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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 28, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Room 450
0ld Executive Office Building

3:19 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just start off by thanking all of
the members of Congress who were able to get back here to discuss
this situation of deep concern to every American. What we will do
is, I'll1 make a few remarks here and then we'll go into executive
session, and I will be glad to respond to your questions as best I
can and -- backed up ably by the team that's here with me.

But meeting the challenge in the Persian Gulf is not
something that I or this administration can do by ourselves. We can
only succeed if all of us -- Executive and Legislative, Republican
and Democrats -- work together. And that was one of the reasons I
wanted you to come here today. Let no one at. home doubt that -- my
commitment to work with the Congress, and let no one abroad doubt our
national unity or our staying power.

Let me begin by providing some background to the
unfolding drama in the Gulf. And then later, I want to hear from you
and, as I say, respond to questions.

First, the background. When this administration began,
we sought to strengthen the cease~fire between Iran and Iraq and to
improve relations with Irag. We held no illusions about that. We
hoped, along with many in the Congress, that Iraqi behavior might be
moderated. But even before the current crisis, though, Iraq was
moving at odds to our interests and to the interests of many around
the world. So we suspended the provisions of the CCC agricultural
credits, stopped the export of furnaces that had the potential to
contribute to Irag's nuclear capabilities.

You all know the events of the last several weeks. Iraq
threatened Kuwait, lied about its intentions, and finally invaded.
In three days, Iraq had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in Kuwait,
moving south toward the Saudi border. And it was this clear and
rapidly escalating threat that led King Fahd of Saudi Arabia to ask
for our assistance. We knew that an Iragqg that had the most powerful
‘military machine in the Gulf and controlled 20 percent of the world's
proven reserves of oil would pose a threat to the Persian Gulf, to
the Middle East and to the entire world.

We responded to this quickly, without hesitation. Our
objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate, complete and
unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqgi forces from Kuwait; the
restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government; security and stability
of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and the protection of American
citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the assault, the United States moved to
freeze Iraqg's assets in this country and to protect those of Kuwait.
I asked Dick Cheney, Secretary Cheney, to go to Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and Morocco to arrange for military cooperation between us in key
Arab states. And I asked Jim Baker, Secretary Baker, to go to Turkey
and to Brussels to rally the support of our NATO allies. Both of
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these missions were extraordinarily successful. The world response
to Irag was a near unanimous chorus of condemnation.

With great speed, the United Nations Security Council
passed five resolutions. These resolutions condemned Iraq's invasion
of Kuwait, demanded Iraq's immediate and unconditional withdrawal,
and rejected Iraqg's annexation of Kuwait. The U.N. has also mandated
sanctions against Iraq, those Chapter 7 sanctions, and endorsed all
measures that may be necessary to enforce these sanctions. And the
United Nations has demanded that Irag release all foreign nationals
being held against their will without delay.

The United Nations sanctions are in effect and have been
working remarkably well, even on a voluntary basis. Iragi oil no
longer flows through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia.
And again, I want to thank both the Saudis and the Turks for their
lead role in all of this. And today, reports indicate that traffic
through Agaba has come virtually to a halt.

U.S. military forces stand shoulder to shoulder with
forces of many Arab and European states to deter and, if need be,
defend Saudi Arabia against attack. And U.S. naval forces sail with
. the navies of many other states to make the sanctions as water-tight
as possible. This is not, as Saddam Hussein claims, the United
States against Iraq. It is truly Iraq against the majority in the
Arab world, Iraq against the rest of the world.

And so the basic elements of our strategy are now in
blace. And where do we want to go? Well, our intention and, indeed,
the intention of almost every country in the world is to persuade
Irag to withdraw; that it cannot benefit from this illegal '
occupation; that it will pay a stiff price by trying to hold on and
even stiffer price by widening the conflict. And, of course, we seek
to achieve these goals without further violence.

The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General and
-cther isi
on the basis of Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply concerned about the American and
other foreign nationals held hostage by Iragq. As I've said before,
when it comes to the safety and well-being of American citizens held
against their will, I will hold Baghdad responsible.

- That's the general comments I wanted to make for public
consumption. And then I'd now like to suggest that we all remain, if
we could, and excuse our friends from the press and go into executive
session here so I can just make one or two more comments and then
respond to the questions that may come to me or any of the others
here. But thank you all very much for attending.

END ~3:27 P.M. EDT

lsaders working to promote a peaceful rescluticn of this-crisis—- -
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS / Room 450
3 p.M. / Tuesbay, AuG. 28

I THANK YOU FOR RETURNING TO WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS
A SITUATION OF DEEP CONCERN TO EVERY AMERICAN. MEETING
THE CHALLENGE WE FACE IN THE PERSIAN GULF IS NOT
SOMETHING I OR THIS ADMINISTRATION CAN DO ALONE. WE
CAN ONLY SUCCEED IF ALL OF US, EXECUTIVE AND
LEGISLATIVE, REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRAT, WORK TOGETHER.
THAT IS wHY I ASKED YOU TO THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY.
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LET NO ONE AT HOME DOUBT MY COMMITMENT TO WORK WITH
CONGRESS. AND LET NO ONE ABROAD DOUBT OUR NATIONAL
UNITY OR STAYING POWER.\\\

LET ME BEGIN BY PROVIDING SOME BACKGROUND TO THE
UNFOLDING DRAMA IN THE PERSIAN GULF. THEN, LATER, I
WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU, AND ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS --
ALONG WITH OUR TEAM OF ADMINISTRATION EXPERTS.

BUT FIRST, THE BACKGRbUND.
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WHEN THIS ADMINISTRATION BEGAN, WE SOUGHT TO
STRENGTHEN THE CEASE-FIRE BETWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ, AND TO
IMPROVE OUR RELATIONS WITH IRAQ. WHILE WE HELD NO
ILLUSIONS, WE HOPED -- ALONG WITH MANY IN CONGRESS --
THAT IRAQI BEHAVIOR COULD BE MODERATED. BUT EVEN
BEFORE THE CURRENT CRISIS, THOUGH, IRAQ WAS MOVING AT
ODDS TO OUR INTERESTS. |
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SO WE SUSPENDED THE PROVISIONS OF CCC AGRICULTURAL
CREDITS AND STOPPED THE EXPORT OF FURNACES THAT HAD THE
POTENTIAL TO CONTRIBUTE TO IRAQ'S NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES.

You ALL KNOW THE EVENTS OF THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS.

IRAQ THREATENED KUWAIT, LIED ABOUT ITS INTENTIONS, AND
FINALLY INVADED. IN THREE DAYS, IrRAaa HaD 120,000
TROOPS AND 850 TANKS IN KUWAIT, MOVING SOUTH TOWARD THE
SAUDI BORDER. AND IT WAS THIS CLEAR AND RAPIDLY
ESCALATING THREAT THAT LED KING FAHD TO ASK FOR OUR
HELP.
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WE KNEW THAT AN IRAQ THAT HAD THE MOST POWERFUL
MILITARY MACHINE IN THE GULF, AND CONTROLLED 20 PERCENT
OF THE WORLD'S PROVEN RESERVES OF OIL, WOULD POSE A
THREAT TO THE PERSIAN GULF, THE MIDDLE EAST, AND TO THE

WORLD. WE RESPONDED TO THIS THREAT QUICKLY, WITHOUT
HESITATION.
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OUR OBJECTIVES WERE OBVIOUS FROM THE START: THE
IMMEDIATE, COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF ALL
IRAQI FORCES FROM KUWAIT; THE RESTORATION OF KUWAIT'S
LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT; SECURITY AND STABILITY OF SAUDI
ARABIA AND THE PERSIAN GULF; AND THE PROTECTION OF
AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD.

OUR ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE THESE OBJECTIVES HAVE BEEN

EQUALLY CLEAR.
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WITHIN HOURS OF THE ASSAULT, THE UNITED STATES MOVED TO
FREEZE IRAQ'S ASSETS IN THIS COUNTRY AND TO PROTECT
THOSE OF KUuwAIT. I SENT Dick CHENEY TO SAUDI ARABIA,
EGYPT AND MOROCCO TO ARRANGE FOR MILITARY COOPERATION
BETWEEN US AND KEY ARAB STATES. AND I SENT JIM BAKER
TO TURKEY, AND TO BRUSSELS, TO RALLY THE SUPPORT OF OUR
NATO ALLIES.

THE WORLD RESPONSE TO IRAQ WAS A CHORUS OF
CONDEMNATION. WITH GREAT SPEED, THE U.N. SECURITY
COUNCIL PASSED FIVE RESOLUTIONS.
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THESE RESOLUTIONS CONDEMNED IRAQ'S INVASION OF KuwArT,
DEMANDED IRAQ’S IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL,
AND REJECTED IRAQ’S ANNEXATION OF KuwAaiTr. THE U.N. HAs
ALSO MANDATED SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ AND ENDORSED ALL
MEASURES THAT MAY BE NECESSARY TO ENFORCE THESE
SANCTIONS. AND THE U.N. HAS DEMANDED THAT IRAQ RELEASE
ALL FOREIGN NATIONALS BEING HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL
WITHOUT DELAY.
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THE U.N. SANCTIONS ARE IN EFFECT AND HAVE BEEN
WORKING REMARKABLY WELL, EVEN ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS.
IRAQI OIL NO LONGER FLOWS THROUGH PIPELINES TO PORTS IN
TURKEY AND SAUDI ARABIA -- AND TODAY REPORTS INDICATE
THAT TRAFFIC THROUGH AQABA HAS COME VIRTUALLY TO A
HALT. U.S. MILITARY FORCES STAND SHOULDER-TO-SHOULDER
WITH FORCES OF MANY ARAB AND EUROPEAN STATES TO DETER,
AND IF NEED BE, DEFEND, SAUDI ARABIA AGAINST ATTACK.
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AND U.S. NAVAL FORCES SAIL WITH THE NAVIES OF MANY
OTHER STATES TO MAKE THE SANCTIONS AS WATERTIGHT AS
POSSIBLE. THIS IS NOT, AS SADDAM HUSSEIN CLAIMS, THE

U.S. AGAINST IrRAQ. IT IS TRULY IRAQ AGAINST THE
WORLD. \\\

SO THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF OUR STRATEGY ARE NOW IN
PLACE.
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WHERE DO WE WANT TO GO? OUR INTENTION, AND INDEED THE
INTENTION OF ALMOST EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, IS TO
PERSUADE IRAQ TO WITHDRAW, THAT IT CANNOT BENEFIT FROM
THIS OCCUPATION, THAT IT WILL PAY A STIFF PRICE BY
TRYING TO HOLD ON -- AND AN EVEN STIFFER PRICE BY
WIDENING THE CONFLICT.

OF COURSE, WE SEEK TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS WITHOUT
FURTHER VIOLENCE.
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THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS THE U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL
AND OTHER LEADERS WORKING TO PROMOTE A PEACEFUL
RESOLUTION OF THIS CRISIS ON THE BASIS OF U.N. SECURITY
CounciL ResoLuTION 660.
I ALSO REMAIN DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE AMERICAN

AND OTHER FOREIGN NATIONALS HELD HOSTAGE BY IrRAQ. As I
HAVE SAYTD BEFORE, WHEN IT COMES _TO THE SAFETY AND WELL-

BEING OF AMERICAN CITIZENS HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL -- I
WILL HOLD BAGHDAD RESPONSIBLE.
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((THAT IS AS GOOD A NOTE AS ANY TO CONCLUDE MY
REMARKS -- A NOTE OF RESOLVE. AND Now, IF I mAYy, I
WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS MEETING INTO EXECUTIVE
SESSION.)) \\\

[LLPRESS DEPARTSI1]

WE HAVE MANY OTHER CONCERNS, INCLUDING THE RISE IN
THE PRICE OF OIL. HERE, THOUGH, THERE IS GOOD NEWS TO
REPORT. ALREADY MORE THAN HALF OF THE LOST IRAQI AND
KUWAITI OUTPUT HAS BEEN MADE UP BY SAUDI ARABIA AND
OTHER PRODUCERS.
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EXPANDED PRODUCTION BY THOSE WHO CAN, CONSERVATION
WHERE POSSIBLE, AND USE OF THE STRATEGIC PETROLEUM
RESERVE, IF NECESSARY, SHOULD BRING DOWN THE PRICE OF
OIL. |

THERE ARE REAL ECONOMIC COSTS INVOLVED HERE, NOT

SIMPLY FOR THE UNITED STATES, BUT FOR ALL THOSE COMING
TO SAUDI ARABIA'S AID, COMPLYING WITH SANCTIONS OR
DEPENDENT UPON ENERGY FROM THE GULF.
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I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE WE ARE IN THE FINAL STAGES OF
PUTTING TOGETHER AN INITIATIVE THAT WILL DIRECTLY
ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF COST. I SHOULD BE ABLE TO SAY

MORE ON THIS SOON.
BUT THE COSTS WE ARE BEING ASKED TO BEAR ARE MODEST

COMPARED TO WHAT IS AT STAKE.
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WHAT IS AT STAKE IS THE SWALLOWING WHOLE OF A NATION,
THE PRINCIPLE OF STANDING BY OUR FRIENDS, AND THE
POTENTIAL DOMINATION OF THE MAJORITY OF THE WORLD'S
ENERGY RESERVES BY A BRUTAL AND AGGRESSIVE REGIME. By
ANY MEASURE, OUR INTERESTS IN THE PERSIAN GULF ARE
VITAL.

AND THERE IS SOMETHING ELSE AT STAKE -- THE SHAPE
OF THE FUTURE.
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THIS CRISIS MAY PROVE TO BE ONE OF THOSE EVENTS THAT
DEFINE THE WORLD ORDER FOR DECADES TO COME. THAT IS
WHY WE HAVE STRIVED TO BUILD A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION
THAT IS WITHOUT PRECEDENT. THE SoVIETs, THE CHINESE,
AS WELL AS OUR TRADITIONAL ALLIES, AND OUR FRIENDS IN
THE ARAB WORLD -- ALL HAVE JOINED TOGETHER IN AN
HISTORIC RESISTANCE AGAINST AN AGGRESSOR.

LAST, I WANT TO THANK THOSE WHO HELPED PUT THIS
POLICY INTO ACTION.
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WITH US TODAY ARE MEMBERS OF AN OUTSTANDING TEAM --
BrLL WeBSTER, JIM BAKER, Dick CHENEY AND CoLIN POWELL.
THE MASSIVE MILITARY BUILDUP NOW TAKING PLACE IN
THE GULF IS PROCEEDING WITH UNPRECEDENTED SPEED AND
WITH SMOOTH PRECISION. IT IS A TRIBUTE TO THE
OUTSTANDING SKILLS, TRAINING AND DEDICATION OF THE MEN
AND WOMEN OF THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, AND THE THOUSANDS
NOW SERVING IN SAUDI ARABIA.
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THEY ARE THE TRUE HEROES OF OUR TIME. May GoD BLESS
THEM ALL.

AND NOW, I WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO HEAR FROM YOU.
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Let me begin by saying how glad I am that so many of you

+4o \/\)&‘:‘V;"‘- LA
could come back Sfem—yeaf—laeatfons to be here today to let

us bring you up to date on the situation in the Gulf.

If you will permit me, I would 1ike to begin by providing

My

some background to the recent dramatic events.

—colleagues—and [ will then look forward to hearing from you

and answering whatever questions you might have.

When this Administration took office, we sought to

strengthen the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq and to
improve our relations with Iraqg. e -were=hRot—natve. We
understood full well Irag’s past use of chemical weapons,

Ly

trerrorism and aggression to advance its goals. Our

objective, one shared by many in the Congress, was to
moderate Iragi behavior using limited economic incentives.
Even before the current crisis)though)it was becoming clear
Intveats 7
rhat Iraq’s sbjectives were increasingly diverging from our
own. It was primarily for this reason that we suspended the
provisions of CCC agricultural credits and stopped the
export of furnaces that conceivably had the potential to

contribute to Iraq’s nuclear capabilities.
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It was against this backdrop that Iraq first threatened,
then lied, and finally invaded Kuwait. In three days, Irag
had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in Kuwait, moving south
roward the Saudi border. It was this clear and rapidly

increasing threat that led King Fahd to ask for our help.

We responded quickly and without hesitation. We knew that
an Iraq that had the most powerful'military machine in the
Gulf, and controlled 20 peréent of the world’s proven
reserves of o0il would have the means to pose a threat to the
Eersian Gulf, the Middle East, and the world economy. This

was clearly unacceptable.

Our objectives were thus clear from the outset: the
immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of all
Iraqi forces from Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait’s
legitimate government; security and stability of Saudi
Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and the protection of American

citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have Dbeen equally
clear. Within hours of the Iragi assault on Kuwait, the
United States moved to freeze Iragq’s assets in this country
and to protect those of Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi

Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to arrange for military

-CONETDENTLAL.
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cooperation between us and key Arab states. And I asked Jim
Baker to travel to Turkey and to NATO to maximize the

support of our allies.

The world’s response could hardly have been better. With
great speed, the UN Security Council passed five
resolutions. These resolutionn condemn Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait, demand Irag’s immediate and unconditional
withdrawal, and reject Iraq’s annexation of Kuwait. The UN
has also mandated sanctions against Iraq and endorsed all
measures that may be necessary to enforce these sanctions.
And the UN has demanded that Iraq release all foreign

nationals being held against their will without delay.

The sanctions are in effect and have been working remarkably
well even on a voluntary basis. Iragi oil no longer flows
through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia. U.S.
military forces stand shoulder-to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia
with forces of many Arab and European states. Their mission
is to deter and if need be defend Saudi Arabia against
attack. And U. S. naval forces sail with the navies of many
other states £o make the sanctions as watertight as

possible. It is truly Irag against the world.
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I want to state for the record just how pleased I am with
how things are going. The basic elements of our strategy

are now in place.

our intention is to persuade Iraq to withdraw, to convince
Iraq that it will not penefit from he occupation of Kuwait,
and that it will pay a big price by trying to hold on and an |

even bigger price by widening the conflict.

We seek to achieve these goals without further violence.
The United States supports the efforts of the UN Secretary
General and other leaders to promote a peaceful resolution

of the current crisis on the basis of UN Security Council

Resolution 660.

I remain deeply concerned about the American and other
foreign nationals held hostage by Iraq. As I have said, I
will hold the government of Iraq responsible-for the safety

and well-being of all American citizens held against their

will.

I am also concerned about the rise in the price of oil.
Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more
than half of the lost Iragi and Kuwaiti output has been made

up by Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production

—CONPIDENTIAL
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by those who can, conservation where possible, responsible

behavior by oil companies, and use of the strategic

petroleum reserve, if necessary, should bring down the price

of oil.

There are also real economic costs involved here, not simply
for the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi
Arabia’s aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon
energy from the Gulf. We are in the final stages of putting
together an initiative that will directly address this
aspect of the problem. I should be able to say more on this

shortly.

In the final anal?sis, the costs we are being asked to bear
are modest compared to what 1s at stake. What is at stake
is not simply the swallowing up of Kuwait and the principle
of.standing by our friends and standing up to aggression,
put the domination of the majority of the world’s energy

reserve. By any measure, our interests are vital.

_Also at stake is the shape of the world to come. It may be

that we are beginning with this action to put into place a

new world order. We are seeing international cooperation

‘that is truly historic. The Soviets, the Chinese, our

-CONPIDENTLLL-
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traditional allies, our friends in the Arab world -- the

cooperation is unprecedented.

-- In short, the post-post war world is off to a good start.
I am determined to see this through. Aggression must be
stopped here before a precedent is set that we will all live

to regret.

- Let me say as well that this is not something I or the
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of
us, Executive and Congress, Republican and Democrat, work
together. No one can come to doubt our unity or staying
power. I for one pledge to work with the Congress to ensure

this 1s the case.

-- Last, I want tc thank those who have made this policy
possible. You will have the chance to hear from several of
them now. Bill Webster, who heads an intelligence community
that is giving policy-makers what they need; Jim Baker,
whose diplomatic efforts with the Soviets and the allies
have paid real dividends; Dick Cheney, whose two trips to
the Gulf and the Middle East helped forge the multinational
effort we now see; and Colin Powell, who is simply doing his

customary excellent job.
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The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth .
precision. It is a tribute to the outstanding skills.
training and dedication of the men and women of ﬁhe Defense
Department. And in thanking Colin, I extend my thanks and
appreciation to the thousands of men and women now serving
in and near Saudi Arabia. They are the true heroes of this

effort, and I salute them.
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h PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE WHITE HOUSE
. 2:40 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 28, Room 450

| Let me begin by thanking you for returning to Washington,
\\ and giving me this chance to bring you up to date on a situation
\that I know is of deep concern to you and our constituents.

Let me begin by providing some background to the unfolding
drama in the Persian Gulf. Then, later, I would like to hear
from you, answer any questions you might have. As you can see, I
have also brought the experts to help answer any questions you
have.

But first, the background.

When this Administration began, we sought to strengthen the
cease-fire between Iran and iraq, and to improve our relations
with Iraq. While we.héld no illusions, we hoped -- along with
many in Congress, that Iragi behavior could be moderated. But
even before the current crisis, though, Iraq was moving at odds
to our interests. So we suspended the provisions of ccc
agricultural creaits and stopped the export of furnaces that had
the potential to contribute to Iraq's nuclear capabilities.

SweraA

You all know the events of the last fwe weeks. It was

against this backdrop that Ira?lsgfeatened Kuwait, 1ied about its
Aﬁézgg\was this clear and

rapidly escalating threat that lled King Fahd to ask for our help.

intentions, and finally invaded.

Ln—ktALL—Adh1f, -

boa k. (Lo bvo +Vva4fA~&.‘?§b Fatio A



&

A

We knew that an Iraqg that had the most powerful military
machine in the Gulf, and controlled 20 percent of the world's
proven reserves of oil, would pose a threat to the Persiah Gulf,
the Middle East, and the world economy. We responded to this
threat quickly, without hesitation.

Our objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate,
complete and unconditional withdra&tof all Iraqgi forces from
Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government;
security and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and
the protection of American citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the Iraqgi assault on Kuwait, the United
States moved to freeze Iraq's assets in this country and to
protect those of Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Morocco to arrange for military cooperation between us
and key Arab states. And I asked Jim Baker to travel to Turkey

K

The world response was a chorus of condemnation.¢ The

and to NATO to rally the support of our allies.

sanctions are in effect and have been working remarkably well,
even on a voluntary basis. Iraqi oil no longer flows through
o ' u.,mj: FLM“—*"’MH"T‘*LW/\W
pipelines to ports in Turkey and' Saudi Arabla& U.S. military
forces stand shoulder-to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia with forces of oA
v
many Arab and European states to deter, and if need be, defend 1% 4)
‘.
Saudi Arabia against attack. And U.S. naval forces sail with the | U

navies of many other states to make the sanctions as watértight

as possible. f\It is truly Iraq against the world. \\\
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So the basic elements of our strategy are now in place.

Where do we Wﬂit‘_o go? o “t:v?' i ’ 1 :—K

our intentioins to persuade Iraq to withdraw, that it A,»LL

g

cannot benefit ffgﬁ this occupation, that it will pay a big price
by trying to hold on -- and an even stiffer price by widening the
conflict.

Of course, we seek to achieve these goals without further
violence. The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General
and other leaders to promote a peaceful resolution of this crisis
on the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply concerned about the American and other

e \__‘
foreign hationals held hostage by Iragq. As I have said before,

~——

when it comes to the safety and well being of American citizens
’ )
held against their will -- I will hold Baghdad responsible.

T

A very different concern is the rise in the price of oil.

Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more than

—

half of the lost Iragi and Kuwait output has been made » by
Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production by those
who can, conservation where possible, responsible behavior by oil
companies, and use of the strategic petroleum reserve, if
necessary, should bring down the price of oil. |

There are also real economic costs involved here, not simply
for the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi Arabia's
aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon energy from the
Gulf. We are in the final stages of putting together an

initiative that will directly address this aspect of the problemn.

I should be able to say more on this shortly.
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But the costs we are being asked to bear are modest compared
to what is at stake. What is at stake is not simply the
swallowing up of Kuwait, or the principle of standing by our
friends and standing up to aggression; but theYdomination of the .

. A bl ad aggpeitioe Mgome.
majority of the world's energy reserves?’by ] 1#ﬁzquﬁﬁ

By any measure, our interests in the Persian Gulf are vital. L‘ﬁfﬁfzahq
Also at stake is the shape of the world to come. This ﬁkmﬁth-
crisis may prove to be one of those events that define the world
order for 5 ati to come. That is why we have strived to
build a spirit of cooperation that is without precedent. The
Soviets, the Chinese, our traditional allies, our friends in the
Arab world -- all have joined together in an historic resistance
against an aggressor.
Let me say as well that this is not something I or the

Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of us,

Executive and Congress, Republican and Democrat, work together.

~—

. [ .
And let no one at home doubt my eagerness to work with Congress.

7

N
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And let no one abroad doubt our national unity or staying power

N

Last, I want to thank those who helped put this poTicy=iﬁE;
action. With us today are members of a team -- each has played
an integral role in our outstanding effort -- Bill Webster, - Jim
Baker, Dick Cheney and Colin Powell.

The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth precision.

It is a tribute to the outstanding skills, training and
dedication of the men and women of the Defense Department. And

in thanking Colin, I extend my thanks and appreciation to the
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thousands of men and women now serving in the near Saudi Arabia.

They are the true heroes of our time. May God bless them all.

# ##
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cooperation between us and key Arab states. And I asked Jim
Baker to travel to Turkey and to NATO to maximize the

support of our allies.

-- The world’s response could hardly have been better.

reat speed, the UN Security Council passed five
esolutions. These resolutiony condemn Irag’s invasion of
uwait, demand Iraq’s immediate and unconditional
ithdrawal, and reject Iraq’s annexation of Kuwait. The UN
s also mandated sanctions against Iraqg and endorsed all
easures that may be necessary to enforce these sanctlons.
d the UN has demanded that Irag release all foreign

ationals being held against their will without delay.

- The sanctions are in effect and have been working remarkably
well even on a voluntary basis. Iragi oil no longer flows
through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia. U.S.
military forces stand shoulder-to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia
with forces of many Arab and European states. Their mission
is to deter and if need be defend Saudi Arabia against
attack. And U. S. naval forces sail with the navies of many
other states to make the <sanctions as watertight as

possible. It is truly Iraq against the world.
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I thank you for returning to Washington to discuss a
situation of deep concern to every American. Meeting the
challenge we face in the Persian Gulf is not something I or this
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of us,

)eslbl Arhine
Executive and €ergress, Republican and Democrat, work together.
That is why I asked you to the White House today.

Let no one at home doubt[%y commitment to work with
Congress And let no one abroad doubt our national unity or
staying power.\\\

Let me begin by providing some background to the unfolding
drama in the Persian Gulf. Then, later, I want to hear from you,
and answer your questions -- along with our team of
Administration experts.

But first, the background.

When this Administration began, we sought to strengthen the
cease-fire between Iran and Iraq, and to improve our relations
with Irag. While we held no illusions, we hoped -- along with
many in Congress -- that Iraqi behavior could be moderated. But
i en before the current crisis, though, Iraq was moving-at odds

our interests. So we suspended the provisions of(fggg
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agricultural credits and stopped the export of furnaces that had
the potential to contribute to Iraq's nuclear capabilities.

You all know the events of the last several weeks. Irag
threatened Kuwait, lied about its intentions, and finally
invaded. 1In three days, Iraq had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in
Kuwait, moving south toward the Saudi border. And it was this
clear and rapidly escalating threat that led King Fahd to ask for
our help.

We knew that an Iraq that had the most powerful military
machine in the Gulf, and controlled 20 percent of the world's
proven reserves of o0il, would pose a threat to the Persian Gulf,
the Middle East, and to the world,‘sﬁg responded to this threat
quickly, without hesitation.

Our objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate,
complete and unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from
Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government;
security and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and
the protection of American citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the assault, the United States moved to
freeze Iraq's assets in this country and to protect those of
Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to
arrange for military cooperation between us and key Arab states.
And I sent Jim Baker to Turkey, and to Brussels, to rally the

support of our NATO allies.
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The world response to Iraqgq was a chorus of Eondemnation.
With great speed, the U.N. Security Council passed five
resolutions. These resolutions condemned Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait, demanded Iraq's immediate and unconditional withdrawal,
and rejected Iraq's annexation of Kuwait. The U.N. has also
mandated sanctions against Iraqg and endorsed all measures that
may be necessary to enforce these sanctions. And the U.N. has
demanded that Iraq release all foreign nationals being held
against their Will'without delay.

The U.N. sanctions are in effect and have been working
remarkably well, even on a voluntary basis. Iragi oil no longer
flows through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia --
and today reports indicate that traffic through Agaba has come
virtually to a halt. U.S. military forces stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with forces of many Arab and European states to deter,
and if need be, defend, Saudi Arabia against attack. And U.S.
naval forces sail with the navies of many other states to make
the sanctions as watertight as possible. This is not, as Saddanm
Hussein claims, the U.S. against Iraq. It is truly Iraq against |
the world.\\\

So the basic elements of our strategy are now in place.
Where do we want to go? Our intention, and indeed the intention
of almoét every country in the world, is to persuade Iraq to
withdraw, that it cannot benefit from this occupation, that it
will pay a stiff price by trying to hold on -- and an even

stiffer price by widening the conflict.
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Of course, we seek to achieve these goals without further
violence. The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General
and other leaders working to promote»a peaceful resolution of

this crisis on the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply concerned about the American and other
foreign nationals held hostage by Irag. As I have said before,
when it comes to the safety and well-being of American citizens
held against their will -- I will hold Baghdad responsible.

((And now, if I may, I would like to take this meeting into
executive session.))

A very different concern is the rise in the price of oil.
Here, thoggh, there is good news to report. Already more than
half of the lost Iragi and Kuwaiti output has been made up by
Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production by those
who can, conservation where possible, and use of the strategic
petroleum reserve, if necessary, should bring down the price of
0il. ((I—weuld-also-like to see more-—respensibie—behawior_fron
Lhe—eii—companiesTi-

There are real economic costs involved here, not simply for

the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi Arabia's
aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon energy from the
Gulf. TI am pleased to announce we are in the final stages of
putting together an initiative that will directly address the
issue of cost. I should be able to say more on this soon.

But the costs we are being asked to bear are modest compared

to what is at stake. What is at stake is the swallowing whole of
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a nation, the principle of standing by our friends, and the
potential domination of the majority of the world's energy
reserves by a brutal and aggressive regime. By any measure, our
interests in the Persian Gulf are vital.

And there is something else at stake -- the shape of the
future. This crisis may prove to be one of those events that
define the world order for decades to come. That is why we have
strived to build a spirit of cooperation that is without
precedent. The Soviets, the Chinese, as well as our traditional
allies, and our friends in the Arab world -- all have joined
together in an historic resistance against an aggressor.

Last, I want to thank those who helped put this policy into
action. With us today are members of an outstanding team -- Bill
Webster, Jiﬁ Baker, Dick Cheney and Colin Powell.

The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth precision.
It is a tribute to the outstanding skills, training'and
dedication of the men and women of the Defense Department, and
the thousands now serving in Saudi Arabia. They are the true
heroes of our time. May God bless them all.

And now, I would be delighted to hear from you.
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el our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the Iragi assault on Kuwait, the
United States moved to freeze Iraq’s assets in this country
and to protect those of Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi
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- The massive military puildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth
precision. 1t is a tribute to the outstanding skills.
training and dedication of the men and women of the Defense
Department. And in thanking Colin, I extend my thanks and
appreciation to the thousands of men and women now serving

OU
in and near Saudi Arabia. They are the true heroes of %’l

Five,  MNaw Gobd less twa \
srEe A?QI Lot SATRAALTN




Davis

Aug. 28, 1990
Title: Iraq /Qﬁo
Draft:.jgyr///

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE WHITE HOUSE
2:40 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 28, Room 450

I thank you for returning to Washington to discuss a
situation of deep concern to every American. Let me begin by
providing some background to the unfolding drama in the Persian
Gulf. Then, later, I want to hear from you, and answer your
questions -- along with our team of Administration experts.

But first, the background.

When this Administration began, we sought to strengthen the
cease-fire between Iran and Iraq, and to improve our relations
with Iragq. While we held no illusions, we hoped -- along with
many in Congress -- that Iraqi behavior could be moderated. But
even before the current crisis, though, Irag was moving at odds
to our interests. So we suspended the provisions of cccC
agricultural credits and stopped the export of furnaces that had
the potential to contribute to Iraq's nuclear casabilities.

You all know the events of the last @ weeks. Iraq
threatened Kuwait, lied about its intentions, and finally
invaded. And it was this clear and rapidly escalating threat
that led King Fahd to ask for our help. (}*aas'lnsm*+j>

We knew that an Iraq that had the most powerful military
machine in the Gulf, and controlled 20 percent of the world's

proven reserves of o0il, would pose a threat to the Persian Gulf,
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the Middle East, and to the world. We responded to this threat
quickly, without hesitation.

Oour objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate,
complete and unconditional withdraw of all Iraqi forces from
Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government;
security and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and
the protection of American citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the assault, the United States moved to
freeze Iraq's assets in this country and to protect those of
Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to

arrange for military cooperation between us and key Arab states.

And I sent Jim Baker to Turkey, and to Brussels, to rally the
support of our NATO allies.

The world response was a chorus of condemnation. \ The U.N.

sanctions ;r1@asé§é/aﬂ6z§g;eﬁ6gEgned?&i;hd§§/4§§sggrfﬁg’are in
effect and have been working remarkably well, even on a voluntary
basis. 1Iragi oil no longer flows through pipelines to ports in
Turkey and Saudi Arabia. U.S. military forces stand shoulder-
to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia with forces of many Arab and European
states to deter, and if need be, defend, Saudi Arabia against
attack. And U.S. naval forces sail with the navies of many other
states to make the sanctions as watertight as possible. It is

truly Irag against the world.\\\

So the basic elements of our strategy are now in place.

Where do we want to go? Our intention is to persuade Iraq to
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withdraw, that it cannot benefit from this occupation, that it
will pay a stiff price by trying to hold on -- and an even
stiffer price by widening the conflict.

Oof course, we seek to achieve these goals without further
violence. The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General p//
and other leaders to promote a peaceful resolution of this crisis
on the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply concerned about the American and other
foreign nationals held hostage by Iragq. As I have said before,
when it comes to the safety and well being of American citizens
held against their will -- I will hold Baghdad responsible.

A very different concern is the rise in the price of oil.
Here, though, there is good news to report. Already
half of the lost Iragi and Kuwaiti output has been made-b audi
Arabia and other producers. Expanded production by those who
can, conservation where possible, é;;bonsible behavior by oil

companifg} and use of the strategic petroleum reserve, if
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There are real economic costs involved here, not simply for

necessary, should bring down the price of oil.

the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi Arabia's
aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon energy from the
Gulf. I am pleased to announce we are in the final stages of
putting together an initiative that will directly address the
issue of cost. I should be able to say more on this soon.

But the costs we are being asked to bear are modest compared

to what is at stake. What is at stake is the swallowing whole of
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a nation, the principle of standing by our friends, and th t
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i ¥. By any measure, our interests in the Persian

Gulf are vital.
And there is something else at stake -- the shape of the

world to come. This crisis may prove to be one of those events
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that define the world order for génewa¥ionsy o/ gopg. That is why

we have strived to build a spirit of cooperation that is without

precedent. The Soviets, the Chinese, our traditional allies, our
friends in the Arab world -- all have joined together in an
historic resistance against an aggressor.

Let me say as well that this is not something I or the
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of us,
Executive and Congress, Republican and Democrat, work together.
Let no one at home doubt my eagerness to work with Congress. And
let no one abroad doubt our national unity or staying power.

Last, I want to thank those who helped put this policy into
action. With us today are members of an outstanding team -- Bill
Webster, Jim Baker, Dick Cheney and Colin Powell.

The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth precision.

It is a tribute to the outstanding skills, training and
dedication of the men and women of the Defense Department, and
the thousands now serving in the near Saudi Arabia. They are the

true heroes of our time. May God bless them all.
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I thank you for returning to Washington to discuss a
situation of deep concern to every American. Meeting the
challenge we face in the Persian Gulf is not something I or this
Administration can do alone. We can 6nly succeed if all of us,
Executive and Congress, Republican and Democrat, work together.
That is why I asked you to the White House today.

Let no one at home doubt my commitment to work with
Congress. And let no one abroad doubt our national unity or
staying power.\\\

Let me begin by providing some background to the unfolding
drama in the Persian Gulf. Then, later, I want to hear from you,
and answer your questions -- along with our team of
Administration experts.

But first, the background. ’

When this Administration began, we sought to strengthen the
cease-fire between Iran and Iraqg, and to improve our relations
with Irag. While we held no illusions, we hoped -- along with
many in Congress -- that Iraqi behavior could be moderated. But
even before the current crisis, thougﬁ, Iraq was moving at odds

to our interests. So we suspended the provisions of cccC
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agricultural credits and stopped the export of furnaces that had
the potential to contribute to Iraqg's nuclear capabilities.

You all know the events of the last several weeks. Iraq
threatened Kuwait, lied ébout its intentions, and finally
invaded. In three days, Iraq had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in
Kuwait, moving south toward the Saudi border. And it was this
clear and rapidly escalating threat that led King Fahd to ask for
our help.

We knew that an Irag that had the most powerful military
machine in the Gulf, and controlled 20 percent of the world's
proven reserves of oil, would pose a threat to the Persian Gulf,
the Middle East, and to the world. We responded to this threat
quickly, without hesitation.

Our objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate,
complete and unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from
Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government;
security and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and
the protection of American citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the assault, the United States moved to
freeze Iraq's assets in this country and to protect those of
Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to
arrange for military cooperation between us and key Arab states.
And I sent Jim Baker to Turkey, and to Brussels, to rally the

support of our NATO allies.
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The world response to Iraq was a chorus of condemnation.
With great speed, the U.N. Security Council passed five
resolutions. .These resolutionsicondemned Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait,.demanded Iraq's immediate and unconditional withdrawal,
and rejected Iraq's annexation of Kuwait. The U.N. has also
mandated sanctions against Iraq and endorsed all measures that
may be necessary to enforce these sanctions. And the U.N. has
demanded that Iraq release all foreign nationals being held
against their will without delay.

The U.N. sanctions are in effect and have been working
remarkably well, even on a voluntary basis. Iraqi oil no longer
flows through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia --
and today reports indicate that traffic through Agaba has come
virtually to a halt. U.S. military forces stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with forces of many Arab and European states to deter,
and if need be, defend, Saudi Arabia against attack. And U.S.
naval forces sail with the navies of many other sfates to make
the sanctions as watertight as possible. This is not, as Saddam
Hussein claims, the U.S. against Irag. It 35 truly Irag against
the world.\\\ '

So the basic elements of our strategy are now in place.
Where do we want to go? Our intention, and indeed the intention
of almost every country in the world, is to persuade Iraq to
withdraw, that it cannot benefit from this occupation, that it
will pay a stiff price by trying to hold on -- and an even

stiffer price by widening the conflict.
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Of course, we seek to achieve these goals without further
violence. The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General
and other leaders working to promote a peaceful resolution of

this crisis on the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply}concerned about the American and other
foreign nationals held hostage by Irag; As I have said before,

when it comes to the safety and well-being of American citizens
held against their will -- I will hold Baghdad responsible.

((And now, if I may, I would like to take this meeting into
executive session.))

A very different concern is the rise in the price of oil.
Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more than
half of the lost Iraqgi and Kuwaiti output has been madé up by
Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production by those
who can, conservation where possible, and use of the strategic
petroleum reserve, if necessary, should bring down the price of
oil. ((I would also like to see more responsible behavior from
the o0il companies.))

There are real economic costs involved here, not simply for
the United states, but for all those coming to Saudi Arabia's
aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon energy from the
Gulf. I am pleased to announce we are in the final stages of
putting together an initiative that will directly address the
issue of cost. I should be able to say more on this soon.

But the costs we are being asked to bear are modest compared

to what is at stake. What is at stake is the swallowing whole of



5
a nation, the principle of standing by our friends, and the
potential domination of the majority of the world's energy
reserves by a brutal and aggressive regime. By any measure, our
interests in the Persian Gulf are vital.

And there is something élse at stake -- the shape of the’
future. This crisis may prove to be one of those events that
define the world order for decades to come. That is why we have
strived to build a spirit of cooperation that is without
precedent. The Soviets, the Chinese, as well as our traditional
allies, and our friends in the Arab world -- all have joined
together in an historic resistance against an aggressor.

Last, I want to thank those who helped put this policy into
action. With us today are members of an outstanding team -- Bill
Webster, Jim Baker, Dick Cheney and Colin Powell.

The massive militafy buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth precision.
It is a tribute to the outstanding skills, training and
dedication of the men and women of the Defense Department, and
the thousands now serving in Saudi Arabia. They are the true
heroes of our time. May God bless them all.

And now, I would be delighted to hear from you.
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to what is at stake. What is at stake is not simply the
swallowing up of Kuwait, or the principle of standing by our
friends and standing up to aggression; but the domination of the
majority of the world's energy reserve [ by a sinister power. ]
By any measure, our interests in the Persian Gulf are vital.

Also at stake is the shape of the world to come. This
crisis may prove to be one of those events that define the world
order for generafions to come. That is why we have strived to
build a spirit of cooperation that is without precedent. The
Soviets, the Chinese, our traditional allies, our friends in the
Arab world -- all have joined together in an historic resistance
against an aggressor.

Let me say as well that this is not something I or the
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of us,
Executive and Congress, Republican and Democrat, work together.
éﬁ&(%gt no one at home doubt my eagerness to work with Congress.
And igf no one abroad doubt our national unity or staying power.

-

Last, I want to thank those who h ut this policy into

Baker, Dick Cheney and Colin Powell. /

The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and wi%h smooth precision.
It is a tribute to the outstanding skil;é, training and

dedication of the men and women of the Defense Department. And

in thanking Colin, I extend my thanks and appreciation to the
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But the costs we are being asked to bear are modest compared
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I thank you for returning to Washington to discuss a
situation of deep concern to every American. Let me begin by
providing some background to the unfolding drama in the Persian
Gulf. Then, later, I want to hear from you, and answer your
questions -- along with our team of Administration experts.

But first, the background.

When this Administration began, we sought to strengthen the
cease-fire between Iran and Iraq, and to improve our relations
with Iraq. While we held no illusions, we hoped -- along with
many in Congress -- that Iraqi behavior could be moderated. But
even before the current crisis, though, Iraq was moving at odds
to our interests. So we suspended the provisions of cccC
agricultural credits and stopped the export of furnaces that had
the potential to contribute to Iraqg's nuclear capabilities.

You all know the events of the last several weeks. Iraq
threatened Kuwait, lied about its intentions, and finally
invaded. 1In three days, Iraq had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in
Kuwait, moving south toward the Saudi border. And it was this
clear and rapidly escalating threat that led King Fahd to ask for

our help.
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We knew that an Irag that had the most powerful military
machine in the Gulf, and controlled 20 percent of the world's
proven reserves of oil, would pose a threat to the Persian Gulf,
the Middle East, and to the world. We responded to this threat
quickly, without hesitation.

Our objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate,
complete and unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqgi forces from
Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government;
security and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and
the protection of American citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the assault, the United States moved to
freeze Iraq's assets in this country and to protect those of
Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to
arrange for military cooperation between us and key Arab states.
And I sent Jim Baker to Turkey, and to Brussels, to rally the
support of our NATO allies.

The world response to Iraqg was a chorus of condemnation.
With great speed, the U.N. Security Council passed five
resolutions. These resolutions condemned Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait, demanded Iraq's immediate and unconditional withdrawal,

nd rejected Iraq's annexation of Kuwait. The U.N. has also
pa
)@gw\

9(% demanded that Iraq release all foreign nationals being held

andated sanctions against Iraq and endorsed all measures that

may be necessary to enforce these sanctions. And the U.N. has

against their will without delay.
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The U.N. sanctions are in effect and have been working
remarkably well, even on a voluntary basis. Iragi oil no longer
flows through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia.
U.S. military forces stand shoulder-to-shoulder with forces of
many Arab and European states to deter, and if need be, defend,
Saudi Arabia against attack. And U.S. naval forces sail with the
navies of maqf\wgher s%gtes to make the sanctions as watertlght

) W SH clbnwr , TheUS o ad—% -
as possible. It is truly Iraq against the world.\\\ ‘ N

So the basic elements of our strategy are now in place.
Where do we want to go? Our 1ntentlo£JI:wéL persuade Iraq to _
withdraw, that it cannot benefit from this occupation, that it
will pay a stiff price by trying to hold on -- and an even
stiffer price by widening the conflict.

Of course, we seek to achieve these goals without further
violence. The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General
and other leaders working to promote a peaceful resolution of
this crisis on the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply concerned about the American and other

I

foreign nationals held hostage by Iragq. As I have said before,

when it comes to the safety and well-being of American citizens

held against their will -- I will hold Baghdad responsible.

A very different concern is the rise in the price of oil.
Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more than
half of the lost Iraqi and Kuwaiti output has been made up by
Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production by those

who can, conservation where possible, and use of the strategic

boiplizann
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petroleum reserve, if necessary, should bring down the price of
oil. ((I would also like to see more responsible behavior from
the oil companies.))

There are real economic costs involved here, not simply for
the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi Arabia's
aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon energy from the
Gulf. I am pleased to announce we are in the final stages of
putting together an initiative that will directly address the
issue of cost. I should be able to say more on this soon.

But the costs we are being asked to bear are modest compared
to what is at stake. What ié at stake is the swallowing whole of
a nation, the principle of'standing by our friends, and the
potential domination of the majority of the world's energy
reserves by a brutal and aggressive regime. By any measure, our
interests in the Persian Gulf are vital.

And there is something else at stake —- the shape of the
future. This crisis may prove to be one of those events that
define the world order for decaaes to come. That is why we have
strived to build a spirit of cooperation that is without
precedent. The Soviets, the Chinese, as well as our traditional
allies, and our friends in the Arab world -- all have joined
together in an historic resistance against an aggressor.

Let me also say fhat this is not something I or the
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of us,
Executive and Congress, Republican and Democrat, work together.

Let no one at home doubt my commitment to work with Congress.
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And let no one abroad doubt our national unity or staying
power.\\\

Last, I want to thank those who helped put this policy into
action. With us today are members of an outstanding team -- Bill
Webster, Jim Baker, Dick Cheney and Colin Powell.

The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth precision.

It is a tribute to the outstand%yg skills, training and
dedication of the men and women of the Defense Department, and
the thousands now serving in Saudi Arabia. They are the true
heroes of our time. May God bless them all.

And now, I would be delighted to hear from you.
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rhat Iraq’s ebjectives were increasingly diverging from our
own. It was primarily for this reason that we suspended the

provisions of CCC agricultural credits and stopped the
export of furnaces that coaceivably.had the potential to

contribute to Iraq’s nuclear capabilities.
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It was against thls backdrop that Iraq £4-pct threatened,
Plh\N'\' X \Amanong v

eren lied, and finally invaded swadx . In three days, Irag

had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in Kuwait, moving south

roward the Saudi border. It was this clear and rapidly

Coealm¥in
fneeeae§;§ threat that led King Fahd to ask for our help.

We responded quickly and without hesitation. We knew that
an Iraq that had the most powerful military machine in the

Gulf, and controlled 20 percent of the world’s proven

. reserves of omL/%ould have the means to pose a threat to the

Persian Gulf, the Middle East, and the world economy. This
was clearly unacceptable.

govie > STreT
Our objectives were shis erear from the outset: the
immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of all
Iragi forces from Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait’s ’
legitimate government; security and stability of Saudi

Arabia and the Persian Gulfy and the protection of American

citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the Iragi assault on Kuwait,vthe
United States moved to freeze Iraq’s assets in this country
and to protect those of Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi

Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to arrange for military
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cooperation between us and key Arab states. And I asked Jim

@ oL
Baker to travel to Turkey and to NATO to~ma*rgrte the
support of our allies.

was A chorus of LONDEMNAth,(
-- The world’s response eea*d—harﬁiy—nave—beea-bente:

\ S B+
he UN Security Council“passe five
resolutionsw-AQhese_xesolu;¢ona conde\\Jkgaq’s invasion of
Kuwait, deman&/%;sq s. immediate and unconditional
T
withdrawal, and rejec ‘Iraq’ 's annexation of Kuwait. The ON
hae also mandated sanctions against Iraq and endorsed all
measures that may be necessary to enforce these sanctions.
K nelty ) PP DS

And“the hws—demarded—chat Iraqg release all foreign

nationals being held against their will without delay.

-= The sanctions are in effect and have been working remarkably

wels)even on a voluntary basis. Iraqi oil no longer flows
through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia. U.S.
military forces stand shoulder-to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia
with forces of many Arab and European states;éﬁiﬁg*ﬁ:méﬁeéea-‘
+2 o deterfend if need beﬁgefend Saudi Arabia against
attack. And U. S. naval forces sail with the navies of many

other states to make the sanctions as watertight as

possible. | It is truly Iraqg against the world. \\N
Cboh>¥ﬁce> '
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-- Our intention is to‘eersuade Irag to withdraw, SRR -RGa—
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Iraqg that it sdi—met benefit from'hz’EEE;;ation-ef-ﬁawa¢t,

ead that it will pay a big price by trying to hold on'and an
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even bigger price by widening the conflict.
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- We seek to achieve these goals without further violence.
The United States supports swe—ftores—oés the UN Secretary
General and other leaders to promote a peaceful resolution

Inis :
of the—curseat crisis on the basis of UN Security Council

g™
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forelgn nationals held hostage by Iraq. As I have sai
Zczans otne sefeln pmo ull bewny of
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.Resolution 660.

-- I remain deeply concerned .about the American and other
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-- I—am—alee—copcerfed—abaut the rise in the price of oil.

Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more
than half of the lost Iraqi and Kuwalti output has been made

up by Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production
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by those who can, conservation where possible, responsible
pehavior by oil companies, and use of the strategic
petroleum reserve, if necessaiy, should bring down the price

of oil.

There are also real economic coOSts involved here, not simply
for the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi
Arabia’s aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon
energy from the Gulf.<:f§ are injthe final sFages of putting
together an initiative that will directly address this

aspect of the prob{g@h I should be able to say more on this

shortly.

o

ta-the—final—aratystsy the costs we are being asked to bear

are modest compared to what is at stake. What is at stake
o0&

is not simply the swallowing up of Kuwaigjané-the principle

of standing by our friends and standing up to aggression{)

put the domination of the majority of the world’s energy
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reserve. y any measure, our interests are vital.
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-- In short, the post-post.war
W\Q I am determined to se h\CAggre551on must be
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stopped &fore a precedent is set that we Ll\gl\l\l:.ve

to ret.

-- Let me say as well that this is not something I or the
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of

us, Executive and Congregé Republican and Democrat, work
padler - ORfT

together>~ No one ean-come—&e doubt our unity or staying
&/—\ nD let o ong, DookT my Snam EAGERNeSS 1o WORE
powen.)

\

| Wit ConGRress 1D egseids 6moma+e_ oz honel

"- this—is—Ehe—cases . '
UA»*\?. /l\ p.« /\b\/v\.Q_
)
N —" T \/}z\(:e& pvT ™ 'S

-- Last, I want to thank those who hawe—made—thdisss policy m'\'b

AchHow .
possib¥e. You will have the chance to hear from several of

them now. Bill Webster, who_heads—an—intelTTgence commuiity
that—ts—giving—poTicty= —mEKkers—what=tirey=reed; Jim Baker,
whose-éap-bema-t-m efforts with the Soviets~and-the—alliesr

2ot g {
. RTT ; Dick Cheney, whose=two.trips to

the—Gusf=gRe—eRhe Middle East helped forge the rr}ultina?t“i%’rﬁi“

=ff6FEWe Tow see; and Colin Powell, who—is.simply doing his

customary—exCeTTent™jobr==
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-- The massive military buildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth
precision. It is a tribute to the outstanding skills.
training and dedication of the men and women of the Defense
Department. And in thanking Colin, I extend my thanks and
appreciation to the thousands of men and women now serving

0o
in and near Saudi Arabia. They are the true heroes of-t-h-&-sﬂl
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some background,to the recent dramatic events. My
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’ _eeé4£ﬁgﬁxa}qy%a~§—wiil e took—forwara—&e hear$&®y from you
and answer #rig questions you migh€ have.
f// Fs¥) ‘\'V\L'\OALV-S(;D.MD, \ot teenn)
i Wwhen this Administration teek—offiece, we sought tO
w/

) 1 ’ strengthen the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq and to .
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improve our relations with Iraq. we—were—not-nalve. We
understood full well Iraq’s past use of chemical weapons,
terrorism and aggression to advance its goals. [éyr
objective, one shared by many in the Congress, Wwas to
moderate Iragi behavior using_llmiLad_ecannmés—inseaefvesi:}
Even before the current crisis)though)it was becoming clear
inteveats {
that Iraqg’s ebjectives were increasingly diverging from our
own. It was primarily for this reason that we suspended the
provisions of CCC agricultural credits and stopped the

export of furnaces that cenceiwvably.had the potential to

contribute to Iraq’s nuclear capabilities.
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emen lied, and finally invaded %wwadt ., In three days, Iraqg
had 120,000 troops and 850 tanks in Kuwait, moving south

toward the Saudi border. It was this clear and rapidly

Cocala¥in
fﬂQE&éQ*;& threat that led King Fahd to ask for our help.

- We responded quickly and without hesitation. We knew that
an Iraq that had the most powerful military machine in the
Gulf, and controlied 20 percent of the world’s proven
reserves of oiL?qould have the means to pose a threat to the
Persian Gulf, the Middle East, and the world economy. This
was clearly unacceptable.

dpm005 sl

= Qur cbjectives were shus ewear from the qutset: the
immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of all
Iragi forces from Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait’s
legitimate government; security and stability of Saudi
Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and the protection of American

citizens abroad.

-= Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the Iragi assault on Kuwait, the
United States moved to freeze Irag’s assets in this country
and to protect those of Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi

Arabia, Egypt and Morocco to arrange for military
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cooperation between us and key Arab states. And I asked Jim

G~
Baker to travel to Turkey and to NATO to~ma*t;Lze the

support of our allies.
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gaeee—speedr/fhe UN Security Councilvpassed five

resolutions———Shese_:esclut¢nna conde\\JX;aq's invasion of
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Kuwait, deman Iraq s immediate and unconditional
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withdrawal, and reject/Iraq’s annexation of Kuwait. The UN
has also mandated sanctions against Iraq and endorsed all
measures that may be necessary to enforce these sanctions.
Krnely ) PP DS

And“the hras—demanded—that Irag release all foreign

nationals being held against their will without delay.

The sanctions are in effect and have been working remarkably
wel¥)even on a voluntary basis. Iragi 0il no longer flows
through pipelines to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia. U.S.
military forces stand shoulder-to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia
with forces of many Arab and European st at e St—Fheik-—iscion
48 to deterﬁsnd if need bepeefend Saudi Arabia against
attack. And Uy. S. naval forces sail with the navies of many

other states to make the sanctions as watertight as

possible. L}t is truly Iraq against the world. W\
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how-things—are—going. --The basic elements of our strategy
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are now in place. W hane Qo we want to @

-- Our intention is to‘gersuade Iraq to withdraw, So=ceavinee—

CWmANS nig
Izxaq that it widti—met benefit fronninfﬁzzz;ation-cf—ﬁewa¢c,

end that it will pay a big price by trying to hold on'and an
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even bigger price by widening the conflict.
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- We seek to achieve these goals without further violence.
The United States supports spre—offorcs—of-the UN Secretary
General and other leaders to promote a peaceful resolution

tnis
of the—cussent crisis on the basis of UN Security Council

g™

Resolution 660.

== I remain deeply concerned about the American and other

WwWhen
foreign nationals held hostage by Irag. As I have said, °I7
& » {o tne safe wedl beinyg of

A \)Lﬂ"l D‘Fcﬂ-&ﬂ‘\' CsNeean 'ts’
f I-am—aiseo—coneesned=akout the rise in the price of oil.

Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more
than half of the lost Iragi and Kuwaiti output has been made

up by Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production

-CONPIDENTIAL~
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by those who can, conservation where possible, responsible
pehavior by oil companies, and use of the strategic

petroleum reserve, if necessary, should bring down the price

of oil.

o There are also real economic cCOSts involved here, not simply
for the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi
Arabia’s aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon
energy from the Gulf. We are in the final stages of putting
together an initiative that will directly address this
aspect of the problem. I should be able to say more on this
shortly.

o5

— ta-thefinalanratystsy the costs we are being asked to bear
are modest compared to what is at stake. What is at stake
is not simply the swallowing up of Kuwai%}annghe principle
of standing by our friends and standing up to aggression()
put the domination of the majority of the world’s energy

[ by Asmoier powes, DA i Tha Peesimo GAF
reserve/ By any measure, our interests are vital.

1’. \2 \/(—J“'.) i
S
THES‘\MATBE
== Also at stake is the shape of the world to come. e—may-pe
OnNE of THDSE TEFE EUEATS THAT pefine. trme shq:z.u)oab OROSV_ -Po(
trat—we are UégIﬂnIﬂQ‘With—this—ae%ion_tn_puL“into~p%ace~a
GeneERANONS TO come, THAT IS W HY WE ARE RIEASTO D see
AW _World-order. i i i

) . ; ; eeceteit,
o) Arons The pations o F The Wor D et (s st uyouT P .
L Ehae;&Smgéu;y—hﬁseeeie. The Soviets, the Chinese, our

CONPIRENTIAL-
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(| have
traditional allies, our friends in the Arab world -= fne
oined ADeetvee tn P Nigteeie o, 2651« TPNCE
i i d.
A i1 NSY PN AGoResSR . _\\ve_
\

e 5 \
1% bheeinnin
= In short, the post-post war | orld i :
A nat e it A e HeL wokld S

Q“O I am determined to see h. _Aggression must be
P C @ae Twat is Wy

stopped kere-before a precedent is set that we will all live

to regret.

- Let me say as well that this is not something I or the
Administration can do alone. We can only succeed if all of
us, Exec tive and Congreifj Republican and Democrat, work

prdler 0 020

together.— No one ean-come—&e doubt our unity or staying
. AD let No ong, DovbT my Saam EAGERNESS 4o WorRkK

(/ power.- l—fef—oﬂe-?%qége-te—wo;k—y*eh—ehe—eeagfess—aaqauuum?
wirt Conecress 1o otio i Marase dmeante PromoTe N onel
7 this—is—-the-case« RPSRVENG S
UA0%7. A
A

e i \/}e\eeg pvT ™ 1S
= Last, I want to thank those who have—made—thi-s pOlicy 4n+b

Acthew .

possib¥e. You will have the chance to hear from several of

them now. Bill Webster, who heads an intelligence community

that is giving policy-makers what they need; Jim Baker,

whose diplomatic efforts with the Soviets and the allies
o u)oflléeobml\\m*(-

Junmrpeée—*ea;—d¢u;degds; Dick Cheney, whose two trips to

the Guif—amd—the Middle East helped forge the multinational

effort we now see; and Colin Powell, who is simply doing his

customary excellent job.
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-- The massive military puildup now taking place in the Gulf is
proceeding with unprecedented speed and with smooth
precision. It {s a tribute to the outstanding skills.
training and dedication of the men and women of the Defense
Department. And in thanking Colin, I extend my thanks and
appreciation to the thousands of men and women now serving

0J
in and near Saudi Arabia. They are the true heroes of-&hh:L

Aime.  Na Gos Wless vam A\l
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7 wnat
-—ﬁeﬁwmenbeqih«by thanking you for returning to Washington,

e,

to bring—you up e date on a situation

that I know is of deep concern to you and our constituents.

Let me begin by providing some background to the unfolding-
drama in the Persian Gulf. Then, later, I would like to hear
from you, answer any questions you might have. As you can see, I
have also brought the experts to help,ans

haye e
But first, the background.

When this Administration began, we sought to strengthen the
cease-fire between Iran and Iraq, and to improve our relations
with Irag. While we held no illusions, we hoped -- along with
many in Congress, that Iragi behavior could be moderated. But
even before the current crisis, though, Iraq was moving at odds
to our interests. So we suspended the provisions of CCC
agricultural credits and stopped the export of furnaces that had
the potential to contribute to Iraqg's nuclear capabilities.

You all know the events of the last two weeks. It was
against this backdrop that Iraq threatened Kuwait, lied about its
intentions, and finally invaded. And it was this clear and

rapidly escalating threat that led King Fahd to ask for our help.
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We knew that an IragHthaH itElHOwesEost powerful military
machine in the Gulf, and coMtPEIYEI Y percent of the world's
proven reserves of o0il, would pose a threat to the Persian Gulf,
the Middle East, and the world economy. We responded to this
threat quickly, without hesitation.

Our objectives were obvious from the start: the immediate,
complete and unconditional withdraw of all Iraqgi forces from
Kuwait; the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government;
security and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and
the protection of American citizens abroad.

Our actions to achieve these objectives have been equally
clear. Within hours of the Iragi assault on Kuwait, the United
States moved to freeze Iraq's assets in this country and to
protect those of Kuwait. I sent Dick Cheney to Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Morocco to arrange for military cooperation between us
and key Arab states. And I asked Jim Baker to travel to Turkey
and to NATO to rally the support of our allies.

The world response was a chorus of condemnation. The U'AA
sanctionS\are in effect and have been working remarkably well,

even on a}voluntary basis. Iraqi oil no longer flows through
/

pipelines/ to ports in Turkey and Saudi Arabia. U.S. military
forces séand shoulder-to-shoulder in Saudi Arabia with forces of
many A:ﬁb and European states to deter, and if need be, defend
Saudi:Arabia against attack. And U.S. naval forces sail with the

navies of many other states to make the sanctions as watertight

as possible. It is truly Iraq against the world. \\\



So the basic elementg oy WUE sitnagegy are now in place.
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Where do we want to go? )

—

%féﬁr ihté;tion is to persuade Iraq to withdraw, that it
cannot benefit from this occupation, that it will pay a g;%lbrice
by trying to hold on -- and an even stiffer price by widening the
conflict.

Of course, we seek to achieve these goals without further
violence. The United States supports the U.N. Secretary General
and other leaders to promote a peaceful resolution of this crisis
on the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 660.

I also remain deeply concerned about the American and other
foreign nationals held hostage by Irag. As I have said before,
when it comes to the safety and well being of American citizens
held against their will -- I will hold Baghdad responsible.

A very different concern is the rise in the price of oil.
Here, though, there is good news to report. Already more_than
half of the lost Iragi and Kuwait output has been made,é%)by
Saudi Arabia and other producers. Expanded production\bnghose
who can, conservation where possible, responsible behavior by oil
companies, and use of the strategic petroleum reserve, if
necessary, should bring down the price of oil.

There are éﬁz@\real economic costs involved here, not simply
for the United States, but for all those coming to Saudi Arabia's
aid, complying with sanctions or dependent upon energy from the
Gulf. We are in the final stages of putting together an
initiative that will directly address this aspect of the problem.

I should be able to say more on this shortly.



thousands of men and women now serving in the near Saudi Arabia.

They are the true heroes of our time. May God bless them all.
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