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! (Hinchliffe/Grossman)
October 4, 1990 4 p.m.
SWITCH

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICANS

October 9, 1990 3 p.m.
Roosevelt Room

Thank you very much, all of you, welcome to the Roosevelt

Room -- and, of course, to the Republican Party. I felt so

strongly about this event that I asked the best writer in the
White House to help me put together my remarks. So Millie was up
all night working on them. \\ You know, I thought I had loyalty
from everyone in this administration -- who would have guessed my
own dog would have written a "lick and tell" book. \\\

Of course, at least her perspective is that of a Republican
insider. And that's something all of you now share -- a piece of
the Republican party. The party of famil faith and the
future. \\\

There's an old saying as to how you can tell a good country
from a bad one. Have them both open their doors. People will
stampede out of the bad country ... and people will rush into the
good one. \\ As I see all the remarkable statistics on the

numbers of people switching from the Democratic party and into

the Republican party -- well, I guess that's a pretty good
comment on exactly what's happening in politics today. \\

You know, in the last couple of years alone, you and nearly
250 other former Democratic office holders and party leaders |
across the country have switched over. Your ranks include

Congressmen Bill Grant, Tommy Robinson and Jim McCrery; \\
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statewide elected office holders; \\ state senators and
representatives; \\ even judges. \\\

You're joining a pretty impressive group of previous
switchers: Drug Czar Bill Bennett; Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick;
Senator Phil Gramm; DC police chief and mayoral candidate Maurice
Turner. And probably the greatest former Democrat of all:
President Ronald Reagan, who once gave the best explanation of
why so many former Democrats are becoming Republicans. He said
simply: "I didn't leave the Democratic Party. The Democratic
party left me."™ \\

And so it has. It's left behind the average, hard-working,
mainstream voter in its quest for new levels of special-inter-
est, liberal politics. \\

So thousands of disillusioned Democrats like you asked: why
should we stay with leaders who no longer represent us? And you
decided to come into the Republican fold -- aligning yourselves

with the party that stands for a strong America.\\ The party that

represents your tough-on-crime, pro-defense views and, above all,

your commitment to good, strong, old-fashioned family wvalues. \\

For while some people change their principles for their

party -- you and all these others have changed your party for

your principles. \\\
Lee Atwater said that hearing about how many people have
switched is "the best get-well present" he can have. 1It's also

the best get-well present for America. For the Republican party
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is growing in strength and loyalty and leadership as it moves to

become the majority party in this great nation. \\\

You've made a bold and brave decision of conscience: putting
your political lives on the line for your political morals. We

welcome and congratulate you and say -- your kind of integrity

and honor are exactly what the Republican party is all about. \\\
Being in the Roosevelt Room today reminds me of a quote from
Teddy Roosevelt, whose spirit of tough idealism still echoes in
these halls. He said something that seems pretty appropriate to
this event: "Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win great
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, \\ than to rank with
those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much." W\
For your strength of character; your ability to dream; and
your determination to take risks in order to enrich the life of
your country -- I, and the Republican party, welcome you.
Together we can do great things for our nation and our future .
Thank you all for coming -- and God bless the country we

share.



THE WHITE HOUSE

90 w‘ s Wﬁﬁ!laeTON

October 5, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON,
FROM: JIM PINKERTON ~
SUBJECT: Welcoming New Republicans Draft Speech

pg. 1, para., 1 The Millie jokes in this graf are
genuinely funny.

3,3,2 "...a quote from Teddy Roosevelt...."

The quote itself sounds a bit of downbeat at the
speeches conclusion, suggesting that the "switchers" are
going to suffer for their switch but that it will be worth
it. Besides, this quote has, through no fault of its own,
so to speak,been associated with the recent Dartmouth
Review contretemps. Thus the "Safety First" rule argues as
well for omitting it.

Hi#



Document No. 180200SS

WHITE HM §TA§1.‘IW MEMORANDUM

10/4/90 10/5/90 1:00 PM

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 [/ Mcc@ 0
SUNUNU o o NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT o O PORTER ¥ O
DARMAN O. O ROGICH Y G
CARD { = UNTERMEYER O 0
CICCONI O / ROGERS v ©
DEMAREST ﬁ/ 0 WERSTON O J
FITZWATER 0 l/ PINKERTON E/ 0
GRAY | d CARNEY ( O
HAGIN o . O a O
HOLIDAY / O O 0

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
%2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

nNo Comment 7 o/5 /10

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
‘ 90 0CT § ll: 28

pATe: 10/4/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY"

10/5/90 1:00 PM

suBJECT: FPRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

/

ACTION FYI ACTIO FYI
VICE PRESIDENT CCLURE J O
SUNUNU NEWMAN 0O 0
SCOWCROFT PORTER !/ 0
DARMAN ROGICH { O
CARD UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI SUGERON — - % O
DEMAREST WINSTON O {
FITZZWATER PINKERTON { -
GRAY CARNEY { O
HAGIN O O
HOLIDAY 0 O

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. hank you.

RESPONSE:

/\uiwy% Ue#{/v&w v - 2l

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(Hinchliffe/Grossman)
October 4, 1990 4 p.m.
SWITCH
900CT -4 PM 51y,
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS8: - WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICANS
October 9, 1990 3 p.m.
Roosevelt Roon

Thank you very much, all of you, welcome to the Roosevelt
Room -- and, of course, to the Republican Party. I felt so
strongly about this event that I asked the best writer in the
White House to help me put together my remarks. So Millie was up
all night working on them. \\ You know, I thought I had loyalty
from everyone in this administration -- who would have guessed my
own dog would have written a "lick and tell" book. \\\

Of course, at least her perspective is that of a Republican
insider.” And that's something all of you now share ~- a piece of
the Republican party. The party of family, \\ faith \\ and the
future. \\\

There's an old saying as to how you can tell a good country
from a bad one. Have them both open their doors. People will
stampede out of the bad country ... and people will rush into the

good one. \\ As I see all the remarkable statistics on the

numbers of people switching from the Democratic party and into

the Republican party -- well, I guess that's a pretty good
comment on exactly what's happening in politics today. \\

You know, in the last couple of years alone, you and nearly
250 other former Democratic office holders and party leaders
across the country have switched over. Your ranks include

Congressmen Bill Grant, Tommy Robinson and Jim McCrery; \\
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statewide eiected office holders; \\ state senators and
representatives; \\ even judges. \\\
You're joining a pretty impressive group of previous
switchers: Drug Czar Bill Bennett; Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick;

Senator Phil Gramm; DC police chief and mayoral candidate Maurice

Turner. And probably the greatest former Democrat of all:
President Ronald Reagan, who once gave the best explanation of
'why so many former Democrats are becoming Republicans. He said
simply: "I didn't leave the Democratic Party. The Democratic
party left me." \\

And so it has. 1It's left behind the average, hard-working,
mainstream voter iq its quest for new levels of special-inter-
est, liberal politics. \\

So thousands of disillusioned Democrats like you asked: why
should we stay with leaders who no longer represent us? And you
decided to come into the Republican fold -- aligning yourselves

with the party that stands for a strong America.\\ The party that

represents your tough-on-crime, pro-defense views and, above all,

your commitment to good, strong, old~fashioned family values. \\

For while some people change their principles for their
party == you and 511 these others have changed your party for

your principles. \\\

Lee Atwater said that hearing about how many people have
switched is "the best get-well present" he can have. It's also

the best get-well present for America. For the Republican party
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is growing in strength and loyalty and .leadership as it moves to

become the majority party in this great nation. \\\

You've made a bold and brave decision of conscience: putting
your political lives on the line for your political morals. We

welcome and congratulate you and say -- your kind of inteqrity

and honor are exactly what the Republican party is all about. \\\
Being in the Roosevelt Room today reminds me of a quote from
Teddy Roosevelt, whose spirit of tough idealism still echoes in
these halls. He said something that seems pretty appropriate to
this event: "Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win great
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, \\ than to rank with
those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much." WA
For your strength of character; your ability to dream; and
your determination to take risks in order to enrich the life of
your country -- I, and the Republican party, welcome you.
Together we can do great things for our nation and our future .
Thank you all for coming -- and God bless the country we

share.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
900CTS All: 48
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DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:__ -0/ 5/90 1:00 PM

susJecT: FPRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE m/ O
SUNUNU o O NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT O O PORTER ¥ O
DARMAN O, O ROGICH !/ |
CARU——S/ 0 UNTERMEYER 0 0
CICCONI 0 / ROGERE vl O
DEMAREST [/ O 4 LNSTON O Q/
FITZZWATER O [/ PINKERTON E/ 0
GRAY O O CARNEY { O
HAGIN o, O O O
HOLIDAY [/ O 0 O

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
%2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

¥
/ X v James W. Cicconi
w Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(Hinchliffe/Grossman)

October 4, 1990 4 p.m.
SWITCH
900CT -4 P¥ 5: 1y
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS8: WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICANS
October 9, 1990 3 p.n.

Roosevelt Room

Thank you very much, all of you, welcome to the Roosevelt
Room -- and, of course, to the Republican Party. I felt so
strongly about this event that I asked the best writer in the
White House to help me put together my remarks. So Millie waé up
all night working on them. \\ You know, I thought I had loyalty
from everyone in this administration -- who would héve guessed my
own dog would have written a "lick and tell" book. \\\

Oof course, at least her perspective is that of a Republican
insider. And that's something all of you now share -- a piece of

the Republican party. The party of family, \\ faith \\ and the

future. \\\

There's an old saying as to how you can tell a good country
from a bad one. Have them both open their doors. People will
stampede out of the bad country ... and people will rush into the
good one. \\ As I seé all the remarkable statistics on the
numbers of people switching from the Democratic party and. into
the Republican party -- well, I guess that's a pretty good
comment on exactly what's happening in politics today. \\

You know, in the last couple of years alone, you and nearly
250 other former Democratic office holders and party leaders
écross the country have sQitched over. Your ranks include

Congressmen Bill Grant, Tommy Robinson and Jim McCrery; \\



2
statewide elected office holders; \\ state senators and
representatives; \\ even judges. \\\
You're joining a pretty impressive group of previous
switchers: Drug Czar Bill Bennett; Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick;

Senator Phil Gramm; DC police chief and mayoral candidate Maurice

Turner. And probably the greatest former Democrat of all:
President Ronald Reagan, who once gave the best explanation of
why so many former Democrats are becoming Republicans. He said
simply: "I didn't leave the Democratic Party. The Democratic
party left me." \\

And so it has. It's left behind the average, hard-working,
mainstream voter in its quest for new levels of special-inter-
est, liberal politics. \\

So thousands of disillusioned Democrats like you asked: why
should we stay with leaders who no longer represent us? And you

decided to come into the Republican fold -- aligning yourselves

with the party that stands for a strong America.\\ The party that

represents your tough-on-crime, pro-defense views and, above all,

your commitment to good, strong, old-fashioned family values. \\

For while some people change their principles for their

party -- you and all these others have changed your party for

your principles. \\\

Lee Atwater said that hearing about how many people have
switched is "the best get-well present" he can have. 1It's also

the best get-well present for America. For the Republican party
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is growing in strength and loyalty and leadership as it moves to

become the majority party in this great nation. \\\

You've made a bold and brave decision of conscience: putting
your political lives on the line for your ‘political morals. We

welcome and congratulate you and say -- your kind of integrity

and honor are exactly what the Republican party is all about. \\\

Being in the Roosevelt Room today reminds me of a quote from
Teddy Roosevelt, whose spirit of tough idealism still echoes in
these halls. He saiq something that seems pretty appropriate to
this event: "Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win great
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, \\ than to rank with
those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much." W\

For your strength of character; your ability to dream; and
your determination to take risks in order to enrich the life of

your country -- I, and the Republican party, welcome you.

Together we can do great things for our nation and our future .
Thank you all for coming -- and God bless the'country we

share.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
90 0CT § Pl2: 38

10/4/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: L0/5/90 1:00 PM

DATE:

suBJEcT: FPRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE J 0O
SUNUNU a a NEWMAN a O
SCOWCROFT . O a PORTER { a
DARMAN a O ROGICH { a
CARD ! a UNTERMEYER (] O
CICCONI ] / psbis. o ]
DEMAREST l{ O WINSTON O {
FITZWATER A ‘/ PINKERTON { -
GRAY O a CARNEY ( O
* HAGIN a a a a
HOLID O O 0
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
X2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

NO COMMENTS. THANKS.
HOLLY WILLIAMSON

10-5-90

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 5, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER fZ¥

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Switchers Day Event

We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. The Teddy Roosevelt quote on
page three is excellent.

cc: James W. Cicconi

24 § 10006

ge
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

10/4/90

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:__ 1 0/5/90 1:00 PM

suBJEcT: FPRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE m/ O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN O a
SCOWCROFT a a a
DARMAN O 0O ROGICH !/ 0O
CARD ( O UNTERMEYER 0O m]
CICCONI 0O / ROGERS m/ 0O
DEMAREST [{ 0 WINSTON O {
FITZWATER O [/ PINKERTON E( .
GRAY O O CARNEY ( O
HAGIN a a a a
HOLIDAY g/ O O m)

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(Hinchliffe/Grossmah)
October 4, 1990 4 p.m.
SWITCH
900CT -4 PM 5: 1y, ~
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICANS
October 9, 1990 3 p.m.
Roosevelt Room
Thank you very much, all of you, welcome to the Roosevelt
Room -- and, of course, to the Republican Party. I felt so
strongly about this event that I asked the best writer in the
White House to help me put tdgether myAremarks. So Millie was up
all night working on them. \\ You know, I thought I had loyalty
from everyone in this administration -- who would have guessed my
own dog would have written a "lick and tell" book. \\\
Of course, at least her perspective is that of a Republican
insider. And that's something all of you now share -- a piece of

the Republican party. The party of family, \\ faith \\ and the
future. \\\

There's an old saying as to how you can tell a good country
from a bad one. Have them both open their doors. People will
stampede out of the bad country ... and people will rush into the
good one. \\ As I see all the remarkable statistics on the
numbers of people switching from the Democratic party and into
the Republican party -- well, I guess that's a pretty good
comment on exactly what's happening in politics today. \\

You know, in the.last couple of years alone, you and nearly
250 other former Demoératic office holders and party leaders
across the country have switched over. Your ranks include

Congressmen Bill Grant, Tommy Robinson and Jim McCrery; \\
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statewide elected office holders; \\ state senators and
representatives; \\ even judges. \\\
You're joining a pretty impressive group of previous
switchers: Drug Czar Bill Bennett; Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick;

Senator Phil Gramm; DC police chief and mayoral candidate Maurice

Turner. And probably the greatest former Democrat of all:

President Ronald Reagan, who once gave the best explanation of

why so many former Democrats are becoming Republicans. He said
simply: "I didn't leave the Democratic Party. The Democratic
party left me." \\

And so it has. 1It's left behind the average, hard-working,
mainstream voter in its quest for new levels of special-inter-
est, liberal politics. \\

So thousands of disillusioned Democrats like you asked: why
should we stay with leaders who no longer represent us? And you
decided to come into the Republican fold -- aligning yourselves
with the party that stands for a strong America.\\ The party that

represents your tough-on-crime, pro-defense views and, above all,

your commitment to good, strong, old-fashioned family values. \\

//,Fofiyhile some people change their principles for their

party -- you and all these others have changed your party for

your principles. \\\

Lee Atwater said that hearing about how many people have

switched is "the best get-well present" he can have. It's also

the best get-well present for America. For the Republican party
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is growing in strength and loyalty and leadership as it moves to
become the majority party in this great nation. \\\

You've made a bold and brave decision of conscience: puttihg
your political lives on the line for your political morals. We

welcome and congratulate you and say -- your kind of inteqrity
and honor are exactly what the Republican party is all about. \\\

Being in the Roosevelt Room today reminds me of a quote from

Teddy Roosevelt, whose spirit of tough idealism still echoes in
these halls. He said something that seems pretty appropriate to
this event: "Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win great
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, \\ than to rank with
those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much." W\
For your strength of character; your ability to dream; and
your determination to take risks in order to enrich the life of
your country -- I, and the Republican party, welcome you.
Together we can do _great things for our nation and our future .
Thank you all for coming -- and God bless the country we

share.
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DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

suJect: FPRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

ACTION FYI ACTIO FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE cq/ O
SUNUNU a a NEWMAN a a
SCOWCROFT O a PORTER { O
DARMAN o, O ROGIGH=""m |
CARD { a UNTERMEYER a a
CICCONI ] / SRS g/ O
DEMAREST [/ 0 WINSTON O J
FITZZWATER O [/ PINKERTON E/ -
GRAY O O CARNEY !/ O
HAGIN O a a O
HOLIDAY [/ O 0O 0O

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Ok M;@« /é\ K

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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(Hinchliffe/Grossman)
. October 4, 1990 4 p.m.
SWITCH
900CT -4 PM 5: [y
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS8: WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICANS
' October 9, 1990 3 p.m.,
Roosevelt Room

Thank you very much, all of you, welcome to the Roosevelt

. Room -- and, of course, to the Republican Party. I felt so

strongly about this event that I asked the best writer in the
White House to ﬁelp me put together my remarks. So Millie was up
all night working on them. \\ You know, I thought I had loyalty
from everyone in this administration -- who would have guessed my
own dog would have written a "lick and tell" book. \\\

Of course, at least her perspective is that of a Republican
insider. And that's something all of you now share ~- a piece of

the Republican paftv. The party of family, \\ _faith \\ and the

future. \\\
There's an old saying as to how you can tell a gdod country
from a bad one. Have them both open their doors. People will

stampede out of the bad country ... and people will rush into the

good one. \\ As I see all the remarkable statistics on the
numbers of people switching from the Democratic party and into
the Republican party -- well, I guess that's a pretty good
comment on exactly whaﬁ's happening in politics today. \\

You know, in the last couple of years alone, you and nearly
250 other former Democratic office holders and party leaders
across the country have switched over. Your ranks include

Congressmen Bill Grant, Tommy Robinson and Jim McCrery; \\
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statewide elected office holders; \\ state senators and
representatives; \\ even judges. \\\

You're joining a pretty impressive group of previous
switchers: Drug Czar Bill Bennett; Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick;
Senator Phil Gramm; DC police chief and mayoral candidate Maurice
Turner. And probably-.-the greatest former Democrat of all:
President Ronald Reagan, who once gave the best explanation of
why so many former Democrats are becoming Republicans. He said
simply: "I didn't leave the Democratic Party. The Democratic
party left me." \\

And so it has. It'é left behind the average, hard-working,
mainstream voter in its quest for new levels of special-inter-
est, liberal politics. \\

So thousands of disillusioned Democrats like you asked: why
should we stay wifh leaders who no longer represent us? And you
decided to come into the Republican fold =-- aligning yourselves

with the party that stands for a strong America.\\ The party that

represents your tough-on-crime, pro-defense views and, above all,

your commitment to good, strong, old-fashioned family values. \\

For while some people change their principles for their

party -- you and all these others have changed your party for

your principles. \\\

Lee Atwater said that hearing about how many people have
switched is '"the best get-well present" he can have. It's also

the best get-well present for America. For the Republican party
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is growing in strength and loyalty and leadership as it moves to
become the majority party in this great nation. \\\

You've made a bold and brave decision of conscience: putting

your political lives on the line for your political morals. We

welcome and congratulate you and say -- your kind of integrity

and honor are exactly what the Republican party is all about. \\\

Being in the Roosevelt Room today reminds me of a quote from
Teddy Roosevelt, whose spirit of tough idealism still echoes in
these halls. He said something that seems pretty appropriate'toi
this event: "Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win great
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, \\ than to rank with
those poér spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much." W\

For your strength of character; your ability to dream; and
-your determination to take risks in order to enrich the life of
your country -- I, and the Republican party, welcome you.

Together we can do great things for our nation and our future .

Thank you all for coming -- and God bless the country we

share.
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10/4/90 10/5/90 1:00 PM

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

suBJEcT: FPRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SWITCHERS DAY EVENT

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O [/ MCCLURE A//o J 0
SUNUNU o O NEWMAN 0 O
SCOWCROFT o o PORTER M|/ ¥ O
DARMAN Oo. O ROGICH /V/V { O
CARD { O UNTERMEYER 0 O
CICCONI 0 / RERaES c/ 0
DEMAREST 7 o ST O e—— G/
FITZZWATER 0O { PINKERTON { 0O
GRAY O O CARNEY { O
HAGIN O O O O
HOLIDAY /U/C/ l!/ a O a

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 1:00 PM, Friday, October 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(Hinchliffe/Grossman)
October 4, 1990 4 p.m,
SWITCH
900CT -4 PM 5: |4,
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS8: WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICANS
: October 9, 1990 -3 p.m.
Roosevelt Room

Thank you very much, all of you, welcome to the Roosevelt
Room -- and,‘of course, to the Republican Party. I felt so
strongly about this event that I asked the best writer in the
White House to help me put together my remarks. So Millie was up
all night working on them. \\ You know, I thought I had loyalty
from everyone in this administration -- who would have guessed my
own dog would have written a "lick and tell" book. \\\

Of course, at least her perspective is that of a Republican
insider. And that's something all of you now share -- a piece of
the Republican party. The party of family, \\ faith \\ and the
future. \\\

There's an old saying as to how you can tell a good country

from a bad one. Have them both open their doors. People will

stampede out of the bad country ... and people will rush into the

good one.k \\ As I see all the remarkable statistics on the
numbers of people switching from the Democratic party and into
the Republican party -- well, I guess that's a pretty good
comment on exactly what's happening in politics today. \\

You know, in the last couple of years alone, you and nearly
250 other former Democratic office holders and party leaders
across the country have switched over. Your ranks include

Congressmen Bill Grant, Tommy Robinson and Jim McCrery; \\
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statewide elected office holders; \\ state senators and
representatives; \\ even judges. \\\

You're joining a pretty impressive group of previous
switchers: Drug Czar Bill Bennett; Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick;
Senator Phil Gramm; DC police chief and mayoral candidate Maurice
Turner. And probably the greatest former Democrat of all:

President Ronald Reagan, who once gave the best explanation of

' why so many former Democrats are becoming Republicans. He said
simply: "I didn't leave the Democratic Party. The Democratic
party left me." \\

And so it has. 1It's left behind the average, hard-working,
mainstream voter in its quest for new levels of special-inter-
est, liberal politics. \\
| So thousands of disillusioned Democrats like you asked: why
should we stay with leaders who no longer represent us? And‘you
decided to come into the Republican fold -- aligning yourselves

with the party that stands for a strong America.\\ The party that

represents your tough-on-crime, pro-defense views and, above all,

your commitment to good.'strong, old-fashioned family values. \\
For while some people change their principles for their

party -- you and all these others have changed your party for
your principles. \\\ |

Lee Atwater said that hearing about how many people have
switched is "the best get-well present" he can have. It's also

the best get-well present for America. For the Republican party
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is growing in strength and loyalty and leadership as it moves to

become the majority party in this great nation. \\\

You've made a bold and brave decision of conscience: putting
your political lives on the line for your political morals. We

welcome and congratulate you and say -- your kind of integrity

and honor are exactly what the Republican party is all about. \\\

Being in the Roosevelt Room today reminds me of a quote from
Teddy Roosevelt, whose spirit of tough idealism still echoes in
these halls. He said something that seems pretty appropriate to
this event: "Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win great
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, \\ than to rank with
those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much." W\

Fof your strength of chéracter; your ability to dream; and

your determination to take risks in order to enrich the life of

your country -- I, and the Republican party, welcome you.
Together we can do great things for our nation and our future .

Thank you all for coming -- and God bless the country we
share.



