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McGroarty/Dooley
November 15, 1990
6:15 pm

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990
12:20 P.M.

President Havel. Chairman Dubcek. [[Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Slovak Republics.]] Members of the Assembly -- and the
peoples of Czechoslovakia. // It is an honor for me -- the
first American President ever to visit your country -- to bring
you the greetings of the American people on this, the first
anniversary of Czechoslovakia's return to freedom. //

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of this city,
the people of Prague gathered, first by twos and threes, then by
thousands. 1In the night air, an autumn chill -- in their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past. // The Velvet
Revolution had begun. //

That revolution succeeded without a single shot. Your
weapons proved far superior to any in the State's arsenal. In
the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.

Against a wall of lies -~- you advanced // the truth. oOut of a

thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. //

Your revolution was also a renewal -- a renewal of the
deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles
enshrined in your Declaration of Independence -- issued in the

United states in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
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your first President, and Milan Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-fah-
neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired by the ringing
words of our own Thomas Jefferson, more than two centuries ago.

Generations of Americans, Czechs and Slovaks sustained these
common bonds. In the battle to defeat Nazi tyranny, America
stood with the courageous Czech and Slovak partisans, fighting
for freedom. Through the long dark decades after 1948, we --
like you -- refused to accept Europe's division. Through Radio
Free Europe and the Voice of America, we held aloft the ideal of
truth -- we spoke a common language of hope. [/

At long last, the grip of the dictators weakened.
Czechoslovakia seized its chance to rise up -- to reclaim your
rights as a free people and sovereign nation. //

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the

fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West -- stands

at the threshold of a new era -- an era of peace, prosperity and
security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

Today, Europe's long division is ending. Today, once more --

Czechoslovakia is free. ///

Czechoslovakia's revolution is over. Its renaissance has

just bequn. // Your work and ours is far from complete. Your
nation, like your neighbors to the north and south, faces the
unprecedented task of building stable democratic rule and a
prosperous market economy on the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say that we will not fail you in this

decisive moment. America will stand with you. To that end:
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o America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperity now within reach. Today, our two
countries will sign agreeﬁents giving Czechoslovakia the fullest
access to American markets, American investment and American
technology. // |
o To meet Czechoslovakia's critical needs, the United States
will extend prompt economic assistance from the 5376 million
dollars now committed to Central and Eastern Europe for the
coming year. In addition, I will urge our Congress to authorize
a $60 million dollar Czechoslovak-American Enterprise Fund. [/
o We also welcome the active involvement of the American
private sector. I am pleased to see that, yesterday, your
government entered into a promising, multi-million dollar joint
venture with Bell Atlantic and U.S. West to modernize your
country's communications network. // I am sure this will be the
first of many large-scale investments in the future of a free
Czechoslovakia. //
o -In response to this region's severe ener roblems, we
expect the IMF -- at our initiative -- to lend up to $5 billion
in 1991 to Central and Eastern Europe, and the World Bank will
commit an additional $9 billion over the next three years. //
o In addition to these economic initiatives, we seek to renew
the free and open exchange denied our peoples for so many years.
I am pleased to announce the reopening of the American consulate
in Bratislava in the Republic of Slovakia =-- and later this

month, the selection of a site for our new Cutural Center in
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Praque. Our newly-established International Media Fund promises
to contribute expertise and encouragement to your nation's free
and independent media. And I am gratified that your Government
and my country's Institute for East-West Security Studies will
soon open a European Sfudies Center in Stirin [STEER-zheen] -- an
important partnership of the intellect between European and
American scholars. //

And let me say once again: Prague should be the home to the
'_Permanent Secretariat of the Conference on Security and

Cooperation in Europe. 1In Paris, I am confident that I will find

“unanimous support for this initiative. It is right that this
city -- once on the fault line of Cold War and conflict -- now at
the heart of the new and united Europe -- play a central role as
the CSCE seeks to expand the frontiers of freedom in Europe. //
At the Paris Summit of the CSCE, the nations of North
America and Europe will sign historic documents: a treaty to
provide deep reductions in conventional armed forces in Europe.
A CSCE Summit Declaration, charting the future role of CSCE in -
ending Europe's division. The Atlantic Alliance, the foundation
of European stability, has pledged itself to that same goal.
Working together, we can fulfill the promise of a Europe
that reaches its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is truly
whole and free. // But this continent's reconciliation is only
part of the larger vision for our world -- a vision which I ask

you to share.
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Let me draw on the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. .Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors who came to see your so-called "dissidents," asking how
they could help your cause. He wondered about that question --
wondered'why visitors from the West couldn't see that your cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? //
Is not the destruction of humans in Pragque a destruction of all

humans? // 1Is not indifference to what is happening here a

preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" //

Dissident Havel -- now President Havel -- spoke then of a
shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked. //

Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this

challenge. For half a century, your struggle for freedom was cut
short —-- not by one, but by two of the cruelest tyrannies history

has ever known. You know what it means to live under regimes
whose vision of world order holds no place for freedom. As heirs
of Jan Hus (Yon HOOS), whose statue stands just a few blocks from
us -- as countrymen of Comenius (Koh-MAIN-ee-us), the son of
Moravia whose name graces your great university at Bratislava --
you have always looked to the far horizon, to take your bearings
from principles that are universal. As small nations, whose very
existence demands constant vigilance, you have always understood

that your future depends not only on your own heroic actions here

-- but on the broader principles that govern the greater world in
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which you live. We must recognize that no people, no Continent,
can stand alone -- secure unto itself. Our fates -- our futures
-- are intertwined.

That is why Europe's celebration of freedom brings with it a
new responsibility. Now that democracy has proven its power,
Europe has both the opportunity and the challenge to join us in
leadership -- to work with us in cémmon cause towards this new
commonwealth of freedom. //

This commonwealth rests on shared principles -- upon four
cornerstones that constitute our common values:

An unshakable belief in the dignity and rights of man -- and
the conviction that just government derives its power from the
people. The belief that men and women everywhere must be free to
enjoy the fruits of their labor. And that the rule of law must'
govern the conduct of nations. //

The United States welcomes the new democracies of central
and eastern Europe fully into the commonwealth of freedom -- a
moral community united in its dedication to free ideals. We wish '
to encourage the Soviet Union to go forward with their reforms,
as difficult as the course may seem. They will find our

community ready to welcome them -- and to help them as they too

commit themselves to this commonwealth of freedom. //

Every new nation that embraces these common values -- every
new nation that joins the ranks of this commonwealth of freedom -

- advances us one step closer to a new world order: a world in
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which the use of force gives way to a shared respect for the rule
of law. [///

This new world will be incomplete without a vision that

extends beyond the boundaries of Europe alone. Now that unity is
within reach in Europe is no time for our vision of change to
stop at the edge of this continent. ///

The brinciples guiding our two nations -- the principles at
work in our two revolutions -- are not Czech or Slovak or
American alone. These principles are universal -- rooted in the
love of liberty and the rights of man. //

Now, after four decades of conflict and Cold War, we are
entering an era of great promise. And yet our freedom -- the
freedom of people everywhere -- remains under threat from regimes
for whom the rights of man and rule of law mean nothing. //

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian
Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
as well as to Europe -- that we cannot turn inward, somehow
insulate ourselves from global challenges. Iraq's brutal
aggression against Kuwait is a rude reminder that none of us can
remain secure when aggression remains unchecked. //

No peoples understand better what is at stake in the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks. You know from your own bitter
experience that the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.
You know the futility and vain hope that aggressors can be
appeased. You know the tragic consequences when nations,

confronted with aggression, choose to tell themselves it is no
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concern of theirs -- just a "quarrel in a far-away country
between a people of whom we know nothing." //

We Americans, too, have learned. We know the costs -- to
ourselves, and to the whole of Europe -- of our isolationism
after the First World War. We know that America must resist the
temptation to consider our work complete. We must remain
-committed to the cause of freedom in the world. //

For the first time in the post-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstrating its commitment to act as a constructive force
for international stability. // For the first time in the post
war era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creators
intended it: free from the ideological confrontation that
frustrated collective action. //

From this first crisis of the post-Cold War era comes an
historic opportunity -- the opportunity to draw upon the great
and growing strength of the commonwealth of,freedom == and forge
for all nations a new world order far more stable and secure than
any we havé known. [///

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in
the center of Europe, to look beyond the confines of this
continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North

America to build a true commonwealth of freedom, so that the
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peace and prosperity you seek -- the peace and prosperity we
shall share -- will be the peace and prosperity of all mankind.
Once again, thank you for this warm welcome -- and may God
bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

# # #
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At 12:20 p.m. on November 17 you will address a special
session of the Czechoslovakian Federal Assembly. The speech
will be simultaneously translated, and will be on
teleprompter. '

DISCUSSION

The remarks discuss the great progress that
Czechoslovakia has made since the "velvet revolution" of a
Year ago, and also discuss the important role it can play in
a new European and world order. Several economic and
cultural initiatives are announced, including the hope that

Prague will be the site of the Permanent Secretariat of the
CSCE. :
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990
12:20 P.M.

President Havel. Chairman Dubcek. [[Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Slovak Republics.]] Members of the Assembly -- and the
peoples of Cgzechoslovakia. // It is an honor for me —- the
firstiAmerican President ever to visit your country -- to bring
you the greetings of the American people on this, the first

anniversary of Czechoslovakia's return to freedom. //

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of this city,
the people of Prague gaﬁhered, first by twos and threes, then by
thousands. In the night air, an autumn chill -- in their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past. // The Velvet
Revolution had begun. //

That revolution succeeded without a single shot. Your

Weapons proved far superior to any in the State's arsenal. In

. the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.

Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a

thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. l/

Your revolution was also a renewal —- a renewal of the .
deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles
enshrined in your Declafation of Independence -- issued in the

United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
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your first President, and Milan Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-fah-
neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired by tﬁe ringing
words of our own Thomas 3ef£erson, more than two centuries ago.

Generations of Americans, Czechs and Slovaks sustained these
common bonds. TIn the battle to defeat Nazi tyranny, America
stood with the courageous Czech and Slovak partisans, fighting
for freedon. Thfough the long dark decades after 1948, we --
like you -- refused to éccept Europe's division. Throﬁgh Radio
Free Europe and the Voice of America, we held aloft the ideal of
truth -- we spoke a common language of hope. //

At long last, the grip of the dictators weakened.
Czechoslovakia seized its chance to rise up -- to reclaim‘xour
rights as a free people and sovereign nation. //

Today, as fellow citizéns of free governments, we share the
fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West -- stands

at thg threshéld of a new éra -- an era of peace, prosperity and

security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

Today, Europe's long division is ending. Today, once more --

Czechoslovakia // is free. ///

Czechoslovakia's revolution is over. Its renaissance has

just bequn. // Your work and ours is far from complete. Your
nation, like your neighbors to the north and- south, faces the
unprecedented task of building stable democratic rule and a
prosperous market éeconomy on the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say that we will not fail you in this

decisive moment. America will stand with you. To that end:
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o America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperity now within reach. Today, our two

countries will sign agreements giving Czechoslovakia the fullest

access to American markets, American investment and American
\——l\
technology. //

o To meet Czechoslovakia's critical needs, the United States

will extend prompt economic assistance from the $370 million

dollars now committed to Central and Easterﬁ Europe for the
coming year. 1In addltlon, I will urge our Congress to authorize
a $60 million dollar Czechoslovak-Amerlcan Enterprise Fund. //

o We also welcome the active involvement of the American
private sector. I am Pleased to see that, yesterday, your
government entered into a promlslng, multi-million dollar joint
venture with Bell Atlantic and U.S. West to modernize your
country's communications network. // I am sure this will be the
first of many large-scale investments in the future of a free

Czechoslovakia. //

o In response to this region's severe energy problems, we
expect the IMF -- at our initiative -- to lend up to $5 billion
in 1991 to Central and Eastern Europe, and the World Bank will
commit an additional $9 billion over the-next three years. //

o In addition to these economic initiatives, we seek to renew

the free and open exchange denied our peoples for so many years.

I am pleased to announce the reopening of the American consulate

in Bratislava in the Republic of Slovakia -- and later this

month, the selection of a site for our new Cutural Center in
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Prague. Our newly-established International Media Fund promises
to contribute expertise and encouragement to your nation's free
and independent media. And I am gratified that your Government
and my country's Institute for East-West Security Studies will
soon open a European Studies Center in Stirin [STEER-zheen] =-- an
important partnership of the intellect between European and
American scholars. //

And let me say once again: Prague should be the home to the
Permanent Secretariat of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe. 1In Paris, I am confident that I will find

unanimous support for this initiative. It is right that this

city -- once on the fault line of Cold War and conflict --. now at
the heart of the new and united Europe -- play a central role as

the CSCE seeks to expand the frontiers of freedom in Europe. //
At the Paris Summit of the CSCE, the nations of North
America and Europe will sign historic documents: a treaty to
provide deep reductions in-conventional armed forces in Europe.
A CSCE Summit Declaration, charting the future role of CSCE in
ending Europe's division. The Atlantic Alliance, the foundation
of European stability, has pledged itself to that same goal.
Working together, we can fulfill the promise of a Europe
that reaéhes its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is truly
whole and frée. // But this continent's reconciliation is only
part of the larger vision for our world —- a vision which I ask

you to share.
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Let me draw on the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors who came to see your so-called "dissideﬁts," asking how
they could help your cause. He wondered aboutAthat question ~-
wondered why visitors from the West couldn't see that your cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? //
Is not tﬁe destruction of humans in Praque a destruction of all
humans? // 1Is not indifference to what is happening here a
preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" //

Dissident Havel -- now President Havel -- spoke then of a
shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked. //

Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this

challenge;' For half a century, your struggle for freedom was cut

- short -- not by one, but by two of the cruelest tyrannies history

has ever known. You know what it means to live under regimes
whose vision of world order holds no place for freedom. As heirs
of Jan Hus (Yoh HOOS) , whose statue stands jusf a few blocks from
us =- as countrymen of Comenius (Koh-MAIN-ee-us), the son of
Moravia whoée name graces your great university at Bratislava --
you have always looked to the far horizon, to take your bearings

from principles that are universal. As small nations, whose very
. existence demands constant vigilance, you have always understood

that your future depends not only on your own heroic actions here

== but on the broader principles that govern the dgreater world in
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which you live.. We must recognize that no people, no Continent,
can stand alone -- secure unto itself. oOur fates -- our futures
—-- are intertwined.
That is why Europe's celebration of freedom brings with it a
new responsibility. Now that democracy has proven its power,
Europe has both the opportunity and the challenge to join us in

leadership -- to work with us in common cause towards this new

commonwealth of freedom. //

This commonwealth rests on shared principles -- upon four

cornerstones that constitute our common values:

An unshakable belief in the dignity and rights of man -- and
the conviction that just government derives its power from the

people. The belief that men and women everywhere must be free to

enjoy the fruits of their labor. And that the rule of law must
govern the conduct of natioms. //

The United States welcomes the new democracies of central

and eastern Europe fully into the commonwealth of freedom —- a

moral communitz united in its dedication to free ideals. We wish

to encourage the Soviet Union to go forward with their reforms,

as difficult as the course may seem. They will f£ind our

communitx ready to welcome them -- and to help them as they too

commit themselves to this commonwealth of freedom. //

Every new nation that embraces these common values -- every

new nation that joins the ranks of this commonWeélth of freedom - -

- advances us one step closer to a new world order: a world in
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which the use of force gives way to a shared respect for the rule
- of law. ///

This new world will be incomplete without a vision that

extends beyond the boundaries of Europe alone. ‘Now that uhitz is
within reach in Europe is no time for our vision of change to

stop at the edge of this continent. ///

The principles guiding our two nations -- the principles at
work in our two revolutions -- are not Czech or Slovak or
American alone. These principles are universal ~- rooted in the

love of liberty and the rights of man. //

Now, after four decades of conflict and Cold War, we are
entering an era of great promise. And yet our freedom -- the
freedom of people everywhere -- remains under threat from regimeé
for whom the fights of man and rule of law mean nothing. //

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian
Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
as well as to Europe -- that we cannot turn inward, somehow
insulate ourselves from'global challenges. Iraq's brutal
aggression against Kuwait is a rude reminder that none of us can
remain secure when aggression remains unchecked. // |

No peoples understand better what is at stake in the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks. You know from your own bitter
expérience that the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.
You know.the futility and vain hope that aggressors can be
‘appeased. You know the tragic consequences when nations,

confronted with aggression, choose to tell themselves it is no
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concern of theirs -- just a "quarrel in a far-away country
between a people of whom we know nothing." //

We Americans, too, have learned. We know the costs -- to-
ourselves, and to the whole of Europe -- of our isolationism
after the First World War. We know that America must resist the
temptation to consider our work complete. We must remain
committed to the éause of freedom in the world. //

For the first time in the post-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstratlng its commltment to act as a constructive force
for 1nternatlona1 Stablllty // For the first time in the post
~war era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creators
intended it: free from the ideological confrontation that
frustrated collective action. //

From this first crisis of the post-Cold War era comes an
historic opporfunity =- the opportunity to draw upon the great
and growing strength of the commonwealth of freedom =-- and forge
for all nations a new world order far more stable and secure than
any we have known. ///

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a
Year in freedom. I salutelyou for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in

the center of Europe, to look beyond the confines of this

continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North

America to build a true commonwealth of freedom, so that the
=0 _2r1ld a true commonwealth of freedom
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peace and prosperity you seek -- the peace and prosperity we
shall share -- will be the peace and prosperity of all mankind.
Once again, thank you for this warm welcome -- and may God

bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

# # #
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President Havel. President Dubcek. Prime Ministers of the

Czech and Slovakian Republics. Members of the Assembly -- and
the people of Czechoslovakia. // It is an honor for me -- the
first American President ever to visit your country -- to bring

you the greetings of the American people on this, the first

anniversary of Czechoslovakia’s return to freedom. //

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of this city,
the people of Prague gathered, first by twos and threes, then by
thousands. In the night air, an autumn chill -- in their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past. // The Velvet
Revolution had begun. //

That revolution succeeded without a single shot. Your

weapons proved far superior to any in the State’s arsenal. 1In

the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.
Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a
thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. //

Your revolution was also a renewal -- a renewal of the

deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles
enshrined in your Declaration of Independence -- issued in the

United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
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your first President, and Milan Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-fah-
neek), proud Slovak patriot. 'Principles inspired by the ringing
words of our own Thomas Jefferson, more than two centuries ago.

Generations of Americans, Czechs and Slovaks sustained these
common bonds. In the battle to defeat Nazi tyranny, America
stood with the courageous Czech and Slovak partisans, fighting
for freedom. Through the long dark decades after 1948, we --
like you -- refused to accept Europe’s division. Through Radio
Free Europe and the Voice of America, we held aloft the ideal of
truth -- we spoke a common language of hope. //

At long last, the grip of the dictators weakened.
Czechoslovakia seized its chance to rise up -- to reclaim your

rights as a free people and sovereiqn nation. //

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the

fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West ~- stands

at the threshold of a new era -- an era of peace, prosperity and

security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

Today, Europe’s long division is ending. Today, once more --

Czechoslovakia // is free. ///

Czechoslovakia’s revolution is over. TIts renaissance has

just bequn. //  Your work and ours is far from complete. Your

nation, like your neighbors to the north and south, faces the
unprecedented task of building stable democratic rule and a
prosperous market economy on the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say that we will not fail you in this

decisive moment. America will stand with vou. To that end:
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o America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperity now within reach. Today, our two
countries will sign agreements giving Czechoslovakia the fullest

access to American markets, American investment and American

technology. //

o} To meet Czechoslovakia’s critical needs, the United States

will extend prompt economic assistance- from the $370 million

dollars now committed to Central and Eastern Europe for the
1
coming year. In addition, I will urge our Congress to authorize

a $60 million dollar Czechoslovak-American Enterprise Fund. //

o We also welcome the active involvement of the American

private sector. I am pleased to see that, yesterday, your

government entered into a promising, multi-million dollar joint
venture with Bell Atlantic and U.S. West to modernize your
country’s communications network. // I am sure this will be the
first of many large-scale investments in the future of a free

Czechoslovakia. //

o In response to this region’s severe enerqgy problems, we

expect the IMF -- at our initiative -- to lend up to $5 billion

in 1991 to Central and Eastern Europe, and the World Bank will

commit an additional $9 billion over the next three years. //

o In addition to these economic initiatives, we seek to renew
the free and open exchange denied our peoples for so many years.
I am pleased to announce the reopening of the American consulate

in Bratislava in the Republic of Slovakia -- and later this

month, the selection of a site for our new Cutural Center in
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Prague. Our newly-established International Media Fund promises
to contribute expertise and encouragement to your nation’s free
and independent media. And I am gratified that your Government

and my country’s Institute for East-West Security Studies will

soon open a European Studies - Center in Stirin [STEER-zheen] -- an
important partnership of the intellect between European and
American scholars. //

And let me say once again: Prague should be the home to the
Permanent Secretariat of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe. 1In Paris, I am confident that I will find

unanimous support for this initiative. It is right that this

city -- once on the fault line of Cold War and conflict -- now at
the heart of the new and united Europe -- play a central role as

the CSCE seeks to expand the frontiers of freedom in Europe. //
At the Paris Summit of the CSCE, the nations of North
America and Europe will sign historic documents: a treaty to

provide deep reductions in conventional armed forces in-Europe.

-- and a CSCE Summit Declaration, charting the future role of
CSCE in ending Europe’s division. The Atlantic Alliance, the

foundation of European stability, has pledged itself to that same

goal.
Working together, we can fulfill the promise of a Europe
that reaches its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is truly

whole and free. // The United States welcomes the new

democracies of central and eastern Europe fully into the

commonwealth of freedom -- a moral community united in its
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dedication to free ideals. We wish to encourage the Soviet Union

to go forward with their reforms, as difficult as the course may

seem. They will find our community ready to welcome them -- and

to help them as they too commit themselves to this commonwealth

of freedom. //

It is a commonwealth that rests on shared principles -- upon

four cornerstones that constitute4%ﬁ§%géfgﬂgﬂ?%ur common values:
An unshakable belief in the dignity and rights of man -- and

the conviction that -Fjust government derives its power from the

people. The belief that men and women everywhere must be free to

enjoy the fruits of their labor. And that the rule of law must

govern the conduct of nations. //

P AF

wd

[§X§;¥_neyb9ation that embraces these common values -- every
;égﬂdgationthat joins the ranks of this’commbﬂiéalgg of freedom -
- - advances us one step closer to a new world order: a world in

which resort to force gives way to a shared respect for the rule

of lawi_ /77

?'*;?waull be incomplete w1thout a vision that

extends bevond the boundaries of Europe alone. Now that unity is

within reach in Europe is no time for our vision of change to

stop at the edge of this continent. ///

The principles guiding our two nations -- the principles at
work in our two revolutions -- are not Czech or Slovak or
American alone. These principles are universal -- rooted in the

love of liberty and the rights of man. //

M/Bl Ll) A‘lv'mm.d wﬂ“ W M‘ Ur{l/)ﬂf
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Let me draw on the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors who came to see your so-called "dissidents," asking how
they could help your cause. He wondered about that question --
wondered why visitors from the West couldn’t see that your cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? //

Is not the destruction of humans in Prague a destruction of all

humans? // 1Is not indifference to what is happening here a

preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" //
Dissident Havel -- now President Havel -- spoke then of a
shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all

mankind is linked. //
Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this

challenge. ' Foxr ha;; a century, yvour struggle for freedom was cut

short -- not by one, but by two of the cruelest ty;annles hlsto;z

/ -
\ _.49 N )

has ever known. [ as helrs of Jan Hus (Yon HOOS), whose statue —
stands just a few blocks from us -- as countrymen of Comenius
(Koh-MAIN-ee-us), the son of Moravia whose name graces your great

university at Bratislava -- you have always looked to the far

horlzon, to take their bearings from principles that are

ﬁ‘unlversal A8 small nations; whose very existence demands

constant vigilance, you have always understood that your future

depends not only on your own heroic actions here -- but on the

broader principles that govern the greater world in which you

live. We must recognize that no people, no Continent, can stand
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"alone -- secure unto itself. Our fates -- our futures -~ are
intertwined.
That is why Europe’s celebration of freedom brings with it a

new responsibility. Now that democracy has proven its power,

Europe has both the opportunity and the challenge to join us in

leadership -- to work with us in common cause towards this new

. commonwealth of freedam // . ) )
‘ g ,.'..;n..,,, ) - o

- N N~ -
I e ‘/ Pl - R e =

That is why our response to the challenge in the PerSLan
Gulf iscritical. Jlaie{:;;;ent crisis is a warning -- to America
as well as to Europe -- that we cannot turn inward, somehow
insulate ourselves from global challenges. Iraq’s brutal

aggression against Kuwait is a rude reminder that none of us can

remain secure when aggression remains unchecked. //

No peoples understand better what is at stake in the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks. You know from your own bitter
experience that the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.
You know the futility and vain hope that aggreésors can be
appeased. You know the tragic consequenees when nations,
confronted with aggression, choose to tell themselves it is no
concern.of theirs -~ just a "quarrel in a far—eway country
between a people of whom we know nothing." /7x

We Americane, too, have learned. We know the costs —-— to
ourselves, and to the whole of Europe -- of,eughisolationism
after the First Werld War. We knew that America must resist the

temptation to consider our work cbmplete. ‘We must remain

committed to the cause of freedom in the world. //
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For the first time in the post-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstrating its commitment to act as a constructive force
for international stability. // For the first time in the post
war era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creators
_intended it: free from the ideological confrontation that
frustrated collective action. //

From this first crisis of the post-Cold War era comes an
historic opportunity -- the opportunity to draw upon thg great

and growing strength of the commonwealth of freedom -- & forge

for all nations a new world order far more stable and secure than
any we have known. ///

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in

the center of Europe, to look beyond the confines of this

continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North

America to build a true commonwealth of freedom, so that the

peace and prosperity you seek -- the peace and prosperity we

shall share -- will be the peace and prosperity of all mankind.

Once again, thank you for this warm welcome -- and may God

bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
: PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990
12:20 P.M.

President Havel. Chairman Dubcek. [[Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Sidvak Republics.]] Members of the Assembly -- and the
peoples of Czechoslovakia. // It is an honor fof me -- the
first AmericanaPresident ever to visit your country -- to bring
you the greetihgs of the American people on this, the first
anniversary qf Czechoslovakia's return to freedom. //

One year ago today;'in the streets and squares of this city,
the people of Prague gathered, first by twos and threes, then by
thousénds. In the night air, an autumn chill -- in their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past. // The Velvet
Revolution had begun. //

That revolution succeeded without a single shot. Your

weapons proved far superior to any in the State's arsenal. 1In

the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.

Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. oOut of a
thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. 1Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. //

Your revolution was also a renewal_-- a renewal of the
deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles
enshrined in your Declaration of Independence -- issued in the

United States in 1918 by ThomasfMasaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
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your first President, and Milan Stefanik (MEE~lan SHTEH-fah-
neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired by the ringing
words of<our own Thomas &efferson, more than two centuries ago.

Generations of Americans, Czechs and Slovaks sustained these
common bonds. In the battle to defeat Nazi tyranny, America
stood with the courageous Czech and Slovak partisans, fighting
for freedom. Through the long dark decades after 1948, we --
like you -- refused to accept Europé's division. Through Radio
~Free Europe and the Voice of America, we held aloft the ideal of
truth -- we époke a common language of hope. //

At long last, the grip of the dictators weakened.
Czechoslovakia seized its chance to rise up -- to reclaim your
rights as a free people and sovereign nation. //

.Today, as fellow citizens of free goverhments, we share the

fruits of our common resoclve. Europe -- East and West -- stands

at the threshold of a new era -- an era of peace, prosperity and
security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

' Today, Europe's long division is ending. Today, once more’ --

CZechoslovakia Z[ is free. ///

Czechoslovakia's revolution is over. Its renaissance has

just bequn. // Your work and ours is far from complete. Your
nation, like your neighbors-to the north and south, faces the
' unprecedented'task-of building stable democratic rule and a
-Prosperous market economy on the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say that we will not fail you in this

decisive moment.. America will stand with xéu. Tb that end:
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o America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperity now within reach. Today, our two
countries will sign agreements giving Czechoslovakia the fullest
access to American markets, American investment and American

technology. //

o To meet Czechoslovakia's critical needs, the United States
will extend prompt economic assistance from the $370 million
- dollars now committed to Central and Eastern Europe for the
coming year. 1In addition; I will urge our Congress to authorize
a $60 million dollar Czechoslovak-American Enterprise Fund. //
o We also welcome the active involvement of the American
private sector. I am pleased to see that, yesterday, your
government entered into a promiSiné, multi-million dollar joint
venture with Bell Atlantic and U.S. West to modernize your
country's communications network. // I am sure this will be the
first of many large-scale investments in the future of a free
Czechoslovakia. //

o In response to.this region's severe ener roblems, we
expect the IMF -- at our initiative -- to lend up to $5 billion
in 1991 to Central and Eastern Europe, and the Worlad Bank will .
commit an additional $9 billion over the next three years. //

o In addition to these economic initiatives, we éeek to renew
the free and open exchange denied our peoples for so many years.

I am pleased to announce the réopening of the American consulate

in Bratislava in the Republic of Slovakia -- and later this

month, the selection of a site for our new Cutural Center in



4

Prague. Our newly-established International Media Fund promises

to contribute expertise and encouragement to your nation's free
and independent media. And I am gratified that youf Government
and'my country's Institute for East-West Security Studies will
soon open a European Studies Center in Stirin [STEER-zheen] -- an
important partnership of the intellect between European and
American scholars. // |

And let mé say once again: .Prague should be the hoﬁe to the
Permanent Secretariat of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe. 1In Paris, I am confident that I will find

unanimous support for this initiative. It is right that this

city -~ once on the fault line of Cold War and conflict -- now at
the heart of the new and united Eurdpe == play a central role as

the CSCE seeks to expand thé frontiers of freedom in Europe. //
At the Paris Summit of the CSCE, the nations of North

Ameriqa and Europe will sign historic documents: a treaty to

provide deep reductions in conventional armed forces in Europe.

A CSCE Summit Declaration, charting the future role of. CSCE in

ending Europe's division. The Atlantic Alliance, the foundation

of European stability, has pledged itself to that same goal. .
Working together, we can'fulfilllthe promise of a Europe

that reaches its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is truly

whole and free. // But this continent's. reconciliation is only

part of the larger vision for our world -- a vision which I ask

"you to share.
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Let me draw dn the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Several years ago; Havel wrote about the Weétern
visifors who came to see your so-called "dissidents," asking how
they cduld help your cause. He wondered about that question --
wondered why visitors from the West couldn't see that your cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? //

Is not the destruction of humans in Prague a destruction of all
humans? // 1Is not indifference to what is happening here a
preparation for the same kind of misefy elsewhere?" //

Dissident Havel -- now President Havel —-- spoke then of a
shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked. //

Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this

challenge. For half a century, your struggle for freedom was cut

short -- not by one, but by two of the cruelest tyrannies history

has ever known. You know what it means to live under regimes
whose vision of world order holds no place for freedom. As heirs
of Jan Hus (Yon HOOS), whose statue stands just a few blocks from
us -- as countrymen of Comenius (Koh-MAIN-ee~us), the son of
Moravia whose name graces your great university at Bratislava --
you have always looked to the far horizon, to také-yéuf beérings
from principles that are upiversal. As small nétionsl whose very
existence demands constant vigilance, you have always uhderstood

that your future'depends not only on your own heroic actions here

-= but on the broader principles that govern the greater world in
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which you live. We must recognize that no people, no Continent,
can stand alone -- secure unto itself. Our fates -- our futures
-- are intértwined.

That is why Europe's celebration of freedom brings with it a
new responsibility. Now that democracy has proven its power,
Europe has both the opgortunitziand the challenge to join us in
leadership -~ to work with us in common cause towards this new

=2 WOLR WITN US 1n common cause towards this new
commonwealth of freedom. //

This commonwealth rests on shared principles =-- upon four

cornerstones that constitute our common values:

An unshakable belief in the dignity and_rights of man -- and
the conviction that Just government derives its power from the

beople. The belief that men and women everywhere must be free to

enjoy the fruits of their labor. And that the rule of law must

govern the conduct of nations. //

The United States welcomes the new democracies of central
and eastern Europe fully into the commonwealth of freedom -- a

moral community united in its dedication to free ideals. We wish

to encourage the Soviet Union to go forward with their reforms,
as difficult as the course may seem. They will find our

community ready to welcome them -- and to help them as they too

commit themselves to this commonwealth of freedom. //

Every new nation that embraces these common values -- every
new nation that joins the ranks of this commonwealth of freedom -

- advances us one step closer to a new world order: a world in
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‘which the use of force gives way to a shared respect for the rule
of law. ///

This new world will be incomplete without a vision that

extends beyond the boundaries of Europe alone. -Now that unity is
within reach in Europe is no time for our vision of change to
stop at the edge of this continent. ///

The principles guiding our two nations -- the principles at
work in our two revolutions -- are not Czech or Slovak or
American alone. These principles are universal -- rooted in the

love of liberty and the rights of mgg. //

Now, after four deéades of conflict and Cold War, we are
entering an era of great promise. And yet our freedom -- the
freedom of people everywhere -- remains under threat from regimes
for whom the rights of man and rﬁle of law mean nothing. //

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian
Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
as well as to Europe -- that we cannot turn inward, somehow
insulate ourselves from global challenges. Iraq's brutal
aggression against Kuwait is a rude reminder thét none of us can
hremainAsecure whén aggression remains unchecked. // |

No peoples ﬁnderstand better what is at stake in the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks. You know from'your own bitter
experience_tﬁat_the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.
.-You know the futility and vain hopeAthat aggressors can be
appeased. You know the tragic consequences when nations,

confronted with aggression, choose to tell themselves it is no
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concern of theirs -- just a "quarrel in a far-away country
between a people of whom we know nothing." // | .

We Americans, too, have learned. We know the costs -- to
ourselves, and to the whole of-Europe -- of our isolationism
after the First World War. We know that America must resist the
temptation to consider our work compléte. We must remain
committed to the cause of freedom in the world. //

For the first time in the post-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstrating its commitment to act as a constructive force
for international stability. // For the first time in the post
war era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creators'
intended it: free from the ideological confrontation that
frustrated collective action. //

From this first crisisiof'the post-Cold War era comes an
historic opportunity -- the opportunity to draw upon the great
and growiné strength of the commonwealth of freedom -- and forge
.for all nations a new world order far more stable and secure than
any we have known. ///

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful placé in
the center of Europe, to look beyond the confines of this
continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in Nofth.

America to build a true commonwealth of freedom, so that the
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peace and prosperity you seek -- the peace and prosperity wve
shall share -- will be'the peace and prosperity of all mankind.
Once again, thank you for this warm welcome =-- and may God

bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

# # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: 11/13/90

Chriss Winston

TO:

FROM:  STEPHEN . DANZANSKY 3&@ §
DeputyAssistant to the President
and Director of Cabinet Affairs

There is no mention here of the historic
joint venture agreement, just negotiated,
between Bell Atlantic/ U.S. West and the
Czech and Slovak Administrations for Poste
and Telecommunications, to build a national
analog cellular system ... the first step
in the modernization of Czechosolvakia.

The deal will be signed on November 16 and
is valued at over $80 million over—\\\
10 years.

It is the first "big" economic deal
between the two countries, equivalent
perhaps to the much heralded GE llghtbulb)
deal with the Hungarian company Tungstram.
Perhaps that's what the reference to ?
"other initiatives to come: NSC" means.//
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TELECOPY INFORMATION

PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDLIATELY

TO: Jim Cicconi N

FROM: Leonard Marks

DATE: November 6, 1990

2 __pages follow this sheet. If there are any probleas,

please ask for the telecopy operator at (202) 452-4851.
TEANK YOU.

Dear Jim:

I'm encksing a draft of remarks that I hope the President can
use in Prague in describing the work of the newly created
International Media Fund.

The material has been sent to the Department of State.

LHM

SENT TO: ( 202 ) 456 = 2883 NO. 0880 = 001
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Earlier thies year, the United States announced in ?;ugue an
initiative to help the development of free and independent media
{n Central and Eastern Europe. To this end, the International
Media Fund was organized, designed to aid all media but with
particular emphasis on broadcasting, where the need saemed

greatest.

Since the initiative was announced, we have made great
progress. As requested by the government of the Czech and Slovak
Republic, the International Media Fund is prepared, in the first

half of 1991, to provide the following:

Assistance in building a network of independent
media by providing technical know-how and certain

limited financial grants for equipment and start-

up costs.

Seminare for media specialists as well as those

new to media in Prague and Bratislava.

Aid in the establishment of a new non-governmental
resource center for independent media, providing
not only training but model equipment, a library,

aetc.

Also planned is assistance to Charles University, including

encouragement and help in the creation of a university radio
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station, assistance in starting a university magazine and
updating the equipment of the faculty of journalism.

The International Media Fund alsc intends to associate new
independent Czech and Slovak radio and television stations with
ngigter stations" in the United States, thereby facilitating an
exchange of expertise, personnel and programs.

In cooperation with the National Association of Broadcasters
the IMF also is prepared to start a broadcasting assistance
program almost immediately. Experienced U.S. broadcasters will
be sent to Prague and Bratislave to provide training in broadcast
journalism, programming, advertising sales and service, market
research, technical areas of communications, and general
management. Initially, these experts will offer training
seminars. As new broadcast laws are passed and new stations are
licensed, the International Media Fund will assist in the
establishment of those stations, providing the training and other
agsistance necessary to make them viable. All of this will be
done, of course, at no cost to our friends in Czechoslovakia and
elsewhere in Central and Eastern Europe.

More can be done. Unfortunately the move to independent
radio and television has been extremely slow to evolve because of
the absence of enabling legislation. Frequencies need to be

assigned in the very near future for private broadcasters.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 13, 1990

TO: David Demarest

FROM: Sig Rogich

RE: Cultural Center in Prague

Please make note that our Prague remarks need to reference
the city’s new cultural center.

On February 20, the President said the United States looked
forward to o?ening a cultural center in Prague. In that regard,

a selection of the site will likely be in place prior to our visit.
It would be good to make direct reference toE it.

Attachment
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SIG ROGICH L
E.0. 12356: N/A

SUBJECT: PRAGUE CULTURAL CENTER

LETTER AS FOLLOWS TO THE WHITE HOUSE, SIG ROGICH FROM

DIRECTOR GELB.

MR. SIG ROGICH

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR SIG:

WHEN THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED PRESIDENT HAVEL OF

CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN WASHINGTON ON FEBRUARY 26 HE SAID

THAT THE U.S. LOOKED FORWARD TO OPENING A CULTURAL

CENTER IN PRAGUE. | HAVE JUST COMPLETED A VISIT TO

PRAGUE TO VIEW THE TWO SITES THAT AMBASSADOR BLACK AND

PAO HULL HAVE IDENTIFIED FOR A CULTURAL CENTER. BOTH

ARE EXCELLENT. WE WILL DEFINITELY MAKE A DECISION ON

WHICH OF THE TWO SITES IT WILL BE, HOPEFULLY BEFORE

THE PRESIDENT ARRIVES BUTUDEFINITELY BEFORE NOVEMBER

J0TH.- FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONE IS THE FORMER LENIN

DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED
PER DOS WAIVER, November 6,2015 a\,jepamnenf of State Guidelines; Jaly 21, 199
By 1+ NARA, Date o530 oY I+ NARA, Date 0530 /23

—CONHBENTLAL
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MUSEUM AND THE OTHER IS THE FORMER EAST GERMAN
CULTURAL CENTER -- INTERESTING I[RONY.

/

IT MAY BE USEFUL FOR THE PRESIDENT TO ANNOUNCE DURING
HIS VISIT TO PRAGUE NOVEMBER 17-18 THAT A CULTURAL
CENTER WILL BE™SELECTED “THIS MONTH". | BELIEVE WE
CAN SPEED UP OUR PROCESS TO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE

| WiLL BE BACK IN MY OFFICE NOVEMBER 13 IF YOU WANT TO
TALK. GELB

BT

4233



THE WHITE HOUSE /
WASHINGTON
November 14, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER /%/

Presidential Remarks:
Assembly

SUBJECT:

The Czechoslovakian Federal

I have reviewed and concur with the Presidential remarks for
the Czechoslovakian Federal Assembly, November 17,

1990.
If you have any questions or we can help in any other way,
please let me know.

29

ag OCT 14 PT

Attachment

cc: James W Cicconi
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REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits on the atggghed directly
to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930 with & copy to this
office no later than 3:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14.
Thank you.

G e i — it soloR

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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I;RES'IDEIN'T‘IAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY :
- : - PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990 . S
XX:00 A.M.

7 President Havel. President Dubcek. Prime‘Ministers of the
-Czech and Slovakian Republics Menbers of the Assembly f-‘and
the people of- Czechoslovakia. /It is.an honor for me -;Athe
flrst American Presldent ever to visit your country -- to brlng
'~-you the.greetlngs of the Amerlcan-people on this, the first
anniversary of Czechoslovakia's~return to freedom. /!

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of thlS c1ty,
the people of Prague gathered, flrst by twos and threes, then by
thousands.h_In_the night air, an autumn chill -- rn their- mlnds,
memories of a spring tuenty'years past. - /7 Thefﬁelvet
Revolution had begun. // '

| That revolutlon succeeded w1thout a single shot. Your.
weagons proved far superior to any in the State’s arsenal. In
the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.
_Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a
thousand acts of courage - Czech and Slovak - emerged a single
-voice. 1Its message. the time had come to brlng freedom home to
Csechoslovakia;“// ' V

?our‘reuolution was also'a renewal —;~a'renewal of the .
deeoly held principles that bind my country to yours;' Principles

enshrinednin your Declaration of ‘Independence -- written in the



‘Unitedistates in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah;rick),
your_first President, signed-by Milan Stefanlk-(MEE-lan'SHTEH-
fah-neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired hy the~
ringing words of our‘own'JeffersOn, more than tw0'centuries ago. .:

~ Here ln Czechoslovakla, in November of 1989 that dlstant.
revolution: echoed down through history. At-a workers’ rally --
in a:place called Branik on the outskirts of Prague -- a'worker,A
dressed in grlmy overalls, rose to speak at the factory gate. He
began his speech to his fellow citizens’ wrth these words:

"We hold,these truths to be self-evident. ,Thatiall men are
created equal that they-are3endowed by their creator with
certaln lnallenable rightSf-e and that among'these are life,
~liberty and the pursuit’of.happiness.“
| On- his visit to Amerlca, speaklng to our Congress as today I:
h speak to you, President Havel _recalled that moment when the words’

of that dlstant revolutlon spoke in a language understood by all

mankind: “"These words inspire us all.{.L They lnsplre us to be
citizens." //

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the
~fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West -- stands A
 at the threshold of a new era -- gn-era of peace, prosperity and

- security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

" Today, Europe’s long division is ending. Today, once more --

-Czechoslovakia [/ is free. //




3 :
-A-nei Europe is”nou'emerging - built on-the firm foundation
' of shared democratic ErlnClQleS --"a shared sense of partnership
‘that made the Revolution of ‘89 possxble.. /!

Cczechoslovakia’s revolutlon is over. 1Its renaissance has
just bequn. // Your work and-ours is far_from'complete. Your
f nation, like-your neighbors to‘the north and'south faces the
unprecedented ‘task of bulldlng stable democratlc rule and.a -
prosperous market economy on the ruins of totalltarlanlsm. |

I am here today to say at this decrs;ve moment in your
history that America stands with_ you.\

Amerlca stands ready to help Czechoslovakla realize the
progress and prosperity now w1th1n reach. To that end:

,o - Today, I wzll SLgn the- flnal documents g1v1ng Czechoslovakla
Most’ Favored Natlon status -- the most llberal access pOSSlble to
‘American markets. IR V. ' _ | R

o ’-I(Other initiatives to COme: NSC.):

And let—me-say~onCe again: ft is right that Prague -- once
on the fault line of Cold War and conflict -- now at'the heart of
the new and.united-EuropeA-- should be the home.to the Permanent
-Secretariat‘of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe. // v

In Paris a'few.days from now,. the nations'of North America
and Europe will sign'historic documents: a. treaty to prov1de
_deep reductlons in conventlonal armed forces ln Europe. {[A
~ .jOlnt Declaration of Principles between the United States and the

European Community.]] And‘a4CSCE Summit-Declaration, charting
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" the future role of CSCE in ending Europe's diVision.‘ The

Atlantlc Alllance, the essentlal guarantor of European securlty,
has pledged itself to that same . goal ' '

- The United States welcomes the new democracxes of central
and eastern Europe fully into the commonwealth Of'free nations,
Worklng together, we can fulflll the promise. of a Europe that

reaches its democratlc destlny -- a Europe that is truly whole

and free. /7

But ‘this long-sought reconclllationiwill_be incomplete'
without a vision that extends bexond the boundaries of Europe
g;ggg. Now that unity is w1th1n reach in Europe is no tlme for
our vision of change to stog at the edge of this contlnent. //

The prlnCLples guldlng our two. nations. -- the prxncxples at
work in our two revolutlons -- are not Czech or Slovak or
Amerlcan alone. These prrnclples arelunlversal»-- rooted in the-
love of llbertx and the'rights of man. /1 | |

__Let'ne draw on the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to nake
my point. Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western

-visitors‘who'came to see your so-called "dissidents,"_asking how

- they could help your cause. He wondered about that question --

z_wondered why visitors from the West couldn t see that your cause

was their cause, too. Havel wrote, ‘and I quote: "Are not my dim

prospects.or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? ./ 1Is -

not  the destruction of humans in'Prague a destruction of all

humans’ "/ Is not indifference to what is happenlng her a

N preparatlon for the ‘same klnd of mlsery elsewhere?" //,
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Dlss;dent Havel -= now PreSLdent Havel - spoke then of a
shared destlny - spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked. // | |

‘In that same-spirit, let me say to you now'that our
‘challenge today is to‘strengthen these common bonds. iTo fonge a.
new Atlantic'partnership of shared values and‘common-secufity —
'a more 1nclusxve Atlantlc communlty, open to all who are
dedlcated to democracy and the rule of law.: To bulld on the

successes we have achleved together, 'successes that poxnt the way

to nothlng less than a new world order -- to a new world of
‘freedom for all nations. //_“ |

. Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this
challenge. The heirs of,Jan_Husp(Yon HOOSE), whose statue stands
-~ just a fewiblocks from us -- the countrymen of Conenius (Koh-
MAIN-ee-us), the son of Moravia whose name graoes your'great
university at Bratislava - haveualways looked to the far -
“horizon, to_take their'bearings:from'principles that are
universal. As small natlons, whose very existence oemands
constant-vigilanoe, you have.always understood that your future
,_depenos'not only on your own»heroic actions hg;g -- but on the

broader principles that govern the greater world in which you

live. We must recognlze that no people, no Contlnent, can stand
alone -~ secure unto itself. - Our fates‘-— our futures -~ are
1ntertw1ned.

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian

Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
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(as well as to Europe -- that wéféggggg turn_inwafq,.somehow
insulate ourselves from globél.challenges. For those‘in'America
who would retreat once again into isolationism -- for thosé on
‘this side of the Atlantic who belier in "Europe for the

Europeans," Iraq’s brutal aggression against Kuwait is a rude

reminder that none of us can remain secure when aggression
emains unchecked. //

No peoﬁlés undersiénd better what is at stéke in the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks. You know from your own bitter
experiencefthét the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggressionﬂ 
You know the futility and vain hope that aggressors can be
appeased. You know the tragic consequences when nations,
confronted with aggiession, choose to tell tﬁemSelves it:is no
'coﬁcérn offthéirs - just a "quarrel in a faf-away coﬁntry
. )@y : . betweén a people of whom we know nothing." // | |
We Americans, too, have learned. We know the costs -- to

urselves, and to the whole of Europe <- of our isolationism

after the First World War. We know that America must resist the
L ' N

'temptatibn to considér our work complete. We must remain
: === -5

P

committed to the cause of freedom in the world. //

—

The world’s resolute action against Iraq’s aggression shows
what can be achieved when Americans and Eﬁropeans work together,
. in common cause with'the rest 6f the world. ‘//
For the first time in'thé posﬁ-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstrating its commitment to act as a constructive force

for international stability. For the first time in the post war
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era -- the United Nations is functioning»as its creators intended
it; free from the ideoiogical confrontation that frustrated
collectivé action. .
And from thié first crisis of the post-Cold War era comes an
historic opportunity -- to extend our international sélidarity

and put in place the first foundations of a new world order: an

order based on demécracv and the rule of law; // an order

founded in respect fo;;humah rights and individual liberty; //

an order dedicated to resist aggression and the force of arms --
and promote enduring international peace and security. //

These principles are familiar. They are the principies on

which we have staked our futures -~ the principles for which we

. have fought and died -- not as fine words, but as the
this new world we seek. // ' .

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a

year in freedom. I salute you'for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in

the center of'Europe, to look bevond the confines of this

continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North
America to build a new world, so that the peace and prosperity
you seek -- the peace and pros?erity we shall share ~- will be

the peace and prosperity of all mankind. //

Once again, thank you for this warm welcome -- and-may God
bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

# # #



Document No./ X ? ?5/ 5 SS

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
J00CT 14 P3: |9

11/10/90 : _
DATE: ¢ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:_ > : 00 PM, WED., NOV. 14

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA

SUBJECT: - NOVEMBER 17, 1990
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE ‘/ O
SUNUNU O { NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT ‘/ | PORTER V O
DARMAN Lpf/ O ROGICH O O
CARD a J UNTERMEYER ja] O
CICCONI O ‘/ ROCERS y O
T — ‘/ - PINKERTON J »
FITZZWATER O \p( MERSTON 0 M
GRAY d a ——— O a
HAGIN O O O O

:L HOLIDAY 4 O O O

REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, .x2930 with a copy to this
office no later than 3:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

/A/Z/”L (’/uWk/}//Vu’VL/DQ-’ . Dq\-d/ (;\/Z"é :
Hoy wligarmitr—

/ / N / g - 7u Jam;s W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



.McGroarty/Dooley
o _-November 12, 1990.
A - . 11:30 am -
90,?10/ "Z F’H 5: l,s : [csech]

 PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
o ‘ PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990
- -xx;o_o A.M. .
Presrdent Havel. _Pres;dent Dubcek PrimevMinisters of the
Czech and Slovaklan Republlcs Members of the Assembly - and
‘the people of Czechoslovakia. // 1t lS an honor for me -- the

flrst Amerlcan Presxdent ever to visit your country -- to brlng

you. the greetlngs of the American people on this, the first

annlversary of Czechoslovakla s return to freedom. //

_ One _year ago today, in the streets and squares of thlS city,
the people of Prague gathered, flrst by twos and threes, then by
| thousands-: In the- nlght alr, an autumn chill - ln their mlnds,ﬁ

'memorles of a sprlng twenty years past.' // The Velvet
Revolutlon had begun /- | _ ' ‘
| That revolutlon succeeded w1thout a single shot. zggg
:ﬁeagons proved'fargsuperlor to any in the State'’s arsenal. In
the-face of force --'you deployed the power of principle. | (
Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a
‘thousand acts of courage --‘Czech and Slovak - emerged a slngle
-,vo;ce. - Its. message. the tlme had come to- brlng freedom home to
Czechoslovakla. // . - | |

Your revolutlon was also a renewal -- a renewal of the :
'deeply held pr1nc1ples that blnd my country to yours. .Principles

enshrined in your Declaratlon of Independence'--_wrltten_in_the .



Az-
'Unrted States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),

. your first President, srgned by Milan Stefanrk (MEE-lan SHTEH- .
fah-neek), proud Slovak patriot. Prlnciples inspired by the
ringing words of our own Jefferson, more than two centurles ago.,
| Here in cZechoslovakla, in- November of 1989, that distant |
- revolution echoed down through hlstory. At a workers’ rally --
in a place called Branik on_the ontskirtsiof’Prague --a worker,
: dressed in grimy oyeralls,‘rose to speak at the factory gate. He
began his speech to his fellow citizens with these wordsr _

"We hold these,truths to be selféevident. That'alldnen are
created equal, that they are endowed hy their'creator with . -
‘certain lnallenable rights -- and that among these are 1Lfe,
llberty and the pursult of happlness . |

On hlS VlSlt to America, speaklng to our Congress as today I
 speak to you, Pres;dent Havel recalled that moment when the worxds

of that dlstant revolution spoke in a language understood by all -

mankind: "These words inspire us all.... They inspirehus to be
citizens." //

Today, as fellowfcitizens of free'governments, we share the
fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- ﬁast and West -- stands
at;the thresho1d.of'ainew era -- an era of peace, grosgerity and
security unparalleled in thevlong histo;y-of this continent.
Today,.Enrope;s‘long<division is endingf 'Today,.once‘more---'

Czechoslovakia // is free. //
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A new‘Europe-iS‘now emerging Q-'built on.. the firm foundation_

of shared democratic principles -- a shared sense of partnerehip

" that’ made the Revolution of '89 pOSSlble. //

Czechoslovakla s‘revolutlon is over. Its renaissance has
just begun. // Your work and ours is far from complete. Your '

natlon, llke your nelghbors to the north and south, faces the

' unprecedented task of bulldlng stable democratlc rule and a

prosperous market economy on the ruins of totalxtarlanlsm.

I am here today to say at this dec151ve moment in your
hlstory that America stands with you

Amerlca stands ready to help ‘Czechoslovakia reallze the

progress and prosperlty now within reach To that end°

o Today, I will sign the flnal documents glving Czechoslovakia

Most Favored Natlon status -- the most llberal access possible to

Amerlcan markets

’L§i¥é—(0ther lnltlatlves to come: NSC. )

And let me say once again: .It is rlght that Prague -- once

on the fault line of Cold War and conflict -- now at the heart of

t - . .
~¥0vﬁyﬂf the new and united Europe -- should be the home to the Permanent

'Secretariat of the Conference on Security and’ Cooperation in .

| Europe. //

. In Paris a few days from now, the‘nations of North America
and Europe will'sign historic documents: a treaty to provide
deep reductions in conventional armed forces in Europe. [[A

~joint Declaration of Principles between the United States and the

. Européan Community.]] And a'CSCE'Summit Declaration('charting
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4
the‘future role of CSCE*in ending Europe’e diwisionx' The

,Atlantic Alllance, the essentlal guarantor of European securlty,-

has pledged itself to that same goal.
The Unlted States welcomes the. new democrac1es of central

'n.and eastern Europe fully lnto the commonwealth of free natlons.

' Working together, we can fulflll the promlse of a Europe that |
-reaches‘lts democratlc'destlny ~- a Europe that is truly whole .A .é
»and free. // | o o

But thlS long-sought reconcrllatlon wxll be lncomplete
.w1thout a vision ‘that extends bexond the boundarles of Europe | ';
alone. Now.that unltx_ls wlthln reach in EuropeAls;no tlmeffor -
our vision of chanéevto stop at the edge of this continent. //

The principles guldlng our. two nations -- the prlnclples at’
work in our two revolutlons -- are not Czech or Slovak or L '
American alone. These principles are unlversal -- rooted in the'
:love'of liberty and the rights of man. // 4

Let me draw on the_life_and writings of’Vaclav Havel to ‘make
my'point{ _Several yearsdago, Havel'wrote about the ﬁestern |
; visitors'who.cane to see your so;called "dissidents," asking how
;gez could help_your cause. He wondered'about thatiquestion -—
wondered'whylvisltors from the West couldn’t see that your cause
- was their cause,:too.'»Havelvwrote,”and I quote: "Are not my dim 3
proepectsgor my hopes his dim'prospects and hopes as well? "/ Is
not"thehdestruction of.humane in Praque a destruction'of alll
'-humanS?“_/ Is not indifference to what is happening here a

'.preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" //
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_Diséident HayeliF—.now Présidént'Hayel'---spoke,thén of a
Shéied:destinyv;- ;poké outiéf,a sure sense that the fate of ail
mankind is linked. /7 |
In tﬁat‘same spirit, let me say to. you néw thaf ouf

challenge todéy is to strengthen these common bonds. ‘To forge a
‘new Atlanfic.Qartnershiglof'shafed valués and common security --”

a ﬁore inélqsivé Atlantic community, open to‘éll who are |

dedicated to democfacy_and the rule of iaw. To build on the

successes we have achieved together, successes;that‘poiht the-way

to nothing less than a new world order -- to a new world of

freedom for all nations. //
| Cgécﬁs and-SlOVaks understand this vision and this

, cha;léﬁge. The heirs of Jan Hus (Ydﬁ HOOSE), whose statue;standé
just a few blocks'from us ;-'the_countrymen of Eq@enius~(koh-
MAIN-éefus);vthe éon'of Morévia whose name'gfaces your great
uﬁiversity at Bratislava -- have always'loékéd to the far
horizén,ltd.take their bea;ihgs_from brinciplés thét are
uﬁiveisal.-‘As'small nations, whose #ery existence demands
constant vigilance, you have,alwéfs understood that your future
depgnds not only on your own heroic actions here -- but on-the
broader principles that govern the greater world in which you
li?e; We must'fécogniZe that no peopie,.no-Conﬁinent}:can sfand
' ‘alone -- secure unto itself. Our fates -- our'fuﬁures--- are
-intertwined:: - | |

'Thatfis why our response to the'challenge in the Persian

Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
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: as well as to Europe - that we cannot turn inward, somehow \
insulate ourselves from global challenges. For those in America"
}who would retreat once again into igg;gtiggigm -~ for those on
this side of the Atlantic who believe in "Euroge for the
Eurogeans " Iraq’s brutal aggreSSLOn against Kuwait is a rude
reminder that none of us can remain secure when _aggression -
remains unchecked. //

No peoples.understand better what is at stake in;the Gulf
than Czechs and'Slovaks. You know from‘your own bitter
experience'that the'world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.t
You know the. futility and vain hope that aggressors can be
appeased.i You know the tragic consequences when nations,
confronted w1th aggreSSLOn, choose to tell themselves it is no
.concern of theirs -- ]ust a "quarrel in a far-away country
between a people of whom we know nothing v

We‘Americans, too, have learned. We know the costs -- to
ourselves, and to the whole of-Eurobe -~ of Our isolationism
after the First World War..'we know that America must resist the
temptation to consider our work complete. We muet remain
committed to the cause of - freedom in the world. //

The world s resolute action against Irag’s aggreSSion shows'
what can be achieved when Americans and Europeans work together,
in common cause with the rest of the world //

.For the first time in the post-war era == ‘the Soviet Union
is:demonstrating its commitment toAact as a constructive-force

for international stability. For the first time in the post war



"era - the Unlted Nations is: functlonlng as lts‘creators lntended
it free from ‘the ldeologlcal confrontatlon that frustrated
'collectlve action. 4

| And from thls flrst CrlSlS of the post Cold War era comes an‘
hlstorlc opportunlty -- to extend our lnternatlonal solldarrty
- and put in place the flrst foundatlons of- a new world order: an’

order based on democrac and the rule of’ law, // an order

founded in respect for human rlghts and individual llberty '//
an order dedlcated to resist aggressron and the force of arms -
and promote endurlng Lnternatlonal peace and security. /!l

| These pr1nc1ples are famlllar - They are the prrncrples'on'
whlch we have staked our futures -~ the- pr1n01ples for which we
have fought and dled -- not as fine words, but as the vegy form

.:and substance of thls -new world we seek /!l

-~

Today, I am proud to join: Czechoslovakla as it celebrates a‘
- year ln freedom. I salute you for your courage and your v1s10n:-
for all that you have endured -- and for'all you are destined to
achieve And- I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in

the center of Europe, to look beyond the conflnes of this

contlnent -= to jorn w1th your nelghbors in Europe and in. North
Amerlca to build a new world, so that the peace and prosperlty
you seek<-- the peace and prosperlty we-shall share -- will be
the peace and prosperlty of all mankrnd //

Once agaln, thank you for thlS warm welcome -; and may Godh
‘bless the people of Czechoslovakla. u

# F #
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PRESIDENTIAK:REﬂAﬁKss THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY :

. . .| PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA

.- NOVEMBER 17, 1990
. ‘XX:00 A.M.

o President Havel. ?resldent Dubcek. = Prime Mlnisters of'the |
»._ Czech and Slovakian Republlcs.i Members of”the Assembly_-f and

. the people of Czechoslovakia. // It is an honor for.me - the
first Amerlcan President ever to v1s1t your country --to brlng
you the greetlngs _.of ‘the American people on this, the first
annlversary of Czechoslovakla s- return to freedom. -//

‘One year ago today, in the streets and squares of thls cxty,'
| the people of Prague gathered -first by twos and threes,- then by
thousands. In the nlght alr, an autumn chill - ln their mlnds,
.memorles of a sprlng twenty years past. // The Velvet

Revolution had begun. ’//

‘That reVOlution.succeeded'without'a'single shot. Your

Qeagons proved far superior to’any in the State's arsenal. 1In
the faoe of force -- you.deployed the power of principle.
Agalnst a wall of lies -- you advanced-// the truth;:'Out of a
thousand‘acts of courage.-- Czech and Slovak f-'emerged a single
voice. .Its‘message: ‘the tine had come to bring rreedom'home to
Czechoslovakia. // o ‘ : |
Your revolution was also'a renewal'--.a renewal'of the .
‘deeply held prlnc1ples that blnd my . country to yours. Prlnciples

'enshrlned in your Declaratlon of Independence - wrltten in the
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United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),

your first President, Signed by Milan Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-;;A'

fah-neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principlessinspired by theA
ringing words of our own Jefferson,-more than two'centuries ago.
Here in Czechoslovakia, in November of 1989 that distant

revolution echoed down through history At a workers' rally --.
in a place called Branik on the outskirts of Prague -- a worker,
dressed in grimy overalls,-rose to speak at‘the factory4gate.ﬂ He
ibegan”his speeCh to.his fellow»citizens with'these words: _-

- "We hold these truths to.be'selfeevident.<'That all men are‘
created equal, that they are endowed by their creator:with
'certain inalienable rights ff~and‘that among these are life,

liberty and-the pursuit of happiness "

" On his VlSlt to America, . speaking -to our Congress as today I

'Aspeak to you, PreSLdent Havel recalled that moment when the words
of that distant revolution spoke in a language understood by all
mankind:' "These words inspire us all.,.{‘ They inspire us- to be
citizens." // - |

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the

fruits of our.common resolve. Europe --- East and West -- stands

at the threshold of a new era -- an era of peace, prosperity and

security'ungaralleled in the long’hiSto;y of this continent.
Today, Europe s long diViSion is ending Today, .once more --

Czechoslovakia is free. //



'”A new Europe is now emerging -- built. onrthe'firm'foundation

‘ of shared democratic ernClQles -- a. shared sense of partnership

',‘that made the Revolution of ’89 posslble. ,(/

Czechoslovak1a~s'revolutlon.ls.over. _Its renaissance*has
'_just begun;‘r// Your work and‘ours.is far from complete. Your
nation, like your'neighbors_to the north and south. faces the
unprecedented task of buildinglstabLe democratic.rule and a
prosperous market economy on-the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say at thls decrslve moment in your -
hlstory that America stands with you.

Amerlca stands ready to help Czechoslovakla reallze the

‘progress and prosperlty now within reach. To that end: -

o o» Today, . I wrll sign the flnal documents giv1ng Czechoslovakla

.Most Favored Natlon .status -- the. most llberal access posslble to
‘Amerlcan markets. ' |
o- (Other lnltlatlves to come:’ NSC‘)‘

And- let me. say once agaln. It is rlght that Prague -- once
on the faultjiine of Cold War and conflict --'now at the heart of
the new and united Europe ;-lshOuld be the home.to‘the‘Permanent ,
Secretarrat of the Conference on.Security'and Cooperation inl '
Europe._ /1 | - |
' In Parls a few days from now, the nations of North Amerlca
;and Europe w111-51gn hlstorlc documents. a treaty to prov1de
.deep reductlons ‘in conventlonal armed forces in Europe. “[IA
joint Declaratlon of.Prlnc;ples between the United States and the

European.Community.]] And a CSCE Summit Declaration, charting
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the future role of CSCE in endlng Europe s lelSlon4 The
Atlantic Alllance, the essentlal guarantor of -European securlty,
has pledged itself to that same goal.‘

_The Unlted States welcomes the new democracxes of central
.and ‘eastern Europe fully lnto the commonwealth of free natlons.
‘JWorklng together, we can fulfill the promise of a Europe that .
reaches ltS democratlc destlny -~ a Europe that is trulz whole
Aand free. //‘ \ '

But this long-sought reconciliaticn will be,incomplete‘
wlthout a visionﬂthat extends bexond the boundaries of‘Europe'g
glggé._ Now that unitx’is within-reach ln Europe is-no'timeffor-
our vision of change to stop at the edge of thls contlnen .

The przncrples guldlng our two natlons - the pr1nc1ples at
'work in our two revolutlons -- are not Czech or 810vak or.
Amerlcan alone. These pr1nc1ples are unlversal - rooted in the

love of libertx and the rights of man. // .

\ Let me draw on the life and wrltlngs of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors:who came to see your so-called "dlss1dents," asklng how -
they could helpvyour<cause. He wondered about that question -
;wondered-why visitors from thefWeSt.couldn't see that your cause
was thelr cause;'too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not _z dim
prospects or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? / 1Is
_not the ‘destruction of humans ln Prague a destructlon of all
humans? ./ Is not lndlfference to what is happenlng here a

preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" s
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Dlssldent Havel - now PreSLdent Havel - spoke then of a
shared destiny - spoke out of a sure sense that the fate'of-all
'“manklnd is. linked -// | .

In that same Splrlt, let me say to you now thattour '
challenge today is to strengthen these common bonds. To forge atn
new Atlantic partnershlp of sharedﬂvalues and common security----
a_norepinclusive_htlantic community,"open to all who:are' _

.dedlcated to‘denocracy and'the'rule of law, To build on the

successes we have achieved together,.successes‘that'point the way

.topnothing less than a new world order -- to a new world of
'vfreedom for all nations. '//4 B
_ Czechs and Slovaks understand thlS vision and thlS
challenge. The helrs of Jan Hus (Yon HOOSE), whose statue stands‘y
;just a- few ‘blocks from us ---the countrymen of . Comenlus (Koh-"
MAIN-e e-us), the son of Morav1a whose name graces your great
‘hunlverSLty at Bratlslava.-- have always looked to the far
horizon, to take their bearlngs from pr1nc1ples that are
'unlversal._-As,small nations, whose‘very‘exlstence demands
constant vigilance, you have always understood-that your future -
depends not only on your own heroxc actlons here -- but on the
.broader ernCLQleS that govern the greater world in whlch you :
,llve..-We must recognlze that no people, no Contlnent, ‘can stand
talone.--'secure unto ltself. Our fates -~ our'futures -- are
intertwined.’ | | ' y
That'is why our response to the:challenge'in the Persian

Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America



k]as well as to Europe -- that we. cannot turn 1nward, somehow .
Lnsulate ourselves from global challenges. ~For those in Amerlca
'.who would retreat once agaln lnto lsolatlonlsm - for those on
thlS 51de of the Atlantlc who~be11eve 1n "Europe for the
‘Europeans " Iraq s brutal aggreSSLOn against Kuwalt lS a rude

remlnder that none of us_can remain gecure when aggressron
remains uncheckgg //

No peoples understand better what is at stake in. the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks., You know from your own bitter '
experlence that the world cannot ‘turn a bllnd eye to. aggress;on.
You know the futlllty and vain hope that aggressors can be '~
.appeased. You know the tragicfconsequences when natlons,
confronted with aggression, choose,to'tell themselves it ls no
.concern ofgtheirsﬂfh.just a'fquarrel“in a_far-away country
“between a peopleEOf'whom-wefknow_nothlng 4
| We Americans,itoo, have learned. We know the costs -=- to
ourselves, and to the whole of Europe -- of our lsolatlonlsm
after the First World War. We know that Amerlca must resist the
temptation to consider our work complete. We must remain
' committed to the cause of'freedom in the world. //
| The world’s resolute actlon against Iraq s -aggression shows‘
what can be achleved when Americans and Europeans work together,
:'Ln common cause w1th the rest of the world.»_//. -

.For‘the first:time’in'the post-war era'-é the Soviet Union =
is demonstratlng ltS commltment to act as a constructlve force

for.lnternatlonal stablllty. For the flrst tlme in ‘the post -war
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era--- the Unlted Natlons is functlonlng as ltS creators lntended

lt.  free from the ldeologlcal confrontatlon that frustrated

collectlve actlon

. And from thls flrst cr1s15 of the post-Cold War era comes an

“ historic opportunlty - to extend our lnternatlonal solldarlty '

_and put Ln place the flrst foundatlons of a new world order. an

order based on democracy and the rule of law /7 an order
founded in respéct for human rights and 1nd1v1dual liberty; //

an order dedicated to_resist'aggression'and the force of'arms -

~and promote enduring international peace and security. //

These pr1nc1ples are famlllar They are the'principles on.

whlch we have staked our futures --.the principles for whlch we

Vhave fought and died - not as’flne words, . but as the ve;y-form

:_and substance'of this new WOrld we'seek //

BN

Today, I am proud to ]Oln Czechoslovakla as it celebrates a

-yaar in freedom.' I salute you for’ your courage and your v1slon.

for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destlned to

'achleve.‘ And I challenge you, as you take your rlghtful place in .

the‘center of Europe, to look beyond the conflngg of this
continent -- to join with your neighbors in ﬁurope and in North
Amerlca to buildha new norld, so that the peace and prosperity
you seek -- the peace and prosperlty we shall share -- WLll be
the peace and prosperlty of all mankind. A

- Once again, thank you for this warm welcome --. and nay God '

.: bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

P
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. ,,PRESlDEﬁTIAL'REthKS€ THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
, S " PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990 :
XX:OQ A.M.. -
j'President(Haveli' Presldent Dubcek. Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Slovakian Repuhllcs; -Members of the Assembly -- and
the‘people of Czechoelovakia. ‘// It is an ‘honor for me -- the
first Amerlcan Presldent ever to v1s1t your country -= to brlng
you the greetlngs of the Amerlcan people on this, the first
annlversary of-Cgechoslovakla s return to freedom. // 4
-One‘year ago today, ‘in the streets-and squaresiof'this city,'
~the people of Prague gathered, flrst by’ twos and threes, then by ,
thousands. ' In the nlght alr, an autumn ch111 -- in thelr mlnds,
memoriesfof a sprlng_twenty~years past. /7 The Velvet
Revolution had begun. // ”
That revolution:succeeded withoutla single‘shot. Your
'weagons proved far superior to any in the State’s arsenal. '15

the face of force - you deployed the. gower of ernclgle

Against a<wall of lles - you advanced // the truth. Out of a
thousand acts of courage‘-- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

vo;ce. Its message: . the tlme had_come to brlng freedom home to

Czechoslovakla..'//
_ Your revolutlon was also a renewal -— a- renewal of the
'deeply held prlnc;ples that bind my country to yours. Pr1nc1ples

enshrined'in your Declaration of Independence -- written in the,
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United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
your first President, signed by Milan Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-
fah-neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired by the
ringing words of our owﬁj?gg;g;son, more than two centuries ago.

Here in Czechoslovakia, in November of 1989, that distant
revolution echoed down through history. At a workers’ rally --
in a place called Branik on the outskirts of Prague -- a worker,
dressed in grimy overalls, rose to speak at the factory gate. He
began his speech to his fellow citizens with these words:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident. That all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with
certain inalienable rights -- and that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness."

On his visit to America, speaking to our Congress as today I
speak to you, President Havel recalled that moment'when the words.

of that distant revolution spoke in a language understood by all

mankind: "These words inspire us all.... They inspire us to be
citizens." //

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the

fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West -- stands
at the threshold of a new era -- an _era of peace, prosperity and

security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

Today, Europe’s long division is ending. Today, once more --

Czechoslovakia // is free. //




:3’ ' | '“1_5_-”,,, o : o
_ A new Europe'ls now emerglng - bullt on. the firm foundatlon o
3of shared democratic prrncrgles -- a shared sense of partnerghip
that made the Revolution of ’89 possrble., //. -

Czechoslovakla s revolutlon is over. 1Its renaissance has
just begun. //"Your work'and:ours is far from-compietety four
nation}'like:yourlneighbors to the north and south, faces the
unprecedented task of building stahle democratic rule.and.a ;
prosperous'market economy’on the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say at thls dec1s1ve moment in your -
—hlstory that America. stands w1th you. | y

America stands ready to help Cgechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperfty now within reach;f To that end:l .
' o;' Today, I nill sign_the final documents givfnglcsechos10vakia-
Most Favored.Nation,status ---the most 1ibera1‘access possible to
'.American markets. r . 3 B N
6" (dther;initiatfvesﬂto come: NQC.)

And let me say once again: . Itdis right.that Prague--- once ,
on the fault line'of Cold War and conflict -- now at the heart of
the new and unlted Europe -- should be the home to the Permanent |
Secretariat of the Conference on Securlty and Cooperatlon in
_Europe. A/ ' |

In Paris a few .days ‘from now, the natlons of North Amerlca
and Europe w111 sign hlstorlc documents' a treaty to provxde
Edeep reductlons ln conventlonal armed forces in Europe. [[A'f‘
jornt Declaratlon_oflPr1nc1ples between the Unlted States and the .

.EuropeanfCommunity.]]' And a CSCE SummitiDeclaration,'charting“_



the future role of CSCE rn endlng Europe s drvrsron.. The
-Atlantic Allrance, the essentlal guarantor of European securlty, _ %
has pledged Ltself to that same goal - ' J

The Unlted States welcomes the new democracres of central
and eastern Europe fully lnto the commonwealth of free natlons..
Worklng_together, we can fulflll the promise of a Europe‘that
_reaches~its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is trulxiwhole
and free. - //- o » | |

But thlS long-sought reconcrllatron w111 be lncomplete

w1thout a vision that extends bexond the boundarles of - Europe o
' alone. Now that unltz is WLthln reach in Europe is no tlme for

_our vision of _chan e to stop at the edge of thlS contrnent. /o
The prlncrples guldlng our two natlons -- ‘the prrncrples at
vwork ln our tWO revolutlons -- are not Czech or Slovak or
Amerlcan alone. These pr1nc1ples are unlversal - rooted in thevf
love of llbertx and the rights of man. ”// |
- Let-me draw on the life and wrltrngs of Vaclav Havel to make
my pornt. Several years ago,. Havel wrote about the Western
 visitors who came to see your so-called "dissidents, " asklng how
_they could help your cause. He wondered about that’ questlon -
wondered why v1s1tors from the West couldn’ t see that your cause
was thelr cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not m _x dlm
prospects or my hopes hrs dim prospects and hopes as well? / 1Is
not- the destructlon of humans in Prague a destructlon of all o
humans? :/' Is not lndlfference to what is happenrng here a

-_preparatlon for the same. kind of misery elsewhere?" /[
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Dissident Havel -- now President Havel -- spoke then of a
shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked. //
In that same spirit, let me say to you now that our
challenge today is to strengthen these common bonds. To forge a

Wt s

shared values and common securitylzz
open to all who—aresds( .o,y

dedicated to democracy and the rule of law. To build on the

successes we have achieved together, successes that point the way

to nothing less than a new world order -- to a new world of

freedom for all nations. //

Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this
challenge. The heirs of Jan Hus (Yon HOOSE), whose statue stands
just a few blocks from us -- the countrymen of Cogenius (Koh-
MAIN-ee-us), the son of Moravia whose namevgraces your greét
university at Bratislava -- have always looked to the far
horizon, to take their bearings from principles that are
universal. As small nations, whose very existence demands
constant vigilance, you have always understood that your future
depends not only on your own heroic actions here -- but on the

broader principles that govern the greater world in which you

live. We must recognize that no people, no Continent, can stand
alone -- secure unto itself. Our fates -- our futures -- are
intertwined.

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian

Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America



.G.d | | |
as well asAto Europe -éithat we-cannot turn inward, somehow
vlnsulate ourselves from global challenges._'For.those in'AmeriCav
:who would - retreat once again lnto lsolatlonlsm -- for those on

M,,Lol

‘ Europeans * IraqQ’s brutal aggresslon agalnst Kuwalt lS a. rude -

o

» thlS side of the Atlantlc who belleve ln "Europe for the

remlnder that none of us can remain secure when aggressron
~rema1ns unchecked // ' ' '

No peoples understand better what is at stake in the Gulf

' ~than.Czechs and Slovaks. 'You know from your own bltter

experlence that the world cannot turn a’ bllnd eye to aggressxon.A
You know the futility and vain hope that aggressors can be
'appeased. You know the traglc consequences when natlons,

confronted w1th aggressron, choose to ‘tell themselves it lS no

concern of thelrs -- Just a "quarrel 1n a far-away country
'Jbetween a people of whom we know nothlng " // |
We Amerlcans, too, have learned.' We know the costs - to

ourselves, and to the whole of Europe -- of our lsolatlonlsm
after the First World War.' We know that Amerlca must resist the
temptatlon to consrder our- work complete. we must remain
committed ‘to the cause of freedom in the world. //

The world's resolute actlon agalnst Irag’s aggressron shows
what can be achleved when Amerlcans and Europeans work together,
“in common cause w1th the rest of the world '//

' For the first time in’ the post-war era -- the Sov1et Unlon
is demonstratlng ltS commltment to act as a constructlve force

for lnternatlonal stabrllty For the first time ln the post war
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' 'EER free. from-the ldeological confrontatlonxtha;_fznstxéigd

[eC v ctior

'And.from,this first‘crlsls of the post;Cold-WarAera comes an
historic‘opportunity -- to extend our'international'solidarity
and put in;place the.first foundations of a new world order: " an
. order based on demdcracy and'the rule of laﬁf-'// an order
‘-founded in resgect for human rights and 1nd1v1dual llberty //
an order dedlcated to wwme—mrc_eﬁ_ums -
and promote endurlng lnternatlonal peace and securlty._ 7/,

These pr1nc;ples are-famlllar. They are the prlnCLples on
which we have staked our futures -- the pr;ncxples for whlch we

 have fought and dled - not ‘as fine words, but as the very form

‘and substance of thls new. world we seek. //:

| Today, I am- proud to JOln Czechoslovakla as 1t celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your v1s10n.-'
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destlned to

achleve._ And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in

" the center of Europe, toilook-beYQndﬁthe confines of this
continent {- to.join.with your neighbors in Europe and in'North
. America to build a new world;_so thatfthe peace and prosperity
» you‘seek —- the peace and_prOSperltyfwe shall share -- will be
__the peace and prosperity of all'manklnd | /7

Once agaln, thank you for thls warm welcome - and may God
bless the people of Czechoslovakla

¥ % 4
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990
XX:00 A.M.

President Havel. President Dubcek. Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Slovakian Republiés. Members of the Assembly -- and
the people of Czechoslovakia. // 1It is an hoﬁOr for me -- the
first American President ever to visit your country -- to bring
you-the greétings of the American people on this, the first
anniversary of Czechoslovakia‘s return to freedom. //

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of:this city,
the people of Prggue gathered, first by twos and threes, then by
thouéands._ In the night air, an autumn.chill --:;n their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past. // The Velvet
Revolution had begqun. // | .

That revolution succeeded without a Single shot. Your

weapons proved far superior to any in the State’s arsenal. In

the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.

Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a
thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. //
Your revolution was also a renewal -- a renewal of the
deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles

enshrined in your Declaration of Independence -- written in the
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United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
your first President, signed by Milan Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-
fah-neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired by the
ringing words of our own*J%g?gﬁion, more than two centuries ago.

Here in Czechoslovakia, in November of 1989, that distant
revolution echoed down through history. At a workers’ rally --
in a place called Branik on the outskirts of Prague -- a worker,
dressed in grimy overalls, rose to speak at the factory gate. He
began his speech to his fellow citizens with these words:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident. That all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with
certain inalienable rights -- and that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness."

On his visit to America, speaking to our Congress as today I

speak to you, President Havel recalled that moment when the words

of that distant revolution spoke in a language understood by all

mankind: “These words inspire us all.... They inspire us to be
citizens." //

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the
fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West -- stands

at the threshold of a new era -- an era of peace, prosperity and

security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

Today, Europe’s long division is ending. Today, once more --

Czechoslovakia // is free. //
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A new Europe is nbw emerging -- built on the firm foundation

of ‘'shared democratic principles -- a shared sense of partnership
that made the Revolution of ‘89 possible. //

Gzechoslovak;a's revolution is.over. Its renaissance has
just bequn. // Your work and ours is far from complete. Your
nation, like your neighbors to the north and south, faces the
unprecedenﬁed task of building stable democratic rule and a
prospe;ous_market economy on the ruins of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say at this decisive moment in &ou£~
history that America stands with you.

America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
| progress and'prosperity now within reach. To that end:

6 Today, I will sign the final docuﬁents giving Czechoslovakia
Most Favored Nation status -- the most-liberal écqess possible to
American markets. | |

o (Other initiatives to come: NSC.)

And let me say once again: It is right that Prague -- once
on the fault line of Cold War and conflict -- now'at the heart of
the new and united Europe -- should be the home to the Permanent
Secretariat of the Conference on Security and’quperation in
Europe. //

In Paris a few‘days from now, the nations of quth‘America
and Europe will sign'bistoric documents: a treaﬁy to provide"
deep'reductions in conventional armed forces in Eufbpe. [fa
joint Declaration of Principles between the United States and the

European Community.]] And a CSCE Summit Declaration, charting
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the future rqle.of CSCE in ending.Eﬁrope's division. The
Atlantic Alliance, the essential guarantor of European security,
has pledged itself to that same goal.

The United States welcomes the new democracies of central
and eastern Europe fully into the commonwealth of free nations.
Working together, we can fulfill the promise of a Europe that
reaches its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is truly whole
and free. //

But this long-sought reconciliation will be incomplete

without a vision that extends beyond the boundaries of Europe
aldne. Now that unity is within reach in Europe is no time for
our vision of change to stop at the e edge of this continent. //

The principles guiding our two nations -- the principles at

work in our two revolutions -- are not Czech or Slovak or
American alone. These principles are universal -- rooted in the
love of libertx and the rights of man. //

Let me draw on the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Sevefal years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors who came to see your so-called "dissidents," asking how
;ggx_could help your cause. He woqdered about that question =-
wondered why visitors from the West couldn’t see that yoﬁr cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects_or'my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? / 1Is
not the destruction of humans in Praque a destruction of all

humans? / Is not indifference to what is happening here a

preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" //
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Dissident Havel -~ now Pres;dent Havel - spoke then of a
shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind- is linked. //
In that same spirit, let me say to you now that our
challenge today is to strengthen these common bonds. To forge e

Nahosg Lonesa .,
new-Atiantlé}Eertnershlg~e£~shared values and common security s-—f-

Oe

a=-mere-.inclusive.Atlantic community;~open to all who are

- dedicated to democracy and the rule of law. To build on the
successes we have achieved together, successes that point the way

to hothing less than a new world order -- to a new world of

freedom for all nations. //

Czechs and Slovaks understand this vision and this
-challenge. The heirs of Jan Hus (Yon HOOSE), whose statue stands
just a few blocks from us -- the coﬁntrymen of Comenius (Koh-
MAIN-ee-us), the son of Moravia whose name graces}your'great
~university at Bratislava -- have aiways looked to the far
horizen,.to take their bearings from principlee:that are
universal. As small nations; whose>very existence demands
constant vigilance, you have-alweys understood that your future
depends not only on YOur own heroic actions here -- but on the
broader principles that govern the greater world in which you
live. We must recognize thaf no people, no‘Contineﬁt, can stand
alone -- secure ﬁnto‘itself. Our fates - our fuﬁures'-- are
intertwined.

'That is why our response to the ehallenge in the Persian:

Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
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as well as to Europe -- that we éggggg turn 1nward, somehow
ihsula;é ourselves from globél challenges. For those in America
who would retreat once Again into isolationism -- for those on

this side of the Atlantic who believe in "Europe for the aﬁ}DLés

DY/ A

Europeans," Iraqg’s brutal aggression against Kuwait is a-rude .

reminder that none of us can remain secure when aggression
remains unchecked. // )

No peoples understand bette;_whaf is at stake in the Gulf
than‘Czechs and Slovaks. You know from your‘own bitter
experience.that the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.
You know the futility and vain hope that aggressors can be
appeaséd. You know the tragié consequences when nations,
confronted with aggréssion, choose to tell themselves it is no
concern of.their§ -- Just a "quarrel in a far-away country
betweén a'people'of‘whom we know nothing." //

‘We Aﬁericans, too, héve learned. We know the costs‘-- to
ourselves, and tb the whole of Europe -- of our isolationism
after the First World War. We know that America must resist the
temptation to consider ouf work'complete. We must remain
.committed to the cause of freedom in the world. //

- The world’s resolute action against Iraqg’s aggression shows
what can be achieved when Amé:icans and Europeahs work together,
in common cauSe with the rest of the world. //

For the first time in the post-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstrating its commitment to act as a constructive force

for international stability. For the first time in the post war
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(:L(';’vi )"f;,*. .
era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creators intended |\

. 1947
St free from ##@ ideological confrontation that—frustrated-
qu&éctiv@“actigg;;&

And from this first crisis of the post-Cold War era comes an
historic opportunity -- to extend our international solidarity

and put in place the first foundations of a new world order: an

order based on democracy and the rule of law; // an order

founded in respect for human rights and individual liberty; //
an order dedicated to resist aggression and the force of arms --
and promote enduring international peace and security. //

These principles are familiar. They are the principles on

which we have staked our futures -- the principles for which we
have fought and died -- not as fine words, but as the very form

and substance of this new world we seek. //

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in

the center of Europe, to look beyond the confines of this

continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North

America to build a new world, so that the peace and prosperity

you seek -- the peace and prosperity we shall share -- will be

the peace and prosperity of all mankind. //

Once again, thank you for this warm welcome -- and may God
bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

# # #
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President Havel. President Dubcek. Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Slovakian Republics. Members of the Assembly -- and
the people of Czechoslovakia. // It is an honor for me -- the
first Americaﬁ President ever to visit your country -- to bring

you the greetings of the American people on this, the first

anniversary of Czechoslovakia’s return to freedom. //

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of this city,
the people of Prague gathered, first by twos and threes, then by
thousands. In the night air, an autumn chill -- in their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past;. // The Velvet
Revolution had begun. //

That revolution succeeded without a single shot. ﬁ;euf

i

-
the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.
Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a
thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. //
Your revolution was also a renewal -- a renewal of the
deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles
|ssueel

enshrined in your Declaration of Independence -- w=itten in the

United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
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and
your first President, &igmed—by Milan Stefanik (MEE~lan SHTEH-

fah-neek), proud Slovak patriot. Principles inspired by the
ringing words of our own Jefferson, more than two centuries ago.
Generations of Americans, Czechs and Slovaks sustained these
common bonds. In the battle to defeat Nazi tyranny, America
stood with the courageous Czech and Slovak partisans, fighting
for freedom. Through the long dark decades after 1948, we --
like you -- refused to accept Europe’s division. Through Radio

Free Europe and the Voice of America, we held aloft the ideal of

truth -- we spoke a common language of hope. . :
Last fAyear in Jer , L eaded fo Hes E%;i:f‘**‘
At long last, the grlp of the dJ.ctators wea ened Sfl'_k‘_ m‘om' ’ M“L
. . . hes afrived
Czechoslovakia seized its chance to rise up -- to reclaim your

rights as a free people and sovereign nation. //

Today, as fellow citizens of free governments, we share the

fruits of our common resolve. Europe -- East and West -~ stands

at the threshold of a new era -- an _era of peace, prosperity and
.security unparalleled in the long history of this continent.

Today, Europe’s long division is ending. Today, once more --

Czechoslovakia // is free. //

A new Europe is now emerging -- built on the firm foundation

of shared democratic principles -- a shared sense of partnership
that made the Revolution of ’89 possible. //

Czechoslovakia'’s revolution is over. Its renaissance has

just bequn. // Your work and ours is far from complete. Your

nation, like your neighbors to the north and south, faces the
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unprecedented task of building stable democratic rule and a
rom rubble
prosperous market economy o the ruims of totalitarianism.

I am here today to say that we will not fail you in this
decisive moment. America will stand with you. To that end:
o America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperity now within reach. Today, our two

countries will sign agreements giving Cczechoslovakia the fullest

access to American markets, American investment and American

technology. //
; O To meet Czechoslovakia’s critical needs, the United States
/ f‘om—f‘f—&wmc k;g.;hu‘_ﬁ- o 8 270 mmdlliom

. 3 will extend’$58-—million dollars—in—immediatefimanciat
'\—9‘-’ Comami Hcd h ctotrel a~d e=shern EU¢’,(,Z: FZ W-—a,-;/#

i antla +o crente ~ 46

T will se<k & rizading frw. Owd C»}:c!f i Cud...r:v

ng%%///—e——qlln response to this region’s severe energy problems, We /mefice
Eh——“ﬁr’rn‘f

expect the IMF -- at our initiative -- to lend up to $5 billion fu~

/71—5 central pod ebstten Enrope
in 1991, and the World Bank #e commit an additional $9 billion

-)".J‘&& LL\)I”

over the next ewe- years. //

o In addition to these economic initiatives, we seek to renew
the free and open exchange denied our peoples for so many years.
I am pleased to announce the reopening of the American consulate
in Bratislava in the Republic of Slovakia. And I am gratified
that your Government and my country’s Institute for East-West
Security Studies will soon open a European Studies Center in
Stirin [STEER-zheen] -- an important partnership of the intellect
between European and American scholars. //

o And let me say once again: Prague should be the home to the

Permanent Secretariat of the Conference on Security and
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Cooperation in Europe. In Paris, I expect to find unanimous
support for this initiative. // It is right that this city --
once on the fault line of Cold War and confiict -- now at the
heart of the new and united Europe -- play a central role as the
CSCE seeks to expand the frontiers of freedom in Europe. //

At the Paris Summit of the CSCE, the nations of North
Ameriea'and Europe will sign historic documents: a treaty to
provide deep reductions in conventional armed forces in Europe.
—- and a CSCE Summit Declaration, charting the future role of
CSCE in ending Europe’s division. The Atlantic Alliance, the
essential guarantor of European security, has pledged itself to

R "’2“-—5 Contirets Pecone:lietlon 1§ o;J.) fqr

oﬁ a 4(‘ UnS-.;\-K)r our wWorldl -- VST o
A w“—»&(\ "irks‘/c m+’° ;LA-/‘{.

v/

that same -goal.

t reaches its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is trﬂfgf

wh;EE\and free. // The United States welcomes the né&

commonwealth of freedom -- a moral communit
dedication to free ideals. //

This commonwe;}th rests upon fodr cornerstones:
\-

An unshakeable bel'j.e:g in th€ dignity and rights of man --

overnment derives its power from

and its corollary: that u"t

the people. That men and women" everywhere must be free to enijoy

the fruits of theif labor. And that the rule of law must govern

nations. //

the conduct
But-fhis long-sought community will be incomplete without a

vigibn that extends beyond the boundaries of Eﬁfoge alone. Now
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that unity is within reach in Europe is no time for our vision of

change to stop at the e of this continent:— //

7 These principles are universal -- rooted in the

l, IL —_—
Let mé draﬁ on the life and writings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors who came to see your so-called "dissidents,” asking how
they could help your cause. He wondered about that question --
wondered why visitors from the West couldn’t see that your cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects or my hopes his dim prospects and hopes as well? / 1Is
not the destruction of humans in Praggé a destruction of all
humans? / 1Is not indifference to what is happening here a
preparation for the same kind of misery elsewhere?" //

Dissident Havel -- now President Havel -- spoke then of a

shared destiny -- spoke out of a sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked. // |

Czechs and Slovaks understand this wvision and this
challenge. The heirs of Jan Hus (Yon HOOSE), whose statue stands
just a few blocks from us -- the countrymen of Comenius (Koh-
MAIN-ee-us), the son of Moravia whoge naﬁé'graces your great
univeréity at Bratislava -- have always looked to the far
horizon, to take their bearings from principles that are

‘universal. As small nations, whose very existence demands -
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constant vigilance, you have alwéys understood that your future
depends not only on your own heroic actions here -- but on the
broader principles that govern the greater world in which you
live. We must recognize that no people, no Continent, can stand

alone -- secure unto itself. Our fates'-- our futures -- are

intertwined.

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian
Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America
as well as to Europe -- that we cannot turn iﬁward, somehow
insulate ourselves from global challenées. Iraq’s brutal
aggression against Kuwait is a rude reminder that none of us can
remain secure when aggression remains unchecked. //

No peoples understand better what is at stake in the Gulf
than Czechs and Slovaks. You know from your own bitter
experience that the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.
You know the futility and wvain hope that aggressors can be

~ - ag Ewrope’s Suffering S€Cas ot~

appeased. You know
las#— ‘)(Jvuu( s -~ Europe,a_a.: M«-r'l- M I'ESp.e.M" -ﬁr I'f.r




The world’s resolute action against Iraq’s aggression shows

what can be achieved when Americans and Europeans work together,

in common cause with the rest of the world. 3 //

= - [J1& - et =t ~ = ~ - = —rT a)s

)
)
D

. fer—internationat—stability. > For the first time in the post war
era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creators intended

it: free from the ideological confrontation that frustrated

collective action.—- defermincd. v see ofs values defended .

an order founded
liberty; // an order
dedicated to resis‘;.: N i 2—Ke force of arms -- and

These principles a.m.lj.\ar. They are the principles on

which we have sta¥ed our futures =~ the principles for which we

have fou and died -- not as fine 'i»io::fds, but as the very form
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Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakia as it celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all you are destined to
achieve. And I challenge you, as you take your rightful place in
the center of Europe, to look bevond the confines of this
continent -~ to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North
America to build a true commonwealth of freedom, so that the
peace and prosperity you seek -- the peace and prosperity we
shall share -- will be the peace and prospeiity of all mankind.

Once again, thank you for this warm welcome -- and may God
bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

$ % 4



INSERT
Europe should now take responsibility tp share in the leadership
of freedom. The creation of a Europe whole and free was only
possible because of the ideals we hold for humanity. Across this
- continent, and across the Atlantic, we have created a moral

community. We have founded a commonwealth of freedom bound by

these principles and embracing our hopes for the whole world.

We are bound in this partnership by four convictions:
-~ We believe in the fundamental dignity and rights of men and

women. -
== We believe that(éovernments receive their power from the v

| peopl%)and must be accountable to them.

- We believe that people should be able to enjoy the fruits of
théir labor —-(éhat pProsperity comes from freeing human)s”
potential.

== And we believe that government and nations must live by a

rule of law as a condition of human progress.

These are the values for which America and Europe must stand --

and stand together.

The new Europe is of course still incomplete. It is right and
natural to think of how to build the new democracies of Central
and Eastern Europe, of designing structures for a more secure
Europe, and of extending liberty throughout this continent.

But as Europe’s bright future unfolds, it must also look outward

== as a leader in the commonwealth of freedom.



Continued ‘
This commonwealth is open to all who accept the(E;I;_;;‘I;ﬁ and

the supremacy of human dignity Z:%e wish to encoura%_fghe Soviet

Union and others to go forward, difficult as the course may seem{]
They will find our community ready to welcome them and to help

them as they commit themselves to freedom.

Thus we are emerging from a long Cold War between East and West.
The world has never been so full of promise. But our
commonwealth and peoples elsewhere remain threatened by

governments which scorn our wvalues.

]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
NOVEMBER 17, 1990
12:20 P.M.

President Havel. President Dubcek. Prime Ministers of the
Czech and Slovakian Republics. Members of the Assembly -- and
the people of Czechoslovakia. // It is an honor for me -- the
first American President ever to visit your country -- to bring

you the greetings of the American people on this, the first

anniversary of Czechoslovakia’s return to freedom. //

One year ago today, in the streets and squares of this city,
the people of Prague gathered, first by twos and threes, then by
thousands. 1In the night air, an autumn chill -- in their minds,
memories of a spring twenty years past. // The Velvet
Revolution had begun. //

That revolution succeeded without a single shot. Your

weapons proved far superior to any in the State’s arsenal. 1In

the face of force -- you deployed the power of principle.
Against a wall of lies -- you advanced // the truth. Out of a
thousand acts of courage -- Czech and Slovak -- emerged a single

voice. Its message: the time had come to bring freedom home to

Czechoslovakia. //

Your revolution was also a renewal -- a renewal of the

deeply held principles that bind my country to yours. Principles
enshrined in your Declaration of Independence -- issued in the

United States in 1918 by Thomas Masaryk (TOE-mas MAS-ah-rick),
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your first Presideﬂt, and Milan ‘Stefanik (MEE-lan SHTEH-fah-

neek), proud Slovak patrlot. - Principles inspired‘by the ringing
words of our own Thomas Jefferson, more than two centuries ago.

Generations of Americans, Czechs and Slovaks sustained these
common bonds. In the battle to defeat Nazi tyranny, Amerlca
stood with the courageous Czech“and Slovak‘partisans, fighting
for freedom. Through the long dark decades after 1948, we --

like you -- refused to accept Europe's division. Through Radio
| ‘ H |
Free Europe- and the V01ce of Amerlca,,we held aloft the ideal of

1
'w‘lfl ot l“;'

truth -- we' spoke a common language of hope.< //} ‘

At long last, the grlp of the dlctators weakened
! - 9
Czechoslovakla‘selzed 'its chance to rise up --lto réclaim your
H S .
rights as a free people and soverelqn natlon.q'//

?l"--L ) '
‘Today, ds fellow c1tlzens of free governments, ‘we share the
| .. ; [ 'vl i
fruits of our common-resolve;f Europe —~— East and West -- stands

x
4

at the threshold.of a new era -—lan era of'peace, prosperity and

i

security un p“r lleled 1n!the lonc hlstorv of thlS ‘continent.
: ..,,3|

Today, Europe' ilong d1v1s10n is | endlng Today, once more -—-

. "l‘. i
Czechoslovakia' // is free. // q . i*?

dya o '

A new Europe is'now emergingi-—“built“on'the firm foundation

of shared democratlc pr1n01oles #7 a shared sense of partnership
i !

that made the Revolutlon of '89 poss1ble. //

|
Czechoslovakla s revolutlon is over.{ Its renalssance has

S A ."'Q.'

i !
just bequn. // Your work and.ours is far from complete. Your

‘ <4
“ HI ?v_g“)(:‘.‘) !ll |

' [ J
nation, like! your nelghbors to the north and south faces the

- |.‘ (’ ' , H | A
i i | L
| \ o .




3
unprecedented task of building stable democratic rule and a
prosperous market economy on the ruins of totalitarianism.
I am here today to say that we will not fail you in this

decisive moment. America will stand with you. To that end:

o America stands ready to help Czechoslovakia realize the
progress and prosperity now within reach. Today, our two
countries will sign agreements giving Czechoslovakia the fullest

access to American markets, American investment and American

technology. //

o To meet Czechoslovakia’s critical needs, the United States

will extend prompt economic assistance from the $370 million

dollars now committed to Central and Eastern Europe for the
coming year. In addition, I will urge our Congress to authorize

a $60 million dollar Czechoslovak-American Enterprise Fund. //

o) We also welcome the active involvement of the American

private sector. I am pleased to see that, yesterday, your

government entered into a promising, multi-million dollar joint
venture with Bell Atlantic and U.S. West to modernize your
country’s communications network. // I am sure this will be the
first of many large-scale investments in the future of a free
Czechoslovakia. //

o In response to this region’s severe enerqy problems, we

expect the IMF -- at our initiative -- to lend up to $5 billion

in 1991 to Central and Eastern Europe, and the World Bank will

commit an additional $9 billion over the next three years. //
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(o} In addition to these economic initiatives, we seek to renew
the free and open exchange denied our peoples for so many years.

I am pleased to announce the reopening of the American consulate

!

in Bratislava in the Republic ofgslovakia -- and later this

month, the selection of a site for our new Cutural Center in

Prague. Our newly-established International Media Fund promises

to contribute expertise and encouragement to your nation’s free
and independent media. And I am gratified that your Government
and my country’s Institute for East-West Security Studies will

soon open a EBuropean Studies Center in Stirin [STEER-zheen] -- an

important partnership of the intellect between European and
American scholars. '//

And let me say once again: Prague should be the home to the
Permanent Secretariat of the Conférence onESecurity and
Cooperation in Eu;ope. In Parig; I expect to find unanimous
support for this initiative. // It is right that this city --
once on the fault line of Cold Wér and conflict -- now at the
heart of the new and united Europe -- play a central role as the
CSCE seeks to expénd the frontiers of freedom in Europe. //

At the Paris Summit of the CSCE, the nations of North

America and Europe will sign historic documents: a treaty to

provide deep reductions in conventional armed forces in Europe.

-- and a CSCE Summit Declaration, charting the future role of

i
CSCE in ending Europe’s division. The Atlantic Alliance, the

essential guarantor of European sécurity, has pledged itself to

'
t

that same goal.
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Working together, we can fulfill the promise of a Europe
that reaches its democratic destiny -- a Europe that is truly

whole and free. // The United States welcomes the new

democracies of central and eastern Europe fully into the

commonwealth of freedom ~-- a moral community united in its

dedication to free ideals. We wish to encourage the Soviet Union

to go forward with their reforms, as difficult as the course may

seem. They will find our community ready to welcome them -- and

1 BT o Co
to help theﬁ as thevitoo commit themselves to this commonwealth

A
i

of freedom. //

i

It is a commonwealth that rests upon four cornerstones:

An unshakablg.belief in the'diqnitv and rights of man -- and

its corollary: that just government derives its power from the

L

people. That men and women everywhere must be free to enjoy the

fruits of their labor. And that !the rule of law must govern the

conduct of nations. //
i‘ ', H I: i . ' ‘
But this long-sought community will be incomplete without a

vision that extends beyond the boundaries of Europe alone. Now

that unity is within reach in Europe is no time for our vision of

change to stop at the edge of this continent.: . //
| \

The principlés guiding our two nations --ithe principles at
work in our two revolutions -- are not Czech or Slovak or
American alone. These principles are universal -- rooted in the

love of libertv gnd the rights of man. //

These principles are familiar. They are the principles on

which we have staked our futures -- the principles for which we

H '
i
t
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have fought and died -- not as fine words, but as the very form

and substance of this new world we seek. //

Let me draw onfthe life andéwritings of Vaclav Havel to make
my point. Several years ago, Havel wrote about the Western
visitors who came to see your so-called "dlss1dents,' asking how
they could help your cause. He wondered about that question -
wondered why VlSltorS from the West couldn’t see that your cause
was their cause, too. Havel wrote, and I quote: "Are not my dim
prospects or my hopes h;g dim prospects and‘hopes as well? / 1Is

not the destruction of humans in Praque a destruction of all

humans? / Is not lndifference to what is happening here a
preparation for the same kind o%;mlsery elsewhere7“ //

Dissident Havel -- now President Havel -- spoke then of a
shared destiny -- sboke out of a'sure sense that the fate of all
mankind is linked // |

Czechs and Slovaks understand this v151on ‘and this
challenge. The helrs of Jan Hus.(Yon HOOSE), whose statue stands
just a few blocks from us -- the countrymen of Comenius (Koh-
MAIN-ee-us), the son of Moravia whose name graces your great
university at Bratislava -- have always looked to the far
horizon, to take theirlbearings from principles that are
universal. As small nations, whose very existence demands
constant vigilance,‘you have always understood that your future

depends not only on. your own her01c actions here -- but on the

broadexr pr1nc1ples that govern the greater world in which you

live. We must recognlze that no people, no Contlnent, can stand

'
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alone -- secure unto itself. Oun fates ——vour futures -- are
intertwined.
That is why Europe’s celebretion of freedom brings with it a

. . . 6
new responsibility. Now that democracy has proven its power,

Europe has both the opportunity and the challenge to join us in

leadership -- to work with us in common cause towards this new

commonwealth of féeedom. //

{

That is why our response to the challenge in the Persian
i F— ii, :i : )
Gulf is critical. The current crisis is a warning -- to America

as well as to Europe -- that we cannot turn 1nward, somehow
: l

!
insulate ourselves from global challenges.a Iraq s brutal
H . ! ¢ ; !
aggression agalnst Kuwait is a'rude reminder that none of us can

i

remain secure when aqqres51on remains unchecked. //

et )

No peoplesvnnderstand better what is at,sfake in the Gulf

than Czechs and Sloﬁaks. You know from your own bitter

experience that the world cannot turn a blind eye to aggression.

You know the'futility and vain hope that agdressors can be

appeased. You! know the tragic, consequences when nations,
| Hn“
confronted w1th aggress1on, choose to tell themselves it is no
! |
concern of thelrs -- just a “quarrel in a far—away country

‘i ! ! '

between a people of. whom we know nothlng //
Jﬂrw Coor ;
We Americans,vtoo, have learned. We know'the costs -- to

ourselves, and to the whole of Europe -- of our isolationism

after the First World War. We know that America must resist the

temptation to consider our work complete. We must remain
! [}

‘committed to the cause of freedom'ln the world. //

!
[ Lo . .
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The world’s resolute action against Irag’s aggression shows
what can be achieved when Americans and Europeans work together,
in common cause with the rest of the world. // From this first
crisis of the post-Cold War era comes an historic opportunity --
to extend our international sol%darity and put in place the

first foundations of a commonwealth of freedom -- a new world

order far more stable and secure than any we have known.

For the first time in the post-war era -- the Soviet Union
is demonstracing its commitment to act as a constructive force
for international sfaﬁility. //E For the first time in the post
war era -- the United Nations is functioning as its creatoxrs
intended it: free %rom the ideoiogical confrontation that
frustrated collective action. //

For the first time in the post war era -~ a _true

commonwealth of freedom is within our reach. [//

Today, I am proud to join Czechoslovakla as it celebrates a
year in freedom. I salute you for your courage and your vision:
for all that you have endured -- and for all ybu are destined to

achieve. And I challenge you, as you take youi rightful place in

the center of Europe, to look bevond the confines of this

continent -- to join with your neighbors in Europe and in North

America to build a true commonwealth of freedom, so that the

peace and prosperity you seek ——fthe peace ‘and prosperity we
" N ! !
shall share -- w1ll be the peace and prosperlty of all mankind.

Once agaln, thank you for this warm welcome -- and may God
bless the people of Czechoslovakia.

. ; ¢ ]
1



