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NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK \ ROSE GARDEN
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990 \ 2:30 P.M.

MEMBERS OF THE FIRE SERVICE COMMUNITY, MEMBERS OF
Congress, D.C. FIRE MARSHALL BERNARD JOHNSON, FIRE
CHIEF RAYFIELD ALFRED AND MY PERSONAL FIREFIGHTERS FROM
ENGINE CoMPANY 13 AND TowerR 10 -- WELCOME TO THE WHITE
HousE.

((As You KNOW, ON OCCASION I’'VE GOT A FEW FIRES OF
MY OWN TO PUT OUT AROUND HERE.\\

-2 -

MAYBE I'LL HAVE THEM FIX IT SO I CAN.SLIDE DOWN A POLE
STRAIGHT FROM THE LINCOLN BEDROOM TO THE OVAL
OFrFIcE.))\\\

More THAN 2,100,000 FIRES BROKE OUT IN THE UNITED
STATES THIS YEAR, CLAIMING AS MANY AS 6,000 LIVES.
FIRES STRIKE THE MOST VULNERABLE AMONG US, ESPECIALLY
CHILDREN AND THE ELDERLY. AND IT ALSO STRIKES THE MOST
VALIANT AMONG US -- MANY CASUALTIES ARE FIREFIGHTERS
WHO LOSE THEIRILIVES IN A LAST-DITCH STRUGGLE TO SAVE
OTHERS. '

X



-3 -

THEN, AFTER THE COST IN LIVES, WE MUST COUNT
PROPERTY LOSSES IN EXCESS OF $8 BILLION. THESE DOLLARS
CANNOT ADEQUATELY REPRESENT THE TRAGEDY OF SO MANY
BELOVED HOMES, CHURCHES AND BUSINESSES LITERALLY "GONE
UP IN SMOKE."

THERE IS AN ARMY OF DEDICATED AMERICANS WHO STAND
READY TO FIGHT THESE FIRES, ANY TIME, ANY PLACE -- THE
MORE THAN ONE MILLION FIREFIGHTERS OF AMERICA.

-4 -
THE ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN FIRE PREVENTION EFFORTS
ARE TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION. BUT ALL ARE TRUE HEROES,
AND THEIR HEROIC ROLE IS ON DISPLAY HERE TODAY FOR
NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK.
AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL, THE UNITED STATES FIRE
ADMINISTRATION, PART OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY

MANAGEME_NT AGENCY, IS THE NATIONAL LEADER IN
FIREFIGHTING AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE.
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THESE MEN AND WOMEN FROM THE FIRE ADMINISTRATION ARE
DEDICATED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS TO
HELP FIRE DEPARTMENTS, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS,
PRIVATE BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATIONS, AND EDUCATORS

PROMOTE FIRE SAFETY AND AWARENESS IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS
THE COUNTRY.

-6 -

AT THE STATE LEVEL, MANY DEDICATED AGENCIES LABOR
TO PROVIDE TRAINING COURSES FOR FIREFIGHTERS AND
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, ARSON INVESTIGATION
SERVICES AND RESEARCH.

AND, OF COURSE, IN VIRTUALLY EVERY COMMUNITY ACROSS
THIS GREAT COUNTRY ARE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAKE UP
THE FRONT LINES IN THE BATTLE -- THE FIREFIGHTERS --
BOTH CAREER AND VOLUNTEERS, WHO CONTINUE A LONG AND
DISTINGUISHED TRADITION OF FIRE FIGHTING THAT GOES BACK

ALL THE WAY TO THE FIRST VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY FOUNDED
'BY BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN 1736.

R
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((I GUESS IF ONE OF oLD BEN'S KITES CAUGHT FIRE, HE WAS
READY TO PUT IT OUT.))\\

CONGRESS ALSO HAS A ROLE TO PLAY THROUGH THE
CONGRESSIONAL FIRE SERVICES CAuéus, WHOSE CO-CHAIRMEN
ARE SENATOR JOHN McCAIN AND CONGRESSMAN CURT WELDON.
THE caucus BOASTS 370 CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS, MAKING
IT THE LARGEST ON CApiToL HILL.

-
- 8 -

ALL OF THESE GROUPS -- FROM VOLUNTEERS TO MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS -- CAN TELL YOU THAT THE BEST WAY TO FIGHT
FIRE IS NOT WITH FIRE -- BUT WITH PREVENTION. THE
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION DOES A GREAT JOB
IN THIS ENDEAVOR, WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE SUCH AS
SHANTA JONEs, THE 1990 NFPA NATIONAL FIRESAFETY PosTER
CONTEST CHILD WINNER. IN THIS AND SO MANY OTHER WAYS,
THEY ARE GETTING THE WORD OUT ON FIRE PREVENTION.
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As You KNOW, TUESDAY MARKED THE ANNIVERSARY OF A
KEY EVENT IN AMERICAN HISTORY, THE "GREAT CHICAGO
FIRE," A SWEEPING CONFLAGRATION THAT DESTROYED MOST OF
THAT GREAT CITY IN 1871. YEARS LATER, OUTRAGE OVER
DEVASTATING CITYWIDE FIRES LED TO A NATIONAL EFFORT TO

PREVENT FIRES.
TO FOCUS THIS NATIONAL CAMPAIGN, PRESIDENT WILSON

PROCLAIMED OcTOBER 9, 1920, As NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION

Day.

- 10 -

IN 1922, PRESIDENT HARDING MADE IT FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK, SAYING THAT FIRE PREVENTION SHOULD BE PRACTICED
"BY EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD, NOT ONLY DURING THE
WEEK DESIGNATED IN THIS PRONOUNCEMENT, BUT THROUGHOUT
EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR."

THAT IS TRUE TODAY. EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY, WE
CAN HELP SAVE A LIFE BY PREVENTING A FIRE. AND WE cAN
KEEP THESE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN WITH US TODAY FROM
HAVING. TO RISK THEIR LIVES TO SAVE OURS.



| - 11 -

AGAIN IEAM PLEASED TO BE WITH YOU, AND TO SIGN THE
PROCLAMATION DECLARING THIS WEEK AS NATIONAL FIRE

PREVENTION WEEK.
#- i #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 10, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

k,d/'u?

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTONDA
 FROM: MARK DAVIS MD
SUBJECT: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

on Thursday, :October 11, at 2:30 p.m., you will address members
of the firefighting community at a Rose Garden ceremony to sign a
proclamation declaring National Fire Prevention Week. Your
remarks, approximately six minutes in length, will be on cards.
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Davis/Blymire
Title: Fire ‘
Date: Oct. 10, 1990
Draft: Two

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, ROSE GARDEN
! 2:30 p.m., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990

Members of the fire service community, Members of Congress,
D.C. Fireée Marshall Bernard Johnson, Fire Chief Rayfield Alfred

and my personal firefighters from Engine Company 13 and Tower 10

‘== welcome to the White House.

((As you know, on occasion I've got a few fires of my own to
put out around ﬁere.\\ Maybe I'1ll have them fix it so I can
slide down a pole straight from the Lincoln Bedroom to the Oval
office.))\\\

‘As you know, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strike the most vulnerable among us, especially children and the
elderly. And it also strikes‘the most valiant among us -- many
casualties are firefighters who lose their lives in a last;ditch
struggle to save others. |

Then, after the cost in lives, we must count property losses
in excess of $8 billion. 'These.dollars cannot adequately
represent the ﬁragedy éf so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses literally "gone up in smoke."

Thére is an army of dedicated Americans who standEreédy to
fiéht these .fires, any time, any place -- the more than one
million firefighters of America. The 6rganizations involved in

fire prevention efforts are too numerous to mention. But all are
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Motel Fire Safety Act, authored by Congressman Sherry Boehlert.

e —

2
true heroes, .and their‘heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire Prevention Week. |
At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,
part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national

leader in firefightingiand emergency response. These men and

.women from the Fire Administration are dedicated to the

development of effective programs to.help fire departments, state

and local governments, private business and organizations, and
educators promote fire safety and awareness in communities across
the country.

- At the state level, many dedicated agencies labor to provide
training courses for firefighters and emergency medical |
technicians, arson investigation services and research.

And, of course,.in virtually every community across this
great country are the men and women who make up the front lines
in the battle -- the firefighters -- both career and volunteers,
who continue .a long and distinguished tradition of fire fighting
that goes back all the way to the first volunteer fire company
founded by Benjamin Franklin in 1736. ((I guess if one of old
Ben's kites caught fire, he was ready to put it out.))\\
uCongress is also doing its part through the Congressional
Fire Services Caucus, whose co-chairmen are Senator John McCain
and Congressman Curt Weldon. The caucus boasts 370 congressmen
and senators, makind it the largest on Capitol Hill. ZMost of

all,'Congress recently updated our safety laws in the Hotel-
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All of these groups =-- from volunteers to Members of
Congréss -- can tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with fire -- but with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Association does a gréat job in this:endeavor, working with young
peoplélsuch as Shanta Jones, the 1990 NF?A National Firesafety
Poster contest child winner. In this and s many other ways,
they afe getting the wbrd out on fire prevention.

As you know, Tuesday marked the anniversary of a key event
in American history, the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping
conflagration that destroyed most of that gréat city in 1871.
Years later, outrage over devastating qitywide'fires led to a
national effort to prevent fires.

To focus this national campaign, President Wilson proclaimed

October 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. In 1922,

President Harding made it fire prevention week, saying that fire
prevention should be practiced "by every man, woman, and child,
not only during the week designated in this pronouncement,-but
throughout every hour of every day of the year.“

That was true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour
of every day, we can help save a life by preventing a.fire. And
we can keep these brave men and women with us téday from having
to risk their lives to save our own.

Again I am pleased to be with you, and to sign the
Proclémation4declaring.this week as National Fire Prevention

Week.



NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK \ ROSE GARDEN
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990 \ 2:30 P.M.

MEMBERS OF THE FIRE SERVICE COMMUNITY, MEMBERS OF

————————
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ConGress, VD.C. FIRE MARSHALL BERNA
CHIEF RAYFIELD ALFRED AND MY PERSONAL FIREFIGHTERS FROM

70 ;u;;;
((As You KNOW, ON OCCASION I'VE GOT A FEW FIRES OF

MY OWN TO PUT OUT AROUND HERE.\\

-2 -

MAYBE I'LL HAVE THEM FIX IT SO I CAN. SLIDE DOWN A POLE
STRAIGHT FROM THE LINCOLN BEDROOM TO THE OVAL
OFrFIce.))\\\

More THAN 2,100,000 FIRES BROKE OUT IN THE UNITED
STATES THIS YEAR, CLAIMING AS MANY AS 6,000 LIVES.
FIRES STRIKE THE MOST VULNERABLE AMONG US, ESPECIALLY
CHILDREN AND THE ELDERLY. AND IT ALSO STRIKES THE MOST
VALIANT AMONG US -- MANY CASUALTIES ARE FIREFIGHTERS
WHO LOSE THEIR LIVES IN A LAST-DITCH STRUGGLE TO SAVE
OTHERS.
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THEN, AFTER THE COST IN LIVES, WE MUST COUNT
PROPERTY LOSSES IN EXCESS OF $8 BILLION. THESE DOLLARS
CANNOT ADEQUATELY REPRESENT THE TRAGEDY OF SO MANY
BELOVED HOMES, CHURCHES AND BUSINESSES LITERALLY "GONE
UP IN SMOKE."

THERE IS AN ARMY OF DEDICATED AMERICANS WHO STAND
READY TO FIGHT THESE FIRES, ANY TIME, ANY PLACE -- THE
MORE THAN ONE MILLION FIREFIGHTERS OF AMERICA.

] ' ‘-—

-4 -
THE ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN FIRE PREVENTION EFFORTS
ARE TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION. BUT ALL ARE TRUE HEROES,
AND THEIR HEROIC ROLE IS ON DISPLAY HERE TODAY FOR
NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK.

AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL, THE UNITED STATES FIRE
ADMINISTRATION, PART OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY, IS THE NATIONAL LEADER IN
FIREFIGHTING AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE.



-5 -
THESE MEN AND WOMEN FROM THE FIRE ADMINISTRATION ARE
DEDICATED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS TO
HELP FIRE bEpAnTﬁENTs, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS,
PRIVATE BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATIONS, AND EDUCATORS

PROMOTE FIRE SAFETY AND AWARENESS IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS
THE COUNTRY.
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AT THE STATE LEVEL, MANY DEDICATED AGENCIES LABOR
TO PROVIDE TRAINING COURSES FOR FIREFIGHTERS AND
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, ARSON INVESTIGATION
SERVICES AND RESEARCH.

AND, OF COURSE, IN VIRTUALLY EVERY COMMUNITY ACROSS
THIS GREAT COUNTRY ARE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAKE UP
THE FRONT LINES IN THE BATTLE -- THE FIREFIGHTERS --
BOTH CAREER AND VOLUNTEERS, WHO CONTINUE A LONG AND
DISTINGUISHED TRADITION OF FIRE FIGHTING THAT GOES BACK
ALL THE WAY TO THE FIRST VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY FOUNDED
BY BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN 1736.
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((I GUESS IF ONE OF OLD BEN'S KITES CAUGHT FIRE, HE WAS
READY TO PUT IT ouT.))\\

CONGRESS ALSO HAS A ROLE TO PLAY THROUGH THE
CONGRESSIONAL FIRE SERVICES CAUCUS, WHOSE CO-CHAIRMEN
ARE SENATOR JOHN McCAIN AND CONGRESSMAN CURT WELDON.
THE cAucus BOASTS 370 CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS, MAKING
IT THE LARGEST ON CaPitoL HrLL.

. B
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ALL OF THESE GROUPS -- FROM VOLUNTEERS TO MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS -- CAN TELL YOU THAT THE BEST WAY TO FIGHT
FIRE IS NOT WITH FIRE -- BUT WITH PREVENTION. THE
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION DOES A GREAT JOB
IN THIS ENDEAVOR, WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE SUCH AS

a%L--—-(GISDM&hli-

SHANTA JoNEs, THE 1990 NFPA NATIONAL FIRESAFETY POSTER
CONTEST CHILD WINNER. IN THIS AND SO MANY OTHER WAYS,

THEY ARE GEﬁING THE WORD OUT ON FIRE PREVENTION.
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As vYou kNow, TUESDAY MARKED THE ANNIVERSARY OF A
KEY EVENT IN AMERICAN HISTORY, THE "GREAT CHICAGO
FIRE," A SWEEPING CONFLAGRATION THAT DESTROYED MOST OF
THAT GREAT CITY IN 1871. YEARS LATER, OUTRAGE OVER
DEVASTATING CITYWIDE FIRES LED TO A NATIONAL EFFORT TO
PREVENT FIRES.

TO FOCUS THIS NATIONAL CAMPAIGN, PRESIDENT WILSON
PROCLAIMED OCTOBER 9, 1920, As NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION

Day.

- 10 -

IN 1922, PRESIDENT HARDING MADE IT FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK, ‘'SAYING THAT FIRE PREVENTION SHOULD BE PRACTICED
"BY EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD, NOT ONLY DURING THE
WEEK DESIGNATED IN THIS PRONOUNCEMENT, BUT THROUGHOUT
EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. "

THAT IS TRUE Topavy. EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY, WE
CAN HELP SAVE A LIFE BY PREVENTING A FIRE. AND WE caN
KEEP THESE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN WITH US TODAY FROM
HAVING TO RISK THEIR LIVES TO SAVE OURS.



| - 11 -

AGAIN I AM PLEASED TO BE WITH YOU, AND TO SIGN THE
PROCLAMATION DECLARING THIS WEEK AS NATIONAL FIRE

PREVENTION WEEK.
# # #




Document No. 181504Ss

'WHITE HOUSE ING MEMORANDUM

90 0CT 10 P3: 3

10/10/90 ’
DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, ROSE GARDEN
2:30 PM, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990

5:00 PM, WED., OCT. 10

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O J > MCCLURE |
SUNUNU 4 J NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT 0O O PORTER V O
¥ DARMAN J O ROGICH O O
CARD a w UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI 0 \{ i s { 0
DEMAREST \{ o s ) /C/ ‘/ O
FITZWATER O 9/ WINS TON vesassanenons SR
p— - _ PETERSMEYER J ' =
—— % o FIRESTONE i
X HOLIDAY /\/{C/ \/ O CLERK 0
;;;ARKﬁ
Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, x2930, Rm. 122, with a copy to my
office NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM, TODAY. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



S00CT 10 PM 3:17 Davis/Blymire
Title: Fire
Date: Oct. 10, 1990
Draft: One

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, ROSE GARDEN
2:30 p.m., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990

((Acknowledgements, jokes to come))

Members of the fire service community, members of Congress,
Fire Chief Rayfield Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine Company 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you know, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strike i@ the most vulnerable among us, especially children and
the elderly. And it also strikes i@ the most valiant among us -
- many of the 6,000 casualties were firefighters who lost their
lives ;h a last-ditch struggle to save others.

Then, after the cost in lives, we must count property loses
in excess of $38+5 billion. These dollars cannot adequately
represent the tragedy of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses literally "going up in smoke."

Well, there is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fight these fires, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efforts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
heroes, and their heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire Prevention Week.

At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,

part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national



2 poeLonay f" v 7
leader in firefighting. These men and women:‘::;w X are
dedicated to the development of effective programs to help fire
departments, state and local governments} private business and
organizations, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
communities across the countrys All of these people and groups,
work together to help keep America safe from fire.

But a national effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of volunteer fire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the first volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin in 1783. And today, this proud tradition is stronger
than ever before --~ volunteers make up 85 percent of our
firefighting force.

Congress is also doing its part through the Congressional

W (b ine— 2 Sonator Gotn melon g Congie 54 rrwenoerd- Wil el
Fire Service Caucus in 1987 with 370 congressmen and senators,

T o

b
. . Bo S
Fwwﬁﬁ it+s—the largest caucus on Capitol Hill. Most of all, Congress

,cewnﬁ—x’:;\[:es to updath our safety laws set out in the Hotel-Motel
Fire Safety Alct) ‘;’_Zf_{;ﬁAJ Doy Longrras ma Sherrty 152 font~

All of these groups -- from volunteers to Members of
Congress =-- cén tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with fire =-- but with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Association does a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such as Shanta Jones, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety

Poster contest child winner. 1In this and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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As you know, Tuesday marked the anniversary of a key event
in American histérf; the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping
conflagration that destroyed most of that great city ih 1871.
Years later, butrage over devastating citywide fires led to a
national effort to prevent fires.

To focus this national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed Oéfober 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. In-
1922, Preside?t Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,
saying that fire prevéntion should be practiced "by every man,
woman, and child, not only during the week designated in this
éronouncementﬁ but throughout every hour of every day of the
year."

That was irue in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour
of every day, We can help save a life by preventing a fire. AaAnd
we can keep these brave men and women with us today from having
to risk their lives to save our own.

Again I am pleased to be with you, and to sign the

Proclamation declaring this week as National Fire Prevention

' Week.
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please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, x2930, Rm., 122, with a ¢opYy t© my
office NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM, TODAY. Thank ycu.

RESPONSE: l | o M ”/
- C%M V7 i i

+’0 W . - Jamas W, Cicconi
) D b~ Assistant to the President

W and ODaputy to the Chief of Staft
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: m\noxm. uaz PREVENTION WEEK, ROSE GARDEX

((Ackno@ledgements, jokes te come))
Memhersaof the fire service community, members of Congrass,
géi Fire Chief Rayfield Alfred and my persenal firefighters fron
Engine Company 13 and Tower 10 -~ welcome to the White Housea.
more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
nited States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 1ives. Fires

e£§\ strike at the most vulnerable among us, ezpecially enhildren and

the elderly. And it also strikes at the most valliant améhg us -

- many‘of teér;ﬂ*sg:gasualties were firefighters who lost thelr
lives in a iggijditch struggle to save others.

Then, after the cost in lives, we must count property loses
in excass of $10.5 billioen. These dollars cannot adequately
represent tﬂe tragedy of sé many beloved homes, churches and
pusinesses iitarally ugeing up in spoka.”

Wall, ﬁhere is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fight these fires, any time, any place =~ Aperica’s 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations invelved in fire
prevention §£forts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
heroes, andltheir heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire Preventlon veek.

At the federal level, the United stateg Fire Administratien,

part of the;Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the naticnal
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leader in firefighting. These men and women rrom FEMA ars
dedicated to the devaelopment of efrectiQe programs to help fire
departments, state and local governments, private business and
organizations, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
communitieslacross the country. All of these people and groups,
work togethér'to help keep America safe from fire.

But a national effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of voluntger fire fighting, a traditien that goes back all the
way to the first volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin in 1783. And tcday, this proud tradition is stronger

than ever before -- volunteers make up 85 percent of our

T
e g i
through thae Congressional
a’n«hwthp

370 congressmen and senators,

firefighting force.

congress e al 7[

Fire.Service. caucus(ln 1987; ré%h
AHRJ‘fdv
s the largest caucus on Capitel Hill. Mest—of—aii;—Congress--
.eent&nues—tUfupdatE-Uuf“3EfEty'taw3_3utremt—fn-tnu—nvtat-ﬂoee1
Pire—Satety ATt

All of these groups ~-- from volunteers to Members of

congress == can tell you that the bast way to fight fire is not
_with fire -- but with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Aasociatien dﬁes a great job in this endeaver, working with young
people such as Shanta Jones, the 1990 NFPA National Fireearety‘
Poster contest c¢hild winner. In thiis and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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As you know, Tuesday marked the anniversary of a key svent
in Amarican history, the nGreat Chicago Fire," a sweeping
conflagratioh that destroyed mest of that great city in 1871.

Years 1ater,'outragg over devastating citywide fires led to a

national effort to prevent fires.

To focus this national campaign, President Woodrow wWilson
proclaimed Oétober 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. In
1922, President Warren Harding made it fire prevention veek,
gsaying that rlre prevention should be practiced by every man,

woman, and child, not only during the week designated in this

pronouncemen;, but throughout every hour of avery day of the

year."

' That was true in 1922, ang that is true today. Every hour
’-'—'—-s.._ . B

of every day, we can help save a life by preventing a fire. Anad

we can keep these brave men and women with us roday from having

to risk their lives to save ourdowr.
Again I am pleased to be with you, and to sign the

Proclamation declaring this week as National Fire Prevention

wWeek.
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office NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM, TODAY. Thank you.
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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((Acknow;edgements, jokes to come))

Members 6f the fire service community, members of Congress,
Fire chief Rayfield Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine Company 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you know, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the

‘United States ‘this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires

strike at thelmost vulnerable among us, especially children and
the elderly. :And it also strikes at the most valiant among us -
- many of the 6 000 casualties were firefighters who lost their
lives 1n a last -ditch struggle to save others.

Then, after the cost in lives, we must count ﬁroperty loses

in excess o 10 5 billion. )These dollars cannot adequately

represent the fragedy of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses literally "going up in smoke."

Well, thefe is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fight these fires, any tiﬁe, any place -- America's 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efforts are too .numerous to mention. But all are true
héroes, and théir heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire érevention Week.

At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,

part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national
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2
leader in firefighting. These men and women from FEMA are
dedicated to:the development of effective programs to help fire
departments, state and local governments, private business and
organizations, and edgcators promote fire safety and awareness in
communities across the country. All of these people and groups,
work togethef to help keep America safe from fire.

But a national effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of volunteerifire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the first volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin in 1783. And today, this proud tradition is stronger
than ever before -- volunteers make up 85 percent of our
firefighting force.

Cbngresslis also doing its part through the Congressional
Fire Service Caucus in 1987; with 370 congressmen and senators,
it's the largést caucus on Capitol Hill. Most of all, Congress
continues to ﬁpdate our safety laws set out in the Hotel-Motel
Fire Safety Act.

All of tﬁese groups -- from volunteers to Members of
Congress -~ can tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with fire =-- but with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Association does a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such as Shanta Jonés, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety
Poster contest child winner. 1In this and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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As yoﬁ Enow,"?uesday marked the anniversary of a key event
in American histérf; the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping
conflagratioﬁ tﬁat destroyed most of that great city in 1871.'
Years later, outrage over devastating citywide fires led to a
national effort to prevent fires.

To focuslthis national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed Oéfober 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. In
1922, Presideﬁt Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,
saying that fire prevéntion should be practiced "by every man,
woman, and child, not only'during the week designated in this
pronouncement{ but throughout every hour of every day of the
year."

That was:true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour
of every day, we can help save a life by preventing a fire. And
we can keep tﬁese brave men and women with us today from having
to risk their lives to save our own.

Again I aﬁ pPleased to be with you, and to sign the
Proclamation déclaring this week as National Fire Prevention

Week.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, ROSE GARDEN
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((Acknowledgements, jokes to come)) _’/‘grLU”xﬁtlglﬂE;U1drhﬁc*ﬂ

Members of the fire service community, members of.Congress,
%Wu\w\ 3¢ 2 570 T ormns v
Fire Chief Rayfield Alfre nd my personal firefighters from

Engine Company 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you know, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strike at the most vulnerable among us, especially children and
the elderly. And it also strikes at the most valiant among us -
- many of the 6,000 casualties were firefighters who lost their
lives ih a last-ditch struggle to save others.

Then, after the cost in lives, we must count property loses
in excess of $10.5 billion. These dollars cannot adequately
represent the tragedy of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses literally "going up in smoke."

Well, there is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fight these fires, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efforts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
heroes, and their heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire Prevention Week.

At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,

part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national
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leader in firefighting. These men and women from FEMA are
dedicated to the development of effective programs to help fire
departments, state and local governments, private business and
organizations, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
communities across the country. All of these people and groups,
work together to help keep America safe from fire.

But a national effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition it
of volunteer fire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the

/

way to the first volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin//’

/

Franklin in 1783. And today, this proud tradition is stro gef§§
than ever before =-- volunteers make up 85 percent of our ==
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All of these groups -- from volunségiﬂﬂgb Members of
Congress -- can tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with fire -- but with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Association does a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such as Shanta Jones, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety
Poster contest child winner. In this and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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As you know, Tuesday marked the anniversary of a key event
in American histofy; the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping
conflagration that destroyed most of that great city in 1871.
Years later, outrage over devastating citywide fires led to a
national effort to prevent fires.

To focus:this national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed October 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. 1In
1922, President Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,
saying that fire prevention should be practiced "by every man,
woman, and child, not only during the week designated in this
pfonouncement, but throughout every hour of every day of the
year." |

That was true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour
of every day, we can help save a life by preventing a fire. And
we can keep these brave men and women with us today from having
to risk their lives to save our own.

Again I am pleased to be with you, and to sign the
Proclamation declaring this week as National Fire Prevention

Week.
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Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, x2930, Rm. 122, with a copy to my
office NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM, TODAY. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Voase see commads

)O/IO/OLO James W. Cicconl
Assistant to the President
_ and Deputy to the Chief of Statf
- Ext. 2702
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lgader in :1£ef1qht1ng. These men and women from FEMA are
dedicated to the development of effective programs to help fira
. departments, ?tate and local governments, private business and
organizations, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
 communities a?ross the country. Aall of these people and groups,
work togather%to help kaep America safe from fire.

But a naﬁional effort must begin at tha local leval, with
volunteers. fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of volunteer fire fightihg, a traditien that goes back all the
way to thé fiist volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin

. Franklin in 1%83. And today, this proud tradition is stronger
.than aver betdre == volunteers make up 85 percent of our
firefighting forca

ccngrasslis also doing its part through the Congr s:éﬁral

oo~ CYnon axe. v Tohn "
Fire Bervices Caucus *-n——lee-'»'-r-ﬂrth- 370 congressmen and senators,
it the largest caucus on Capitel Hill. Meost of all, Congress <21t

-ﬁ% updatdour safety laws seé—sak in the Hotel-Motal ‘Q Q/d

Fire Safety Act, 't oved L\.’ @M\msm %Q—Mw 6”;}%““
All of these groupé -- from volunteers to Members of

congrasg == cap tell you that the best way to fight fire is not

with fire == h?t with pravention. Tha National Firae Protection

.Association does a great job in this endeavor, working with young

people such asEShanta Jones, the 1950 NFPA National PFiresafety

hPoster contast:child winnex. In this and so many other ways,

they are gatting the word out on fire prevention,
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SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYI
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Please provide comments/edits c¢ia the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, x2930, Rm. 122, with a copy to my
office NO LATER THAN 5: OO PM, TODAY. Thank yodu.
RESPONSE:

NO COMMENTS. T KS.
HOLLY WILLIAMSO

10-10-90
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Assistant to the President
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((Acknoéledgements, jekes to come) )

Members of the fire service community, members of Congrass,
Fire Chief Ra&field Alfred and my personal firafighters from
Engino-Compan& 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White Houss.

AS you k#aw, more than 2,100,000 fires breoka out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strika at tha%most vilnarable among us, especially children and
. the elderly. and it also strikes at tha most valiant among us -
= many of the ?,oooicasualtias were firefighters who logt their

lives in a'lasﬁ—ditch struggle to sava others.

Then, aft;r the cost in lives, we myst count property losas
in excesz of $i0.5 bil;ion. These dollars cannot'adcquately
represent the tragedy of so many beloved homeQ, churches and
buasinaassaes 1itérally "going up iq smoke, "

Wall, therb is an army of dedicated Americans whe stand
Teady to fight %neaa fires, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firofigﬁtersq The organizations involved in fire
prevention effoéts are toc .numerous to mention, But all are trus
héroes, and theﬁr haroic role is on display here today for
National Fire P%evention Week.

At the tedéral lavel, the United States Pire Administratien,
part of the Feda%al Emargency Management Agency, is the national

[
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dedicated to the development of aeffective programs to help fire
departmonts, | state and local governments, private business ana

organizations, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in

oommunities across the countr § jﬁ'oif these people and groups
@k together to help keep America safe from fire,

= ’ J h
3 tradition
of weduniseey f.ira fighting, a tradition that goes back all the

way to the first volunteer fire company foundad by Benjamin

Franklin in 1783. And today, this proud tradition is stronger

than evar betore%tmw

Eitetighting Lorven

Congress iis also doing its part through the Congressional

.Pire Service Cauous in 1987; with 370 congressman and senators,
~it's the largest caucus on Capitol Hill, Most of all, Congress

continues to ulpdate our safety laws ub-mai-drtho Hotel-Motel

. Fire satety Aot. M oideases! 57 s Rectoy Swactaent bfé/
All of these groups -- from voluntears to Members of

Congresg -- oap tell you that the best way to fight fire is neot

with £ipe == but with prevention, Tha Naticnal Fire Protaction

Association doas a great job in this endeavor, working with young

peopla such as Shanta Jones, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety

Poster contest ohild winner. In this and §o many other ways,
t

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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'Aa you ?now,,?ﬁééday marked the anniversary ef a key event
in American ﬁistéry; the "Great Chicago Fire,» a Sweeping
. conflagratioﬁ that destroyed mogt of that great ecity in 1371.
Yaars later,zoutrage over devaitgting cltywide fires led to a

national effort to prevent fires,

io focus:this national campaiqn, Fresident Woodrow Wilgon
Proclaimed oééober 9, 1920, az National Fire Prevantion Pay. 1In
is%22, Preaidaét warren Harding made it fire prevention vesk,
say;ng that fire prevention should be practiceqd "by every man,
weman, and chiﬁd,.nct only during the waek designated in thig

‘ pronouncemont,tbut throughout every hour of every day of the
Year.? i .

That was ﬁrua in 1922, and that is true today., ‘Every hour
of every day, ﬁe can help save a life by praventing a fire. ana
we can kaep these brave men ang women with us today from having
to risk their lgvas to save our own.

Again I amipleaaed to be with you, and to gign thae

. Proclamation deélaring this week as Nationa; ;;ra Prevention
Week. i



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 10, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER f4/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: National Fire Prevention

Week, Rose Garden

We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. We approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

ce: James W. Cicconi
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VICE PRESIDENT O J MCCLURE j O
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SCOWCROFT 0 0 PORTER .. sy O
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CARD a w UNTERMEYER O |
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, ROSE GARDEN
2:30 p.m., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990

((Acknowledgements, jokes to come))

Members of the fire service community, members of Congress,
Fire Chief Rayfield Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine Company 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you know, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strike_at the most vulnerable among us, especially children and
the elderly. And it also strikes/;t/the most valiant among us -
- many of the 6,000 casualties were firefighters who lost their
lives ;ﬁ a last-ditch struggle to save others.

Then, after the cost in lives, we must count property loses
in excess of $10.5 billion. These dollars cannot adequately
represent the tragedy of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses literally "going up in smoke."

Well, there is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fight these fires, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efforts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
heroes, and their heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire Prevention Week.

At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,

part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national



2
leader in fiﬁefighting. These men and women from FEMA are
dedicated to%the development of effective programs to help fire
departments,@state and lécal governments, private business and
organizationé, and educators promote fire safety and a&areness in
communities across the country. All of these people and groups,
work together to help keep America safe from fire.

|
But a nétional effort must begin at the local level, with

volunteers. (Fortunately, this country has a vigorous traditioh
of volunteer%fire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the fﬂrst volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin in ﬂ783. And today, this proud tradifion is stronger
than ever befbre ~— volunteers make up 85 percent of our
firefighting &orce.

CbngreSS{is also doing its part through the Congressional
Fire Service baucus in 1987; with 370 congressmen and senators,
it's the largést caucus on Capitol Hill. Most of all, Congress
continues to hpdate our safety laws set out in the Hotel-Motel

Fire safety Act.

All of tﬁese groups -- from volunteers to Members of
Ccongress -- cén tell you that the best way to figﬁt fire is not
with fire -- $ut with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Association d#es a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such a% Shanta Jonés, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety

Poster contest child winner. In this and so many other ways,

|
they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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As you %now,,?uesday marked the anniversary of a key event
in American history, the "Great -Chicago Fire," a sweeping

conflagration that destroyed most of that great city in 1871.
|
Years later, outrage over devastating citywide fires led to a

national effo%t to prevent fires.

To focus%this national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed 0c£ober 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. In
1522, Pre51dent Warren Harding made it fire prevention week
saying that flre preventlon should be practiced "by every man,
woman, and‘ch;ld, not only during the week designated in this

pronouncement,; but throughout every hour of every day of the

year." :
That was:true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour
of every day,1we can help save a life by preventing a fire. And

we can keep these brave men and women with us today from having
|
to risk their lives to save our own.

Again I dm pleased to be with you, and to sign the

Proclamation declaring this week as National Fire Prevention

Week.
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SUBJECT:

ACTION FYi ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT MCCLURE ]

I suNuNu O J NEWMAN - -
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AR
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REMARKS: o

Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, %2930, Rm, 122, with a copy to my
office NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM, TODAY. Thank ydu.

RESPONSE:

el! 2 James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chiaf of Statf
Ext. 2702
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.PRESIDEN@I&L%RHH&RK&: NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WBEK, ROSE GARDEN
1 2:30 p.m., THURBDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990

((Acknoﬁledqemants, jokes to come))

Membexrs pf the fire service community, members of Congress,
Fira cniet'Ra?field Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine COmpan§ 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you kpow, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
.8trika at thaémost vulnerabls among us, especially children and
the elderly. iAnd it also strikes at the most valiant anong us -
- many of tha 6,000 casualties were firefighters who losat their
 lives in a laat—ditch struggle to save others.

Then, af;or the cost in lives, we must count property loses
in excess of $1o 5 hillion. Thege dollars cannot adegquately
‘rapresent the . tragady of S0 many beloved homes, churchaes and
businazses 1itera11y “"golng up ig smoka."

Well, there is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
reédy to.fighﬁ these firss, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firef%qhters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efforts are too .numerous to mention. But all are true
héroes, and thgir heroic role is on display herse teday for
National Fire ?ravention Week,

At tha tegoral level, the United States Firae Administration,

_pdre of the Faaeral Emergency Management Agency, is the national
|
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leader in firefighting. These men and women from+¥EMA“are
dedicated to the development of effective programs to help firae
departments, state and local governments, private business and
organizations, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
cod;;nzziel across ég; count;ggfkjgi';;-thesa people and groups

@.‘k together to help keep America safe from fire,

?

e DT A T i RS i e A i e R e b PR tradit.ioh
of weiunseexy fire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the first volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin

Franklin in 1783. And today, this proud tradifion is stronger
-

than avar befora,

SitrelisiTting Eorsam
Congress is alsc doing its part through the Congressional

Fire Service Caucus in 1987; with 370 congressmen and senators,

it's the largest caucus on Capitol Hill. Most of all, Congrass

continues to update our safety \aps -“-md*-thc Hotel=Motel

Fire Safety Act. o~ - ‘f Fod" e 00T ~“*ﬂ'~¢ °‘c
All of these groups =-- frow volunteers to Members of

Congress -- can tell you that the best way to fight fire is not

with fire -- but with prevention. The Naticnal Fira Protection

Association does a great jeb in this endeavor, working with young

people such as Shanta Jones, the 1590 NFPA National Firesafety

Poster contest child winner. 1In this and s=o many other ways,

they ars getting the word out on fire prevention.
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Aa you know, Tucsday marked the anniversary of a Xey avent
in American history, the "Great Chicago Fire," a swaeping
conflagration that destroyed most of that great city in 1871,
Years later, autrage over devastating citywide fires led to a
natienal effort to prevent firas.

To tocus this national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed October 9, 1920, as National Fire Pravantion Day. In
1922, Prasident Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,
sayinq that fi:e prevention should be practiced "by avery wan,
woman, and ch%ld, not only during the week designated in this
4pronouncemantJ but throughout every hour of every day of the
Yaar." i »

That was %rue in 1922, and that ia true today. Every hour
of avery day, Wwe can help save a life by preventing a fire. aAnd
wa can keep these brave men and women with us today frem having

. to risk their iives to save our own.
Again I am Pleased to be with you, and tqksign the

~ Proclamation declarinq this week as National Fire Prevention
. Weak,
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((Ackno&ledgements, jokes to come))

Membersiof the fire service community, members of Congress,
Fire Chief R%yfield Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine Compaﬂy 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you énow, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States{this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strike at theémost vulnerable among us, especially children and
the elderly. !And it also strikes at the most valiant among us -
- many of the!6,000 casualties were firefighters who lost their
lives gh a la%t-ditch struggle to save others.

Then, af%er the cost in iives, we must count property loses
in excess of élo.s billion. These dollars cannot.adequately
represent theztragedf of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses liéerally "going up in smoke.™

| Well, thére is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fighé these fires, any time, any place ~-- America's 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efﬁorts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
héroes, and tﬂeir heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire %revention Week. _

At the feheral level, the United States Fire Administration,
part of the Feheral Emergency Management Agency, is the national

|

I

)
i
|
|
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leader in firefighting. These men and women from FEMA are

dedicated to' the development of effective programs to help fire

departments, state and local governments, private business and
organization%, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
communities écross the country. All of these people and groups,
work togetheg to help keep America safe from fire.

But a nétional effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. ;Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of volunteer fire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the first volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin in 4783. And today, this proud tradition is stronger

t

than ever before -=- volunteers make up 85 percent of our
firefighting%force.

Cbngres$ is also doing its part through the Congressional
Fire ServiceZCaucus in 1987; with 370 congressmen and senators,
it's the laréest caucus on Capitol Hill. Most of all, Congress
continues to;update our safety laws set out in the Hotel-Motel
Fire Safety éct.

All of éhese groups -- from volunteers to Members of
Congress =-- éan tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with fire --Ebut with prevention. The National Fire Protection
Association éoes a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such és Shanta Jonés, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety

Poster conteét child winner. In this and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
|

I
|
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As you.ﬁnow,>?uesday marked the anniversary of a key event
in American ﬂistory, the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping

conflagratioﬁ that destroyed most of that great city in 1871.

i

Years later,}outrage over devastating citywide fires led to a

national effért to prevent fires.

To focué this national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
|

proclaimed Oqtober 9, 1920, as National Fire Prévention Day. 1In
1922, Presid%nt Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,
saying that ﬁire prevéntion should be practiced "by every man,

woman, and cﬁild, not only during the week designated in this
|

pronouncemenﬁ, but throughout every hour of every day of the

year."

i
t
|
I
i
1
|

That was true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour
of every day,iwe can help save a life by preventing a fire. And

we can keep these brave men and women with us today from having
i

to risk their{lives to save our own.
|
Again I ?m pPleased to be with you, and to sign the

Proclamation Beclaring this week as National Fire Prevention

Week.

|
!
|
i
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PRESIDENTIAL .REMARKS: NATIONAL FIRE. PREVENTION WEEK, RCS8E GARDEN
i 2:30 p.m., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1990.

((Acknowledgements, jokes to come))
Members%of the fire service community, members of Congress,
é;i Fire Chief R;yfield Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine Compaﬁy 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.
’ more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
nited State% this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
Ag$ ) strike at thq most vulnerable among us, especilally children'and ‘

the elderly.i And it alsc strikes at the ‘most valiant among us =

asualties were firefighters who lost their
lives ih a ldst-ditch struggle to save others.

Then, aﬁter the cost in lives, we must count property loses
in excess of§$10.5 billion. These dollars cannot adequately
represent the tragedy of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses lﬁterally "going up in smoke."

Well, théra is an arﬁy of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fighi these fires, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firefﬁghters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention eonrts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
heroes, and tﬁeir heroic role is on display here today for |

i
H

National Fire Prevention Week.

At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,

part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national
|



™

2

leader in firefighting. These men and women from FEMA are
dedicated to the development of effective programs to help fire
departments,?state and local governments, private business and
organizationé, and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
communities across the country. All of these people and groups,
work together to help keep America safe from fire.

But a natlonal effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. ;Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of volunteergfire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the ﬁlrst volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin 1n|1783. And today, this proud tradition is stronger
than ever before -- volunteers make up 85 percent of our
flreflghting force. W (4 o nole e _

Congress o al% i ;fthrough the Congressional

Fire,Serv1ce Caucus( in“1987; rr*tb 370 congressmen and senators,
|

e ;
gl the largest caucus on Capitol Hill. Mestofali;—€ongress—-

satety 1l

All of%these groups -- from volunteers to Members of
congress --écan tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with tirc'-L but with prevention. The National Fire Protection -
Association does a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such as Shanta Jones, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafaety
Poster contest child winner. In this and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.

1
{
!
{
!

|
|
|
{



;
;

As you k%ow, Tﬁesday marked the énniversary-of a key event
in American h&story, the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping
conflagrationéthat destroyed most of that great éity in 187i.
‘'Years later, ?utraqe over devastating citywide fires led to a
national effo?t to prevent fires.

To focusithis national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed Ociober 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. 1In
1922, Preside?t Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,
saying that fhre prevention should be practiced "byievexy man,
woman, and ch?ld, not only during the week designated in this

pronouncement; but throughout every hour of every day of the

year." !

' That was; true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour

of‘Z;;;;_g;;TT;; can help save a life by preventing a fire. And
we can keep these brave men and women with us today from having
to risk their?lives to save oursoewrr.

Again I ?m pleased to be with you, and to sign the
Proclamation éeclaring this week as National Fire Prevention

Week.
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((Acknowledgements, jokes to come))

Members of the fire service community, members of Congress,
Fire Chief Rayfield Alfred and my personal firefighters from
Engine Company 13 and Tower 10 -- welcome to the White House.

As you know, more than 2,100,000 fires broke out in the
United States this year, claiming as many as 6,000 lives. Fires
strike at the most vulnerable among us, especially children and
the elderly. And it also strikes at the most valiant among us -
- many of the 6,000 casualties were firefighters who lost their
lives ;h a last-ditch struggle to save others.

“Themy, !&ter the cost in lives, we must count property 1osesbz//
in excess of $10.5 billion. These dollars cannot adequately
represent the tragedy of so many beloved homes, churches and
businesses literally "going up in smoke."

Well, there is an army of dedicated Americans who stand
ready to fight these fires, any time, any place -- America's 1.2
million firefighters. The organizations involved in fire
prevention efforts are too numerous to mention. But all are true
heroes, and their heroic role is on display here today for
National Fire Prevention Week.

At the federal level, the United States Fire Administration,

part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is the national



2
leader in firkfighting. These men and women from FEMA are
dedicated to ?he development of effective programs to help fire
departments, %tate and local governments, private business and
organizationsh and educators promote fire safety and awareness in
communities abross the country. All of these people and groups,
work together to help keep America safe from fire.

But a naFional effort must begin at the local level, with
volunteers. Fortunately, this country has a vigorous tradition
of volunteer %ire fighting, a tradition that goes back all the
way to the fiist~volunteer fire company founded by Benjamin
Franklin in 1?83. And today, this proud tradition is stronger
than ever befére -- volunteers make up 85 percent of our
firefighting %orce.

Cbngress?is also doing its part through the Congressional
Fire Service éaucus in 1987; with 370 congressmen and senators,
it's the largést caucus on Capitol Hill. Most of all, Congress
continues to ?pdate our safety laws set out in the Hotel-Motel
Fire Safety Aét.

All of tgese groups -- from volunteers to Members of
Congress =-- cén tell you that the best way to fight fire is not
with fire =-- #ut with prevention. The National Fire Protectionﬂ
Associatioﬁ dées a great job in this endeavor, working with young
people such a% Shanta Jonés, the 1990 NFPA National Firesafety

Poster contesﬁ child winner. 1In this and so many other ways,

they are getting the word out on fire prevention.
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As you kdow,,?uesday marked the anniversary of a key event

in American history, the "Great Chicago Fire," a sweeping

conflagration that destroyed most of that great city in 1871.
i

Years later, ohtrage over devastating citywide fires led to a

national effork to prevent fires.

To focus Fhis national campaign, President Woodrow Wilson

proclaimed October 9, 1920, as National Fire Prevention Day. 1In
|

1922, President Warren Harding made it fire prevention week,

saying that fife prevéntion should be practiced "by every man,

woman, and chi;d, not only during the week designated in this
pronouncement,ibut throughout every hour of every day of the
year."

i
That was true in 1922, and that is true today. Every hour

of every day, &e can help save a life by preventing a fire. and

we can keep thése brave men and women with us today from having

to risk their lives to save our own.

Again I am pleased to be with you, and to sign the
i

Proclamation déclaring this week as National Fire Prevention

Week. !



