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(Hinchliffe)
September 13, 1990
SCHOOLS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 8CHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY
South Lawn September 17, 1990

Thank you, Secretary Cavazos. And thank you especially for
your leadership in keeping education at the very top of our
national agenda. \\ And to all of you, our special guests:
welcome to the White House.

I'm honoréd to welcome here today representatives of the 221
elementary schools chosen this year as winners in our School
Recognition Program. Each of your schools is as diverse as this
great country. They are public and private and range in size
from 170 to over 1400 pupils; they serve children from scarcely
populated rural areas to some of our largest cities. But you all

have something important in common =-- your success and

achievement -- ideals to which the other schools across the

breadth of this nation can look for inspiration.
This year's winners were judged on the quality of the
education they provide; their students'! achievements and

attitude; and their teachers' and administrators' leadership.

But perhaps the most important criteria was a sense of shared

purpose among faculty, students, parents, and community.

These schools share a vision of hope -- that they can foster
the fgll potential and development of each child and, by doing
that, help make this a better nation and a better world. \\\

However, those higher goals may have been lost on some of
the youngest winners. I understand that when one lst grader from

Colwyn Elementary Schooi told her parents about her principal
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being honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy
Award."///

We're here today not only to salute these individual
schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to
education. For our democracy can remain vital only if our people
continue to grow in knowledgé and wisdom -- facing each new
choice with an increased understanding of the complex and
competitive world in which we 1ive. And we must realize that
education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;
and to our very soul as a people. \\\

I came to this job believing that America can and must have
a restructured and revitalized education system tg-énable us to
compete successfully in the world -- and to empower each citizen
to achieve his or her fulleét potential. After all, education is

our most enduring legacy, vital to everything we are and can
becomne.

' We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year
ago this month, we held the President's Education Summit with the
Governors. In fact,'my first stop after the Summit was right
here where I spoke to last year's winners of these prestigious
awards. The Summit itself grew out of our pledge to lead a
national effort toward a renaissance oflexcellence in America's
schools. As a result of this historic event, involving the
Nation's Governors and my Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of
direction for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quality of education for all. For the first time, Americans now

have a clear sense of direction toward national education. \\
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With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,
communityAleaders and a variety of educators; and working with
the Governors', at the beginning of this year, I announced our
six education goals to be met by the year 2000: absolutely
essential goalé that recognize education as a lifelong
enterprise. I repeat them now because they must become so
familiar that they seem woven into the fabric of our lives.\\

First by the year 2000: Al}l childreg in America must start
school ready to learn. Second: The hi scho aduatio te

must _increase to at least 90 percent. Goal Number Three:
American students must be competent in five critical subjects
with their progress measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be first in the world scienc
and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be_able to read.
And nally: Every one of our schools must be sa isci ned

and drug-free.

I am pleased today to be able to unveil a wonderful poster
displaying these important goals that has been produced by the
National Geographic Society and that will be sent to every school
in the nation. National Geographic has joined the fight t§
ensure a first-class education for every American child, and we
are gratefﬁl. |

You know, in this past year since our summit, as we've
turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring that
these goals are attained,.we've seen an extraordinary response,

as reform took off across our nation. And one of the most
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important reforns sweéping our great country is educational
choice; empowering parents to get involved in their children's
education. Today, with us is Polly Williams, a courageous leader
who brought choice to Milwaukee, Wisconsin's schools and we want
also to see choice brought to Oregon on election day. this Fall.

And it's teamwork that's engendering this inspiring success
-= an extraordinarily constructive partnership between the |
federal level and the governors of our states and territories.
Shqwing our administration-wide commitment to educational
excellence, we have also bequn exciting programs involving every
Cabinet department.

Today, I issue a challenge to every American to join us.
Step forward in your own way to respond to one of the most .

cruc?al issues we face. Students: set your sights and your
personal goals high so your future can match your finest dreams.
\\ Educators: you're engaged in noble, terrib;y important work
- we congratulate you and look forward to your continuing
dedication to American educational excellence \\ Parents: we
urge you to become more involved in your children's education. \\
And communities: we've made great leaps in getting communities
more engaged in local-level action -- but we need more.

All of us must commit ourselves fully now. Right now.

. America can't afford to wait ~- or waste -- a generation. To all

of you, as we look ahead to our goals and to the year 2000, let's
answer the call: "Let tomorrow begin today." \\

Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.



, i
b

J Jyt Document No. ) h :’\ 6
U )

/

, /
WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

09/13/90 - 1:00 p.m. Friday 09/14/

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY

. — (09713 Arart)

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o w7 MCCLURE ¥ O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN & O
SCOWCROFT O o PORTER & 0
DARMAN e O ROGICH 0 =
CARD n & UNTERMEYER O o
CICCONI o o ROGERS 0 p’
DEMAREST 7 O PINKERTON & O
FITZZWATER o . o &7
GRAY O o m] O
HAGIN o 0O | O
HOLIDAY—- g m| O O

REMARKS:
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 09/14, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE: ? — A
(-'//l sz~ N ,L»’u/l/f AMN2E i g\,g,
‘f/l,u\/) /)f/é ‘ C/A j“"" \ &/1, B*‘z«u,{&

/) ké/vb /%/W/(_,A./\, C‘/LL\'Y\ p ey ‘s
04\/0)4 7 VP James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
)u'(, / /{,udéé{ UMy 2702

y Ext.
T~1Y %




3

(Hinchliffe)
September 13, 1990
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30 S@ttﬂ:ﬁﬁ*ﬂn&.ﬁ REMARKS: SCHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY
South Lawn September 17, 1990

Thank yéu, Secretary Cavazos. And thank you especially for
your leadership in keeping education at the very top of our
national agenda. \\ And to all of you, our special guests:
welcome to the White House.

I'm honored to welcome here today representatives of the 221
elementary schools chosen this year as winners in our School
Recogniﬁion frogram. Each of your schools is as diverse as this
great country. They are are public and private and range in size
from 170 to over 1400 pupils; they serve children from scarcely

populated rural areas to some of our some most major cities.

But what you all have in common are your success and achisvement

== jdeals to which the other schools across the breadth of this
nation can look for inspiration. '

This year's winners were judged on their school's overall
environment; their students'! achievements and attitude; and their
teachers' and administrators' visionary leadership. But perhaps
the most important criteria was a sense of shared purpose among

acult students arents, and community.

These schools share a vision of hope -- that théy can foster
the full potential and development of each child and, by doing
that, help make this a better nation and a better world. WD

However, those higher goals may have been lost on some of
the youngest winners. I understand that when one 1st grader from

Colwyn Elementary School told her parents about her principal
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being honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy
Award."///
We're here today not only to salute these individual
schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to

education. [}

i ow wled a wisdom -- fa

ncreas understand com

competitive world in which we live. And we must realize that

education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;

A

and to our very soul as a people. \\\ kﬂf¥b\
I came to this job believing that America can and must have CL&ﬂOhO)
est ured and revitalized education system to enable us to
ompete s essfully in the world -- and to empowe ach ¢ gen
& i er fulles . / After all, education in

America will always be about opening doors of opportunity.
It is our most enduring legacy, vital to every-
thing we are and can become. Come the next century -- what will
we be? The children of the enlightenment, or its orphans? \\
We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year
ago this week, we held the President's Education Summit with
Governors. This historic event grew out of our pledge to lead a
national effort toward a renaissance of excellence in America's
schools. As a result of this unprecedented meeting, involving
all Governors and my entire Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of

direction for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quality of education for all. For the first time, Americans pow
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With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,
community leaders and a variety of educators; and with the
Governors' endorsement, at the beginning of this year, I
announced our six education goals to be met by the year 2000:
absolutely essential goals that recognize education as a lifelong
enterprise. epeat the o cause \ e

amjiliar that they seem woven jinto e textu ves.\\

First: All children in America must start school ready to
learn. Second: The high school graduation rate must jincrease
to at least 90 percent. oal Number ree: Americ ts
must be competent in critial subjects with their progress
measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be gi;st'in the world jin science
and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be able to read.
And finally: Every one of.gg; schools must be drug-free.

I am pleased today to be able to unveil a terrific poster
stressing these important goals that has been produced by
National Geographic Magazine and will be sent to every school in
the nation for display. National Geographic, with a long history
of efforts to increase the dissemination of knowlege, has joined
the fight to ensure a first-class education for every American
child, and we are grateful.

' You know, in this past year since our unprecedented summit,
as we've turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring

that these goals are attained, we've seen an extraordinary



4

response, as reform took off across our nation.

' work that's e der spiri ucdess

- e rdinar on ; vae

Today, I issue a challenge to every American. Step forward
in vyour own way to respond to one of the most crucial issues we

face. sStudents: set your sights and your personal goals high so

your future can match your finest dreams. \\ Educators: you're
engaged in noble, terribly important work -- we congratulate you
and look forward to your continuing dedication to American
educational excellence \\ Parents: we urge you to become more
interested and involved in your children's education. \\ And
communjtjes: we've made great leaps in getting communities more
engaged in local-level action -- but we need more. We need all
of you to play your own vital role in this exciting -~ and
critical -- national endeavor.
And we need to commit ourselves fully now. Right now.
eric 't afford to wait -- or waste -- a generat [-) 1
u ook ahead to our goals and to the yea 0 t's

answer the call: "Let tomorrow begin today." \\

Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.

* * * * *
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Today choice is the most important movement bringing new vitality
to American education. Choice will work because it gives
parents, children and individual schools power over their destiny
-- and the enthusiasm to shape that destiny. I salute the grass
roots efforts in Wisconsin and Oregon which show the choice
movement is starting to catch on everywhere.




SCHOOL- RECOGNITION CEREMONY \ SOUTH LAWN
SEPTEMBER 17, 1990 \ 3:30 P. M.

THANK YOU, SECRETARY CAVAZOS. AND THANK YOU

ESPECIALLY FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP IN KEEPING EDUCATION AT
THE VERY TOP OF OUR NATIONAL AGENDA. \\ A SPECIAL

WELCOME TO SOME OF OUR GOVERNORS WHO WERE INVOLVED WITH
LAST YEAR'S EDUCATION SUMMIT AND WHO ARE WITH US TODA*:

-2 -

CarroLL CAMPBELL OF SouTH CAROLINA; ROBERT CASEY OF
PENNSYLVANIA; Ruby PERPICH (PURR-PITCH) oF MINNESOTA;
AND DoN ScHAEFER OF MARYLAND. \\ ALSO WITH US TODAY IS
GrL Grosvenor (GROVE-NUR), PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY. \\ AND TO ALL OF YOU ACROSS THE
SouTH LAWN, OUR SPECIAL GUESTS: WELCOME TO THE WHITE
House. \\\

I'M HONORED TO WELCOME HERE TODAY REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE 221 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS CHOSEN THIS YEAR AS
WINNERS IN OUR ScHoOL RECOGNITION PROGRAM. -
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EACH OF YOUR SCHOOLS IS AS DIVERSE AS THIS GREAT
COUNTRY. THEY ARE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AND RANGE IN SIZE
FROM 170 10 over 1400 puPILS; THEY SERVE CHILDREN FROM
SCARCELY POPULATED RURAL AREAS TO SOME OF OUR LARGEST
CITIES. BUuT YOU ALL HAVE SOMETHING IMPORTANT IN COMMON

-= YOUR SUCCESS AND ACHIEVEMENT -- IDEALS TO WHICH THE

OTHER SCHOOLS ACROSS THE BREADTH OF THIS NATION CAN
LOOK FOR INSPIRATION.

-4 -

THIS YEAR'S WINNERS WERE JUDGED ON THE QUALITY OF
THE EDUCATION THEY PROVIDE; THEIR STUDENTS'
ACHIEVEMENTS AND ATTITUDE; AND THEIR TEACHERS' AND
ADMINISTRATORS' LEADERSHIP. BuUT PERHAPS THE MOST
IMPORTANT CRITERIA WAS A SENSE OF SHARED PURPOSE AM
FACULTY, STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND COMMUNITY.

THESE SCHOOLS SHARE A VISION OF HOPE -- THAT THEY
CAN FOSTER THE FULL POTENTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT OF EACH
CHILD AND, BY DOING THAT, HELP MAKE THIS A BETTER
NATION AND A BETTER WORLD. \\\ |
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HOWEVER, THOSE HIGHER GOALS MAY HAVE BEEN LOST ON
SOME OF THE YOUNGEST WINNERS. I UNDERSTAND THAT WHEN
ONE FIRST GRADER FROM COLWYN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TOLD HER
PARENTS ABOUT HER PRINCIPAL BEING HONORED, SHE
EXCLAIMED: "SISTER MARY WON THE ACADEMY AWARD." \\\

We'RE HERE TODAY NOT ONLY TO SALUTE THESE
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS, BUT ALSO TO RE-STATE OUR COMMITMENT
AS A NATION TO EDUCATION. |

-6 - ¢

FOR_OUR DEMOCRACY CAN REMAIN VITAL ONLY IF OUR PEOPLE

CONTINUE TO GROW IN KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM -- FACING EACH

NEW CHOICE WITH AN INCREASED UNDERSTANDING OF THE

COMPLEX AND COMPETITIVE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE. AND WE

MUST REALIZE THAT EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO OUR FUTURE;
TO OUR IDENTITY AS A NATION; AND TO OUR VERY SOUL AS A
PEOPLE. \\\ |
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I CAME TO THIS JOB BELIEVING THAT AMERICA CAN AND
MUST HAVE A RESTRUCTURED AND REVITALIZED EDUCATION
SYSTEM _TO ENABLE US TO COMPETE SUCCESSFULLY IN THE
WORLD -~ AND TO EMPOWER EACH CITIZEN TO ACHIEVE HIS OR
HER FULLEST POTENTIAL. AFTER ALL, EDUCATION IS OUR
MOST ENDURING LEGACY, VITAL TO EVERYTHING WE ARE AND
CAN BECOME.

WE'RE CELEBRATING AN IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARY HERE.
ONE YEAR AGO THIS MONTH, WE HELD THE PRESIDENT'S
EDUCATION SUMMIT WITH THE GOVERNORS.

- 8 -

IN FACT, MY FIRST STOP AFTER THE SUMMIT WAS RIGHT HERE
WHERE I SPOKE TO LAST YEAR'S WINNERS OF THESE
PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS. THE SUMMIT ITSELF GREW OUT OF OUR
PLEDGE TO LEAD A NATIONAL EFFORT TOWARD A RENAISSANCE
OF EXCELLENCE IN AMERICA'S SCHOOLS. AS A RESULT OF
THIS HISTORIC EVENT, INVOLVING THE NATION'S GOVERNORS
AND MY CABINET, WE EMERGED WITH A SENSE OF DIRECTION
FOR INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE
QUALITY OF EDUCATION FOR ALL.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, AMERICANS NOW HAVE A CLEAR SENSE OF
DIRECTION TOWARD NATIONAL EDUCATION. \\

WITH THE INVALUABLE COOPERATION OF TEACHERS,

- PARENTS, COMMUNLITY LEADERS AND A VARIETY OF EDUCATORS;
AND WORKING WITH THE GOVERNORS, AT THE BEGINNING OF
THIS YEAR, I ANNOUNCED OUR SIX EDUCATION GOALS TO BE
MET BY THE YEAR 2000: ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL GOALS THAT
RECOGNIZE EDUCATION AS A LIFELONG ENTERPRISE.

- 10 -

I REPEAT THEM NOW BECAUSE THEY MUST BECOME SO FAMILIAR
THAT _THEY SEEM WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF OUR LIVES.\\
First: By THE YEAR 2000, ALL CHILDREN IN AMERICA
MUST START SCHOOL READY TO LEARN. SECOND: THE HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE MUST INCREASE TO AT LEAST 90
PERCENT. THIRD: AMERICAN STUDENTS MUST BE COMPETENT IN
FIVE CRITICAL SUBJECTS WITH THEIR PROGRESS MEASURED IN
' GRADES FOUR, EIGHT AND TWELVE.
FourTH: OUR STUDENTS MUST BE FIRST IN THE WORLD IN
SCIENCE AND MATH.
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FIFTH: EVERY ADULT AMERICAN MUST BE ABLE TO READ. AND
FINALLY: EVERY ONE OF OUR SCHOOLS MUST BE SAFE,
DISCIPLINED, AND DRUG-FREE. \\\

I'M PLEASED TODAY TO BE ABLE TO UNVEIL A WONDERFUL
POSTER DISPLAYING THESE IMPORTANT GOALS THAT HAS BEEN
PRODUCED BY THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY AND THAT
WILL BE SENT TO EVERY SCHOOL iN THE NATION. NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC HAS JOINED THE FIGHT TO ENSURE A FIRST-CLASS

EDUCATION FOR EVERY AMERICAN CHILD, AND WE ARE GRATEFUL
-= THANKS, Grr. \\\

- 12 -

You KNOW, IN THIS PAST YEAR SINCE OUR SUMMIT, AS
WE'VE TURNED OUR ATTENTION TO THE FORMIDABLE TASK OF
ENSURING THAT THESE GOALS ARE ATTAINED, WE'VE SEEN AN
EXTRAORDINARY RESPONSE, AS REFORM TOOK OFF ACROSS OUR
NATION. AND ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT REFORMS SWEEPING
OUR GREAT COUNTRY IS EDUCATIONAL CHOICE: EMPOWERING
PARENTS TO GET INVOLVED IN THEIR CHILDREN'S EDUCATION.
TopAY, WITH US IS PoLLY WILLIAMS, A COURAGEOUS LEADER
WHO BROUGHT CHOICE TO MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN'S SCHOOLS. .

\\
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AND IT'S TEAMWORK THAT'S ENGENDERING THIS INSPIRING

SUCCESS -~ AN EXTRAORDINARILY CONSTRUCTIVE PARTNERSHIP

BETWEEN THE FEDERAL LEVEL AND THE GOVERNORS OF OUR
STATES AND TERRITORIES, SHOWING OUR -
ADMINISTRATION-WIDE COMMITMENT TO EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE, WE HAVE ALSO BEGUN EXCITING PROGRAMS
INVOLVING EVERY CABINET DEPARTMENT.

TopAy, I ISSUE A CHALLENGE TO EVERY AMERICAN TO
JOIN US. STEP FORWARD IN YOUR OWN WAY TO RESPOND TO
ONE_OF THE _MOST CRUCIAL ISSUES WE FACE,

- 14 -

STUDENTS: SET YOUR SIGHTS AND YOUR PERSONAL GOALS HIGH
SO YOUR FUTURE CAN MATCH YOUR FINEST DREAMS. \\
EDUCATORS: YOU'RE ENGAGED IN NOBLE, TERRIBLY IMPORTANT
WORK =~ WE CONGRATULATE YOU AND LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR
CONTINUING DEDICATION TO AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE \\ PARENTS: WE URGE YOU TO BECOME MORE
INVOLVED IN YOUR CHILDREN’'S EDUCATION. \\
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AND COMMUNITIES: WE'VE MADE GREAT LEAPS IN GETTING

COMMUNITIES MORE ENGAGED IN LOCAL-LEVEL ACTION -- BUT
WE NEED MORE.

ALL OF US MUST COMMIT OURSELVES FULLY NOW. RIGHT
NOW. AMERICA CAN'T AFFORD TO WAIT -- OR WASTE -- A

GENERATION, To ALL OF YOU, AS WE LOOK AHEAD TQO QUR

GOALS AND TO THE YEAR 2000, LET'S ANSWER THE CALL;

"LET TOMORROW BEGIN TODAY." \\

- 16 -
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU -- AND GOD BLESS
AMERICA.
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Thank ybu, Secretary Cavazos. And thank you especially for
your leadership in keeping education at the very top of our
national agenda. \\ And to all of you, our special guests:
welcome to the White House.

I'm honored to welcome here today representatives of the 221
elementary schools chosen this year as winners in our School
Recognition Program. Each of your schools is as diverse as this
great country. They are are public and private and range in size
from 170 to over 1400 pupils; they serve children from scarcely
populated rural areas to some of our se;:ﬁgéglﬁmaior cities.

But what you all have in common are your success and achievement

-- ideals to which the other schools across the breadth of this

nation can look for inspiration. i aa
He Fuelityof Yhe eclcalon ‘l"\’-uﬁ
This year's winners were judged on their school's—overall
POV A e
environment; their students' achievements and attitude; and their
teachers' and administrators' wisiena®ry leadership. But perhaps

the most important criteria was a sense of shared purpose among

faculty, students, parents, and community.

These schools share a vision of hope -- that they can foster
the full potential and development of each child and, by doing
that, help make this a better nation and a better world. \\\

However, those higher goals may have been lost on some of
the youngest winners. I understand that when one lst grader from

Colwyn Elementary School told her parents about her principal
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being honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy
Award."///
We're here today not only to salute these individual
schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to

education. or our democracy can remain vital only if our people

continue to grow in knowledge and wisdom -- facing each new

choice with an increased understanding of the complex and
competitive world in which we live. And we must realize that

education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;
and to our very soul as a people. \\\

I came to this job believing that America can and must have

a restructured and revitalized education system to enable us to
compete successfully in the world -- and to empower each citizen

to achieve his or her fullest potential. After all, educatio? dn-
-
Ama:iea—wili“alwaYSMbewabout“openiﬂg«doorswoﬁlgppg;tun;t¥;:

—
J& is our most enduring legacy, vital to every-

thing we are and can become. €ome-the next century -- what will .
we-be? The children of the -enlightenment; or-its—orphans? \\ .

We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year
mMmih
ago this week, we held the President's Education Summit with

Governors., This historic event grew out of our pledge to lead a

I
national effort toward a renaissance of excellence in America's

schools. ,As a result of this unprecedented neet&ag, involving
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all Govenhors and my entire Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of

directlgn for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quali;i of education for all. For the first time, Americans now
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have a clear sense of direction toward common goals. \\

With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,

Wptﬂ/ﬁp]
community leaders and a variety of educators; and ,with the

Governors*\endersement, at the beginning of this year, I
announced our six education goals to be met by the year 2000:

absolutely essential goals that recognize education as a lifelong

enterprise. I repeat them now because they must become so

Sabare

familiar that they seem woven into the texture of our live X\

W'QY e gean 2009
Firs,; All children in America must start school ready to

learn. Second: The high school graduation rate must increase

to at least 90 percent. Goal Number Three: American students

e C
must be competent iﬁﬁérit;al subjects with their progress

measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be first in the world in science

and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be able to read.
Safe, diseplineg ecvnek

And finally: Every one of our schools must be, drug-free.
) a/nyéhéﬁoiL
I am pleased today to be able to unveil a poster

oo/
s%reséiz;wz;ese important goals that has been produced by

Socied JHoate
National Geographic Maqazing'andAwill be sent to every school in

the nation, fer-display, National Geographic, with a long history
of efforts to increase the dissemination of knowlege, has joined
the fight to ensure a first-class education for every American
child, and we are grateful.

You know, in this past year since our unpreeedented sumnmit,
as we've turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring

that these goals are attained, we've seen an extraordinary
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response, as reform took off across our nation. OV egomn o clecto oy
And it's teamwork that's engendering this inspiring success

== an extraordinarily constructive partnership between the

G d e +uieo:
ede evel and the gove rs of ou tates S8howing our

administration-wide commitment to educational excellence, we have
also begun exciting programs involving every Cabinet department.
o LI .

“o |
Today, I issue a challenge to every Americﬁgf 8tep forward

in your own way to respond to one of the most crucial issues we

face. Students: set your sights and your personal goals high so
your future can match your finest dreams. \\ Educators: you're
engaged in noble, terribly important work -- we congratulate you
and look forward to your continuing dedication to American
educational excellence \\ Parents: we urge you to become QZZZ?“
interested—and involved in your children's education. \\ And
communities: we've made great leaps in getting communities more
engaged in local-level action -- but we need more. -We-need-ail
of you to play your own vital ¥role in this exciting —— and
critical == national—-endeavor. ——

CU( oL o maoned"
-And-se-need-te-commit ourselves fully now. Right now.
<

America can't afford to wait -- or waste -- a generation. To all

(o) ou ook ahead to our goals and to the yvear 2000, let's

answer the call: "Let tomorrow begin today." \\

Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.

* * * * *



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 14, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: JIM PINKERTON ﬁ /
SUBJECT: School Recognition Ceremony

We refer you to the comments on this draft done by
Charles Kolb and Roger B. Porter. We concur in every
respect, mindful of the four goals that we have urged be
kept in mind for all such speeches, viz.,

o Pro-growth/Anti-recession Agenda

o Empowerment (including Educational Choice)/ A Kinder,
Gentler Nation

o Crime and Drugs

o Environment/Energy

#H#
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY |
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 09/14, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

/James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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being honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy
Award."///
We're here today not only to salute these individual

schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to

education. For our democracy can remain vital only if our'geogle
continue to grow in knowledge and wisdom -= facing each new

choice with an increased understanding of the complex and
competitive world in which we live. And we must realize that

education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;

and to our very soul as a people. \\\

I came to this job believing that imerica can and must have

a restructured and revitalized education system to enable us to
compete successfully in the world =- and to empower each citizen

to achieve his or her fullest potential. After all, education in

America will always be about opening doors of opportunity.
It is our most enduring legacy, vital to every-
thing we are and can become. Come the next century -- what will
we be? The children of the enlightenment, or its orphans? \\
We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year
ago this week, we held the President's Education Summit with
Governors. This historic event grew out of our pledge to lead a
nafional effort toward a renaissance of excellence in America's
'schools. As a result of this unprecedented meeting, involving
all Governors and my entire Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of
direction for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quality of education for all. For the first time, Americans now
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have a clear gsense of direction toward common goals. \\

With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,
community leaders and a variety of educators; and with the
Governors' endorsement, at the beginning of this year, I
announced our six education goals to be met by the year 2000:

absolutely essential goals that’ recognize education as a lifelong

enterprise. I repeat them now because they must become so

familiar that they seem woven into the texture of our lives.\\
First: All children in America must start school ready to

learn. Second: The high school graduation rate must increase

to at least 90 percent. Goal Number Three: American students

must be competent in critial subjects with their progress
measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be first in the world in science
and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be able to read.
And finally: Every one of our schools must be drug-free.

I am pleased today to be able to unveil a terrific poster

stressing these important goals that has been produced by
National Geographic Magazine and will be sent to every school in
the nation for display. National Geographic, with a long history
of efforts to increase tﬁe dissemination of knowlege, has joined
the fight to ensure a first-class education for every American
child, and we are grateful.

. You know, in this past year since our unprecedented summit,
as we've turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring

that these goals are attained, we've seen an extraordinary
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response, as reform took off across our nation.

And it's teamwork that's engendering this inspiring success
=— an_extraordinarily constructive partnership between the

edera evel a the gove 8 of our 50 states Showing our

administration-wide commitment to educational excellence, we have
— e e, e e s sV IRL CALEL1IGICGE, WE lLave

also bequn exciting programs involving every Cabinet department.
Today, I issue a challenge to every American. Step forward
in your own way to respond to one of the most crucial issues we

face. Students: set your sights and your personal goals high so

your future can match your finest dreanms. \\ Educators: you're
engaged in noble, terribly important work -- we congratulate you
and look forward to your continuing dedication to American
educational excellence \\ Parents: we urge you to become more
interested and involved in your children's education. \\ And
communities: we've made great leaps in getting communities more
engaged in local-level action -- but we need more. We need all
of you to play your own vital role in this exciting -- and

critical -- national endeavor.

And we need to commit ourselves fully now. Right now.

America can't afford to wait -- or waste -- a generation. To all

of you, as we look ahead to our goals and to the year 2000, let's
answer the call: "Let tomorrow begin today." \\
Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.

* * %* * - %



THE WHITE HOUSE /

WASHINGTON

September 14, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM:

ROGER B. PORTER /@ﬁp //7/u-

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: School Recognition

Ceremony

Fine speech. The remarks describe how the national

education goals were developed and why achieving them is so
important to America's future.

We have noted several suggestions on the attached draft

which we believe will improve the remarks. We also recommend
the following inserts be incorporated in the speech.

At the end of the first line of text on page 4, we

recommend inserting the following two paragraphs:

Insert 1: G}nd one of the most important reforms sweeping
our great country is educational choice£> I've supported
choice and called for its adoption in as many varieties
and places as possible. Why is choice so critical to
education reform? One simple reason: choice empowers
parents to get involved with their children's education
and make decisions about what's best for their kids. We
need more rigor in America's classrooms and we need that
rigor reinforced by parental involvement. Choice is one
critical way of bringing parents back into America's
schools.

"And that is why we are so enthusiastic about all those
choice programs that exist already. (We are applauding the
courage and leadership of Polly Williams, who has brought
choice to Milwaukee, Wisconsin's schools earlier this
month{fand we want to s choice brought to Oregon on
election day this Fall."

We also recommend including the following language at the

beginning of the second full paragraph:

Insert 2: "To reinforce these efforts, to ensure
accountability for results, we need full participation by
all of us who have a stake in our education system."
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We also recommend adding insert 3, as noted, in the second
full paragraph on page 4:

Insert 3: "For those of you with youngsters at home, one

simple thing will help: read to your children at least
once every day."

If you have any questions or we can help in any other way,
please let me know.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 09/14, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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30 Sy*anﬂﬁm\"xﬁs REMARKS: SCHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY
v South Lawn September 17, 1990

Thank you, Secretary Cavazos. And thank you especially for
your leadership in keeping education at the very top of our
national agenda. \\ And to all of you, our special guests:
welcome to the White House.

I'm honored to welcome here today representatives of the 221
elementary schools chosen this year as winners in our School
Recognition Program. Each of your schools is as diverse as this
great country. They are -are public and private and range in size
from 170 to over 1400 pupils; they serve children from scarcely

BES,
populated rural areas to some of our é%ggun;;t majer cities.

But what you all have in common are your success and achievement
-- ideals to which the other schools across the breadth of this

nation can look for inspiration.

This year's winners were judged on their school's overall
environment; their students' achievements and attitude; and their

teachers' and administrators' visionary leadership. But perhaps

the most important criteria was a sense of shared purpose among
faculty, students, parents, and community.

These'schools share a vision of hope -- that they can foster
the full potential and development of each child and, by doing
that, help make this a better nation and a better world. A\

However, those higher goals may have been lost on some of
the youngest winners. I understand that when one 1lst grader from

Colwyn Elementary School told her parents about her principal
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being honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy
Award."///
We're here today not only to salute these individual
schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to ZXceuene Y

education. or our democracy can remain vital only if our people

continue to grow in knowledge and wisdom -- facing each new

choice with an increased understanding of the complex and
competitive world in which we live. And we must realize that

education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;
and to our very soul as a people. \\\

I came to this job believing that America can and must have

a restructured and revitalized education system to enable us to

compete successfully in the world =-- and to empower each citizen
to achieve his or her fullest potential. After all, education in

America will always be about opening doors of opportunity.

It is our most enduring legacy, vital to every-

) FRCE R CLITACRAL CHOICE AS wE KAboncs) )
thing we are and can become.x Geme the next century -- what will
we be? The children of the enlightenment, or its orphans? \A

We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year

7220M' 72/

ago this week, we held the President's Education Summit with
Governors. This historic event grew out of our pledge to lead a
national effort toward a renaissance of excellence in America's
schools. As a result of this unprecedented meeting, involving
He Namon'’s ‘ . _
a¥¥ Governors and my entire Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of

direction for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quality of education for all. For the first time, Americans now

Govtploa PERPICH AmD SERETARy jIALel o w#oT A 7764
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have a clear sense of direction toward eommea goals. \\

With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,

. WA KN
community leaders and a variety of educators; andxw1th the

Governors' endorsement, at the beginning of this year, I
announced our six education goals to be met by the year 2000:

absolutely essential goals that recognize education as a lifelong

enterprise. I repeat them now because they must become so
familiar that they seem woven into the texture of our lives.\\

First: All children in America must start school ready to

learn. Second: The high school graduation rate must increase

to at least 90 percent. Goal Number Three: American students
FVE a

must be competent ingcrit%al subjects with their progress

measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be first in the world in science

and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be able to read.

SAfE, DISCIOLINED, A
And finally: Every one of our schools must be; drug-free.

. WONIEXF/L
I am pleased today to be=abies—to unveil a temrifie poster

these important gdgls that has been produced by

[National Geographiauaqa-z-iae and‘ will be sent to every school in
/

the nation,ﬁer=é§spid§. National Geographic, with a long history
of efforts to increase the dissemination of knowlege, has joined
the fight to ensure a first-class education for every American
child, and we are grateful.

You know, in this past year since our unprecedented summit,
as we've turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring

that these goals are attained, we've seen an extraordinary

NATINAL &EOCRAPHIG SOUETY ( MoT MAGABWE)
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response, as reform took off across our nation.

And it's teamwork that's engendering this inspiring success
== an extraordinarily constructive partnership between the
dera v nd the governors of our 50 states S8howing ou
administration-wide commitment to educational excellence, we have
also bequn exciting programs involving every Cabinet department.
TS EL T:HZ Today, I issue a challenge to every American. Step forward

in your own way to respond to one of the most crucial issues we

face. Students: set your sights and your personal goals high so
your future can match your finest dreams. \\ Educators: you're
engaged in noble, terribly important work -- we congratulate you
and look forward to your continuing dedication to American
educational excellence \\ Parents: we urge you to become more
interested and involved in your children's education.

\\ And

communities: we've made great leaps in getting communities more

engaged in local-level action -- but we need more. We need all
of you to play your own vital role in this exciting -- and
TASERT 3

critical -- national endeavor.

And we need to commit ourselves fully now. Right now.

America can't afford to wait -- or waste -- a generation. To all
of you, as we look ahead to our goals and to the year 2000, let's

answer the call: "Let tomorrow begin today." \\

Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.

* * * * *
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RESPONSE: \/ el (o }/z)fL/r'kL@AA/Q

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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90 3@*311&:&1\1&.5 REMARKS: SCHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY . .
South Lawn September 17, 1990

Thank you, Secretary Cavazos. And thank you especially for
your leadership in keeping education at the very top of our
national agenda. \\ And to all gf you, our special guests:
welcome to the White Housé.

i'm honored to welcome here today repreéentatives of the 221
elementary schools chosen this year as winners in our School
Recognition Progfam. Each of your schools is as diverse as this
great country. They are &r€ public and private and range in size
from 170 to over 1400 pupils; they serve children from scarcely
populated rural areas to some of our gaméj%gsf major.cities.

But what you all have in common are your success and achievement

--_ideals to which the other schools across the breadth of this

nation can look for 1nspiration.

This year's winners were judged on their school's overall
environment; their students' achievements and attitude; and their

teachers' and administrators' visionary leadership. But perhaps

the most important criteria was a sense of shared purpose among
faculty, students, parents, and community.

These schools share a vision of hope -- that they can foster

the full potential and developmeht of each child and, by doing

that, help make this a better nation and a better world. \\\
Howéver, those higher goals may have been lost on some of

the youngest winners. I understand that when one 1lst grader from

Colwyn Elementary School told her parents about her principal
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being.honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy
Award."///
We're here today not only to salute these individual

schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to

education. For our democracy can remain vital only if our people
continue to grow in knowledge and wisdom == facing each new

choice with an increased understanding of the complex and
competitive world in which we live. And we must realize that

education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;
and to our very soul as a people. \\\

I came to this job believing that America can and must have

a_restructured and revitalized education system to'enable us to

compete successfully in the world -- and to empower each citizen
to achieve his or her fullest potential. After all, education in

America will always be about opening doors of opportunity.

It is our most enduring legacy, vital to every-
thing we are and can become. Come the next century -- what will
we be? The children of the enlightenment, or its orphans? \\
We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year
ago this week,.we held the President's Education Summit with

Governors. This historic event grew out of our pledge to lead a

national effort toward a renaissance of excellence in America's

. schools. As a result of this unprecedented meeting, involving

all Governors and my entire Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of
direction for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quality of education for all. For the first time, Americans now
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have a clear sense of direction toward common goals. \\
‘ With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,
community leaders and a variety of educators; and with the
Governors' endorsement, at the beginning of this year, I
announced our six education goals to be met by the Year 2000:

absolutely essential goals that recbgnize education as a lifelong

enterprise. I repeat them now because ﬁhex must become so

familiar that they seem woven into the texture of our lives.\\
First: All children in America must start school ready to

learn. Second: The high school graduation rate must increase

to at least 90 percent. Goal Number Three: American students

must be competent in critial subjects with their progress
measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be first in the world in science
S il VUL SLUCENES musSt e rirst in the world in science
and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be able to read.
And finally: Every one of- our schools must be drug-free.

I am pleased today to be able to unveil a terrific poster
stressing these important goals that has been produced by
National Geographic Magazine and will be sent to every school in
the nation for display. National Geographic, with a long history
of efforts to increase the dissemination of knowlege, has joined
the fight to ensure a first-class education for every American
child, and we are grateful. |

" You know, in this,pasf Year since our unprecedented summif,
as we've turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring

that these goals are attained, we've seen an extraordinary
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response, as reform took off across our nation.

And it's teamwork that's engendering this inspiring success
== an extraordinarily constructive partnership between the
federal level and the governors of our 50 states. Showing our

administration-wide commitment to educational excellence, we have
e e e ey e Y VHEL SAVELLIEICE, WE IlaVe

also begqun exciting programs involving every Cabinet degartment,

Today, I issue a challenge to every American. Step forward
in your own way to respond to one of the most crucial issues we

face. Students: set your sights and your personal goals high so
your future can match your finest dreams. \\ Educators: you're
engaged in noﬁle, terribly important work -- we congratulate you
and look forward to your continuing dedication to American
educational excellence \\ Parents: we urge you to become more
interested and involved in your children's education. \\ And

communities: we've made great leaps in getting communities more

engaged in local-level action -- but we need more. We need all
of you to play your own vital role in this exciting -- and
critical -- national endeavor.

And we need to commit ourselves fully now. Right now.

America can't afford to wait -- or waste == a generation. To all

of you, as we look ahead to our goals and to the year 2000, let's
answer the call: "Let tomorrow begin today." \\

Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.

%* * * * *
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South Lawn September 17, 1990

Thank yéu, SecretaryICavazos. And thank you especially for
your leadership in keeping education at the very top of our
national agenda. \\ And to all of you, our special guests:
welcome to the White House.

I'm honored to welcome here today representatives of the 221
elementary schools chosen this year ‘as winners in our School
Recognition frogram. Each of your schools is as diverse as this
great country. They are are public and private and range in size
from 170 to over 1400 pupils; they serve children from scarcely
populated rural areas to some of our some most major cities.

But what you all have in common are your success and achievement

== ideals to which the other schools across the breadth of this

nation can look for inspiration. ///
vh%
This year's winners were judged on %R
+MuaIvad€ _
enw*;eameat%’their students' achievements and attitude; and their

teachers' and administrators' viS+émery” leadership. But perhaps {och)

the most important criteria was a sense of shared purpose among
faculty, students, parents, and community.

These schools_share a vision of hope =-- that they can foster
the full potential and development of each child and, by doing
that, help make this a better nation and a better world. W\

However, those higher goals may have been lost on some of
the youngest winners. I understand that when one lst grader from

Colwyn Elementary School told her parents about her principal
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being honored, she exclaimed: "Sister Mary won the Academy

Award."///

We're here today not only to salute these individual

schools, but also to re-state our commitment as a nation to

education. v [~ eople
continue to grow in knowledge and wisdom -- facing each new
ho wit increased understandi [~ he comple n

competitive world in which we live. And we must realize that

education is the key to our future; to our identity as a nation;

and to our very soul as a people. \\\
I came to this job believing that America can and must have

a restructured and revitalized education system to enable us to
compete successfully in the world -- and to empower each citizen

achie is or her fullest poten . After all, education in

America will always be about opening doors of opportunity.

_——~—-<]9xis our most enduring legacy, vital to every-

thing we are and can become. Come the next century -- what will
we be? The children of the enlightenment, or its orphans? \\
We're celebrating an important anniversary here. One year

ago week, we held the President's Education Summit with

ahmd Governors. This historic event grew out of our pledge to lead a
W s

&“yﬂﬂﬁatlonal effort toward a renaissance of excellence in America's

uﬂ;ka1x\schools. As a result of this unprecedented meeting, involving
e

(2"

all Governors and my entire Cabinet, we emerged with a sense of
direction for individual and collective efforts to improve the

quality of education for all. For the st time c ow



3
have a clear sense of direction toward common goals.

With the invaluable cooperation of teachers, parents,
community leaders and a variety of educators; and with the
Governors' endorsement, at the beginning of this year, I
announced our six education goals to be met by the year 2000:

absolutely essential goals that recognize education as a lifelong

enterprise. Mmmaw iy
L// familiar that they seem w?veg into the g!!!ggi of our lives.\\ (hﬂ%)

Py the Yeor Zoo
&) First:aAll children in America must start school ready to
L006’9 learn. Second: The high school graduation rate must increase

b{WWL'bj o at least 90 percent. Goal Number Three: American students

uﬂﬁ ﬂp us ompetent in critia

$pﬂuw measured in grades four, eight and twelve.

Fourth: Our students must be first the wo s

and math. Fifth: Every adult American must be able to . b//
‘ ww&v e
i : Eve one e d (poed.)

I am pleased today to be able to unveil a terrific poster

l// stressing these important gqals that has been produced by
So¢r’
,&) National Geographic Mtga!tné’énd will be sent to every school in

(pot
the nation for display. National Geographic, with a long history

of efforts to increase the dissemination of knowlege, has joined
the fight to ensure a first-class education for every American
child, and we are grateful.
| You know, in this past year since our uapnciedeaeed*summit, ?;;A)
as we've turned our attention to the formidable task of ensuring

that these goals are attained, we've seen an extraordinary
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response, as reform took off across our nation.

t's teamwork that's engenderin his inspiri succéss

==_an extraordinarjly constructive partnership between the
JRimiteries ‘
ev e gov of ou tates) Show ou Cﬂf)

administration-wide commitment to educational exgelience. wve have
so_be Xcitin . rograms involving eve abinet department.
Today, T issue a challenge to every American. Step forward
in your own way to respond to one of the most crucial issues we

face. Students: set your sighfs and your personal goals high so
your future can match your finest dreanms. \\ Educators: you'ré
engaged in.noble, terribly important work -- we congratulate you
and look forward to your continuing dedication to American
educational excellence \\ Parents: we urge you to become more
interested and involved in your children's education. \\ And
communjties: we've made great leaps in getting communities more
engaged in local-level action -- but we need more. We need all
of you to play your own vifal role in this exciting -- and
critical -- national endeavor.

And we need to commit ourselves fully now. Right now.
America can't afford to wait -~ or waste -- a generation. To all
o u look ahead to our goals and to the year 2000, let's

answer the call: '"rLet tomorrow begin today." \\

Congratulations to all of you -- and God bless America.

P o Yean v otve gent Mpexerdetore_,



SCHOOL RECOGNITION CEREMONY \ SOUTH LAWN
SEPTEMBER 17, 1990 \ 3:30 P. M.

THANK You, SECRETARY CAVAZOS. AND THANK YOU

ESPECIALLY FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP IN KEEPING EDUCATION AT

THE VERY TOP OF OUR NATIONAL AGENDA. \\ A SPECIAL
WELCOME TO SOME OF OUR GOVERNORS WHO WERE INVOLVED WITH
LAST YEAR'S EDUCATION SUMMIT AND WHO ARE WITH US TODAY:
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CarroLL CAMPBELL OF SOUTH CAROLINA; RoOBERT CASEY OF
PENNSYLVANIA; Rubpy PeErPICH (PURR-PITCH) oF MINNESOTA;
AND DON SCHAEFER OF MARYLAND. \\ ALSO WITH US TODAY IS
GrL GrROSVENOR (GROVE-NUR), PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY. \\ AND TO ALL OF YOU ACROSS THE
SouTH LAWN, OUR SPECIAL GUESTS: WELCOME TO THE WHITE
House. \\\

I'M HONORED TO WELCOME HERE TODAY REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE 221 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS CHOSEN THIS YEAR AS
WINNERS IN OUR SCHOOL RECOGNITION PROGRAM.
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EACH OF YOUR SCHOOLS IS AS DIVERSE AS THIS GREAT
COUNTRY. THEY ARE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AND RANGE IN SIZE

FROM 170 T0 ovER 1400 PUPILS; THEY SERVE CHILDREN FROM
SCARCELY POPULATED RURAL AREAS TO SOME OF OUR LARGEST

CITIES. BuT YOUu ALL HAVE SOMETHING IMPORTANT IN COMMON

—= YOUR SUCCESS AND ACHIEVEMENT -- IDEALS TO WHICH THE

OTHER SCHOOLS ACROSS THE BREADTH OF THIS NATION CAN
LOOK FOR INSPIRATION.
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THIS YEAR'S WINNERS WERE JUDGED ON THE QUALITY OF
THE EDUCATION THEY PROVIDE; THEIR STUDENTS'
ACHIEVEMENTS AND ATTITUDE; AND THEIR TEACHERS' AND
ADMINISTRATORS' LEADERSHIP. BUT PERHAPS THE MOST

IMPORTANT CRITERIA WAS A SENSE OF SHARED PURPOSE AMONG
FACULTY, STUDENTS, PAREN AND ITY.

THESE SCHOOLS SHARE A VISION OF HOPE =-- THAT THEY
CAN FOSTER THE FULL POTENTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT OF EACH
CHILD AND, BY DOING THAT, HELP MAKE THIS A BETTER
NATION AND A BETTER WORLD. \\\
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HOWEVER, THOSE HIGHER GOALS MAY HAVE BEEN LOST ON

SOME OF THE YOUNGEST WINNERS. I UNDERSTAND THAT WHEN

ONE FIRST GRADER FROM COLWYN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TOLD HER

PARENTS ABOUT HER PRINCIPAL BEING HONORED, SHE

EXCLAIMED: "SISTER MARY WON THE ACADEMY AWARD." \\\
WE'RE HERE TODAY NOT ONLY TO SALUTE THESE

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS, BUT ALSO TO RE-STATE OUR COMMITMENT
AS A NATION TO EDUCATION.
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FOR OUR DEMOCRACY CAN REMAIN VITAL ONLY IF OUR PEOPLE

CONTINUE TO GROW IN KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM -- FACING EACH

NEW CHOICE WITH AN INCREASED UNDERSTANDING OF THE

COMPLEX AND COMPETITIVE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE. AND WE

MUST REALIZE THAT EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO OUR FUTURE;
TO OUR IDENTITY AS A NATION; AND TO OUR VERY SOUL AS A
PEOPLE. \\\
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I CAME TO THIS JOB BELIEVING THAT AMERICA CAN AND
MUST HAVE A RESTRUCTURED AND REVITALIZED EDUCATION
SYSTEM TO ENABLE US TO COMPETE SUCCESSFULLY IN THE
WORLD -- AND TO EMPOWER EACH CITIZEN TO ACHIEVE HIS OR
HER FULLEST POTENTIAL. AFTER ALL, EDUCATION IS OUR
MOST ENDURING LEGACY, VITAL TO EVERYTHING WE ARE AND
CAN BECOME.

WE'RE CELEBRATING AN IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARY HERE.
ONE YEAR AGO THIS MONTH, WE HELD THE PRESIDENT'S
EDUCATION SUMMIT WITH THE GOVERNORS.
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IN FACT, MY FIRST STOP AFTER THE SUMMIT WAS RIGHT HERE
WHERE I SPOKE TO LAST YEAR'S WINNERS OF THESE
PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS. THE SUMMIT ITSELF GREW OUT OF OUR
PLEDGE TO LEAD A NATIONAL EFFORT TOWARD A RENAISSANCE
OF EXCELLENCE IN AMERICA'S SCHOOLS. AS A RESULT OF
THIS HISTORIC EVENT, INVOLVING THE NATION'S GOVERNORS
AND MY CABINET, WE EMERGED WITH A SENSE OF DIRECTION
FOR INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE
QUALITY OF EDUCATION FOR ALL.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, AMERICANS NOW HAVE A CLEAR SENSE OF

DIRECTION TOWARD NATIONAL EDUCATION. \\
WITH THE INVALUABLE COOPERATION OF TEACHERS,

PARENTS, COMMUNITY LEADERS AND A VARIETY OF EDUCATORS;
AND WORKING WITH THE GOVERNORS, AT THE BEGINNING OF
THIS YEAR, I ANNOUNCED OUR SIX EDUCATION GOALS TO BE
MET BY THE YEAR 2000: ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL GOALS THAT
RECOGNIZE EDUCATION AS A LIFELONG ENTERPRISE.
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I REPEAT THEM NOW BECAUSE THEY MUST BECOME SO FAMILIAR

THAT THEY SEEM WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF OUR LIVES.\\

FirsT: By THE YEAR 2000, ALL CHILDREN IN AMERICA
MUST START SCHOOL READY TO LEARN. SECOND: THE HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE MUST INCREASE TO AT LEAST 90
PERCENT. THIRD: AMERICAN STUDENTS MUST BE COMPETENT IN
FIVE CRITICAL SUBJECTS WITH THEIR PROGRESS MEASURED IN
GRADES FOUR, EIGHT AND TWELVE.

FOurRTH: OUR STUDENTS MUST BE FIRST IN THE WORLD IN
SCIENCE AND MATH.
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FirrH: EVERY ADULT AMERICAN MUST BE ABLE TO READ. AND
FINALLY: EVERY ONE OF OUR SCHOOLS MUST BE SAFE,
DISCIPLINED, AND DRUG-FREE. \\\

I'M PLEASED TODAY TO BE ABLE TO UNVEIL A WONDERFUL
POSTER DISPLAYING THESE IMPORTANT GOALS THAT HAS BEEN
PRODUCED BY THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY AND THAT
WILL BE SENT TO EVERY SCHOOL IN THE NATION. NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC HAS JOINED THE FIGHT TO ENSURE A FIRST-CLASS
EDUCATION FOR EVERY AMERICAN CHILD, AND WE ARE GRATEFUL
== THANKS, Gzr. \\\
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You KnNOW, IN THIS PAST YEAR SINCE OUR SUMMIT, AS
WE'VE TURNED OUR ATTENTION TC THE FORMIDABLE TASK OF
ENSURING THAT THESE GOALS ARE ATTAINED, WE'VE SEEN AN
EXTRAORDINARY RESPONSE, AS REFORM TOOK OFF ACROSS OUR
NATION. AND ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT REFORMS  SWEEPING
OUR GREAT COUNTRY IS EDUCATIONAL CHOICE: EMPOWERING
PARENTS TO GET INVOLVED IN THEIR CHILDREN'S EDUCATION.
ToDAY, WITH US IS PoLLvy WILLIAMS, A COURAGEOUS LEADER
WHC BROUGHT CHOICE TO MILwAUKEE, WISCONSIN'S SCHOOLS.
\\
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AND IT’S TEAMWORK THAT’S ENGENDERING THIS INSPIRING
SUCCESS ~-~ AN EXTRAORDINARILY CONSTRUCTIVE PARTNERSHIP
BETWEEN THE FEDERAL LEVEL AND THE_GOVERNORS OF OUR
STATES AND TERRITORIES., SHOWING OUR
ADMINISTRATION-WIDE COMMITMENT TO EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE, WE HAVE ALSO BEGUN EXCITING PROGRAMS
INVOLVING EVERY CABINET DEPARTMENT.

TobAay, I ISSUE A CHALLENGE TO EVERY AMERICAN TO
JOIN US, STEP FORWARD IN YOUR OWN WAY TO RESPOND TO
ONE_OF THE MOST CRUCIAL ISSUES WE FACE.
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STUDENTS: SET YOUR SIGHTS AND YOUR PERSONAL GOALS HIGH

SO YOUR FUTURE CAN MATCH YOUR FINEST DREAMS. \\
EDUCATORS: YOU'RE ENGAGED IN NOBLE, TERRIBLY IMPORTANT

WORK == WE CONGRATULATE YOU AND LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR
CONTINUING DEDICATION TO AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE \\ PARENTS: WE URGE YOU TO BECOME MORE
INVOLVED IN YOUR CHILDREN'S EDUCATION. \\
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AND COMMUNITIES: WE'VE MADE GREAT LEAPS IN GETTING

COMMUNITIES MORE ENGAGED IN LOCAL-LEVEL ACTION -- BUT
WE NEED MORE.

ALL OF US MUST COMMIT OURSELVES FULLY NOW. RIGHT
NOW. AMERICA CAN'T AFFORD TO WAIT -- OR WASTE -- A

GENERATION. TO ALL OF YOU, AS WE LOOK AHEAD TO OUR

GOALS AND TO THE YEAR 2000, LET'S ANSWER THE CALL:
"LET TOMORROW BEGIN TODAY." \\




- 16 -
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU -- AND GOD BLESS
AMERICA.



