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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 1, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: CHRISS WINSTON&D :

SUBJECT: . PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS FOR TEACHER EXCELLENCE IN
-SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS TEACHING

Oon Tuesday, October 2 at 1:30 p.m., you will address the
recipients of the Presidential Awards for Teacher Excellence in
Science and Mathematics Teaching. Awards will be presented to
107 science and math teachers for grades K-12. Your remarks,
approximately 5-7 minutes in length, will be on cards.



Olson/Blymire
Title: Bromley
October 1, 1990
Draft 3
PkESIDEﬁTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE, ROSE GARDEN
1:30 p.m., Tuesday October 2, 1990

It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of Energy
James Watkins, Under Secretary of Education Ted Sanders, and the
Acting Director of the National Séience Foundation, Fred Bernthal
for this tremendous gathering.

I am pleased to ﬁave the opportunity to join you today and
add my congratulations to those you have just received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
Teaching have been presented fqr the past“éight years to
secondary school teachers, but this is the first year that
eiementary school teachers have also received these awards. So
jou are the pioneers in what will be a continuing effort to honor
the achievements of this nation's many outstanding school
teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mathematics, which gives you a vital
responsibility.

Most kids who go on to become scientists or engineers
first became interested in-those subjects in eleﬁentary school or

junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they

are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark



2
their imagination and evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent
in science and math.

Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose
interest when their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in
science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model
and an inspiration for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national need. We
live in an increasingly complex and competitive world, and the
link between science and technology and our standard of living is
stronger today than ever before. At a time when our
international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face impending shortfalls of qualified scientists
and engineers. The students who can fill those shortfalls are in
classrooms right now. We must ensure that they are given the
education and the encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's
governors for an education summit - a first step toward building
a strong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event
resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for
individual and collective efforts to improve the quélity of
education for all Americans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and
mathematics. By the year 2000, American students must

demonstrate competency in five critical subjects including
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science and mathematics -- with their progress measured in grades
four, eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the
first in the world in science and mathematics achievement by the
year 2000, and we must ensure that every adult American must be
able to read and have the skills, including technological skills,
to compete in a global economy.
These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the

.ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals

before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,
great things happen in America.
Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,

state and local level. The Department of Energy and NASA are
opening up their research laboratories to students and teachers
so that they can experience cutting-edge science first-hand. And
the Department of Education and the National Science Foundation
are working together and with the states on strengthening
research, assessment and curricula.

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But
achieving the goals that I announced last January will require
that everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't gef‘help from
pérents, and that's why we want to see parental empowerment in

education. We must make American education the best it can be
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and that takes two things: greater parental involvement and
greater choice in education.

Reading about your accomplishments makes me confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped bring
you to Washington give ample testimony to your ingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm. 1In one letter, the parents of a
boy named Woody write, "when we [used] to ask Woody what happened‘
in school, he would tell us about recess. Now he tells us about
science."

Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes of a child and
communicates with the voice of an understanding, compassionate
and energetic motivator." And all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroom,
an enthusiasm that touches everyone who knows you.

You are truly remarkable people. You are able to take
children and inspire them, broaden their horizons, and point them
in new directions. The country owes you an immense debt of
gratitude. But your real rewards cannot be printed on a piece of
paper. Your real rewards are the students who will remember you
and what you have done for them for the rest of their lives.

Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of

America.
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and that takes two things: greater parental involvement and
greater choice in education.

Reading about your accomplishments makes me confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped bring
you to Washington give ample testimony to your ingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm. In one letter, the parents of a
boy named Woody write, "when we [used] to ask Woody what happened
in school, he would tell us about recess. Now he tells us about
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Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes'of a child and
communicates with the voice of an understanding, compassionate
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about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroom,
an enthusiasm that touches everyone who knows you.

- You are truly remarkable people. You are able to take
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AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE \ ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1990 \ 1:30 P. M.

IT'S A GREAT PLEASURE TO BE HERE WITH SECRETARY OF
ENERGY JAMES WATKINS, UNDER SECRETARY OF EbucatIoN TED
SANDERS, AND THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL
SCIENCE FOUNDATION, FRED BERNTHAL FOR THIS TREMENDOUS
GATHERING. |

I AM PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN YOU
TODAY AND ADD MY CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE YOU HAVE JUST
RECEIVED.

-2 .
PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS TEACHING HAVE BEEN PRESENTED FOR THE PAST
EIGHT YEARS TO SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS, BUT THIS IS
THE 'FIRST YEAR THAT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS HAVE
ALSO RECEIVED THESE AWARDS. SO YOU ARE THE PIONEERS IN
WHAT WILL BE A CONTINUING EFFORT TO HONOR THE
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THIS NATION'S MANY OUTSTANDING SCHOOL
TEACHERS.



-3 -
YOU ARE A VERY SELECT GROUP: 107 TEACHERS FROM THE
MORE THAN ONE-AND-A-HALF MILLION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INSTRUCTORS IN THIS COUNTRY. FOR MANY STUDENTS, You
REPRESENT THEIR FIRST EXPOSURE TO SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS, WHICH GIVES YOU A VITAL RESPONSIBILITY.
MoST KIDS WHO GO ON TO BECOME SCIENTISTS OR

ENGINEERS FIRST BECAME INTERESTED IN THOSE SUBJECTS IN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OR JUNIOR HIGH.

-4 -
AND, MOST OFTEN, THE REASON THEY DO IS BECAUSE THEY ARE
EXPOSED TO A TEACHER LIKE EACH OF YOU; SOMEONE WHO CAN
SPARK THEIR IMAGINATION AND EVOKE THE SENSE OF WONDER
THAT IS INHERENT IN SCIENCE AND MATH.
KIDS ARE NATURAL-BORN SCIENTISTS, BUT TOO MANY OF

THEM LOSE INTEREST WHEN THEIR ONLY EXPOSURE TO SCIENCE'
IS THROUGH LONG LISTS OF FACTS.



-5 - |
YOU HAVE DISCOVERED HOW TO BRING OUT THE FUN IN SCIENCE
AND MATHEMATICS; AND, IN DOING SO, YOU PROVIDE A MODEL
AND AN INSPIRATION FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
EVERYWHERE.

YOU ARE ALSO HELPING TO MEET A CRUCIAL NATIONAL
NEED. WE LIVE IN AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX AND
COMPETITIVE WORLD, AND THE LINK BETWEEN SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY AND OUR STANDARD OF LIVING IS STRONGER TODAY
THAN EVER BEFORE.

-6 -
AT A TIME WHEN OUR INTERNATIONAL POSITION IN CERTAIN
KEY INDUSTRIES IS BEING CHALLENGED, WE FACE IMPENDING
SHORTFALLS OF QUALIFIED SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS. THE
STUDENTS WHO CAN FILL THOSE SHORTFALLS ARE IN
CLASSROOMS RIGHT NOoW. WE MUST ENSURE THAT THEY ARE
GIVEN THE EDUCATION AND THE ENCOURAGEMENT THEY NEED.



-7 -

JUST A LITTLE OVER A YEAR AGO, I MET WITH THE
NATION'S GOVERNORS FOR AN EDUCATION SUMMIT -- A FIRST
STEP TOWARD BUILDING A STRONG PARTNERSHIP AMONG THIS
ADMINISTRATION, THE GOVERNORS, EDUCATORS, PARENTS AND
COMMUNITY LEADERS. THIS HISTORIC EVENT RESULTED IN A
SENSE OF DIRECTION AND NATIONAL GOALS FOR INDIVIDUAL
AND COLLECTIVE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF
EDUCATION FOR ALL AMERICANS.

r T
-8 -

THREE OF THOSE GOALS DIRECTLY INVOLVE SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS. BY THE YEAR 2000, AMERICAN STUDENTS MUST
DEMONSTRATE COMPETENCY IN FIVE CRITICAL SUBJECTS
INCLUDING SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS -- WITH THEIR
PROGRESS MEASURED IN GRADES FOUR, EIGHT, AND TWELVE.

WE MUST ALSO MAKE AMERICAN STUDENTS THE FIRST IN THE
WORLD IN SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT BY THE
YEAR 2000, AND WE MUST ENSURE THAT EVERY ADULT AMERICAN
MUST BE ABLE TO READ AND HAVE THE SKILLS, INCLUDING
TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS, TO COMPETE IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY.

e
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-9 .
THESE ARE AMBITIOUS GOALS BUT THEY ARE FAITHFUL To
THE AMBITIONS OF THIS COUNTRY. AS A PEOPLE, WE HAVE
SET TOUGH GOALS BEFORE -~ TO SEND MEN TO THE MOON OR TO
SERVE THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM ABROAD. AND WE KNOW THAT

WHEN THE CHALLENGE IS GREAT, GREAT THINGS HAPPEN IN

AMERICA
ALREADY, A GREAT MANY THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT THE

FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LEVEL.

- 10 -

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND NASA ARE OPENING UP THEIR
RESEARCH LABORATORIES TO STUDENTS AND TEACHERS SO THAT
THEY CAN EXPERIENCE CUTTING-EDGE SCIENCE FIRST-HAND.
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE NATIONAL
SCIENCE FOUNDATION ARE WORKING TOGETHER AND WITH THE
STATES ON STRENGTHENING RESEARCH, ASSESSMENT AND
CURRICULA.

EQUALLY EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN THE
STATES. BUT ACHIEVING THE GOALS THAT I ANNOUNCED LAST
- JANUARY WILL REQUIRE THAT EVERYONE GET INVOLVED.

R
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THAT MEANS PARENTS, TEACHERS, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS,

BUSINESSES AND UNIVERSITIES.
PARENTS ARE ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT. IT IS VERY

DIFFICULT FOR YOU AS TEACHERS TO DO Y?UR JOBS IF YOU
DON;T GET HELP FROM PARENTS, AND THAT S WHY WE WANT TO
SEE PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT IN EDUCATION. WE MUST MAKE
AMERICAN EDUCATION THE BEST IT CAN BE AND THAT TAKES
TWO THINGS: GREATER PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT AND GREATER

CHOICE IN EDUCATION.

-12 -
READING ABOUT YoUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS MAKES ME
CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL Succeep. THE LETTERS oF
RECOMMENDATION THAT HELPED BRING YOU To WASHINGTON GIVE
AMPLE TESTIMONY TO YOUR INGENUITY, DETERMINATION AND

ENTHUSIASM. IN ONE LETTER, THE PARENTS OF A BOY NAMED
Woopy WRITE, "

US ABOUT SCIENCE."

. -
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ANOTHER LETTER WRITES OF A TEACHER WHO "STUDIES
WITH THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR, PERCEIVES THROUGH THE EYES
OF A CHILD AND COMMUNICATES WITH THE VOICE OF AN
UNDERSTANDING, COMPASSIONATE AND ENERGETIC MOTIVATOR."
AND ALL OF THE LETTERS ARE UNANIMOUS ABOUT ONE THING:
THE ENTHUSIASM THAT YOU BRING TO THE CLASSROOM, AN
ENTHUSIASM THAT TOUCHES EVERYONE WHO KNOWS YOU.

'YOU ARE TRULY REMARKABLE PEOPLE. YOU ARE ABLE TO
TAKE CHILDREN AND INSPIRE THEM, BROADEN THEIR HORIZONS,
AND POINT THEM IN NEW DIRECTIONS.

- 14 -

THE COUNTRY OWES YOU AN IMMENSE DEBT OF GRATITUDE. BuT
YOUR REAL REWARDS CANNOT BE PRINTED ON A PIECE OF
PAPER. YOUR REAL REWARDS ARE THE STUDENTS WHO WILL
REMEMBER YOU AND WHAT YOU HAVE DONE FOR THEM FOR THE
REST OF THEIR LIVES.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO AND GOD BLESS THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.

# $ #
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It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of Energy
James Watkins, Under Secretary of Education Ted Sanders, and the
Acting Director of the National Science Foundation, FredyBérnthal
for this tremendous gathering.

I am pleased to have the opportunity to join you todéy and
add my congratulations to those you have just received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
Teaching have been presented for the past eight’ years to
secondary school teachers, but this is the first year that
elementary school teachers have also received these awards. So
you are the pioneers in what will be a continuing effort to honor
the achievements of this nation's many outstanding school
teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-ﬁalf million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mafhematics, which gives you a vital
responsibility.

Most kids who go on to become scientists or engineers
first became interested in those subjects in eleﬁentary school or

junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they

are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark
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their imagination and evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent
in science and math.

Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose
interest when their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in
science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model
and an inspiration for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national need. We
live in an increasingly complex and competitive world, and the
lipk between science and technology and our standard of living is
stronger today than ever before. At a time when our
international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face impending shortfalls of qualified scientists
and engineers. The students who can fill those shortfalls are in
classrooms right now. Wé must ensure that they are given the
education and the encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's
governors for an education summit - a first step toward building
a sﬁrong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event
resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for
individual and collective efforts to impfove_the quality of
education for all Americans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and
mathematics. By the year 2000, American students musf

demonstrate competency in five critical subjects including
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science and mathematics -- with their progress measured in grades
four, eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the
first in the world in science and mathematics achievement by the
year 2000, and we must ensure that every adult American must be
able to read and have the skills, including technological skills,
to compete in a global economy.
These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the

ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals

before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,
great things happen in America.

Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,
state and local level. The Department of Energy and NASA are
opening up their research laboratories to students and teachers
so that they can experience cutting-edge science first-hand. And
the Department of Education and the National Science Foundation
are working together and with the states on strengthening
research, assessment and curricula.

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But
achieving the goals that I announced last January will require
that everyone get involved. That meané parents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very'difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parents, and that's why we want to see parental empowerment in

education. We must make American education the best it can be
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and that takes two things: greéter parental involvemént and
greater choice in education.

Reading about your accomplishments makes me confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped bring
you to Washington give ample testimony to your ingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm. In one letter, the parents of a
boy named Woody write, "when ﬁe [used] to ask Woody what happened
in school, he would tell us about recess. Now he tells us about
science."

Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
mind of a scholar; perceives through the eyes of a child and
communicates with the voice of an understanding, compassionate
and energetic motivator." And all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroon,
an enthusiasm that touches everyone who knows you.

You are truly remarkable people. You are able to take
children and inspire them, broaden their horizons, and point them
in new directions. The country owes you an immense debt of
gratitude. But your real rewards cannot be printed on a piece of
paper. Your real rewards are the students who will remember you
and what you have done for them for fhe rest of their lives.

Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of _

America.
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It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of Edueatxen

74 4

Unden SeCrgboiy of Ccluectrg
‘Lauro-Cavazos/ Secretary of Energy James Watkins and the Acting T@ﬁ
Sa (L'i'ﬁf'uc;?

Director of the National Science Foundation, Fred Bernthal, for
this tremendous gathering.

I am pleased to have the opportunity to join you today and
add my congratulations to those you have alréaEQ received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Sc1ence and Mathematics

fo Secondany Sehkeool teackers

Teaching have been presented for the past elght year but this

aleoo neeerVegs(

is the first year that elementary school teachers have been
gg;;};éfzgigjéeparate category. So you are the pioneers in what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achievements of this
nation's many outstanding school teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mathematics, which gives you a vital
responsibility.

Studies—have showa-that most kids who. go on to become
& ) denegled in $Roat Sebpects
scientists or engineers dee&dewteméemse-ln elementary school or
junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they
are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark

their imagination and evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent

in scienceaud matA.
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Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose
interest when their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in
science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model
and an inspiration for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national need. We
live in an increasingly complex and competitive world, and the
link between science and technology and our standard of living is
stronger today than ever before. At a time when our
international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face impending shortfalls of qualified scientists
and engineers. The students who can fill those shortfalls are in
classrooms right now. We must ensure that they are given the
education and the encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's
governors for an education summit - a first step toward building
a strong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event
resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for
individual and collective efforts to improve the quality of
education for all Americans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and _
mathematics. By the year 2000, American students must é;ﬁ“f*ifyq
competeq;¥in five critical subjects including science and

mathematics -- with their progress measured in grades four,

eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the first

-
I8



3
- ,(ﬁj){f/  emen =
in the world in science and mathematicsﬁby the year 2000, and we
must ensure that every adult American must be able to read and
have the skills, including technological skills, to compete in a
global economy.
These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the

ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals

before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,

great things happen in America.

Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,
and /ASA arce .
state and local level. The Department of Energy s opening up

‘Mdk) /tl(({‘ ?/’r\,

its national laboratories to students and teachers so that they

\/:u‘( \W’
can experlence cuttlng-edge sc1ence first-hand. And~th:
4”"/1"‘ o -xtiftr ogn & ol te f QClalec ‘”LLL»%([(L!:(&,, a AL
Department of Education plans to greatly expand its leqht
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Elsenhower Mathematics and Science program to bring- therbest—
asscgEment angd Caurislec Co .

possible science and math teaching to schools throughout the -

country.

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But teo-
achlev;)the goals that I announced last January will require that
everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs ifgyou don't get help from

wawut Yo see

parents, and that's why we're encouraging parental empowerment in

education. We must make American educatlon the best it can be
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ReadIBg-abAQt your'accbmplishments ﬁakes me confident that
we will succeed. The leﬁters of recommendation that helped bring
you'to Washington give'ample testimony to your ingenuity,
détermination and enthusiasm. In one letter, the parénts of a
boy named Woody write, " when we [ﬁsed] to ask Woody what
happened in school, he would teli us about recess. Now he tells
us about science." |

Another letter writes of a teacher wﬁo "studies witﬁ the
mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes of a child and
communicates with the voice of én understanding, compassionate
and énergetic motivator."‘ And all of the letters are unahimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroom,
an enthusiaém that touches everyone who knows.you:

_ You are truly remarkabie people. Yoﬁ.afe ablé to take
children and inspire them, broaden their horizons, and point them
in new directions. The cduptry owes_yoﬁ an immense debt of
_gfatitude. .But your real rewards cannot be printed on a piece of
paper. Your real rewards are the students who will remember you
and what you have done for them for the rest of their lives.

Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of

America. -
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In addition to sponsoring this awards program, the National

Sclence Foundation is sctively engaged in efforts to expand
excellence in science, mathematics, and engineering instruction

at all levels, and ensure that students progress through school
achieving competency in these subjects. In particular, it

recently launched a Statewide Systemic Initiative to actively
encourage and support broad~based, fundamental changes at the

state and local levels to improve science and mathematics education.

10-1-90

Chriss:

The National Science Foundation sent me the above insert for page 3,
paragraph 3, end of first sentence. Thanks.

Holly
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in tha werld in sciance and mathamatics by the year 2000, and ve
nust onsﬁrc that avery adult American must be able to read and
have the skills, including technologieal skills, to cozpetas in a
global ssononmy.

These are awxbitiocus goals butlthoy are faithful ¢o the
anbitions of this ceuntry. As a pecple, wa hava get tough goals

before =-- to send men to thae meen or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And wa kuow that when the challsnge is great,
gxans things bappen in Amexisy,

Already, a great many things are happening at tha federal,
/ 'I/E/Sf&_f
. state and local lavel. X The

Dapartnent of Energy is cpening up
its national laboratories to studsnts and teachers so that they
¢an axparisnce cuttinq-odqg sciance first=hand. And thae
Department of Pducation plans to greatly expand ita Dwighe
Eigsenhower Mathamatics and Seience proéram £0 bring the kest
poseille science and math teaching to schools threughout tha
country. |

Equally excit;nq things are happening in the statas, But te¢
achieve the goals that I announced laat January will require thae
avaeryons get involqu. That means parants, teachers, scheol
administrators, businesses and univarsitiss.

Farents ars especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your joba if you den't get ﬁelp from
parents, and that'szs why wa're encouraging parental empewerment in
aducatien., We must make American education tha Saat it c;n be
and that takes commitmgnt. |
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(KE Laure=Gavazosy/ Seeretary of Energy James WAatkins and the Acting 4%;?“7

b/// It's a great pleasure to be here with __
/ A

yﬁWV Director of the National Science Foundation, Fred Bernthal, for
CWmﬂ ,.7 this tremendous gathering.
WA
ﬁvl I am pleased to have the opportunity to join you today and
add my congratulations to those you have already received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
V/‘ Teachipg hav? beee pr?septedlfqr ;h? past eight years, but this %lar
) N reepgnition B v A onal Lo(LLC.,,/] ol Oral,

(Ux) /\ is tHe first year that elementary school teachers have been
honored as a separate category. So you are the pioneers in what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achievements of this
nation's many outstanding school teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mathematics, which gives you a vital
responsibility.

Studies have shown that most kids who go on to become
scientists or engineers decide to do so in elementary school or
junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they
are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark

\/ their,imagination and evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent
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Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them losé
interest when their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in

science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model

. and an inspiratioh for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national nééd. We
live in An increasingly complex and competitive world, and the
link between science and technoldg? and our standard of living is
stronger tbday than ever before. At a time when our
internétional position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face impending shortféllé of qualified scientists
and engineers; The students who can f£ill those shortfallsAare in
claSSrpoms right now. We must ensure that they afe'given the
educaﬁion,and the:encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's

'governors for an education summit - a first step toward building

a strong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event

resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for

individual and.coilective efforts to improve-the quality of

edﬁcation for all Americans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and

‘mathematics. By the year 2000, American students must be

competent in.five critical subjects including science and
mathematics -~ with their progress measured in grades fdur,

eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the first
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in the world in science and mathematics by the year 2000, and we
must ensﬁre that every adult American must be able to read and
have the skills, including technological skills, to compete in a
global economy.

These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the
ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals

before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,

great things happen in America.

Already, a great many things are happening at tb federal,
i ASK Are
state and local level. The Department of EnergyAiS”openlng up Uﬁﬁﬁ"
WAL yRSeartin
» ides—prebenal” laboratories to students and teachers so that they pot )
?f ]
can experience cutting-edge science first-hand./A And the

Department of Education plans to greatly expand its Dwight
Eisenhower Mathematics and Science program to bring the best
possible science and math teaching to schools throughout the
country.

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But to
achieve the goals that I announced last January will require that
everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parents, and that's why we're encouraging parental empowerment in
education. We must make American education the best it can be

V/ Jwo Wi cpwice y,x&_
(0Ch) and that takes/Acommitment.
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ReadIié-abdut your accompliéhhents makes ﬁe confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped btiné
you to Washihgton give ample testimony to your ingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm; in one letter, the parents of a
boy named Wood& write, " when we [used] to ask Woody what
hapﬁened in school,'he woqld tell us about recess. NowAhe tells
us about science."

- Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes of a chiid and
commﬁnicates with the voice of an uﬁderstanding, compassionate
and energetic motivator." And all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the élassroom,"
an enthusiasm that togcheé everyone who knows you.
| You are truly remarkable péople. You are able to'téke._
children and inspire‘thém,‘broaden theif horizons} and point them
in new directions. The country owes you an immense debt of
gratitude. But four real rewards cannot be printed on a piece of
paper. Your féal rewards are the students'who will remember you
and what you have done for them for the rest of their lives.

Thaﬁk you for all you do and God bless the Unife& States of

America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 1, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER [5/ /f/

SUBJECT: Science and Mathematics Teaching Awards

The remarks for the Presidential Awards for Excellence
in Science and Mathematics ceremony are well written and
appropriate. I have several minor comments.

Page 2, para. 4

I suggest substituting "demonstrate competency" for "be
competent"” in lines 2 and 3. J

Page 3, top

Please insert "achievement" to read "science and mathematics
achievement" in line 1. Perhaps the following cpuld be added
after "by the year 2000" in line 1: "And we havegb specific
objective under this goal to 'strengthen math and science
education throughout the system, especially in the early
grades' where you are already making a difference."

Page 3, para. 2, lines 4-8

The example of the Eisenhower grants is good, but at the moment
it is uncertain how the budget agreement will affect its
allocation. Perhaps the following example could be substi-
tuted: "The Department of Education and the National Science
Foundation are working together and with states on strengthen-
ing research, assessment, and curricula."

Page 3, para. 3

y
Please substitute "achieving" for "to achieve" in line 1.

Page 3, para. 4

Please substitute "want to see" for "we're encoPraging" in line
4 and "dedication" for "commitment" in the last line.

Please let me know if you have any questions about these
comments.
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.It's a great pleasuré to be here with Secretary of Education
Lauro Cavazos, Secretary of Energy James Watkins and the‘Acting
Director of the National Science Foundation, Fred Bernthal, for
this tremendous gathering. _

I am pléased'to have the opportunity to join you today and
add my congratulations to those you have already received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Méthematics;
Teaching have been presented for the past eight yeérs, but tnis'
is the firét year that elementary school teachers have been
honored as a separate category. So you are the pioneers in what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achieveménts of this
nation's many outstanding schodl»teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to‘science and mathematics, which gives you a vital
responsibility.

Studies nave shown that most kids.who go on to become
scientists or engineers decide to do so in elementary school or
junior'high. And, most often, the réason‘they do is because they
are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark

their imagination and evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent

in science.
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Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose
interest ﬁhen their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in
science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model
and an inspiration for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national need. We
live in an increasingly complex and competitive world, and the
link between science and technology and our standard of living is
stronger today than ever before. At a time when our
international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face impending shortfalls of qualified scientists
and engineers. The students who can fill those shortfalls are in
classrooms right now. We must ensure that they are given the
education and the encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's
governors for an education summit - a first step toward building
a strong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event
resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for
individual and collective efforts to improve the quality of
education for all Americans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and
mathematics. By the year 2000, American students must e )FMONSTIATE
competengﬁin five critical subjects including science and
mathematics -- with their progress measured in grades four,

eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the first
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in the world in science and mathematicgﬂby the year 2000, A4nd ve
must ensﬂre that every adult American must be able to read and
have the skills, including technological skills, to compete in a
global economy.

These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the
ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals
before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of
freedom abroad. w ow v e

appe 8

Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,
state and local level. The Department of Energy is opening up
its national laboratories to students and teachers so that they

THE OEPMtr MEAMT OF
can experience cutting-edge science first-hand. And-the

EDUCATION MND TiHE NVATIONAL SCIEnCE FouNDANon RAE WORK(Ag-
Departnent—e#~Edueat1on_plans_tn_greatly_expandAitsﬁnuigh
TUGETHER AND WI(TH THE Jn’-ﬁsﬁ aN n RESEARCH

Eisenhower Mathematics and S : '_Qg;_m_;o_brﬁng.the_hest

ESSMNENT  AND  ( CURRICULA.
ﬁgjss @t ® e _andmath -teachin > schools throughout the
<country:
Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But to
AcHIE1wb

achieve the goals that I announced last January will require that
everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, -businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from

v WANT 70 SEe

parents, and that's why we%e—encourwgéng parental empowerment in
education. We must make American education the best it can be

; : OEP| (N1 opr/
and that takes ccasstment.
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—Readiﬁg-about.four accbmplishménts'méﬁeé'ﬁérconﬁiéent thaé
we will Quéceed; The letters of recommendatior that helped bring
you to Waéhington give ample téstimony to yourgingenﬁity,
determination and enthusiasm. In one letter, ghe parents of a
boy named Woody write, "™ when we [used] to askbeqdy what
hapﬁened in school, he would tell us about recégs. Now he tells

i1

us about‘science." !

Another letter writes of a teacher who "stﬁdies with the

- mind of a scholar, perceives through the gYes oé a child and
communicates with the voice of an understaﬁding%_compassionét?
and energetic motivator." And all of the lettéfs are unanimo&é
' aboﬁt one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to thevclaserAm,
an enthusiasm that téuches everyone who knows yoﬁ.

You Are truly remarkable'peqple. You are %ble to take
children and insbire them, broaden their horizoﬁs, and point them
in new directions. The counfry‘owes you an immgpse debt of
gfatitude. But your real rewards cannot be priﬁ%ed on a piece of
paper. Your real rewards are the students who’Qill remember you
and what you have done for them for the rest of:their lives.

Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of

America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

v
October 1, 1990
MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: JIM PINKERTON
v
SUBJECT: Math/Science Educational Excellence Draft
pg. 3, para. 5, line 3 "It is very difficult for you

as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parents, and that's why we're encouraging parental
empowerment in education. We must make American education
the best it can be and that takes commitment."

We cannot allow the fact that this is an audience of
teachers to dissuade us from mentioning choice in
education. Such references to choice were included in the
last two such events (in fact, both mentioned Polly
Williams): The National Teacher of the Year ceremony in
April, and the very recent School Recognition Ceremony.

The phrase "parental empowerment" can mean the same
thing as parental choice in education, nevertheless it is
too oblique; we should politely (i.e., without
criticizing teachers or teachers' unions) call a spade a
spade, e.g., "...and that' why we're encouraging the
nationwide, grassroots movement toward greater parental
involvment and greater parental choice in education."

#e#
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Olson/Dooley
- = Title: Bromley
September 28, 1990

J0 SEP28 P51 |1 Draft 2

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE, ROSE GARDEN
1:30 p.m., Tuesday October 2, 1990

It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of Education

this tremendous gathering.

I am pleased to have the opportunity to join you today and
s A il

add my congratulationsJ%éffﬁése yqurhqye‘ﬁ4£eady received.

Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathemaéiéérv
seemdary school Feachers,
Teaching have been presented for the past eight yeari, but this

is the first year that elementary school teachers have been—<__
Q/ng received, T//')CSC_ qwar&s,

C;heﬂered—as—a—sepaxatewcatago:y. So you are the pioneers in what

will be a continuing effort to honor the achievements of this
nation's many outstanding school teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mathematics, which gives you a vital
responsibility.

Q. _ |
most kids who go on to become
Lirsk become Tinterested in those svbjects
scientists or engineers;ﬁee%ﬁ!—to—de—se-in elementary school or
junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they
are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark

their imagination and evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent

in science.
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' Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose,

_ interest Qhen their only exposure to science is through long

- _ |
lists of facts.  You have discovered how to bring out the fun in

science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you, provide a model
and an inspiration for‘elementary school teachers‘everywhere.
You are also helping to meet a crucial natlonal need. We

live in an 1ncrea51ngly complex and competitive world and the

74

"link between science and technology and our standard of living 1%2;

stronger today than ever before. At a time when:our

international position in certain key industries is being

challenged we face impending shortfalls of qua11f1ed sc1entlsts
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and engineers. The students who can f111 those shortfalls are 15

classrooms right now. We must ensure that they are given the

education and the encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's

.y
-

e u}y

i

governors for an educatlon summit - a first step toward bulldlngkg

a strong partnership among thls Admlnlstratlon, the governors,

|
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event

resulted in a sense of direction and national go;ls for
1nd1v1dual and collective efforts to 1mprove the;quallty of
education for all Amerlcans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and
" mathematics. By the year 2000,- American students must be

competent in five critical subjects including science and

mathematlcs -- with their progress measured in grades four,

elght and twelve. We must also_make American students the first

g
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in the world in science and mathematics by the year 2000, and we
must ensﬂre that every adult American must be able to read and
have the skills, including technological skills, to compete in a
global economy.

These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the
ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals

before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,

great things happen in America.
Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,

S
state and local leve%( The Department of Energy is opening up
its national laboratories to students and teachers so that they

can experience cutting-edge science first-hand.

Department of Education plans to greatly expand its Dwight
Eisenhower Mathematics and Science program to bring the best
possible science and math teaching to schools throughout the
country.

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But to
achieve the goals that I announced last January will require that
everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parents, and that's why we're encouraging parental empowerment in
education. We must make American education the best it can be

and that takes commitment.

|
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ReadIhg-about your accomplishments make; me confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped bring
you to Washington .give ample testimony to your ingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm. in one  letter, ﬁhe parents of a
boy named Woody write, " whén wev[used] to ask Woody what
happened in scﬁool, he would tell us about recess. Now-pe tells
us about science." |

Anotﬁer letter writes of a teacher who ﬁstudies with the
- mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes of a child and
communicates with the voice of an understanding, compassionate
"and energetic motivator." And all of the letters ére unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroom,
An enthusiasm that touches everyone who knows you.

You are truly remarkable people. You are able to take
children and iﬁspire them, broaden their horizohg, and_bpint them
in new directions. The»dountry owes you an immense debt of
gratitude. But your feal reWarés cannot be printed on a éiece of
paper.' Your real rewards are the students who wili remember you
and what.you haVe done for them for the rest of their 1lives.

Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of

America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS FOR ﬁXCELLENCE, ROSE GARDEN
1:30 p.m., Tuesday October 2, 1990

It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of‘Education:
Lauro Cavazos, Secretary of Enérgy James Watkins and the Acting
Director of the National>Sciencg Foundation, Fred Bernthal, for
this tremendous gathériné.

I am pleased to have thé opportunity to join you today and
add.ﬁy congratulations to those you have already received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
Teaching have been presented for thé,past eight years, but this
~ is the first year thét elémentary-séhool teachefs have been
honored as:a:separate category. So you are the pioheers in.what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achiévémeﬁts of this
nation's many outstanding school teachers. |

You are a Verf select group: 107 teéchers from the more
than one-and;a-half million elementafy SChool'instructofs in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposufg
to sciehce and mathematics, which gives you a vital
resppnsibility. ~ o

Studies have shown that most kids who go on to become
scientists or engineers decide to do so in elementary school or
junior hiéh. And, most often, the reason they do is bécause they
\ére exposed to a teacher like.each of jou; someone who gaﬁ spark
their imaginafion and évoke the‘sense of.wonder that is_inherent'

‘in science.
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Kids are naturaleborn sCientists, but too many of them lose
interestimhen their only exposureitolscience is through long
lists of facts. You.have discovered how to bring out the fun in
science and mathematics;‘and, in doing so, you provide a model
‘and an inspiration for elementary schoollteachers,everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national need. We
live in an increasingly complex and competitive‘uorld, and tue
link between science and technology and our standard of living is
stronger today than ever before. At a time when our |
international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, ﬁe'face impending shortfalls of qualified scientists
.and engineers} The students who can fill those shortfalls are in-
classrooms right now. We must ensure that they are given the
education and the encouragement they need.

Just-a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's
governors for an education summit - a first step toward buildlng
_a strong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event
resulted in a sense of’direction and national goals for
individual and collective efforts to improve the quality of
education for all Americans. K |
| fhree of tﬁose goals directly involve science and
mathematics._ By the year 2000, American students must be
competent in five critical subjects including science and
mathematics -- with their progress measured in grades four,

'elght and twelve. We must also make American students the first
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in the world in science and mathematics by the year 2000, and we
must ensﬁfe that every adult American must be able to read and
have the skills, including technological skills, to compete in a
global economy.

These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the
ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals
before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of
freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,

at thin appe e |

Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,
state and local level. The Department of Energy is opening up
its national laboratories to students and teachers so that they

can experience cutting-edge science first-hand. And the

S
Department of Education plans_to greatly expand—its Dwight

) j o b¢\v31W3 /
" Eisenhower Mathematics and Science program i the ‘best
possible science and math teaching to schools throughout the ¥si5§

country.

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But to
achieve the goals that I announced last January will require that
everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parents, and that's why we're encouraging parehtal empowerment in
education. We must make Ameriéan education the best it can be

and that takes commitment.

——————_
5:0://7
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ReadIng about your accompiiehments makes me confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped bring
you to Washington give ample testimony‘to your iﬁgenﬁity;3
determination and enthﬁsiasm. In one letter, the pafents of a
boy named,Woody Qrite, " when we [used] to ask:Woody‘what
happened in school, he would tell us about recess.‘pr he tells
. us about science." |
Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
.mind of a schelaf,-perceives through the eyes of a child and
communicates'with the voice of an understanding, compassionate
and energetic motivator." And»all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroonm,
an.eﬁthusiasm that'toﬁches_everyone who knows you.

You are.truly remarkable people. You are able to take
children and inspire them, broaden their horizons, and poiﬁt'fhem
in new'directiohs; The countfy owes'YOu an immense.debt of
gratitude. But your real rewards cannot be printed on a piece of
paper. Your,reel rewards are the students who will :emeﬁber you
' apd what you have dohe for them for the rest of their lives.

. Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of

America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE, ROSE GARDEN
1:30 p.m., Tuesday October 2, 1990

L

It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of Education
Laﬁro Cavazos, Secfeﬁary of Enefgy Jamés Watkiﬁs.and the Actiﬁg
Direcfor of the National Science Foundatibn,'Fred Bernthal, for
‘this tremendous gathering. | |

I am'pleased to have the oppo;tunity to jdin yoﬁ today and
add my congratulations to those ybu have already received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence iﬁ Science and Mathemétics
Teaching have been présented for the past eight years, but this

- is the first year that elementary’échool teachers have been.

honored as.a.éeparaté category. So you are the pioneers in what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achievements of this
nation's many outstanding school teachers.

You are a very select group;. 107 teachers from the more

e —— e

than one-aﬂan;hélf million elementary school instruétprs in this
coqntry. For many students, yéuvrepresent_their first_éxposure
'to science andvmathematics, which give; yoﬁ a vital |
.fesponSibilitj. o

~ Studies have shown that mpst-kids'who go on to become
_sciehtists or éngineers decide to do:so in eleméntary schéol or
junior high. And, most often, the reasén they do is because they
are eXposéd tg‘a teacher'like éach §f you; someone'who can spark
their imagination and evoke the sense of wondef that is'ihhefent

in science.
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'kids are natural-born scientists, but too many'of them lose -
: 1nterest when thelr only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You. have dlscovered ‘how to brlng out the fun in
science and mathematlcs; and, in doing so, you provlde a model
and'an'inspiration for.elementary:school teachers everyuhere.

You are also helping to meet;a crucial national need. We
11ve in an 1ncrea51ng1y complex and competltlve world and the
link between science and technology and our standard of liv1ng is.
' stronger today than ever before. At a time when our
1nternatlona1 p051t10n in certain key industries is belng
challenged, we face impendlng shortfalls of qualified scientists
and engineers.r The students‘who can fill those shortfalls are in
ciassrooms right now. We must ensure that they'are~given the
education and the encouragement theyrneed. |
| - Just a little over a year ago; I met with the nation's- L//////i
vgovernors for an educatlon summit - a flrst step toward bulldlng
a strong partnershlp among th1s Admlnlstratlon, the governors,

educators, parents and communlty leaders. This historic event

resulted in a sense of direction and national'goals-for'

individual and collective efforts'to improve the quality of

——

“education for all Americans.

| Three of those goais'directly involve science and
mathematics. By the year 2000, American-students must be
competent in five cr1t1ca1 subjects 1nclud1ng science and
_ mathematlcs -- with thelr progress measured in grades four,

felght, and twelve. We must also make American students the first
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‘in the world in scienée and mathematics by the year 2000, and we
must ensﬁre that eQery adult American musf be able to read and
have the skills, including teéhholqgical skill;, to cqmpete in a
global economy. | '

These are ambitious gdals-but they are faithfui to the
. ambitions of this cdunﬁry.i As a people, we have setAtough goals
before -- to send men to the moon or to serve-the'cause of
freedom abroad. And we know that when fhe challenge is great,
great things happen in America,

' Aiready, a great many things are happening at the federal,
state and local level. The Department of Energy is opening up
" its national laboratories to students and teachers so that they
can experience cutting-edQe science first-hand. And the'-
Department of;Education plans to greatly-expand its'Dwight
Eisenhower Mathematics‘and Science program to briné the best
possiblé science andlmath-teachiﬁg to schools throughout the
COuntry.- | |
Equally exciting things are happening invthe‘étates;> But to
achieVe the goals that I annohnced last January will require that
- evefyone get'invoived. That meéns parents, teachers, school
administ:ators, businesses and universitiesi
| Parents are especially importaht. It is very difficult for-
- you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get ﬂélp from
pafénts, and that's why we're encouraging parental empowerment in
education. We must make American education the best it can be

and that takes commitment.
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'ReadIng-about your accomplishments makes me confident that
we willlsucceed. ‘The letters ofvrecomnendation that helped bring
you to Washington'give ample testimony-to your ingenuity, |
determination and enthusiasm. In one letter, the parents of a
boy named Woody write, " when we [used] to ask Woody what
‘happened in school, he would tell us about‘recess. Now he tells:
us about science;" ' | | | -

Another letter writes of a teacher who "studles with the
‘mind of a scholar, percelves through the eyes of a child and
conmun1cates_w1th the voice of an understanding, compasslonate _
and energetic motivator." And all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that'you.bring to the-c1assroom,
an enthu51asm that touches everyone who knows you.

- You are truly remarkable people. You are able to take
Achildren and inspire them, broaden their horizons, and point them
in new d1rect10ns. The country owes you an 1mmense debt of |
gratltude. But your real rewards cannot be prlnted on a p1ece of
" paper. Your real rewards are the students who w111 remember you
and what you have done for them for the rest of their llves.

Thank you for ail you do and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a great pleasure td be here with Secretary of'Eduqation
Lauro Cavazos, Seéretéry of-Energy James Watkins and the Acting'~
Director of the Nationai Science Foundation, Fred Bernthal, for
this tremendous gathering.' |

I am pieased to have the opportunity to join-you today and
add my congfatulations to those you have already received.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
Teaching’have been presented for the past eight years, but this
is the first year that elementary school teachers have been
honored as a separate category. So you are the pioneers in what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achievements df this
nation's many outstanding school teachers.

You are é very,seléct-group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary schoollinstructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mathematics, which giﬁes you a vital
rgspopsibility. o

Studies have shown'that most kids who‘go on to become
scientists or engineers decide to do so in eleméntary school or
junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they

are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark

their imaginafibnland evoke the sense of wonder that is inherent °

in science.
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Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose
interest when their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in

science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model

-and an inspiration for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a.crucial natidnal_néed; We
live in an increasingly'complex and cbmpetitive world, and the
link between science and technology and our standafd of living is
strohger today than éver béfore. At a time when our

international position in certain key industries is being

‘ challenged, we face impending shortfalls of qualified scientists

and engineers. The students who can fill those shortfalls aré_in'
classroomé right now. We must ensﬁre‘tﬁat they afe given the
education and the éncouragement they need. _ |

| Just ‘a little-over a year ago, I:met with‘the nétion's
governors for én education summit - a first step toward bﬁilding
a strong partnership among this Administrétion, the governors,

educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event

. resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for

individual and collective efforts to improve the quality of

-.education for all Américans;

Three of‘those goals difectly'involve_science and
mathematics. By the'year 2000, American students must be
competent in fivé'critiéal subjects including scienqe and
mathematics -- with their pferess measured in grades four,

eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the first
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in the world 'in science and mathematics by the year 2000, and we
must ensure that every adult Amerlcan must be able to read and
have the skills, including technological skills, to compete in a
global economy.

These are ambitious goais but they are faithful to the
ambitions of this_counfry. As a people, we have Set'tough_goals
before -- to send men to the moon or to'serye the cause of |
freedom abroad. And we know that when the ohallenge is great,

great things happen in America. _
Already, avgreat many things are happening at the federal,

state and local leve1;> The Department of Energy is opening up
its national laboratories to students and teachers so that they
can experience cutting-edge science first-hand; And the
Department of Education plans to greatly expand its Dwight
-Eisenhower Mathematics_and SQience program to bring’the best
possible scienoe‘and math teaching to schools throughout the
country.. | ' . |

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But to
achieve tne goals-that'I announced last January will require that
everyone get involved. That means parents, teachers, school
administrators, bu51nesses and universities. ‘

Parents are espec1a11y important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parents, and that's why we're encouraglng parental empowerment in
education. We must make American education the best 1t can be

and that takes commitment.
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‘ReadIng about your acéomplishménts makes me confident that
we will sﬁcceedL The 1etter§ of fedbmﬁendation that helped ﬁriné
you to Washington give ample téstimoﬁy to youriingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm, Ih‘one letter, the parehts of a
boy named Woody Qrite, " when we [used] to ask Woody what
happened in school, he would tell us about recess. ﬁow he tells
us about science." '

Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
-mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes of a child énd
coﬁmunicates with the voice ¢f an understanding, compassionate
and energetic-motiQator," And all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring'to the classrbom,

_ an enthusiasm that touches everyone who knows you.

You are truly remarkable people. You arevable to take
children and'inspife_them, broaden their horizons, and point them
in new'directions. The country owes you an imménse debt of
gratitude. But your feal rewards cannot be prihted on a piéce.of
paper. Your real rewards are the students who will remember you
and what ydu have done for them for the rest of their lives.

Thank fou for all you do and God bless the United States of

America.
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It's a great pleasure to be here with Secretary of Education
Lauro Cavazos, Secretary of Energy James Watkins and the Acting
Director of the National Science Foundation, Fred Bernthal, for
this tremendous gathering.

————

I am pleased to have the opportunity to join you today and © 7
adﬁ/ﬁyncangratulatlons ég/fBbge/y/“\hﬁﬁ“\glready//écet”bd/ ¢

Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science and Mathematics

‘\

Teaching have been presented for the past eight years, but this
is the first year that elementary school teachers have been
honored as a separate category. So you are the pioneers in what
will be a continuing effort to honor the achievements of this
nation's many outstanding school teachers.

You are a very select group: 107 teachers from the more
than one-and-a-half million elementary school instructors in this
country. For many students, you represent their first exposure
to science and mathematicéii&iiehegtxeszyau a vital
responsibility.

Studies have shown that most kids who go on to become
scientists or engineers decide to do so in elementary school or
junior high. And, most often, the reason they do is because they

are exposed to a teacher like each of you; someone who can spark

their imagination and evoke the sense of wonderxthatnibéibkgréﬂ&
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Y "\Kids are natural-born scientists, but too many of them lose
interest when their only exposure to science is through long
lists of facts. You have discovered how to bring out the fun in
science and mathematics; and, in doing so, you provide a model
and an inspiration for elementary school teachers everywhere.

You are also helping to meet a crucial national need. We

live in an increasingly complex and competitive world, and the
link between science and technology and our standard of living is
stronger today than ever before. At a time when our
international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face ﬂﬁpé&d&ﬁq shortfalls of qualified scientists

and engineers. The studen:imgg?&jiggfill those sho;t%alls are in

classrooms_figEE_Egy. We must ensu that they the
education and the encouragement they need.

Just a little over a year ago, I met with the nation's
governors for an education summit - a first step toward building
a strong partnership among this Administration, the governors,
educators, parents and community leaders. This historic event
resulted in a sense of direction and national goals for
individual and collective efforts to improve the quality of
education for all Americans.

Three of those goals directly involve science and
mathematics. By the year 2000, American students must be
competent in five critical subjects including science and

mathematics -- with their progress measured in grades four,

eight, and twelve. We must also make American students the first
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in the world in science and mathematics by the year 2000, and we
must ensure that every adult American must be able to read and
have the skills) including technological skillsL/fg,compete in a
global economy.

These are ambitious goals but they are faithful to the
ambitions of this country. As a people, we have set tough goals

before -- to send men to the moon or to serve the cause of

freedom abroad. And we know that when the challenge is great,

great things happen in America.
Already, a great many things are happening at the federal,

state and local level. The Department of Energy is opening up
its national laboratories to students and teachers so.éhﬁk’they
can experience cutting-edge science first-hand. And the
Department of Education plans to greatly expand its Dwight
Eisenhower Mathematics and Science program to bring the best

Amee ck
possible science and math teaching to schools throughout the

cGurtry—

Equally exciting things are happening in the states. But to
achieve the goals fhﬂﬁ I announced last January will requirefﬁpét/
everyone get involved$. Tﬁ&%bmeﬂns arents, teachers, school
administrators, businesses and universities.

Parents are especially important. It is very difficult for
you as teachers to do your jobs if you don't get help from
parentqi:xﬂ4/ hat's why we're encouraging parental empowerment in

education. We must make American education the best it can be

T HOME
and that takes commitmenﬁ?”’”’——_ﬂﬁ
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Reading about your accomplishments makes me confident that
we will succeed. The letters of recommendation that helped bring
you to Washington give ample testimony to your ingenuity,
determination and enthusiasm. In one letter, the parents of a
boy named Woody write, " when we [used] to ask Woody what
happened in school, he would tell us about recess. Now he tells
us about science."

Another letter writes of a teacher who "studies with the
mind of a scholar, perceives through the eyes of a child and
communicates with the voice of an understanding, compassionate
and energetic motivator." And all of the letters are unanimous
about one thing: the enthusiasm that you bring to the classroom,
an enthusiasm that touches everyone who knows you.

You are truly remarkable people. You are able to take
children and inspire them, broaden their horizons, and point them
in new directions. The country owes you an immense debt of
gratitude. But your real rewards cannot be printed on a piece of
paper. Your real rewards are the students who will remember you
and what you have done for them for the rest of their lives.

Thank you for all you do and God bless the United States of

America.



