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’ BLACK HISTORY MONTH \ EAST ROOM
| FEBRUARY 25, 1991 \ 11 A.M..

Goop MORNING. ITS A PLEASURE FOR BARBARA AND ME TO
WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE House. ITS GoOD TO SEE SO
MANY FRIENDS HERE TODAY, INCLUDING MEMBERS OF MY
ADMINISTRATION: VICE PRESIDENT QUAYLE, LOUIS SULLIVAN,
JAcK KEMP, LYNN MARTIN, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS,
GENERAL CoLIN PoweLL, CONNIE NEwMAN, AND ART FLETCHER.
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TODAY, WE CELEBRATE THE PROUD SPECTRUM OF BLACK
ACHIEVEMENT. FOR WE RECOGNIZE THAT BLACK HISTORY =--
THIS RICH TALE OF ROOTS, PURPOSE AND PRIDE -- IS REALLY
EVERYONE'S HISTORY. \\\

AND SOMETHING ELSE, T00. YOU KNOW, IN THE MIDST OF
WAR, WE FIND OURSELVES THINKING ABOUT HEROES. WELL,
THIS IS THE TIME TO THINK ESPECIALLY OF BLACK HEROES.
THOSE WHO BY THEIR FIERCE CONVICTIONS SHOWED NQ RACE
HAS A LY IDEALISM OR EXCELLENCE. \\\
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WE MUST TELL STORIES OF BLACK SUCCESSES TO EVERY
CHILD IN OUR COUNTRY. BECAUSE WE NEED HEROES. WE NEED

THEM AS MUCH AS WE NEED OUR DREAMS. AND BLACK AMERICANS
HAVE ALWAYS PROVIDED BOTH.\\

A FEW NIGHTS AGO, AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL
- MerrILL McPeak; \\ TuskEGEE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT DR,
BENJAMIN PAayTON, \\ JuSTICE DAVID SOUTER AND I WENT
OVER TO FORD’'S THEATER TO SEE A PLAY CALLED "BLACK

EAGLES" -- ABOUT THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN OF WORLD WAR II
-- WHO WERE LED BY THE LEGENDARY GENERAL BENJAMIN

DAavis.
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AN INCREDIBLE STORY OF MEN WHO TOOK THEIR PLACES AMONG

" A VERY SPECIAL GROUP OF HEROES: BLACK AMERICANS WHO

HAVE FOUGHT FOR THIS COUNTRY FOR OVER 200 YEArs. \\\

THEY'VE NEVER RECEIVED THE CREDIT THEY DESERVE FOR

THEIR DEVOTED PATRIOTISM; \\ THEIR VISION, \\ AND
THEIR SACRIFICES. AMERICA OWES A LONG-OVERDUE TRIBUTE
TO THESE MEN AND WOMEN WHO -- LONG BEFORE THEY HAD

RIGHTS -- BELIEVED IN WHAT WAS RIGHT. \\\ —
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FOR TWO CENTURIES, BLACK SOLDIERS HAVE ESTABLISHED
A RECORD OF PRIDE IN THE FACE OF INCREDIBLE OBSTACLES.

FOR _NOT ONLY DID THEY RISK THEIR LIVES FIGHTING FOR

FREEDOM FOR THEIR OWN AND FOR QTHE TRIES -- BUT
THEY DID IT AT THE SAME TIME THEY WERE BETING DENIED

THEIR GOD-GIVEN FREEDOMS AT HOME. \\ THINK ABOUT HOW
MUCH THEY MUST HAVE LOVED THIS COUNTRY. How THEY

BELIEVED IN ITS DREAMS. IT'S AN ASTOUNDING DEVOTION
-- IN A LEAGUE BY ITSELF.\\\

-6 -
YOU CAN FEEL THAT LOVE OF COUNTRY JUST AS STRONGLY
IN THE GULF ToDAY. YES, WE'VE MADE GﬁEAT'PROGREss IN
RIGHTING THE WRONGS OF THE PAST -- BUT, TRAGICALLY,
RACISM AND BIGOTRY, ILLITERACY AND POVERTY STILL EXIST.
AMERICA IS NOT WITHOUT PROBLEMS,.AND BLACK
AMERICANS SERVING IN THE GULF UNDERSTAND THAT. YET

THEY'VE CHOSEN TO FIGHT BECAUSE THEY FUNDAMENTALLY
BELIEVE IN THIS COUNTRY.

T T T ’ T R

’Z



-7 -
AND WHEN THESE GULF HEROES COME HOME, THEY'LL CONTINUE
T0 FIGHT INJUSTICE BY FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION AND
DESPAIR WITH THE SAME COMMITMENT. WE WILL STAND WITH
THEM. \\\ -

S0 TO THOSE WHO QUESTION THE PROPORTION OF BLACKS
IN THE ARMED SERVICES TODAY, MY ANSWER IS SIMPLE. The
MILITARY OF THE UNITED OSTATES I REAT

OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER ARQUND. \\\

: - 8-

EVERY SOLDIER, SAILOR, AIRMAN, COASTGUARDSMAN AND
MARINE HAS ENLISTED BECAUSE THEY WANT TO BE PART OF THE
AMERICAN ARMED SERVICES. BECAUSE THEY KNOW IT IS A
PLACE OF OPENNESS AND TRUE MERITOCRACY. AND BECAUSE
THEY KNOW THAT EVERY SERVICEMAN AND WOMAN RECEIVES
FQUAL TREATMENT AND THE FINEST TRAINING -~ WITH
EDUCATION, FUNDING, AND TECHNICAL SKILLS WHICH WILL
OPEN UP UNLIMITED FUTURES. \\\ C
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IF ANYONE THINKS THE MILITARY IS NOT THE PLACE FOR
EQUAL OPPPORTUNITY AND ADVANCEMENT -- THEN TALK To LT.
GENERAL CALVIN WALLER, DEpUTY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE

CENTRAL ComManD. OR CoLoNEL JoHN HOPPER, DEPUTY
COMMANDER OF THE 63rp AIRLIFT WING. OR AIR FORCE
CoLoneEL LEONARD RANDOLPH FroM LANGLEY A.F.B. \\

=10 -
OrR LISTEN TO GENERAL COLIN POWELL, WHO ANSWERS
. THOSE WHO CRITICIZE THE PROPORTION OF BLACKS BY
'CHALLENGING ALL OF AMERICA "TO CREATE THE SAME PATHS OF
OPPORTUNITY WHICH WE HAVE IN THE MILITARY." \\\

LooK AT THOSE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN PUTTING THEIR
LIVES ON THE LINE FOR US -- AND YOU DON'T SEE COLORS OR
CREEDS. ALL YOU SEE ARE AMERICANS. GOOD, BRAVE,
DEDICATED AMERICANS. \\ AMERICANS WHO VOLUNTEERED. \\
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.AMERICANS WHO PUT fHEiR DEVOTION TO COUNTRY FIRST. \\
AMERICANS WITH DIGNITY AND PRIDE -- CALLING AMERICA
BACK TO HER BETTER SELF. \\ AMERICANS SERVING AS
EQUALS. ~\\ AMERICANS MEASURED ONLY BY THEIR
ABILITIES. \\ AMERICA'S HEROES -- THE REAL THING. \\
Tuank GOD WE HAVE THEM, EVERY SINGLE ONE. \\\

AND THANK GOD FOR THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE. FOR OUR
NEW HEROES ARE PART OF A LONG TRADITION.

T TN
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THE AIRMEN IN "BLACK EAGLES" TALK ABOUT IT -- an THEY
" MADE THEIR OWN VERY SPECIAL MARK IN THE ROLL CALL OF
GENERATIONS WHO BATTLED NOT ONLY THEIR COUNTRY'S ENEMY,
BUT ALSO THEIR COUNTRYMEN'S PREJUDICE. IN THE PLAY,
THESE BRAVE WARRIORS EXPLAIN THEY WERE "PAVING THE
WAY...PAVING THE WAY." \\\

- IT WAS MORE THAN TWO CENTURIES AGO THAT THE FIRST
BLACK PATRIOTS STARTED TO PAVE THE WAY OF FREEDOM RoAD.
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IN 1774, SLAVES SENT A PLEA TO THE RovyAL GOVERNOR OF
MASSACHUSETTS SAYING: "WE HAVE IN COMMON WITH ALL

OTHER_MEN A NATURAL RIGHT TO OUR FREEDOMS WITHOUT BEI
DEPRIVED THEM BY OUR FELLOW MEN." -

SEEMS LIKE THESE SENTIMENTS MIGHT HAVE INSPIRED THE
WORDS THOMAS JEFFERSON WROTE TWO YEARS LATER: THAT ALL
MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL AND THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED WITH
THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS TO LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT
OF HAPPINESS. \\

- 14 -
WHAT THESE MEN SENT WAS A MESSAGE FROM THE HEART TO
'THOSE WHO WOULD FOLLOW: STAND UP FOR FREEDOM. \\ CRY

OUT FOR FREEDOM. \\ RIsk ALL FOR FREEDOM. \\\
AND THAT'S WHAT BLACKS HAVE DONE IN EVERY WAR IN

THIS NATION'S HISTORY. THEY'VE DONE IT WITH HEROES
LIKE CRISPUS ATTUCKS -- THE FIRST AMERICAN TO DIE FOR
THE CAUSE OF HIS COUNTRY'S LIBERTY. \\
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WITH HEROES LIKE THE 5,000 BLACKS WHO FOUGHT IN THE

REVOLUTIONARY WAR -- LOYAL, COURAGEOUS MEN WHO WILL AT
" LONG LAST BE HONORED WITH A MEMORIAL HERE ON THE MALL.

\\ -- . -

FREEDOM ROAD LED NEARLY A QUARTER MILLION NEWLY-
FREED SLAVES INTO THE CIVIL WAR. HEROES EMERGED LIKE
THE MEN OF THE FT. WAGNER CHARGE -- SO POWERFULLY
REENACTED IN THE MOVIE "GLORY."

- 16 -
THE BLACK REGIMENT LOST HALF ITS MEN BUT WON THE.
. DIGNITY AND RESPECT IT RIGHTFULLY DESERVED. \\
'FREEDOM ROAD TOOK BLACK HEROES UP SAN Juan HILL

WITH TEDDY ROOSEVELT. \\ By THE WAY, COLIN POWELL HAS
A PAINTING OF THEM IN HIS OFFICE -- SAYS HE LIKES TO
LOOK UP FROM HIS DESK, SEE THEM, AND REMEMBER THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE. AND, HE SAYS,

REFLECT ON WHAT HE MUST DO TO HELP THOSE YET TO COME.
\\\
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BLACK HEROES ALSO PAVED FREEDOM RoAD" ON THE FRENCH
FIELDS AND RHINE RIVER oOF HQQLQ_EAQ_I \\

BUT WHEN THEIR SONS JOINED UP 25 YEARS LATER, THEY
FOUND THERE WAS MUCH WORK LEFT TO DO. I HEARD A
SHOCKING STORY THAT TOOK PLACE RIGHT HERE IN AMERICA IN
1943, IN THE MIDDLE OF WORLD WAR I]. BLACK SOLDIERS
STOPPED AND TRIED TO EAT AT A RESTAURANT. INSIDE,
GERMAN PRISONERS OF WAR WERE BEING SERVED A STEAK MEAL.
BUT THE RESTAURANT REFUSED TO ADMIT THE BLACK

SOLDIERS. \\

— o - T T TN
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By THE END oF THE WAR, AMERICAN BLACK SOLDIERS HAD
PAVED A VICTORIOUS PATH -- PAVED IT IN BRAVERY AND IN
BLOOD. THEY WON BATTLES AND MEDALS. THEY WON RESPECT
AS MEN AND ACCEPTANCE AS AMERICANS. AND AT LONG LAST
THEY WON THE INTEGRATION OF THE ARMED FORCES.
THESE GENERATIONS oF HEROES RISKED THEIR LIVES S0
THEIR GRANDCHILDREN COULD REALIZE A DREAM. THE DREAM

OF HAVING THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE To SERVE THEIR COUNTRY.
\\
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THE DREAM THAT AMERICA WOULD BE A PLACE WHERE THE ONLY
LIMITS ON A MAN WOULD BE THE LIMITS OF HIS OWN VISION.

\\ THE DREAM OF A NATION WHERE_NONE WOULD BE QALLE: -
nrye FIRST BLACK" -- BUT RATHE MPLY, " B
\\\ “
For, As BOoOker T. WASHINGTON SAID: REATE
I v CAN BE DONE TO ANY YOUTH TH H
THAT BECAUSE HE BELONGS TO THIS OR_THAT RACE HE WILL BE

11]
ADVANCED REGARDLESS OF HIS OWN MERIT OR EFFORTS. \\\
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BUT THE DREAM IS NOT YET FULLY REALIZED -- THERE IS
TODAY TOO MUCH CRIME,.TOO MUCH CRACK, TOO MUCH DESPAIR.
" YET THERE IS ALSO TODAY TOO MUCH FAITH, TOO MUCH PRIDE,
AND TOO MUCH HUMAN DIGNITY TO GIVE UP OR TO GIVE IN.

\\ |
THAT'S WHY WE URGENTLY NEED TO TURN TO THE

TRADITION OF BLACK HEROES TODAY -- TO INSPIRE A NEW
GENERATI TO BELIEVE IN ITSELF AND THE R
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HOMEGROWN HEROES LIKE FREDERICK DOUGLASS, WHO
FOUGHT FOR DIGNITY; DR. MARTI THER KI ., WHO
FOUGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF MILLIONS; JACKIE ROBINSON,
WHO FOUGHT. JUST TO DO WHAT HE DID BEST. .

Like RaLPH BUNCHE, WHO WON THE NOBEL PRIZE;
GWENDOLYN BROOKS, WHO WON:THE PULITZER; JESSE OMWENS,
WHO WON OLYMPIC MEDALS AND THE RESPECT OF THE WORLD.

- 22 -

~~ HUMANITARIANS AND LEADERS FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON
CARVER TO Rosa PArRks To Mickey LELAND. PIONEERS LIKE
DR. CHARLES DREW AND ASTRONAUT RON McNAIR.

AND, OF COURSE, THE MAN WHO HAS BROUGHT
INSPIRATION, STRENGTH AND THE TRUE SPIRIT OF HEROISM TO
THE WORLD'S CURRENT STRUGGLE FOR HUMANITY -- THE
CHAIRMAN OF OUR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF -- GENERAL (CoOLI
Powerr. \\\
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BuT THEY'RE NOT THE ONLY ONES. IT's’uP TO US --
EACH OF US, TQQETHER. WE MUST WRITE A NEW CHAPTER IN
THE HISTORY OF CIVIL RIGHTS. A CHAPTER THAT SAYS:
MMLMLLM&IL

FOR OPPORTUNITY MEANS EDUCAT ION -- EQUIPPING KIDS

WITH THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO COMPETE IN A NEW CENTURY.

\\
PPORTUNITY MEANS FREEDOM F . \\

PPORTUNITY MEA OBS -- THE DIGNITY OF WORK. \\

- 24 -
OPPORTUNITY MEANS OWNING YOUR OWN HOME =-- AND BEING

SAFE IN IT. \\
OPPORTUNITY MEANS SOCIAL PR RAMS TO KEEP FAMILIES

TOGETHER -- AND HEALTH CARE TO KEEP THEM SsTRONG. \\
AND, ABOVE ALL, OPPORTUNITY MEANS WE MUST TREASURE

AND DEFEND THE VALUE OF EVERY HUMAN LIFE. For AS

LaNGSTON HUGHES WROTE, "THERE' DREAM IN THIS LAND

WITH ITS BACK AGAINST THE WALL; TO SAVE THE DREAM FOR
ONE, IT MUST BE SAVED FOR ALL."
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THIS IS AN IDEAL PLACE FOR us TO COMMIT OURSELVES |
TO WRITING THAT CHAPTER. FOR IN THIS ROOM 27 YEARS
AGO, THE CIvIL RIGHTS AcT OF 1964 BECAME LAW: THAT
LONG OVERDUE PAYMENT ON A PROMISSORY NOTE OF- EQUALITY
SIGNED TWO CENTURIES BEFORE. \\

BUT AS LONG AS DISCRIMINATION -- BORN OF IGNORANCE
AND INHUMANITY -- STILL EXISTS, OUR WORK IS NOT YET
FINISHED.

- 26 -
As LONG AS THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE AMERICAN
NIGHT -- ILLITERACY, INEQUALITY, INDIGENCE AND FEAR --
.THREATEN ANY OF US, OUR WORK IS NOT YET FINISHED. \\\
SO WE MUST AS A NATION PLEDGE THAT NEVER AGAIN WILL
THE INDIVIDUAL BE DEGRADED AND DEVALUED. \\ THAT WE
WILL REMEMBER THE BLACK EAGLES, WHO SOARED FROM BIGOTRY
ON EARTH TO EQUALITY IN THE SKIES. \\\
I AM ABSOLUTELY COMMITTED TO CIVIL RIGHTS AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERY PERSON IN THIS GREAT COUNTRY. \\
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I AM ABSOLUTELY COMMITTED TOVENSURING THAT EVERYONE
RECEIVES A FULL SHARE OF AMERICA'S BOUNTY. \\

IN A FEW DAYS, I’'LL HAVE MORE TO SAY ABOUT OUR
EFFORTS TO. ENSURE OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AMERICANS --
EFFORTS ROOTED IN GIVING POWER TO THE INDIVIDUAL AND
THE FAMILY; \\ INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE; \\
ELIMINATING DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKPLACE; \\ AND
BUILDING A HEALTHY FOUNDATION OF ECONOMIC GROWTH.

- 28 -
WE MUST AND WE WILL ENSURE THAT THE MEN AND WOMEN

'COMING HOME FROM THE GULF COME HOME TO AN AMERICA OF
OPPORTUNITY. \\\

THIS HOUSE, AMERICA'S HOUSE, IS STEEPED IN HISTORY.
WHEN WE LISTEN, IT BRINGS TO LIFE THE PROUD VOICES OF
BLACK HEROES ECHOING ACROSS THE CENTURIES. THE
PLEADING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SLAVES. \\ THE
RESONANCE OF THE CiviL WAR GRAVES. \\
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THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN'S CALL FOR VICTORY IN WAR AND IN
THE EYES OF MEN.
AND WE HEAR THE VOICES OF THEIR DESCENDANTS NOW IN
THE GULF SOUNDING THE OLDEST CALL OF OUR LAND -- ONE WE
ALL SHARE, NO MATTER OUR COLOR, NO MATTER OUR ROOTS. A
CALL FOR AN AMERICA STRONG -- AN AMERICA FAIR -- AN

AMERICA FREE. \\\
GoD BLESS AMERICA AND ALL HER CHILDREN.

# # #
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I KNOW THE ISSUE ON ALL OF OUR MINDS IS THE WAR IN
THE GULF. I AM GLAD TO REPORT THAT THE NEWS IS GOOD.
COALITION AIR AND GROUND FORCES ARE ADVANCING ON THEIR
OBJECTIVES. ENEMY PRISONERS ARE SURRENDERING IN LARGE
NUMBERS; THUS FAR, U.S. AND COALITION CASUALTIES ARE
FEW. THE LIBERATION OF KUWAIT IS ON COURSE AND ON
SCHEDULE. WE HAVE THE INITIATIVE, AND WE INTEND TO
KEEP IT.

| - B -
WE MUST GUARD AGAINST EUPHORIA; THERE ARE BATTLES
YET TO COME, AND CASUALTIES TO BE BORNE. BUT MAKE NO
MISTAKE. 'WE WILL PREVAIL. KUWAIT WILL SOON BE FREE.
AnD AMERICA'S MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM WILL RETURN HOME
TO THE THANKS AND RESPECT OF A GRATEFUL NATION.
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THIS WAS A WAR THRUST-UPON us; IT WAS NOT A WAR
THAT WE SOUGHT. BUT NAKED AGGRESSION SUCH AS WE HAVE
SEEN MUST BE RESISTED IF IT IS NOT TO BECOME A PATTERN.
AND OUR SUCCESS IN THE GULF WILL BRING WITH IT NOT JUST
A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN A CRITICAL
PART OF THE WORLD, BUT A CHANCE TO BUILD A NEW WORLD
ORDER BASED UPON THE PRINCIPLES OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY,
AND THE RULE OF LAW.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 22, 1991

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: : BETH HINCHLIFFE 6

SUBJECT: BLACK HISTORY MONTH ADDRESS
I. SUMMARY

on Monday, February 25 at 11 a.m. in the East Room, you will
pe addressing an audience of about 200 in relation to Black
History Month. In attendance will be representatives of a wide
range of black groups, including: editors and publishers;
Tuskegee Airmen veterans (and the cast of "Black Eagles"); HBCU
presidents; historians; community leaders; and students. Also
present will be Secretary Sullivan, General Colin Powell,
congresman Gary Franks, and Sharon Pratt Dixon.

IT. DISCUSSION

Since you will be discussing details of your Civil Rights
policy as part of the Opportunities Package briefing on
Wednesday, these remarks take a broader view of the importance of
Black History Month. Set in the context of your visit to "Black

Eagles," they address the importance of black heroes to America.

In addition, they give you the chance to honor the troops
and to answer critics of the proportion of blacks in today's
military. Finally, they talk about the need to focus on
opportunity for all in today's society. :

(Note: the bracketed material is a story researchers are in
the process of documenting.)



(Hinchliffe/Simon)
February 22, 1991 4 p.m.
" BLACK
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
East Room
- February 25, 1991 - 11 a.m.
Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black ;chievement.
For we recognize that black history -- this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And something
else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we find ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black heroes. Those who by their fierce
convictions showed no race has a monopoiy on idealism or
excellence. We must tell stories of black successes to every
child in our country. Because we need heroes. We need them as
much as we need our dreams. And black Americans have always
provided both. |
A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about
the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII -- who were led by legendary General
Benjémin Davis. An incredible story of men who took their places
among a very special group of heroes: black Americans who've
fought for this country for over 200 years. They've never
received the credit they deserve for their devoted patriotism;
their vision, and thei; sacrifices. America owes a long-overdue
tribute to these men and women who--long before they had rights -
- believed in what was right.
For two centuries, black soldiers have established a record

of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did

they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for
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other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
being denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about how
much they must have loved this country.- How they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself.

You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
Gulf today. Yes we've made great progress in righting the wrongs
of the past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and
poverty still exist. America is not without prdblems, and black
Americans serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet they've
chosen to fight because they also believe in this country. And
when these Gulf heroes come home, they'll continue to fight
_ injustice by fighting discrimination and despair with the same
commitment. I tell you now, this President and this
Administration will fighﬁ-with then.

So to those who criticize the number of blacks in the armed
services today, my answer is simple. They are America's heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, every one. Look at those brave men
and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't
see colors or creeds. All you see are Americans. Good, brave,
dedicated Rmericans. Americans who chose to be there. Americans
who put their devotion to country first. Americans with dignity
and pride -- calling America 5ack to her better self. Americans
serving as equals. Americans measured only by their abilities.
Thank God we have then, every single one.

And thank God for those who went before. For our new heroces

are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk
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about it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll
call of generations who battled not only their country's enemy,
put also their countrymen's prejudice. ~Iif the play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than two centuries ago that the first black
patriots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. In 1774, slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: "we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two years later that all men are created equal and they are
endowéd with the inalienable rights to life, liberty and tﬁe
pursuit of happiness. -

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedom.
Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every
war in this nation's history. They've done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. With heroes like the 5,000 blacks who fought
in the Revolutionary War -- loyal, courageous men who will at
long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

Freedom Road led neérly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men of the Ft.
Wagner charge -- so powerfully reenacted in the movie "Glory."
The black regiment lost half its men but won the dignity and

respect it rightfully deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes
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up San Juan Hill with Teddy Roosgvelt. By the way, Colin Powell
has a painting of them in his office - says he likes to look up
from his désk, see them, and remember the tontributions of those
who went before. And, ﬁe says, reflect on what he must do to
help those yet to come. |

Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years
later, they found there was much work left to do. [([I heard a
shocking story of black soldiers who were bringing German
prisoners to a POW camp here in America during the war. They
stopped to eat. The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but
not the blacks.]]

By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a
~victorious path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won
pattles and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as
Americans. And at long last they won the integration of the
armed forces.

These generations of heroes risked their lives so their
grandchildren could realize a dream. The dream of having the
freedom to choose to serve their country. The dream that America
would be a place where the énly'limits on a man would be the
l1imits of his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would
be called "the first black": but rather, simply; “"the best." For,
as Booker T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to
any youth than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or

that race he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or



efforts."

But the dream is not yet fully realized -- there is today
too much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is
also today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human
dignity to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to
turn to the tradition of blaék heroes today: to inspire a new
generation to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown
heroes like Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., who fought for the rights of millions;
Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do‘what he did best. ﬁike
Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize; Gwendolyn Brooks, who won
the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won Olympic medals and the fespect
of the world. Humanitarians and leaders from George Washington
carver to Rosa Parks to Mickey Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles
Drew and astronaut Ron McNair. And, of course, the man who has
brought inspiration, strength and the true spirit of heroism to
the world's current struggle for humanity: General Colin Powell.
You know, there's a scene in "Black Eagles" where the veterans
toast Colin. When I was there, the audience expioded in a warm,
spontaneous tribute -- cheering this magnificent leader.

But they're not the only ones. It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter fhatvsays: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means

freedom from drugs. Opportunity means jobs -- the dignity of
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work. Opportunity means owning your own home; and being safe in
it. oOpportunity means social programs to keep families together
-- and health care to keep them stroﬁg.‘ And, above all,
opportunity means we must treasure and defend the value of every
human life. For as Langston Hughes wrote, "There's a dream in
this land with its back against the wall; to save the dream for
one, it must be saved for all."

This. is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 became law: that long overdue payment on a
promissory note of equality signed two centuries before. But as
long as discrimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity --
still exists, our work is not yet finished. As long as the four
horsemen of the American night -- illiteracy, inequality,
indigehce and fear -- threaten any of us, our work is not yet
finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who'soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person.in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll héve more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted
in ‘giving power the individual and the family; investing in our

future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth. We
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must and we will ensure that‘tﬁe men and women coming home from
the Gulf, come home to an America of opportunity.

This house, America's house, is stéeged in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleading of the Massachusetts
slaves. The resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the
oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # 2 # #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID DEMAREST

FROM: SICHAN SIV
JOE WATKINS
DATE: FEBRUARY 22, 1991
RE: AUDIENCE FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT ON 2/25

We currently expect to have an audience of about 220 people
for the President's February 25th East Room speech c emorating
Black History Month. We have worked with intergovernmental
affairs, political affairs, the RNC, media relations, legislative
affairs and presidential personnel in determining and getting sign-
offs for our invitees. Here is a general breakdown of our
invited audience:

Black Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial Foundation
Board and Supporters

Tuskegee Airmen

Cast of '"Black Eagles"

Local college presidents

HBCU presidents and President's Advisory Board on HBCUs

Descendants and former associates of Carter G. Woodson
(founder of Black History Month)

School winners of Black History Month contests

Black Historians

Senior Level Black Administration Appointees

Black White House Fellows

Members of the Cabinet

Mayor Sharon Pratt Dixon

Congressman Gary Franks

General Colin Powell

Black republicans and conservatives
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Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

x 2930, no later th@an 2:00 p.m. on Friday, 02/22, with a copy to
this office. Thanks.
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PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
East Room
February 25, 1991 11 a.m.
Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.
For we recognize that black history -- this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And something
else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we find ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black heroes. Those who by their fierce convic-
tions showed no race has a monopoly on idealism or excellence. We
must tell stories of black successes to every child in our coun-
try. Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.
A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about

caut FhoaA
the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII, -I-was lueky-enough to see-it with-a

\egeand o ) G esan “’_(_ . ) )
ir- leader Qggiﬁenjamln Davis. Seeing the play and

being with this great man made me think more about a very special
group of heroes: black Americans who've fought for this country
foﬁngB years. They'Yg never received the credit they deserve for
their-devoted patriotism; their vision, and their sacrifices.
America owes a long-overdue tribute to these men and women who--
long before they had rights -- believed in what was right.

For two centuries, black soldiers have established a record
of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did

they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for

other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
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being denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about how
much they must have loved this country. How they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion =-- in a league by itself.

You can feel that love of pountry just as strongly in the
Gulf today. Yes we've madgjprogress in righting the wrongs of the
past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty
still exist. America is not without problems, and black Americans
serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet they've chosen to fight
because they also believe in this country. And when these Gulf
heroes come home, they'll continue to fight injustice by fighting
discrimination and despair with the same commitment. I tell you
now, this President and this Administration will fight with them.

So to those who criticize the number of blacks_in the armed
services today, my answer is simple. They are America's heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, every one. Look at those brave men
and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't
see colors or creeds. All you see are Americans. Good, brave,
dedicated Americans. Americans who chose ;o be there. Americans
who put their devotion to country first. Americans with dignity
and pride -- calling America back to her better self. Americans
serving as equals. Americans measured only by their abilities.
Thank God we have them, evef?ﬁ%ﬁéi’

And thank God for those who went before. For our new heroes
are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk

about it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll

call of generations who battled not only their country's enemy,
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but also their countrymen's prejudice. 1In the play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than two centuries ago that the first black
patriots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. In 1774, slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: "we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson Aiaka/

Mwﬁnamwauue e ) 2% 29C
wrote two years later:=his call for- andﬂfgg/the ali- et
enable rights to life, liberty and the puqﬁﬁit of happiness. ~/4.°

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedom.

Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every
war in this nation's history. They've done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6
of the Revolutionary War forces -- loyal, courageous men who will
at long last be honored with a memorial hetre on the Mall.

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil Wwar. Heroes emerged like the men of the F%:Wagner

—the movi -
charge” so powerfully reenacted 1n "Glory." The black regiment
lost half its men but won the dignity and respect it rightfully
deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with
Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them
in his office - says he likes to look up from his desk, see thenm,

and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he



4
says, reflect on what he must do to help those asis» yet to come.
Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years

later, they found there was much work left to do. -Bheir mission—

I heard a shocking
story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a
POW camp here in America during the war. They stopped to eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.

By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a vie-
torious path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles
and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at long last they won the integration of the armed forces.

That's why it's suchan affront to hear talk about the num-
ber of blacks in the military today. Some—Just-don't understand
+*hat generations of heroes risked their lives so their grand-
children could realize a dream. The dream of having the freedom
to choose to serve their country. The dream that America would
be a place where the only limits on a man would be the limits of
his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called
"the first black": but rather, simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own‘zgxit or efforts."”

But the dream is not yet fully reaﬂji- there is today too
much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is also

today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
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to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
the tradition of black heroes today: to inspire a new generation

to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown heroces like

De. Manton kuwthen a\ﬂgb«e’/

Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; W.E.B. DuBois; who
e s kb 7 yrulfirno, _
fought foxj4 ity; Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do

what he did best. Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize;
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won
Olympic medals and the respect of the world. Humanitarians and
- ’("O QoS&. Toﬂ/l o
leaders from -HarrietTubman—to George Washington Carver to Mickey
. Coli» /
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair. (ol/» F%Q{Uf/f

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means
freedom from drugs.-—zero-tolerance; like -in the military. Op-

) _Jobs L . own /774
portunity mean§4the dignity of work. Opportunity means having
your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
programs to keep families together -- and health care to keep
them strong. And, anve all, opportunity means we must treasure
and defend the value of every human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall; to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing

that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the eriginal Civil

Rights Ac%;became law: that long overdue payment on a promissory

7
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll have more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted

VA awel / .
in g;peéiring the individual and the family; investing in our
future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth.

This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadidé of the Massachusetts
slaves. Thé resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for viotory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the
oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #

\ybapuuia*dxuféu;a¢,L¢AaLUL41/)
We %&é—#—#——b"i’%_ A e mesc arot WIe—~__ Cohin
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Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.
For we recognize that black history -- this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And something

else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we find ourselves

thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think

especially of black heroes. These=who—by their Tierce Tonvic=<_ bé&ﬁﬁ
<N (Ji

tey.“~ Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.

A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about
the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to see it with a
true legend: their leader Gen Benjamin Davis. Seeing the play and
being with this great man made me think more about a very special
group of heroes: black Americans who've fought for this country
for 200 years. They'gg never received the credit they deserve for
their devoted patriotism; their vision, and their sacrifices.
America owes a long-overdue tribute to these men and women who--
long before they had rights -- believed in what was right.

For two centuries, black soldiers have established a record
of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did
they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for

other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
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being denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about how
much‘they must have loved this country. How they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself.

You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
Gulf today. Yes we've made pProgress in righting the wrongs of the
past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty
still exist. America is not without problems, and black Americans
serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet they've chosen to fight
because they also believe in this country. And when these Gulf
heroes come home, they'll continue to fight injustice by fighting
discrimination .and despair with the same commitment. T tell you
now, this President and this Administration will fight with them.

So to those who criticize the number of blacks in the armed
services today, my answer is simple. They are America's heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, every one. Look at those brave men
and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't
see colors or creeds. All You see are Americans. Good, brave,
dedicated Americans. Americans who chose ko be there. Americans
who put theif devotion to country first. Americans with dignity
and pride ~-- calling America back to her better self. Americans
serving as equals. Americans measured only by their abilities.
Thank God we have them, every one.

And thank God for those who went before. For our new heroes
are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk
about it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll

call of generations who battled not only their country's eneny,
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but also their countrymen's prejudice. 1In the play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."
It was more than two centuries ago that the first black
patriots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. In 1774, slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: ‘'we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
hat all men are created 2gual smd that fiwyare endowed witn

wrote two years later:Ahd i the unali-

enable rights to life, liberty and the puqygit of happiness.

What these men sent was a message frum-the:hear@‘toﬁ%%bse och o
e MO

who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedomn. Lo i;»ﬂm&
Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in everylzgzi;;wi
war in this nation's history. They've done it with heroes like N«
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6
of the Revolutionary War forces -- loyal, courageous men who will
at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil war. Heroes emerged like the men of the Ft Wagner o pﬁk
charge%éo powerfully reenacted inﬁ%é?gkﬁ%" The black regiment ;g;
lost half its men but won the dignity and respect it rightfully
deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with
Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them

in his office - says he likes to look up from his desk, see them,

and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he
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says, reflect on what he must do to help those whonyet to come. HUS

Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years
later, they found there was much work left to do. Their mission
was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a shocking
story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a
POW camp here in America during the war. They stopped to eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.

By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a vic-
torious path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles
and medals. They won respect‘as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at long last they won the integration of the armed forces.

v

That's why it's such an affront to hear talk about thg—nym‘fl_ocﬁ
%nm-aigglacks in the military todayKy;gizyﬁgééugg;?tuﬁi;:?;?:;a
that generations of heroes risked their lives so their grand-
children could realize a dream. The dream of having the freedom
to choose to serve their country. The dream that America would
be a place where the only limits on a man would be the limits of
his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called
"the first black": bu; rather, simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own mU}it or efforts.”

But the dream is not yet fully realx%ggthere is today too V{;A

much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is also

today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
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to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
the tradition of black heroes today: to inspire a new generation
to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown heroes like
Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; W.E.B. DuBois, who
fought for opportunity; Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do
what he did best. Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize;
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won
Olympic medals and the respect of the world. Humanitarians and
leaders from Harriet Tubman to George Washington Carver to Mickey
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair.

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that Says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the

tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity meansv4;ﬂ
Q_f_“*————*‘*—————"Dﬁ%rﬁmdﬁ)M&wnoUNAU%¢@MrWM~h0mL~ —

freedom from drugs A ; —34 i itisary. Op- &40

o (thamee

portunity meanshrthe dignity of work. Opportunity means having was 4 name

your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social of o~
programs to keep families together -- and health care to keep amﬁmWUﬁaﬂ
them strong. And, above all, opportunity means we must treasure PyuL%
F 4

and defend the value of every human life. For as Langston Huqhes4ﬁ%2¥r
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall; to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the aqrigémat Civil V/;H{

Rights Acﬁ/became law: that long overdue payment on a promissory 4
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. 1In a few days, I'll have more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted
in empowering the individual and the family; investing in our
future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth.
oL This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadiﬁé of the Massachusetts
slaves. Thé resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for viotory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the
oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #
N o thet the mens WETEE
gziwufl ComNts o Aot
Hhan LN M{M

Ay

gg

L &
e Aﬁ;;l%g

&



WHITE HOUSE STA@FFI%C%SM

DATE: 02/22/91 .

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

214925

Document No.

AG: 4]

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMEN™DUEBY:

EMORANDUM

—

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

(027272 4:00 p.m. draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O M MCCLURE O vg
SUNUNU O a NEWMAN O | a
SCOWCROFT o PORTER g 4
DARMAN O v ROGICH O 7
BRADY 0 v UNTERMEYER 0O O
CARD o ROGERS _ o
DEMAREST o o WINSTeN™ — 3
FITZWATER o el = v
GRAY O J EIRESTONE O v
HOLIDAY O u/ PORTER ROSE O t]/

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

91 FEB 22 Pl 6: 4k

February 22, 1991

-. R —
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: h BETH HINCHLIFFE 6\«

SUBJECT: ' BLACK HISTORY MONTH ADDRESS

I. SUMMARY

on Monday, February 25 at 11 a.m. in the East Room, you will
be addressing an audience of about 200 in relation to Black
History Month. In attendance will be representatives of a wide
range of black groups, including: editors and publishers;
Tuskegee Airmen veterans (and the cast of "Black Eagles"); HBCU
presidents; historians; community leaders; and students. - Also
present will be Secretary Sullivan, General Colin Powell,
Congresman Gary Franks, and Sharon Pratt Dixon.

IT. DISCUSSION

Since you will be discussing details of your Civil Rights
policy as part of the Opportunities Package briefing on
Wednesday, these remarks take a broader view of the importance of
Black History Month. Set in the context of your visit to "Black
Eagles," they address the importance of black heroes to America.

In addition, they give you the chance to honor the troops
and to answer critics of the proportion of blacks in today's
military. Finally, they talk about the need to focus on
opportunity for all in today's society.

(Note: the bracketed material is a story researchers are in
the process of documenting.)
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PRESIDENTIAL REHARRB;' BLACK HISTORY MONTH
East Room _
- Februarsg 25, 1991~ 11 a.m.
Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.
For we recognize that black history -f_this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really éveryone's history. And something
else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we find ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black heroces. Those who by their fierce
. convictions showed no race has a monopoly on idealism or
excellence. We must tell stories of black successes to every
child'in our country. Because we need heroes. We need them as
nuch as we need our dreams. And black Americans have always
"provided'Both. |
A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eaglgs," about
the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII -- who were led by legendary General
Benjamin Davis. An incredible story of men who took their places
among a very special group of heroes: black Americans who've
fought for this country for over 200 years. They've never
received the credit they deserve for their devoted patriotism;
their vision, and their sacrifiCeé. America owes a long-overdue ;
tribute to these men and women who--long before they had rights -
- believed in what was right. |
For tﬁo centuries, black soldiers have established a record

of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did

they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for
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other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
being denied their God-given freedoms at home. ,Think about how
much they hust have loved this country.’ Mow they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself.

You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
Gulf today. Yes we've made great progress in righting the wrongs
of the past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and
poverty still exist. America is not without prdblems, and black
Americans serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet they've
chosen to fight because they also believe in this country. And
when these Gulf heroes come home, they'll continue to fight
injustice by fighting discrimination and despair with the same
commitment. I tell you now, this President and this
Administration will fight with them.

So to those who criticize the numbef of blacks in the armed
services today, my answer is simple. They are America's heroes.
The real thing. ~Volunteers, every one. _Look-at those brave men
and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't
see colors or creeds. All you see are Americans. Good, brave,
dedicated Americans. Americans who chose to be there. Americans
who put their devotion to country first. Americans with dignity
and'pride -- calling America Sack to her better self. Americans
serving as equals. Americans measured only by théir abilities.
Thank God we have them, every singleAOne.

And thank God for fhose_who went before. For our new heroes

are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk
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about it -~ for they made their own very special mark in the roll
call of generations who battled not only their country's enemy,
but also their countrymen's prejudice. - It the playi-these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than two centuries ago that the first'black
paﬁriots started to paQe the way of Freedom Road. In 1774, slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: "we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two yeérs later that all men are created equal and they are
endowed with the inalienable rights to life, liberty and the |
pursuit of happiness.

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom. <Cry out for freedom.
Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every
war in this nation's history. They've'dqne it with heroes 1like
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. With heroes ‘like the 5,000 blacks who fought
in the Revolutionary War -- loyal, courageous men who will at
long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men of the Ft.
Wagner charge -- soO powérfully reenacted in the movie "Glory."
Thé'black regiment lost half its men but won the dignity and

respect it rightfully deserved. Freedonm Road took black heroes
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up San Juan Hill with Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell
has a painting of them in his office - says he likes to look up
from his desk, see them, and remember thestontributions of those
who went before. And, he says, reflect on what he must do to
help those yet to come.

Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years
later, they found there was much work left to do. [[I heard a
shocking story of black soldiers who were bringing German
prisoners to a POW camp here inlAmerica during the war. They
stopped to eat. The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but
not the blacks.]]

By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a
victorious path; paved iﬁ-in bravery and in blood. They won'
battles and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as -
Americans. And at long last they won the integration of the
armed forces.

These generafions of heroes risked their lives so their
grandchildren could realize a dream. The dream of having the
freedom to choose to serve their country. The dream that America
would be a place where the éhly'limits on a man would be the
limits of his own vision. The dream of a.nation where none would
be calied "the first black": but rather, simply, "the best." For,
as Booker T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done id
any youth than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or

that race he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or



efforts.™

But the dream is not yet fully realized -~ there is ﬁoday
too much erime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is
‘also today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human
dignity to give up of to give in. That's why we urgently need to
turn to the tradition of blaék heroes today: to inspire a new
generation'fo believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown
heroes like Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., who fought for the rights of millions;
Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do what he did best. ﬁike
Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize; Gwendolyn Brooks, who won
the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won Olympic medals and the respect
of the world. Humanitarians and leaders from George Washington
Carver to Rosa Parks to Mickey Leland. Pioneers:like Dr. Charles
Drew and astronaut Ron McNair.' And, of coufse, the man who ﬁas
brought inspiration, strength and the true spirit of heroism to
the world's current struggle for humanity:‘ General Colin Powell.
You know, there's a scene in "Black Eagles" where the veterans
toast Colin. When I was there, the audience exploded in a warm,
spontaneous tribute -- cheering this magnificent leader.

But they're not the only ones. It's up to us =- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
" tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means

freedom from drugs. Opportunity means jobs -- the dignity of
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work. Opportunity means owning your own home; and being safe in
it. Oppoftunity means social prggrams to keep families togethér
-- and health care to keep them strong.- #nd, above all,
opportunity means we must treasure and defend the value of every
human life. For as Langston Hughes wrote, "There's a dream in
this land with its back against the wall; to save the dream for
one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 became law: that long overdue payment on a
promissory note of equality signed two centuries before. But as
long as discrimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity --
still exists, our work is not yet finished. As long as the four

horsemen of the American night -- illiteracy, inequality,
iridigence and fear -- threaten any of us, our work is not yet
finished.

| So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely cbmmitted to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone ;eceives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll héve more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted
in givihg power the individual and the family; investing in our

future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth. We
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must and we will ensure that tﬁe men and women coﬁing home from
the Gulf, come home to an America of opportunity.

This house, America's house, is stéeffed in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleading of the Massachusetts
slaves. The resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we

hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf souhding the

oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America

fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #
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We are gathered here this morning to mark Black History Month.

Yet it is impossible » or a moment that history is

being made while we m Halfway across the world, a great
struggle 1is being waged. a struggle of good against that
which 1is truly evil, a st against a foreign dictator who
has invaded a defenseless& neighbor, who has raped and ravaged its

people, who has torghed its o0il wells and scorched the earth.
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jﬂ>bdxuﬂ I am glad to report that the news #xom_the GuFrf is good.
Coalition air and ground forces are advancing on their
C} b( objectives. Enemy prisoners are surrendering in large numbers;

thus far, U.S. and coalition casualties are few. The liberation

of Kuwait is on course and on schedule. We have the initiative,

and we intend to keep it.

We must guard against euphoria; there are battles yet to come,




and casualties to be Dborne. But make no mistake. We will
prevail. Kuwait will again be free. And America’s men and women
in uniform will return home to the thanks and respect of a
grateful nation.
—

This was a war thrust upon us; it was not a war that we sought.
But naked aggression such as we have seen must be resisted if it
is not to become a pattern. And our success in the Gulf will

bring with it not just a new opportunity for peace and stability

/gf:‘ in a critical part of the world, but a chance to build a new

world order based upon the principles of restraint, collective

security, and the rule of law.

I would be remiss if I did t address the fact that many of the

men and women in uniform who a)e Mdoing so much for their country
are black. Some in this country/have seen fit to criticize this.
I for one see it as grounds pride. How can one not have
pride in the professionalism /and race under pressure of Colin
Powell, the Chairman of the/ Joint Chiefs of Staff? Or in Norm
Schwarzkopf’s Deputy, Lt. G;neral Calvin Waller? Or in the tens
of thousands of other biack Americdans who are serving with
distinction in the army, the air force, ¥he navy and the marines?
Black History Month next year, and for ars to come, will have

new heroes and new role models to celebrate

\



=

CC: Robin A. Uhl

CC: Wilma G. Hall

( UHL )

( HALL )



(Hinchliffe/simonl///
February 19(/;291 3 p.m.
BLACKH il

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
East Room
/14d»wla79 February 25, 1991 11 a.m.
Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.
For we recognize that black history -- this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And something
else, too. ‘;ggfiﬁgg% in the midst of war, we find ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black heroes. Those who by their fierce convic-
tions showee{igmrace has a monopoly on idealism or excellence. We
must tell stories of black successes to every child in our coun-
try. Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
plenty of

dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.
\

A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about

the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. -Fwaslucky enough—to see—it witha
“true-legend:—their leader-Gen Benjamin Pavis: Seeing the play and

being with this great man made me think mote about a very special
group of heroes: black Americans who've fought for this country
for 200 years. They've never received the credit they deserve for
their devoted patriotism; their vision, and their sacrifices.
America owes a long-overdue tribute to these men and women who--
long before they had rights -- believed in what was right.

For two centuries, black soldiers have established a record
of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did
they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for

other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
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being denied their God-given-freedomslat home. Think aboutAhow

much they must have loved this country. " How they belleved in 1ts

-dreams. It's ‘an astoundlng devotion -- in a league by 1tse1f

You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the

Gulf today. Yes we've made progress 1n rlghtlng the wrongs of the

,.past but, traglcally, rac1sm and blgotry, illiteracy and poverty.

st111 exist. America is not w1thout problems, and black Americans
serv1ng in the Gulf understand that. Yet they ve chosen-to'flght'

because they also believe in this-country. And when these Gulf

. heroes come home, they'll continue to fight. 1njustlce by flghtlng

: d1scr1m1natlon and despalr with the same commitment. I tell you

now, this President and this Admlnlstratlon will f1ght with them.

So to those ‘who cr1t1c1ze the number of. blacks in the armed

. services today, my answer is 51mp1e. They are Amerlca's heroes.

The real thing. Volunteers, every one. Look- at those brave men

-and women puttlng their lives on the llne for us -- and you don't

see colors or creeds. All you see are Amerlcans; Good, brave,
dedicated'Americans. Amerlcans who chose to be there. Americansl

who put their‘devotlon to country first. Americans with dlgnlty

' ,and pride -- calllng Ammerica back to her better self. Americans

serv1ng as equals. Americans measured only by thelr.abilities.
Thank God we have them, every one. | o |

And thank God for those who went before. For our new heroes
are part of a- long tradltlon. The a1rmen in’ "Black Eagles" talk
about it -- for they made the1r own very spec1al mark in the roll

call of generatlons who battled not only thelr country S enemy,
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but also their countrymen's prejudice. In the play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than two centuries ago that the first black
patriots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. In 1774, slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: '"we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two years later: his call for equality, and for the unali-
enable rights to life, liberty and the purusit of happiness.

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedomn.
Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every
war in this nation's history. They've done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his

5,6 000 Lovsht
cogntry's liberty. With heroes like th?Ablacks who made—up—1/6—
/ﬁf:ghe Revolutionary War f es -- loyal, courageous men who will
at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men of the Ft,Wagner
charge so powerfully reenactid in ﬁGlory." The black regiment
lost half its men but wogqégé 5;;§£ty and respect it rightfully
deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with
Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them

in his office - says he likes to look up from his desk, see them,

and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he
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»‘says; reflect-on'What he must do to help ‘those who yet to come.

Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French f1elds

and Rhlne River of WWI. But when the1r~sons joined up 25-years

" later, they found there~was much work left to'do. Thelr mlss1on

was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard-a shocklng‘

'story of black soldlers who were br1ng1ng German prisoners to a

POW camp here in Amerlca durlng the war. They stopped to eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germans -= but not the blacks.

By the end of the war these black soldlers had paved a vic- .

dtorious-path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles

" and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.

And.at.long last they won the integratlon of the armed forces.
.That's why it's such an affront to hear talk about the num-

ber of blacks in the military today. Some just don't understand

that generatlons of heroes risked thelr lives so their grand-

chlldren could reallze.a dream. The dream of having the freedom

_ to,choose.to.serve their country. The dream that America would
- be a place where the onlyllimits on a man would be the limits of

~his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called

"the first black": but rather, simply, "the'best." For, as Booker

. T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth

‘ than to let hlm feel that because he belongs to thls or that race

he will be advanced regardless of hlS own merlt or efforts."
But the dream is not yet fully real -- there is today too
much,crrme, too much crack, too much despair. But there 1s also

today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
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to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
the tradition of black heroes today: to inspire a new generation
to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown heroes like
Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; W.E.B. DuBois, who
fought for opportunity; Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do
what he did best. Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize;
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won
Olympic medals and the respect of the world. Humanitarians and
leaders from Harriet Tubman to George Washington Carver to Mickey

astponauT
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair.

A

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means
freedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the military. Op-
portunity means the dignity of work. Opportunity means having
your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
programs to-keep families together -- and health care to keep
them strong. And, abeve all, opportunity means we must treasure
and defend the value of every human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall; to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the original Civil

Rights Act became law: that long overdue payment on a promissory
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity =-- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and _eq ;H;;;_;;‘\\\‘\\. Oh(y

America's bounty. 1In a few days, I'll have more to say about ougr . oy
OW"“/'“‘SVV;

efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted p 7 omiscs

in empowering the individual and the family; investing in our < Y<"Yon€
an “eaauu(

future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth. Shave™

This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadiné of the Massachusetts
slaves. Thé resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we

hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the

oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #
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ESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH -
Monday, February 25, 1991

Black History Month is an important time for America -- a
chanée to celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement. And
something else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we find our-
selves thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black heroes. Those who by their fierce convic-

tions showed no race has a monopoly on idealism or excellence. We

4 /4 P A

try. Because we need heroes’., We need.them as muCh as we need our ,%;

A

dreams. And #fre blacgéhnggﬁz—natien have always provided both. ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ}ﬂ

A few nights ago I saw a new play called "Black Eagles" --
the story of the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to

see it with a true legend: the Black Eagles' leader, Gen Benjamin
— Davis. This play , talk about
a very special group of heroes =-- the bX*acks who have fought for

this country. They have never received,credit for their devoted

N

patriotism -- for their vision and their sacrifices. The United

States owes a long-overdue tribute to the men and women who --
[V 7\ wro .
,(ouz.before they had rights -~ kad—theright—1dea.

For 200 years, black soldiers have established a record of
pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did they
risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for other
countries -- but they did it at the same time they were being

ohest ot

denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about kaow much



:-)»J

that—mé“ﬁt‘théy“iuved—thts—eeuntry~ -How—they—believed—in—ite

dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself.
You can feel that love of country so strongly in the Gulf.
Yes, we've made a lot of progress on the home front -- but it's

still not perfect here. Yet these men and women-%eve—ﬁméfTEEZEB
lf\a”,( /}W%l{f’"(f 7o Lncee
- mach—theyLSre volunteered to fight fOﬁA?%=ab§ead~ And when these eeal.

e
Gulf heroes come home -- they'll continue #==fight feq;%?ahere.~4'kn~%-

So F—went—to say Somethimg to anyome who dares—to criticize

PYSSIN )
the number of blacks in the armed services todayjeﬁgéy—aﬁy%hinq—
MM’(W

These .guya are

dZuu%aéﬂJ'heroes. The real thing. ' Volunteers, every one. _ﬁcckfﬁfTTTEEﬁ?‘F{zy'tﬁ'
“brave—kids putting their lives on the line for us -- and you
don't see colors or creeds. All you see are Americans. Good,
brave, dedicated Americans. Americans who chose to be there.
Americans who put their devotion to country first. Americans
with dignity and pride -- calling America back to her better
self. Americans serving as equals. Americans measured only by
their abilities. Thank God we have them, every one.

And thank God for those who went before. For our new heroes
are'part of a tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk about
it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll call
of generations who battled not only their country's enemy, but
also their countrymen's prejudice. These brave warriors in the
play explain that they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than 2 centuries ago that the first black patri-

ots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. In 1774 a few slaves
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sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: "we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of. them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two years later: his call for equality, and for the unali-
enable rights to life, liberffy and thevpurusit of happiness.
When these bound men sent this message from the heart, they
set for their heirs a charge: to stand up for freedom -- to cry
out for freedom -- to put their lives on the line for freedom.
And that's what blacks have done in every war in this nation's
history. They've done it with heroes iike Crispus Attucks of the
Boston Massacre -- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6
of the Revolutionary War forces -- astoundingly loyal men who
will at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.
The Freedom Road led nearly 1/4 million newly freed slaves
into the civil War. And heroes emerged like the men of the Fort
Wagner charge so powerfully reneacted in the movie "Glory." The
black regiment lost half its men but won dignity and respect.
Freedom Road took black heroes up San:Juan Hill with Teddy
Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them in
his office —-- says he likes to look up from his desk, see then,
and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he
says, reflect on what he must do to help those who yet to come.
Black heroes paved Freedom Road on the French fields and

Rhine River of WWI -- but when a million blacks joined up 25
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years later, they found there was much work left to do. Their
mission was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a
shocking story of black soldiers who were escorting German POWs
in the midst of the war. They stopped to eat. The
lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.

By the end of the war, thouéh, these heroes had paved a vic-
torious path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles
and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at long, long last they won integration in the armed forces.

So that's why it is such an Lneﬁigﬂig’hear talk about the
number of blacks in the military today.Ge%?ﬁzjg:;T:-understand
that generations risked their lives so their great-grand-chil-
dren could realize a dream. The dream of having the freedom to
choose to serve their country. The dream that America would be a
place where the only limits on a man would be the limits of his
own vision. The dream of a nation where no one would be called
"the first black": but rather, simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or efforts."

But the dream is not yet fully real -- there is today

AnA MW»«
much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is also
today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
the tradition of black heroes today -- they can inspire one child

at a time to find within him the strength to believe in himself.
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Black heroes that extend beyond traditional military stories.
gZQéZ%EZ”ﬁZ}oes like Sojourner Truth, who fought for dignity;
W.E.B. DuBois, who fought for opbortunity; Harriet Tubman, who
fought for respect; Jackie Robinson, who fought to do just what
he did best. Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize; Gwendolyn
Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won Olympic medals
and the respect of the world. Humanitarians from George
(zades v

Washington Carver to Mickey Leland. Government leaders like
Louis Sullivan, pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair.

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means
freedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the military. Op-
portunity means the dignity of work. Opportunity means having
your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
programs to keep families together -- and health care to keep
them strong. And, above all, opportunity means we must treasure
and defend the value of every human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall; to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the original civil
Rights Act was signed: that long overdue payment on a promissory

note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
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crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-— threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished. , MULuﬂJQ“”(
So we must as a nation pledge that never again will—mén be
degraded and devalued. That we will remember the Black Eagles,
who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the skies. I am
absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity for every
person in this great country. I am absolutely committed to

ensuring that every-one receives a full and equal share of

11| have maoee 4af$a47aaﬁf“/r'

America's bounty. So in a few days I*n:;E225523Z:ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?7ﬁﬁ?_
@WWM
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Wherr-we-listen, we—camhiear-the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleading of the Massachusetts
slaves. - The resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee

Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we

hear the vojices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the

v

oldest gry-of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,

SCeons

no matter our roots. A %ﬁ#g;or an America #wholIe“-- an America
fair -- an-Ameriea—equal ——-an—Ameriea—streng -- an America free.

God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #
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Black History Month is an important time for America =- a
chance to celebrate the proud spectrum of black achilevement. And
gomething else, too. VYou know, in the midst of war, w;;gtig our-
gelves thinking about heroces. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black herces. Those who by their fierce convig=-
tions showed no race has a monopol& on idealism or excellence. we
must tell stories of black successes to every child in our coun-
try. Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
dreams. And the blackérg¥hg:¥¢hation have always provided beth.

A few nights ago I saw a new play called "Black EFaglea" --
the story of the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to

ges it with a true legend: the Black Eagles' leader, Gen Benjamin

Sesin, R plas, § Doz, Witk boin, Sommiet male e ety
Davis. -mhishpix;lmadesméjzgali#e that today I want to talk about

laCAL (MW
a very special group of herces =-- the—blacke Who have fought for
P ~+hey desenve_
this coun;;?. They have never receivegqcredltAfor their devoted

\NUL-
0
’ patriotism -« for their vision and their sacrifices. The United

‘ “hese_.
States owes a long-overdue tribute to d#e men and women who -=-

/a/r:/ before th:?zu?ag&:m -~ had-the right ideajelor<s/ <~ Wi e rigit,
For 266-—years, black soldiers have established a record of
pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did they
risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for other
¢ountries -- but they did it at the same time they were being

denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about how much
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thet—meant they, loved this countr:i How they believed in its

dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself, l
wotao oC
You can feel that love of count;;%§o/str6ﬁ%1y in the Gulsf, Gij’

Yes/ we've made f lot of progress the home front/ —- but itls

j;ix\\st 11 not perfeft here, VYet thesd men and women lpve America so

\h’///m ch, they've

sulf herces come home == they'll continue to fight for it haere.

Fhese whao vy
80 -I-want to say something to -anyere-who—dares-o criticize

AManre 15 s Y2 -

to fight for it abroad./And when these

the number of blacke in the armed services today
e -.;.‘, o E T ey v . vrecd Worren a =

haroes. The raal thing. Velunteers, every one. Look at those

hem coudd womeas _——
brave air lives on the ne—for—Uus :

o VIO 888 & B3 m -9 R1- -

—_ . - - — -— = — — -

DEave, WEU s =20 3 ¥4 et 338 CANS ala RNOSE -~ N e T T

O\ﬂiﬁ&} Js - - tallocrla - = = ~ _ ~ B -~ g =
,\Améffﬁans whoput—their devotion to country first. Americans
with dignity and pride -- calling America back to her better

self, Americans serving as equals. Americans measured only by

their abilities. Thank God we have them, every one.

And thank God for those who went hefore. For our new herces
are part of af@gkdition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk about
it == for they made their own very special mark in the roll call

of generaticns who battlad not only their country's enemy, but

Ty % poley,
also thelr countrymen's prejudice. (Tﬁese brave warriors im—the—

slay-explain that they were "paving the way ... paving the way.”
)
It was more than/z centuries ago that the first black patri-

lad the Fuiet st of +Heats
ots started to—pawve—tha—way of Freedom Road. In 1775 egmy claves
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sent a plaa to the Royal Govarnor of Massachusetts saying: ‘"wa
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men.” Saems like
these gentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson

Wrote two ysars later; his call for equality, and for the uwnali-

enable rights to life, lib and the purusit of happiness.
hats lehg an o
%ﬁ these beund men sent bhie message from the heart ey
whe : -
poeld ShGeTlow ; #n stand up for freedom .= 8 cry

-y

—

out for freedom, awe Lo 3 for freedom.
And that's what blacks have done in every war in this nation's
history. They'!'ve done it with heroes like Crispus Attucks of tha
Boston Magsgacre =- the first American to die for the cause of his
countxyy's liberty. with héroes like the blacke who made up 1/6
of the Revoluticnary War forces --_achewsmemesy loygﬁ:ﬁﬁ%l%%to—]

will at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

The Freedom Road led nearly §¥Z3m11110n nawlfz:}eed Blaves

into the Civil wWar. And herces emerged like the men of the Fort

Wagnsr charge so powerfully reneacted in the movie glory." The

black xegiment logt half its menfzs;ng::g;§£§ty and respeéﬁ?q(mzzfzzijzzz
Freedom Road took black heroces up 8an Juan Hill with Teddy

Roosevelt., By £he way, Colin Powell has a painting of them in

‘his office -~ says he likes to loock up from his dezk, see then,

and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he

gays, reflect on what he wmust do to help those who yet to come,

oL
Black heroesApaved Freadom Road on the French fields and

Rhine River of WWI ~- but vwhen a millien blacke joined up 25
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years later, they found there was much work left to do. Their

nmission was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a

shocking story of black seldiers who werelz.eé§¥*ng German POWs /<.
Vo a Seett=00 0, o vl hea S An.

i ~in the midézuéf the war, They stopped to eat. The ’

lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blackg4 v

bloer sslclieno
By the end of the war, though, these—hesewss had paved a vic-

torious path; paved it in bravery and in blood., They won battles

and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.

And at long, long last they wondintegrationi}n'the armed forces("/

Sg_thatla—why It 1§ such an INSUTtto-hear talk &5oUtthe

oF hernoeo - =" T M = e
~dend neraticns risked their lives so their great-grand=chil=-

dren could realize a dream. The dream of having the freedom to
choose to serve thelr country., The dream that America would be a
place whers the only limits on a man would be the limits ¢f his
own vigion. The dream of a nation where no one would be called
"the first black": but rather, simply, "the best.," For, as Booker
T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or efforts."

But the dream is not yet fully real -~ there ig today too
much crime, too much crack, teoo much despair. But there is alse
today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity

to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
do INSPIYe G el Q e ety
the tradition of black herces today == 4 i %

N0 Lelieve 4 115 /f qua Fhe fecteng.
W@ﬂmmm,ﬁﬁnm’immmmfr“

——
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ihaziﬁquéé?oes like 593ourﬁ§¥x%iuth, who roug§§ for dignity;
W.E.B. DuBeis, who fought for opportunity; —E%;r%ot~runﬁi"“W56

fought for -respect; Jackie Robinson, who fought to do dust what
he 4id best. %ﬁalph Bunche, who wen the Nobal Prize; Gwendolyn
Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won Olympic medals

n}/ﬂa-oc’“" \“ 14 e
and the respect of the world. Humanitarians,from,George

2y

Washington Carver to Mickey Leland. -Governnment
_ﬁouistulL&vanyGgioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron Mc¢Nair,

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us =-- each of us.
Tcgether, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education =- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. oOpportunity means
freedom from drugs -- zerc-tolerance, like in the military. Op-
pertunity means the dignity of work. Opportunity means having
your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
programs to keep families together -- and health care to keep
them strong. And, above all, opportunity means we must treasure
and defend tha values of every human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall; to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all,"

Thig is an ideal place for us to commit ocurselves to writing

that chapter. For in this room 27 years age, the original Civil

Rights Act.uc.—diqaed' that long overdue payment on a promigsory

note of equality signed two centurieg before. But—wesbeas. dic-

I e
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crimination <- born of 1ggp€anco and inhumarity =-- still exists;

\ g
S0 wespmet as a natio edge that never again will men be
degraded and devalued, That we will remember the Black Eagles,
who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the skies. I am
absolutely cemmitted to civil rights and opportunity for every
person in this great country. I am absolutely committed to
ensuring that every=-one receives a full and equal share of
P bone Yo 500, @foect I efpordy
America's bounty. #® in a few days-i!aLgoing_tZiIntzgﬁucl—oun_
INngne -, (éﬂy'\ \) .
~OpportunttieS‘Rcélvftt991. And it will /nglude the new Civil
N
R{ghts Bill ~-- rdxfed in empowermgnt/and ennbblement;/néé in
false prom;é%s or quota! éﬁtég/;ll, it was Fred ick Douglass

\ \)/
who =33id: “Equality of fiumbers has nothing to de with quality of
24\/\ quality of q/ quality

attainment."

When we listen, we can hear the proud voices of black herces
echoing across the centuries. The pleading of the Massachusetts
slaves, The resonance of the Civil War graves, The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
hear the voices of thelr descendants now in the Gulf sounding the
oldest of our land -- one we all share, neo-matter—our color;,

— - - ~ ~ ~ ~

. A ény for an America %ﬁEiz/-- an America

fair -4L&ﬂLxﬁgrf3¥/aan},//\an /)eré /§t&/pq\ij;;j;ig;1%%X§rae.

God bless America and all her children.

¥ # # # #
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Yes, we've made progress in righting the wrongs of the past: but,
tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty still
exist. America is not without problems, and black Americans
serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet, they've chosen to
fight because they also believe in this country. And when these
Gulf heroes come home -~ they'll continue to fight injustice by
fighting discrimination and despair with the same commitment, and

T tell you now, this President and this Administration will fight
with them.
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g\ﬁ_ﬁ'l\ BLACKHIS. = . S
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS. BLACK HISTOR&'HONTK
East Room
:?ebruary 25, 1991 11 a.m.
-Today, we'celebrate the broud”spectrum of'black achievement.
For we recognlze that black hlstory - thls rich tale of roots,
g'purpose and prlde -- is really everyone's history. And somethlng
else, too. You know; in the midst .of war, we-find ourselves
'thinkihg about heroes. -ﬁell, this is theftlme to think |
especially of black heroes. Those who by their fierce convic-
tions'showed.no race has a mohopoly on idealish Or_excellence. We
must tell stories of black successes to every child in our coun-
try.‘ Because wedneed heroes. We need them‘as much as we heed our
.dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.
A few nlghts ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about
the Tuskegee Airmen. of WWII. .I was lucky enough to see it with a.
true legend: their leader GennBenjamin Davis. Seeing'the play and
being w1th thlS great man made me think more about a very spec1al
‘group of heroes' black Americans who've’ fought for this country
.:for 200 years. They ve never recelved the credlt they deserve for
their devoted patrlotlsm, thelr v1s1on, and thelr sacrifices.
‘America owes a 1ong—overdue trlbute to these men and women who--‘
longvbefore.they had rights -- believed in what was rlght.
- For two centuries,'black soldiers have established a record
of prlde in the face of 1ncred1b1e obstacles. ‘For not only did -
they risk the1r 11ves f1ght1ng for freedom for thelr own and for

other countrles -=- but they did 1t at the same tlme they'were
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being denied'their God-given freedoms atAhomeJ Think abbut'how
'much ‘they must have loved thls country.' How they believed in its’
dreams.. It's an astoundlng devotion -- in a league by 1tse1f.

- You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
Gulf today, Yés we've made progress in righting the wrongs. of the -
‘past;,but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty -
'still exist.'America is.not without problems, and black Americans
serv1ng in the Gulf understand that Yet they've chosen to fight-
" because they also belleve in thls country. And when these Gulf
" heroes come home, . they'll. continue to flght 1njustlce by flghtlng
:dlscrlmlnatlon and despair w1th the same commltment T tell you:
now, this Pre51dent and thls Admlnlstratlon will fight with thenmn.

So to those who cr1t1c1ze the number of blacks 1n the armed

serv1ces today, my answer is 51mp1e. They are America's heroes.

.~ The real th1ng. Volunteers, every one. ‘Look'at those brave men -

"and women puttlng their lives on the line for us -- and you don't-

see colors or creeds. All you see are Amerlcans. Good, brave,:
dedlcated Americans. Amerlcans who chose to be there. Anerlcans
who'put their devotion to’country'first._ Amerlcans w1th dlgnlty
and pride -- calllng ﬁmerlca back to her better self. Americans
A»serv1ng as equals. Americans measured only by their abilities.
Thank God we have them, every one. -

- And thank God ‘for those who went before. - For'our new heroes
 are part of a long tradltlon. The alrmen 1n "Black Eagles" talk

.about 1t - for they made their own very spec1a1 mark in the roll

' ’call of.generatlons who battled not only their country's.enemy,
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but also thelr countrymen s prejudlce. In the play, these brave
warrlors explaln they were "pav1ng the way ... paving ‘the way. "
It was more than two centurles .ago that the first black

patrlots started +to pave the” way of Freedom Road..In 1774,'slaves»
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying‘ "we
have in common with all other men a natural r1ght to our freedomsy'
<w1thout belng deprlved of them by our fellow men." Seems llke
these sentlments mlght have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
-wrote two years 1ater' his call for equality, and for the unall-'
enable r1ghts to llfe, liberty and the purus1t of happlness.'
| What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow' Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedom.

Risk all for freedomr And that's what blacks have done in every

.. war in this natlon s history. They've done it w1th heroes like

‘Crispus Attucks -- the flrst Amerlcan to die for the ‘cause of his
conntry s-llberty; With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6-'
of the Revolutionary War forces —- loyal'Acourageous men who will .
at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter mllllon newly-freed slaves
into the Civ11>Warf Heroes emerged like the men ofvthe Ft Wagner
charge so oowerfully reenacted in "Glory "' The black regiment
lost half 1ts men but won the dlgnlty and respect it rlghtfully
deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with-
tTeddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a palntlng of them.
‘in hlS offlce - says he llkes to look up from hls desk see them!'

and remember the contributions of those who went before.” And, he .



says, reflééé-pn what he must do:to help those who yet,to_come;
Blaék heroés alsO’paved_Ffeedom:Road on the French f;elds
and khine River'of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years
: latef, they found.thereiwas'mugh-WOrk left to do.  Their mission
waé to win the war -f.and to prove their'race;'I heard-a shocking
story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a |
POW camp hére in,Aﬁeriéa dufihg fhe war. They stopped to'eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germaﬁs =- but nét the blacks.

” By the end.of the war thése black soidiers'ﬁad paved a vic;f
tofious péth; paved it in bravery aﬁd in blood. They won battlés:
and medals. They an respect as men and acceptahce as Americans.
And at 10n§ last they won the integration of the armed forces.

That's why it's suéh an affront to hear talk about.tﬁe num-
_ber‘of blﬁcks in the military-today. Some just don't.understand
tﬁat generations of he:oes riéked their lives so their graﬁd—
children could realiée a dream. The dream of having the freedém
to choose tb serve their-country. ~The dream'thétAAmerica would
be a place where the only limits on a man would be the 1imi£é of
. his own vision. The dream of ;'natidh where none would be called

"the first black": but rather, simply, "the beét.* For, as Boqkerv
.i. Washingtqn said: "No greaterlinjﬁ;y'can be done to any youth'
-than to let him feel that because he belongs. to this of that race
'_he will be advanced regardless of hié'ownAmerit or efforté."'
 But the dream:is not yet fully real -- there is today too '“
ﬁuch crime, too much crack, too much despair. .Bﬁt there‘is also

today too much faith, too much pride, ana-too much human dignity'
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to give ﬁp'orttc'giveAin. That's why weiurgently need to’turn to
the tradition of. black heroes today: to inspire a_new generation
to believe infitself and in the future. Homegrown. heroes like .
Frederick Dopgiass}'whc_fought-for.dignitQ; ﬁ.E.B. DuBois, who
fought for opportunity} Jackie Robinson, who fought Just to'do :
what he did best. Like Ralph Bunche, who Qop the Nobel Prize;.
',GWendolyn'Brooks, whoiwoa the Pulitzer;_JeSSe Owens, wﬁo woﬁ
Olympic medals and tﬁe respect of the world. Humanitarians and
leaders from Harriethﬁbman to George Washington Carver-to Mickey
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair;.

But they}re not the only onee. It's up tcAusie- each}of us.
Togetﬁer, we must write a new‘chapter iﬁ the history of civil
jrights.‘ A chapter that saYS° opportunlty must replace despalr.
For opportunlty means educatlon - equlpplng klds with the
» tools they need. to compete in. a new century. Qpportunlty Means
freedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the,miiitary; Op-
portuhity‘ﬁeans the digaity offwork. Opportunity means having
ycur own hoﬁe} and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
prcgrams tcggeep families together -- and health care to»keeé
them strong._‘And, apgve all, oppcrtﬁaity means we must treasure
and defend the value ofleﬁery human life. For as Langston Hughes'
wrote, "There s a dream in thls land with its ‘back against the
wall to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all." -

Thls is an 1deal place for ‘us to commlt ourselves to writing
that_chapter. For.  in this room 27 years ago, the orlg;nal.C1v1l.'

. Rights Act became law: that lohg overdue-payment on a promissory
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll have more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted
in empowering the individual and the family; investing in our
future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth.

This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadiﬁé of the Massachusetts
slaves. Thé resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the
oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #
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(Hinchliffe/Simon)

February 19, 1991- 3 p.m.
BLACKHIS : '

' PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
- East Room _
February 25, 1991 11 a.m.

| Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achlevement.
For we recognlze that black history.-- this rlch tale of roots,
.. purpose and prlde - is really everyone's hrstory, Anrd—sometiring
ekse;:teeh You know, in the mldst of war, venfind ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well th1s is the time to think

e / ZWMWMZM ,
espe01a11y of black heroes Those who by their flerce convic- .
tions showed no race has a _monopoly on idealism or excellence. We

Leran_ced @M vhy

must &=FY¥ stories of black- successes te—every—ch:id—iﬁ‘our"couﬁh
@MMMMWM.M,WMMW ﬂ‘?

tey. Because we need heroe We need them as - much as we need our A”””‘

dreams. And black Amerlcans have always prov1ded both o ﬁ;f%d?;(
‘ A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about ‘“bé;k”aﬁ
the Tuskegee Airmeh of:WWII; I was:lucky_enough to see it with a’ ‘
true legend:‘their leader Gen Benjamim Davis. Seeino the play and

being w1th this great man made me think more about a very spec1al

‘group of heroes: black Amerlcans who've fought for this country

for 200 years. They've never recelved the credit they deserve for’

their devoted patrlotlsm, their wvision, and thelr sacrlflces.

America owes a long—overdue tribute to these men and women who-- 9 ? :
WW%%W'« v
long before they had rlghts - 11eved 1nAwhat—was—rtght

For two centurles, black soldlers have established a'record-
of prlde in the face of 1ncred1ble obstacles. -For not Only did
they rlsk thelr llves fighting for freedom for thelr own and for

other countrles - but:they d1d,1t.at the same time they were
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being’ denied thelr God-glven freedoms at home.f Think about how

-

d.much they must have lovedAthls countryx How they belleved in 1tsi'
: dreams.‘ It's an astoundlng devotlon - 1n a league by 1tse1f._
You ‘can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
‘_Gulf today. Yes we've made progress in rlghtlng the wrongs of the ;
past but traglcally, ra01sm and bigotry, 1111teracy and poverty'
- -Stlll ex1st Amerlca is not w1thout problems, and black Amerlcans:
”serv1ng in the Gulf understand that. Yet they ve chosen to flghtl-
because they also belleve in th1s country. And'when these Gulf
' heroes come home, they'll continue to fight 1njustlce by - flghtlng
~d1scr1m1natlon and despalr w1th theusame commltment I tell you
L . dovh.uwzitﬁhw-zg
now, this President and this Administration w1ll ﬁeght-w;th.them
Deedrbt s PNl Bl e fpeord Ry pan iteorne,
~So to those who crltlclze the number'of blacks in the armed
seryices today, my answer is.simple. They are America's-heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, every one. ‘Look at those brave men
.and women putting their lives on the line for'us--f and you donft
‘see colors or creeds. All you»See are“Americans. Good, brave,-
: dedicated-Americans. Americans who chose to beethere. Amerlcans -
vwho put their~devotion to country first.- Amerlcans w1th dlgnlty
and pride - Calling America back to. her better self. Amerlcans
‘serving as equals. Amerlcans measured only by thelr ab111t1esv
Thank God we have them, every one.
And thank God for those who went before. For our new‘heroes
:are partfof a long tradltlon._ The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk

. about 1t - for they made thelr own Very special mark in the roll

-call of generatlons who battled not only their country s enemy,
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but.also-their-countrymen's prejudiCe. In the play, these brave
'warrlors explain. they were "pav1ng the way ... pav1ng the way. "

It was more than two centurles ago that the first black
'patrlots started to pave.theAway_of Freedom Roadr In 1774k's1aves:
sent a'plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: ;ﬁwe .
have.inucommon with all other men a natural right to our freedoms‘
without being deprived.of them by our fellow men;" Seems like
these sentlments might have 1nsp1red the words Thomas Jefferson ﬂ
wrote two years later: his call for equallty, and for the unali-
enable rlghts to llfe, llberty and the purus1t of happlness.

- What these men sent was a messageAfrom'the heart to thoseA:
who would follow: Stand up for freedom; Cry out for freedom;
Risk all for freedom. And.that's what blacks have done in every
. war in this nation's history.' They've done it'with'heroes like
Crlspus Attucks - the first American to die for the cause of his
country s llberty. Wlth heroes l1ke the blacks who made up 1/6
of the Revolutionary War:forces--- loyal, courageous men who will
at long. last be honored with a memorial hete oh the Mall.
| FreedomﬁRoad led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men-of the Ft Wagnerh
‘charge so powerfully reenacted in "Glory." The black<regiment
lost’ half 1ts men but won the d1gn1ty and respect it rlghtfully |
"deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hlll with
Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a palntlng of them
in his off1ce - says he likes to look up from h1s desk see thenm,

and remember the contrlbutlons of those who went before. And, he
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says,:reflect on what he must do to help those who yet to come. -
Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River. of WWI. But_when their sons jOlned up 25 years
:later, they found there was much work left to do. Their m1551on
‘was to w1n the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a shocking
story of black soldiers who were bringlng German prlsoners to a
POW camp here 1n Amerlca durlng the war. They stopped to eat.
4The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.
8 By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a vic- .
-torious path; paved it in bravery -and in blood. They won battles
and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at'long last they won the integration of_the armed forces;“
" . That's why it's‘such an affront to hear talk about the num-
“ber of blacks"in the military today. Some_just don't understand;
that generationsHof heroes risked their lives so their’grand;_
" children could- realize a dreaml The dream of having ‘the freedom
‘to choose to serve their country; The dream that America would E
be a place where the only 11m1ts on a man would be the limits of
hlS own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called
"the first black": butirather, simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T. ﬁashington-said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth_
4-than‘to let him'feel that. because he belongs to this or that race
he w1ll be advanced regardless of his own merit or efforts."
But the dreanm is not yet fully real -- there is today too
" much crime,ltoo much crack, too much despair. But there 1s also

today too much faith, too much’ pride, and too much human - dignlty_
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.to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
the traditlon of black heroes today. to 1nsp1re a ‘new generation
E to believe 1n 1tself and in the future. Homegrown. heroes like
Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; W}E.B. DuBois, who
fought foryopportunity;.Jackie Rohinson, who_fought fust to. do
iwhat'he did heSt{' EE#E Ralph Bunche,-who won-the,Nobel Prine;
' Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the'Pulitzer; Jesse Owens,:whovmon'
Olympic medals and the respect of the world ' Humanitarians and
~;leaders from Harriet Tubman to George Washington Carver to Mickeyi
h Leland. ' Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew. and Ron McNair.A
But they're not .the only ones. It's up to us -- each of us.
Together; we must write a nem chapterﬁin the history-of civil
rights. A chapter that says' ‘opportunity must replace despair.
For opportunity means education - equipping kids with the
'tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means
freedom from drugs - zero-tolerance, 11ke41n the military, Op-:
portunity means the dignity of work. 40pportunity means having»
your own home;-and:being safe=in it.- Opportunity'means social'
‘.‘programs to_keep families together 4-:and health care ‘to keep
-them strong. And above all, opportunity means we must treasure_
and defend the value of every human 11fe. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There s a dream 1n thlS land- With 1ts back against the
wall .to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all."
| This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter._ For 1n this room 27 years ago, the original C1v11

Rights Act became law: that long.overdue payment on a promissory
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~jnote of equality s1gned two centurles before. But-as long as dis-
zcrlmlnatlon -— born of ‘ignorance and 1nhuman1ty -- still ex1sts,,

- our work 1s_nqt yet flnlshed.- As long as the four horsemen of.

the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
== threaten any of us, our work is not yet'finished.
' So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the

1nd1v1dual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the

:Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equallty in the
skles,‘ I am absolutely commltted to civil rlghts and qpportunlty.

- for every person in this great country. I am abselﬁtely committed

to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of -

America's bounty. In a few days, I'll have more to say about our

| efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted

in empowering the individual and the family; investing in our

future; and building a healthy foundation of ecbnqmic grdwth.

This house, America's house, is steeped in history. _When-we

'listeh, it brings to life the proud voices.of black heroes
_echoing~aer2§s“the centuries. The pleading of the Massachusetts

slaves. The resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee

I

Airmen's call for v1ctory in war and in the eyes of men. And we .

'hear the v01ces of their descendants now in the Gulf soundlng the

oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no ﬁatter our roots. A call for an Amerlca strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless América and all her chlldren.

# # # # #
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Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.
For we recognize that black history -- this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And something
else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we finé ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of black heroes. Those who by their fierce convic-
tions showed no race has a monopoly on idealism or excellence. We
must tell stories of black successes to every child in our coun-
try. Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.
A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about
the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to see it with a
true legend: their leader Gen Benjamin Davis. Seeing the play and
being with this great man made me think more about a very special
group of heroes: black Americans who've fought for this country
fo%ﬁ?bdc£114;f1&ley've never received the credit they deserve for
their devoted patriotism; their vision, and their sacrifices.
America owes a long-overdue tribute to these men and women who--
long before they had rights -- believed in what was right.
For two centuries, black soldiers have established a record
of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did

they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for

other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
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being denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about how
much they must have loved this country. How they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself.

You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
Gulf today. Yes we've madeAProgress in righting the wrongs of the
past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty
still exist. America is not without problems, and black Americans
serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet they've chosen to fight
because they also believe in this country. And when these Gulf
heroes come home, they'll continue to fight injustice by fighting
discrimination and despair with the same commitment. I tell you
now, this President and this Administration will fight with them.

So to those who criticize the number of blacks in the armed
services today, my answer is simple. They are America's heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, every one. Lock at those brave men
and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't
see colors or creeds. All you see are Americans. Good, brave,
dedicated Americans. Americans who chose to be there. Americans
who put their devotion to country first. Americans with dignity
and pride -- calling America back to her better self. Americans
serving as equals. Americans megsured only by their abilities.
Thank God we have then, everyﬁgzzE

And thank God for thoselgho went before. For our new heroes
are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk
about it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll

call of generations who battled not only their country's enemy,
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but also their countrymen's prejudice. 1In the play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than two centuries ago that the first black
patriots started to pave the way of Freedom Road.[&n 1774, slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: '"we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without being deprived of them by our fellow men.f] Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two years later: his call for equality, and for the unali-
enable rights to life, liberty and the purusit of happiness.

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedom.
Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every
war in this nation's history. They've done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6
of the Revolutionary War forces -- loyal, courageous men who will
at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men of the Ft Wagner
charge so powerfully reenacted in "Glory." The black regiment
lost half its men but won the dignity and respect it rightfully
deserved. Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with
Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them
in his office - says he likes to look up from his desk, see then,

and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he
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says, reflect on what he must do to help those who yet to come.

Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years
later, they found there was much work left to do. Their mission
was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a shocking
story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a
POW camp here in America during the war. They stopped to eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.

By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a vic-
torious path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles
and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at long last they won the integration of the armed forces.

That's why it's such an affront to hear talk about the num-
ber of blacks in the military today. Some just don't understand
that generations of heroes risked their lives so their grand-
children could realize a dream. The dream of having the freedom
to choose to serve their country. The dream that America would
be a place where the only limits on a man would be the limits of
his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called
"the first black": but rather, simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T. Washington said: "No greater injury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or efforts."

But the dream is not yet fully real -- there is today too
much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is also

today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
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to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
the tradition of black heroes today: to inspire a new generation
to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown heroes like
Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; W.E.B. DuBois, who
fought for opportunity; Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do
what he did best. Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize;
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won
Olympic medals and the respect of the world. Humanitarians and
leaders from Harriet Tubman to George Washington Carver to Mickey
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair.

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means
fréedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the military. Op-
portunity means the dignity of work. Opportunity means having
your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
programs to-keep families together -- and health care to keep
them strong. And, abpve all, opportunity means we must treasure
and defend the value of every human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall; to save the dream for one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselves to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the original civil

Rights Act became law: that long overdue payment on a promissory
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll have more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted
in empowering the individual and the family; investing in our
future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth.

This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadiné of the Massachusetts
slaves. The resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we

hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the

oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # #
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REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

x 2930, no later than 2:00 p.m. on Friday, 02/22, with a copy to
this office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

PHILL!P D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Today, we celebrate the ‘proud spectrum of black achlevement

. For we recognize that black hlstory - th1s r1ch tale of roots,

purpose and pride -- is really everyone's hlstory. And.somethlng_

'else,'tOO. You know, in the midst of war, we find ourselves

~'thinking.about heroes. Well, this is the time to think

espec1ally of black heroes.' Those who by their fierce convic-v

' tlons showed no race has -a monopoly on 1dea11sm or excellence. We

'mustAtell stories of black successes tO'every chlldzln Our‘coun—~

try. Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our-
dreams. And black Americans'have always"provided both.

A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about

_ the Tuskegee Alrmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to see 1t-w1th a

true legend thelr leader Gen Benjam1n Dav1s. Seelng the play and"
1

‘belng w1th th1s great man made me think more about ‘a very spe01al

group of heroes' black Amerlcans who ve fought for this country

'for 200 years. They ve never recelved the credlt they deserve for
thelr devoted patrlotlsm, thelr v151on, and their sacrlflces
.Amerlcayowes a.long—overdue trlbutevto these ‘men and women who—f

- long before they had rights -- believed in what was}right.

' For two centuries, black. soldiers have~estab1ished_a record

of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did

~they rlsk thelr lives flghtlng for freedom for thelr own and for

_other countrles - but they ‘did 1t at the same tlme they were



being denied their God-given freedoms at home. . Think about how

_much they must have loved this country. How they believed in its

dreams. It's an astounding devotion --‘in a league by itself.
You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the

Gulf today.tYes we've made progress,in righting the wrongs of the

. past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty

still exist. America is not without problens, and black Americans

serv1ng in the. Gulf understand that. Yet they've chosen to fight

because they also believe in thlS country. ,And when these Gulf

‘heroes come home, they'll continue to fight injustice by fighting

discrimination and despair with the same commitment. I tell you :
now,'this-President and this Administration will fight with them.

'So to those who criticize the number of blacks in the armed

e services today, my answer is simple. 'They are America's heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, eyery one. Look at those brave men
~and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't

' see colors or creeds. All you see are Americans. Good, brave,

- dedicated Americans. Amerlcans who chose to ‘be there. Americans.

- who put thelr devotlon to country f1rst. Americans with dignity

.and pride -- calllng America back to her better self. Americans

serving as equals. Americans measured only by their abillties.
Thank God we have them, every one.
And thank God for those whO'went before. For our new heroces

are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles“ talk

1about it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll

' call of generations who battled not only the1r country's enenmy,
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but also thelr countrymen s pre]udlce. 'In the play, these brave
warriors. explaln they were "pav1ng the way ;.. paving the way."

.It-was more than two centurles ago that the first black

patrlots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. . In 1774 slaves

'-sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saylng° "we

have 1n common w1th all other men a natural rlght to our freedoms>

without be1ng deprived of them by our'fellow_men." Seemsvllke

* these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson

wroteftwo yearS~iater: his call for equality, and for the unali— ‘

~enable rights to life, liberty,andfthe purusit of happiness.

.What these men sent was a'message from the heart to those

who“wouid follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedom.

_ R1sk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every

war in this natlon s hlstory. They've done it with herces like

Crispus‘Attucks ~- the first:American to die for the cause of his

country's-liberty. With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6

of the: Revolutlonary War forces -- loyal courageous ‘men who' w111-

.at long last be honored with a memor1al hete on the Mall.

Freedongoad.led_nearly a4quarter m11110n.new1y-freed slaves

into the civil War. Heroes emerced like the men of the Ft Wagner

charge so powerfully reenacted in "Glory." The black reglment

. lost half its men but .won the dlgnlty and respect 1t rlghtfully

deserved Freedom Road took black heroes up San Juan Hlll with.
Teddy Roosevelt.' By the way, Colln,Powell has a painting of them

in his office - says he likes to look_uo from his desk, see thenm,

‘and remember the contributions of those who»went before. And, he
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.says, reflect on what he must do to help-those who‘yetAto come;‘-'

Black'heroes'also pave& Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25_years'
later, they found there was much work left to do. Their mission

was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a shocking;‘

-story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a -

POW camp here in Amerlca durlng the war. -They stopped to eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.
‘By the end of the war these black soldlers had‘paved a vic--
torious-path; paved it in bravery and ‘in blood. They won;battles'
and ﬁedals;‘ They wonirespect as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at lohg last theynwoh the integratioh of:thelarmed rorces.
That's why it's”such an affroht to hear taik.about the num-
ber of blacks in the military'todayﬂ‘SomeAjust don't  understand

that generations of heroes risked their~iiyes so their grand-

.children could realize a dream. The dream of having the freedom A

to choose to serve thelr country. The dreanm that America would’

be a ‘place where the only 11m1ts on a man %would be the 11m1ts of

_h1S'own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called-

"the flrst black"° bu; rather, simply, "the best."™ For, as Booker
T..Washlngton sald" "No greater 1njury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to thls or that race
he will be advanced regardless-of his own merlt or efforts."

But the dream is not yet fully real -- there is today. too .

much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is also

today too much:faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
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“to give‘up or to give in. Thatis.why'we urgehtly_need tb turn to
‘ thé tradition of black heroe§ today:vto inséire a new generation
to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown heroes like
'F;ederick Dpuglass, who:fought for dignity}'W.E.B. DuBois, who
fought for opporfunity; Jackié'R§binson,_who fought jﬁst to-do
what he did beSt. LikefRalph Bﬁnche; whb-won the ﬁobei Pfizé;
e Gwéndolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jessg Owens, who won
Olympic medals and the respect of the wor1d.. Humaﬁitarians and -
ieaders from Harriet Tubman to Georgé Washington Carver to_Mickey-
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair.
Buf they're not the only ones. 'It'é up to us -- each of ué:
‘Togethér, we must write a new chapter‘injthe history of civil
rights. A'chaptér that-says: opportunify mﬁst replace despéir.
Fof opportunity méans-education - equippihg kids with,tﬁe'
-t0015’they.need to cqmpete in a new century. Oppdrtunity méans

freedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the military. Op-

pdrtunity_means the'dignity'of-work.».Opportunify means_having
yéur own home;'and being'safe in it; OPportunify means social -
programs-tqggeep>families tbgethe: —- and heaifh-care to keep
them strong.i And, anve all, opportuhity means we mqst tfeasure
and aefend the value pf evéry_human 1ife; For as'LangstOn Hughes
_‘wrote, "There's a,dfeam in thié lénd with its,ﬁac}é:aga'i_hst'the~
wall; to save the dream fof oné, it must be savéd for all."”

| " This is an ideal place for us to coﬁmit ourseélves to writing_
that‘chéptérlv For in this room 27 yéars ago, the original civil

Rights Act became.léw:”'that long overdue'paymept on a promissory
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll have more to say about our

efforts to ensure opportunity for all Americans -- efforts rooted

Wwing Powef +o }
in 2h§aieréﬂg the individual and the family; investing in our

future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth.
This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the proud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadidé of the Massachusetts
slaves. Thé resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for viotory in war and in the eyes of men. And we

hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the

oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

# # # # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING

FROM: JAY S. BYBEE 7/~
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Black History Month

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced matter. We
have no legal objections.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
East Room
February 25, 1991 11 a.n.
Today, we celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.
For we recognize that black history =-- this rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And something
else, too. You know, in the midst of war, we find ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well, this is the time to think
especially of 5léck herces. Those who by their fierce convic-
tions showed no race has a monopoly on idealism or excellence. We
must tell stories of black successes to every child in our coun-
try. Because we need heroes. We need them és much as we need our
dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.
A few niéhts ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles," about
thé Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to see it with a
true legend: their leader Gen Benjamin Davis. Seeing the play and
being with this great man made me think more about a very special
group of hereoes: black Americans who've fought for this country
for 290 years.'They'qg never received the credit they deserve for
their devoted patriotism; their vision, and their sacrifices.
America owes a long-overdue tribute to these men and women who--
long before they had rights -- beiieved in what was right.
For two centuries, black soldieré have established a record
of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only did
they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for

other countries -- but they did it at the same time they were
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being denied their God-given freedoms at home. Think about how
much they must have loved this country. How they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion -- in a league by itself.

You can feel that love of country just as strongly in the
Gulf today. Yes we've made progress in righting the wrongs of the
past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty
still exist. America is not without problems,‘énd black Americans
serving in the Gulf understand that. Yet they've chosen to fight
because they also believe in this country. And when these Gulf
heroes come home, they'll continue to fight injustice by fighting
discrimination and despair with the same commitment. I tell you
now, this President and this Administration will fight with them.

So to those who criticize the number.of blacks in the armed
services today, my answer is simple. They are America's heroes.
The real thing. Volunteers, every one. Look at those brave men
and women putting their lives on the line for us -- and you don't
see colors or creeds. All you see are AmeFicans. Good, brave,

dedicated Américans. Americans who chose to be there. Americans
who put thei; devotion to country first. BAmericans with dignity
and pride -- calling America back to her better self. Americans
serving as'equals. Americans measured only by their abilities.
Thank God we have fhem, every one.

And thank God for those who went before. For'our new heroes
are part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black Eagles" talk

about it -- for they made their own very special mark in the roll

call of generations who battled not only their country's enemy,
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but also their countrymen's prejudice. In the play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving the way."

It was more than two centuries ago that the first black
patriots started to pave the way of Freedom Road. In 1774,;slaves
sent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts saying: '"we
have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
~without being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two years later: his call for equality, and for the unali-
enable rights to life, liberty and the purusit of happiness.

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out .for freedom.
Risk all for freedom. And that's what blacks have done in every
war in this nation's history. They've done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks -- the first American to die for the cause of his
éountry's liberty. With heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6
of the Revolutionary War'forces -- loyal, courageous men who will
at long last be honored with a memorial here on the Mall.

Freedom Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men of the Ft Wagner
charge so powerfully reenacted in "Glory." The black regiment
lost half its men but won the dignity and respect it rightfully
deserved. Freedém Road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with
Teddy Roosevelt. By the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them
in his office - says he likes to look up from his deék, see them,

and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he
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says, reflect on what he must do to help those who yet to come.

Black heroes also paved Freedom Road on the French fields
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons joined up 25 years
later, they found there was much work left to do. Their mission
was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a shocking
story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a
POW camp hgre in America dﬁring the war. They stopped to eat.
The lunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the blacks.

By the end of the war these black soldiers had paved a vic-
torious path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles
and medals. They won respect as men and acceptance as Americans.
And at long last they won the integration of the armed forces.

That's why it's such an affront to hear talk about the num-
per of blacks in the military today. Some just don't understand
that generations of heroes risked their lives so their grand-
children could realize»a.dream. The dream of having the freedom
to choose to serve their country. The dream that America would
be a place where the only limits on a man would be the limits of
his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called
"the first black": bup rather, simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T. Washington said: "No'greater injury can be done to any youth
. than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or efforts."

But the dream is not yet fully real -- there is today too
much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But there is also

today too much faith, too much pride, and too much human dignity
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to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
-'the tradition of black heroes today: to inspire a new generation
to believe in itself and in the future. Homegrown heroes like
Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; W.E.B. DuBois, who
fought for opportunity; Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do
what he did best. Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize;
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won
Olympic medals and the respect of the world. Humanitarians and
leaders from Harriet Tubman to George Washington Carver to Mickey
Leland. Pioneeré like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNair.

But they're not the only ones. 1It's up to us -- each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter in the history of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair.

For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunity means
freedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the military. Op-'
portunity meahs the dignity of work. Opportunity means having
your own home; and being safe in it. Opportunity means social
programs to..keep families together -- and health care to keep |
them strong. And,’appve all, opportunity means we must treasure
and defend the value of évery human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land witﬁ its back against the
wall; to save the dream fof one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit ourselQes to writing
that chapter. For in this room 27 years ago, the original civil

Rights Act became law: that long overdue payment on a‘promissory
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note of equality signed two centuries before. But as long as dis-
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity =-- still exists,
our work is not yet finished. As long as the four horsemen of
the American night -- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear
-- threaten any of us, our work is not yet finished.

So we must as a nation pledge that never again will the
individual be degraded and devalued. That we will remember the
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on earth to equality in the
skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opportunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely committed
to ensuring that everyone receives a full and equal share of
America's bounty. In a few days, I'll have more to say about our
efforts to ensure opportunity for all Américans -- efforts rooted
in empowering the individual and the famiiy; investing in our
future; and building a healthy foundation of economic growth.

This house, America's house, is steeped in history. When we
listen, it brings to life the prdud voices of black heroes
echoing across the centuries. The pleadiﬂ§ of the Massachusetts
slaves. Thé resonance of the Civil War graves. The Tuskegee
Airmen's call for victory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
hear the voices of their descendants now in the Gulf sounding the
oldest call of our land -- one we all share, no matter our color,
no matter our roots. A call for an America strong -- an America

fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children.

f # # # #
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\YE - 'BLACKHIS | ‘
PRBSIDBNTIAL REHARKB. BLACK HISTORY MONTH
East Roonm _
" February 25, 1991 11 -a.m.
Today,.we'celebrate the proud spectrum of black achievement.:‘
For we reCogniie that black”history ---this#rich tale of roots,
purpose and pride -- is really everyone's history. And. somethlng_
else, too. You know, in the mldst of ‘war, we £ind ourselves
thinking about heroes. Well thlS is the time to th1nk

espec1ally of black heroes. Those who by their flerce convic-

‘tions showed no race has a monopoly on 1deallsm or excellence. We

- must tell storles of black successes to every Chlld 1n our coun-

'try. Because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
dreams; And black Amerlcans have always prov1ded both.

" A few nights ago I saw a play called "Black Eagles,“ about
the Tuskegee Airmen of WWII. I was lucky enough to see it with a -
true‘legend: their leader Gen BenjaminADavis. Seeing the blay and
- being with this great man made me thlnk more about a very specialv'
group of herees: black Americans who've fought'for'this country
‘for.zqo years::They'vg_never~received the credit they deserve for
their dewoted’patriotism; their vision, and their sacrifices.
‘Anerica owes a long-overdue tribute to these men and women who--
long before they had rights -- believed in what was rlght

For two centurles, black soldlers have establlshed a record
of prlde in the face of incredible obstacles.. For not only did
' they risk their lives f1ght1ng for freedom for their‘own and:for'

othericountries -- but they did it at the same tine they were
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being denied»their'God-giveh freedoms at home. Think about how
muchbthey-mustAhave loved this country. How they believed_in_its
dreams. It's an astounoing devotion -- in a league by itself.

You<can feel thattloye of country just as strongly inhthe'
'Gulf todayﬂ Yes we}ve made progress in righting the wrongs of the
past; but,-tragica;ly,racism and bigotry, iiliteracy and poverty'
still exist.‘America is not without problems, and black.Americans
’serving in the-Gulf understand that.. Yet they've chosen to fight
because they also belleve 1n thls country. And when these Gulf
heroes come home, they'll continue to flght injustice by fighting '
dlscrlmlnatlon andodespalr with the same commltment.v I tell you
now, this.President ahd this Administratioh:will fight with them.

vSo toAthose who criticize the -number of blacks‘in the.armed
services today, my ansuer‘is.simple._ They are America's heroes;
The real thing. 'Voluhteers,‘eyery one. Lookxat those brave men
and women putting_their lives on the-lihe forAus --"and you don't
see colors or creeds. Ail ‘you see are Americans. Good, brave,
dedicatea Americans. Americans who chose to be there. Americans
who put. thelr devotion to country first. Amerlcans with dlgnlty
and pride -- ca111ng ﬁmerlca back to her _better self.. Amerlcans
serv1ng as equals. Amerlcans measured only by thelr abilities.
Thank God we have them, every one. -

And thank GodAfor thoseiwho went before. For our new heroes
‘are partAof a .long traaition.' The airhen in "Black;Eagles" talk
about-it.f-jfor they made their“own very special mark inAthe roll

call of:generatiohs who battled notAonly their country's enemy,
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but a150‘their“countrymen's preﬁudice. In the ‘play, these brave
warriors explain they were "paving the way ... paving: the way "
‘Tt was more than two centuries ago that the first black -
- patriots started to pa;e the .way of Freedom Road. In 1774, slaVes'
Asent a plea to the Royal Governor of Massachusetts-saying: "we
-'have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
'_'w1thout being deprived of them by our fellow men." Seems like
‘these sentiments might have inspired the words Thomas Jefferson
wrote two years later: his call for equality, and for the unali-
enable rights to life, liberty.and the purusit'of'hapbiness.
.What'these men sent was a message from thelheart_tolthose

who would follow: Stand up for freedom. Cry out for freedom.
Risk allAfor freedom. And that's what blacks have done in eyery
war in this nation's history. .Theyfve”done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks-;- the first American to die for the cause of his
country's liberty. Wlth heroes like the blacks who made up 1/6
‘of the Revolutionary War forces - loyal courageous men who w1ll
at long last be honored w1th a memorial hetre on the Mall. .
| Freedom*Road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed slaves
into the C1v11 War. yeroes emerged like the_men of the Ft Wagner
charge so powerfully reenacted in "Glory.f The black'regiment |
lost half its men but won the dignity and‘respect it rightfully
deserved. Freedom Road took. black heroes up San Juan H111 with
Teddy Roosevelt. By-the way, Colin Powell has a—painting of them
in his office - says he.likes_to'look up:from his desk, see then,

- and remember the contributions of those who went before.  And, he}
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says,freflect.on what he must do to help those who yetlto come.

Black heroes also paved freedomﬂRoad on the French fieids
and Rhine River of WWI. But when their sons jOlned up 25 years
.later, they found there was much work left to do.- Their mission .
was to win the war -- and to prove their race. I heard a shocklng
' story of black soldiers who were bringing German prisoners to a
- POW_camp here in America durinc the war. They stopped to eat.
Thellunch counter would serve the Germans -- but not the'blacks.

By the end of the war these black soldlers had paved a vic-
‘itorlous path; paved it in bravery and in blood. They won battles_'
and nedals. They won - respect as men and acceptance as- Amerlcans‘
'And at long last they won the 1ntegratlon of the armed forces:

~ That's why 1t{s_such an affront to hear talk about the num-
ber of blacks inAthe military today. Some just_don't understand_
-that generations_of heroes risked their lives so their grandj
: children could realize a dream. The dream of'having‘the freedom
" to.choose to serve~their.country. The dream that America would
be a place'where_the only limits on a man would be the limits‘of
his own vis.j:on.~ The dream of a nation‘where none would be called
"thelfirst:black":'bu; rather,.simply, "the best." For, as Booker
T, Washington said: . "No greater injury can be done to any youth
than to let him feel that because he belongs to this or that race
he will be advanced regardless of his own merit or efforts "

But the dream is not yet fully real - there is today too
much crime, too much crack, too much despair. But~there is also |

today too much faith, too much pride, and too'much_human'dignity
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to give up or to give in. That's why we urgently need to turn to
~ the tradltlon of. black heroes today- to inspire a new generatlon
to belleve in itself and in the. future. Homegrown heroes like
Frederick-Douglass, who fought for dignitf;'W.E.B.ADuBois; who .
fought for opportunity; Jackie Robinson; who fought jnst to do’
what he didnbest. Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize;
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulltzer, Jesse Owens, who won
i01ymp1c medals and the respect of the world._ Humanltarlans and
‘leaders from Harrlet Tubman to George Washlngton Carver to Mlckey‘
Leland Ploneers like Dr. Charles Drew and Ron McNalr.

But they're not the only ones. It's up to us -- each of us.
fTogether, we mnst ‘write a new chapter in the_hlstory of civil
rights. A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despair;

For opportunlty means educatlon -- equipping klds with the
tools they need to compete in a new century. Opportunlty means
‘freedom from drugs -- zero-tolerance, like in the m111tary Op-
_portunity means the dignlty of work. Opportunity means having-
youraomn home; and being safe in it. 'Opportunity means’ social
programs to.keep families together -?‘and health care to keep
Athem.strono. And, above all, opportunity means we must treasure
and-defend the value of every human life. For as Langston Hughes
wrote, "There's a dream in this land with its back against the
wall, to save the dream for one, it must be saved for alli.n

This is an 1deal place for us to commit ourselves to wrltlngl
that chapter. For in thls room 27 years ago, the or1g1na1 Civil

Rights Act became law:- that long overdue payment on a promissory



note Of'equa;ity'signed tﬁd;centuries'befofe; But as long as dis—_.:_
crimination -- born of ignorance and inhumanity rfAsﬁill exists,
léur wofk is not Yet finished. As long as -the four horsemen of
the American night -- iiliféracy} inequality,'indigence and fear
S threéten ahyjbf ﬁs, our work is not &et finiéhg&; .
So we must as a natién pleége‘that never‘again.will the
individﬁal be_degraded‘and de&aluéd. That we wili‘remembervthe
.Black Eadles;'who soafed ffom bigotry on earth to éguality in the
- skies. I am absolutely committed to civil rights and opporﬁunity
for every person in this great country. I am absolutely éommitted
to ensufing that-everyoné receives a fuli and equal share'of
Amériéa's.bounty. In a few dﬁys,‘I'll have more to'saf'about our
-efforts to ensure opportunitylfor all AméridansA-- efforts':ébtgd
in_empowéring fhé individual and the famiiy; investing in our
fuﬁure}ﬂand building a healthy foundatiop of economic growth.

" This house, America's house, is steeped in hiétqry.v When we
 1isteh,”it‘bfings>£o life the proud voices of black héroes
’Aechoing across the centuries. The pleadiﬁé of the Massachusetts .
slaves. 'Théifésohancg of the Civil War gfaﬁes. The fuskégee
Airmen's call fbr viotory in war and in the eyes of men. And we
“hear théIQOicesvof their descendants nowlin the Gﬁlf sounding the
' 61dest:ca11 of our ‘land -- one we'511 sharé; no matter our color,
no matter our roots} A call for.an America strong -- an America
fair -- an America free. God bless America and all her children;

# #F  F # L #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

- For Immediate Release . , - ~ February 25, 1991

" REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT ,
IN RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

The East Room

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. It is a great,
great pleasure for Barbara and me to welcome you all to the White
House. It's good to see so many friends here today, including so
many members of our administration: our Vice President, of course;
and Lou Sullivan; Jack Kemp; Lynn Martin; of course,  the Chairman of
our Joint Chiefs General Powell; Connie Newman; Art Fletcher and so:
many more. I salute our red-coated special guests. You bring honor
to this place and we're delighted to have you here. -

I know that the issue . on all of our minds is the war in .
the Gulf. And I'm glad to report, after consultation a few minutes
ago with Chairman Powell, General Powell, that the news is good.
Coalition air and ground forces are advancing on their objectives.
Enemy prisoners are surrendering in large numbers =-- large numbers.
And thus far, thank God, U.S. and coalition casualties are few.

The liberation of Kuwait is on course and on schedule.
We have the initiative. We intend to keep it. We must guard against
euphoria. There are battles yet to come and casualties to be borne.
But make no mistake. We will prevail. Kuwait will soon be free, and
America's men and women in uniform will refurn home to the thanks and
respect of a grateful nation. (Applause.)

This was a war thrust upon us, not a war that we sought.
But naked agression, such as we have seen, must be resisted, if it is
not to become a pattern. Our success in the Gulf will bring with it
not just a new opportunity for peace and stability in a critical part
of the world, but a chance to build a new world order based upon the
principles of collective security and the rule of law. .

: But today we're here to celebrate the proud spectrum of
black achievement. For we recognize that black hlstory, this rich
tale of roots and purpose and prlde, 1$ really everyone's history.

And something else, too. You know, in the midst of war

" we flnd 6urselvés thinking “absut-heroes. ~Well, - this is -the-time *to- -

especially think of black heroes. Those who, by their fierce
conviction, showed no race has a monopoly on idealism or excellence.
And we must tell stories of black successes to every child in our
country because we need heroes. We need them as much as we need our
dreams. And black Americans have always provided both.

A few nights ago, General Tony McPeak, the Chief of Staff
of our Air: Force; and an old friend many of you know, Ben Payton,
President of the Tuskegee University and Judge Souter of the Supreme
Court and I, the four of us -- men's night out on the town =--
(laughter) =-- went over to Ford's Theater to see a play called the
"Black Eagles." And for those who aren't aware of that, it's a play
about the Tuskegee Airmen of World War II, who were led by the
legendary. General Benjamin Davis. An incredible story of men who
took their places among a very special group of heroes -- black
Americans who have fought for this country for over 200 years.

And they never received the credit, they never received
the credit that they deserve for their devoted patriotism, for their

MORE
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vision and their sacrifices. And America owes a long-overdue tribute
to these men and women who, long before they had rlghts, believed in
what was right. (Applause.) '

For two centuries, black soldiers have established a
record of pride in the face of incredible obstacles. For not only

-did they risk their lives fighting for freedom for their own and for

other countries, but they did it at the same time that they were
being denied their own God-given freedoms at home. And think about
how much they must have loved this country, how they believed in its
dreams. It's an astounding devotion. It's in a league by itself.

And you can feel that love of country just as strongly
out there in the Gulf today. And yes, we've made great progress in
righting the wrongs of the past; but, tragically, racism and bigotry,
illiteracy and poverty still exist. And America, of course, is not
without its problems, and black Americans serving in the Gulf '
understand that. And yet, they've chosen to serve because they .
fundamentally believe in this country. And when these Gulf heroes
come home, they'll continue to fight injustice by flghtlng
discrimination and despair with the same commltment. And we will
stand with them. (Applause.)

‘'So to those who questlon the proportion of blacks in the
Armed Services today, my answer is simple. The military of the
United States is the greatest equal opportunlty employer around,
Every soldier, sailor, airman, Coast Guardsman and Marine have
enlisted because they want to be a part of the American Armed
Services. Because they know it is a place of openness and true
merltocracy, and because they know that every serviceman and woman
receives equal training, and the finest training, and equal treatmen:
every step of the way =-- with education fundlng and technical skills
which w1ll open up unlimited futures.

If anyone thinks that the military is not the place for
equal opportunity and advancement, then talk to General Waller, Lt.

" General Calvin Waller, or Deputy Commanderﬂln-Chlef of the Central

Command; or Colonel Hopper, Deputy Commander of the 63rd Airlift
Wing; or Air Force Colonel Leonard Randolph from Langley -- Langley
Air Force Base.

Or listen to the man sitting over my rlght shoulder here,
who answers those who criticize the proportion of blacks by
challenging all of America. Here's what General ‘Powell -- his answer
-=- challenged the rest of this country to create the same paths of
opportunlty which we have in the mllltary

Look at those brave men and women putting their lives on
the line for us. And you don't see colors or creed. All you see are
Americans -- good, brave, dedicated Americans -- Americans who
volunteered, each and every single one of them. Who put their
devotion to country first, Americans with dlgnlty and prlde -
calling America back to her better self. Americans serving as
equals, measured only by their abilities. America's heroes =-- the
#eal thing. ~Thank God we have them -- eVéry single one. ' (Applause.)

Today, we thank God for those who went before. For our
new heroes are a part of a long tradition. The airmen in "Black
Eagles" talk about it, for they made their own very spec1a1 mark in
the roll call of generatlons who battled not only their country's
enemy, but also their countrymen's pre]udlce. In the play these
brave warriors explain they were "paving the way, paving the way.

And it was more than two centuries ago that the first
black patriots started to pave the way of freedom road. In 1774,
slaves sent a plea to the royal governor of Massachusetts saying:
"We have in common with all other men a natural right to our freedoms
without belng deprived of them by our fellow men."

- Seems like these sentiments might’ have inspired the words
that Thomas Jefferson wrote two years later: "That all men are
created equal and that they are endowed with the inalienable rights
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to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness."

What these men sent was a message from the heart to those
who would follow: Stand up for freedom; cry out for freedom; risk
all for freedom.

And that's what blacks have done in every war in this
nation's history. (Applause.) And they've done it with heroes like
Crispus Attucks, the first American to die for the cause of his
country's: liberty.

With heroces like the 5,000 blacks who fought in the
Revolutionary War -- loyal, courageous men who will at long last be
honored with a memorial out here on the Mall thanks to the Patriot
Foundation, which I hope we'll all support. (Applause.)

Freedom road led nearly a quarter million newly-freed
slaves into the Civil War. Heroes emerged like the men of Fort
Wagner charge -- so powerfully reenacted in the movie "Glory." The
black regiment lost half its men -- imagine that, half its men -- but
won the dignity and respect that it rightfully deserved.

Freedom road took black heroes up San Juan Hill with
Teddy Roosevelt. And by the way, Colin Powell has a painting of them
in his office. He says he likes to look up from his desk, see them,
and remember the contributions of those who went before. And, he
says, reflect on what he must do to help those yet to come.

Black heroes also paved freedom road on the French fields
and Rhine River of World War I.

But when their sons joined up 25 years later, they found
there was much work left to do. And I heard a shocking story that
took place right here in America in 1943, in the middle of World War
II. Black soldiers stopped and tried to eat at a restaurant. Inside
German prisoners -- German prisoners of war were being served a meal,
but the restaurant refused to admit the black soldiers.

By the end of the war, American black soldiers had paved
a victorious path, paved it in bravery and in blood. And they won
battles and medals. And they won respect as men and acceptance as
Americans. And at long last they won the integration of the Armed
Forces,

These generations of heroes risked their lives so that
their grandchildren could realize a dream. The dream of having the
freedom to choose to serve their country. The dream that America
would be a place where the only limits on a man would be the limits
of his own vision. The dream of a nation where none would be called
the first black, but rather, simply, the best.

For, as Booker T. Washington said:. "No greater injury
can be done- to any youth than to let him feel that because he belongs
to this or that race he will be advanced regardless of his own merit
or efforts."

But let's face it -- the dream is not yet fully reallzed
and there is today too much crime and too much crack and too much
despair. And yet, there is also today too much faith and too much
pride and too much human dignity to give up or to give in.

And that's why we urgently need to turn to the tradition
of black heroes today, to inspire a new generation to belleve in
itself and in the future.

Homegrown heroes like Frederick Douglass, who fought for
dignity; Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who fought for the rights of
millions; Jackie Robinson, who fought just to do what he did best.
Like Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize: Gwendolyn Brooks, who won
the Pulitzer; Jesse Owens, who won Olympic medals and the respect of
the world.
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Humanitarians and leaders from George Washington Carver
to Rosa Parks. to the late Mickey Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles
”Drew and astronaut Ron McNair. And, of course, the man who has
brought 1nsp1ratlon, strength and true spirit of heroism to the
world's current struggle for humanity =- the Chairman of our Jé&int
Chiefs. (Applause.) Exactly the way we all feel.

But they're not the only ones. It is up to each of us.
Together, we must write a new chapter .in the history of civil rights.
A chapter that says: opportunity must replace despaitr.

' For opportunity means education -- equipping kids with

the tools they need to compete in a new century. It means freedoi
from drugs. Opportunity means jobs, the dignity of work. It méans
" owning your own home -- and being safe in it. Opportunity meahs
social programs to keep families together, and health care to Keep
them strong.

And, above all, oppoértunity means we must treasure ahd
defend the value of every human life. For as Lahgston Hughes Wkote,
"There's a dream in this land with its back against the wall; to save
the dream for one, it must be saved for all."

This is an ideal place for us to commit du¥selves to

writing that chapter. For in this very room, 27 yeais ago, the Civil

nghts Act of 1964 became law -- a long overdue payméht oh a
promissory note of equality signed two centuries before.

But as long as discrimination =-- borne of ighorance and
inhumanity =-- still exists, our work is not yet finished.
(Applause.) And as long as the four horsemen of the Ametriéan night
-- illiteracy, inequality, indigence and fear =-- threaten any of us;
our work is not yet finished. ' ,

And so we must as a nation pledge that nevervagaih will
the individual be degraded and devalued. That we will rémember thé
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on Earth to equallty in the
skies.

: And I am committed to civil rights and opportunity for )
every person in this great country. And I will simply say to aill of
you: I salute you. I thank you for coming here to sharé this very
special day with all of America. And at this special time in our
history, may God bless those who are serving us halfway arouhd the
world. May they be treated with respect and the dignity that the
,deserve when they come back home having freed another country.

Thank you all and God bless you. {(Applause.)

END " 11:20 A.M. EST
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