESS TO ASAE ON THE OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN

I. SUMMARY -
Oon Wednesday,,Febfuary 27\ at 11:00 a.m. you will make
remarks to the American Society of Association Executives. The

_event will be held at the J.W. Marriott and approx1mately 500
- guests are expected. Your remarks are about 15° mlnutes in length

and w1ll be TelePrompted.

II. DISCUSSION

. Your remarks unve11 the Admlnlstratlon s agenda for
expanding opportunlty and choice for all Amerlcans. You will
propose six major initiatives: restoring quallty education; . _
ensuring crime-free neighborhoods; strengthening civil and legal
rights; creating jobs and new businesses; expanding access to
homeownership; and allowing- localities a greater share of
respon51b111ty



Grant/Cawley '
February 25, 1991
8 p.m. A:CIVIL-RT
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN
' FEBRUARY 27, 1991

S . ' J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL "
' 11:00 A.M.

((Thank'you, Bill-[Taylor], for that warm introduction.
_Attorney General Thornburgh andpSeoretaries Kemp, Sullivan and
Martin; our nominee for Secretary of Education, Lanar Aiekander;
‘and of course, Bob Woodson.of the Center for: Neighborhood
Enterprise [others]4f.._It's hard to believe a year hasmpassed o
since the day I chalienged the members of ASAE -- to channel the
tremendous energy of this organization, and transform a nation
'through communlty service. What a terrific job you've done.))
Looklng around the room today, 1 see so many familiar faces,_
so many people making a dlfference in the 11ves of others.’ Every '
man and woman here believes  in the power of the 1nd1v1dua1,:and

is'bolstered'by the conviction that America is indeed a land of

opportunitz. For more than 200_years,'Aﬁerica has been the home
of free'markets and free people; There is no question:
opportunity in America is the-envy of the norld. |

The story of America has‘been the story of opportunity.
Throughoutfour history, we have pioneered the frontiers of
iiberty'for all humanity. Our Foundlng Fathers created perhaps
the most 51mple yet profound document 'in modern hlstory -- our -
Constltutlon and Bill of nghts. Abraham Lincoln broke forever_‘
the chains of human slavery. The suffrage movement made the

promise of'democracy a reality for women. The founders of our
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promise‘of democracy a:reality for women. The founders of our
‘public schools unleashed our national potential through universal
| educationr And by their struggle for equal rights, “the leaders
of the 01v11 rights movement unshackled the oppressed and
disenfranchised. The story of opportunity in Amerlca is the
story of_Thomas Paine and Frederick Douglass,_nother Seton,.CIara
'Barton, the‘Wright brothers and Rosa éarks. |

But it doesn't end there, w1th these heroes from our past;

There are the "new American heroes" of today, many of them in

this room. They, too, are inspired by pride, integrity, faith in .

‘the dignity of man, and courage to overcome the odds. It's

called leadership by example -- and it's made America the world's

| areat. beacon of freedom.'//
These modern visionaries are the ones making history ;—

propelling us into the Next American Century.

- Theirs isfa movement more than 200 years old‘-r-as old as
- the Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American,mind" and what I call "the
American idea." It continnes-to sweep our conntry today with a -
‘ vigor‘as strong as ever. It is a vision driven by the strength
and power of the‘American Dream. .

I share that vision -- for what is the American Dream, if it
isn't wanting to be part'of something larger than ourselves? If

it isn't creatlng a better life for our children than we' might

“have had? If it isn't the freedom to take command of our future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the
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blessinos of good health,.having a homekto.call one's own,:<
ralslng a famlly, holdlng a stake in the communlty, feellng
secure at -home, on the job, and ‘in the nelghborhood
o But for others, America has not _yet  fulfilled 1ts promise of.
opportunlty. We know who they are: they are the hopeless and the |
: homeless. The friendleSs-and the fearful. .The unemployed and |
the unemployable. The ones who oan't read a simple sentence --
much-less write one. .'They are the ones who don't believe they |
w111 ever share in the American Dream. |
I'm here to tell any Amerlcan for whom hope lies dormant: we"
will not forget you. // We will not forget those who have not )

yet~shared in the American Dream. // Yes, we must offer them

‘hope. But we must ggarantee them opportunity. //

| It{s-heen said, "hope is a waking dream." That awakening
. .begins with_learnino. Understanding.the power and potential of
individual effort. Developinq a'skill,'and with it,
1ndependence. Earning a'livino, with dignity and’personal
'growth.- More skills mean more freedom -- more options for even
-greater opportunlty.

. Today, our Administration is proposlng an agenda to expand
opportunity and cho;ce for all Amer1cans. It involves more than
six major 1n1t1at1ves across the scope of our entire government.
-restoring quallty educatlon, ensurlng crlme-free nelghborhoods,
strengthenlng c1v11 and legal rlghts for all;- creatlng jobs and
new bu51nesses,'expand1ng access. to homeownershlp, and allow1ng

localities a greater share of respon51b111ty. In its entirety, I
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believe it represents one of the most far-reaching efforts in
5decades to unleash the talents of every citizen in America.

In a-few weeks, I w1ll have legislation to enact this agenda

- “on the desk of every cOngressman. The Administratlon s

'Educational Excellence proposals, for example, w111 put ghg;gg 1n
the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the best
school‘to‘attend. _our higher education system is clearly the:
finest in the world -- creative,linnovative, and highly |
:competitive.A From the.G.I. Bill-toi?ell Grants, college'students
already have the power to choose. Nov-it's time our education
system --:all of it -- became the finest-in the world. //

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility -
‘_and accountabllity into our school systems.' We've seen what
education reform can do -- from East L.A. to East Harlem. We're
encouraging Governors to bring'tooether teachers,-parents:and
administrators,to work,together'to meet the needs of all
. students. 'We,must.cut the dropout.rate - and ensure that every
student in America arrives at school read to learn, and |
‘graduates ready to work. //

For someftime now, the Adninistration has called for'the
restructuring of Anerican education. ‘We've got - to raise our"
‘expectations for our students and our schools. But if we're
g01ng to ask more of them, 1t wouldn't be fair to tie the hands
of the teachers and pr1nc1pals - partlcularly those who make a
difference. We need respon51ve schools -- customer-driven ones,

if you will. Schools that are more market-oriented, and
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performance-based - because 1t's tlme we recognize that
competltlon can. spur ggggl;gggg in our schools.' ghg;gg is the
-catalyst for change, the fundamental reform that drives forward~f
all the others. These-are‘the ideas will steer us toward meeting
.the national education‘goals:the Governors and l set‘aftethhe
Edncation-Summit -- because we cari't ekpect to remain a first-
: class economy if we sett1e>for second-class schools. .
‘Awaiting America's graduates will be xx jobs in xx years. To
fill those jobs,'entrepreneurs will look.increasingly to
) Americaﬁs minorities -- Blacks, Hispanics and Asians -- and to
. people 5ust entering the>economic mainstream - workers with
dlsabllltles and mothers who have chosen to work outside the
home. The majorlty of those xx mllllon ]ObS are safer, cleaner,
higher-skilled, better-paying jobs., And they will go to the ones
“who have what it takes. -- a guality education.- // |
Everyone‘knows the,best~education takes place in a safe,
~drug-free 1earning environment. It is dlfficult for children to
_ .learn if'there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or'drug pushers along the way home. And older A
_-students and workers f1nd it hard to attend nlght school or put
in late hours at the office -- because of the danger that
.darkness brlngs, especlally in crlme rldden nelghborhoods.
Low-income Americans are the ones more llkely ‘to be-
intimidated by crime and less llkely to be able to take advantage.
of opportunltles that may be across town or even just around the

corner. They're the ones defendlng themselves and thelr families



6
-from the drug dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the
—street, And so they re trapped in their homes, slowly 1051ng the
.hope of a better life. -

Theyfre:the’ones whO'need_opportunity the most, It is:in
_their name that . this battle.for the streets*of our cities must be
waged. -The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should bei
l’the casuelties of this war.- Our tactics: mandatory sentences
for uSing a firearm in a violent crime. strengthened protection.
against sex crimes and child abuse.- Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equal justice, sw1ftly and surely. And-a prison '
system that is up to the job. - Americans can only walk down the
roadgto'opportunity if the streets are safe.//

Anleducation. A neighborhood that's safe and secure.i.

Opportunity is built on these foundations but the door is opened

by one thing. A job. Every American who wants a’ job should be
able to get one. of course, vestiges of the past remain.
Bigotry and discrimination stillrexist. We have powerful legal
tools for eliminating discrimination, and I am determined to
continue Vigorous enforcement of our ciVil rights laws. //

I am committed to’ refining our. laws where they need
“improvement. We will soon introduce legislation With strong new.
remedies to protect women from sexual harassment and minorities
from" rac1al prejudice in the workplace, ‘and I call on the |
Congress to act promptly on this important initiative.

Let's remember,_the,legal guarantees of equality of

opportunity are largely in place: Brown vs. the Board of
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.'Educatlon. 1/ The civil nghts Act of 1964. // The Votlng
nghts.Act of 1965. // The. Fa1r Hous1ng Acts of 1968 and 1988.
" // The Americans with Dlsabllltles Act-of 1990. //-

Further legislation that creates a lawyer's bonanza'helps no
one.' [[Now, I know a lot of lawyers‘... Some of my best friends
_ are lawyers 11 - // But we all know where opportunxty really |
'begins. t begins with a job. // »

For our hardest hit urban areas, our new proposals mean4
attractlng the seed capital for new small bu51nesses and new.
entrepreneurs in enterpr1se zones, and ellmlnatlng the cap1tal
gains tax on bu51nesses 1n these areas. We re providing new |
‘incentives for employers to hire morelworkers. Our proposals
mean economic growth, more minority entrepreneurS‘and_most |
.importantly, jobs. //. ' - E . : -

The‘Amerlcan Dream also means choosingyﬁhere to live and,
for many working people, owningya home someday. WefreAOffering
public housind resident51access'to homeoqnership and'private |
property's-xto gain a stake in their communities. We've asked
'Congress to prov1de much-needed fundlng for the HOPE program 1n'
1991, to make this opportunlty a reallty in our inner cities thls
‘ygg;, And we're prop051ng that Americans be allowed to use the
money in their. IRAs to buy thelr first home. . These initiatives
_-w1ll bring us closer to our goal of one m1111on new homeowners by
1992. |

You know, there'sAsomething reassuring about becoming part

of a neighborhood -- a community that pulls together in times of
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crlsls, that looks out for. one’ another. Each communlty in
America is different, and its- re51dents know best ‘how to take
care of each other -- what the best options are for-programs and
services for those who need a hand. So we're prop051ng to allow
communities to restructure opportunit§ at the local;leVel.
Our strength as a nation lies 1n the strength of our

communities -- the sum of our neighborhoods and fam111es, our

_hopes and dreams for the future._,This~is our Administration's

agenda for opportunity.. It begins in the heart of every person

who believes in freedom, and lives on in the American Dream.

‘Every man and ‘woman in thls room shares its vision. The great

poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothlng happens unless flrst a
dream.“ our mandate is to make the Dream a realltx.

'We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our
moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill
America's promise as a land of opportunity for all.,

With God's help and,Yours; we will sncceed. God bless'the.

United States of America. . Thank you very much.

# ##
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Grant/Cawley
February 25, 1991
5 p.m. A:CIVIL-RT
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN
FEBRUARY 27, 1991
J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL
11:00 A.M.
((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
)‘ "
Attorney General Thornburgh and Secretaré?Kemp =thanks—so—-much
‘ﬁQr_your_han14mmge4xLixdngg§am§]S@§£e£a¥ies Sullivan and
Martin; our nominee for Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander;.
and of course, Bob Woodson of the Center for Neighborhood
_ (ot _ _
Enterprise. ~ ... It's hard to believe a year has passed since the
day I challenged the members of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous
energy of this organization,[E?p—yea@:pcwegland transform a
nation through community service. [Mone-te—ceome] ))
Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man and woman here believes in the power of the individual, and

is bolstered by the conviction that America is indeed a land of

opportunity. For more than 200 years, America has been the home
& Skt

-

—
_——

of (demeexracy;—tl Tthpla ‘:?free markeqé andé?;ee people. “b///

There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy of the

world.

(?rem-i%s—startg—ﬁhe stdrv of America has been the story of

ey e
opportunity. Throughout our history,(EQn—and—wemenJhave

pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound

document in modern history -- our Constitution and Bill of
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Rights. Abraham Lincoln broke the chains of human slavery. The
suffrage movement made the promise.of democracy a reality for

gur
women. The founders of our public schools unleashed the.nﬁweﬂkﬁﬁz
Car

potential [j, universal
education. And by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders
of the civil rights movement unshackled the oppressed and
disenfranchised. The story of opportunity in America is the
story of Thomas Paine and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara
Barton, the Wright brothers and Rosa Parks.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our past.

R 0/
There are(@gééQ"new American heroes"Vkoday, many of them in this *+
b TWe  Tp0, Al Mspiczy
ith those

t Pefo i ride, —

integrity, faith in the dignity of man, and éourage to overcome

. maple
the odds. 1It's called leadership by example -- and it's what

makes America the world's great beacon of freedom. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --

propelling us into the Next American Century. [Eéffmpées—%o
feeme1€:3

Theirs is a movement more than 200 years old -- as old as
the Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind" and what I call "the

American idea." It continues to sweep our country today with a

vigor as strong as ever. It is a vision driven by the strength

and power of the American Dream.
L wbat 15 e Ammeniso bfém /////éaaf
I share that vision -- -fer_it—is wantlng to be part of Isnf~

Tr ar né’

something larger than ourselves.;7 It is creating a better life



’ TL it s F
for our children than we might have had.” Ebt—is—the freedom to
take command of our future?7
For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the
blessings of good health, having a home to call one's own,
raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling

-

secure at home, on the jo?:Fnd in the neighborhood.
But forf;@mev America has not yet fulfilled its promise[§$=a *///

;Eu&ki%aopportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless

and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. {%he—destitute_

;nmi#the—despefatég The unemployeq_and the unemployable. The

ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.

They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the v

American Dream. . ]
I'm here to tell ~blral) we will not forget tg%EEékmErtEEﬂs

(Eor whom hope lies dormant), ' iy —3 i ;]
We will not forget those who hav%hzgg yet shared in the American
¢A N
Dream./ wé must offer them hope. We must zm them ~
N~ —
opportunity. /My
JT/ ‘s édﬂ . . ] . . /
Seme=have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening

begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill, and with it,

independence. Earning a living, .and with #& dignity and —
personal growtﬁ. More skills'mean moreJZgéééZ;:" ore options

for even.greater opportunity.

Today, our Administration is proposing an agenda to expand

opportunity and eheiee for all Americans. It involves more than



4

six major initiatives across the scope of our entire government:

bnpttti . . v
restoring quality education; e i crime-free neighborhoods;
S Wt bnvintoits

reating jobs and enterprise; expanding access to homeownership; g, A _-

allowing localities a greater share of responsibility; .aand

e

étrengthening civil and legal rights for a1£>
-

In its entirety, I believe it represents one of the most

far-reaching efforts in decades to unleash the talents of every

citizen Cc/hfeﬂqh—free—ent-enpnlse__cap;ta-l-}sﬁ (it ho t
promise of ning governme n ////jdf/pe -

dignit i L/:ng ciency -- rather than”dependency

atd despair. .
Z4@4£Jr 7§Qa¢
In a few weeks, I will have legislation to implement these -
;géizéi; the desk of every Congressman. The Administration's

Educational Excellence proposals, for example, will put choice in

the hands of students and parents, - o.they can choose the best L
' . WA, can o — ﬂQQV
school to attend.] We've seen choi g i ! s — #Wf’—
Eaql L .4 . . ~ (i
eduecation- -- from ¥=S=rmakee to East Harlem./ our higher education” <

system is clearly the finest in the world -- creative, innovativi’ -

and highly competitive. From the G.I. Bill to Pell Grants, __ .
MWD T s dme- fr mer Hiccnlion —
poyer to chgose. |It's time all Americans

p/gw}z‘ studentsvhave h

?ZA%WM—--ahurdf;==_mz£@%a OO e Kreor= in Fhe cwontel .

be ome_gpnsgpers/@nd have choice throughout our entire education —
G0 7 S 7P =

systemi& //

We're also proposing educatian reforms to build flexibility
AR

and accountability into our school systems.”y We're encouraging

/
Governors to bring together teachers, parents and administrators
éff?ﬁ—tns:de“and outgide—the—scﬁﬁsrﬂaﬁﬁxﬁbto work together to L
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President made this decision:

* based cu the liberalwation of Scviet
cmigration policy in recent years by
which an estimated 360800 people
willl eanigrale in 1930;

« after
policy will comtinne, and

* to make fed aveiloble to the Soviet -

Union ir Bie form of up to $1 billion in
Commodity Crodit Corporation (CCC)
cerclit guarantees for the purchase of
U3, agaicoitural products.

The President’s aaiver wilk be volid omtd
at lezst Judy 31991, at which Howe ke wiil
geed ko determine whether o extend the
amiver.
on Jackson-¥anik, be doss not, plan ot this
time to send the US.-Sovict brade agres-
ment, signed duwing the Wadhington
summit in Jume 1920, o the Congress. Only
when the foeds agreement is apgroved by
Cangress and takes cffect conld the Soviet
Unicn receive mnst-favered-vation irading
statms,

The immedigte effect of the President’s
action i 4o make the Sovict Union eligible
for export credit gunrsntees under the DCC
General Sales RManasger program for the
porchese of Americsm sgrculiural products,
This forn of food assistance responds to
Soviet requesis for credit gunranters and
will hielp the Soviet authoritles address car-
remt &iﬂmﬂa@u'ﬂhwﬁmwﬂﬂm
restore Soviet elighility Jor Export-Rm
Bmkae!iitsandcmditmnleﬁ.}iﬁ
or, the Sievensim cmendrnent lo ike Ex-fm
Bamk Aci and fhe Byrd Amendment to the
1974 Trade Act Bmit crexdits snd guarsntees
to $300 millioo, with a subhesiling of 840
{Bn;ll;irm and other restrictions en Kx-lwm

credits ar guarastess in suppost of the
fossil foed industry. ’

In accordance with the requirelents of
Jackson-Vanik, before formally cxecuting o
waiver the President will repori to Con-
£ress bis deicominabion $hat a waiver will
m!mfxntiallypmnmteiisﬁ-eadnmofmi—

(» Bration ghjectives in the Sovict Union. This

B regquived assurances om Soviet ernigra-

The President has decided to establish a
mixed publicqpuivete medica) sssistance
ea‘fu:tlohe!ptl:eSaeietUnkmﬂm!wilh
scote, immediate shostages of phsrsmocculi-
would rely oo private volmilszy orgenize-
Yoms, wiith 0.8 Covemment zupport, lo
cal sgpplies within the Soviet Umion. At
least imitiody, these medicines and supplies
n!z#t;];edwnledbyﬂ..‘iﬁnns.

task forve, with EvEs
i U3t T
unisry orgamizations, will be set up to eco-
i and fecilitste the overall selief

effext.

¢ The Agency for Intemationd Develop-
ment (AID} will contset private volum-
tary organizations wnd pharmeceutical
firms to solicit donations. AID will pro-
yxie Enancial assistance lo porticipat-
ing private vohantary ocganizations.

= US. private volumtary orpanizstions
will organize, deliver, and distribute
privately denated medical and phanma-
?;:fh‘al supplies in the Soviet Uniom.

- 5. Embassy fn Meseow, working
with Seviet authorilies in ihe cesmtral
poverument and at the sepublic and
city level, and with U.S. private volum-
tary organizations already in the Soviet
Union, will work to identdy specific

The maguitude of the program and the

specific motevials to be provided will
depend oo both this detailed assessment of
nﬂ:n:dsanddmmtenlnfwivaleinmeslin

Ideally, ULS. auistance will be tangeted

specific groups in the popadation needing

report will also siate that he has received medical supplies {e.g.. dispessble swinges

2024
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thase with leukemin, eke.).

White Bleuse Fact Sheet an Technical
Assistence in Food Phstribution sod
hfarketing for the Sevict Union
Bevembar 12, 1390

The United Siates is prapaced to send to
the Soviet Union this month z team of pri-
vate and public seclor ezperts in the feld of
food distribukion and muarkeiing The team's
mizsion will be o sssess the problems of
food distyibmtion, and provide techmicnl as-
sistamce 1o centyal, republic, and Jocal au-
thoriiies in the Soviet Union.

The team will identify ways to strengthen
amdl support market forees in he Soviet
Unton's foed marketing system, consider af-
ternatives to assist vminerahle populstions,
and recommend measmres o improve the
availehility of food to the Soviet peopie.

The team will include expests from the
US. private sechor, universities, private vol-
untary organizations, and the U.S. Govern-
ment. Team members will work closely
with Soviet Government afficials, &s weli as
officials of the republic grvemnments.

Excerpt of the Whike Milouse Faet Bheet
on the Sovict Undon sod Intersaltonsal
Finzncicl Institeticas

Decenber 12, 1980

The President hes prepesed a special as-
sociation of the Sovict Undon with the Intes
natiomal Monetary Fund (MF} amld the
World Bank that will give Moscow aceess 1o
the econamic amd finaneial expertise in
thase institutions. He has asked Secretury
the Treasury Brady, as US. Goverpor of the
BMF amd Workd Bank, to pursue this propos-
al with the mstitutions and other countuies
and to develop with them the necessary
new arrangertents,

We believe it is rest for the Soviet Union
to estabiish such a relatiznship with these
institutions before addressing the issue of
fdl membership.

Eemsaks at the Jobs for Ameniea's
Graduates Awends Cezensony
December 12, 1890

Thamk you, Covermer McKemon, for
those very Lind words, And let me also
thank you, given all you have on yoar plale,
for your responsibilities sad services—chuair-
man, 3 also want to single cut just a few

scivati
those who don’t know this, of the ezecutive
commmittee of Jubs for Americas Gracduvates;
Een Smith, who—for the president; Julie
Nixa Eisenhower, who's done an awfel It
to make this day posible through ber comr-
mdtment

And, of course, | want to salute the othors
that are with us: Govermor Wilder of Virgin-
ia end Governor Castle ks here from Dela-
were; Governar Stephens of Moniana. And
then Kit Remd, a former Governmer [of Rits
souri], 1 nderstomd is with us) and there he
is over here. And then especially to salute
Pete Du Pont, the former Goverpor of
Delaware, whe really presided over the
genests and really with a sticzulating wozd
and theupht behind sl of this. And 'm de-
ighted to be with oll of you distinguished
people who have made sach 3 contribulion.

Also, T saw easlier Bili Drock, a foomer
Senstor, and I know of his interest in all of
this, 100, And I want bo eotigeatulate thase
Covernors rot hers; it afl adds up to a lokal
of 19 Covernors being horored here today.
And then agzin, 1 see a ok of those n town
who do the heavy hiiing when it comes to

pporting 20l these worthy cavses. And I
want fo thauk each and cvezy one of yon
and your forndstions and your compantes
for secing the light and getting out font an
this importeant one.

My own inkevest, as Jock says, dates back
o the very begimniog—not reslly the begin-
ning because Pete gets the evedit for that—
bat bacdc bo iy hime oa the board of divec-
tors, when the JAG-—Jobs for America’s
Cradupies—was nothing moee - than  this
idea with plenty of promise. And that's why
it is with special pride that [ meet with all
of you, the cnes, literally, who have taken
the iden and put it Bite setion with, [ think,
spectacnlar resuits.
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to shine the spotlight on the success stocies.
Barbarz calls # being a cheerleader. Well,
dhe’s dam good at it, too, I might add. But I

we vuniaged in having this spe-

2
E

. And it's all for ome simple reasom: Bt
works; JAG wodis.
Takealooka.!tbeniﬂ;lisﬁm:%pumentnf

_tiom. And JAG sceomplished all this at half

the average cost of cther youth employ-
ment Progranms.

Fou've been especially effective, T'd sy,
in the inner cibies. XKids from Jow-income
househnlds, whose plans for the foture don’t
incinde college mul may not even include
finishing bigh school—JAG tabes sim at
these at-visk kids; the ones who, withoat the
vight help, withomt the right encoumage-
ment, might find themselves ont of schood,
o their own, noe hope, ne with-
out a fisture, if you will. JAG catches these
kids before ey drap through the cracks—
20,000 last year zlone.

Amd since 1 know a little about ihis orge-
nization, E know that yon're not resting om
your laurels. Tm i pleased  that,
with what fock mid here, thot JAG has
juined this patdonwide Points of Light
mavement with today’s anmcuncement that
each participant will be expected lo engoge
i commumity service activities. JAG's been

extendl. this inner-city outreach, expand this
proven program to as wmeny cities and
schools as possible, It's my hope that, before
long, there will be a Johs for Amexica’s

Gradnates progrom in evesy State in this
country hecanse os great as it is to see these
award winners here loday-—and I enet with
them upstairs—there’s a plaee in this room
fer all 50 Governors to be here. Ard it's no
sorpise to e that this soccess is teking
place them at the State and local level.

Last fail, as the Gowernors and I forged
oay bistorie partneriip at the adecabion
summit, we recogoized that exccllemre im
education required am effirt that was bot
Federal bul paticaal, one that brought ail
level of government togetber in cooumon
cause o improve Aomerics’s schooks. We've
ot to followy through on these gosls.

1 might say pareothetically just a word
about a very new developraent. This mom-
fog, Secretary Cavazos, the Secrctary of
Education, my dear [riead, resigned as See-
yetary. And I think of the coatribuiion he
made to establishing these outional schools.
And 1 think the ecuntry will always be very,
wvery grateful to him for his service to conn-

éncc then, since thet get-togeiker, we've
made res) progress. A set of six national

underway. And st fnt somamit, as Jook well
knows—Governor McKemen—the CGover-
ners also committed o mmderighe n major,
State-by-State effort to westraciure the edo-

critical to chiz reform effort: corperate Jead-
ers, who know education is the key to com-
petitiveness; Govemors, from Maine to Cali-
fornia, alomg with lop education officils
from esch Skete; temchers amd primed
whose daily dedication aud ocommmitment
will moid tomorrow’s citizens; and Boally,
students, young people, for whon ihe word
edication rmesns bope and happiness, op-
portunity, and achieverment.

Let me explain to all of you dbeot what 1
mean, just briclly, shout restructuring otic
schools. TTl limikt xoyself to the hooad primet
ples, because the Iast thing we need if we
want resl restructuring is a set of preserp-

Adwministeation of George Bush, 1990 f Dec. 12

tious, 2 buresucrutic uepring from on-high
Washingion, mandating the Siates.

One of the keys to this appeoach & em-
And central to cmpowerment i this con-
cept of choice—empewering parents o
decide which schoel #s bast for their chil-

dreu.(llma%ﬁi see, is the estaiyst for
champge, the orrn that drives

frowand =il the othes.
Tt e Iay out Jive principles that shonld
schoels,

guide our effosts fo restructure our

principles that empowsr parenks, expand
choice, and cucourage excellence in edura-
bien: high ecapectations, decentralized au-

itan already compared o
our chief jndmstrial eomgpetitors. Awmerica
can't setile for a2 C sverage if we really
imean ko and get ahead. America’s
schools must, and will, aspire lo word-class
standards.

pscp Bhe dithes

Caee Yo a]l,
otr schioolks yocoess xn't the size of the bu-

rezuerscy. We succead of faill one simdeot
s a time. Awd the secret is ihe primed

alive. For years, we've stified cur schools
with reqgoirements and yedizpe. Let’s give
our schooks sometiing teachers amf primci-
palis don't have evough of: awthority. Amd
thm“;m'shuldﬂmmmwmmﬂebrﬁne
resul

their kids, That's ceniral to the comoept of

chafce bas BE
hi=s t parents inte the precess, inio

that whole process of shapimg their Xids

education. We need schools Bhat arc open
to the mpit frean the business covumomnity,
rentwerkd nstitutiony that can work with
our schools to edveate the ind of employ-
ecs theyll nced tomarrow. I we want
schicols that work we've got to realize that
there im’t any centrafized moncpely oo
wisdom.
Fourth, restructunng means maldeg cur
schools more _market-criented. We loow
cEmpetitisn mems m e busiess
world s time we recognize that competi-

JéggmjmmsgﬂéﬂaﬁuﬂﬁgﬁggfDﬂ
them open their dooss to exps -
side ihe teaching profession who are wiling
+p share their wixdom in the schools, We've
got 1o expand wint they coll alteensiive

iop 2ad lap the weakth of teaching
m our scciety. There’s a Lot of talent ont
there that's preciuded by mindless reguls-
Hon from partizipating in our schools as
beachers. Tap the wealth of #hat teaching
talent thoi's been kept gut of She classrooa:
simoply because they kack a beaching corkifi-
cate.

amd

spent, ol the hardware wd software, statés-
tics and stadies cavnot be aflowed to ob-
score the ope measmre that motbess. And
what mmaMers i what wosks, resuts, what

their own failere. Well, let’s do the same
thex for our xchools.

as we lead America forward to what I hepe
will be an educalion renaissanoe, a syshem
that ean compele with any in the wworkd
We've got to cedouble our efforts to achieve
these goals, This restucturing meast take

2027
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place. [ dom't huwe to tell the corpozate
leadess i this room that Amerira can't
expeelwremainuﬁrsl-dassmyifwe
soitle for secondrate schools. And ek me
assure you, there is a role in this restrucho-
ingl'uteveryimdyr]:em.fm-yum energy, for
your ideas, for your commitment o educa-
tional excellenec.

Before T cose, let me just thmk oaece
again the companies and the foundations
arxd the individuals whese contributions
kelp keep Jobs for America’s Graduates
guing stromg. The help you provide lo each
young person dterally lsiks a lifetime. Amd
to those students bere with vs today, let me
me ask sormething else as well. Just as
yow've been helped slong the way, make it
wm?miontom“ﬂywrhmﬂwﬂl
the other kids ke you who have everything
they oeed to swceead exeept emcoursge-
mient.

So, once agsin, I reafly wanted o coma
ever here, Jock, to thank you, o thank the
otber Governars and Senators that are with
uws here ioday, thank you for sll you're
doing to help the kids of this country. May
ywauhaveawundeﬂu]lynm}'(mziit—
wmas. And may God bless the United States.
Thank you very, vexy moch.

Aotz The Presidont spoke at 1235 pom. én
she ballroos: s¢ the Nationol Press Club. In
bis remarks, he referred fo Cov. foha A
bcRernan, Senglor Charles 8. Robl, Julic
Nison Fizenhower, and Chrisicpher S
Bowd, chatrman of the boand of directors,
hairman of the execrtive comsities, chotr-
wan of fhe vesourca ¢ commi-
ez, and member of the boerd of directors
of jobs for America’s Gradustes, respective-
fxv. A fspe wos not oveileble for cevificotion
of the content of these remarke.

Eaeculive Order 12737 Precident’s
Commdssion o0 Erviromnentat Juality

By the mutherity vested in moe as Presi-
dent by the Comstitution and the laws of
the United Stztes of America, and in order
to esiablish, in accordunce wilh the provi-

2028

sioms of the Federal Advisory Cocmmittee
Act, as amended (5 US.C. App.), an adviso-
rymmmitteemlmvirmnnenmlqmliiy,ﬁis
hereby ardered as follows:

Sertion ). Establishment, There is estab-
Eshed the President’s Commisdon on Eavi-
ronamental Quality (Comenission™. The
Commission shall comprise not more than
25 members lo be by the Presi-
dent. One of the membess shall be the
Chairman of the Comncd on Environmentzl
Qunliky.'l'heremamingmembems}nnbe
have expericice in vavious aspects of envi-
romment:! wod notoral resourees ooaltess.
The Chairman of the Council oo Envirom-
mentsl Quality shall serve as Charman of
the Commisson and shall report directly to
the President.

Ser. B Functions. {a The Commdssion,
tovugh the Chainean, shail advise the
President on matters invelving envixonme-
tal quality. -

(b} The Chairman may, from fime to
tume, invite experis to submit information
to the Conmission spd msy direct Ihe
s=mbers b investigate and report to the
issues of maticas] consequence.

Sec. 2 Adwministration. (a} The heads of
enscubive agencies shall, to the extent per-
miited by }uw, provide to the Commision
such fnfoomation with Tespect o eavinon-
renizl amd netucsl resvarces mmtters a5 the
Cemmission Teguires for the mpose of caz-
rying but its functions.

{b) Members of the Comumission shall
serve without avy compensation for thelr
woilkc on the Commission. However, mem-
bers appointed from among private citizens
of 1he United States ray be alloned travel

including per diem in Heu of sub-
sistenoe, £8 pmthorized by lawr for persons

ity
{d) The Office of Administration shall, oo
a reimbursaiile hagis, pravide swch adminks-
trative services as may be reguired.
Ser. £ Ceneml Notwithetandimg any
other Rxecutive order, the fomctions of the

Administration of Genrge Bush, 1996 / Dec. 13

Presidert imder the Federal Advisory Cam-

by the Ceuncil en Envircomental Guality in
aecond with the goidelimes and procedures
estoblished by the Administrator of Genernl

[Filest with the Offics of the Federal Regis-
ter, 11:2F am., December 13, 1900}

Bemsarics st the Presentation Ceremony
for the Melcalzn Baldvige Natienal
Quality Awaeds -

me here. P'm delighted Bo se2 all of your. 1
wamnl to single ont cor Science Adviser that
was 10 be bers, Alizn Bromdey—1'm not
ave he is—but in amy event, very much
intercsted in Bs whele fleld of compel-
tiveness. Dick Truly of NASA—s Joen stake
in seeing the wquality of af performed, I
want to sstute the Cadillac ] manager

i chrinmen of the board of Federal Ex-
prexs, who's with s, Fred Smith—well be
seeing these afl in a bit; and John Wallace,
from Fowston, who i the CEOQ of the Wal-
lage Company.

And thea I also want o salute the Mem

these winners. fad I'm prood to see some
wha weee banored Iasg year.

1 wank to zingle cut Bob Mosbacher here,
wh ix doing 2 splendid §ob as our Secretary
of Commerce. A guality job I might say.
Quality s it Quality for our adminisiralion.
And we're here today to present these foor
awards, as I say, naged for another man of

quakhity, and that again is former Secvetary

° Mac Baldeige. What 2 great goy.

He war—ymu koow, some Sorget this, bak
Mac, prior to bereming Secretary of Com-
‘merce, was a fue leadar in beslaes. And
when it came business, he really did vnder-

some sogan or an od campaign. And be
imew that it begins with winning and keep-
ing bosiness. And B begins with mmdertand-
fng that only costomers can define guality.
Ard in shost, it begins and ends with the
mecemtimental judgment of the market-

Once quality separated winning firmns
from sloggish apss. That thoe bas long since
paued. And with the ferce competition of
the internationa] market, quality :neans sur-

The revewed ooounitment by America is
quality car b peen in the exphosion of op-
plicstions o Teceive the Baldrige Award. In
ot a ferw yoars, the National Quality Awaid
has Gkerally become the standod of basi-
ness cxcellence. And the renewed spirit o
excelence in business, of maeking guality an

bebind ihis awvacd. And s & nabional par

pose.

So, we're here today not only to honoe
these b deserving firms, but to peomeole
am aworeness of qoadity in fomericam bush
mess and tp share suecessful reanagement
srstogies, Stategies thal cam, indeed
Ameries’s fead in the world max
kotphace, Fach of these conpanies offen
umigue Jessems, But these four companie
also foumed success in a Few hasic principles

theongh orpamieati 3
ments and offices. A quality coiture doe:
And Sinally, these wineing compardes ks

Do
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meet the needs of all students. We must(?;@@ cut the dropout
Loagnre
rate -~ by emsuring that every student-k&d in America arrives at

school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For some time now, the Administration has called for the
restructuring of American education. Five principles should
guide our efforts: high expectations; decentralized authority;
and schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-
tested. These will steer us toward meeting the national

education goals the Governors and I set after the Education

Summit -- because we can't expect to remain a first-class economy

if we settle for gecond-class schools.
Awaiting America's graduates by_the—yean—gg

million new—3jebs. To fill those jobs, Ameriean entrepreneurs
nladek mino~atd Eg ofe s

will look increasingly to(@ast—gyew¢ﬂg—pepu;at4e%§}a-—b}aeks,

hispanics and asians -- and to people just entering the economic

mainstream -{gorkers with disabilities and mg;?ers who have

The s %
chosen to work outside the home. 'fhos;uz§§million jobs -jéfigg

/ , 7/24&%’&/ —
A are-=mere—skitled, tter-paying jobs ¢~ will go to the ones who

have what

/]

ﬂmeQjI.takes -- a quality education.

a.
Everyone knows the best education needs

drug-freey safe, leaxning environmengﬁ. It is difficult for

children to learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or

crime in the schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home.
And older students and workers find it hard to attend night

school or put in late hours at the office -- because often

—_—
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they‘re—afra¥d-—to walk home after dark, or leave the house-with %{/)/
' P2

Intimidated by Trime, low-income Americans are +he—enes.
likll o b InTimidlad /= erime sl
likely toib%:gﬁiﬁ;ﬁg?tak advantage of opportunities. that

may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so

they're trapped in their homes(:;;

the hope of a better 1life.
They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be

waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
Qur 7aeireq

the casualties of this war. @H&at—-}s—need@ are mandatory

sentences for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened
protection against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough
prosecutors. Courts that mete out equal justice, swiftly and
surely. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
can only walk down the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.//

An education. A neighborhood that's safe and secure.
Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A _job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. Of course, vestiges of the past remain.
Bigotry and discrimination still exist. We have powerful legal

L e Athermmed "4
tools for eliminating discrimination, and my—Administratien_is

enfereing- our civil rights laws with vigor.
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I am committed to refining our laws where 1mprovement«
ea&%e&—fer? We will soon introduce legislation ﬁeatu;;ng strong \
new remedies to protect women from sexual harassment and )
minorities from racial prejudice in the workplace, and I call on
the Congress to act promptly on this important initiative.

;&@on know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are

1aWYers.bE§EE/p%7bne ever learne of;i;ifg;/;g;
got a jo here. Or rebui i Or (gave ost soul

the will to Iive

Bod— e all baow
Wé_ﬁ3ve~p1ent¥~g£_;gyyg£§_gnd_too—many_lawsuit§;>ﬂbportunity

doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins with a jobijPFor our

hardest hit urban areas, our new proposals mean attracting the
Nl Svall M)

seed capital for -smed3 businesses siart=ups and entrepreneuriad— S

ackiwdLy in enterprise zones, and eliminating the capital gains

tax on businesses in these areas. We're providing new incentives

yr =
for employers to hire more workers. Our proposals meaggeconomic

T Sl I
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The American Dream also means choosing where to live and,

growthiand most importantly, jobs. //

for many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering

doeleq Fo vané&uhu&zw% Y A
public, hou51ng residents > i e} homes and

%ﬂ/zn /. §7‘a//Lc/
g:lﬁ:;Zé=s£ake in their communities. We've asked Congress to
provide much-needed funding for the HOPE program in 1991, to make

this opportunity a reality in our inner cities this year. And

we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use the money in
their IRAs to buy their first home. These initiatives will bring

us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.
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There's something reassuring about betFg part of a
neighborhood -- a community that pulls together in times of
crisis, that looks out for saeh other. Each community in America
is different, and its residents know best how to take care of
each other -- what the best options are for programs and services
for those who need a hand. So we're proposing to allow
communities to restructure opportunity at the local level:ﬁpour
strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future.

This is our Administration's agenda for opportunity. It
begins in the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and
lives on in the American Dream. Every man and woman in this room
shares iﬁs vision. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that
"nothing happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make
the Dream a reality.

We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our
moment in history is here. The time is now ~-- to fulfill

America's promise as a land of opportunity for all.

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

¥ ##



sexual haragsment itHENWHITEKHOMSE and I call on the
Congress to act promptly. on this, important initiative.

But 's also time to move on the real issues of
economic gpportunity. As vital as our civil rights
laws are,| lawyers do not hold the keys to opportunity.
Lawyers don't create productive jobs. Or educate and
train our people to fill those jobs. Or rebuild
devastated neighborhoods. We have plenty of lawyers
and too many lawsuits now.

Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. . . .

I appreciate having had the opportunity to review these draft
remarks.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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from the drug dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the
street. And so they're trapped in their homes, slowly losing the
hope of a better life. |

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casualties of this war. Our tactics: mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protection
aéainst sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equal justice, swiftly and surely. And a prison
system that is up to the job. Americans can only walk down the
road to opportunity if the streets are safe.//

An education. A neighborhood that's safe and secure.
Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. Of coursé, vestiges of the past remain.

Bigotry and discrimination still exist. We have powerful legal
tools for gliminating discrimination, and I am determined to

ComhwR Uigeeus ManS Q)
enforcefour civil rights lan& i //

I am committed to refining our laws

need improvement.
We will soon introduce legislation with strong new remedies to
protect women from sexual harassment and minorities from racial
prejudice in the workplace, and I call on the Congress to act
promptly on this important initiative.

Let's remember, the legal guarantees of equality of

opportunity are largely in place: Brown vs. the Board of
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Education. // The Civil Rights Act of 1964. // The Voting

7

Rights Act of 1965. // The Fair Housing Acts of 1968 and 1988.
// The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. //

Further legislation that‘?é\simp y|a lawyer's bonanza helps
no one. Now, I know a lot of lawyers ... Some of my best friends
are lawyers. i :

eqgi
For our hardest hit urban areas, our new proposals mean
attracting the seed capital for new small businesses and new
entrepreneurs in enterprise zones, and eliminating the capital
gains tax on businesses in these areas. We're providing new
incentives for employers to hire more workers. Our proposals
mean economic growth, more minority entrepreneurs and most
importantly, jobs. //

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and,
for many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
public housing residents access to homeownership and private
property -- to gain a stake in their communities. We've asked
Congress to provide much-needed funding for the HOPE program in
1991, to make this opportunity a reality in our inner cities this

ear. And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use the
money in their IRAs to buy their first home. These initiatives
will bfing us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by
1992.
You know, there's something reassuring about becoming part

of a neighborhood -- a community that pulls together in times of
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INSERT A

But educating our citizens isn't just the responsibility of the
President and the governors. Nor is it just the respons1b111ty of
teachers, administrators, or even parents. Education is everyone's
respon51b11 ty. Concerned citizens in Houston understand this
obligation. here a partnership has been formed among the Houston
school district, the Junior League and the Neuhaus Foundation. The
Junior League réqrults volunteers like banker, Tim Arnoult, who
takes time out teo teach elementary school classes, wh11e the
teachers he and otﬁér volunteers relieve get enhanced training at
the Foundation. Another Houston program, one coordinated by Enron,
provides discounts from- 24 neighborhood businesses, ranging from
fast food restaurants to record shops for students at an area high
school who maintain good grades, giving the youngsters a tangible
incentive to succeed in school.

INSERT B

Just as education isn't just the responsibility of the education
establishment, so crime prevention isn't'just the responsibility
of the criminal justice system. Consider programs like Mldnlght
Basketball, the 124th Daily Point of Light. Concerned by a rising
tide of juvenlle crime, citizens in Hyattsv111e Maryland organized
late night basketball games and tutorial sessions to provide
positive alternatives to criminal activity. The crime rate has
dropped by 65% N\

INSERT C
But jobs can't be produced by tax law changes alone. f\think of
programs like the Alpha Project in San Diego. This program hires
homeless people at $6 or more per hour to work on construction
projects. Volunteers, ranging from retired carpenters to college
students;, teach employable skills, while providing free food,
shelter and clothing until the homeless earn enough money to 11ve
on their own.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN
FEBRUARY 27, 1991 _
- PLACE? TIME? i

((Thank you, Bill (Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service.

Mﬁe? apperFawrhsy . Iu,

Looking aropfid the room today, I see so many familiar faces,

[More to come] ))

so many people{making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man and woman here this morning believes in the power of the
individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed

the land of opportunity. For 200 years, America has been the

home of democracy, the birthplace of free markets and free
people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy
of the world.

From its start, the story of America has been the story of
opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have
pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history =-- our Bill of Rights. Abraham

Lincoln broke f£oFf

v “%the chains of human slavery. The suffrage
movement made the/promise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our/public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citiZenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is ‘the story of -Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens. | |

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our history
books. There are just as manyl"new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before

is pride, and integrity, and faith in the dignity of man, and

courage to overcome the odds. It's called 1eédership by example
-- and it's what makes America the world's great citadel of
freedom. // | !

These modern visionaries are the ones making hiétory --
éropelling us into the Next American Century. .[examples to
come]. | |

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Ihdependence -- a movemént defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind.“ It conﬁinues to sweep our
country-today with a>vigor as strong as ever. It is a mbvement
driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be
part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creatiné a
better life for our children than we might have had? 1If it isn't
the freedom to take command of our own future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good héalth, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at hom on the job and in the neighborhood. -

But for some, America has not yet fulrfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
American Dream.

I'm here to tell you that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of
life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the

American Dream. We must offer them hope. We must guarantee them

opportunity.

Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening
begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
More options for even greater opportunity.

The Administration's Education bill puts this kind of choice
in the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the
best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve
education -- from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly
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competitive. It's tim all Americans become consumers and demand
choice in education.

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
and accountability into our school system. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administrators to work together to meet the
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities.in Schools shows that the battle to give young people
education, direction and hope can be won. We must cut the
dropout rate -- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at
school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nothing short of the restructuring of American education.

Let me lay out the five principles that should guide our efforts
to empower parents, expand choice and encourage excellence. The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national
education goals set in Charlottesville -- because we can't expect

to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class

schools.

Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be
15 million new jobs. To fill those jobs, American business will
look increasingly to growing populations -- blacks and hispanics
-- and to people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers
with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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-- will go to/the ones who have what it takes -- a guality
education. N//

Ever§one knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one
around.

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug

dealers and muggers down the hall, or e the street. And so

they're trapped in their homes, fearful and

the-hope~o T g petter~iife.

waged. The thugs, and the gangs,

the casualities of this war.

that mete out e justicg, swiftly and i , regardless

of race. And a frison system that is up to the jol. Americans
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can only down the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.//

An education. A neighborhood that!s™safe and secure.
opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new
proposals mean starting up small businesses in enterprise zones,

and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed That

means removing the disi eés facing those on welfare who want

S e

means allowing people to take home more of thelr

énd most 1mporta ly,

P“é‘: itk
gg Jw

so means cﬁ%ﬂging where to and, to

owning a home someday. ﬁh&igxsffering

public housing residents to move out . gnapmove -{LL

// And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to_;

the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will brlng
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992. j' “

(1
neighborhood. There's a lot to be said for a community thag; t' P

There's something reassuring about being part of a

pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each o~ er.
Each community in America is different, and its residents knowyéﬁﬁ%ﬁu
how best to take care of each other -- what the best options aré

for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future. - % --

Oof course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal
remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil
Rights bill insert to come]. S ! I ffq”

But the sixties are over. And so is the
debate. That debate has been won -- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of
1965. // And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plenty
of civil rights laws on the books -- and plenty of lawyers in
courtrooms to argue over them.

I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are
lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or
got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul

the will to live one more day.

pportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in

the heakt of every person who believes in freedom, and lives on
in the erican Dream. This is our Administration's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream



We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill
America's destiny as a land of opportun for all. -

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

f##
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Grant/Cawley
\ : February 21, 1991
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN

FEBRUARY 27, 1991 _
- PLACE? TIME? )

((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this oréaniiatibn,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service. .
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see sO many familiar faces,

so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every

man and woman here this morning'believes in the power of the

individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed
_thé land of opportuﬁity. For 200 years, America has been the
home of aémocracy, the birthplace of free markets and free
people. There is no question: opportunity in.Ameriéa is the envy
of the world.

From its start, the story of America has been the story of
' opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have
pioneered the frontiers of_liberty for all humanity._ Our
Fouhding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in moaern history -- our Bill of Rights. Abraham
Lincoln broke forevef ﬁhe chains ?f human slavery. The suffrage
movement made the promise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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.
by their étruggle for equal righté; the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.

The story of opportunity in America is th® story of -Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens. '

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our history
books. There are just as many "new American heroes" today, many
of .them in this room. Whét they shareiwifh those who went beforé
is pride, and inte rity, and faith in the dignity of man, and
courage to overcome the odds. It's called leadership by exampile
-- and it's what makes America the world's great citadel of
freeaom. /1l | -

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --

propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to

come].

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as fhe
Declaration of'Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our

country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement
driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be
part.of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a
better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't
the freedom to take’comﬁénd of our own future?

‘ For.most peoplé, these aspirations meanAenjoyihg the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood.

But For some, America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeiess
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less writé one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
American Dream.

I'm here to tell you that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of
life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the
American Dream. We must. offer them hope. We must guarantee them

opportunity.

'Some have said "hope is a waking dream;" That awakening
begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Deveioping a skill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
More options for even greater opportunity.

The Administration's Education bill puts this kind of choice
in the hands of students and pérents -- so they can choose the
best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve
éducatiqn -- from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our higher |

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly
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competitive. 1It's time all Americans become consumers and demand
choice in education. |

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
andﬂaccountability into our school system. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administfators to work together to meet the
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities.in Scﬁools shows that the battle to give young people
education, directioﬁ and hope can be won. We must cut the
dropout rate -- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at
school 'ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

for quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nofhing short of the restructuring of American education.
Let me lay out the five‘principles that should guide our efforts
to empower parents, expand choice and encourage excellence. The
principies are: high expectations; decentralized autﬁority; and
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national
education goals set in Charlottesville -- because we can't expect
to remain a first-class economy if we setfle for second-class
schools. |

Awaiting America's graduaﬁes over the next 20 years will be
15 million new jobs.‘ To £ill those jobs, American business will
look increasingly to growing populations ;- blacks and hispanics
~- and to people just entering the economic mainstream--- workers
with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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-- will go to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality

education. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. -Children cannot
learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hburs at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after-dark, or leave the house with no one
around. |

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advaﬁtage of opportunities that
may be across town-or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
déalers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly_losing
the hope of a better life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
'their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and thé drug kingpins should be
the casualities of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengtheﬁed protection
against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equal justice, swiftly and predictably, regardless

of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
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can only walk down the road to opportunity if the streets are

safe.//

An education. A neighborhood that!s™-safe and secure.
opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new
proposals mean starting up small businesses in enterprise zones,
and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. That
means removing the disincentives facing those on welfare who want
to work. And it means allowing people to take home more of their
pay. Our proposals mean economic growth and most impdrtantly,
jobs. // |

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, to
many working people;'owning a home someday. We're offering
incentivés.for public housing residents to move out -- aﬁd move
up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American
Dream. // And_wé're proposing that Americans be allowed to use
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.

There's something reassuring about being part of a
neighborhood. There's a lot to be said for a comﬁunity that
pulls togethef in times of crisis, that looks out for each other.
Each community in America is different, and its residents know
how best to take care of each other -- what the best options are
for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring programs to broaden choice at the local level. Our
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities -
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the fﬁture. - T -

Of course, vestiggs of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal
remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 civil
Rights bill insert to come].

But the sixties are over. And so is the civil rights
debate. That debate has been ggé]—- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted
the Civil Rights‘Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of
+1965. // And the Fair Houéing'Act of 1968. //(:éhere are plenty
‘of civil rights laws on the books =--.and plenty of lawyers in
courtrooms to argue over théE}.

'I know a lot of lawyers. Some of mY‘bgst friends are

lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or

got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul

the will to live one .more day.

dpportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in
the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and lives on
in the American Dream. This is our Administrition's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
movement. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream

a-réalitzl
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We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now =-- to fulfill

America's-destiny as a land of opportunitg for all.-

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

###
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylcr], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see sO many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man and woman here this morning believes in the power of the

AR nvich on (
individual, and is bolstered by igeAneggi? that America is indeed wp
W We Want o make A alandl of epanding opportung /

the land of opportunityp For,200 years, America has been éﬁgﬁmf?ﬁ; Véﬁﬁ

moul
home of democracy, the birthplace of free markets and free eed.

o

people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy V/

of the world, bt We need o rhake Sure i ftads Lin 5het, bwrrl'g ¥ pociut
or pwvervy,

From its start, the story of America has been the story of

w

opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have
pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound

(,l)vi )9'74!»?{2;\ Al
document in modern history -afour Bill of Rights. Abraham

Lincoln broke -foreve® the chains of human slavery. The suffrage
movement made the promise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal -&xee education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is the story of-Thomas Paine

and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright »///

Brothers and Jesse Owens. e N ”\L'kJAX/ P ﬁhJﬁ
4 4/«
But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our é;asg:y
mIre -

beeks. There are just—as—many "new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before
is pride, and integrity, and faith in the dignity of man, and
courage to overcome the odds. 1It's called leadership by example
-- and it's what makes America the world's great citadel of
freedom. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --
propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to
come].

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our

country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement

driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be
part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a
better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't
the freedom to take command of our awm future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

h o
blessings of good health, having a’prwee to call one's own, Y HUD
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling

secure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood. :
/DM AL

// But for some, Amerxca h;;rgggJ}ét~fu illed its destiny as a

D
Vﬁ” Vv land /of opporfunity. We KRow who they are: are the hopeless

oY
:fP*j and/the homeless. The friepdless and the fearful\ The destitute
? and the desperate. The unemployed and fhe unemployab

nmple sentence/-- much less

%\ ohes who\dan't read a si
wt hey are /thé\ones who don't believe /they will ever /share in the

American Dream.

I'm here to te you that we will not foxget these Americans

for whom hope lies/ dorm whom despair i¥s a daily fact of
l1ife/ We will not forget thoge who have not/yet shared in the
American Dream./ We must offer them hope. We must guarantee them

k\‘gggortunity.
' _J

Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening

begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill. And the independence it
/;}* brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
V
Qw@ﬂ/ &P opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
: ”6J< More options for even greater opportunlty pyd
D . of
6} The Administration's Educatiom bidd puts this kind of choice
YN\ \ Q/<Lln the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the

ﬂp best school to attend. We've seen cho competition improve
> \d t l

AW

@ﬁ«-{uu education -- from to East Harlem. Our higher

learly the finest in the world -- and highly

’A .
AbN M  education system is
/Q:}\L Y -

F X}& . ’
1 ,\WN-W ,‘\L”v% \
) '\\\) v J( b*

xw‘b{w ' Jk M WUP/
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But for some America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
land "of opportunity. While the last decade has generated
unprecedented prosperity and new jobs, yet in far too many parts
of our nation -- especially America’s inner cities == there are
pockets of poverty, joblesness, homelessness, and despair. For

millions of blacks and minorities, the gates of economic

| o) Wy ke operedl b The
opportunity %closed tightl", 5 L [ 1 w 7 gperes f}/

he sweeping civil rights acts

of the sixties.

Ladies and gentlemen, our nation can and must do better to open
up the gates of opportunity for those who have been left behind by
this economic expansion. /We must expand choices for those who have
been denied them by a top-heavy government bureaucracy that
promotes dependency. We must create new jobs, promote minority
business entrepreneurship, and expand small business creation in
hundreds of distressed communities throughout our nation.

The great crusade for civil and human rights was Chapter I.
Chapter II is to expand economic opportunity, jobs, and quality
eéducation to turn legal equality into the promise of aqual
opportunity and equal rights for all.

I'd like to outline today, the beginning agenda of this second
great chapter in the civil rights effort. It involves more than
6 major initiatives across the scope of our entire government:
restoring quality education; creating crime free neighborhoods;

generating jobs and enterprise; expanding access to homeownership

S@d Bl 20 HSBM BH dNH N33 WWOD vZ:2l 16« GC 934
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and private property; devolving responsibility to localities;
and strengthening civil and legal rights for all.

In its entirety, I believe it represents one of the most far-
reaching efforts in decades to unleash the talents of low income
Americans across our nation through free enterprise capitalism.
It holds out the promise of turning government programs into a
platform for dignity, choice,and self-sufficiency -- rather than
dependency and despair.

In a few weeks, I will have legislation to implement these

items on the desk of every Congressman. [;;wiii‘bé“asktng“them to
makethis—innovative anti-poverty agenda a centerpiace for a new
QQQQ§116~&gend§£)
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competitive. It's time all Amerlcans become consumers and demand
fagzglcat:;::L&Mf‘IZ ; $7<”£“4
choice
We're also proposing education reforiss to build flexibility

and accountability into our school systemi. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administrators to work together to meet the
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities in Schools shows that the battle to give young people

0
education, direction and hope can be won. Wi mustvcut the

)
dropout rate -- by ensuring that every seid in America arrives at

school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. // &4122péﬂ
For gaite some time now, the Administration has been calling

forﬁaething*shor%—e£7the restructuring of American education.

_ Five-
ﬁet‘ﬁ§_13y~out—the;zggz?grlnc1ples thet should guide our efforts/

to empower parents;,—expand-choice -and encourage excellence.The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that afeAxn‘meWdS%%ceW
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national

education goals set in Charlottesville -- because we can't expect

to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class

schools.
Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be
L Loty ik W (| et at( mhﬁéﬁr@?uww
N15 milllon new jobs. To fill those jobs, American/ will HuD

tes Vﬂ:D

th“ JSprrnea,
-—=am@—t0 people just entering the economic mainstream --Aworkers

look increasingly to g

with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs

' o )M
e MNW(
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skills + Tools>
-- will go to the ones who have -what it takes -- a _gquality

education. // PI—

Everyone knows the best education5£a§e3“p}ace’in“éa§ssrogps
™ is dbithonAt” tov

that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot *v
learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one
around.

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be

W hat ¢ necoleX
the casualities of this war. The-weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protection
against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equal justice, swiftly and predictably, regardless

of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
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can only walk down the road to opportunity if the streets are

safe.//
An education. A neighborhood that!s™-safe and secure.
Oopportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened

by one thing: A _job. Every Americqy who wants a job should be
distressed Peckefs of puverty, Vi

able to get one. For ourﬂhosdoat-htb—urEUH-ureas, our new

areu‘v B3 A, t’Afr{/’rl rnuria_&chvi / ’
proposals meanAstarGQZg-up=smaT¥=sus¥ﬁao¢es in enterprise zonesy . 4QCD

b
Aazﬂ'eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. That

means removing the disincentives facing those on welfare who want

what the
to work. And it means allowing people to take home more ofA their— ) //

et . ;
pay. Our proposals mean economic growth and most importantly,

L/ D dobs. // indl_anibaepitiiadiepetiouinoriies.
The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, ~te-
hgw/lu}g UCCLa2 . himiduhneicsiipPubprodiche _
/ ' We're offering
/ Yne opporunmctzy foown thot i~
incentives—=for public housing re51dentsl¥e—nWe
JLL y llt’:ﬂ/\i//_‘/’ SHAN G Sﬁ%c (N mu CoMIMUM T “)ﬁ ve QSKCACM resS ho frww/{f

'{\' ws C)) 2 ) d o .
\{‘)ﬁ‘\/\ e ch ~heeded {un/dnvk -(cvm HCF( presmmw»!‘{‘i/ -{DW\,KC S0 {vvﬁc'mn a reddy T'//' N sy
o

Dzeam~—// And we're proposing that Americans be a wed to use Yinner
eS¢ (nihahves hes
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. A!h*s'will being 10 S
he | p kS actiiene Jon-aind pagliaa e, 1OChwa yéur,
= to our goal of one million newphomeowners by 1992.
InSe ; ; .
Q~?w1N) There's something reassuring about being part of a

neighborhood. There's a lot to be said for a community that
pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each other.
Each community in America is different, and its residents know
how best to take care of each other -- what the best options are

for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

fropost + Ww Wmufuﬁw Y req fruefusl
~nes£;6ééa;tng programs to broaden at the local level. Our
Spp-

nf
. x\\’ /P Bnd o7 e (o froe d’u&‘fUVNJ(//A [a,,L %V/"h +o }W‘N\iﬁéﬂ’hjw by /qu/M/((IMfﬂ»o‘?\
@g\/ Ssgglulvg ‘}TVWW \LD pﬂsr“u«,» fuuumm Salfer wWith e Yo
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future. " - -

Of course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal

remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil

Rights bill insert to come].

But My el guatantios

| 1&“0 di;mmm -- won by those who decided
\

\Qxﬁv . Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted

o s e e o

Ahmens f ismé/'/’ ’LT’LA‘ /9%0

\ y&ﬁ E the Civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of
\  1965. // And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There~are=plenty "</

(o)

It begins in

see Thiert peloo
the heart of every person w elieves in freedom, and lives on

opportunity. Evefy man and woman in this room is a member of the

o ./ movement.

T+ besginS wi H ﬂ,,e//‘&wkg Someme. T read With M\wmwm/
brimming (Wit 50bS W«Q en frefrélmau/rs/h/?} weth o I N Pé'i*//(“f
J00esS T assets Ak homwownersiy ; with nelprpg oo (oSt
GV\A?L \{4@0’ {,&)&u/.
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We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill

72 ' S
erica’ and opportun [-) -

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

£+ #
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J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL
11:00 A.M.

((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
Attorney General Thornburgh and Secretar%g%emp,-thanks_SQJmnﬂL
foryour—hard—werk—en—this—issues—Secretaries Sullivan and
Martin; our nominee for Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander;
and of course, Bob Wzggson of the Center for Neighborhood
Enterprise.ie. . vI‘:- 'cs hard to believe a year has passed since the
day I challenged the members of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous
energy of this organization, ~tap—yeour-powe¥ and transform a
nation through community service. fMexe—ta came] ))

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,
S0 many people making a diffefence in the lives of others. Every
man and woman here believes in the power of the individual, and
is bolstered by the conviction that America is indeed a land of
opportunity. For more than 200 years, America has been the home =&
ef-denocracy—the—birthplaee—ef free markets and free people.
There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy of the

world.

From—tts—start, the story of America has been the story of

opportunity. Throughout our history, memand—women- have

pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound

document in modern history -- our Constitution and Bill of
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Rights. Abraham Lincoln broke the chains of human slavery. The
suffrage movement made the promise of democracy a reality for
women. The founders of our public schools unleashed égz\nn¥%;~u~(
potential e@-an—edueatedftié?éggggzg;—inEEeéueéng-universal
education. And by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders
of the civil rights movement unshackled the oppressed and
disenfranchised. The story of opportunity in America is the
story of Thomas Paine and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara
Barton, the Wright brothers and Rosa Parks.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our past.

26

—the , , ) X
There are meFe "new American heroes" today, many of them in this

room. What—{iey pride,

integrity, faith in the dignity of man, and courage to overcome

the odds. It's called leadership by example -- and it's what—
%giiS;America the world's great beacon of freedom. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --

propelling us into the Next American Century. fexamples—to

meJs
i%%g;e is a movement more than 200 Years old -- as old as
the Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind" and what I call "the
American idea." It continues to sweep our country today with a

vigor as strong as ever. It is a vision driven by the. strength

and power of the American Drean.

I _share that vision -- for it is wanting to be part of

something larger than ourselves. It is creating a better life
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for our children than we might have had. It is the freedom to
take command of our future.

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the
blessings of good health, having a home to call one's own,
raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home, on the job and in the neighborhood.

But for ggggfiAmerica has not yet fulfilled its promise aw—e
Jend of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will.%gsg share in the

American Dream. (Sen. hepe A 7
A gl foxe
I'm here to tell we will not forget/these—americans”

for whom hope lies dormant, espair i
We will not forget those who havzuzgt yet shared in the American

?
Drean. ﬁe must offer them hope.” We must I_Jarantee them

"-‘-_'z—___—__——'——-__——-—-
opportunity.
I3's beea _ . \ .
Seme—traver said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening

begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill, and with it,
independence. Earning a living, &=mé with 38, dignity and
personal growth. More skills mean more-ggg%éggz“ﬁﬂvre options
for even greater opportunity.

Today, our Administration is proposing an agenda to expand

opportunity and choice for all Americans. It involves more than
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six major initiatives across tpe scopé of our entire government:
restoring quality education;‘gggggzggibrime—free neighborhoods;
creating jobs and enterprise; expanding access to homeownership;
allowing localities a greater share of responsibility; and
strengthening civil and legal rights for all.

In its entirety, I believe it represents one of the most

far-reaching efforts in decades to unleash the talents of every

. o~ Avnscecen ~ . . )
citizen through_free_ enterprise-capitatism. It-hoelds ocut-the
promise of+turfinig government—pregrams—into a pIatform for
it choi i d —-—

and_despai¥.
In a few weeks, I will have legislation to implement thgée
:é:;:L;n the desk of every Congressman. The Administration's

Educational Excellence proposals, for example, will put choice in

the hands of students and parents --,so they can choose the best
school to attend. We've seen improve
Eagt LA

eduesatien -- from Midwaukee to East Harlem. Our higher education
system is clearly the finest in the world -- creative, innovative

and highly competitive. From the G.I. Bill to Pell Grants, Ca<1<%y(

oo/

studentgdhave the power to choose. It's time all—Amerieasns

heGeme~consuggzg:aﬁa‘have-choice*tnroughout our entire education
_system. //

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility

and accountability into our school systems. We're encouraging

Governors to bring together teachers, parents and administrators

from—imside ami—eutside the schect—system—to work together to
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meet the needs of all students. We must a®se- cut the dropout
Wl
rate.=—b¥ ensur&sg that every student %% in America arrives at

school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For some time now, the Administration has called for the
restructuring of Ameriéan education. Five principles should
guide our efforts: high expectations; decentralized authority;
and schools that are responsive, market orienteg and performance-
tested. These will steer us toward meeting the national
education goals the Governors and I set after the Education

Ssummit -- because we can't expect to remain a first-class economy

if we settle for second-class schools.

Awaiting America's graduates by the year 2000 will be }§K
million new jobs. To f£ill those j?bs, Amegiean entrepreneurs
will look increasingly to ‘ =gro oo P -- blacks,
hispanicé and asians -- and to people just entering the economic
mainstream --workers with disabilities and mothers who have
chosen to work outside the home. Those ix million jObs ==—many

9@% Sdeawnn, W m’
are mere—skitted, better paying jobs.-*e will go to“the ones who

have what -thre—skilIs—and—teeds it takes -- a quality education.
//
—_Everyone knows the best education needs elassreems—that—are
442;;;:;;;;7\safe, learning environmengﬁ. It is difficult for
children to learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or
crime in the schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home.
And older students and workers find it hard to attend night

school or put in late hours at the office -- because often
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they're afraid to walk home after dark, or leave the house with
no one around.

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful—amt—atere, slowly losing
the hope of a better life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casualties of this war. wiﬁli%gfgiiééﬁ are mandatory
sentences for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened
protection against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough
prosecutors. Courts that mete out equal justice, swiftly and
surely. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
can only walk down the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.//

An education. A neighborhood fhat's safe and secure.
Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. Of course, vestiges of the past remain.

Bigotry and discrimination still exist. We have powerful iegal
tools for eliminating discrimination, and my—&dmimistration -[is “—

enforcf%g our civil rights laws with vigor.
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I am committed to refining our laws whexe improvement #s=-
Wit
ealled—frr. We will soon introduce legislation featwring strong
new remedies to protect women from sexual harassment and

minorities from racial prejudice in the workplace, and I call on

the Congress to act promptly on this important initiative.

4 -

/%u& know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are

lawyers.

got—a—job there. Qr rebuilt—a-neighborhood. 0Or gave a lost soul

thewiti—to—tive—one—more—ddy.

We—have-plenty eoflawyers ami—too—many—tawsutts. Opportunity

doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins with a iob.??}or our

hardest hit urban areas, our new proposals mean attracting the
ne

seed capital for,small businesses start=ups and entrepreneuréél

A

activity in enterprise zones, and eliminating the capital gains

tax on businesses in these areas. We're providing new incentives

for employers to hire more workers. Our proposals mean economic
A lly

growthﬂand most importantly, jobs. //

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and,
for many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
public housing residents the opportunity to own their homes and
gain and stake in their communities. We've asked Congress to
provide much-needed funding for the HOPE program in 1991, to make
this opportunity a reality in our inner cities this year. And
we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use the money in

their IRAs to buy their first home. These initiatives will bring

us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.
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7Asm’;.'\l').ere's something reassuring aboutggzz;g“;:¥£ of a
neighborhood -- a community that pulls together in times of
crisis, that looks out for %zéié%ther. Each community in America
is different, and its residents know best how to take care of
each other -- what the best options are for programs and services
for those who need a hand. So we're proposing to allow
communities to restructure opportunity at the local 1evelf7f;ur
strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future.

This is our Administration's agenda for opportunity. It

begins in the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and
lives on in the American Dream. Every man and woman in this room

shares its vision. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that

"nothing happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make

the Dream a reality.

We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill

America's promise as a land of opportunity for all.

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

# ##
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgaements) ... 1t's hard to bellave & ygar has
passed since the day I ispuad a get of challenges to the members
of ASAR -~ toO ¢hannel the tremendous energy of thie organization,
tap your power and transform a natiom through community garvice.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, T 8eé so many faniliar faces,
go many people naking a difference in the lives of others. Every

‘nan and weman here enis morning believes in the Powex of the

convichon
{ndividual, and is bolstered bY thé§;g¥éaa-that Amgxig;_h&;Unugﬁi

Wkt Inahe U1 4 o L¥panding Opporiunt
iang © 3 . For 200 yearst‘,”‘ Amariépa has’gbggﬁ the Hapse tn

home of demooracy, the birthplace of free markets and free need
pecple, There is no guestion: apportunity in amarica is the envy

of the world, bt weorpd o ma\:eafgt@ i veaches vy ghetio; barvio®
Fronm its atart, the ﬁggxgj;z_amgggggqgga'been tha story of
gpggz;gni:z. Throughout our histery, men and women have
plonesrsd the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. OWX
Founding Fathers croated perhaps'tha most Bimplelyet profound
aocunent in medarn nigtory -~ ouwr Bill of Rights. Ahbranam
Lincoln broke foraver the c¢haine of human glavery. The guffrage
movement nade the promigs of democracy & reality for women. The’
foundeys Of our public gchools unleaahed the potential of an

educated citigenry by introducing universal free education. Aand

2d 8L
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by their struggle for equal rights, the 1eaders of tha civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of oppnrtunity in Americs is the story of Thomas& Paine
.and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, clar&a Barton, the Wright

. nwn on

Brothers and Jesue Owens. ML ,na:]

_ But it doean't end there, with these herces from QuUI history
books. There are just as many “new American hevoea" today, many
of them in this room, What they share with those who went before
is pride, and inteaxifv, and faith in the @ignity of man, and
annggg to overcome the odds, It's called ;_gggxghipﬂnzﬂgxgmnla

freedon. //
These modern visionaries are the onhes making history -

propelling us into the Next American Cemtury. [examples to
come].

Theizs is & movemant 200 yesrs ¢ld -~ as pld as the
peclaration of Independence == & povement defined hy what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our

country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movenent:

¥or what ig the Americen Dream -- if it isntt wanting to be
part of something laxger than ourselvas? If it isn't creating a
patter iife for our children than we npight have had? If it isn't
the freadom to take command of our own future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

home

blessings of good health, having a to call onal's own,

—J -
£8d 824 20 HSEM BH dfH N30 WWOD BT:1T I6. & §34
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raising a family, nolding a stake in the ccxmmufxity, feeling safe and
gecure at home and on tha job and in the naighborhood.
But for some, America nag not yet fulfilled its deat;ny ag a
lani'wﬁmgpportunity. We know who they areimthoy¥ ?é:wiﬁi:!f‘;.“fz

ORaP TN WA W E e b A #e QY 1032 pES W pi ol B e n T2
, P A ks i A Ay i Aat A el o e N N &

They are the ones who don'tﬁpﬁ”levé“h:a~ will ever share in the

T

American Dream. T#f# T
I'm here to t f yau that we wiil not eorqot £l a amprictns
for whom hopo os dormant, for whem despeir is a dnily ';19 of

1ifa, di11 not forgat thosé who have not yet sharsd in ERE ™,
anerjdfn Dream. we mugt offer them bope. Mg;_gw-m

-ivysle) unity.,
| = T

gome have said "hope is a waking dream.® That awakening-
begina with jearning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing & gkill., And the {ndependence it
prings. The ability to earn @ 1iving. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills msan mMoTe cheices.
More optlions for avan greater opportunity.

Tha Administration's Education bill pute this kind of gholce
in the hands of students and parents —— 80 they can choosé the
pest schosl to attend. we've seen choice and competition inprove
education - from Minneapolis to East Hariem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in tha world -~ and highly

rad 8ci
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But for some America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. while the last decade has generated
unprecedented prosperity and new jobs, yet in far too many parts
of our nation -- especially America’s inner cities -- there are
pockets of poverty, joblesness, homelessness, and despair. For
millions of blacks and minorities, the gates of economic
opportunity have been closed tight, just as the barriers to civil
and human rights have been opened by the sweeping civil rights acts
of the sixties.

Ladies and gentlemen, our nation can and must do better to open
up the gates of opportunity for those who have been left behind by
this economic expansion. We must expand choices for those who have
been denied them by a top-heavy government bureaucracy that
promotes dependency. We must create new jobs, promote minority
business entrepreneurship, and expand small business creation in
hundreds of distressed communities throughout our nation.

The great crusade for civil and human rights was Chapter I.
Chapter II is to expand economi¢ opportunity, jobs, and quality
education to turn legal equality into the promise of equal
opportunity and equal rights for all.

T'd like to outline today, the beginning agenda of this second
great chapter in the civil rights effort. It involves more than
6 major initiatives across the scope of our entire government:
restoring quality education; creating crime free neighborhoods;

generating jobs and enterprise; expanding access to homeownership

5@d 824 o0 HSEM OH drH N32 WWOD 6T7:17 16« S 434



and private property; devolving responsibility to localities;
and strengthening civil and legal rights for all.

In its entirety, I believe it represents one of the most far-
reaching efforts in decades to unleash the talents of low income
Americans across our nation through free enterprise capitalism.
It holds out the promise of turning government programs into a
platform for dignity, choice,and self-sufficiency -- rather than
dependency and despair. :

In a few weeks, I will have legislation to implement these
items on the desk of every Congressman. I will be asking them to

make this innovative anti-poverty agenda a centerpiece for a new

domestic agenda.

88d 824 20 HSEM BH anH N335 WWAD 57:1T 16 &2 934
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competitive. It's time all Americans become conpumers and demand’
eheice in education.

We're also proposing education reforms to hulld flexibility
and accountabllity into our gchoel system. We're encouraging
geachers, parents and administrators to work together to meet the
nesds of all students —- the success of cempmunity partnsrships
1ika cities in Schools shows that the pattle to give young people
educatien, direction and hope gcan be won., We must cut the
dropout rate -— by ensuxing that every kid in America arrives at
-school xsggx_sg_lggxn and gradwates xeadv %o WoxkK. !/

For quite gome time now, the Administration has been calling
“#or nothing short of the restructuring of American education.

Let me lay out the five principles that zhould gulde our efforts
to empower parents, expand ¢holce and encourage excellenas, The.
principles are; high expectatione; decentralized authority; and
echools that are responsive, market oriented and perfcrmanceh
tested. These will guide our efferts to meet the national

education goals's@t im Charlottesville -- because we can't axpect

to retain a first-glszse econony if we setitle for gecond-glass
gchools.
4 econsm m%&fﬁ“uﬁ‘fif&; :’_grac\uates over the next 20 C}::::s will be
15 miilloen new jobs. To £ill those joka, American buafggggyﬁill

look incoreagingly to emeu

‘bkuks,

5N§;nnu5
—~—and-to people Just entering the economis mainstream == work

with disabilities and mothers who have chosen te werk outside the

home. Thosae 15 million jobs ~- more skilled, better paying dobs

48d 32 20 HSHM 8H anNH N3D WW0O Bgg:17T 16« & 934
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~= will go to the ones who have what it takes ~- aguslity
- edygation. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning envireonments. Childreh cannot
learn if there iz violence in'tﬁe classroom. O crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home, and older
students and workeig £find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -~ bacausa often they're afrald to
walk home alone aftey &ark, or leave the housaswith no one
around,

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
oned defending themselves and theiyr families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street, And so
thay're trapped innthair ﬁomea, fearful and alene, slovwly losing
the hops of a better llfe. '

Thay're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our ¢ities must be
waged. The thuge, and the gangs, and the drug kingping should he
the casualities of this war. The weapons ara mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent orime, Strengthened protection
against sex crimes and child abuse, Tough prosecutors., Courts
that mete out aqual Jjustice, swiftly and predictably, regardless
of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. aAmericsns

8ad 824 30 HSEM BH dNH N30 WW0D Be:TT 16 &2 34
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gan only walk down tha road to opportunity if the streets ara
sage.// |
An education. A neighborhood that's safe and sacure.
opportunity is built on theae foundations, but the door is opened

by one thing: 3 ipb. Every amarican who wants & 4ob should ke
ts\—msed ;\q\-:. of poverhy

abia to get one, For our w . peget, OUr new
Chea ng,;obs m\d ew%'ve remumi actvi

et e e in enterprise zones b~y

proposals mean &
and elininating the aapitnl. gaine tax on seed capltal. That

meang removing the digincentives facing those on welfare who want
whal~ they
to work. And it means allowing psople to take nome more of et

e&@‘ our proposals mean econonic growth and nost importantly,

sobe. # W"&’; ;ﬁlff“”’"""“'

. The Aperican Dream alsc meand choosing where te 1live and,-%e
having aceess 1o hommwmkap + pvivale pyoperty
A ATILE.L T YoV Y n home S0MedaAy Wa're Of‘“&ll‘ing

avwha z
We' sked(.bnes nprovid e/

m fo ?Mke -Hnsa rtunt rh ahes 14
!/ Ané we're PLopoes :fé’ that%eriaat% be allwed o use
for ¥he HOPE pr raw In\aa\ sm M

public housing resldenta
homes and_gam 4 5{1\\44 Wt commumhe.s-

. muc.h-necded
| Daseatn

the monay in their IRAs to buy their first home.

adhievy /—!ow and modemle mwmd
us W sur goal of one millloch naW DomecwWners by 1892,
NSER

Thera's something reassuring about being part of a
f neighborhood. There's a2 lot to be gaid for-a community that
pulls together in times of coriasls, that locks cut for gach othar.
gach community in Amexica ia dif:&rent, and its residenta know
now bast to take care of ecach other -- what the pest optlons are
for programs and gervices for those who need a hand. Bo wa're

regtructuring programs to broaden cholce at the local level. our

L_.'I? And for Yhose who fnce challenges lead Yhem b UV
hawees. Nomea\essness, the anmshahon \s see,k\ng furdin ﬁr o

60d 8 :
2 34 1 o ahi'RaEd ““"t%"t't"%enga"'u Yhewr hves .
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighberhoods and families, our hopas and dreams
for tha future.
Qf covrse, vestiges of the past remain. Hatrad, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal
remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws, [199% Civil

Rights bill insert te comel.

Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted
the Civil Rights Aot of 1964, // And the Votling Rights Act of
1965, // Aand the Fair Eousing Act of 1968. // TiRecenepenawi iy

- - e—— L ~— = oliadd & o~
= S ey i ¥

opportunity. Every man and woman in this roeh i¢ a member of the

novement. The great post Carl Sandburg
happeng unless first a dream," Qur.f andate
a reality.
It begins With teaching sovacon 1o vead:

wika an econs brimm ng witna Jobs- an

ﬁh . .

e,nh&prmwna!!é with qivirg s people aleess

1o acsets and homeownership y ith helping the

- B1d 824 - Jd HsHM 9H dNH N3DJ WWOD 1€:17 16 G2 934



8

We face & new Century =~ a new Amerlcan Century -= and our

moment in history is here. The time is now == ko fulrill

sl ®

with God's help and yours, we will succead, God hless the
United EBtates of América. Thank you very much.

I
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,’/((Thank you, Bill (Taylor], for that warm introduction.
iother acknowledgenments) ... It's hard to believe a yeak has
passed since the day I i=sued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organizatien,
tap your power and transform a nation through community gervice.
(More to cone] ))
Looking around the room today, I see S0 many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of othere. Every

man and woman here this morning believes in the power of the

frm wnvld'\on
individual, and is bolstered by the notd.oa-t M‘u_lmsigr
q vmd* te ke U panding op portun\
e land For 200 yearl, Amer ¢4 has b en the T

need

home of democracy, the birthplace of fres narkets and free
people. There is no guestion: opportunity ia america is the envy
of the world, &w wesnged. 1o ma\f.e suu- t readus weon ghetts, barvio +
Frow its etart, the ﬁ?i“bﬁtﬂ“@ﬁ. story of
opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have
piocneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity, oOur
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history ~-=- our Bill of Righte. Abranam
Linceln broke forever the chaing of human slavery. The suffrage
novement nmade the premise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by {ntroducing universal free education, And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the c¢ivil
rights movement unshackled the cppressed and disenfranchised,
The story of opportunity in America is the story of Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens. E”LK ]v—%pm

But it doesn't end there, with these herces from our history
books. There are just as many "new American heroces" today, many

of them in this room., What they share with those who went befora
is pride, and intearity, and faith in the dignity of man, and
couraga to overcome the odds. It's called leadership by example

freedon. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --
propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to
come]. '

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -~ as old ag the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what

Jefferson called "the American miia,‘ It continues to sweep our
country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement

For what ig the American Dream -- if it ign't wanting to be
part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a
better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't
the freedom to take command of our own future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the
blessings of good health, having a pgase to call cne's own,



FEB 25 ’S91 11:47 U S DEPT OF HUD -, OFC OF THE SECRETARY 286 PB@3

QENT PRI iMNe Widim (VWi

3
raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling safe and
pecure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood.
But for some, America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
lana~af oppertunity. We know who they are - LT TR

A o, ; 3 i Y 1 =

21 e T
They are the ones who don't Db eve X ay will ever share in the

American Dream. S

-

= R

R

I'm here to tpd ‘you that we will net torq;zxt-:igknmaxiaant
for whom hopedies dormant, for whem despair is x duily xi-gvof
life, weA111 not forget those who have not yet sharad in tgiwu
Ateridin Dream. We must offer them hope. We must guarvantee them

-" nitv. § UM

Some have sald "hope is a waking dream,”" That awvakening

beging with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
{ndividual effort. Developing a ekill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
oppertunity for personal growth., More gkills mean more choices.
More options for even greater cpportunity.

The Administration's Education bill puts this kind of cheoice
{n the hands of studente and parents -- so they c¢an choose the
best school to attend., We've seen cholce and competition improve
education -- from Minneapelis to East Harlem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in the world == and highly
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But for some America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. While the last decade has generated
unprecedented prosperity and new jobs, yet in far too many parts
of our nation -- especially America’s inner cities -- there are
pockets of poverty, joblesness, homelessness, and despair. For
millions of blacks and minorities, the gates of economic
opportunity have been closed tight, just as the barriers to civil
and human rights have been opened by the sweeping civil rights acts
of the sixties,

Ladies and gentlemen, our nation cam and must do better to open
up the gates of opportunity for those who have been left behind by
this economic expansion. We must expand choices for those who have
been denied them by a top-heavy government bureaucracy that
promotes dependency.  We must create new jobs, promote minority
business entrepreneurship, and expand small business creation in
hundreds of distressed communities throughout our nation,

The great crusade for civil and human rights was Chapter I.
Chapter II is to expand economic opportunity, jobs, and quality
education to turn legal equality into the promise of equal
opportunity and equal rights for all.

I'd like to outline today, the beginning agenda of this second
great chapter in the civil rights effort., It involves more than
6 major initiatives across the scope of our entire government:
restoring quality education; creating crime free neighborhoods;

generating jobs and enterprise; expanding access to homeownership
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and private property; devolving responsibility to localities;
and strengthening civil and legal rights for all.

In its entirety, I believe it represents one of the most far-
reaching efforts in decades to unleash the talents of low income
Americans across our nation through free enterprise capitalism.
It holds out the promise of turning government programs into a
platform for dignity, choice,and self-sufficiency -- rather than
dependency and despair.

In a few weeks, I will have legislation to implement these
items on the desk of every Congressman. I will be asking them to
make this innovative anti-poverty agenda a centerpiece for a new

domestic agenda.



__FEB 25 '91 11:48 ___U S DEPT OF HUD - OFC OF THE SECRETARY _ 286 PB6 _

%
competitive. It's time all Americans become consumers and demand
choice in education.

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
and accountability inte our school system. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administraters to work together to meet the
neads of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities in Schoels shows that the hattle to give young people
education, direction and hope gan be won. We must cut the
dropout rate -— by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at
gchool :ggﬂg_gg_lgg:n, and graduates rgady to work. //

For quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nothing short of the restructuring of American education.

Let me lay out the five principles that should guide our efforts
to empower parents, expand choice and encourage excellence. The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performanca-
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national

education goals set in Charlottesville -- bhacause we can't expect

to remain a first-clagse egonony if we settle for second-class
gchools.

——— mﬁ&ilnquﬁﬁzf{ae;;qraduatas over the next 20 cm-s will be
15 millioen new jobs. To £ill those jobs, American au512§2396§11

look increasingly t0 GESlingieitilattontemmmib ity ees

. blacks , hISquM(S
-—aid- o people just entering the economic mainstream == worker

with disabilities and mothers who have chosen t¢o work outside the

home. Those 15 million Jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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== will go to the ones who have what it takes - a_guality
education. //

Bveryone knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug~free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn lf there is violence in tﬁa classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers aleng the way home, And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night schocl or put
in late hours at the office — because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one
around,

Intimidated by crime, 1oﬁ-inoame Anmericans are the ones
leaat likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, oé'down tha street. And so
they're trapped'iﬁ‘éhair ﬁomes, fearful &nd alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better lifa, '

They're the ones who need opportunity the most., It is in.
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug Xingping should be
the casualities of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a viclent crime. Strengthened protection
against sex orimea and child abuse. fTough prosecutors. Courts
that nate out egual Justice, swittly and predictably, regardless
of race. And a prisen eystem that is up to the job, Americans
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can only walk down the roud to opportunity if the streets ara
safe.//
An education. A neighborhood that's gafe and secure,
opporsunity ig built on these foundations, put the deor is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wante a job should be

é\shmd mdms gﬁ Evm

able to get one. For our , our new
Creahng jobs and entreprenevnal achwhé

proposals mean Wmam&m in enterprise zonesby

ard eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. That

means removing the disincentives fasing those on welfare who want

_ what Hhey
to work. And it meana allowing people to take home more of

AR Oour proposals mean economic growth and most importantly,

pay~ :
o, ol Sluf¥lp o METHE

The American Dream alsc means chooeing where to live and —%é

havina access 1o hopneownurship + private :
We're offering

vhun ~a.
public housing residents! m”po!m ',_hi h’l . lOWﬂ Hreur
horzéand 4am & Stnke tn Haewr Communihes. We'veasked Congress Uid e/

much-needed fundingjto make this opportunthy 4 realiby \n our inner cthes th
Beeams // Ané[_wa'rg propcsf:g thatMAmericarl:% be allowed ‘ét' usew'
for +he HOPE program in\ad\ “These nhai®rel
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. will bt.&g
adhievy f—low and moderale \miome
us QLW our goal of one million new/homeowners bY 1992,
There's something reassuring about being part of a

neighborhood. There's a lot to be said for a community that
pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each cther.
fach community in America is different, and its residents know
how best to take care of each other == what the hest options are
for programs and gervices for those who need a hand. 5¢ we're

restructuring programs to broaden choice at the local level. oOur

\ T And for those who fnce challenges lead them o pagiseitoerse
hamase WAMslPeinsee Har Adminichenhan 18 S2eKina Aindina favr 4
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strength ag a nation lies in the strength of our communities ==
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future.
0f course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and raoi§1 discrimination still exist in America. Where legal

remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil

Rights bill ingert to comel.

Bu’r-rhe.lﬁa\ auaranl'ees of gwltm of ogwm aye !an‘c(&
w gau, — — , '
won by those who decided

Brown vs. the Board of Educatien. // Won by those who enacvted

the @ivil Righte Act of 1964, // And the Voting Rights Act of

1965, // And the Fair Housing Act of 1568. // Thewemawe=phenby
T T o a1y o o e e

in the Americarn Drean. This is our Administratfon's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and weman in this ro
movenent, The great poet Carl Sandburg
nappens unless first a dream.®
a reality.
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¥Wa face a new century == a new Amhrican Century -- and our

moment in histofy is here. a t {15 how == to f 11

America's destiny as s land of obporiupity for all.

with God's help and yours, we will succeed. cod bless the

United States of America. Thank you very mach.
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I tssued a set of challengesfﬂb the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every

man and woman here this morning believes in the power of the

individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed

the land of opportunity. For 200 years, America has been the

home of democracy, the birthplace of free markets and free

people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the(ggggj

of the world. hope  fur
4 Fan

From its start, the story of America has been the story of

opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have

pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history -- our Bill of Rights. Abraham
Lincoln broke forever the chains of human slavery. The suffrage
movement made the promise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is the story of Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our history
books. There are just as many "new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before

is pride, and integrity, and faith in the dignity ofkman‘ and

courage to overcome the odds. It's called leaderf/;gzbv example

-- and it's what makes America the world's qreaﬁ c1tadeﬂ of

~, /7

freedom. // ~—
These modern visionaries are the ones making history --

propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to

come].

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our

country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement

driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

\

o For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be

/

/

/ part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a

better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't f
\\ the freedom to take command of our own future? //
For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,



3
raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood.

But for some, America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.

%g} » choney B \/""V‘ + (Ja/ku/)
share in the

N

{

They are the ones who don't believe they will ever

American Dream.

I'm here to tell you that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of
life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the

American Dream. We must offer them hope. We must quarantee them

opportunity. Tha we mvik sba) beds | dob U~ radize  fes o poihd

Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening
begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
More OEfions for even greater opportunity.

ngnﬁdministrationis Education bill puts this kind of choice
in the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the
best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve
education -- from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly
be covs= s
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competitive, It's time all Americans become consumers and demand

A
choice in education.

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
and accountability into our school system. We're encouraging kqnvj%h
teachers, parents and administrators to work together to meet tgge»wv
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities in Schools shows that the battle to give young people
education, direction and hope can be won. We must cut the
dropout rate -- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at

school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nothing short of the restructuring of American education.
Let me lay out the five principles that should guide our efforts
to empower parents, expand choice and encourage excellence. The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-
tested. These will gu%deﬁouz‘efforts to meet the national
education goals géfwiﬁ\Ch;riéttesville -- because we can't expect

to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class

schools.
Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be

15 million new jobs. To fill those jobs, American business will

look increasingly to growing populations -~ blacks-and hispanic549ywé*
-- and to people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers
with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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-- will go to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality
education. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one
around.

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casuaii;ies of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a\firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protection
against sex crimes and child abuig. (T?ugh prosecutors. Courts

(el e e
that mete out equal justice,gg;iftly and predictably, regardless-

-of~race. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
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can only walk down the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.//

An education. A neighborhood that's safe and secure.
Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new
proposals mean starting up small businesses in enterprise zones,
and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. That
means removing the disincentives facing those on welfare who want
to work. And it means allowing people to take home more of their
pay. Our proposals mean economic growth and most importantly,
jobs. //

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, to
many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
incentives for public housing residents to move out -- and move
up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American
Dream. // And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.

There's something reassuring about being part of a
neighborhood.\ﬁgggre's a lot to be said for a community that
pulls together in times‘of crisis, that looks out for each other.

Each community in America is different, and its residents know

N\

ihow}beét to take care of each other -- what the best options are

.

for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring programs to broaden choice at the local level. Our
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future.

Of course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal
remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil
Rights bill insert to come].

But the sixties are over. And so is the civil right;\m“b
debate. That debate has been won -- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted '
the civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of |
1965. // And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plent}

of civil rights laws on the books =-- and plenty of lawyers in

|
J
/

courtrooms to argue over them.
I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are

lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or

-~

\

got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul

the will to live one more day.

Ogggrtunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in
the heart of every person who believes inrfféQAbm, and lives on
in the American Dream. This is our Administration's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
movement. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream

a reality.



8
We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now =-- to fulfill

America's destiny as a land of opportunity for all.

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

##F
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day IE?eeued—a—se%—eé}challengeﬂtte the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every

man and woman here &te—mra—n% believes in the power of the

individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed

the land of opportunity. For 200 years, America has been the

1
\

home of democracy, the birthplace of free markets and free
people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy Vﬁ%/

of the world.

From its start, the story of America has been the story of

opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have

pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our

Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
weitlem 200 years age ,

document in modern history --Your Bill of Rights. Abraham

Lincoln broke forever the chains of human slavery. The suffrage

movement made the promise of democracy a reality for women. The

founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is the story of Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our history
books. There are just as many "new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before
is pride, (end] inteqgrity, @ndj_faﬁ in the dignity of man, and
courage to overcome the odds. It'g called leadership by example

-- and it's what makes America the world's great citadel of
ster Yepposihe of Heuttem
ﬁﬁ”“" >

freedom. //
These modern visionaries are the ones making history --
propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to
come]. s Mo
Theirs is a movement'200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our

Yislon
country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a

driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

i Share Thot visiea — R Visior » I'-/ s

(Fer—what—is)the American Dream -- #f—it—ien't wanting to be

Tt
part of something larger than ourselves?® If—it—¥sm*t creating a
Tt 's

better life for our children than we might have had® ¥f—it isnlt
the freedom to take command of our own future®

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood.

But for some, America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.

o panticipals

They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
—
American Dream.
I'm here to tell you that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a.@aéd&ifact of

life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the

American Dream. We must offer them hope. We must gquarantee them

opportunity.
Arightiv
Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening

begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
W W"ﬂ' ”f}
individual effort. Developing a skill, (And—thg independence.&t—

Esvning aliving , and witd /f,
brinegs- The—a;1;4ty—zé-earn—a—&iving*_aWété]dignity and
{?ppe;tunity—feé?personal growth. More skills mean more choices.

More options for even greater opportunity.

The Administration's Education bill puts this kind of choice
in the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the
best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve

Tademmayioly.
education -- from Minneapelis to East Harlem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in the world =- and highiy
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competitive. It's time all Americans become ,consumers and demand

choice in education. EE‘?Bt

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility

and accountability into our school systems. We're encouraging .&j(
teachers, parents and administrators to work together to meet the o
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships

like Cities in Schools shows that the battle to give young people
education, direction and hope can be won. We must cut the

dropout rate -- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at
school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

w(hm
For quite some time now, the-Adminietretien-has been calling

for nothing short of the restructuring of American education.
— o
Det*me—iay—oa%—fheﬁfive principles that should guide our efforts

to empower parents, expand choice and encourage excellence. The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-

Sfeer vs in mething

tested. These will.EﬁH&k»&nu;&ﬁﬁkm#x%%&r&muﬁ@'the national
fhe Sp vs + I sel”

education goals set in Charlottesville -- because we can't expect

to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class

schools.
Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be
15 million new jobs. To fill those jobs, American business will
look increasingly to growing populations =-- blacks and hispanics-— Géang —
-- and to people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers
with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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-- will go to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality
education. // /4’“74%%%“/44/’9”‘ hese 7 79'7//% h,,/na/nwnf

Everyone knows the best education takes place inkEEpSSTGGms
shab—ayé}drug—free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home é—lo-ng after dark, or leave the house with no one
around.

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casualities of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protection
against sex crimes and child ?b§3e5 Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equal justice, ;aift‘y and predictably,[?egaxdless

of—raeezl And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
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can only walk down the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.//
An education. A neighborhood that's safe and secure.
Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be

able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new

4ﬁhuahn “sud Copfal or s AT - s
proposals mean " small bu51nesses in enterprise zones,
2 gﬂwﬂwmmw

and gllmlnatlng the capital galns tax oaasceé=sap;tai] Gﬁmﬂr

@ We' re /0/’0\//0!/ incwﬁ'\/&. ,Q.,_ M/oy4fs D Latmis Mre rews sme MZL .

pa#a Our proposals mean economic growth and most importantly,

Jobs. //

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, géf
many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
incentives for public housing residents to move out -- and move
up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American
Dream. // And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.

There's something reassuring about being part of a

—

neighborhoodE7_Ihe;eLs—a—}et—to~be—said~£o€la community that

pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each other.
Each community in America is different, and its residents know

Engggét to take care of each other -- what the best options are
for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring programs to broaden choice at the local level. Our
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future.
Of course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal

Qs 7 - s Chsmina /72
remedies work, we are refining our éi¥i&—fighté]laws. [1991 Civil

Rights bill insert to come]. e eovil n‘/M ek ey Lo W

But the sixties are over.| And so is the civil rights \ Q

debateﬂj That debate has been yg%)-- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of
1965. // And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plenty

ants- %'W/'W%"
of (éivilrights)laws on the books -- and plenty of lawyers in

courtrooms to argue over them.
I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are
lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or

got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul

the will to live one more day.

Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in
the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and lives on
in the American Dream. This is our Administration's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
movement. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream

a reality.
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We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our
moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill
America's destiny as a land of opportunity for all.
With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

# ##
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( (Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see SO many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every

man and woman here this morning believes in the power of the

individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed

the land of opportunity. For 200 years, America has been the
home of democracy, the birthplace of free ﬁarkets and free
people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy
of the world.

From its start, the story of America has been the story of
opportunity. Throughout our history, men and womén have
pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history -- our Bill of Rights. Abraham
Lincoln broke forever the chains of human slavery. The suffrgge
movement made the'promise of democracy a reality for women. The
founders of our public 'schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their sﬁruggle for equal rights, the leaders of the givil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is th® Ftory of -Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes ffom our history
books. There ére jﬁst as many "new American heroés“ today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before
is pride, and integrity, and faith in the dignity of man, and
courage to overcome the odds. It's called leadership by example
-- and it's what makes America the world's great citadel of
freedom. // A

These modern visionaries are the ones making history -
propelling us into the Next American Century. '[éxamples to
come]. | |

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our

country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement

driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be
part of something larger than ourselves? If if isn't creating a
better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't
the freedom to take command of our own future? |

For most people, tﬁese aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stakg in the comﬁunity, fee;ing
secure at home and on the job ahd in the neighborhood.

But tor some, America has not yet fuXfilled its destiny as a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less wfite one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
American Dream. |

I'm here to tell you that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of
life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the
American Dream. We must offer them hope. We must quarantee them
opportunity. |

' Some have said "hope is a waking dream." Thét awakening
beginé with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill. .And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
More options for even greater opportunity.

The Administration's Educatibn‘bill puts this kind of choice
in the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the
best school tO'atfend. We've seen choice and competition improve
education -- from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our higher :

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly
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competitive. It's time all Americans become consumers and demand
éhoice in -education. |

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
and accountability into our school sysﬁem. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administrators to work together to meet the
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities.in Schools shows that the battle to give young people
education, direction and hope can be won. We must cut the
dropout rate =-- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at
school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nofhing short of the restructuring of American education.
Let me lay out the five principles that should guide our efforts
to empower parents, éxpand'choice and encourage excellence. The
principlés are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that are respohsive, market oriented and ﬁerformance-
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national
education goals set in Charlottesville -- becau;e we can't expect
to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class
schools.

Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be
15 million new jobs. To fill those jobs, American business will
look increasingly to growing populations -- blacks and hispanics
—- and to people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers
with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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-- will go'to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality

education. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn if there is violence iﬁ-the’classroom. or crihé in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one
around.

Intimidated by crime, low-incoﬁe Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be across town or even just around the corner. They're thé
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
deéleré and muggers down the hall, or down.the street. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better 1life.

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casualities of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protéction
against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equél justice, swiftly and predictably, fegardless'

/
of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. Americans
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can only walk down the road to opportunity if thetstreets are
safe.// |

An education. A neighborhood that!s™-safe and secure.
Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened
by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
‘able to get one. For our‘hardest hit urban areas, our new
proposals mean starting up small businesses in enterprise zones,
and eliminating the capital gains tax on see@ capital. That
means removing the disincentivgs facing those on welfare who want
to work. And it means allowing people to take home more of their
pay; Our proposals mean ecohomic growth and most importantly,
Jobs. //

The Américan Dream  also means choosing where to live and, to
many working éeople, owning a home someday. We're offe:ing
incentives for public housing residents to move out -- aﬁd move
up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American
Dream. // And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.

There's something reassuring about being part of a
neighbérhood. There's a lot to be said for a community that
pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each'other.
Each community in America is different, and its residents know
how best to take care of each other -- what the best options are
for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring programs to broaden choice at the local level. Our
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strength as a nation l1ies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams
for the future. o LT e -

Of course, vestigés of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal
remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil
Rights bill insert to come]. |

But the sixties are over. And so is the civil rights
debate. That debate has been won -- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // Won by those who enacted
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of
1965.—[/ and the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plenty
of civil rights laws on the books -- and plenty of 1awy¢rs‘in
courtrooms to argue over them.

I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best friends are
lawyers. 'But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or
got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul
the will to live one more day.

Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in
the heart of eﬁer& person who believes in freedom, and liveg on
in the American Dream. This is our Administration's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
movement. The great poet Carl Sandburé wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream

a reality.
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We face a new Century —-- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill

America's-destiny as a land of opportunity for all.--

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

# ##
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.

(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has

 passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members

of ASAE -- t6 channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tap your power and transform a nation through community service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faceé,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man and woman here this morning believes in the power of the
individual, and is bolstered by the notion that America is indeed
the land of opportunity. .For 200 years, America has been the
home of democracy, thé birthplace of free markets and free
people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy
of the world.

From its start, the story of America has been the story of
opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have
pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history -- our Bill of Rights. Abraham
Lincoln broke forever the chains of human slavery. The suffrage
movement made the promise of democracy a reality for women. Thé
founders 6f our pubiic schools uhleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil
rights movement unshackled the oppressed and disenfranchised.
The story of opportunity in America is the story of “Thomas Paine
and Frederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from.our history
books. Thefe are just as many "new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before
is pride, and integrity, and faith in the dignity of man, and
courage to overcome the odds. It's called leadership by example
-- and it's what mékes America the world's great citadel of
freedoﬁ. l/

These modern visionaries are the ones making historf -
propelling us into the Next Amefican Century. [examples to
come]. |

- Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as éhe
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our
country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement
driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

qu what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to. be
part of something larger than ourselves? If it isn't creating a

better life for our children than we might have had? If it isn't

" the freedom to take command of our own future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a,stake in the cqmmunity, feeling
secure at home and on the job-and in the neighborhood.

But for some, America has not yet fulfilled its destiny'és a
land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless
and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute
and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones who can't read a simple sentence -- much less write one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
American Dream.

I'm here to tell you that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of
life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the
American Dream. We must offer them hope. We mﬁst quarantee them
opportunity.- |

' " Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakéning
begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort,- Developing a skill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
More options for even greater opportunity;

The Administration's Education bill puts this kind of choice
in the hands of students and parents -- so they can Choﬁse the
best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve
education -~ from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our higher

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly'
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competitive. 1It's time all Americans bécome consumers an& demand
choice in education.

We're also proposing education-reforms to build flexibility
and accountability into our school system. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administrétofs tp work together to meet the
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities in Schools shows that the béttle to give young people
education, direction and hope can be won. We must cut the

dropout rate -- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at

- school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nothing short of the‘restructuring ovamerican education.
Let me lay out the five principles that should guide our efforts
to eméower parents, expand choice and encouragé excellence. The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; aﬁd _
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national
education goals set in Charlottesville -- because we can't expect
to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class
schools.

Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 yearé will be
15 million new jobs. To fill those jobs, American business will
look increasingly to growing populations -- blacks and hispanics
-- and to people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers
with disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs
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-- will go‘to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality

" education. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning.environments. Children cannot
1éarn if there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leéve the house with no one
around.. |

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be acréss town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families from the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down'thg streét. And so
they're trapped in their homes, fearful and alone, slowly losing
the hope of a better life. | |

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that'this battle for the.streets of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casualities of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthened protection
against sex crimes and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts
that mete out equal jﬁstice, swiftly and predictably, regardless

of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. BAmericans
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can_only‘walk dpwn the road to opportunity if the streets are
safe.// |
AAn education. A neighborhood that's -safe and secure.

Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opehed

by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be
able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new
proposals mean starting up small businesses in enterprise zones,
and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. That
means removing the disincentives facing those on welfare who want
to work. And it means allowing.people to take home more of their
péy. Our proposals mean economic growth and most importantly,
jobs. //

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, to
many working people, owning‘a home someday. We're offering
incentives for public housing residents to move out -- ahd move -
up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American
Dream. // And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.

There's something reassuring about being part of a
neighborhood. There's a lot to be said for a community that
pulls togethér in times of crisis; that looks out for each other.
Each community in America is different, and its residents know
how best to take-care of each other -- what the best options aré
for progréms and sefvices for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring programs ﬁo broaden choice at the local level. Our
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --

. the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and dreams

for the future. - . -

Of course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatréd, bigotry,
and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legai
remedies work, we are refining'our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil
Rights bill insert to come]. |

‘But the sixties are over. And so is the civil rights
debate. That debate has been won -- won by those who decided
Brown vs. the Board of Education. // ﬁon by those who enacted

the civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of

1 1965. ]/ And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plenty

of civil rights laws on the books -- and plenty of lawyers in
courtrooms to argue over them. |

I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best fqiends are
lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. Or
got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul
the will to live one more day.

Opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in
the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and lives on
in the American Dream; This is our Administration's agenda for
opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the

movement. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make ﬁhe Dream

a reality.
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We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now =-- to fulfill

America's destiny as a land of opportunity for all.

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

#EE
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
Attorney General Thornburgh and Secretaries Kemp and Sullivan and
Acting Education Secretary Ted Sanders; and of course, Bob
Woodson of the Center for Neighborhood Enterprise. It's hard to
believe a year has passed since the day I challenged the members
of ASAE -- to channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
and transform a nation through community service. What a
terrific job you've done.))

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man and woman here believes in the power of the individual, and
is bolstered by the conviction that America is indeed a land of

opportunity. For more than 200 years, America has been the home

of free markets and free people. There is no question:

opportunity in America is the envy of the world.

The story of America has been the story of opportunity.

Throughout our history, we have pioneered the frontiers of
liberty for all humanity. Our Founding Fathers created perhaps
the most simple-yet profound document in modern history -- our
Constitution and Bill of Rights. Abraham Lincoln broke forever
the chains of human slavery. The suffrage movement made the

promise of democracy a reality for women. The founders of our
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public schools unleashed our national potential through universal
education. And by their struggle for equal rights, the leaders
of the civil rights movement helped bring dignity to the
oppressed and disenfranchised. The story of opportunity in
America is the story of Thomas Paine and Frederick Douglass,
Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright brothers and Rosa Parks.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our past.
There are the "new American heroes" of today, many of them in

this room. They, too, are inspired by pride, integrity, faith in

the dignity of man, and courage to overcome the odds. 1It's

called leadership by example —— and it's made America the world's

dgreat beacon of freedom. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --
propelling us into the Next American Century.

Theirs is a movement more than 200 years old -- as old as
the Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind" and what I call "the
American idea." It continues to sweep our country today with a

vigor as strong as ever. It is a vision driven by the strength

and power of the American Dream.

I share that vision -- for what is the American Dream, if it
isn't wanting to be part of something larger than ourselves? If
it isn't creating a better 1life for our children than we might
have had? If it isn't the freedom to take command of our future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the

blessings of good health, having a home to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home, on the job, and in the neighborhood.

But for others, America has not yet fulfilled the promise of
equality of opportunity. We know who they are: they are the
hopeless and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The
unemployed and the underemployed. The ones who can't read. The
ones who can't write. They are the ones who don't believe they
will ever share in the American Dream.

I'm here to tell any American for whom hope lies dormant: we
will not forget you. // We will not forget those who have not
yet shared in the American Dream. // Yes, we must offer them
hope. But we must guarantee them opportunity. //

It's been said, "hope is a waking dream." That awakening
begins with learning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill, and with it,
independence. Earning a living, with dignity and personal
growth. More skills mean more freedom -- more options for even
greater opportunity.

Today, our Administration is proposing an agenda to expand
opportunity and choice for all Americans. It involves more than
six major initiatives across the scope of our entire government:
restoring quality education; ensuring crime-free neighborhoods;
strengthening civil and legal rights for all; creating jobs and
new businesses; expanding access to homeownership; and allowing

localities a greater share of responsibility. In its entirety, I
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believe it represents one of the most far-reaching efforts in
decades to unleash the talents of every citizen in America.

In several weeks, I will have legislation to enact this
agenda on the desk of every Congressman. The Administration's
Educational Excellence proposals, for example, will put choice in
the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the best
school to attend. Our higher education system is clearly the
finest in the world -- creative, innovative, and highly
competitive. From the G.I. Bill to Pell Grants, college students
already have the power to choose. Now it's time our education
system -- all of it -- became the finest in the world. //

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
and accountability into our school systems. We've seen what
education reform can do -- from East L.A. to East Harlem. We're
encouraging Governors to bring together teachers, parents and
administrators to work together to meet thé needs of all
students. We must cut the dropout rate -- and ensure that every
student in America arrives at school ready to learn, and
graduates ready to work. //

For some time now, the Administration has called for the
restructuring of American education. We've got to raise our
expectations for our students and our schools. But if we're
going to ask more of them, it wouldn't be fair to tie the hands
of the teachers and principals -- particularly those who make a

difference. We need responsive schools -- customer-driven ones,

if you will. Schools that are more market-oriented, and
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performance-based -- because it's time we recognize that

competition can spur excellence in our schools. Choice is the

catalyst for change, the fundamental reform that drives forward
all others. These ideas will steer us toward meeting the
national education goals the Governors and I set after the
Education Summit -- because we can't expect to remain a first-

class economy if we settle for second-class schools.

Millions of jobs await America's graduates in the coming
years. To fill those jobs, entrepreneurs will look increasingly
to America's minorities -- Blacks, Hispanics and Asians -- and to
people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers with
disabilities and mothers who have chosen to work outside the
home. The majority of those jobs are safer, cleaner, higher-

skilled, better-paying jobs. And they will go to the ones who

have what it takes -- a quality education. //

Everyone knows the best education takes place in a safe,
drug-free environment. It is difficult for children to learn if
there is violence in the classroom. Or crime in the schoolyard.
Or drug pushers along the way home. And older students and
workers find it hard to attend night school or put in late hours
at the office ~- because of the danger that darkness brings,
especially in crime-ridden neighborhoods.

Low-income Americans are the ones more likely to be
intimidated by crime and less likely to be able to take advantage
of opportunities that may be across town or even just around the

corner. They're the ones defending themselves and their families
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from the drug dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the
street. They're the ones who need opportunity the most.

It is in their name that this battle for the streets of our
cities must be waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug
kingpins should be the casualties of this war. Our tactics:
mandatory sentences for using a firearm in a violent crime.
Strengthened protection against sex crimes and child abuse.
Tough prosecutors. Courts that mete out equal justice, swiftly
and surely. A prison system that is up to the job. And finally,
our strategy must include an unequivocal commitment to our young
people. There are meaningful and adventurous alternatives to a
life of crime. //

It starts with an education. A neighborhood that's safe and
secure; Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door
is opened by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job
should be able to get one. Of course, vestiges of the past
remain.; Bigotry and discrimination still exist. But, we have
powerful legal tools for eliminating discrimination -- and
remember, the legal guarantees of equality of opportunity are
largely in place: Brown vs. the Board of Education. The Civil
Rights Act of 1964. The Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Fair
"Housing Acts of 1968 and 1988. The Americans with Diéabilities
Act of 1990.

To assure that every American enjoys the equality of
opportunity and access, I am determined to continue vigorous

enforcement of these and other civil rights laws. //
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And where our laws need improvement, I am committed to

refining them. We will soon introduce legislation with strong
new remedies to protect women from sexual harassment and
minorities from racial prejudice in the workplace, and I call on
the Congress to act promptly on this important initiative.

But legislation that only creates a lawyer's bonanza helps
no one. [[Now, I know a lot of lawyers ... Some of my best
friends are lawyers.]] // But we all know where opportunity

really begins. It begins with a job. //

In our hardest hit urban and rural areas our enterprise zone
proposal will create new small businesses. We're providing new
incentives for employers to hire more workers. And by
eliminating the capital gains tax on businesses in these areas,
and attracting more seed capital, our proposals mean economic
growth, more minority entrepreneurs and most importantly, Jjobs.

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and,
for many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
public housing residents not only control and management of their
own community but, for the first time, access to homeownership
and private property -- to gain a stake in their communities.
We've asked Congress to provide much-needed funding for the HOPE
program in 1991, to make this opportunity a reality in our inner
cities this year. And we're proposing that Americans be allowed
to use the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. These
initiatives will bring us closer to our goal of one million new

homeowners by 1992.
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You know, there's something reassuring about becoming part
of a neighborhood -- a community that pulls together in times of
crisis, that looks out for one another. Each community in
America is different, and its residents know best how to take
care of each other -- what the best options are for programs and
services for those who need a hand. So we're proposing to allow
communities to restructure programs at the local level.

Our strength as a nation lies in the strength of our
communities -- the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our
-hopes and dreams for the future. Thié is our Administration’'s
agenda for opportunity. It begins in the heart of every person
who believes in freedom, and lives on in the American Dream.
Every man and woman in this room shares its vision. The great
poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing happens unless first a
dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream a reality.

We face a new Century -- a new American Century. Half a
world away, our allied troops face a defining moment in the new

world order. And they are succeeding in their battle because

each and every one 6f them possesses pride in their country,
integrity in their cause and courage in their heart.

Our veterans will be home -- soon -- to a grateful nation.
I want to ensure that their return is to a land of equal
opportunity. Just as they have stood to safeguard our freedom,
let us stand -- with pride, integrity, and courage in our hearts

-- and expand the freedoms of all Americans. It's up to each of
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us to secure the triumph of '""the American idea." That idea is

oppoftunitv.//

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

###
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((Thank you, Bill [Taylor], for that warm introduction.
(other acknowledgements) ... It's hard to believe a year has
passed since the day I issued a set of challenges to the members
of ASAE -- fo channel the tremendous energy of this organization,
tab your power and transform a nation through community service.
[More to come] ))

Looking around the room today, I see so many familiar faces,
so many people making a difference in the lives of others. Every
man ana woman hére this morning believes in the power of the
individual, and is bolstered by the notion thatlAmerica is indeed
the land of opportunity. For 200 years, America has been the
home of democracy, the birthplace of free markets and'free
people. There is no question: opportunity in America is the envy
of the world. |

From its start, the story of America has been the story of
opportunity. Throughout our history, men and women have
pioneered the frontiers of liberty for all humanity. Our
Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple yet profound
document in modern history -- our Bill of Rights. Abraham
Lincoln broke forever the chains of human slavery. The suffrage
movement made the promise of democracy a reality for woﬁen. The

founders of our public schools unleashed the potential of an

educated citizenry by introducing universal free education. And
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by their struggle for equal rights, the léaders.of the civil
rights movement unshackled the obpressed and disenfranchised.
The story -of opportunity in America is the story of -Thomas Pqine
and Ffederick Douglass, Mother Seton, Clara Barton, the Wright
Brothers and Jesse Owens. |

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our history
books. There are just as many "new American heroes" today, many
of them in this room. What they share with those who went before
is pride, and»inte rity, and ;gi;g in the dignity of man, and
courage tb overcome the odds. 1It's called leadership.by exanmpile
--_and it's what makes America the world's gfeat citadel of
freedom. //

These modern visionaries are the ones making history --
propelling us into the Next American Century. [examples to
come].

Theirs is a movement 200 years old -- as old as the
Declaration of Independence -- a movement defined by what
Jefferson called "the American mind." It continues to sweep our
country today with a vigor as strong as ever. It is a movement
driven by the strength and power of the American Dream.

For what is the American Dream -- if it isn't wanting to be
part of something largef than ourselves? If it isn't creating a
better iife for .our children than we might have had? If it isn't
the freedom to take command of our own future?

Fof most people, these aspirations mean enﬁoying the

blessings of good health, having a place to call one's own,
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raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling
secure at home and on the job and in the neighborhood.
But for some, America has not yet fulfilled its destiny as a

land of opportunity. We know who they are: They are the hopeless

~and the homeless. The friendless and the fearful. The destitute

and the desperate. The unemployed and the unemployable. The
ones.who can't read a simple séntence -- much less write one.
They are the ones who don't believe they will ever share in the
American Dreamn.

I'm here to tellnyou that we will not forget these Americans
for whom hope lies dormant, for whom despair is a daily fact of

life. We will not forget those who have not yet shared in the

American Dream. We must offer them hope. We must guarantee them

opportunity.

Some have said "hope is a waking dream." That awakening
begins with 1eafning. Understanding the power and potential of
individual effort. Developing a skill. And the independence it
brings. The ability to earn a living. With dignity and
opportunity for personal growth. More skills mean more choices.
More options for even greater opportunity.

The Administration's Education bill puts this kind of choice

in the hands of students and parents -- so they can choose the

‘best school to attend. We've seen choice and competition improve

education -- from Minneapolis to East Harlem. Our highef

education system is clearly the finest in the world -- and highly
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‘competitive. It's time all Americans become consumers and deméhd
choice in education. . |

We're also proposing education reforms to build flexibility
and accountability into our schooi system. We're encouraging
teachers, parents and administrators to work ;gggggg;'to meet the
needs of all students -- the success of community partnerships
like Cities in Schools shows that the battle to giﬁe*young péople
education, direction and hope can be won. We must cut the
dropout rate -- by ensuring that every kid in America arrives at
school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work. //

For quite some time now, the Administration has been calling
for nothing shért of the restructuring of American education.
Let me lay out the five principles that should guide our efforts
to empower parents, expand choice and encourage excellence. The
principles are: high expectations; decentralized authority; and
schools that are responsive, market oriented and performance-
tested. These will guide our efforts to meet the national
education goals set in Charlottesville -- because we can't expect
to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class
schools.

Awaiting America's graduates over the next 20 years will be
15 millién new jobs. To £ill those jobs, American business will
look increasingly to growing populations -- blacks and hispanics
-- and to people just entering the economic mainstream -- workers
with disabilities and mothers ﬁho have chosen to work outside the

home. Those 15 million jobs -- more skilled, better paying jobs



5

-- will go to the ones who have what it takes -- a quality
education. ]/ -

Everyﬁne knows the bestheducation takes place in classrooms
that are drug-free, safe, learning environments. Children cannot
learn if there is violence in the ciassroom. Or crime in the
schoolyard. Or drug‘pushers along the way home. And older
students and workers find it hard to attend night school or put
in late hours at the office -- because often they're afraid to
walk home alone after dark, or leave the house with no one
around. |

Intimidated by crime, low-income Americans are the ones
least likely to be able to take advantage of opportunities that
may be acroés town or even just around the corner. They're the
ones defending themselves and their families fme the drug
dealers and muggers down the hall, or down the street. And so -
they're trapped in their homes, feafful and alone, slowly losin§
the hope of a better life. |

They're the ones who need opportunity the most. It is in
their name that this battle for the streets. of our cities must be
waged. The thugs, and the gangs, and the drug kingpins should be
the casualities of this war. The weapons are mandatory sentences
for using a firearm in a violent crime. Strengthéned protection
against sex crimés and child abuse. Tough prosecutors. Courts

that mete out equal justice, swiftly and predictably, regardless

of race. And a prison system that is up to the job. Aamericans



-6

can only walk déwn the road to opportunity if the streets are

safe.//

An education. A neighborhood that's-safe and secure.

Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door is opened

-by one thing: A job. Every American who wants a job should be

able to get one. For our hardest hit urban areas, our new
proposals méan starting up small businesses in entérprise zones,
and eliminating the capital gains tax on seed capital. That
means removing the disincentives facing those on welfare who want
to work. And it means allowing people to take home more of their
pay. Our proposals mean ecohomic growth and most importantly,
iobs. //

The American Dream also means choosing where to live and, to
many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
incentives for public housing residents to move out - aﬁd move
up -- into the economic mainstream -- and into the American
Dream. // And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use
the money in their IRAs to buy their first home. This will bring
us closer to our goal of one million new homeowners by 1992.

| There's something reassuring about being part of a
neighborhood. There's a lot to be said for a community that
pulls together in times of crisis, that looks out for each other.
Each community in America is different, and its re51dents know
how best to take care of each other -- what the best optlons are
for programs and services for those who need a hand. So we're

restructuring programs to broaden choice at the local level. Our
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strength as a nation lies in the strength of our communities --
the sum of our neighborhoods and.families, our hopes and dreams
for the future. - - -

Of course, vestiges of the past remain. Hatred, bigotry,

- and racial discrimination still exist in America. Where legal

remedies work, we are refining our civil rights laws. [1991 Civil
Rights bill insert to come].

But the sixties are over. And so is the civil rights
debate. That debate has been won -- won by those who decided
Brown vs; the Board of Education; // Won by those who enacted
the civil Rights Act of 1964. // And the Voting Rights Act of
1965. //‘ And the Fair Housing Act of 1968. // There are plenty
of civil rights laws on thelbooks -- and plenty of lawyers in
couftrodms to argue over them. |

I know a lot of lawyers. Some of my best frignds-are
lawyers. But no one ever learned how to read in a courtroom. 6r
got a job there. Or rebuilt a neighborhood. Or gave a lost soul
the will to live one more day.

opportunity doesn't begin in the courtroom. It begins in

the heart of every person who believes in freedom, and lives on

in the American Dream. This is our Administration's agenda for

opportunity. Every man and woman in this room is a member of the
movement. The great poet Carl Sandburg wrote that "nothing

happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to make the Dream

a realitx.
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We face a new Century -- a new American Century -- and our

moment in history is here. The time is now -- to fulfill

America's destiny as'a land of ogportunitz;for all. -

With God's help and yours, we will succeed. God bless the

United States of America. Thank you very much.

###



N

OPPORTUNITY ACTION PLAN
FEBRUARY 27, 1991
J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL

-.11 00 A.M.

THANK YOU, BILL [TAYLORI, FOR THAT WARM
INTRODUCTION. ATTORNEY GENERAL THORNBURGH AND
SECRETARIES KEMP AND SULLIVAN AND ACTING EDUCATION
SECRETARY TED SANDERS; AND OF COURSE, BOB WOODSON OF
THE CENTER FOR NEIGHBOﬁHOOD ENTERPRISE. IT'S HARD TO
BELIEVE A YEAR HAS PASSED SINCE THE DAY I CHALLENGED
THE MEMBERS OF A.S.A.E. -- TO CHANNEL THE TREMENDOUS
ENERGY OF THIS ORGANIZATION, AND TRANSFORM A NATION
THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE. WHAT A TERRIFIC JOB YOU'VE |

* DONE.

LOOKING AROUND THE ROOM TODAY, I SEE SO MANY
FAMILIAR FACES, SO MANY PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN
THE LIVES OF OTHERS. EVERY MAN AND WOMAN HERE BELIEVES
IN THE POWER OF THE INDIVIDUAL, AND IS BOLSTERED BY THE

_CONVICTION THAT AMERICA IS INDEED A LAND OF

OPPORTUNITY. FOR MORE THAN 200 YEARS, AMERICA HAS BEEN
THE HOME OF FREE MARKETS AND FREE PEOPLE. THERE IS NO
QUESTION: OPPORTUNITY IN AMERICA IS THE ENVY OF THE

WORLD.



THE STORY oF. AMERICA HAS BEEN THE STORY OF
OPPORTUNITY. THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY, WE HAVE PIONEERED
THE FRONTIERS OF LIBERTY FOR ALL HUMANITY. OUR = -
FOUNDING FATHERS CREATED PERHAPS THE MOST SIMPLE YET
'_ PROFOUND DOCUMENT IN MODERN HISTORY -- OUR CONSTITUTION -

'AND BILL OF RIGHTS. ABRAHAM LINCOLN BROKE FOREVER THE -
 CHAINS OF HUMAN SLAVERY. THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT MADE
THE PROMISE OF DEMOCRACY A REALITY FOR WOMEN. THE
FOUNDERS ‘OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNLEASHED OUR NATIONAL.
~ POTENTIAL THROUGH UNIVERSAL EDUCATION. AND BY THEIR
STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS, THE LEADERS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT HELPED BRING DIGNITY TO THE: OPPRESSED

o AND DISENFRANCHISED. THE STORY OF OPPORTUNITY IN

AMERICA IS THE STORY OF THOMAS PAINE.AND FREDERICK
DOUGLASS, MOTHER SETON, CLARA BARTON, THE WRIGHT
BROTHERS AND ROSA PARKS.



'BUT IT DOESN'T END THERE, WITH THESE,HEROES FROM
OUR PAST. THERE ARE THE "NEW AMERICAN HEROES" OF
‘TODAY,'MANY OF THEM IN THIS ROOM. THEY, T0O, ARE
INSPIRED BY gglgg;-INTEGRITY,'EA;IQ‘IN THE DIGNITY OF
MAN, AND COURAGE TO OVERCOME THE ODDS. IT'S CALLED

LEADERSHIP BY EXAMPLE -- AND IT'S MADE AMERICA THE
'WORLD'S GREAT BEACON OF FREEDOM. //

THESE MODERN VISIONARIES ARE THE ONES MAKING
HISTORY -- PROPELLING US INTO THE NEXT AMERICAN
CENTURY.

- " THEIRS IS A MOVEMENT MORE THAN__OO YEARS OLD -- AS
: OLD AS THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE -- A MOVEMENT
DEFINED BY_NHAT JEFFERSON CALLED "THE AMERICAN MIND"_
. AND WHAT I CALL "THE AMERICAN -IDEA." IT CONTINUES TO
SNEEP OUR COUNTRY TODAY WITH A VIGOR AS STRONG AS EVER.

~IT IS A VISION DRIVEN BY THE STRENGTH AND POWER OF THE
AMERICAN DREAM. | |




I SHARE THAT VISION -- FOR NHAT.IS THE AMERICAN
DREAM, IF IT ISN'T WANTING TO BE PART OF SOMETHING
LARGER THAN OURSELVES? IF IT ISN'T CREATING:A BETTER
LIFE FOR OUR CHILDREN THAN WE MIGHT HAVE HAD? IF IT
ISN'T THE FREEDOM TO TAKE COMMAND OF OUR FUTURE?

FOR MOST PEOPLE, THESE ASPIRATIONS MEAN ENJOYINGjTHE
BLESSINGS OF GOOD HEALTH, HAVING A HOME TO CALL ONE'S
OWN, RAISING A FAMILY, HOLDING A STAKE IN THE' »
COMMUNITY,‘FEELING SECURE AT HOME, ON. THE JOB, AND IN
THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

BUT FOR OTHERS, AMERICA HAS NOT YET FULFILLED THE
PROMISE OF EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY. WE KNOW WHO THEY
ARE:‘THEY'ARE THE HOPELESS AND THE HQMELESS. THE
FRIENDFESS AND THE FEARFUL. THE UNEMPLOYED AND THE
UNDEREMPLOYED. THE ONES WHO CAN'T READ. THE ONES WHO
- CAN'T WRITE. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO DON’'T BELIEVE THEY
'WILL EVER SHARE IN THE AMERICAN DREAM. |



I'M HERE TO TELL ANY AMERICAN FOR WHOM HOPE LIES
DORMANT: WE WILL NOT FORGET YOU. // WE WILL NOT FORGET
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET SHARED IN THE AMERTCAN DREAM. //
YES, WE MUST OFFER THEM HOPE. BUT WE MUST GUARANTEE
THEM_QPPORTUNITY. // | ‘ |

IT'S BEEN SAID, "HOPE IS A WAKING DREAM." THAT.
AWAKENING BEGINS WITH LEARNING. UNDERSTANDING THE
POWER AND POTENTIAL OF INDIVIDUAL EFFORT. DEVELOPING A
SKILL, AND WITH IT, INDEPENDENCE. "EARNING A LIVING,
WITH DIGNITY AND PERSONAL GROWTH. MORE SKILLS MEAN
MORE FREEDOM -- MORE OPTIONS FOR EVEN GREATER
OPPORTUNITY. |



TODAY. OUR ADMINISTRATION IS PROPOSING AN AGENDA TO

EXPAND OPPORTUNITY AND CHOICE FOR ALL AMERiQANS. IT
INVOLVES MORE THAN SIX MAJOR INITIATIVES ACROSS THE

SCOPE OF OUR ENTIRE GOVERNMENT: RESTORING QUALITY

- EDUCATION; ENSURING CRIME-FREE NEIGHBORHOODS;
STRENGTHENING CIVIL AND LEGAL RIGHTS FOR ALL; CREATING
JOBS AND NEW BUSINESSES; EXPANDING ACCESS TO -
HOMEOWNERSHIP; AND ALLOWING LOCALITIES A GREATER SHARE

- OF RESPONSIBILITY; IN ITS ENTIRETY, I BFLIEVE IT
REPRESENTS ONE QF THE MOST FAR-REACHING EFFORTS IN

DECADES TO UNLEASH THE TALENTS OF EVERY CITIZEN IN
AMERICA.



IN SEVERAL WEEKS, I WILL HAVE LEGISLATION TO ENACT

: .THIS AGENDA. ON THE DESK OF EVERY CONGRESSMAN THE .

ADMINISTRATION'S EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE PROPOSALS, FOR
EXAMPLE, -WILL PUT CHOICE IN THE HANDS OF STUDENTS AND
PARENTS -- SO THEY CAN CHOOSE THE BEST SCHOOL TO -
ATTEND. OUR HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM IS CLEARLY THE
FINEST IN THE WORLD -- CREATIVE, INNOVATIVE, AND HIGHLY
COMPETITIVE. FROM THE .I. BILL TO PELL GRANTS, |
COLLEGE STUDENTS ALREADY HAVE THE POWER TO CHOOSE. NOW
IT'S TIME OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM -- ALL OF IT -- BECAME

THE FINEST IN THE WORLD. // . -

'WE'RE ALSO PROPOSING EDUCATION REFORMS TO BUILD

* FLEXIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY INTO QUR SCHOOL SYSTEMS.
" WE’VE SEEN WHAT EDUCATION REFORM CAN DO -- FROM EAST.
L.A. TO EAST HARLEM. WE'RE ENCOURAGING GOVERNORS TO
BRING TOGETHER TEACHERS, PARENTS AND ADMINISTRATORS TO
'WORK TOGETHER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL STUDENTS. KE
MUST CUT THE DROPOUT RATE -- AND ENSURE THAT EVERY
STUDENT IN AMERICA ARRIVES AT SCHOOL READY T LEARN
AND GRADUATES READY TO WORK. //



FOR SOME TIME NOW, THE ADMINISTRATION HAS CALLED -
FOR}THE:RESTRUCTURING OF AMERICAN EDUCATION. WE'VE GOT
TO RAISE OUR EXPECTATIONS FOR OUR STUDENTS AND OUR )
SCHOOLS. - BUT IF WE'RE GOING TO ASK MORE: OF THEM, IT
WOULDN'T BE FAIR TO TIE THE HANDS OF THE TEACHERS AND
PRINCIPALS -- PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
WE NEED RESPONSIVE SCHOOLS -- CUSTOMER-DRIVEN ONES, IF
YOU WILL. SCHOOLS THAT ARE MORE MARKET-ORIENTED, AND
 PERFORMANCE-BASED -- BECAUSE IT’S TIME WE RECOGNIZE
THAT COMPETITION CAN SPUR EXCELLENCE IN OUR SCHOOLS.
CHOICE IS THE CATALYST FOR CHANGE, THE FUNDAMENTAL
REFORM THAT DRIVES FORWARD ALL OTHERS. THESE IDEAS
WILL STEER US TOWARD MEETING THE NATIONAL EDUCATION |
GOALS THE GOVERNORS AND I SET AFTER THE EDUCATION
SUMMIT -- BECAUSE WE CAN'T EXPECT TO REMAIN A FIRST-

CLASS ECONOMY IF WE SETTLE FOR _§ECOND-CLASS- SCHO0L§. :



MILLIONS OF JOBS AWAIT AMERICA'S GRADUATES ‘IN THE
COMING YEARS. TO FILL THOSE JOBS, ENTREPRENEURS WILL
LOOK INCREASINGLY TO AMERICA'S MINORITIES --.BLACKS,
HISPANICS AND ASIANS -- AND TO PEOPLE JUST ENTERING THE
ECONOMIC MAINSTREAM -- WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES AND
MOTHERS WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO WORK OUTSIDE THE HOME; THE
MAJORITY OF THOSE JOBS ARE SAFER, CLEANER, HIGHER- |
'SKILLED, BETTER-PAYING JOBS. AND THEY WILL GO TO THE
ONES WHO HAVE WHAT IT TAKES -- A QUALITY EDUCATION. //

‘EVERYONE KNOWS THE BEST EDUCATION TAKES PLACE IN A
SAFE, DRUG-FREE ENVIRONMENT. IT IS DIFFICULT FOR
CHILDREN TO LEARN IF THERE IS VIOLENCE IN THE
CLASSROOM. OR CRIME IN THE SCHOOLYARD. OR DRUG
PUSHERS ALONG THE WAY HOME. AND OLDER STUDENTS AND
WORKERS FIND IT HARD TO ATTEND NIGHT SCHOOL OR PUT IN
LATE HOURS AT THE OFFICE -- BECAUSE OF THE DANGER THAT
DARKNESS BRINGS, ESPECIALLY IN CRIME-RIDDEN
© NEIGHBORHOODS.
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LOW-INCOME - AMERICANS ARE THE ONES MORE LIKELY TO BE
 INTIMIDATED BY CRIME AND LESS LIKELY TO BE ABLE TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES THAT MAY BE ACROSS TOWN OR
EVEN JUST AROUND THE CORNER. THEY'RE THE ONES
DEFENDING THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES FROM THE DRUG
DEALERS AND MUGGERS DOWN THE HALL, OR DOWN THE STREET.
THEY'RE THE ONES WHO NEED OPPORTUNITY THE MOST.

~IT IS IN THEIR NAME THAT THIS BATTLE FOR THE
STREETS OF OUR CITIES MUST BE WAGED. THE THUGS AND
THE GANGS, AND THE DRUG. KINGPINS SHOULD BE THE
CASUALTIES OF THIS WAR. OUR TACTICS: MANDATORY
SENTENCES FOR USING A-FIREARM IN A VIOLENT CRIME.
STRENGTHENED PROfECTION AGAINST SEX CRIMES AND CHILD
ABUSE TOUGH PROSECUTORS. '~ COURTS THAT METE OUT EQUAL
JUSTICE SWIFTLY AND SURELY. A PRISON SYSTEM THAT IS
UP TO THE JOB. AND FINALLY, OUR STRATEGY.MUST INCLUDE
AN UNEOUIVOCAL COMMITMENT TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. Iuggg
' RE MEANING FUL AND ADVENTUROUS ALTERNATIVES TO A LIFE

F_CRIME. //
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IT STARTS WITH AN EDUCATION. A NEIGHBORHOOD THAT'S
'SAFE AND SECURE. OPPORTUNITY IS BUILT ON THESE
FOUNDATIONS, BUT THE DOOR IS OPENED BY ONE THING: A
JOB. EVERY AMERICAN WHO WANTS A JOB SHOULD BE ABLE TO
' GET ONE. OF COURSE, VESTIGES OF THE PAST REMAIN.

~ BIGOTRY AND DISCRIMINATION STILL EXIST. BUT, WE HAVE
POWERFUL LEGAL TOOLS FOR ELIMINATING DISCRIMINATION --
AND REMEMBER, THE LEGAL GUARANTEES OF EQUALITY OF
OPPORTUNITY ARE LARGELY IN PLACE: BROWN VS. THE BOARD
OF EDUCATION. THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964. THE |
VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965. THE FAIR HOUSING ACTS OF
1968 AND 1988. THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF
1990.

TO ASSURE THAT EVERY AMERICAN ENJOYS THE EQUALITY

OF OPPORTUNITY AND ACCESS, I _AM DETERMINED TO CONTINUE
~ VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT OF THESE AND OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS

LAWS. //
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AND WHERE OUR LAWS NEED IMPROVEMENT, 1 AM COMMITTED
T0 REFI HEM. WE WILL SOON INTRODUCE LEGISLATION
WITH STRONG NEW REMEDIES TO PROTECT WOMEN FROM SEXUAL
HARASSMENT AND MINORITIES FROM RACIAL PREJUDICE IN THE
WORKPLACE, AND I CALL ON THE CONGRESS TO ACT PROMPTLY
ON THIS IMPORTANT INITIATIVE.

BUT LEGISLATION THAT ONLY CREATES A LAWYER'S
BONANZA HELPS NO ONE. [INOW, I KNOW A LOT OF LAWYERS
... SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE LAWYERS.11 // BUT WE

ALL KNQ“ WHERE OPPORTUNITY REALLY BEGINS. :IT'BEQINS -
WITH A JOB. //

IN OUR HARDEST HIT URBAN AND RURAL AREAS OUR
ENTERPRISE ZONE PROPOSAL WILL CREATE NEW SMALL
BUSINESSES. WE'RE PROVIDING NEW INCENTIVES FOR
EMPLOYERS TO HIRE MORE WORKERS. AND BY ELIMINATING THE
CAPITAL GAINS TAX ON BUSINESSES IN THESE AREAS, AND
ATTRACTING MORE SEED CAPITAL, OUR PROPOSALS MEAN
ECONOMIC GROWTH, MORE MINORITY ENTREPRENEURS AND MOST
- IMPORTANTLY, JOBS.
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| “THE AMERICAN DREAM ALSO MEANS CHOOSING WHERE TO
LIVE AND, FOR MANY WORKING PEOPLE, OWNING A HOME
SOMEDAY{ WE'RE OFFERING PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENTS NOT .
- ONLY CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF THEIR OWN COMMUNITY BUT;’
FOR THE FIRST TIME, ACCESS TO HOMEONNERSHIP AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY -- TO GAIN A STAKE IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.
_WE'VE ASKED CONGRESS TO PROVIDE MUCH- NEEDED FUNDING FOR
ETHE HOPE PROGRAM IN 1991, TO MAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY A
REALITY IN OUR INNER CITIES THIS YEAR. AND WE'RE
PROPOSING THAT ‘AMERICANS BE ALLOWED TO USE THE MONEY IN
 THEIR IRAS TO BUY THEIR FIRST HOME. THESE INITIATIVES
WILL BRING US CLOSER TO OUR GOAL OF ONE MILLION. NEW
HOMEQWNERS BY 1992. '
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'YOU KNOW, THERE'S SOMETHING REASSURING ABOUT
BECOMING PART OF A NEIGHBORHOOD -- A COMMUNITY THAT
PULLS TOGETHER IN TIMES.OF CRISIS, THAT LOOKS OUT FOR
ONE ANOTHER. EACH COMMUNITY IN AMERICA IS DIFFERENT,
AND ITS RESIDENTS KNOW BEST HOW TO TAKE CARE OF EACH
OTHER -- WHAT THE BEST OPTIONS ARE FOR PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES FOR THOSE WHO NEED A HAND. SO WE'RE PROPOSING
TO ALLOW COMMUNITIES TO RESTRUCTURE PROGRAMS AT THE
LOCAL LEVEL. |

OUR STRENGTH AS A NATION LIES IN THE STRENGTH OF
OUR  COMMUNITIES -- THE SUM OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS AND
FAMILIES, OUR HOPES.AND DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE. THIS IS
OUR‘ADMINiSTRATION'S AGENDA FOR OPPORTUNITY. IT BEGINS
IN THE HEART OF EVERY PERSON WHO BELIEVES IN FREEDOM,
AND LIVES ON IN THE AMERICAN DREAM. EVERY MAN AND
- WOMAN IN THIS ROOM SHARES ITS VISION. THE GREAT POET
CARL SANDBURG WROTE THAT "NOTHING HAPPENS ‘UNLESS FIRST
A DREAM." OQUR MANDATE IS TO MAKE THE DREAM A REALITY.
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WE FACE A NEW CENTURY -- A NEW AMERICAN CENTURY.
'HALF A WORLD AWAY, OUR ALLIED TROOPS FACE A DEFINING
MOMENT IN THE NEW WORLD ORDER. AND THEY ARE SUCCEEDING
IN THEIR BATTLE BECAUSE EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM
POSSESSES PRIDE IN THEIR COUNTRY, INTEGRITY IN THEIR
CAUSE AND COURAGE IN THEIR HEART.

‘OUR VETERANS WILL BE HOME -- SOON -- TO A GRATEFUL

NATION. I WANT TO ENSURE THAT THEIR RETURN IS TQ A
- LAND OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY. JUST AS THEY HAVE STOOD TO
SAFEGUARD OUR FREEDOM, LET US STAND -- WITH PRIDE,

INTEGRITY, AND COURAGE IN OUR HEARTS -- AND EXPAND THE
FREEDOMS OF ALL AMERICANS. IT'S UP TO EACH OF us 10
SECURE THE TRIUMPH OF "THE AMERICAN IDEA." THAT IDEA
IS QPPORTUNITY.// | L

WITH GOD’'S HELP AND YOURS, WE WILL SUCCEED.

GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. THANK YOU
VERY MUCH. | | |
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. And what a
wonderful reception. And I interpret that, I think properly, the
same way I interpreted the applause at the State of the Union message
-- as strong support for those men and women that are serving our
country overseas. And now the war is almost over, and I think we owe
them a vote of thanks, and I think I heard it right now. So thank
you, Bill, and I'm just delighted to be here.

I want to shift and talk about domestic matters. And
Bill, I couldn't help but glance at this marvelous quilt coming in
here, and I do think that we owe you and all the others in the
association a vote of thanks for following through and, indeed, being
points of light. R

I want to salute our Attorney General who is with us
today:; our two able Secretaries so concerned also about what we're
talking about today, Secretaries Kemp and Sullivan; Ted Sanders, who
is doing a superb job as our Acting Secretary at Education; and, of
course, my old friend, a man so well-known to all of you, Bob Woodson
of. the Center for Neighborhood Enterprise. You know, it's hard to
believe that a year has passed since the challenge Bill mentioned,
since I challenged the members of ASAE to channel the tremendous
energy of this organization and transform a nation through community
service. And what a terrific job you've done.

Looking around the room today, peeking, before I came in

here, I see so many familiar faces, so many people that are making a
difference in the lives of others. Every man and woman here believes
in the power of the individual, and is bolstered by the conviction
that America is indeed a land of opportunity. For more than 200
" years, America has been the home of free markets and free people.

And there is no question: opportunity in America is the envy of the
entire world. :

The story of America has been the story of opportunity.
Throughout our history, we've pioneered the frontiers of liberty for
all humanity. Our Founding Fathers created perhaps the most simple
yet profound document in modern history -- our Constitution and Bill
of Rights. Abraham Lincoln broke forever the chains of human
slavery. The suffrage movement made the promise of democracy a
reality for women. The founders of our public schools unleashed our
national potential through universal education. And by their
struggle for equal rights, the leaders of the civil rights movement
helped bring dignity to the oppressed and disenfranchised. The story
of opportunity in America is the story of Thomas Paine and Frederick
Douglass, Clara Barton, the Wright brothers, Rosa Parks.

But it doesn't end there, with these heroes from our
past. There are the new American heroes of today, many of them in -
this room. And they, too, are inspired by pride, integrity, faith in
the dignity of man, and courage -- yes, courage to overcome the odds.
It's called leadership by example -- and it's made America the
world's great beacon of freedom.

MORE



These modern visionaries are the ones that are making
history -- propelllng us into the next American century.

Thelrs is a movement ~- it's more than 200 years old --
as old as the Declaration of Independence =-- a movement defined by
what Jefferson called "the American mind" and what I've been calling
"the American idea." It continues to sweep our country today with a
vigor as strong as ever. It's a vision driven by the strength and
power of the American Dream.

, And I share tHat vision =-- for what is the American Dream
~if it isn't wanting to be part of something larger than ourselves?
If it isn't creating a better life for our children than we might'
have had? If it isn't the freedom to take‘command of our future?

For most people, these aspirations mean enjoying the
ble551ngs 0of good health or having a home to call one's own, or .
raising a family, holding a stake in the community, feeling secure --
secure at home or in our neighborhood. :

But for others, sadly, America has not yet fulfiled the
promlse of equality of opportunity. We know who they are: They're
the hopeless and the homeless, the friendless and the fearful, the
unemployed and the underemployed, the ones who can't read, the ones
who can't write. They are the ones who don't believe that they will
ever share in the American Dream.

: I'm here to tell any American for whom hope lies dormant:
We will not forget you. We will not forget those who have not yet
shared in the American Dream. We must offer them hope. But we must

guarantee them opportunity.

-It's been said, "Hope is a waking dream." That awakening
begins with learning, understandlng the power and potential of
individual effort, developing a skill, and with it, independence,
earning a living, with dignity and personal growth. More skills mean
more freedom -- more options for even greater opportunity.

Today, our administration is proposing an agenda to
expand opportunity and choice for all. It involves more than six
major initiatives across the scope of our entire government:
.restoring quality education, ensuring crime-free neighborhoods,
.strengthening civil and legal rights for all, creating jobs and new

' .,businesses, expanding access to homeownershlp, and allowing

localities a greater share of responsibility. 1In its entlrety; I .
believe it represents one of the most far-reaching efforts in decades
to unleash the talents of every citizen in America.

In several weeks, I will have legislation to enact this
agenda on the desk of every congressman. The administration's
“Educational-Execellence.proposals, by way of example, will put ch01ce
in the hands of students and parents -- so that they can c¢hoose the'
best school to attend. Our higher education system is clearly,
ungquestionably, the finest in the world -- creative, innovative and
highly competitive. From the G.I. Bill to Pell Grants, college.
students already have the power to choose. .And now it's time that
our education system, all of it, became the finest in the world.

We're also proposing education reforms to build
flexibility and accountability into our school systems. We've seen
what education reform can do, from East L.A. to East Harlem. We're
encouraging governors to bring together teachers, parents and .
administrators to work together to meet the needs of all students.

We must cut the dropout rate and ensure that every student in America
arrives at school ready to learn, and graduates ready to work.

For some time now, the administration has called for the
restructuring of American education. We've got to raise our
expectations for our students and our schools. But if we're going to
ask more of them, it wouldn't be fair to tie the hands of the
teachers and principals -- particularly those who make a difference.
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We need responsive schools -- customer-driven ones, if you will.
Schools that are more market-oriented, and performance-based, because
it's time we recognize that competition can spur excellence in our
schools. Choice is the catalyst for change, the fundamental reform
that drives forward all others. These ideas will stir us and guide
us toward meeting the national education goals the governors and I
set up after that famous Education Summit -- because we can't expect
to remain a first-class economy if we settle for second-class
schools.

Millions of jobs await America's graduates in the coﬁing
years. But-to fill those jobs, entrepreneurs will look increasingly

-to America's minorities: blacks, Hispanics and Asians, and to people

just entering the economic mainstream, workers with disabilities, and
mothers who have chosen to work outside the home. The majority of
those jobs are safer, are cleaner, higher skilled, better paying
jobs. And they will go to the ones who have what it takes -- a
quality education.

Everyone knows the best education takes place in a safe,
drug-free environment. It is difficult for children to learn if
there's violence in the classroom. Or crime out in the schoolyard.
Or drug pushers along the way home. And older students and workers
find it hard to attend night school or put in late hours at the
office because of the danger that darkness brings, especially in
crime-ridden neighborhoods.

Low-income Americans are the ones more likely to be
intimidated by crime, less likely to be able to take advantage of
opportunities that may be across town or even just around the corner.
They're the ones defending themselves and their families from the
drug dealers and muggers down the hall or down the street. And
they're the ones who need opportunity the most.

- It is in their name that this battle for the streets of
our cities must be waged. The thugs and the gangs and the drug
kingpins should be the casualties of this war. Our tactics:
mandatory sentences for using a firearm in a violent crime,
strengthened protection against sex crimes and child abuse, tough
prosecutors, courts that mete out equal justice, swiftly and surely,
a prison system that is up to the job. And finally, our strategy
must include an unequivocal commitment to our young people. There
are meaningful and adventurous alternatives to a life of crime.

And it starts with education, a neighborhood that's safe and secure.

Opportunity is built on these foundations, but the door
is opened by one thing -- a job. Every American who wants a job
should be able to get one. Of course, vestiges of the past remain.
Bigotry and discrimination, regrettably, still do exist. But we have
powerful legal tools for eliminating discrimination. And remember,
the legal guarantees of equality of opportunity are largely in place:
Brown vs. the Board of Education, the Civil Rights ‘Act of 1964, the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, the Fair Housing Acts of both 1968 and
1988, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

To assure that every American enjoys the equality of
opportunity and access, I am determined to continue the vigorous
enforcement of these and of all our civil rights laws.

And where our laws need improvement, I am committed to
refining them. We will soon introduce legislation with strong new
remedies to protect women from sexual harassment and minorities from
racial prejudice in the workplace. And I call on the Congress to act
promptly on this important initiative.

But legislation that only creates a lawyer's bonanza
helps no one. We all know where opportunity really begins. It
begins, as I said above, it begins with a Jjob.

In our hardest hit urban and rural areas our enterprise
zone proposal will create new small businesses. We're providing new
incentives for employers to hire more workers, by eliminating the
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capital gains tax on businesses in these areas, and attracting more
seed capital. Our proposals mean economic growth, more mlnorlty
'entrepreneurs ‘and most 1mportantly, again, jobs.

. " The Amerlcan dream also means choosing where to llve and
-for many working people, owning a home someday. We're offering
public housing residents not only control and management of their own
community, but for the first tlme, access to home ownershlp and
private property to gain a stake in their communities. We've asked
the Congress to provide much-needed- fundlng for the HOPE program in
1991, to make this opportunlty a reality in our inner cities this
year. And we're proposing that Americans be allowed to use the money
from their IRAs to buy their first home. These initiatives will
brlng us closer to our goal of one mllllon new homeowners by 1992.

You know, there's something reassuring about becomlng a
part of a neighborhood, a community that pulls together in times of
crisis, that looks out for one another. Each community in America is
different, and its residents know best how to take care of each
other, what the best optlons are for programs and services for those
who need a hand. And so we're proposing to allow communities to
restructure programs at the local level.

- Qur strength as a nation lies in the strength of our

communities, the sum of our neighborhoods and families, our hopes and

dreams for the future. This is our administration's agenda for
opportunity. It begins in the heart of every person who believes in
freedom and lives on in the American Dream. Every man and woman in
this room shares its vision. The great poet, Carl Sandburg, put it
this way: '"nothing happens unless first a dream." Our mandate is to
make the dream a reality.

We face a new century, a new American century. Half a
world away, our allied troops face a defining moment in the new world
order. And they are succeeding in their battle because each and
every one of them possesses a pride in their country, 1ntegr1ty in
their- cause and courage in their heart. oo

Our troops will be home soon -- comlng home to a grateful
nation. And I want to ensure that their return .is to a land of equal
opportunity. And just as they have stood to safeguard our freedom --
the world's freedom -- let us stand with pride, integrity and courage
in our hearts and expand the freedoms of all Americans. It's up to

-each of us to secure the trlumph of "the American 1dea." _And that
idea is opportunity. )

- With God's help and yours, we will succeed. Thank YOu
all very much. And may God bless our troops, and may God bless the
United States of America. (Applause.)

END : 11:30 A.M. EST



