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HANUKKAH CEREMCNY \ ROOM 450
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990 \ 11:30 A.M.

THANK You, RABBIS, FOR THE GIFT OF THIS LOVELY
MENORAH. AND IT'S WONDERFUL TO SEE THAT THE STUDENTS
OF GESHER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL COULD JOIN US TODAY TO SING
FOR US. BARBARA AND I -- AS WELL AS THE VICE PRESIDENT
AND MRs. QUAYLE -- WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME EVERYONE TO
THE WHITE HOUSE FOR THE SECOND YEAR OF OUR WHITE Houske
HANUKKAH CELEBRATIONS.

-2 .

HANUKKAH IS A HOLIDAY OF HOPE, FOR IT SHOWS US THE
GLORY OF GOD IN OUR OWN LIVES AND THE POWER OF MIRACLES
IN THE WORLD. LAST YEAR AT THIS CEREMONY, WE SPOKE OF
OUR EFFORTS TO HELP VLADIMIR RAxz [RY-EEZ] AND OTHER
BRAVE REFUSENIKS LEAVE THE SOVIET UNION. BY PASSOVER,
HE WAS A FREE MAN.

BUT THE STORY DOESN'T STOP THERE -- IN ADDITION TO
Zev RAIZ, MORE THAN 150,000 SOVIET JEWS EMIGRATED THIS
YEAR, TO NEW HOMES AND NEW LIVES OF LIBERTY AND
DIGNITY.



-3 - 1
IN FACT, I UNDERSTAND TWO CHILDREN WITH US TODAY
FROM THE GESHER JEWISH DAy ScHooL, Lipia [LID-Jal
SHESTOPALOVA [SHESS-TOE-PA-LOW-VA] AND ALEX VEYTSMAN
[VITES-MAN] HAVE RECENTLY ARRIVED FROM THE SOVIET
UNION. AS WE WELCOME YOU TO THIS COUNTRY, WE CONTINUE
TO PRAY FOR ALL THOSE STILL SEEKING FREEDOM.

-4 -

THE ANCIENT STORY OF THE FIRST HANUKKAH IS ONE OF
VICTORY OVER PERSECUTION, AGGRESSION, AND INTOLERANCE
-~ BUT THE STRUGGLE HAS CONTINUED FOR YOUR PEOPLE
THROUGH THE CENTURIES. IN FACT, THE FIRST WAVE OF
JEWISH IMMIGRANTS CAME TO THIS COUNTRY -- AS EARLY AS
1654 -- TO LIVE A LIFE FREE FROM INTOLERANCE AND
PERSECUTION.



- 5.

TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO, GEORGE WASHINGTON WROTE A
LETTER TO A JEWISH CONGREGATION IN NEWPORT, RHODE
ISLAND, IN WHICH HE SAID THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
WOULD GIVE "TO BIGOTRY NO SANCTION, TO PERSECUTION NO
ASSISTANCE." IN THIS NEW COUNTRY, WASHINGTON SAID,
"EVERY ONE SHALL SIT IN SAFETY UNDER HIS OWN VINE AND
FIG TREE, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE TO MAKE HIM AFRAID."

THESE WORDS EMBODY THE AMERICAN IDEAL OF FREEDOM OF
WORSHIP, AN IDEAL THAT WE REAFFIRM HERE TODAY AND THAT
WE PASS ON TO THE GENERATIONS TO FOLLOW US.

-6 -

I UNDERSTAND THESE CHILDREN ARE READY TO SING FOR
US, AND I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO IT. ONE WORD OF
WARNING: I WAS PRETTY GOOD LAST YEAR WITH THE
DREYDEL -- PURELY BEGINNER'S LUCK. THIS YEAR, HOWEVER,
I'VE BEEN PRACTICING.

SO LET'S HEAR A FEW SONGS AND THEN, I'LL TAKE ON
ALL COMERS. // AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR COMING TO THE
WHITE HOUSE, AND THANKS TO THE GESHER JEWISH DAY ScHooL

FOR ENTERTAINING US. HAPPY HANUKKAH TO EVERYONE.
# # #



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Daecember 11, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON (w
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT 7”?
SUBJECT: HANUKKAH CEREMONY

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your review are draft brief remarks for the
White House Hanukkah ceremony in Room 450, to be held Wednesday,
. December 12 at 11:30 a.m. '

I1. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (4 minutes/speechcards) will be followed by
singing with the Gesher school students from Northern Virginia
and a game of draedel with the children. The Vice President and
Mrs. Quayle will be on stage with you. Approximately 200 Jewish
community leaders and White House staff with their children will
attend. _ ’
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Grant/Grossman
December 7, 1990
9 a.m.
A :HANUKKAH
BRIEF REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY
ROOM 450
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990
11:30 A.M.
Thank you, Rabbis, for the gift of this lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House
again this year for our Hanukkah celebration. And it's wonderful
\/\)(,\/\}tSH DA"’] 527
to see that the students of Gesher School could join us today to
sing for us. LTradition is very important to our family, and this
ceremony is ong,tradltlon we've started that I hope to see
/ /
continued for many years at’ ‘the White 5dhsé:l
Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.
Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.
By Passover, he was a free man.
But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two
SJEWISH D 7%7
children with us today from the Gesher School, Lidia [LID-ja] 4
Shestopalova [SHESS-toe-pa-low-va] and Alex Veytsman [VITES-man] {2
have recently arrived from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you P' 3.
to this country, we continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedomn.

X Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And yﬂ/ie lately the‘péXZe and



s,

. over thj¢;9 e of this year. The candles of the

2
stability of all natiofis have been threateneg/ﬁy a lone

aggresser, we are, fthankful nonetheless'fof/the great Strijjifﬁ

toward democra y and liberty taken bsfpeople around the world,

6§i nhorah ettest
to the wgnder of falth and e trlumph of free m, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere :}

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory

over perseeution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle

has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

| Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
Jewish eongregation in Newport, Rhode Island, in which he said
the United States-government would give "to bigotry're sanctibn,
to persecutien'no assistance.”" 1In this new country, he said,
"Every one shall sit in safety under his'own vine and fig tree,

and there shall be none to make him afraid:1~;ﬁ§

<:§55hingtoh's'words embody the American ideal of freedom of

worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.
I understand these children are ready to sing for us, and

I'm looking forward to rt.KE@t let me add this final thought --

. there's an old-Jewish saying: "Thé/;;;asezjgngﬂ;:: f;:gf/fﬂﬂﬁs
children aréfger more prefiggs/izen golg}y Seeing so_ many young,

happy fdces proves those werde trueZ] One word of warning: I was
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3
pretty good last year with the draedel --bpurely beginner's 1luck.
This year, however, I've been practicing.
So let's hear a few songs and then, I'll take on all comers.
Happy Hanukkah to everyoné?ﬁ Again, thank you for coming to
- Jewis+ DAYy
the ite House, and thanks to the Gesher School for entertaining

us \Eft*s~hear*3“f€W”songs&and*ﬁhen,wletwtbewgameswbegiaa;l
¥+ #

7S



Document No.

WHITE HOJ.&%ECSTAFFING MEMORANDUM

12 29: 45
12/11/90 . N
DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY
ROOM 450
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990
11:30 AM gl
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O \/ MCCLURE O ‘/
SUNUNU o O NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT O a/ PORTER o
DARMAN o o ROGICH 0 D/
CARD O m/ UNTERMEYER o O
CICCONI O / ROGERS 0 {
DEMAREST 0 ‘/ PINKERTON - /
FITZWATER O / WINST Ol Lt G AT w::..:': i
GRAY O O O -
HAGIN o 0o - .
HOLIDAY O D/ 0 -
REMARKS:
The attached has been forwarded to the President.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
%\5122 WASHINGTON

A

December 11, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: " CHRISS WINSTON (4
FROM: ' MARY KATE GRANT;73§?_
SUBJECT: HANUKKAH CEREMONY ~

I..SUMMARY
‘Attached for your review are draft brief remarks for the

.'White House Hanukkah ceremony in Room 450, to be held Wednesday,
December 12 at 11:30 a.m. :

II. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (4 minutes/speechcards) will be followed by
singing with the Gesher school students from Northern Virginia
and a game of draedel with the children. = The Vice President and

Mrs. Quayle will be on stage with you. Approximately 200 Jewish -

community leaders and White House staff with their children will
attend. »
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Grant/Grossman
December 7, 1990
9 a.m.
A:HANUKKAH -

BRIEF REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY
. ROOM 450
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990
Thank you, Rabbis, for the gift of this lovely Menorah.

Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House

again this year for our'Hanukkah-celebratioh. And'it's wonderful

" to see that the students of Gesher School could joih us today to

- sing for us. Tradition is very important to our family, and this

ceremony is one tradition we've started that I hope to see
continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a hollday of hope, for it shows us the glory of’

.God 1n our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.‘

Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.
By Passover, he was a free man. |

But the story doesn't stop there -- ih addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and hew lives of .liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two -
children with us'todaf from the éesher School, Lidia [LID-ja]
Shestopalova [SHESS-toe-pa-low-va] and'AleQ Veytsman'[VITES—man]
have recently arrived from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you
to thls country, we contlnue to pray for all those still seeking
freedom. '

Throughout the world, freedom has.been'on the march, most

.especially in Eastern Europe. - And while lately the peace and



2

stability of all nations have been-threatened by a'lone

aggressor, ‘'we are thankful nonetheless for the great strldes

toward democracy and 11berty taken by people around the. world,

over the course of this year. "The candles of. the Menorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the trlumph of freedom, and its flame
should 1nsp1re,people everywheret

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory

_ over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle

has continued for your people.through the centuries. In fact, the

' first wave of Jewish -immigrants came to this country -- as early

as 1654 -- to live a‘Iife free from intolerance and. persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a

- Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhode Island, in which he said
'the‘United States government would give "to bigotr&nno.sanction,n

to persecution no assistance." In this new country, he said,

"Every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig_tree,_
and there shall be none to make him afrald "
Washlngton's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal tnat we reafflrm:here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow»us. '

I understand'these children are ready to sing for us; and

I'm looking forward to it. But let me add this‘final thought ---

there's an old Jewish saying;."The pleasures we'get from )

children are -far more precious than gold." Seeing so many YOung,

happy faces proves those words true. One word-of warning: I was



e e

3
pretty good last yeaf with the draedel --Apurely beginner's luék;
This yeér, however, I've been practicing.: |
.fso let's hear a few songs and then, I'll takevon all comers.
‘Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coﬁing to
the White House, and thanks to the Gesher Schodl for entertaining'
us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games_begin.'» |

# ##



Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
S0DECI2 a9: 55

: 12/11/90 10:00AM
DATE: 12/10/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ===

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE ({ a
SUNUNU a O NEWMAN O a
SCOWCROFT |{ O PORTER [/ O
DARMAN [{ | ROGICH [{ a
CARD O { UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI , ] [/ ROGERS O M
DEMAREST -——% o O WINSTON a o
| FITZWATER O { PINKERTON { 0
GRAY a a a a
HAGIN a a a a
HOLIDAY t/ ad a a
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 11, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.

L

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
- and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



Grant/Grossman‘

| - December 7, 1990'
SODEC 10 PWlZ 19 ' : 9 a.m.
| A:HANUKKAH

. BRIEF REMARKS HANUKKAH CEREHONY
ROOM 450
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990
11:30 A.M.

((Acknowledgements))

Thank you, Rabb1 [name] for the glft of this lovely Menorah.

Barbara and I would 11ke to welcome everyone to the White House,

-[especxally the Synagogue Counc1l of Amerlca],_agaln this’ year

for our Hanukkah celebration.- Tradltlon is very 1mportant to our
family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've started that I
hope to see contlnued for many years at the Whlte House.

Hanukkah is a hol1day of hope, for it shows us the glory of -

‘God in our own lives and the power of mlracles 1n the world.

Last year ‘at this- ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladlmlr Raiz and other brave refusenlks leave the Sov1et Unlon.
By Passover, he was a free man. -

‘But the story doesn't stop there -- 'in addition to Zev Raiz,

~more than 150 000 Sov1et Jews emigrated thlS year, to new homes

‘and new lives of liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two

children with us today from the [school] have recently arrived

from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this country, we

‘also thank God for delivering thousands of Jews from repression

this year -- and we continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedon.
Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and

s
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stability of all nations have been threatened—by,a lone

'-aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for.the great strides

toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,
over the course of thle year. The candles of the Menorah attest
to the ﬁonderiof faith'and the triumph of freedom, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere.

_ The ancient story of the flrst Hanukkah is one of v1ctory
over persecutlon, aggreSSLOn, -and 1ntolerance -- but the struggle
has contlnued for your people through the centuries. In fact the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 —-- to iive a life free from intolerance and persecutioh.

- Two hundred years ago, George Washlngton wrote a letter to a

.Jew1sh congregatlon 1n Newport, Rhode Island in whlch he gave "to

"bigotry no sanctlon, to persecutlon no assistance.™ In this new

country, he said, "Every one shall sit in safety'under‘his.own

viue-and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid."

.~ Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of

worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us. A
I understand these children are ready to sing for us, so I .

dcnft want to hold up the show. But let me add this final

‘thought-—- there's an old Jewish saylng' "The pleasures we get
. from children are far more prec1ous than gold." Seeing so many

young, happy faces proves those words true. One word of warning:

I was pretty good last.year'with the draedel -- purely beginner's

. luck. This year, however, I've been practicing.



3
Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank yqﬁ for coming to -

the White House, and thanks to the [name of school] for

- ‘entertaining us. ‘Let's hear a'few‘songs and then, let the games

begin;
| P
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

: 12/11/90 10:00AM
DATE:__12/10/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: —

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MccLure /" lv ({ O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT L/ 0 PORTER /||~ c/ 0
DARMAN  ~/C 7 = ROGICH  w]c. « o
CARD 0 { UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI 0 Lr/ ROGERS O '
DEMAREST t!/ O WINSTON O l!r/
FITZWATER O !/ PINKERTON N'/c/ { R =
GRAY O 0 O O
HAGIN O O O O
HOLIDAY /(- (/ O O m)

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments- directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

X2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 11, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

0C 14 6 10006

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
- and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Grant/Grossman
December 7, 1990

SOCEC 10 P2 19 9 a.m.
A:HANUKKAH
BRIEF REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY
ROOM 450

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990
11:30 A.M.

( (Acknowledgements))
Thank you, RabbiS[phh@ﬁ for the gift of this lovely Menorah.

Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House,

;

]

/ |
(especially the Synagogue Council of America], again this’xear o/ f
| coutl

CmdLiﬂdﬁdv%ai;%5¢£¢£~fﬁu§*A4h&élf‘GﬁkUUQCAM
for our Hanukkah celebration?g Tradition is very important to our

family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've started that I
hope to see continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.

Last yeaf at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.
By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two

_ _ GeshurSchol, LA a CLID- 0 ]
children with us today from the fsecheol] have recently arr1v§d
from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this countryftw%:mmg
af?gjﬁﬁaﬂk*a§§’f6f”aéIivériﬁ@”fﬁﬁﬁsandé‘bfmsewsrfggm?repfggg#gﬁ—
thiS%yeagjxavan?}we—cggg;;ue~tempraywionmall those still seéking

freedom.
Throughout the world, freedom has been on the mareﬁ, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and

< " =1
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stability of all nations have been threatened by a lone
aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,
over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere.

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a

. Soud He Unired J1eTo

Jew1sh congregation in Newport, Rhode Island/ln which he ,gave "to jl;tg
"blgotry no sanction, to persecutlon no assistance.™ In this new ?;fﬁi
country, he said, "Every one shall sit in safety under his own
vine and fig treg/and there shall be none to make him afraid."”
Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

aud .
I understand these children are ready to sing for us, se I W,

’OC/ Cbu YN W eNCN *'c J(
égnt

don't +to hold up—the show: But let me add this final
thought -- there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get
from children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many

young, happy faces proves those words true. One word of warning:
I was pretty good last year with the draedel -- purely beginner's

luck. This year, however, I've been practicing.

uSD /6"{(; iUOﬂ o ;!');(.—(,4.4) \{MSO b+~ klféf(/r\ ﬂ // /ﬂ‘ék

g‘/;
n al 1 ( Iy Lo
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Happy. Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thanﬁ you for coming to
the White Hoﬁse, and thanké to the [name of school] for

entertaining us. Let's hear a few soan and then,‘let the games

beQin.
# ¥ #



December 11, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT /.

RE: COMMENTS ON THE H KKAH CEREMONY
Bobbie Kilberg gave me her comments on the remarks:

Page 1, paragraph 1, line 1: Should read, "Thank you, Rabbis,

for the gift ..." (She doesn't want to single out any one Rabbi

for thanks.) Bobbie would like the second sentence to read, "And
it's good to see that the students of the Gesher school could

join us today to sing for us." Third sentence: rbara and I = /%
= as well as e c an rs. -- would like to
welcome everyone to the White House for the second year of o

White House Hanukka celebrations." gRest of the paragraph stands.

Paragraph 3, line 4: The names of the two kids from the Gesher
school who are Soviet emigres are: Lidia [LID-ja] Shestopalova
[SHESS-toe-pa-low-va] and Alex Veytsman [VITES-man].

Page 2, last paragraph, line 1: Should read: "I understand these
children are ready to sing for us, and I'm looking forward to
it." Bobbie thought we shouldn't call it a "show."

Page 3, last line: Should read: "Let's hear a few songs and
then, I'm happy to take on all comers."” (or something close to
that -- she just didn't like "let the games begin.") Also FYI:
the draedel that the President will spin has been weighted by the
children so that he will win every time.

Jennifer Grossman also has a few comments from fact-checking:

Page 2, second full paragraph, line 1: 1In this letter, George
Washington assured the Jews that the U.S. Government would give
"to bigotry no sanction ..." He was not just speaking for
himself. Also, in the second quote by Washington in the same
paragraph, put a comma after the fig tree.
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Grant/Grossman
December 7, 1990
9 a.m.
A :HANUKKAH
BRIEF REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY
ROOM 450
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1990
11:30 A.M.

Thank you, Rabbis, for the gift of this lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House
again this year for our Hanukkah celebration. And it's wonderful
to see that the students of Gesher School could join us today to

sing for us. Tradition is very important to our family, and this

ceremony is one tradition we've started that I hope to see

"continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it showsvus-thg glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.

Last Year at this ceremény, we spoké of. our efforts‘to'help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Uﬁion.
By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there - in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigratéd this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. 1In fact, I understand two -
children with us today from the Gesher School, Lidia [LID-ja]
Shestbpalova [SHESS-toe-pa-low-va] and Alex Veytsman [VITES-man]
have recently arrived from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you
to this country, we continue to pray for‘alllthose still seeking
freedomn.

Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and
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stability of.alilnations have been threatened by a lone
aggréssor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,
over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere.

The ancient story'of the first Hanukkah is one of victory .
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
Jewish ¢ongregation in Newport, Rhode Island, in which he éaid
the United Statés government would give '"to bigotry ﬁo sanction,
to pérsecution no assistance." 1In this new country, he séid,'
"Every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree,
and there shall be none to make him afraid."

Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an iaeal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us. |

I understand these children are ready to sing for us, and
I'm loocking forward to it. But let me add this final thought --

there's an old Jewish saying:‘"The pleasures we get from
children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many young,

happy faces proves those words true. One word of warning: I was
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pretty good last year with the draedel --'purely beginner's luck.
This year, however, I've been practicing.
So let's hear a few songé and then, I'll take on all comers.
Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to
the White House, and thanks to the Gesher School for entertaining‘;
us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games begin.

f ##
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Thank you, Rabb%iéiyr the gift of this lovely Menorah. (7
Barbara and I would 1li to welcome everyone to the White Hous§z§
again this year for our Hanukkah celebration. And it's wonderful

hY

to see that the students of Geshef School could joiqélus today to
o =

sing for us. Tradition is very important to our family, and this
ceremony is one tradition we've started that I hope to see
continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.
Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.
By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. 1In fact, I understand two
children with us today from the Gesher School, Lid&a [LID-ja] /%
rsﬁéstopalova [SHESS-toe-pa-low-va] and Alex Veytsman [VITES-man]jff
have recently arrived from the Soviet Union. As we welcome youL:
to this country, we continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedom.

Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and



2
stability of all nations have been threatened by a lone
aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,

over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah atte§g 3

< ~

to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its fiame‘ S
should inspire people everywhere. <\_,L/)

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country =-- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhode Island, in which he said
the United States government would give '"to bigotry no sanction,
to persecution no assistance." In this new country, he said,
"Every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree,
and there shall be none to make him afraid."
Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

I understand these children are ready to sing for us, and
I'm looking forward to it. But let me add this final thought --
there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get from
children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many young,

happy faces proves those words true. One word of warning: I was
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pretty good last year with the draedel -- purely beginner's luck.

This year, however, I've been practicing.

[ So let's hear a few songs and then, I'll take on all comers.
g Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to
the White House, and thanks to the Gesher School for entertaining

us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games begin.
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We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. We approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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to my office. Thank you. :

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
* and Deputy to the Chief of Staff .
- Ext. 2702
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Thank you, Rabbi [name] for the gift of thls lovely Menorah.
'Barbara .and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House,
[especlally the Synagogue COUDCll of Americal], agaln thls year
for our Hanukkah celebration. Tradition is very 1mportant to our
family, and this ceremony ie-one tradiﬁlon we've started that I
hope to see continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah 1s a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles’ in the world.

Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforFS'to help -
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refueeniks leave the Soviet Uhion. )
By Passover;;he was a~freeAman.

But the etory doesn't etob rhere -- in addition to Zev Rai;,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. 1In fact, I understand two
children with us today from the [school] have recently arrived
from the-Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this country, we
‘also thank God for deliverlng thousands of Jews from repression
this year -- and we continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedom. |

Throughout the world, freedom has beeh on'the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and
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stability of all nations have been threatened by a lone
aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,
over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere.

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country =-- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
Jewish congregaﬁion in Newport, Rhode Island in wﬁich he gave "to
"bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance.™ In this new
country, he said, "Every one shall sit in safety under his own
vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid."”
Wwashington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

I understand these children are ready to sing for us, so I
don't want to hold up the show. But let me add this final
thought -- there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get
from children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many
young, happy faces proves those worgs true.ﬁ One word of warning:

| DAAY -d
I was pretty good last year with the draedel -- purely beginner's

luck. This year, however, I've been practicing.



Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to

the White House, and thanks to the [name of school] for

-entertaining us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games

' #FF
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Thank you, Rabbis [frame] for the gift of this lovely Menorah.

= i

———————— e ———————— R
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Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House,

agogue” i , again-this-year
Df \!uhl. i
for ourﬁHanukkah celebration{ Tradition is very important to our
Wiy

family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've started that I

hope to see continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.
Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.
By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two
children with us today from the [school] have recently arrived
from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this country, we
also thank God for delivering thousands of Jews from repression
this year -- and we continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedom.

Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and
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stabllity of all nations have been threatened by a lone
aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,
over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere.

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhode Island in which hs gave "to
bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance." In this new
country, he said, "Every one shall sit in safety under his own
vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid."
Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

I understand these children are ready to sing for us, so—I gﬁ“*“io\

o . But let me add this final
thought -- there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get
from children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many
young, happy faces proves those words true. One word of warning:
I was pretty good last year with the draedel -- purely beginner's

luck. This year, however, I've been practicing.



Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to

the White House, and thanks to the [Gesher] school for

entertaining us. Let's hear a few songs and then, letQSEEEgames
m\‘ ; o
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VICE PRESIDENT a MCCLURE M a
SUNUNU ad a NEWMAN a a
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REMARKS: -

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

X2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 11, with a corv
to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
NO COMMENTS. THANKS.

HOLLY WILLIAMSON
12-11-90 ’

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
- and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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DATE: 12/10/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORAN
30 0CTI0 PI2:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HANUKKAH CEREMONY

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE !{ |
SUNUNU a O NEWMAN O a
SCOWCROM O PORTER [/ O
DARMAN [J O ROGICH { a
CARD a { UNTERMEYER O a
CICCONI 0 [/ ‘ROGERS | M
-DEMAREST J O WINSTON 0 [{
FITZWA‘_I'ER O Q/ PINKERTON / O
GRAY a a O O
HAGIN 0 0O 0 0O
HOLIDAY [/ O 0O 0O
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 11, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: December 11, 1990

David Welch clears for Richard Haass on Presidential remarks for Hanukkah
Ceremony with changes as indicated.

s
7~

/Q;a‘aﬂfCo
Brentﬁgcowcroft

<c ! JamesW. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
* and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thank you, -Rabbi [name] for the: glft of thls lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House,
[espec1a11y the Synagogue Counc11 of Amerlca], again this year
for our Hanukkah celebratlon. Tradition is very important to our
family, and this ceremony is one tradltlon we've started that I
hope to see continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a hollday of hope, for 1t shows us the glory of

. God in our own 11ves and the power of mlracles in the world.

Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our_efforts to help

. Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.

By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150 000 Soviet Jews emlgrated thls year, to new homes
and new lives of 11berty and dignity. In fact, I understand two.

children with-us_today from the [school] have recently arrived

from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this.countryE%we—
' , ' : : _ : J® _

Q&ﬁﬁryear—-=_aﬁfxne continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedom. ' o - - ' ‘ ‘
Throughout the World, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and

.



.Stablllty of aii nations have been threatened by a’lone

aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world
over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah attest'
to the wonder of falth and the triumph of freedom, and 1ts flame
should inspire people everywhere.

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of-victory

over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle

. has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the

first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.
Two hundred years ago,‘George Washington wrote a letter to a’

Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhode Island in which.he gave "to

'bigotry no sanctlon, to persecution no a551stance. . In this new

country, he said, "Every one shall sit in safety under his own
vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid."
Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom.of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

I understand these chlldren are ready to 51ng for us, so I
don't want to hold up the show. But 1et me add this final

thought -- there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get

from children are far more precious than-gold.“ Seeing SO many

young, happy faces proves those words ‘true. One word of warning:

I was pretty good last year with the draedel -- purely beginner s

-luck. Thls year, however, I've been practicing.
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Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to
the White House, and thanks to the [name of school] for ‘

entertaining us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games

begin.

###
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RESPONSE:

g2 :1iv 0110006

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
- and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thank you, Rabb1 [name] for the glft of this lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would llke to welcome everyone to the White House,
[espec1a11y the Synagogue Counc11 of Americal, ga1n this year
for our Hanukkah celebratlon. Tradltlon is very 1mportant to .our

family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've started that I

" hope to see continued for many yearsuat the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of ho'pe, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of mlracles in the world..

Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help

.V1ad1m1r Raiz and other brave refusenlks leave the Sov1et Unlon.

By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addltlon to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated thls year, to new_homes
and new i1ives of liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two
ch11dren w1th us today from the [school] have recently arrlved

from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to thls country, we

"also thank God for dellverlng thousands of Jews from repre551on

this year -=- and wve contlnue to pray for all'those still seeking

freedom.
Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and

s
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stability of all nations have been threatened'by a lone
aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democracy and liberty taken by people around the world,
over the course of this year. The candles of the Menorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its flame
should inspire people everywhere.

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance =-- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the
first wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhodé Island:@n wﬁich he gave "to
‘bigotry no sanction, to peréecution no assistance."™ In this new
country, he said, "Every one shall sit in safety under his own
vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid.”
Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

I understand these children are ready to sing for us, so I
don't want to hold up the show. But let me add this final
thought -- there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get
from children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many
young, happy faces proves those words true. One word of warning:
I was pretty géod last year with the draedel -- purely beginner's

luck. This year, however, I've been practicing.
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Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to

" the White House, and thanks to the fname of school] for

entertaining us. ‘Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games
begin.

T E#
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
X2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 11, with a c Py
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RESPONSE: </ /’
\ , s
N __—

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
- and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thank you, Rabbi [name] for the gift of this lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the Whlte House,
[especxally the Synagogue Councll of Amerlca], agaln -this year

for our Hanukkah celebration. Tradition is very important to our

family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've started that I

" hope to see continued for many years. at the White House.

Hanukkah is a hollday of hope, for it shows us the glory- of

God in our own llves and the power of miracles in the world.

Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help

Vvliadimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.

By Passover, he was a free: man.

.But the story doesn't stop there —- in addition to Zev Ralz;
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emlgrated this year, to new homes
and new lives.of liberty and dignity. ln fact, I understand two
children ﬁith us today from the [school] have recently arrived

from the Soviet Unlon. As we welcome you to this country, we

"also thank God for dellverlng thousands of Jews from repression

this year -- and we continue to pray for all<those still seeking
freedom. | -
Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially'in'Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and

e
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tablllty of all natlons have been. threatened by a lone
aggressor, we are thankful nonetheless for the great strldes
toward democracy and llberty taken by people around the world

over the course of this year. ‘The candles of the Menorah attest

' to the wonder of faith and the triumph of freedom, and its flame.

should inspire people everywhere.
The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance -- but the struggle

has continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the

‘first wave of Jewish immigrants. came to this country -- as early ‘

as 1654 -- to 11ve a life free from intolerance and persecution.
Two hundred years ago, George Washlngton wrote a letter to a

Jew1sh congregatlon in Newport, Rhode Island in whlch he gave "to

"bigotry no sanctlon,.to persecutlon no assistance." In this new

country, he said, "Every'one shall sit in safety under his own

vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him,afraid."
Washington's words eéembody the American-ideal,of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and thatiwe pass on
to the generations to follow us. | »

I understand these childreh are ready to sing for us, so I
don't want to hold up the show. But let me add this final

thought -- there's an old Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get

.from children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many

young, happy faces proves those words true One word of warning:

I was pretty .good last year with the draedel -- purely beglnner s

. luck. This year, however, I've been practlclng.
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Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to
the White House, and thanks to the [néme of school] for

. entertaining us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games

begin.
###
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Thank you, Rabbi [name] for the gift of this lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House,
[especially the Synagogue Council of America], again this year
for our Hanukkah celebration. Tradition is very important to our
family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've started that I
hope to see continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of
God in our own lives and the power of miracles in the world.
Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of ouf efforts.to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Soviet Union.
By Passover, he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,
more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes
and new lives of liberty and dignity. In fact, I understand two
children with us today from the [school] have recently arrived
from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this country, we
also thank God for delivering thousands of Jews from repression
this year -- and we continue to pray for all those still seeking
freedom.

Throughout the world, freedom has been on the march, most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and
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stability'of'all nations have been threatehed by a lone
--aggressor, we are-thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward democraoy‘and'liberty‘taken by people around the world,-
over the course of this year. The candles of the Mehorah attest
to the wonder of faith and the triumph'of freedom, and its flame
should inspire'people everywhere._ |

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of v1ctory
over persecutlon, aggre551on, and - 1ntolerance -- but the struggle
has continued for your people through the centurles. In fact, the
flrst wave of Jew1sh 1mm1grants came to this country -- as early
as 1654 - to live a life free from 1ntolerance and persecutlon.

Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter to a
’ JeW1sh congregation in Newport, Rhode Island in which he gave “to

;higotry no sanction, to persecution no assistaheetf_.In this new

country, he sa1d "Every one shall sit in safety under‘his own
vine and fig tree and’ there shall be none to make him afraid."
Washington's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm_here today and -that we pass on
to the denerations to foliow us. |

I understand these children are ready to sing for_us, so I
'don't want to hold up the show. But let me add this final
,thought - there's-an 0ld Jewish saying: "The pleasures we get
-"from childreh are far more precious than gold." Seeing so uany
_young; happy faces proves those words true.- One word of warning:
I was pretty:good last year with the draedel -- purely beginner's

luck. This year, however, I've been practicing.
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Happy Hanukkah to évefybne. " Again, thank yoﬁ for coming to
-the _W_hite House, and thanks to the [name of school] for
enteftaining us. Let's hear a few soﬁgs and then, let the games
-begin.
# # #
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Thank you, Rabbi [name] for the gift of this lovely Menorah.
Barbara and I would like to welcome everyone to the White House,
[especially the Synagogue Council of America), again this year -

for our Hanukkah celebration. Tradition is very iﬁportant to our

family, and this ceremony is one tradition we've startéd that I

~hope to see continued for many years at the White House.

Hanukkah is a holiday of hope, for it shows us the glory of

God in our own lives and the power ofimiraclés in the world.

Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our efforts to help
Vladimir Raiz and other brave refuseniks leave the Sovie# Union.
By Passdver; he was a free man.

But the story doesn't stop there -- in addition to Zev Raiz,

‘more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year, to new homes

and new lives of liberty and dignity. 1In fact, I understand two

"children with us today from the [school] have recently arrived

from the Soviet Union. As we welcome you to this country,IWe
also thank God for delivering thousands'of Jeﬁs}from repression
this year =-- and wé continue to pfay for all those still seeking
freedom. |
Throﬁghout»the world, freedom has begn on the march,.most

especially in Eastern Europe. And while lately the peace and
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"stability of all nations have been-threatenedxty-a 1one'
:aggressor[ we are thankful nonetheless for the great strides
toward»democracy'and liberty taken by people around the world,t
over the course of this year. The candies of the Menorah attest
to the wonder ef;faith and the triumph of freedom, and its‘flame.
should inspire peoéle everywhere.

The ancient story of the first_Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression, and intolerance == but the'struggle:
has continued for your'people through the centuries. In fact, the
~first:wave of Jewish immigrahte came to this country --'ae early
as 1654 -- to live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

| Two hundred years ago,'George Waehington wrote a letter to a
~Jewisﬁ congregation in ﬁewport Rhode Island in which he gave "to
bigotry no sanctlon, to persecutlon no a551stance. In this new
country,:he said, "Every one shall 51t in safety under his own
vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid."

' Washlngton's words embody the American ideal of freedom of
worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here today and that ‘we pass on
to the generations to follow us.

-i Undefstand tﬁese children are ready to sihg for us, so I
ded't went to ‘hold up the shoﬁ.f But let me add:this final
. thought -- there's.an old Jewish saying: "The pleesures we get
from children are far more precious than gold." Seeing so many
young, heppylfaees proves those words true. One werd of wafning'
I was pretty good last year with the draedel -— purely beginner's

luck. This year, however, I've been pract1c1ng.
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Happy Hanukkah to everyone. Again, thank you for coming to

the White House, and.thanks to the [name'of school] for

_ entertaining us. Let's hear a few songs and then, let the games

begin.
# # #
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Rabbis, for those lovely words
and for the gift of this lovely Menorah. It's wonderful to see the
students -- the Gesher Jewish Day School. 1I'm so glad you could join
us all here today to sing. :

You haven't sung yet, have you? (Laughter.) oh, ‘good,
because I didn't want to miss that.

Let me say that Barbara and I and Marilyn and Dan Quayle
want to just welcome everybody here to the White House, for the
.second year of these Hanukkah celebrations. It's a holiday of hope,
for it shows us the glory of God in our own lives and the power of
miracles in the world. Last year at this ceremony, we spoke of our
efforts to help Vladimir Raiz and other brave Refuseniks -- help them
leave the Soviet Union. By Passover, Vladimir was a free man.

But the story really doesn't stop there. In addition to
Zev Rais, more than 150,000 Soviet Jews emigrated this year to new
homes, new lives of liberty and dignity.

In fact, I am told that one kid, one child with us today
from the Gesher Jewish Day School, Lidia Shestopalova -- where's
Lidia? Here she is, right there. Now, Lidia, if that's -- oh, I'm
so glad you're here. But she recently arrived from the Soviet Union.
And so we welcome you to this country and we continue to pray for all
those who are seeking freedom. Thank you Lidia. Now, sit down and
be relaxed here. We're so glad you're here. And you're so
beautiful. (Applause.) '

The ancient story of the first Hanukkah is one of victory
over persecution, aggression and intolerance. But the struggle has
- continued for your people through the centuries. In fact, the first
wave of Jewish immigrants came to this country as early as 1654 to
live a life free from intolerance and persecution.

.. ..Two hundred years ago, George Washington wrote a letter
to a Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhode Island in which he said,
the United States government would give "to bigotry no sanction, to

persecution no assistance." 1In this new country, Washington said,
"Everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree and
there shall be none to make him afraid." These words embody the

American ideal of freedom of worship, an ideal that we reaffirm here
today and that we pass on to the generations that follow us.

I understand that these kids =-- I guess you're next --
are going to sing for us. I'm looking forward to it. I know Barbara
is, and I know Marilyn and I know Dan are as well. I was pretty good
last year at this game, Dreydel. Some said it was beginner's 1luck,
but I'm ready for that. Also, I'm relying heavily on my partner here
to prevail. (Laughter.) He's a pro in this. So why don't we just
have a few songs and then we'll have a little match here.

-
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But the main thing is, thank you for coming. Thank you

for coming here to the White House at this very special time of year.
And thank you, Rabbis, for your inspirational words, your prayers,
and being with us here today, too. And Happy Hanukkah to everyone.

Now, let the show begin. (Applause.)

END 11:48 A.M. EST



