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Document No. D( 5/7 ;3

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

ATE 02/25/91 10:00 a.m. Tuesday 02/26

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN
(02725 7:50 p.m, draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o MCCLURE 0 o
SUNUNU 0 NEWMAN 0 o
“;ﬂ;'o@ SCOWCROFT o O PORTER - .
DARMAN o o ROGICH A/e Q/ 0
BRADY o w” UNTERMEYER 0 0
CARD o v
DEMAREST ﬂ/ 0
FITZWATER o O
‘z“g‘,";&b’ GRAY g/ 0 0O 0
HOLIDAY o O 0 O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x 2930, no later than 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 02/26, with a
copy to this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



[Lange/Blymire]
February 25, 1991
: 7:50 P.M.
{ THURMAN.DOC]

g1 FEB 25 PH T:52

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN
CEREMONIAL HALL, FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991
4:40 P.M.

Thank you, Dick [Cheney]. What an outstanding job this

Secretary of Defense is doing. \\
A y
Chief of Staff of the-Air-Fereei General Carl Vuono —- X
[more acknowledgements to come]. I'm sorry I won't be able to
stay for the ceremony -- but I hope you'll understand.

To all of you here today -- thank you. Through your X

devotion to our common defense, you show the same irit and
commitment we're now seeing shine so brilliantly@f;z the }(

actions of every single man and woman now serving in the Persian

Gulf. \\\ Ap C
gcﬁb%f)v\\‘ W \’)@8} o5t
[ Gulf update possible? ] td§9’ \uigxﬁg \”’f dJL/'J
ﬁQJ%B o éé#t>
They say you can'é keep a good man down -- and the man we
honor this afternoon -has—lived—a—li-fe-that ﬁroves it. )<

! feon o Hhe. ‘ 0.’
F\@istinguished field artillerysoﬁficer? two tours in Vietnam; )(
four stars; Commander-in-Chief of the_ Southern Command -- a

5 . Duman a9 Ne- 1D Dpbestienal, 6S
general wh0=was”§s“generous as he Mﬁg&jhst. General Maxwell R. )(

Thurman. \\\ 'hﬂqi

General ThurmadAdevoted'his career to helping.all around him

Qe

reach their-highestjﬁgiential. His life and work are a testament X



i

to the power of the individual. And his brilliant role in the
liberation of Panama was a fitting grace note to a great career.
. By assuring the freedom.of the Panamanian people, General
Thurman has played a crucial role in the revival of-democracy in
this hemisphere.
At home aﬁd abroad, America has been‘fortunate to have

Maxwell Thurman in uniform. He has been the man who never

shirked responsibility._ I've been told, for %Sstance, that
General Thurman was standing outside the Papal ~-Nuncio*when
somebody asked who was responsible for the loud music.

He immediately said, "I am the music man. CINC Music." \\\
From one Commander in Chief to another -- well done. \\\

-But if you can't keep a good man down, it's also true that
it's hard to see a good man go. Especially in time of war.

General Thurman, your retirement from service -- as well-earned

S | . Siaply afated, there. \o he fhwre.

as it 1is -- leaves a great VOldaﬁ,.A\(‘Of’ﬂ"é‘id DQ@&C,,Q,’L i~ e, UN*'@&‘\ j*cf(gré
We will miss your strong and steady guidance. _But_we—wilh;;ﬁﬂhﬁ‘

.”",) )
;.net-benw-i-thoutmyoum-wa,ndﬁge will never forget you - - but INa UUDL(
Mol pense e il Nnot bf

A generation of servicemen and women -- some of whom will uJ!I\DL#’
rise to match your rank -- now go forward with your leadership inﬁjau”
their minds, and your example in their hearts.

Your devotion to service has brought honor to your nation.

And your commitment to America has inspired admiration in us all.

Thank you, sir.



* RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN \ FORT MVER %f]
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991\ 4:40 P.M. .~ |

' TNANk’YOU, Drcx [CHENEYi NHAT AN Q!I§IANQLN_ JOB o

'THIS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IS DOING \\ o

- CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY, GENERAL CARL Vuono; ~ . -
" MEMBERS OF CONGRESS I'M SORRY 1 WON'T BE ABLE TO STAY |

o FOR THE CEREMONY -- BUT I HOPE YOU'LL UNDERSTAND

. _
To ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY -~ THANK. YOU. - THROUGH

YOUR DEVOTION TO OUR COMMON DEFENSE YOU SHOW THE SAME
SPIRIT AND COMMITMENT WE'RE NOW SEEING SHINE SO :

BRILLIANTLY IN THE ACTIONS OF EVERY SINGLE MAN AND
WOMAN ' NOW SERVING IN THE PERSIAN GULF \\\4115? |
THEY SAY You CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN -- AND THE -
'~ MAN WE. HONOR THIS AFTERNOON PROVES I - pk;é%éck




-3 -
A DISTINGUISHED OFFICER OF THE FIELD ARTILLERY; TWO
- TOURS IN VIETNAM; FOUR STARS; COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE
SOUTHERN COMMAND -- A GENERAL WHO IS AS HUMAN AS HE IS

PROFESSIONAL, AS GENEROUS AS HE IS JUST. GENERAL
MaxwerLr R, THurMmAN. \\\

GENERAL THURMAN HAS DEVOTED HIS CAREER TO HELPING
ALL AROUND HIM REACH THEIR FULLEST'POTENTIAL.

-4 -

- HIS LIFE AND WORK ARE A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF THE
INDIVIDUAL. AND HIS BRILLIANT ROLE IN THE LIBERATION
OF PANAMA WAS A FITTING GRACE NOTE TO A GREAT CAREER.

BY ASSURING THE FREEDOM OF THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE,
GENERAL THURMAN HAS PLAYED A CRUCIAL-ROLE IN THE |
REVIVAL OF DEMOCRACY IN THIS HEMISPHERE. |

AT HOME AND ABROAD, AMERICA HAS BEEN FORTUNATE TO

HAVE MAXWELL THURMAN IN UNIFORM. HE HAS BEEN THE MAN

WHO NEVER SHIRKED RESPONSIBILITY.




-5 -

I'vE BEEN TOLD, FOR INSTANCE, THAT GENERAL THURMAN WAS
STANDING OUTSIDE THE PAPAL NUNCIATURE, WHEN SOMEBODY
 ASKED WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOUD Musrc.
" 'HE IMMEDIATELY SAID, "I AM THE MUSIC MAN. CINC
Muszc." \\\ | | ., |
FROM ONE COMMANDER IN CHIEF TO ANOTHER -- WELL DONE.
BN\ |

BUT IF YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN, IT'S ALSO
TRUE THAT IT'S HARD TO SEE A GOOD MAN GO.

T

-6 -

ESPECIALLY IN TIME OF WAR. GENERAL THURMAN, YOUR
RETIREMENT FROM SERVICE -- 'AS WELL- ~EARNED AS IT IS --
LEAVES A GREAT VOID. SIMPLY STATED, THERE IS NO MORE
DEDICATED OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY. |

WE wILL MIss YOUR STRONG AND STEADY GUIDANCE. WE
WILL NEVER FORGET YOU -- BUT IN A VERY REAL SENSE WE
WILL NOT BE WITHOUT YOU.



| -7 -
A GENERATION OF SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN -- SOME OF

WHOM WILL RISE TO MATCH YOUR RANK -- NOW GO FORWARD
WITH YOUR LEADERSHIP IN THEIR MINDS, AND YOUR EXAMPLE

"IN THEIR HEARTS.

YOUR DEVOTION TO SERVICE HAS BROUGHT HONOR TO YOUR
NATION. AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO AMERICA HAS INSPIRED
ADMIRATION IN US ALL. THANK YOU, SIR.

- ¢

ST me— T :—.——‘zmn—T - w -
il .

o e ]




'RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN \

FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991 \ 4:00

M
P.M.

THANK YOU, DICK’[CHENEY] ' wHAT AN OUTSTANDING JOB g

 THIS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IS DOING. \\
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY, GENERAL CARL VUONO,

MEMBERS OF CoNGRESS. I'M SORRY I WON'T BE ABLE TO STAY

FOR THE CEREMONY -- BUT I HOPE YOU'LL UNDERSTAND.

To ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY -- THANK YOU. THROUGH
 YOUR DEVOTION TO OUR COMMON DEFENSE, YOU SHOW THE SAME
' SPIRIT AND COMMITMENT WE'RE NOW SEEING SHINE SO
BRILLIANTLY IN THE. ACTIONS OF EVERY SINGLE MAN AND
WOMAN NOW SERVING IN THE PERSIAN GULF. \\\

T "Wllll-llll-ﬁ'

-2 -
I°VE JUST RECEIVED AN UPDATE FROM SECRETARY CHENEY

ON OPERATION DESERT STORM. As I_NOTED EARLIER ToDAY,
WE ARE NOT ONLY ON SCHEDULE ~~ WE ‘ARE AHEAD OF

SCHEDULE - No CoMMANDER- IN CHIEF HAS EVER BEEN -SO PROUD

OF AMERICA'S MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM

THEY say YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN -- AND THE

MAN WE HONOR THIS AFTERNOON PROVES IT.

A



=+ RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN \

FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991 \ 4:00

M
P.M.

THANK -You, Drck [CHENEY]. WHAT AN Q!I§IAHQLH§ JOB
THIS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IS DOING. \\
| CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY, GENERAL CARL Vuono;
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS I'M SORRY I WON'T BE ABLE TO STAY
FOR THE CEREMONY -- BUT I HOPE YOU'LL UNDERSTAND.
To ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY -- THANK You. THROUGH
4,Y0UR DEVOTION TO OUR COMMON DEFENSE, YOU SHOW THE SAME
SPIRIT AND COMMITMENT WE'RE NOW SEEING SHINE SO
BRILLIANTLY IN THE ACTIONS OF EVERY SINGLE MAN AND
~ WOMAN NOW SERViNG'IN‘THE PERSIAN GULF. \\\

-

-2 -

I'VE JUST RECEIVED AN UPDATE FROM SECRETARY CHENEY
ON OPERATION DESERT.STORM. As I. NOTED EARLIER TODAY,
WE ARE NOT ONLY ON SCHEDULE -- WE ARE AHEAD OF
SCHEDULE. No COMMANDER- -IN-CHIEF HAS EVER BEEN S0 PROUD
OF AMERICA’'S MEN AND WOMEN IN "UNIFORM.

THEY SAY YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN -- AND THE
MAN WE HONOR THIS AFTERNOON PROVES IT.



. -3-

‘A DISTINGUISHED OFFICER OF THE FIELD ARTILLERY; TWO
TOURS IN VIETNAM; FOUR STARS; COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE
SOUTHERN COMMAND -- A GENERAL WHO IS AS HUMAN AS HE IS

PROFESSIONAL, AS GENEROUS AS HE IS JUST. GENERAL
‘MaxwerLL R. THurMAN. \\\

GENERAL THURMAN HAS DEVOTED HIS CAREER TO HELPING

ALL AROUND HIM REACH THEIR FULLEST POTENTIAL.

-4 -

HIS LIFE AND WORK ARE A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF THE
INDIVIDUAL. AND HIS BRILLIANT ROLE IN THE LIBERATION
OF PANAMA WAS A FITTING GRACE NOTE TO A GREAT CAREER.

BY ASSURING THE FREEDOM OF THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE,
-GENERAL THURMAN HAS PLAYED A CRUCIAL-ROLE IN THE
REVIVAL OF DEMOCRACY IN THIS HEMISPHERE.

AT HOME AND ABROAD, AMERICA HAS BEEN FORTUNATE TO
HAVE MAXWELL THURMAN IN UNIFORM. HE HAS BEEN THE MAN
WHO NEVER SHIRKED RESPONSIBILITY. |




- : -5 -
| I VE BEEN TOLD, FOR INSTANCE, THAT GENERAL THURMAN WAS
' STANDING OUTSIDE THE PAPAL NUNCIATURE, 'WHEN SOMEBODY

ASKED WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOUD MUSIC.
He IMMEDIATELY SAID, "I AM THE MUSIC MAN. . CINC

»MUSIC." \\\

' FROM ONE COMMANDER IN CHIEF TO ANOTHER -- WELL DONE.

,\\\
BUT IF YOU CAN T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN, IT'S ALSO
‘TRUE THAT IT'S HARD TO 'SEE A GOOD MAN GO.

. |
- 6 -

ESPECIALLY IN TIME OF WAR. GENERAL THURMAN, YOUR
RETIREMENT FROM SERVICE -- AS WELL-EARNED AS IT IS --
LEAVES A GREAT VOID. .SIMPLY STATED, THERE IS NO MORE
DEDICATED OFFIcER IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY. |
| WE_wILL‘NISS YOUR STRONG AND STEADY GUIDANCE;:_WE_A
WILL NEVER FORGET YOU -- BUT IN A VERY REAL SENSE WE
WILL NOT BE WITHOUT YOU.



- RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN \ FORT MYER
- TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991 \ 4:40 P.M.

THANK vou, Drck [CHENEY]. NNAT AN gulglANg;Ng JOB
THIS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IS DOING. \\

" CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY, GENERAL CARL Vu0No, |
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. I’'M SORRY I WON'T BE ABLE TO STAY
FOR THE CEREMONY -- BUT I HOPE YOU'LL UNDERSTAND. |

L TN
il

: --2_

To ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY -- THANK YOU. .THROUGH
YOUR DEVOTION TO OUR 'COMMON DEFENSE YOU SHOW THE SAME
SPIRIT AND COMMITMENT WE’ RE NOW SEEING SHINE SO
" BRILLIANTLY IN THE ACTIONS OF EVERY SINGLE MAN AND
>w0MAN NOW SERVING IN THE PERSIAN GULF. \\\ |

" THEY. SAY YOU CAN’ T KEEP A GOOD MAN nowN -- AND THE
MAN wE HONOR THIS AFTERNOON PROVES IT.



-3 -

A DISTINGUISHED OFFICER OF THE FIELD ARTILLERY; TWO
TOURS IN VIETNAM; FOUR STARS; COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE

SOUTHERN COMMAND -- A GENERAL WHO IS AS HUMAN AS HE IS
PROFESSIONAL, AS GENEROUS AS HE IS JUST. GENERAL
Maxwerr R. THURMAN. \\\

GENE#AL THURMAN HAS DEVOTED HIS CAREER TO HELPING
ALL AROUND HIM REACH THEIR FULLEST POTENTIAL.

-4 - |
HIS LIFE AND WORK ARE A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF THE
INDIVIDUAL. AND HIS BRILLIANT ROLE IN THE LIBERATION
OF PANAMA WAS A FITTING GRACE NOTE TO A GREAT CAREER.
BY ASSURING THE FREEDOM OF THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE,
GENERAL THURMAN HAS PLAYED A CRUCIAL-ROLE IN THE
' REVIVAL OF DEMOCRACY IN THIS HEMISPHERE.
AT HOME AND ABROAD, AMERICA HAS BEEN FORTUNATE TO
HAVE MAXWELL THURMAN IN UNIFORM. HE HAS BEEN THE MAN
WHO NEVER SHIRKED RESPONSIBILITY.




| -5 - |
I'VE BEEN TOLD, FOR INSTANCE, THAT GENERAL THURMAN WAS
STANDING OUTSIDE THE PAPAL NuucrATunﬁ;'WHEN_somsaobv"
' ASKED WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOUD MUSIC.
 HE IMMEDIATELY SAID, "I AM THE MUSIC MAN. CINC

Muszc.™ \\\ - | o |
FROM ONE COMMANDER IN CHIEF.TO'ANOTHER -~ WELL DONE.
\\\ _, - _'

BUT IF YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN, IT'S ALSO
TRUE THAT IT'S HARD TO SEE A GOOD MAN .

N B
. . -6- .
ESPECIALLY IN TIME OF WAR. GENERAL ' THURMAN, YOUR |
RETIREMENT FROM senvrce -- AS WELL-EARNED AS IT IS --
LEAVES A GREAT VOID. ' SIMPLY STATED, THERE IS NO MORE
DEDICATED OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES ArRmMY .
WE WILL MISS YOUR STRONG AND STEADY GUIDANCE. WEe

" WILL NEVER FORGET YOU -- BUT IN A VERY REAL SENSE WE:
WILL NOT BE WITHOUT YOU.



. -7‘- . .
A GENERATION OF SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN -- SOME OF
" WHOM WILL RISE TO MATCH YOUR RANK -- NOW GO FORWARD
WITH YOUR LEADERSHIP IN THEIR MINDS, AND YOUR EXAMPLE
IN THEIR 'HEARTS.

YOUR DEVOTION TO SERVICE HAS BROUGHT HONOR TO YOUR
NATION. AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO AMERICA HAS INSPIRED
ADMIRATION IN US ALL. THANK YOU, SIR.

| # o4 #

— - ~:—r‘m’v - ”
i

h &3
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 26, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTQNO}p
~ FROM: ' MARK LANGE 72
SUBJECT: GENERAL THURMAN RETIREMENT CEREMONY

This afternoon, at 4:40 p.m., you will address approximately
.300-500 attendees at the retirement ceremony of General Maxwell
Thurman. Your remarks, at Ceremonial Hall at Fort Myer, are 3-5
minutes in length, and will be on cards. : ‘



- [Lange/Blymire]

February 25, 1991 .
- 7:50 P.M.

[ THURMAN.DOC] .

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN .
- CEREMONIAL HALL, FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 1991
4:40 P. M.

Thank yom,-Dick [Cheney]. What an outstanding job this |
'-Secretary of Defense is d01ng. \\ ' B )

Chlef of Staff of the Army, General Carl Vuono; Members of
éongress. I'm sorry I won't be able to_stay for the ceremony --
but I hope you'll understand. '_ -

To_gll.of»you hereitoday--- thank you. - Through your
devotion to our common defense,.yom show the same spirit and
commltment we're now seelng shine so brllllantly 1n the actions

_of every s1ng1e man and woman now serv1ng in the Per51an Gulf.

WL
[ Gulf ubdate’possible? ]ﬂ- .

They sey you csn‘t.keep a good man down -- and the man we

»'-honor thlS afternoon proves 1t.

A dlstlngulshed offlcer of the field artillery; two tours in

Vietnam, four-stars, Commander-ln-Chlef of the Southern Command

-- a general who is as human as he is rofes51onal, as generous

as he is just. General Maxwell R. Thurman. \\\

General‘Thurman_has devoted his career to helping all around

him reach their fullest potential. His life and work are a



.Atestament to the power of ‘the 1nd1v1dua1. And his brilliant roiev-
in the llberatlon of Panama was a flttlng grace note to a great
career. - |
| By aseuring the'freedom_of the Panananian people, General,
Thurmanthas.played'a-oruoial role ‘in the revival_of demoeraoy inl-
this hemlsphere. |
At home and.abroad America has been fortunate to- have '

Maxwell Thurman in uniform. He has been the man who never

ehirked'responsibility. I've been told, for instance, that
General Thurman was standinnguteide the Papal Nunciature, when
somebody asked'who was responsihle,for the loud music.

He immediately said "I amlthe musio'man. CINC Music." \\\
-Fromlone Commander in Chief to another —— well done. W\

- But if you can't keep '‘a good man down, 1t's also true that
it's hardﬁto see a good man go. Especially in'time-of ‘war.
lGeneral Thurman, -your retlrement from service -- as well-earned
~as it is -- 1eaves a great void. Slmply stated there 1s ‘no more
" dedicated officer in the United States Army.

- We will'miss'your strong and.steady éuiaance; We-will'neyer
forget you - but’inﬁa very real sense we will not be without
you;~' : . :

A-generation of servicemen and wonen -—veome-of whom will
"rise to match your rank — now go forward with your‘ieadership.in'
their minds,-and your example in their'hearts;
Your devotlon to service has brought honor to your nation.

. And your commltment to America has 1nsp1red admlratlon in us all.

Thank you, sir.’
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORA

ATE 02/25/91 10:00 a.m. Tuesday 02/26

- ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN

(02775 7550 o5, Grafel
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT a o MCCLURE 0 O
SUNUNU 0 NEWMAN o o
scowcnon—a/ O PORTER - -
DARMAN o O ROGICH v o
BRADY o w UNTERMEYER - -
CARD O v ROGERS a &
DEMAREST / =) WINSTON O {
FITZWATER o O 0 0
GRAY D/ 0 O 0
HOLIDAY o o - -

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x 2930, no later than 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 02/26, with a
copy to this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE: February 26, 1991
MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

The NSC staff concurs in the attached Presidential Remarks, subject

to the changes noted. //
[ )~
Brent Scowcroft PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
cc: Phillip D. Brady and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702



[(Lange/Blymire]

February 25, 1991

9] FEB 25 PH 7: 52 7:50 P.M.
[ THURMAN . DOC ]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN
CEREMONIAL HALL, FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRURR¥MZ7 1991

_~4:40 P.M. -

Y
;'/ \
/

Thank you, Dick [Cheney]. What an outstanding jog\ghls

Secretary of Defense is doing. /////—‘}Glfvj
|

Chief of Staif of the General Carl Vuono‘--

[more acknowledgeméh@s o come]. m sorry I won't be,able to

stay for the ceremony -=-_bu \I\nope you'll understand

To all of you here today — thank you.i Through your
devotion to our common defense, you show the samec;g;rlt and
commitment we're now seeing shine so brllllantlxy/ln the

actions of every single man and woman now serving in the Persian

Gulf. \\\
[ Gulf update possible? ]

They say you can't keep a good man down -- and the man we

honor thls afternoon(g::st;nnd=t=¥§¥5:3532§proves o

o icer oF Fba
Q ,ﬁlstlngulshedAfleld artlllery,offrcery two tours in Vietnam;

four stars; Commander-in-Chief of the Southern Command -- a
huwan as he WS prafessional ) as g

general who was as denerous as he ggé just. General Maxwell R.
5

Thurman. \\\

General Thurman devoted his career to helping all around him

Fullst
reach their -highest potential. His life and work are a testament



to the power of the individual. And his brilliant role in the
liberation of Panama was a fitting grace note to a great career.
By assuring the freedom of the Panamanian people, General
Thurman bms played a crucial role in the revival of democracy in
this hemisphere.
At home and abroad, America has been fortunate to have

Maxwell Thurman in uniform. He has been the man who never

shirked responsibility. I've been told, for instance, that
General Thurman was standing outside the Papal Nuncio, when
somebody asked who was responsible for the loud music.

He immediately said, "I am the music man. CINC Music." \\\
From one Commander in Chief to another -- well done. \\\

But if you can't keep a good man down, it's also true that
it's hard to see a good man go. Especially in time of war.

General Thurman, your retirement from service -- as well-earned
L A e g
as it is -- leaves a great void. ” L Uity Mt

We will miss your strong and steady guidance. .But we-will
bot .

nMWMWwill never forget you.-- 6‘ A o n/*’-g

avare ok il ot e gk NTAYN

A generation of servicemen and women -- some of whom will
rise to match your rank -- now go forward with your leadership in
their minds, and your example in their hearts.

Your devotion to service has brought honor to your nation.

And your commitment to America has inspired admiration in us all.

Thank you, sir.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING ME@TQ DI}M

02/25/91
ATE:

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

suBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS : RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN

ACTION FY! ACTION  EYI
VICE PRESIDENT a & MCCLURE 0 -
SUNUNU o NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT o O PORTER o 0
DARMAN O g ROGICH g/ o
BRADY o w UNTERMEYER o=
CARD o v BOGERS o &

| DEMARESL._-y - WINSTON a w
FITZWATER O 0O - -
GRAY U/ 0 0 0
HOLIDAY 0 0 —_— 0 O

.‘

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
X 2930, no later than 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, 02/26, with a
copy to this office. Thanks.

P

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Asgistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN

CEREMONIAL HALL, FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991
4:40 P.M.

Thank you, Dick [Cheney]. What an outstandina job this
Secretary of Defense is doing. \\

Chief of staff of the Alr Force, General Carl Vuono --
[more acknowledgements to come]. I'm sorry I won't be able to
gtay for the ceremony —- but 1 hope you'll understand.

To all of you here today ~- thank you. Through your
devotion to our commen defanse, you show the sams spirit and
commitment we're now seexng shine =0 br:lliantly, in the
actions of avery single man and woman now serving in the_Persiap

Gulf. \\\
[ Gulf update possible? ]

They say you can't keep a2 good man down == and the man we
‘honor this afternoon has lived a lifé thét proves it. |

Distinguished field artillery officer; two tours in Vvietnam;
four atars, chmander-ln-Chief of the Southern Command -- a

0,;# general who wlm as generous as he m just. General Maxwell R.
P’A_u"} Thurman. \\\

General ThurmafﬂgeVQted his career to halping all around him

reach their highest potential. His life and work are a testament
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0 the pawer of the individual. And his brilliant role in the
liberation of Panama was a fitting grace note to a great career.

By assuring the freedom of the Panamanian people, General
Thurman has played a crucial role in the revival of-democracy in
this hemispherae.

At home and abroad, America has been fortunate to have
Maxwell Thurman in uniform. He has been the man who never
shirked resﬁcnsibility. I've bean told, for instance, that
General Thurman was standing outside the Papal Nuncie, when
somebody asked who was responsible for the loud music.

He immediately said, "I am the music man. CINC Music." \\\
From one Commander in Chief to another -- wall done, \\\

But if you can't keep a good man down, it's also true that
it's hard to see a good man go., Especially in time of war.
General Thurman, your retirement from service -- as well-earned
as it is -~ leaves a great veoid.

. We will miss your strong and steady guidance. But we will
not be without you =-- and we will never forget you.

A generation of servicemen and women -- some of whom will.
rise to match your rank -- now go forward with your leadership in
their minds, and your example in thelr hearts. »

Your devotion to service has brought honor to your nation.
-And your commitment to America has inspired admiration in us all.

Thank you, sir.



THE WHITE HOUSE ‘\

o\
WASWNGTOi\FEst M&.

February 26, f991

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: STEPHEN G. RADEMAKEKD> Q
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Retirement for General
Thurman

Pursuant to Phil Brady’s request, Counsel’s Office has reviewed
the above-referenced matter and has no objection, subject to the
changes provided by the NSC, as well as the additional change on
page two, second paragraph, substituting "Nunciature" (a
building) for "Nuncio" (a person).

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:  RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN
CEREMONIAL HALL, FORT MYER
27, 1991
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[ Gulf update possible? ]
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General Thurman devoted his career to helping all around hin
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‘reach their -highes& potential. His life and work are a testament



to the power of the individual. And his brilliant role in the
liberation of Panama was a fitting grace note to a great career.

By assuring the freedom of the Panamanian people, General
Thurman sms played a crucial role in the revival of democracy in
this hemisphere.

At home and abroad, America has been fortunate to have
Maxwell Thurman in uniform. He has been the man who never
shirked responsibility. 1I've been told, for instance, that 4
General Thurman was standing outside the Papal Nuemeie, when V//
somebody asked who was responsible for the loud music.

He immediately said, "I am the music man. CINC Music." \\\
From one Commander in Chief to another -- well done. \\\

But if you can't keep a good man down, it's also true that
it's hard to see a good man go. Especially in time of war.

General Thurman, your retirement from service -- as well-earned
as it is -- leaves a great void. E‘. s B Unit Wik b

We will miss your strong and steady guidance. .But_f:—ui;4

be?d .
net—pe—witiiout yoUu ——and Wwill never forget you.-- 4 A o ,\N-g
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A generation of servicemen and women -- some of whom will
rise to match your rank -- now go forward with your leadership in
their minds, and your example in their hearts.
Your devotion to service has brought honor to your nation.

And your commitment to America has inspired admiration in us all.

Thank you, sir.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RETIREMENT FOR GENERAL THURMAN

CEREMONITAL HALL, FORT MYER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1991
4:40 P.M.

Thank you, Dick [Cheney]. What an outstanding job this
Secretary of Defense is doing. \\

Chief of Staff of the Air Force, General Carl Vuono --
[more acknowledgements to come]. I'm sorry I won't be able to
stay for the ceremony --——youknow why—Icantt -- but I hope
you'll understand.

To all of you here today -- thank you. Through your
devotion to our common defense, you show the same spirit and
commitment we're now seeing shine so brilliantly, in the
actions of every single man and woman now serving in the Persian

Gulf. \\\

[ Gulf update poésible? ]

They say you can't keep a good man down -- and the man we
honor this afternoon has lived a life that proves it.

Distinguished field artillery officer; two tours in Vietnam;
four stars; Commander-in-Chief of the Southern Command -- a

general who was as generous as he was just. General Maxwell R.

Thurman. \\\



General Thurman devoted his career to helping all around him
reach their highest potential. His life and work are a testament
to the power of the individual. And his brilliant role in the
liberation of Panama was a fitting grace note to a great career.

By assuring the freedom of the Panamanian people, General
Thurman has played a crucial role in the revival of democracy in
this hemisphere.

At home and abroad, America has béen fortunate to have
Maxwell Thurman in uniform. He has been the man who never
shirked responsibility. I've been told, for instance, that
General Thurman was standing outside the Papal Nuncio, when
somebody asked who was responsible for the loud music.

He immediately said, "I am the music man. CINC Music." \\\
From one Commander in Chief to another -- well done. \\\

But if you can;t keep a good man down, it's also true that
it's hard to see a good man go. Especially in time of war.
General Thurman, your retirement from service -- as well-earned
as it is -- leaves a great void.

We will miss your strong and steady guidance. But we will
not be without you -- and we will never forget you.

A generation of servicemen and women -- some of whom will
rise to match your rank -- now go forward with your leadership in
their minds, and your example in their hearts.

Your devotion to service has brought honor to your nation.
And your commitment to America has inspired admiration in us all.

Thank you, sir.



