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Please provide any comments/recommendations to the Speechwriters
Office by 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, 11/24, with a copy to my office.
Thanks/ ,

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
] Assistant to the President
- and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AﬁERICAN-MBXICAN CEC BREAKFAST
Tuesday, November 27, 1990
Monterrary, Mexico
Thank you for that warm welcome. I'm glad to be here, among
friends who understand the very special bond our two countries
share. \\ You know, there! s something else we share, too: a trad-
ition where people turn their backs on work, close their eyes and
go to sleep. You call it a "siesta;" We call it "Congress." W\
I've always felt a kinship with Mexico -- I spent so much of
my life just over the border, in Texas. But I tell you, coming
here now feels different. There's a kind of excitement in this
country today -- and it's made up of pride in your very real
accomplishments -- confidence in your strength -- and optimism
that says: "bring on the future, we're ready, we can't wait." \\\
wé wvant to share that future with you. As we share so much
already. Together, we've imprqved opportunities for bilateral

trade and investment -- spurred by our agreements in 1986, 87 and

89. As a result, trade between our nations is expected to swell
to an all-time high of $60 billion this year. \\ Mexico is our

third largest trading partner and third largest export market: as
a matter of fact, trade between our countries has risen by 75%
since the first of those agreements was signed four years ago.

U.S. businesses have invested over $5.5 billion in Mexico; and it

'_ has invested over $1 billion in our country. \\

And this is going to increase. I am delighted to have this

opportunity to meet with you -- the leaders of our nations' busi-



ness worlds -- to state my absolute and unequivocal commitment to
the Federal Trade Agreement. \\\ This precedent-setting,
bilateral compact is a tremendously exciting proposition that
will be good for all our peoples. It will bring a dynamic new
future of prosperity for our countries. What could be a ﬁore

powerful idea than a two-nation committment to creating jobs and
business opportunities by involving the private sector? \\\
There is one aboslutely crucial element for the FTA's

success. And that is you. You can play a majof role in making

this work. \\ You can play a major role in our nations!

economic futures. For the FTA to succeed, we must build a

coaiition of cooperation that will bridge our borders. W\

The FTA has my full committment -- and that of the Mexican
government. Now we need the same from you. We need the top
businessmen from both countries to show their unconditional
enthusiasq for this venture. And we need to hear your voices of
éupport in the halls of Congress, too. \\ The FTA matters deeply
to the U.8. I pledge to do all I can to make it a dramatic
success. And I do so trusting that all of you will be behind me.

Abraham Lincoln left legacies of powerful words which have
been adopted and admired by both our countries. Something he said
struck me as relevant to the work we are beginning -- together

-- today. This great man of the people said: "Towering genius

disdains a beaten path. It seeks regions hitherto unexplored.\\

We're looking toward the FTA to lead us -- all of us —- as
we venture together into more unexplored regions of economic

creativity. Thank you, good luck, and God Bless our countries.
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