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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 09/12/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS

(09/11 dratft three)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MCCLURE 0 10
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT 0O O PORTER O v
DARMAN O N7 ROGICH O w’
CARD o o UNTERMEYER O 0
CICCONI O m/ ROGERS O v
DEMAREST O o PINKERTON O o
FITZZWATER o & w &
GRAY a p/ BENNETT - O D/J
HAGIN O O 0 O
HOLIDAY O 1/ O 0O

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 11, 1399 30 §EP || pg: g

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON G4

FROM: EDWARD E. McNALLy|9%%/

SUBJECT: REMARKS TO FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
I. SUMMARY

II.

On Wednesday, Sept. 11, at 2:00 p.m., you will give
brief remarks to a group of United State Attorneys, state
attorneys general, and local prosecutors assembled in the
Rose Garden. The group was called to Washington by- Attorney
General Thornburgh to support the Administration's anti-
crime initiative in Congress. .

DISCUSSION

The remarks (6 minutes, on cards) send a strongly
worded message to Congress that you will not sign a "phony"
crime bill now being considered by the House that ties the
hands of prosecutors while making it easier for ¢riminals to
go free. The draft thanks the prosecutors for supporting
the Administration's position, and also, for supporting the
nomination of Judge David Souter.



(McNally/Simon)
Sept. 11, 1990
Draft Three (B:NAAG)
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
: THE ROSE GARDEN
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1990, 2:00 P.M.
Thank you. Mr. Attorney General, U.S. Attorneys, State
Attorneys General, local D.A.'s, and other law enforcement
officials: It is an honor to welcome our Nation's prosecutors to
the White House. '
I know that you have spent the morning with Dick-Thornburgh,

discussing the legal changes we need to make to help you do your

jobs more effectively. And I know that other subjects are

preoccupying all of us these days. But I repeat today what I

said last week: Drugs and violent crime remain a top priority.

And on behalf of all the American people, I want to .thank you for
working to help us "Take Back The streetg."

We know the life of a prosecutor is not easy. For gifted,
hardworking lawyers like yourselves, the financial sacrifice is
immense. More importantly, over the past 30 years, America's

criminal justice system has become bogged down with

‘technicalities that stymie our prosecutors' simple goals: To see

the truth come out, the ilt unished, the law upheld, and
justice done.

Too many times, in too many cases, too many criminals go

free because the scales of: justice are unfairly loaded agalnst

- dedicated lawmen and women like you.

Since taking office, we've worked with many of you to try

steady the scales of justice, to seek a fair balance between °
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legitimate rights of criminal suspects, and society's right to
protect itself from evil predators. And America took an
important step towards balancing those scaleé\wpen I had the
chance to name a tough, fair-minded, law-and-order judge as my
first nominee to the Supreme Court -- New Hampshire's Judge David
Souter.

With a decade of law enforcement experience prior to being
elevated to the bench, Judge Souter comes from YOur own ranks.
The Senate will begin confirmation hearings tomorrow, and i call
on them to act swiftly so that he can take his place as the only
career prosecutor on the Court, in time for the Court's first
sitting. Ana we're very pleased that -- as with the A.B.A. --
the National Association of Attorneys General gave Judge Souter
their highest rating, by a unanimous vote. And we're especially
pleased that the National District Attorneys Associationwéndorsed
Judge Souter for the Supreme Court, praising him as a "tough

anti-crime judge." 1It's clear that he will not handcuff police
by inventing new rules not found in the Constitution.

But this group knows all too well that judge-made laws are
not the only problem with a criminal justice system that, all too
oftén, simply does not work. That's why I stood before the
Capitol on that rainy day in May last yeér == many of you were
.there--- calling on Congress to pass legislation to give our
pProsecutors and police thé tools they.need to fight back against

the epidemic of violent crime still raging in America.
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That was over a year ago, and despite the urgehcy of the ‘
problem, the Congress has failed to act on key aspects of my
proposal. What is worse, several measures receiving serious
consideration in the House this week would actually weaken law
enforcement, and hamper your efforts to protect the citizens of
this Nation.

But your presence here today sends a powerful warning to

Congress, a shot across the bow of a ship that is moving in the

wrong direction. America's prosecutors will not accept'a phony
crime bill that is tougher on law enforcement than it is on

criminals. \\\\
We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus, that guarantees that criminals who use serious

Veapons face serious weapons charges and serious time, and that

ensure that evidence gathered by good cops acting in good faith
isn't barred by technicalities that let bad people éo free. And
for the most unspeakable of crimes, we need a workable death
penalty -- which is to say -- a real death penalty. \\\

I won't accept anything that rolls back the clock on
America's ability to fight crime ana punish wrong-doers. The
bottom line is this: I will not sign a phony crime bill. I will
not sign a bill that overturns recent Supreme Court decisions
limiting frivolous habeas corpus petitions, that expands the
coverage of the exclusion&ry rule, or that creates a racial quota

system for capital punishment.
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You know the difference between my proposals, which give you
the legal tools you need té win this fight, and the anti-law
enforcement proposals some in Congress are attempting to peddile
as a crime bill. \\
For the past two weeks, America's been gripped by chilling
headlines that tell of kids going back to school in bulietproof

coats, and a visiting Utah man -- a kid, really -- killed while

~ defending his mother from a New York subway gang, said to be

after pocket money so they could go dancing. The American people
are fed up. I urge the Congress to heed the voices of our
people, our police, and our prosecutors =-- and send me a crime
bill that will help take back the streets.
Thank you for your dedicated efforts to make our communities
safe. Good 1luck. - And God bless the United States.
# # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 11, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A \

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON G4

FROM: EDWARD E. McNALLY

SUBJECT:. REMARKS TO FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
I. SUMMARY

II.

Oon Wednesday, Sept. 11, at 2:00 p.m., Yyou will give
brief remarks to a group of United State Attorneys, state
attorneys general, and local prosecutors assembled in the
Rose Garden. The group was called to Washington by Attorney

General Thornburgh to support the Administration's anti-
crime initiative in Congress. '

DISCUSSION

The remarks (6 minutes, on cards) send a strongly
worded message to Congress that you will not sign a "phony"
crime bill now being considered by the House that ties the
hands of prosecutors while making it easier for criminals to
go free. The draft thanks the prosecutors for supporting
the Administration's position, and also, for supporting the
nomination of Judge David Souter.



(McNally/Simon)
Sept. 11, 1990 ‘
Draft Three (B:NAAG)
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FEDERAL,'STATE; AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
THE ROSE GARDEN
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1990, 2:00 P.M.

Thank you. Mr. Attérney General, U.S. Attorneys, State
Attorneys General, localvD.A.'s,‘and other law enforcement
officials: It is an honor to welcome our Nation's prosecutors to
the White House.

I know that you have spent the morning with Dick Thornburgh,
diséussing the legal changes we need to make to help you do your
jobs more effectively. And I know that other subjects are
preoccupying all of us these days. But I repeat today what I
said last week: Drugs and violent crime remain a top priority.
And on behﬁlf of all the American people, I want to thank you for
working to help us "Take Back The Streets."

We know the life of é prosecutor is not easy. For gifted,
hardworking lawyers like yourselves, the financial sacrifice is
immense. More importantly, over the past 3o‘years, America's
criminal justice system has become bogged down with
technicalities that stymie our prosecutors' simple goals: To see
the truth come out, the ilt unished, the law upheld, and
justice done.

Too many times, in too many cases, too many criminals go
free because the scales of justice are unfairly loaded against
dedicated lawmenvand women-iike you.

Since taking office, we've worked with many of you to try to

steady the scales of justice, to seek a fair balance between fhe
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legitimate rights of criminal suspects, and society's right to
proteét itself from evil predators. 'And America took an
important step towards balancing tﬁosa scales when I had the
chance to name a tough, fair-minded, law-and-order judge as my
first nominee £o the Supreme Court -- New Hampshire's Judge David
Souter.

With a decade of law enforcement experiencé prior to being
élevated to the bench, Judge Souter comes from your own ranks.
The Senate will begin confirmation hearings tomorrow, and I call
on them to act swiftly so that he can take his place’as the only
career prosecutor on the Court, in time for the Court's first
sitting. And we're very pleased that -- as with fhe A.B.A. -~
the National Association of Attorneys General gave Judge Souter
their highest rating, by a unanimous vote. And we're especially
pleased that the National District Attorneys Association endorsed
Judge Souter for the Supreme Court, praising him as a "tough
- anti-crime judge." It's clear that he will not handcuff police
by inventing new rules not found in the Constitution.

But this group knows all too well that judge-made laws are
not the only problem with a criminal justice system that, all too
often, simply does not work. That's why I stood before the
Capitol on that rainy day in May last year -- many of you were
'there -=- calling on Congress to pass legislation to give our
prosecutors and police the tools they need to fight back against

the epidemic of violent crime still raging in America.
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That was over a year ago, and despite the urgency of the
probleﬁ, the Congress has failed to act on key aspects of my
proposal. What is worse, several measures receiving serious
consideration in the House this week would actually weaken law
enforcement, and hamper your efforts to protect the citizens of
this Nation.

But your presence here today sends a powerful warning to

Congress, a shot across the bow of a ship that is moving in the

wrong direction. America's prosecutors will not accept a phony
crime bill that is tougher on law enforcement than it is on

criminals. \\\\
We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus, that guarantees that criminals who use serious

Weapons face serious weapons charges and serioﬁs time, and that

ensure that evidence gathered by goed cops acting in good faith
isn't barred by technicalities that let bad people go free. Aand
for the most unspeakable of crimes, we need a workable death
penalty -- which is to say -- a real death penalty. \\\

I won't accept anything that rolls back the clock on
America's ability to fight crime and punish wrong-doers. The
bottom line is this: I will not sign a phony cfime'bill. I will
not sign a bill that overturns recent Supreme Court decisions
liﬁiting frivolous habeas corpus petitions, that expands the
coverage éf the exclusionafy rule, or that crgates a racial quota

system for capital punishment.
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You know the difference between my proposals, which'give you
the legal tools you need to win this fight, and the anti-law
enforcement proposals some in Congress are attempting to peddle
as a crime bill. \\

For the past two weeks, America's been gripped by chilling
headlines that tell of kids going back to school in bulletproof
coats, and a visiting Utah man -- a kid, really -- killed while
defending hié mother from a New York subway gang, said to be
after pocket money so they could go dancing. The American people
are fed up. I urge the Congress to heed the voices of our
people, our police, and our prosecutors -- and send me a crime
bill that will help take back the streets.

Thank you for your dedicated efforts to make our communities
safe. Good luck. - And God bless the United States.

# # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

paTe: 09/10/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _ NOON Tuesday 09/11

sUBJECT:  PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
’ (09710 ATarttwWO)

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
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REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss Winston
by NOON on Tuesday, 09/11, with a copy to my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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wrong direction. America's prosecutors will not accept a phony

crime bill that is tougher on law enforcement than it is on

criminals. W\

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of

habeas corpus; that guarantees tha

£ criminals who use gerious

AL

weapons face serious weapons charges and serious time, and that

ensure that evidence gathered by good COPS acting in good faith

isn’'t parred by technicalities th

at let bad people go free. And

for the most unspeakable of crimes, we need a workable death

penalty -- which is to say -- & real death penalty. \\\

1 won’t accept anything that rolls back the clock on

America’s ability to fight crime and punish wrong-doers. The

pottom line is thiss I will not sign a phony crime bill. I will

not sign a pill that overturns,, ecent Supreme Court decisions E)
/L”&44 /iti;”*b
éxpands the coverage of the kptpdgv

exclusionary rule, or that creates a racial quota system for

limiting frivolousy , that

capital punishment.

You know the difference between my proposals, which give you

the legal tools you need to win this fight, and the anti-law

enforcement proposals some in Congress are attempting to peddle

PSER

as a crime bill./q; urge the congress to heed the voices of our

people, our police, and our prosecutors == and send me a crime

bill that will help take pack the streets. 'f'

Thank you for your dedicated efforts to maké%.ourkeities-

safe. Good luck. And God bless the United States.

# #

#
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his mother from a subway gang, said to be after pocket money so

they could go dancing. The American people are fed up. /
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pATE: . 09/10/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:__VOON Tuesday 09/11

susiecT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
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REMARKS'.

Please provxde any comments/recommendatlons dlrectly to Chriss Winston
by NOON on Tuesday, 09/11 with a copy to my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE: y o
9 -u 90

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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ﬂ&&iﬁxaﬁn@x& FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS v

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1990, 2:00 P.M.
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Q&i@ Oftl;hat other subjects are preoccupying all of us these days. But I Gﬁ\
S0 o™ . lent cpime remain ous gt
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L number one Priorit¥ W
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Vg 2;' we know the 1ife of a prosecutor is not easy- For gifted, *\p &
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immense. More importantly, over the past 30 years, America’s i&\kM
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criminal justice system has pecome bogged down with technicali- @w{ «9
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ties that stymie our prosecutors' simple goals: To see the truth .&fﬁ
come out, the ilty punis , the law upheld, and justice done. ;
Too many times, in too many cases, too many criminals go
free because the scales of justice are unfairly loaded against
dedicated lawmen and women like you.
since taking office, we've worked with many of you to try to
steady the scales of justice, to seek a fair palance between the
legitimate rights of criminal suspects, and society’s right to
protect jtself from evil predators. And America took an impor-

tant step towards palancing those scales when I had the chance to



Insert I (on page 1)

Insert for Presidential Remarks: Federal, State, and Local

Prosecutors:

"I know that you prosecutors have spent the morning with Dick
Thornburgh discussing the legal changes we need to make to help
you do your jobs more effectively. Let me assure you that here
at the White House: Drugs and violent crimes . . ."
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name a tough, fair-minded, 1aw-and-order judge as my first nomi-
nee to the Supremeé Court -- _g!,gggpghggng Jgggg,ggg;Q Souter.

with a decade of law enforcement experience prior to being
elevated to the bench, Judge Souter is one of your OWn, hopefully
soon to take his place as the only career prosecutor on the
court. And we're very pleased that -- as with the A.B.A. == the
National Association of Attorneys General rated Judge Souter
wwell-qualified” py a unanimous the. And we're especially
pleased that the National District Attorney’'s Association

endorsed Judge Souter fo;/ége Supreme Court, praising him as a
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*tough anti-crime judge. " It’'s clear that he will not handcuff ?ﬁb
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That was over’a year ago;, and despite the urgency of the
problem, the Congress has failed to act on our proposals. what
is worse, several measures receiving serious consideration on the
Hill would actually weaken 1aw enforcement, and hamper your
efforts to protect the citizens of this Nation.
eSS4 e
But your presence here today sends a powarful-wnan&ngeto ’dﬁ‘
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congress, a shot across the bow of a gship that is moving in the
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wrong direction. America’s groseggtor§ will not accept a phony
c s tougher on ila& it is ©
criminals. A\

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus, that guarantees that criminals who use gerious

e

weapons face serious weapons charges and gg;;ggg,g;gg, and that
ensure that evidence gathered by good cops acting in good faith
isn’'t parred by technicalities that'let bad people go free. And
for the most unspeakable of crimes, we need a workable death
penalty -- which is to say -- & real death penalty. \\\

1 won’t accept anything that rolls back the clock on
America’s ability to fight crime and punish wrong-doers. The

pottom line is this: I will not sign a phony crime bill. I will

U// not sign a pill that overturns recent Supreme Court decisions
- limih g Erivolous habea’ Ceorpds Aition®
COOJ)%@ : i dad that éxpands the coverage of the
; ,
™me ve p“%less . .
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WTK ed&&- You know the difference between my proposals, which give you
ALY
U\\\

the legal tools you need to win this fight, and the anti-law
enforcement proposals some in Congress are attempting to peddle
as a crime pill. I urge the Congress to heed the voices of our
people, our police, and our prosecutors -- and send me a crime
bill that will help take pack the gtreets.

Thank you for your dedicated efforts to makes our cities
safe. Good luck. And God bless the United States.

# # #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 11, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A4/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Federal, State, and Local
Prosecutors

I have reviewed the Presidential remarks for the
prosecutors. They look fine, but I have these comments:

33 On page 1, second full paragraph, I suggest changing the
second sentence to read, "But I said then and I repeat today:
Drugs and violent crime remain a top priority."

2. On page 2, in the last full paragraph, I would strike "our
proposals" and insert "key aspects of my proposal". Last fall
the Congress did act to fund many of the "money" aspects of the
President's crime bill.

3. On page 3, in the last paragraph, I would strike the "s"
at the end of "makes" and change the word "cities" to "streets"
or "communities". These prosecutors are worried about crime in

rural areas as well.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pate:  09/10/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:__NOON Tuesday 09/11

sUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
) (09710 aTaLT tWO)

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI ”
VICE PRESIDENT o ©u° MCCLURE w O
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' WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1990, 2:00 P.M.

Thank you. Mr. Attorney Generél, U.é; Attorneys, State
Attorneys General, other officials and jocal D.A.'S3 If is an
honor to welcome our Natibn's prosecutors to the white House.

when Bill Bennett and I met last week tO take stock of
America’s important new progress ih the War on pDrugs, we noted
that other subjects are preoccupying all of us these days. But I
said then and 1 repeat today: Drugs and violent crime remain our

number one priority. And on behalf of all the American people, I

bl e

want to thank you for working to help us "ggsg,ggg;,ggg Streets."”

We know the life of a prosecutor is not easy. For gifted,
hardworking lawyers like yourselves, the financial sacrifice ié
immense. More importantly, over the past 30 years, America’s
criminal justice system has become bogged down with technicali-
ties that stymie our prosecutors' simple'goals: To see the truth
come out, the quilty gunished, fhe law upheld, and justice done.

Too many times, in too many cases, too many criminals go
free because the scales of justice are unfairly 1oaded against
dedicated.lawmen aﬁd women like you.

Since taking'offiCe, we've worked with many of you to try to
steady the scales of justice, to seek a fair palance between the
iegitimate rights of criminal suspects, and society's right to

protect jtself from evil predators. And America took an impor-

tant step towards-balancing those.scalea when I had the chanca'fo
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name a tough, fair-minded, law-and-order judge as my first nomi-

nee to the Supreme Court -- New Hampshire’'s Judge David Souter.

with a decade of law enforcement experience prior to being
elevated to the bench, Judge Souter is one of your own, hopefully
soon to take his place as the only career prosecutor on the
Court. And we'’'re very pleased that -- as with the A.B.A. -- the
National Association of Attorneys General rated Judge Souter
nwell-qualified" by a unanimous the And we’re especially
pleased that the National District Attorney’s Association
endorsed Judge Souter for the Supreme Court, praising him as a
"tough anti—crime judge." It’s clear that he will not handcuff
police by creating new rules not found in the Constitution.

But this group knows all too well that Judge-made laws are
not the only problem with a criminal justice system that all too
often simply does not work. That’s why I stood before the
Capitol on that rainy day in May Hast year -- many of you were
there -- calling on Congress to give our‘prosecutors and police
the tools they need to fight back against the epidemic of violent

crime still raging in America.

~ That was over a year ago, and despite the urgency of the.
problem, the Congress has failed to act onﬁaﬁékgfsﬁgsalﬁf What
is worse, several measures receivfng serious consideration on the
Hill would actually weaken jaw enforcement, and hamper your
efforts to protect the citizens of this Nation.

But your presence here today sends a powerful warning to

Congress, a shot across the bow of a ship that is moving in the
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wrong direction.

3

Amexrica’'s grosecutors will not accept a phony

crime bill that is tougher on law enforcement than it is on

criminals. A\

We need

a crime pill that will stop the endless abuse of

habeas corpusy, that guarantees that criminals who use gerious

weapons face

gerious weapons charges

B e e

and serious time, and that

ensure that evidence gathered by good cops acting in good faith

isn’'t parred

for the most

by technicalities that let bad people go free. And

unspeakable of crimes,. we need a workable death

penalty -~ which is to say == a real

T won'’t

death penalty. \\\

accept anything that rolls back the clock on

America’s ability to fight crime and

punish wrong-doers. The

pottom line is thiss I will not sign a phony crime bill. I will

not sign a b

1imiting frivolous appeals,

exclusionary

capital puni

ill th

rule, or that creates a

shment.

You know the difference between

the legal tools you need to win this

enforcement proposalg some in Congre

as a crime b

people, our police, and our

pill that wi

at overturns recent Supreme Court decisions

that éxpands the coverage of the

racial quota system for

my proposals, which give you
fight, and the anti-law

ss) are attempting to peddle

111. I urge the Congress to heed the voices of our

prosecutors == and sgend me & crime

11 help take pack the streets.

Thank you for your dedicated ef

safe. Good

luck. And God bless the
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oRE SR G 1 8.6 REQARKS * FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PROSECUTORS
ROOM 450, O.E.O0.B. .
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 1990, 2:00 P.M.

Thank you. Mr. Attorney General, U.S. Attorneys, State
Attorneys General, other officials and local D.A.'s: It is an
honor to welcome our Nation’s prosecutors to the White House.

when Bill pennett and I met last week to take stock of
America’s impdrtant new progress in the War on Drugs, we noted
that other subjects are preoccupying all of us these days. But I
said then and I repeat today: prugs and violent crime remain our
number one priority. And on behalf of all the American people, I
want to thank you for working to help us -zg;g,ggg;,ggg Streets.”

we know the 1ife of a prosecutor is not easyY. For gifted,
hardworking lawyers like yourselves, the financial sacrifice is
immense. More importantly, over the past 30 years, America’s
criminal justice system has become bogged down with technicali-
ties that stymie our prosecutors' simple goals: To see the truth
come out, the quilty pggished, the law upheld, and justice done.

Too many times, in too many cases, too many criminals go
free because the scales of justice are unfairly loaded against
dedicated lawmen and women like you.

since taking office, we've worked with many of you to try to
steady the scales of justice, to seek a fair balance petween the
legitimate rights of criminal suspects, and society’s right to
protect itself from evil predators. And America took an impor-

tant step towards palancing those scales when I had the chance to
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name a tough, fair-minded, law-and-order judge as my f£irst nomi-
nee to the Supreme Court -- Eg!,ﬂggpghé;gig,Jgggg,ggg;Q Souter.
with a decade of law enforcemeg;wﬁﬁperience prior to being

elevated to the bench, Judge Souter.is—ona—eé—yeur—ewn,—hepe%u&%ynQl?k i

soem—re take his place as the only career prosecutor on the 2?5’M‘ ~
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Cour?; And we'’'re very pleased that -- as with the A.B.A. == the (O Catale

I call o~

National Association of Attorneys General rated Judge Souter fAMN‘%“d
swadtry 50

"well-qualified“ by a unanimous véte. And we're especially _ﬂc¢;i<ﬂA

pleased that the National pistrict Attorney’s Association

endorsed Judge Souter for the Supreme Court, praising him as a

»tough anti-crime judge. " 1t's clear that he will not handcuff

police by creating new rules not found in the Constitution.

But this group knows all too well that judge-made laws are
not the only problem with a criminal justice system that all too
often simply does not work. That’s why I stood before the
Capitol on that rainy day in May Hast year -- many of you were
there -- calling on congress to give our prosecutors and police
the tools they need to fight pack against the epidemic of violent
crime still raging in America.

That was over a year ago, and despite the urgency of the
problem, the Congress has failed to act on our proposals. what
is worse, several measures receivfng serioﬁs consideration on the
Hill would actually weaken law enforcement, and hamper your
efforts to protect the citizens of this Nation.

But your presence here today sends a powerful warning to

Congress, a shot across the bow of a ship that ig moving in the
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ng direction. ‘america’s prosecutors will not accept a phony

Wro
~cxrime pill that ig tougher on law enforcement than it is on

crbﬁinals. A\

We need 2a crime pill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas coOrpus: that guarantees that criminals who use serious
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weapons face gerious gggpggg_ggg;ggg and gg;;gggﬁgggg, and that
ensure that evidence gathered by good cops acting in good faith
isn’'t barred~by.technicalities tha%'let ggg,peoplg go free.. And
for the most unspeakable of crimes,. we need a !gszgglg,death
penalty —= which is to say =~ a real death penalty. \\\

1 won’t accept anything that rolls pack the clock on
America’s ability to fight crime and punish wrong-doers. The
hottom 1ine is this: 1 will not sign a phony crime bill. T will
not sign a bill that overﬁurns recent Supreme Court'decisions
1imiting frivolous appeals, that éxpands the coverage of the
exclusionary rule, or that creates a racial quota system for
caéital punishment.

You know the difference between my proposals, which give you
the legal tools you need to win this fight, and the anti-law
enforcement proposals some in Con ress are attempting to peddle
as a crime pill. I urge the Congress to heed the voices of our
people, our police, and our prosecutors -~ and send me a crime
bi;l that will help take back the gtreets.

Thank you for your dedicated efforts to makes our cities
gafe. Good luck. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1990, 2:00 P.M.

Thank you. Mr. Attorney General, U.S. Attorneys, State
Attorneys General, local D.A.'s, and other law enforcement
officials: It is an honor to welcome our Nation's prosecutors to
the White House.

I know that you have spent the morning with Dick Thornburgh,
discussing the legal changes we need to make to help you do your
jobs more effectively. And I know that other subjects are
preoccupying all of us these days. But I repeat today what I
said last week: Drugs and violent crime remain our number one
priority. And on behalf of all the American people, I want to

thank you for working to help us "Take Back The Streets."

We know the life of a prosecutor is not easy. For gifted,
hardworking lawyers like yourselves, the financial sacrifice is
immense. More importantly, over the pést 30 years, America's
criminal justice system has become bogged down with technicali-
ties that stymie our prosecutors' simple goals: To see the truth
come out, the ilt unished, the law upheld, and justice done.

Too many times, in too many cases, too many criminals go
free because the scales of justice are unfairly loaded against
dedicated lawmen and women like you.

Since taking office, we've worked with many of you to try to
steady the scales of justice, to seek a fair balance between the

legitimate rights of criminal suspects, and society's right to
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protect itself from evil predators. And America took an impor-
tant step towards balancing those scales when I had the chance to
name a tough, fair-minded, law-and-order judge as my first nomi-

nee to the Supreme Court =-- New Hampshire's Judge David Souter.

With a decade of law enforcement experience prior to being
elevated to the bench, Judge Souter comes from your own ranks.
The Senate will begin confirmation hearings tomorrow and I call
on them to act swiftly so that he can take his place as the only
career prosecutor on the Court, in time for the Court's first
sitting. And we're very pleased that -- as with the A.B.A. --
the National Association of Attorneys General gave Judge Souter
the highest rating by a unanimous vote. And we're especially
pleased that the National District Attorney's Association
endorsed Judge Souter for the Supreme Court, praising him as a
"tough anti-crime judge." 1It's clear that he will not handcuff
police by inventing new rules not found in the Constitution.

But this group knows all too well that judge-made laws are
not the only problem with a criminal justice system that all too
often simply does not work. That's why I stood before the
Capitol on that rainy day in May last year -- many of you were
there -- calling on Congress to pass legislation to give our
prosecutors and police the tools they need to fight back against
the epidemic of violent crime still raging in America.

That was over a year ago, and despite the urgency of the
problem, the Congress has failed to act on key aspects of my

proposal. What is worse, several measures receiving serious
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consideration in the House this week would actually weaken law
enforcement, and hamper your efforts to protect the citizens of
this Nation.
But your presence here today sends a powerful warning to

Congress, a shot across the bow of a ship that is moving in the

wrong direction. America's prosecutors will not accept a phony
crime bill that is tougher on law enforcement than it is on

criminals. \\\\

We need a crime bill that will stop the endless abuse of
habeas corpus, that gquarantees that criminals who use gerious
weapons face serious weapons charges and serious time, and that
ensure that evidence gathered by good cops acting in good faith
isn't barred by technicalities that let bad people go free. And
for the most unspeakable of crimes, we need a workable death
penalty -- which is to say -- a real death penalty. \\\

I won't accept anything that rolls back the clock on
America's ability to fight crime and punish wrong-doers.' The
bottom line is this: I will not sign a phony crime bill. I will
not sign a bill that overturns recent Supreme Court decisions
limiting frivolous habeas corpus petitions, that expands the
coverage of the exclusionary rule, or that creates a racial quota
system for capital punishment.

You know the difference between my proposals, which give you
the legal tools you need to win this fight, and the anti-law
enforcement proposals some in Congress are attempting to peddle

as a crime bill, I urge the Congress to heed the voices of our
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people, our police, and our prosecutors -- and send me a crime
bill that will help take back the streets.
Thank you for your dedicated efforts to make our communities
safe. Good luck. And God bless the United States.

# # #



