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NATIONAL PTA WEEK SIGNING CEREMONY
ROOSEVELT ROOM / 1:15 P.M. / FEBRUARY 21, 1991

0 BARBARA AND I WANT TO WELCOME ALL OF YOU TO THE
WHITE HoUSE. LET ME RECOGNIZE ANN LYNCH, PRESIDENT OF

‘THE NATIONAL PTA -- AND TRUSTED MEMBER OF MY EDUCATION

PoLicy Abvisory CoMMITTEE. UNDERSECRETARY TED SANDERS
oF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. WILLIAM PoLLArRD, CEO
OF SERVICEMASTER -- THIS YEAR'S SPONSOR OF NATIONAL
PARENTS AND TEACHERS ASSOCIATION WEEK.
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0 I WANT TO BEGIN TODAY BY SHARING WITH YOU THE

. RESULTS OF A RECENT POLL OF THE NATION'S 4TH GRADERS.

0 THEY WERE ASKED TO PICK A HERO FROM THE FOLLOWING
LIST: A) BART SimpsoN. B) GeEorGE BusH. C) PauLa

~ABpuL. D) Bo JAcCKSON -- orR E) NONE oF THE ABOVE. //
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o0 THE kIps DIDN'T PICK A, C OR D -- OR, SAD TO SAY,
B. // THE WINNERS WERE WRITE-IN CANDIDATES: CHILDREN

PICKED PARENTS AS THEIR HEROES -- BY A LANDSLIDE.
TEACHERS WERE THE RUNNERS UP. [[Bo JACKSON WAS THIRD
-~ AND THAT'S ALL THEY'D TELL ME....Jl]

-4 -

o THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT PARENTS ARE OUR

' CHILDREN'S FIRST TEACHERS. IT’'S MORE THAN A MATTER OF

HELPING OUR KIDS DO THEIR HOMEWORK, TEACHING THEM HOW
TO READ -- OR SHOWING THEM THROUGH OUR OWN INTERESTS
THAT LEARNING IS A LIFE-LONG PURSUIT. OUR KIDS LOOK TO
US FOR THE MORAL VALUES THAT GUIDE THEIR LIVES.
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o WE KNOW CHILDREN LOOK TO US -- IT'S UP TO US TO
GIVE OUR KIDS SOMETHING TO LOOK uP T0.

0 ANN LYNCH IS RIGHT ON THE MARK WHEN SHE SAYS THAT
"THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A GOOD SCHOOL AND A GREAT
SCHOOL IS THE PARENTS."

-6 -
0 AND THOSE OF US IN GOVERNMENT -- AT THE FEDERAL

LEVEL, IN THE STATE HOUSES, AND RIGHT DOWN TO THE LOCAL

' SCHOOLBOARDS -- HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT
PARENTS ARE AT THE CENTER OF EDUCATIONAL REFORM.

0 TOGETHER, LET’'S WORK TO MEET A COMMON CHALLENGE
-= LET'S FIND A WAY TO HELP CHILDREN WHO LACK THE
ADVANTAGES THAT COME FROM'A>LOVING HOME AND CARING
PARENTS.
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0 I AM CONVINCED THAT OUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE OUR
SCHOOLS ARE AT A TURNING POINT. THIS PRESIDENT AND
THIS ADMINISTRATION ARE COMMITTED TO OUR NATIONAL
EDUCATION GOALS -- WE'VE FORGED A REAL, WORKING °
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATION'S GOVERNORS -- AND WE KNOW
REAL PROGRESS COMES ONE SCHOOL AND ONE STUDENT AT A
TIME. THAT'S WHY WE SEE THE PTA AS A KEY PARTNER IN
MAKING CERTAIN AMERICA'S CHILDREN RECEIVE AN EDUCATION
THAT'S SECOND TO NONE.

-8 -

0 ONCE AGAIN, IT'S MY PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO THE

WHITE House. Now, I WILL SIGN THE PROCLAMATION
DESIGNATING THIS NATIONAL PARENTS AND TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION WEEK.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

foice of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release _ February 21, 1991

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDEﬁT
AT THE NATIONAL PTA WEEK PROCLAMATION SIGNING CEREMONY

The Roosevelt Room

l:16 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the White House. And may I
thank Congressman Kildee for being with us. Of course, single out
for special recognition Ann Lynch, the President of the National PTA.
And, of course, Ted Sanders who is our Under Secretary at Education,
and who really is a man of commitment and has done an outstanding job
all across the board for education. ' '

Il want to welcome Mr. Stair, the President -of
ServiceMaster, this year's -- right here -- this year's sponsor of
the National Parents and Teachers Association Week. And we are
grateful to you, sir. ’

And a special welcome to the teachers and the parents,
and, of course, the students -- you're outnumbered, but you're here
-- (laughter) =-- from communities in and around our Washington area,
representing the many millions who, together, make up the real
strength of the PTA.

. And I want to begin today by sharing with you the results
of a recent poll of the nation's fourth graders. These days we all"
live by instant polling. And this one I know you will find
fascinating. They were asked to pick a hero from the following list:
Bart Simpson, George Bush, Paula Abdul, Bo Jackson, or E, none of the
above. And they did not pick A, C, or D -- or sad to say, -B.
(Laughter.) The winners were write-in candidates. "Children picked
parents as their heroes =-- by a landslide. And teachers were the
runners-up -- right in there very, very close. And Bo Jackson was
third -- (laughter) =-- and they didn't dare give me the rest of the
results. (Laughter.) :

: But the fact of the matter is that parents are our
children's first teachers. And I guess Barbara, in her reading to
kids, exemplifies this pretty darn well -- now it's grandkids for us.
But it's more than a matter of helping our kids do their homework,
teaching them how to read, or showing them through our own interests
that learning is a lifelong pursuit. Our kids look to us for the
moral values that guide and shape our lives. ' ,

And we know children look to us =-- and .it's up to us to
give our kids something to look up to. Ann Lynch is right on the
mark when she says that "the difference between a good school and a
great school is the parents." :

And those of us in government -- at the federal level and
in the statehouses, and right down to the local school boards =-- have
a responsibility to ensure that parents are at the center of
educational reform.

Together, let's work to meet a common challenge -- let's
find a way to help children who lack the advantages that come from a
loving home and caring parents.

I am convinced that our efforts to impréve our schools
are at a critical turning point now. We here in the White House are
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committed to these natlonal education goals. We've forged a real,
working partnership with the nation's governors -- and it is real,
it's not just on paper. And we know real progress comes one school
and one student at a time. And that's why we see the PTA as a key
partner in making certain that America's chlldren receive an
education that's second to none.

And once again, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to
the White House.. And now I will sign the proclamation designating
this National Parents and Teachers Association Week. And Congressman
Kildee, if you'd join us here, too, sir, it would make it extra
special.

(The proclamation is signed.)

THE PRESIDENT: And the deed is done. (Applause.)

Q Mr. President, does Saddam's no-surrender statement
" mean there's no hope of avoiding a ground war?

THE PRESIDENT: He should have spent more time in the PTA
-- (laughter) ---

END 1:21 P.M. EST



