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THE WHITE HOUSE v

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKERTég§>

SUBJECT: VFW Address Speech Draft

There is a spectrum of justifications for our current
military operation in the Middle East that ranges in
persuasiveness from the most persuasive reason: that we
are upholding world peace and the rule of law by standing
up to naked aggression; to the less persuasive (though
legitimate) argument that we are protecting America's
vital interest in preserving the flow of oil from the
Persian Gulf region to the rest of the world. This latter
argument will be attacked as a materialist rationale: we
are asking American boys to die for oil and cheap
gasoline. Finally, there will be another attack one the
end of the spectrum of reasons: that we are protecting
undemocratic regimes, such as the Emirate of Kuwait and
the sheikdom of Saudi Arabia. Therefore, we urge that
wherever possible our arguments should be marshalled
around the most compelling reason: world peace/rule of
law, and our comments below reflect this.

pg.2, para.4, line 8 "...America's commitmgnt to our
friends whenever our friends are imperiled«"

To say we'll respond whenever our friends are imperiled
is a bit too broad a view of our commitment -- we suggest
simply omitting the sentence.

3,1,3 "...will preserve our economic independence."

This raises the problem that part of the reason we are
facing down Saddam Hussein is that we are too dependent on
foreign oil in the first place. Thus "economic
independence" has an unintended irony.

3,3,3 "No one walks away from appeasing a bully. He only
crawls."

A listener might think that "He" in the second sentence
refers to "bully" in the first sentence. The meaning
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might be clearer here if it were rephrased, e.g.,: "No
nation walks away from appeasing a bully. They only crawl
away." Or: "Appease a bully, and you don't walk away,

you crawl away."

4,1,3 "With other allies, America can help freedom do
more. "

7
We should be careful about using frgiﬁom with respect to
our allies in this crisis for the simple reason that many
of them are not themselves free. Thus, we risk playing
into the hands of those who object that the U.S. is

protecting illegitimate sheiks and emirs.

41223 I'
Typo: "totalitarianism" instqéd of "totalitariansm."

4,2,3 "Today even more, Nations have joined to become
ambassadors of peace."

Instead of "ambassadors of peace," which implies that
this united force is offering peace instead of standing up
to agression in order to maint@in peace, we suggest
something such as "co-defenders of peace" or "guarantors
of peace." Also: "Nations" should have a small "n."

4,3,5 "The cause of human dignity is in all of their
debt."

|

We suggest rephrasing th‘# to read: "The cause of human
dignity is indebted to all ‘of them."
4,4,8 "Yet they've overcome their fear -- which is, after

all, is the very definition of courage."

This idea that you cannot be brave without first being
afraid is a profound point. (Tolerance works in a similar
way: you cannot be tolerant of another belief unless you
first hold an opposing belief.) Just incidentally, as a
general rule it seems to us that we should avoid putting
too much emphasis on the youth and vulnerability of
America's troops. This is a trend exemplified in the
shift from the popular use of phrases like "our Fighting
Men" to phrases like "American boys overseas" (note that
both phrases are sexist). The phrase "young, alone, and
so very far from home" here flirts with this problem but
is tolerable because it is used to make the unsentimental
point about courage later.
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5,1,2 "We will do whatever it takes to help them complete
their mission.”

A good applause line.

5.,3.3 "Fewer in troop strength."

A solecism. "Fewer in number" is the meaning looked for
here. "Reduced in expense" may be even more to the point.

6,2,12 "...as Roseanne Barr..."

Our judgement is that this episode is much too stale to
be reheated. There is the further point that we risk
looking like we are pandering-to popular sentiment by
going out of our way to pick on Barr. She is too easy a
target right now.

7.4 The passages starting here with the reference to D-
Day and Eisenhower risk, it seems to us, setting up a weak
comparison between this operation and the Normandy

Invasion. We risk unintentionally making Operation Desert
Shield look small by immodestly juxtaposing it against the

-largest invasion in world history.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

8/16/90 '
DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VFW ADDRESS
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

NOON, FRIDAY, AUG. 17

SUBJECT: MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 1990, 10 AM
(816 - 12:15 pm draft)
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Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930, with a copy to my
office no later than NOON, FRIDAY, AUGUST 17.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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August 16, 1990
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SUGGESTED REMARKS: VFW ADDRESS
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 1990
10 A.M.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new.
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a
legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb
replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. l/

I also want to mention today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley, and also somebody I've spent some

time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's

the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives

the orders, an entire division clears out. // My wife, Barbara.
Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary and fellow VFW
member Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //
As a Veteran, I want to salute the VFW on its 91st year.
' And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domesfic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
recent inquiries. In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who work with
John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //

((Second, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things_intp perspective. When an aide burst
into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
the Steinbrenner problem.")) //

I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
greater and more serious problem: the crisis in the Pefsian
Gulf. // A crisis that will requiring American planning,
patience, and at times, personal sacrifice. But a crisis that we
must ﬁeet if we're to stop aggression and prbtect our own
freedom, and the peace and stability of countries around the
globe. //

Twelve days ago, thése beliefs prompted me to take action in
the Middle East to preserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambition of a renegade regime threatening the vital
interests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that our cause is right. // And that while one
should not underestimate the fanatical determination of
extremists -- an even greater mistake would be to underestimate
America's commitment to our friends whenever our friends are
imperiled. // |

Today, the outcome is not yet decided. Hard choices remain.

But of this we are certain. America will not be deterred. // We
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will not be bullied. // We will act to promote a common code and
rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of conflict. // We
will preserve our economic independence. // Above all, when
some ask: Where does America stand? Our answer is: We stand
against those who would use force to replace the rule of law with
the rule of the jungle. //

Fifty years ago, of course, another oppressor tried to
brutalize the family of Nations. In 1939, he could have been
stopped. In 1945, he finally was, but at a terrible cost. //

We learned -- you know your history -- that we must stand up to
evil. It is a lesson which over the past twelve days has
reaffirmed truths that speak to America, and to the world. //
The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,
Normandy, Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,

leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a

bully. He only crawls. // We know if we don't stand up to our

enemies, our enemies will be standing over us. And that if we
betray our allies, we won't have any allies to betray. // So we
have sent U.S. forces to the Middle East -- reluctantly, but

decisively. Knowing, as Teddy Roosevelt said, that "American
means many things. [Among tEgm], equality of rights and,
therefore, equality<§B§;65K;bligation." //

Fifty years ago, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow, who knows, Saudi
Arabia and what else? We must stop such tyranny, and will.

Acting not alone, but in concert, to protect our own national
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security interests and global stability. Which brihgs me a
second truth reaffirmed bf the past twelve days. By itself,
America can do much. With other allies, America can help freedoﬁ
do more. //

Think back to World War II, where together allies confrontéd
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
Nations forces opposed totalitariansm. Today, even more, Nations
have joined to become ambassadors of peace -- a cooperative force

that will not stand by while one country mugs another. l/

Look, for instance, at a bulwark of Operation Desert Shield.

I salute Egygt. Morocco, and Great Britain for dispatching
fighter planes and the destroyer HMS8 York to the Persian Gulf. !/
Look to nations from Canada to Tufkeg from Australia to Egypt.
The cause of human dignity is in all of their debt. // Think

even of the Soviet Union -- where Desert Shield shows how fists

once clenched in animosity can become hands joined in
- partnership. :
Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast
character of the American will. // @Look tb the sands of Saudi
Arabia -- where brave Americans are doing . their duty. Just as
you did at Okinawa, Remagen, and Hamburgér Hill. Think of the
~men and women aboard our planes and battleships -- young, alone,
and so. very far from home. // Are they frightened? Probably.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very

definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble -- and I
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salute the finest heroes any Nation could ever have. // Moreover,

I pledge to you: We will do whatever it takes to help them
complete their mission. //
This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past

twelve days. Although the size of America's armed forces in the

years ahead will be smaller because the threat to our security is
changing, America's defense capacity is, and must continue to be,

"a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that our

'security needs can be met by an active force 25 percent smaller

than today's -- the lowest level since 1950. Yet, reduction in

numbers must not mean reduction in force. // That is what

Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: Instead of reliving
past contingencies, we're preparing for the challenges of the
1990s and beyond. By ensuring that our troops are ready, and
trained, we can exert our presence in key areas -- and respond
effectively to crisis. // Just look at how Operation Desert
Shield has linked manpower with need -- we got our soldiers where
and when they were needed -- not in weeks, but in days and hours.
//

Last week, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs, General
Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest peacetime
military in the history of America." Fewer in troop strength,
but restructﬁred, purposeful, and proud. //

" But the past twelve déys have also shown us the need for a
strong defense budget to support our troops. // As Georgé

Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared
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for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace."
Well, as Desert Shield has shown: If the way to ensure war is

for America to be militarily weak, today's defense "resources"

can help America ensure the peace that comes from being
militarily strong. //

Now, I know we're operating in a time of budget restraint:

* We have limited resources -- we must utilize them wisely. The

budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and
won't be made easier by today's threat abroad. But we cannot
attack the deficit by attacking the very heart of our armed
forces. // Last week, I asked Congress to do what we have done -
- produce a budget proposal, including defense, that is both
responsive and responsible. When they do, I will listen --
listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make
no mistéke: To stop aggression -- to keep America militarily
prepared -- I will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who are as
much in tune with our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the
National Anthem.//

Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,
finishing second means finishing last. So they reject what the

House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a $24

- billion cut from our defense budget for Fiscal Year 1991. !/

They know that giving peace a chance does not mean taking a
dhance on peace. So they endorse what ultra-liberals have tried
to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense

Initiative. // BAmericans want arms negotations to succeed --



knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasible without these
weapons systems. So recalling the adage, "Dance with the one who
brung you," they know that as our national defense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to
maintain that peace. // I wi;l fight for that defense -- and I
need your help. //

((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I
was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He
spoke of combat and the heroics of others -- but not of.his own.
So his commanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been

wounded, but repeatedly braved fire to pull out other wounded --

and wés awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I
thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americans like
this down.)) //

August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the
most crucial deployments of allied power since World War II. 1In

my speech of two weeks ago, I demanded the complete and

unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from KRuwait and'the
restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government. Today, I say:
Those pbjectives are, and will remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember -- and that I'd like to close with: .

D-Day =-- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the
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sailors, soldiers, and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force.
/1 |

"You are about to embark," he told them, "upon a great
crusade -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you." And
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all bgseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this great and noble undertaking."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members fought in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of
"liberty-ldving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, the
world had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I
pledge to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

Together we can combat tyranny -- and help those Nations who
look to us for leadership and vision. Thank you for 'your support
and your prayers. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -

- these United States of America.

# # # #
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a
legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb
replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. !/l

I also want to mention today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud quley, and also somebody I've spent some

time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's

the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives

the orders, an entire division cleirs out. // My wife, Barbaré.
Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary and fellow VFW
member Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is:intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //
As a Veteran, I want to salute the VFW on its Qist year.

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and

"domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of

recent inquiries. In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who work with
John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //

((Second, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things into perspective. When an aide burst
into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
the Steinbrenner problem.")) //

I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
greater and more serious problem: the crisis in the Persian (S

xa"?{)

patience, and at times, personal sacrifice. But a crisis that we

Gulf. // A crisis that will requ1r&ﬂg American planning,

must meet if we're to stop aggression and protect our own
freedom, and the peace and stability of countries around the
globe. //

Twelve days ago, these beliefs prompted me to take action in
the Middle East to preserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambition of a renegade regime threatening the vital
interests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that our cause is right. // And that while one
should not underestimate the fanatical determination of
extremists -- an even greater mistake would be to underestimate
America's commitment to our friends whenever our friends are
imperiled. //

Today, the outcome is not yet decided. Hard choices remain.

But of this we are certain. America will not be deterred. // We
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will not be bullied. // We will act to promote a common code and
rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of conflict. // We
will preserve our economic independence. // Above all, when
some ask: Where does America stand? Our answer is: We stand
against those who would use force to replace the rule of law with
the rule of the jungle. //

Fifty years ago, of course, another oppressor tried to
S heoll < —;MO)
brutalize the family of Nations. 1In 1939, he -ecould have been (s

stopped. 1In 1945, he finally was, but at a terrible cost. // “**JH Ll

a%7~C~

evil. It is a lesson which over the past twelve days has be”” (yuﬂu“}
WCSr. G.re- ‘/‘?DGO
reaffirmqu ruths that speak to America, and to the world. //

We learned -- you know your history -- that we must stand up to

The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,
Normandy, Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,
leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a

bully. He only crawls. // We know if we don't stand up to our

enemies, our enemies will be standing over us. And that if we

betray our allies, we won't have any allies to betray. // So we
have sent U.S. forces to the Middle East -- reluctantly, but

decisively. Knowing, as Teddy Roosevelt said, that "Americaé) 0

means many things. [Among them], equality of rights and, ()ffitza
therefore, equality(éid of obligation:y' // 5y xSD“ )

Fifty years ago, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow, who knows, Saudi

Arabia and what else? We must stop such tyranny, and will.

Acting not alone, but in concert, to protect our own national
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security interests and global stability. Which brings me a
second truth reaffirmed by the past twelve days. By itself,

America can do much. With other allies, America can help freedom

do more. //

Think back to World War II, where together allies confronted
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
Nations forces opposed totalitariansm. Today, even more, Nations
have joined to become ambassadors of peace -- a cooperative force

that will not stand by while one country mugs another. //

Look, for instance, at a bulwark of Operation Desert Shield.

I salute Egypt, Morocco, and Great Britain for dispatching

fighter planes and the destroyer HMS York to the Persian Gulf. !/

Look fo nations from Canada to Turkey from Australia to Egypt.

The cause of human dignity is in all of their debt. // Think

even of the Soviet Union -- where Desert Shield shows how fists

once clenched in animosity can become hands joined in
partnership.
Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast
character of the American will. // Look to the sands of Saudi
Arabia.-- where brave Americans are doing their duty. Just as
you did at Okinawa, Remagen, and Hamburger Hill. Think of the
men and women aboard our planes and battleships -- young, alone,
and so very far from home..// Are they frightened? Probably.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very

definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble -- and I
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salute the finest heroes any Nation could ever have. // Moreover,
I pledge to you: We will do whatever it takes to help them
complete.their mission. //

This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past

twelve days. Although the gize of America's armed forces in the

years ahead will be smaller because the threat to our security is
changing, America's defense capacity is, and must continue t¢ be,
"a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that our
security needs can be met by an active force 25 percent smaller
than today's -- the lowest level since 1950. Yet, reduction in

numbers must not mean reduction in force. // That is what

Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: Instead of reliving
past contingencies, we're preparing for the challenges of the
1990s and beyond. By ensuring that our troops are ready, and
trained, we can exert our presence in key areas -- and respond
effectively to crisis. // Just look at how Operation Desert
Shield has linked manpower with need -- we got our soldiers where
and when they were needed -- not in weeks, but in days and hours.
//

Last week, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs, General.
Powell, spoke to this when he praised ﬁthe finest peacetime
militéry in the history of America." Fewer in troop strength,

" but restructured, purposeful, and proud. //

But. the past twelve days have also shown us the need for a

strong defense budget to.éﬁggort our troops. // As George

Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared
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-he most effectual means of preserving peace."
.eld has shown: If the way to ensure war is
1ilitarily weak, today's defense "resources"
1Isure the peace that comes from being
//
:'re operating in a time of budget restraint:
sources -- we must utilize them wisely. The
\ threat to our vital interests at home, and
'r by today's threat abroad. But we cannot
by attacking the very heart of our armed

ek, I asked Congress to do what we have done -

- proauce a puaget proposal, including defense, that is both

responsive and responsible. When they do, I will listen --

listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make

no mistake:

prepared --

To stop aggression -- to keep America militarily

I will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who are as

much in tune with our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the

National Anthem.//

Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,

finishing second means finishing last. So they reject what the

House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a $24

billion cut

from our defense budget for Fiscal Year 1991. //

They know that giving peace a chance does not mean taking a

chance on peace. So they endorse what ultra-liberals have tried

to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense

Initiative.

// Americans want arms negotations to succeed --
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knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasible without these
weapéns systems. So recalling the adage, "Dance with the'one who
brung you," tﬁey know that as our national défense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to
maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and T

need your help. //
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I

was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He
spoke of combat and the heroics of others -- but not of his own.
So his commanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been

wounded, but repeatedly braved fire to pull out other wounded --

and was awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I
thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americans like
this down.)) //

August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the
most crucial deployments of allied power since World War II. In

my speech of two weeks ago, I demanded the complete and

unconditional withdrawal of all Iragi forces from Kuwait and the
restoration of Ruwait's legitimate government. Today, I say:
Those objectives are, and will remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember ~- and that I'd like to close with:

D-Day -- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the
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sailors, soldiers, and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force.
//

"You are about to embark," he told them, "upon a great
crusade -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you." And
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this great and noble undertaking."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members fought in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of
"liberty-loving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, the
world had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I
Pledge to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

| Together we can combat tyranny -- and help those Nations who
look to us for leadership and vision. Thank you for your support
and your prayers. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -
- these United States of America.’

# # # #



: ,:‘,‘ « 4

o sl P2, 30

NATIONAL SECURITY CQUNCIL
TME STAWP: /() EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT STAFFING DOCU

SYSTEM LOG NUMBER: 658 ﬁ

LAl
ACTION OFFICER:mi
(0 Prepare Memo For Scowcr

[0 Prepare Memo For Cicconi

R Prepare Memo ___S_CMCJ‘ D('\'

DUE: JQ_QM}\:;_Q_PM
[0 Appropriate Action

(0 Prepare Memo for Sittmann

Y 1 ] o e
to L}

CONCURRENCES/COMMENTS*

PHONE™ to action officer at ext. Y "\qq-o

FYI FYI FYI
O O Barth O O Johnson O O Pryce
O [0 Basora O O Kaeuper O O Rademaker
O O Beers O O Kanter O O Rice
0O O Blackwill 0O OO Kitchen x O] Rodmian
O O Broome O O LaMagna O O Rostow
O O Burns B0 O Lampley O O salvetti
O O Chamberlin O [ Levin O O Tilley
O O Charles - O O Lundsager O O Tobey
O O Coulson O O Mandel O O VanEron
O O Davis O O Melby O O Watson
O O Deal O O Menan O AE] Welch
O O Dorminey O O Merchant O O Whitley
'ﬁ (] Dyke 0O O Miller 0O O Wilson
0O g Fry O O Needels O O Working
O O Gaughan O O O’Leary 0O O Zelikow
O O Gordon O O Ordway oo _
O OO Haass O O Ppaal 000
O O Hayden O O Pacelli 00
O O Hutchings O O Pilling OO0
0O O Jackson ﬂ O Popadiuk o0
INFORMATION &smmann ' Ij Deputy Exec. Sec. Exec. Sec. Desk

Scowcroft (advance) X Gates (advance) Secretariat
| — -

COMMENTS

CRW#:

Logge‘d By DR&

Return to Secretariat




167327ss

6584

Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

8/16/90 :
DATE: /16/ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VFW ADDRESS
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

NOON, FRIDAY, AUG. 17

SUBJECT: MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 1990, 10 aM
- __(R/T6 - 12:15 pm 3raft) |
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 b/ MCCLURE \;/ 0
SUNUNU O \g/ NEWMAN 0 0
. SCOWCRQAR ) o PORTER p/ O
DARMAN \/ 0 ROGICH v o
CARD 0 V/ ~ UNTERMEYER 0 =
CICCONI o v ROGERS _ O W
| Demarest Vz/ O PINKERTON \/ .
] FITZWATER 0 V/ WINSTON 0
GRAY 0 0 ANDERSON 0 M
HAGIN o O CARNEY -
HOLIDAY V 0 PORTER ROSE O
e _ |
REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits on the attached directly
to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930, with a copy to my
office no later than NOON, FRIDAY, AUGUST 17.
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a
legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb

replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. //

I also want to mentioh today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley, and also somebody I've spent some
time with over the years. // ‘Any of our kids will tell you sﬁe's
the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives
the orders, an _entire division clears out. // My wife, Barbara.

Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary and fellow VFW
member Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as'you have served America. // d

As a Veteran, I wan@\to salute the VFW on its 91st year.

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
receﬁt inquiries. In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //



2
.((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who work with
John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" ﬁave.been heard around the White House.)) //

((Secohd, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things into perspective. When an aide burst
into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
the Steinbrenner problem.")) //

I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
greafer and more serious problem: the cri;is in the Persian
Gulf. // A crisis that will requi%§ﬁ§7American planning,
patience, and at times, personal sacrifice. But a crisis that we
must meet if we're to stop aggression and protect our own
freedom, and the peace and stability of countries around the
globe. //

Twelve days ago, these beliéfs prompted me to take action in
the Middle East to p;§§E:§Eithe sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambitlon of a renegade regime threatening the vital
interests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that our cause ié right. // And that while one
should not underestimate the fanatical determination of
extremists -- an even greater mistake would be to underestimate
America's coﬁmitment to our friends whenever our fri?nds are
imperiled. //

Today, the dutcome is not yet decided. Hard choices remain.

But of this we are certain. America will not be[:eterrgéi // We

vatimdateA
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vill not be bullied. // We will act to promote a common code and

rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of conflict. // we
will preserve our economic independence. // Above all, when

some ask: Where does America stand? oOur answer is: We stand
against those who would use force to replace the rule of law with
EP. rule of the jungle.( // M"‘NM‘MM’ bﬂa'ﬂtf\/

Fifty years ago, of course, another oppressor tried to
brutalize the family of Nations. 1In é—al%"hle%:)ould have been
stopped. 1In 1945, he finally was, but at a terrible cost. //
We learned -- you know your history -- that we must stand up to
evil. It is a lesson which over the past twelve days has

reaffirmed truths that speak to America, and to the world. //

The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,

t’Normandy, Pork Chop, Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,

LL;.;J‘ﬂazng-jia So we
have sent U.S. forces to the Middle East -- reluctantly, but

decisively. [?nouian’ﬁk\meddy‘ReeeéVETE\Q«TET—EHatf“Knerécan
; tgation" // |

Fifty years 4go, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow, who knows, Saudi

Arabia and what else? We must stop such tyranny, and will.

hdg\nz
Acting not alone, but in cogcgggo‘ o protect our own national



as well as {hese oF he )
broadter Communt I oF4 nalions

security interests and—glebal-stability. Which brings me a

second truth reaffirmed by the past twelve days. By itself,

. +s , Ond Foitasks
America can do much. With cLhe; alllesA America can help freedom

do more. //
Think back to World wWar II, where together allies confronted
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
? Nations forces opposed totalitariansm. Today, even more, Nations

rotecdors
have joined to become [: of peace -- a cooperative force

é‘} that will not stand by while one country mu s another. //

= Onax -
. - - =

= . I alv'H
I salute Egypt, Morocco, mmd Great Britain for dispatching

\ii fighter planes and the destroyer HMS York to the Persian Gulf. //

‘§ Look to nations from Canada to Turkey from Australia to Egypt.

°» The cause of human dignity is in all of their debt. Think

whos? cooperation 1a +he UN.
s even of the Soviet Union == where—pPesert—8hield shows how fists

g“% once clenched in animosity can become hands oined in

partnership.
Q¢ Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise You: The steadfast

and et S55share
character of the American will. //- Look to the sands Aof Saudi

Arabia -- where brave Americans are doing their duty. Just as

you did at okinawa, Remagen, and Hamburger Hill. Think of the

" men and women aboard our planes and Eeﬂ:%hips == young, alone,
and so very far from home. // Are they frightened? Probably.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very

definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble -- and I
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salute the finest herces any Nation could ever have. // Moreover,
I pledge to you: mmnnmxmm
I | | // /—;\Sﬁ'*‘ posSDDIQ Annpynismiat lFst!P(W

— ceserve call-vy

PR

This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past
twelve days. Although the gige of America's armed forces in the
years ahead will be smaller because the threat to ‘our security is

4 *[LQ J'l%\ 2N Sl Py L
changing, America's defense capacity is,— , -

"a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that our

security needs can be met by an active force 25 percent smaller

le
than today's -- the lowest level since 1950. YetA eduction in
,‘J,:_‘; 'y "GQQ/ & o~ sec. N,,# L s MIn € a.,
pumbers pust-not-mean - teéuct—ron—ﬁrm_g //JM::
Hhats

Operation Desert Shield proves #8 vividly#é Instead of reliving
Mmyst prepark

past contingencies, we're=gmepeséng for the challenges of the

1990s and beyond. By ensuring that our troops are ready, and

trained, we can exert our presence in key areas -- and respond

A-’S ts  reazliness measpred M hoves asg dﬂyt A weeks angl mondine,
g{:_q_q_f,j_g_]._y_;g_;_u_i_g // m Operation Desert
vnderscored the aeect e be alle’ o gt
Shield has linked-ganpewer witb.peed----we=got our soldiers where

4hay qre ntoledy
asd when they saee needed wnst in waeks, but in _days and hours.

Gr4
/1
Last week, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs, General

Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest peacetime

e will be
military in the history of America."™ AFewer in troop strengthgns

Ld we will ot man

\
&@t restructured, purposeful, @ proud. //AxrA emc‘{‘“’ﬂ.

But the past twelve days have also shown us the need for a

strong defense budget to support our troops. // As George

Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared

ordlr +U df'l"f, ‘4 - )(f,

(vhen Toave 3he e . Carmir arerafE et aleras widhia

o
Adistance of Ir"ﬁ and srovnd "I‘u’P-‘ and Factree) areerafd ware enresie

bv\'u“" hovrs, 7—/1/5 Kind p}C /‘fs/pﬂs;vlnllj hill be Crdita) m I (mses @
Ahy ‘PU“UN
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for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace."
Well, as Desert Shield has shown: If the way to ensure war is
for America to be militarily weak, today's defense "resources"
can help America ensure the peace that comes from being

militarily strong. //

Now, I know we're operating in a time of budget restraint:
LS/

We have limited resources -- we mustf&;&%&gﬁ?them wisely. The

budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and

won't be made easier by tﬁgay's threat abroad. But we cannot
St p

attack the deficit ‘yhattack; g the very heart of our armed
forces. / f ”‘f;’s‘g znlaeka” ngcgélcgg;?;gsd ggddgé)zat we have done -
- produgg a budget proposal, including defense, that is both
responsive and responsible. When they do, I will listen --
listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make
no mistake: To stop aggression -- to keep America militarily
prepared /~I Willoppose the big Pentageoneutters—whe—are as

m 3 wi e nne

~NationaNamthem, //~

Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,

finishing gsecond means finishing last. So they reject what the
Uv\o.t_g.wk\,(n.
House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a-—$24-
‘BiITion cutsfrom our defense budget for Fiscal Year 1991. //
They know that giving peace a chance does not mean taking a
L
chance on peace. So they endorse what[:}tra-l berai:Zhave tried

aceloe per
to kill: Eho=d;x, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense

Initiative. // Americans want arms negotations to succeed --



b

frcli

LU-; ‘st/ Know ‘U\qi_ e

W disdrm unilaterally

Let . rtntmbae

-brung vouc" they-krew that as our national defense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to

maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and I
need your help. //
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I

was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -

- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He

spoke of combat and the heroics of others -- but not of his own.

So his commanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been
wounded, but repeatedly braved fire to pull out other wounded --

and was awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I

thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americans like

T will pe A £ r n The
this doun.)) // T " T st e bk ik b i die oy
b?i‘)— ‘”HS HA"V"\ Can prom/" 4‘-"‘-.
August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the

most crucial deployments of allied power since World War II. In

my speech of two weeks ago, I demanded the complete and

w of a ra o s () W t
restoratjon of Kuwait's legitimate government. Today, I say:
w ma anged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember -- and that I'd like to close with:

D-Day -- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the

yén 2] 7574’?7 ’ZLqu)L/ p.,‘\” nl-’ A{‘P o8’ Sfo;,J\/
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sailors, soldiers, and airmen of the Allied Exﬁeditionary Force.
//

"You are about to embark," he told then, "upon a great
crusade -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere maréh with you." and
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this great and noble undertaking."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members fought in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America ?emains the hope of
"liberty-loving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, the
world had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I
pledgé to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

Together we can combat tyranny -- and help those Nations who
look to us for leadership and vision. Thank you for your support
and your prayefs. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -
- these United States of America.

f £ £ #



General Note:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ADDITIONAL DOD COMMENTS
VFW ADDRESS
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 1990
10:00 A.M.

-- Invasion occurred 8/2/90
-- Saudis agreed to receive forces on 8/6/90
-- 1lst deployment on 8/8/90, but we began doing things on

8/2/90.

Could add 6 days to the times (that's why the

twelve days ago is circled.)

Page 2
Paragraph
Line
Line
Paragraph
Line

Paragraph

Page 3
Paragraph
Line

Paragraph
Line

Line

Paragraph
Line

Page 6
Paragraph
Line

Line
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Change "requiring" to "requireﬁ
Change "freedom" to "well being"

Insert so it reads "regime directly
hreatening a friendly country and the vital"
Insert so it reads "America, working with its
many friends and allies, will not be
deterred."

Add "And we are proud that so many friends
and allies from all over the world are

standing shoulder to shoulder with us." to
become the last sentence of the paragraph.

Add after sentence ending "any allies to
betray." -- "His Majesty King Fahd and the
people of Saudi Arabia understand these
truisms and took the common decision to stand
up to the bully to ask us with our friendship
going back over 45 years and others for
help."

Delete "and" so it reads "equality of
obligation" J

Delete "that side" and insert "the security
and independence of the Gulf states."

Delete "M-X, Midgetman," and insert "bomber"
so it reads "The B-2 bomber, "

Insert to read "Strategic Defense Initiative
and the option for ICBM modernization."
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. ‘And a )

deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new L2

L
>

C Lo
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walterk\“ o

Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a

[
legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb /
replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. //
I also want to mention today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley,f;;aﬂgigo soﬁégody Trve spent SCméK’Téﬂ\
time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's\

the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives

the orders, an entire division clears out. // My wife, Barbara.

Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary and fellow VFW
member Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //

As a Veteran, I want to salute the VFW on its 91st year.

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
recent inquiries. 1In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //

L

D
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who work with

John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //

((Second, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things into perspective. When an aide burst
~ into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
the Steinﬁrenner problem.")) //

I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
greater and more serious problem: the crisis in the Persian

A
Gulf. // A crisii:fﬁfzp;gzz\requiring American planniQ;T“\\\\\\\Er_‘

patience, and at times, personal sacrifice. But a crisis that we

must meet if we're to stop aggression and protect our own

freedom, and the peace and stability of countries around the

globe: /1l - ‘NB d&v—# w2 5:5”3'2_ /-6 + (R Davy <
. Ve ve? ' .
Twel;;ﬂgg;;~;;37j§;2:; bellefg prompted me to take action in .

the

le_East—to—préserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambition of a renegade'regime threatening the vital
inferests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that our cause is right. // And that while one
should not underestimate the fanatical determination of
extremists -- an even greater mistake would be to underestimate
America's commitment to our friends whenever our friends are’
imperiled. //

Today, the outcome is not yet dgdided. Hard choices remain.

But of this we are certain. BAmerica will not be deterred. // We
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3“ fﬁﬂ» b rgﬁ‘ |?L€
3 Q}},J’h B ,7@“\*
will not be bullied. // We will act to promote a common code and
rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of conflict. // - We
will preserve ouf economic independence. [/ Above all, when
some ask: Where does America stand? Our answer is: We stand.
against those who would use force to replace the rule of law with
the rule of the jungle. //
Fifty years ago, of course, another oppressor tried to-
bfutalize the family of ations.' In 1939, he could have been
stopped. In 1945, he/finally was, but at a terrible cost. //
We learned -- yo:S:7pw your history -- that we must stand up to

evil. It is:§>1

reaffirméd truths that speak to America, and to the world. //

which over the past twelve days has

The\first tn is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,
" Normandy, Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,

leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a

bully. He only crawls. // ¥We know if we don't stand up to our

enemies, our enemies will be standini over us. And that if we

betray our allies, we won't have an allies to betray. // So we

have sent u.s. forces to the Middle East -- reluctan ly; but

W
decisively. Know1ng, as Teddy Roosevelt sa1d that "Amerlcan|$
means many thi ”’-E:;B:f them], equality of rightS—and,—

’ oF D
therefore, equallt%Aand f obligation." // '

zria and -y Ao%MEL
,\abﬁ——"o‘ﬂ Lo
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow,—who—knows-—sSaudi

Fifty\years ago, an aggressor sought Aus

Agab%a»and:gygzte%se? We must stop such tyranny,and will.

Acting not alone, but in concert, to protect our own national
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security interests and global stability. Which brings me a

/”) )
gggggg\tgggg:;Eafflrmed by the past twelve days. By 1tse1f
“Jo s

America can do much. With e%h%r allles, America can freedom'
do-mo¥s. /] hna xshoui Hs uﬂ&wQﬂf
|

Think back to World War II, where together allles confronted

a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
Nations forees opposed totalitarianism. Today, even more,

Nations have joined to become ambassadors of peace -- a

cooperatlve force that will not stand by wh11e one country mugs

// UL ‘?\U..»-ub) @C

Look, for inetance, at?gperation Desert Shield. I salute

another.

dispatching fighter planes and the destroyer HMS8 York to the
Persian Gulf. // Look to nations from Canada to Turkey to
Australia. The cause of human dignity is in all of their debt.

y i Th1nk even of the SOV1et Union -- where Desert Shield shows 0¢¢ﬂ§2;f
&

how flsts once clenched in animosity can become hands joined in VMJMQ

Next, we come to the third truth affirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast
character of the Ameriean will. // Look .to the sands of Saudi
Arabia -- where brave Americans are doing their duty. Just as
you did at Okinaﬁa, Remagen, and Hamburger Hill. Think of tﬁe
men and women aboard our planes and battleships -- young, alone,
"and so_very far from home. // Are they frightened? Probabiy.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very
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definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble -- and 1
saiute the finest heroes any Nation could ever have. // Moreover,
I pledge to you: We will do ﬁhatever it takes to help them

complete their mission. //

This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past
twelve days. Although the gsize of America's armed forces in the
years ahead will be smaller because the threat to our security is
changing, America's defense capacity is, and must continue to be,
"a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that our
security needs can be met by an active force 25 percent smaller
than today's -- the lowest level since 1950. Yet, reduction in
numbers must not mean reduction in force. // That is what
Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: Instead of reliving

past contingencies, we're pre aring for the challenges of the

1990s and beyond. By ensuring that our troops are ready, and
trained, we can exert our Qresenée in key areas -- and respond
effectively to crisis. // Just look at how Operation Desert
Shield has linked manpower with need -- we got our soldiers where

and when they were needed -i not in weeks, but in days and hour;:]

Last week, the Commander of the. Joint Chiefs, General

Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest péacetingmﬁ~\\\
' Av mber parhjeytd
military in the history of America." Fewer in treoeop—strength, .~

—

but restructured, purposeful, and proud. //
But the past twelve days have also shown us the need for a

strong defense budget to support our troops. // As George
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Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared

Pl T

for war is one of the most/f» ctual, means of preserving peace."
Coven
Well, as Desert Shield has g%:ffi//Ifthe way to ensure war is

for Amé:ica to be militarily-weak, today's defense "resources"

can help America ensure the peace that comes from being
militarily strong. //

"Now, I know we're operating‘in a time of budget restraint:
We have limited resources -- we must utilize them wisely. The
budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and
won't be made easier by today's threat abroad. ~Eut we cannot

attack the deficit by attacking the very heart of our armed

forces. // Last week, I asked Congress to do what we have done -
- produce a budget proposal, including defense, that is both
responsive and responsible. When they do, I will listen --
‘listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make
no mistake: Tq stop aggression -- to keep America militarily }k&é%:
brepared -- I will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who are as Wy
"much in tune with our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the
Natidnal Anthen.//

Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,

finishing second means finishing last. So they reject what the

House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a $24
billion cut from our defense budget fbr Fiscal Year 1991. //
They know that giving peace a chance does not meanltaking a'
chance on peace. So they endorse what uitra-liberals have tried

" to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense
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Initiative. // BAmericans want arms negotiations to succeed --
knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasible without these
weapons systems. So recalliﬁg the adage, "Dance with the one who
brung you," they know that as our national defense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to

maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and I

need your help. //
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I

z=
B was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama - PJAJM
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation.(}%{j’ 70%}
AR
spoke of combat and the heroics of others -- but not of his own. gKFZ =
@ o
So his commanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been { T ¥ Y
. e_ ~ ~ m
wounded, but repeatedly braved fire/to pudi—out other wounded -- _ ELﬂ a
D hil
and was awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. IListening, I g ?g A
thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americans like - %_5’
Q
- | )
this down.)) // £ g

August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the

—L.

most—-crucial deployments of allied power since World War II.(Z%&)

\\ . -
y>Epe ‘_—¥;;pweeks ago, I demanded the complete and

unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqgi forces from Kuwait and the

restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government. Today, I say:

Those objectives are, and will remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember -- and that I'd like to close with:

D-Day -- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the



8
'sailors, soldiers, and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force.
/1
"You are about to embark," he told them, "upon a great
.cruséde -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you." And
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this gregt and noble undertaking."‘
Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members fought in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of
. "liberty-loving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, thé

world had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I

pledge to ydu: We will not make that mistake a

_Together we -an.cembab‘tyr'nny -- and help those Nations who
look t6 us for leadership and vision. Thank you for your support
and your prayers. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -
- these United States of America.

# # # #
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new
friends. // My thanks to all of you =-- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a

legend like Cooper Holt isn't eéasy -- but you've picked a superb

replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. //

I also want to mention today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley, and also somebody I've spent some
time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's
the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives

the orders, an entire division clears out. // My wife, Barbara.

Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secrétary and fellow VFW
member Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //

As a Veteran, I want to salute the VFW on its 91st year;

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
recent inquiries. 1In fesponse,‘I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who work with
John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //

((Second, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things into perspective. When an aide burst
into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
the Steinbrenner problem.")) !/ |

I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
greater and more serious problem: the crisis in the Persian
Gulf. // A crisis that will requiring American planning,
patience, and at times, personal sacrifice. But a crisis that we
must meet if we're to stop aggression and protect our own
freedom, and the peace and stability of countries around the
globe. //

Twelve days ago, these beliefs prompted me to take action in
the Middle East to preserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambition of a renegade regime threatening the vital
interests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that our cause is right. // And that while one
should not underestimate the fanatical determination of

 extremists -- anﬁeven greater mistake would be to underestimate

America's commitment to our friends whenever our friends are
imperiled. //
Today, the outcome is not yet decided. Hard choices remain.

But of this we are certain. America will not be deterred. // We
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will not be bullied. // We will act to promote a common code and
rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of conflict. // We
will preserve our economic independence. // Above all, when
some ask: Where does America stand? Our answer is: We stand
against those who would.use_ferce.to replace the rule of law with
the rule of the jungle. //

Fifty years ago; of course, another oppressor tried to
brutalize the family of Nations. In 1939, he could have been
stopped. 1In 1945, he finally was, but at a terrible cost. //

We learned -- you know your history -- that we must stand up to
evil. It is a lesson which over the past twelve days has
reaffirmed truths that speak to America, and to the world. !/
The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,
Normandy, Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,

leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a

bully. He only crawls. // We know if we don't stand up to our
enemies, our enemies will be standing over us. And that if we
betray our allies, we won't have any allies to betray. // So we

have sent U.S. forces to the Middle East -- reluctantly, but
decisively. Knowing, as Teddy Roosevelt said, that "Amefican
means many things. ([Among them], equality of rights and,
therefore, equality and of obligation." //

Fifty years ago, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it;s Kuwait -- tomerrow, who knows, Saudi
Arabia and what else? We must stop such tyranny, and will.

Acting not alone, but in concert, to protect our own national
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security interests and global stability. Which brings me a

second truth reaffirmed by the past twelve days. By itself,

America can do much. With other allies, America can help freedom
do more. // |

Think back to World War II, where together allies confronted
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
Nations forces opposed totalitariansm. Today, even more, Nations
have joined to become ambassadors of peace -- a cooperative force

that will not stand by while one country mugs another. //

Look, for instance, at a bulwark of Operation Desert Shield.

I salute Egypt, Morocco, and Great Britain for dispatching
fighter planes and the destroyer HM8 York to the Persian Guilf. //

Look to nations from Canada to Turkey from Australia to Egypt.
The cause of human dignity is in all of their debt. // Think

even of the Soviet Union -- where Desert S8hield shows how fists

once clenched in animosity can become hands joined in
partnership.
Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast
character of the American will. // Look to the sands of Saudi
Arabia -- where brave Ameriéans are dding their duty. Just as
you did at Okinawa, Remagen, and Hamburger Hill. Think of the
men and women aboard our planes and battleships -- young, alone,
and so very far from home..// Are they f;ightened? Probably.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very

definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble -- and I
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salute the finest heroes any Nation could ever have. // Moreover,
I pledge to you: We will do whatever it takes to help them
complete their mission. //

This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past
twelve days. Although the size of America's armed forces in the
years ahead will be smaller because the threat to our security is
changing, Americais defense capacity is, and must continue to be,
"a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that our
security needs can be met by an active force 25 percent smaller
than today's -- the lowest level since 1950. Yet, reduction in
numbers must not mean reduction in forece. // That is what
Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: 1Instead of reliving
past cqntingencies, we're preparing for the challenges of the
1990s and beyénd. By ensuring that our troops are ready, and
trained, we can exert our presence in key areas -- and respond

effectively to crisis. // Just look at how Operation Desert

' Shield has linked manpower with need -- we got our soldiers where
and when they were needed -- not in weeks, but in days and hours.
//

Last week, the Commander of thé Joint Chiefs, General
Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest peacetime
military in the history of America." Fewer in troop strength,
~but restructured, purposeful, and proud. //

But the past twelve days have also shown us the need for a
strong defense budget to support our troops. // As George

Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared
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for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace."
Well, as Desert Shield has shown: If the way to ensure war is

for America to be militarily weak, today's defense "resources"

can help America ensure the peace that comes from being
militarily strong. //

Now, I know we're operating in a time of budget restraint:
We have limited resources -- we must utilize them wisely. The
budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and
won't be made easier by today's threat abroad. But we cannot
attack the deficit by attacking}the Very heart of our armed
‘forces. // Last week, I asked Congress to do what we have done -
- produce a budget proposal, including defense, that is both
responsive and responsible. When they do, I .will listen --
listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make
no mistake: To stop aggression -- to keep America militarily
prepared -~ I will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who are as
much in tune with our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the
National Anthem.//

Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,
finishing second means finishing last. So they reject‘what the
House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a $24
billion cut from our defense budget for Fiscal Year 1991. //
They know.thét giving peace a chance does not mean taking a
charice on peace. So they endorse what ultra-liberals have tried
to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense

Initiative. // Americans want arms negotations to succeed --
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knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasible without these
weapons systems. So recalling'the adage, "Dance with the one who
brung you," they know that as our national defense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to
maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and T

need_your help. //
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I

was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He
spoke of combat and the heroics of others -- but not of his own.
So his comﬁanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been

woundéd, but repeatedly braved fire to pull out other wounded --

and was awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I
thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americéns like
this down.)) //

August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the
most crucial deployments of allied power since World War II. In

my speech of two weeks ago, I demanded the complete and

unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from Kuwait and the
restoration of Ruwait's legitiméte government. Today, I say:

Those objectives are, and will remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember -- and that I'd like to close with:

D-Day -- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the
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sailors, soldiers,.and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force.
7 |

"You are about to embark,"™ he told them, "upon a great
crusade -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywheré march with you." And
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this great and noble undertaking."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members foﬁght in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
' David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of
“libefty-loving people everywhere." Half-a;century ago, the
world.had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I
Pledge to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

Together we can combat tyranny -- and help those Nations who
look to us for leadership and vision. Thank you for your support
and your prayers. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -~
-~ these United States of America.

# # # #
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Ladies and gentlemeh, it isté privilege to join you. 'And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new -
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a
-legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb
replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. //

I also want to mention today's honorees. 4Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley, and also somebody I've spent some
time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's
the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives
. the orders, an entire division clears.out. // My wife, Barbara.

Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary»and fellow VFW
@ember Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //

As a Veteran, I want to salute the VFW on its 91st year.

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
recent inquiries. In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as ali who work with
John Suhunu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //:

((Second, on the foreign scené, it takes something like the
Middle Easﬁ to put things into'pérspective. When an aide burst
into my office:in early_August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
: the-Stéinbrenner problem.")) // |
I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
' greater and more serious problem: the crisis in the-Persian
Gulf. // A crisis tha%—wiziz;;;uiring American planning,
patience, and at times, bersénal sacrifice. But a crisis that we
must meet if we're to stop aggression and protect our own |
fféedom, and ,the peace and stability of countries around the
globe. // |

 Twelve days ago, these beliefs prompted me to take'actioh in
the Middle East to preserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambition of a renegade regime threatening the vital
interésts of Amefica. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that ouf'cause is right. // And that while one
_should not underestimate the fanatical determination of
. extremists -->an even greater mistake would be to'underestimate
America's commitment to our friends whenever our friends are
imperiled. //

. Today, the oﬁtcome is not yet decided. Hard choicesﬂremain.'

But of this we are certain. America will not be deterred. // We
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will not be bullied. // We will act tq promote a common cﬁde and
rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of conflict. // We
will preserve our economic independence. [/ Above all, when
'some ask: Where does America stand? Our answer is: We stand
against those who would use force to replacé the rule of law with»
the rule of the jungle. //

Fifty years aéo, of course, another oppressor tried to
brutalize the family of Nations. 1In 1939, he could have been
stopped. In 1945, he finally was, but at a terrible cost. //
We learned -- yoﬁ know your history -- that we must stand up to
evil. It is a lesson which over the past twelve days has
reaffirmed truths that speak to America, and to the world. l/

The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,
Normandy, ' Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,

leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a

bully. He only crawls. // We know if we don't stand up to our
enemies, our enemies will be standing over us. 2And that if we

betray our allies, we won't have any allies to betray. // So we
' have sent U.S. forces to the Middle East -- reluctantly, but

decisively. Knowing, as Teddy Roosevelt said, that "American
means many thingsf [Among them], equality of rights and,
theféfore, equality and of obligation." //

| Fifty years ago, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow, who knows, Saudi
Arabia and what else? We must stop such tyranny, and will.

Acting not alone, but in concert, to protect our own national
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éecurity interests and global stability. Which brings me a
éedond truth reaffirmed by the past twelve days. By itself,
America can do much. With other allies, America can help freedom
do more. // |

'Think back to World War II; ﬁhere together allies confronted
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where ﬁnited
Nations forces opposed totalitarianism. Today, even more,
Nations have joined to become ambassadors of peace -- a
cooperative force that will not étand by while one country mugs
another. //

Look, for instance, at Operation Desert Shield. I salute

Eqypt and Morocco for their troop support, and Great Britain for

dispatching fighter planes and the destroyer HM8 York to the

Persian Gulf. // Look to nations from Canada_ to Turkey to

Australia. The cause of human dignit is in all of their debt.
1/ Think even of the Soviet Union -- where Desert Shield shows
how fists once clenched in animosity can become hands joined in

partnership; .
Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast
character of the American will. // Look to the sands of Saudi
Arabia -- where brave Americans are doing'their duty. Just as

you did at Okinawa, Remagen, and Haﬁburger Hill. Think of the

men and women aboard our planes and battleships -- young, alone,

Aand so very far from home. // Are they frightened? Probably.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very
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definition of coﬁrage. They make us proud, and humb;e'-i and I
salute the finest heroes any Nation could ever ﬁave. // Moreover,
I pledge to you: We will do whatever it takes to help them

,completé their mission. //

This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past

twelve days. -Although the size of America's armed forces in the
years ahéad will be smaller because the threat to our security is
changing, America's defense capacity is, and must continue to be,
"a leén, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that our
security needs can be met by an active force 25 percent smaller
than today's -- the lowest level since 1950. Yet, reduction in

numbers must not mean reduction in force. // That is what

Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: Instead of reliving
past contingencies, we're preparing for the challenges of the
19905 and beyond. By ensuring that our troops are ready, and
‘traihed, we can exert our presence in key areas -- and respond
effectively tovcrisis. // Just look at how Operation Désert
Shieid has linked manpower with need -- we got our soldiers where
and when they were needed -—.not in weeks, but in days and hours.
//

Last week, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs, Genefal
Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest peacetime
military in the history of America." Fewer in troop strength,
but restructured, purposeful, and proud. //

.But the past twelvg days have also shown us the need for a

strong defense budget to support our troops. // As George
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Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared
for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace."

Well, as Desert Shield has shown: If the way to ensure war is

for America to be militarily weak, today's defense "resources"
can help‘AmeriCa ensure the ggggg that comes from being
ﬁilitarily strong. //

Now, I know ﬁe're operating in a time of budget restraint:
We have limited resources -- we must utilize them wisely. The
budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and
won't be made easier by today's threat abroad. But we cannot
‘;ttack the deficit by attacking the very heaft of our armed
forces. // Last week, I asked Congress to do what we-have done -
- produce a budget proposal, including defense, that is both
responsive and responsible. When they do, I will listen --
listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make
no mistake: To stop aggiession -- to keep Ameriéa militarily
prepared -- I will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who -are as

much in tune with our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the

Nationai Anthem.7//

- Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,
finishing second means finishing last. So they reject what the
House Armed Services Committee recéntly suggested -- a $24
billion cut from our defense budget for Fiscal Year 1991. //
They know that giving peace a chance does not mean taking a
chance on peace. So they endorse Whét ultra-liberals have tried

to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense
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Initiative. // Americans want arms negotiations to succeed --
knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasibie without these
weapons systems. So recalling the adage, "Dance with the one who
brung you," they know that as our ﬁational defense policies have

helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to
maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and I

need your help. //
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I

was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He
spoke of combat and the heroics of others -- but not of his own.
So his commanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been
wounded, but repeatedly braved fire to pull out other wounded --
and was awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I
thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americans like
this down.)) //

August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the
most cruciai deployments of allied power since World War II. 1In

my speech of two wéeks ago, I demanded the complete and

unconditional withdrawal of all Iragi forces from Kuwait and the
restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government. Today, I say:
Those objectives are, and will remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember -- and that I'd like to close with:

D-Day -- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the
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sailors, soldiers, and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force.

/1

"You are about to embark," he told them, "upon a great

crusade -- the'eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-lqving people everywhere march with you." And
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the

blessing of alﬁighty God, upon this great and noble undertakihg."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members fought in
World War II. Many of you serﬁing -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of’
"liberty-loving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, the
world had the chanceAto stop an aggressor, and missed it. I
pledge to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

Together we‘can combat tyraﬁny -- and help those Nations who
look to us for leadership and vision. Thank you for your support
and your prayers. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -
- these United States of America.

# ¥ # #
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties =-- and to greet new
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a
legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb
replacement. To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. //

I also want to mention today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley, and also somebody I've spent some
time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's
the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives
the orders, an entire division clears out. // My wife, Barbara.

Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary and fellow VFW
member Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //

As avVeteran, I want to salute the VFW on its 91st year.

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
recent inquiries. In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who work with
John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //

((Second, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things into perspective. When an aide burst
into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved
the Steinbrenner problem.")) //

I am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss a far
greater and more serious problem: the crisis in the Persian
Gulf. // ﬁ ciisis thatJ;ggg%;equiring American planning,
patiencéng;g—%gL€2mes, personal sacrifice. But a crisis that we’
' must meet if we're to stop aggression and protect our own
freedom, and the peace and stability of countries around the
globe. //

Twelve days ago, these beliefs prompted me to také action in
the Middle East to preserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
the raw ambition of a renegade regime threatening the vital
interests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not
be easy -- but that our cause is right. // And that while one
should not underestimate the fanatical determination of
extremists -- an even greater mistake would be to underestimate
America's commitment to our friends whenever our friends are
imperiled. //

Today, the outcome is not yet decided. Hard choices remain.

But of this we are certain. America will not be deterred. // We
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will not be bullied. // We will act to promote a common code and
rule of law that promotes cooperation instead of confliet. // We
will preserve our economic independence. // Above all, when
some ask: Where does America stand? Our answer is: We stand
;Xi against those who would use force to ?iiijplace the rule of law
with the rule of the jungle. //

Fifty years ago, of course, another oppressor tried to
brutalize the family of Nations. 1In 1939, he could have been
stopped. 1In 1945, he finally was, but at a terrible cost. //

We learned -- you know your history -- that we must stand up to
evil. It is a lesson,/which over the past twelve days has
><; reaffirmed truths that speak trt:jf to America, and to the world.
i
The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,
Normandy, Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,
leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a

bully. He only crawls. // We know if we don't stand up to our

enemies, our enemies will be standing over us. And that if we

betray our allies, we won't have any allies to betray. // So we

have sent U.S. forces to the Middle East -- reluctantly, but
decisively. Knowing, as Teddy Roosevelt said, that "American
means many things. [Among them], equality of rights and,
therefore, equality and of obligation." //
Fifty years ago, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow, who knows, Saudi
txr Arabia and what else?/We must stop such tyranny, and will. Acting

ot
e
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not aldne. but in concert, to protect our own national security
interests and global stability. Which brings me a gsecond truth
reaffirmed by the past twelve days. By itself, America can do
much. With other allies, America can help freedom do more. //

Think back to World War II, where together allies confronted
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
Nations forces opposed totalitariansm. Today, even more, Nations
have joined to become ambassadors of peace -- a cooperative force

that will not stand by while one country mugs another. //
Wi

of
%bekf/fg; instance,'ét/g’bulwark of Operation Desert Shield. | 513

I salute E t, Morroco, and Great Britain for dispatching ; ,T“"k
3
fighteréplanes and the destroyer HM8 York to the Persian Gulf. // L1

Nn\d ° C{) M h.a" +, \'(e
;sok—tﬁ/;;:;ons from Canada to Turkef\ﬁfem Australiaffii%ﬁéﬁiﬂ;g; ?ﬁf,,:)

Ciff?iet Union -- where Desert Shield shows how fists once clenched

2
in animosity can become hands joined in partnership. C%Le cause

of human dignity is in all of their debt. //

Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last

twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast
DR—TT ka-bg)
><‘character of the American will. // ©Beek &6 the sands of Saudi

Arabia -- where brave Americans are doing their duty. Just as
look +o

you did at Okinawa, Remagen, and Hamburger Hill. \Ehiﬂk the

men and women aboard our planes and battleships -- young, alone,

and so very far from home. // Are they frightened? Probably.

Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the very

definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble -- and I

salute the finest heroes any Nation could ever have. // Moreover,
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I pledge to you: We will do whatever it takes to help them
complete their mission. //

This means realizing the fourth truth reaffirmed by the past
twelﬁe days. Although the size of America's armed forces in the
years ahead will be smaller because the threat to our security is
changing,-ézgmerica's defense capacity is, and must continue to
be, "a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we estimate that
our security needs can be met by an active force 25 pegEEent
smaller than today's -- the 1owest level since 1950. Yet)
reduction in numbers must not mean reduction in force. // That
is what Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: Instead of
reliving past contingencies, we're preparing for the challenges
of the 1990s and beyond. By ensuring that our troops are ready,
and trained, we can exert our presence in key areas -- and
respond effectively to crisis. ii\&ﬁgst look at how Operation
Desert Shield has linked manpdﬁér with need -~ we got our

soldiers where and when they were needed -- not in weeks, but in

.days and hours. //

Last week, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs, General
Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest peacetime
military in the history of America." Fewer in troop strength,
but restructured, purposeful, and proud. //

&C But//éhe past twelve days have glso shown us the need for a
strong defense budget to support our troops. // As George
Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To be prepared

for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace."
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Well, as Desert Shield has shown: If the way to ensure war is
for America to be militarily weak, today's defense "resources"
can help America ensure the peace that comes from being
militarily strong. //

Now, I know we're operating in a time of budget restraint:
We have limited resources -- we must utilize them wisely. The
budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and
won't be made easier by today's threat abroad. But we cannot

attack the deficit by attacking the very heart of our armed

forces. // Last week, I asked Congress to do what we have done -
- produce a budget proposa%)including defense, that is both
responsive and responsible. When they do, I will listen --
listen, but not break faith with the troops I command. // Make
no mistake: To stop aggression -- to keep America militarily
prepared ~- I will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who are as
much in tune with our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the
National Anthem.//

Most Americans know that when it comes to national defense,
finishing second means finishing last. So they reject what the
House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a $24
billion cut from our defense budget for Fiscal Year 1991. //
They know that giving peace a chance does not mean taking a
chance on peace. So they endorse what ultra-liberals have tried
to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense
Initiative. // Americans want arms negotations to succeed --

knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasible without these
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weapons systems. So recalling the adage, "Dance with the one who
brung you,ﬁ they know that as our national defense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today to
maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and I
need your help. // o sk
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I
was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He
)<;poke of combat and the heroics of otherr:i but not of his own.

So his commanding officer filled in the rest. This medic had been

wounded, but repeatedly braved fire to pull out other wounded --

ﬂ‘éand was awarded the Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I
thought to myself: I will never -- ever -- let Americans like
this down.)) //

August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the
most crucial deployments of allied power since World War II. In

my speech of two weeks ago, I demanded the complete and

unconditional withdrawal of all Iragi foYrces from Kuwait and the

restoration of Ruwait's legitimate government. Today, I say:

Those objectives are, and will remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. A cause perhaps best shown by a
moment many of you remember -- and that I'd like to close with:
D-Day -- June 6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the

sailors, soldiers, and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force.

//
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"You are about to embark," he told them, "upon a great
crusade -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you." And-
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this great and noble undertaking."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW members fought in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of
"liberty-loving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, the
world had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I
pledge to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

Together we can combat tyranny -- and help those Nations who
look to us for leadership and vision. Thank you for your support
and your prayers. And may God bless the land we so deeply love -

- these United States of America.

# # # #
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a privilege to join you. And a
deep personal pleasure to renew old ties -- and to greet new
friends. // My thanks to all of you -- but especially to Walter
Hogan, doing a great job as your Commander in Chief. Following a

legend like Cooper Holt isn't easy -- but you've picked a superb

replacement. [To both Walter and Cooper, a heart-felt salute. //

I also want to mention today's honorees. Major General
James Fretland, Bud Dudley, and also somebody I've spent some
time with over the years. // Any of our kids will tell you she's
the five-star general in our family. Believe me, when she gives

the orders, an entire division clears out. // My wife, Barbara.

Finally, I want to thank my V.A. Secretary and fellow VFW
ﬁember Ed Derwinski. // Ed's got so much going on -- but I'm
especially happy to see the work he's doing to improve our
veterans' hospitals. His Department is intent on serving you --
much as you have served America. //

As a Veteran, I want to salute the VFW on its 91st year.

And to note how we meet amid great challenges -- foreign and
domestic. ((First, domestic. I have been deluged by a flood of
recent inquiries. In response, I want you to know that Millie is

fully recovered from a brief brush with lead poisoning. //
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((Barbara was pretty concerned -- but as all who wqfk with
John Sununu know, it wasn't the first time the words "get the
lead out" have been heard around the White House.)) //

((Second, on the foreign scene, it takes something like the
Middle East to put things into perspective. When an aide burst
into my office in early August and said, "There's a dictator on
the rampage," I replied, "I thought the Yankees already solved

.the Steinbrenner problem.")) //

A Teful  have Hu oppmM‘t/

I am £ to be=here to discuss a far greater and more
serious problem: the crisis in the Persian Gulf. // A crisis
tHat w§§$.requ1rgwkmerlcan plannlng, patience, and at times,.

R "l - s+o;> cazg ves s onamnde
personal sacrifice. But,that we must meet if we're to ég;sepvePrv*eCt
Rk etz
ﬁuﬁ—way—eﬁ—éé§e7-oupwownwﬁmeedemv and the edohm of -Frderdly
countries around the globe. //
ese '

Twelve days ago, this beli?é;Erompted me to take action in

the Middle East to preserve the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter
Do gudlihoen

the aggaégs:én of a renegade regime threatening the vital

interests of America. I acted knowing that our cause might not

LI/2S:
be asy -- but that our cause haSEaéweys-been right. // And that

W‘#/ cot da{e/}fi’w et e K{-(M
while one should not underestimate the zeadotxry of thugs -- an
even greater mistake would be to underestimate America's

cun facvda W) el
commitment to geaee whenever 1m er11ed //
Today, the outcome is not yet decided. Hard choices remain.
But of this we are certain. We will preéerve our economic
independence. We will not be bullied -- America will not be

3
deterred. // We will act to promote a common code and rule of
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law that promotes cooperation instead of conflicty//Abeve all,
when some ask: Where does America stand? Oué answer is: We

stand against those who would use force to to replace the rule of

law with the rule of the jungle. //

0P

iq28
Fifty years ago, of course, another ﬂﬁrj ried to brutalize if
1239, he i Gn 194G ke Weez
the family of Nations. && could have stoppedniﬁﬁm ~andw€kmf¥==ﬁﬁut

so-belatedly ,—and~-at smwsh-a terrible cost. j// We learned -- you
;@ﬁﬁm rr

know your history -- that we must stand up to*ev11.

rlgntﬂeﬁnpeep%e—--5~
Tt wvwa

Y|
Lessoné Jgﬁsg which over the past twelve days have:been%?
st Speoti
reaffirmed ag truths . —EFet=me=briefly-suggest-what-these~truths

Rra-work—as—they—choose.

—o
wa¥% to America, andehe world. //
The first truth is as vivid as the memories of Verdun,

Normandy, Pork Chop, Bataan. Put simply: Aggression, unchecked,

leads to more aggression. No one walks away from appeasing a
bully. He only crawls. // We know if we don't stand up to our

enemies, our enemies will be stan%ing over us. 2And that if we

betray our allies, we won't have an allies to betray. // So we

v Q. Ssfove
have sent s@@§$§m54to the Mlddle East --= reluctantly, but

decisively. Knowing, as Teddy Roosevelt said, that "American
means many things. [Among them], equality of rights and,
therefore, equality and of obligation." //

Fifty years ago, an aggressor sought Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Today, it's Kuwait -- tomorrow, who knows, Saudi
Arabia and what else? We must stop such tyranny, and will. Acting

not alone, but in concert, to protect our own national security
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interests and global stability. Which brings me a gecond truth
reaffirmed by the past twelve days. By itself, America can do
much. With other allies, America can help freedom do more. //
Think back to World War II, where together allies confronted
a horror which embodied hell on earth. Or Korea, where United
Natiéns forces opposed totalitariansm. Today, even more, Nations

have joined to become ambassadors of peace ~- a cooperative force

that will not stand by while one country mugs another./ // >

4knmﬁ%mm»&@g—days-wheﬁ“ﬁﬁérrE?‘WfEffhgﬁgn&

N et e

-a&Eaek. |\ Look, for instance, at a bulwark of Operation Desert
étﬁvﬁfﬁm-d VNV et f) YA cii@ao ol ptsleas

Shield. I salute.Great Britain for dispatching fighter planes

and the destroyer HMS York to the Persian Gulf. // Look.aiCJ
/%a¢bfﬂs eV -, Sa)et (LwedM ¢

ZFEees from Canada to Turke aﬁd Australia,to ¢ The cause

of human dignity is 1n’y9ur debt. /[

Security-Council—-YourSupport—of—=sanetiens—~has—burnished the

,«merningwseafmeﬁmf@eedemnmy/ —Tﬁﬁﬁm§§§=ékqﬁﬁhﬁﬂ?“tﬁ§“SovretﬂUnﬁen

e R T A W S LT . | I — -

<ii\ihere Desert Shield shows how fists once clenched in an1m051ty

e

e ot e

can become hands joined in partnershlp. fWhe—wpu%Q:have—%heught

Pog o Do

;;_::_gMgn_Qn@_shgns.ygaxmagc,mﬁmhgnuﬁsmmandmuﬁsmsvkn knowing—
/ _/
__that while a new era. of peace. has_arrived.with-the-closing=of=~the=—

Amerlcan-SOV1et 1f,. a_threat_to.our-security-remains—as long as

OS mmreme—ars

—Self=determination=is~challenged--in-the-Persian=Gul =7

Next, we come to the third truth reaffirmed by the last
twelve days -- as veterans, it won't surprise you: The steadfast

character of the American will. // Look to the sands of Saudi
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Arabia -- where brave Americans ar ERG-SeY do their,duty.
Just as you did at Okinawa, ;;;ma en, and Hamburger Hiil, Think -
of the men and women aboardL;;f planes and battleships -- young, ‘
alone, and so very far from home. // Are they frightened? ¥ea=. o

bede. Yet they've overcome their fear -- which, after all, is the

very definition of courage. They make us proud, and humble --

and I salute the finest heroes any Nation could ever have. //

Moreover, I pledge to you: We will do whatever it takes to help
them complete their mission. //

This means realizing thé fourth truth reaffirmed by the past
twelve days. Although the giZze of America's arqu forces will be

Ve facae) Us Hrcat o Fosontriss s pecrTiy > Chorgors 7
smaller -s-thanks=te=less—immediate—-threat—to-Einrope=and=less.

threat of-global-war -- America's defense capacity is, and must

continue to be, "a lean, mean fighting machine."// By 1995, we

estimate that our security needs can be met by an active force 25
per cent smaller than today's -- the lowest levelksince 1950.
Yet, reduction in numbers must not mean reduction in force. //

/

That is what Operation Desert Shield proves so vividly: Instead

of reliving past contingencies, we're preparing. for the
challenges of the 1990s and beyond. By ensuring that our troops

are ready, and tralned we can exert our presence in key areas -

- and respond effectively to crisis. //(ji:>

Last week, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs, General
Powell, spoke to this when he praised "the finest peacetime
military in the history of America." Fewer in troop-strength,.
but restructured, purposeful, and proud. // /Just look at how

/

ol
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Operation Desert ShleI//has llnked manpower with need -- we got

\

owe_
our soldiers where and when they*re\needed -- not in weeks, but u~

— el
days and hours. [7’/ﬁ—__~ﬂ

cggm;tment~to~a~strong*natiﬁﬁ”l“déféﬁge“~—Thewpasc~twelue_daxs__,mm
respond: -Our-restructured military—-ecan—make-this—-commitment—real.—

)41(«‘7‘ e ﬁq/a:(_- Uepeloe aeeyd Aavt lad W«A M D
d f t def et to support “troops.
~iﬁﬁﬂt71%e nee or a strong ense ggggv,“ PP our P

// As George Washington said in his first inaugural address, "To

be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of

\ preserving peace." Well, as Desert Shield has shown: If the
(\’0 gk way to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak,
_— today's defense "resources" can help America ensure the peace

that comes from being militarily strong. /f/
Now, I know we're operating in a time of budget restraint:
We have limited resources -- we must utilize them wisely. The
budget deficit is a threat to our vital interests at home, and
won't be made easier by today's threat abroad. But we cannot
s Ny Kaan

attack the deficit by attackinngur armed forces. // Last week

P/vctu.«df e O ‘/’
I asked Congress to do what we have done --

\ IHCZ(,L(L“ (‘((ztcl./q W
proposa 2 tha oth responsive and respoeflble. When they

{zutﬁ'; WIH_ Jha fr0008 lowmond
do, I will listen -- listen, but not breaky // Make no mistake:
To stop aggression -- to keep America militarily prepared -- I

will oppose the big Pentagon cutters who are as much in tune with

our defense needs as Roseanne Barr is with the National Anthem.//
Most Americans know that when it comes £o national defense,

finishing second means finishing last. So they reject what the

House Armed Services Committee recently suggested -- a $24



7
billion cut from our defensé budget for Fiscal Year 1991. //
They know that giving peace a chance does not mean taking a
chance on peace. So they endorse what ultra-liberals have tried
to kill: The M-X, Midgetman, B-2, and Strategic Defense
Initiative. // Americans want arms negotations to succeed --
knowing an historic START treaty isn't feasible without these
weapons systems. So recalling the adage, "Dance with the one who
brung you," they know that as our national defense policies have
helped us gain the peace -- we need a strong defense today. to
maintain that peace. // I will fight for that defense -- and I

need your help. //
((Let me tell you a story about why I feel so strongly. I

was talking to some of the young soldiers who liberated Panama -
- and I asked one of them -- a medic -- about the operation. He.
Spys Ond e hMnpies of qubelip | "'-"I\,Bf&OWﬂ ,
-beid of combat,-- but not of -himself. So his commanding officer
filled in the rest. This medic had been wounded, but repeatedly

braved fire to pull out other wounded -- and was awarded the

Silver Star for Bravery. Listening, I thought to myself: I will

never -- ever -- let Americans like this down.)) //

miJi1zuaL4wNEH%ﬂTyErayﬁcﬁr’heritageﬂas—guardians=e£—£§eed@mvma@m=~,
|
his—buddies%»d%hé%Eknowfthﬁf&VTtfdriéE“Bﬁ“HTEfﬁﬁfaBEttféﬁﬁﬁhhrta
deserve support.-from-the=United=States—Congressi—/-/—above~all;~

they know.that=to-stop—dictators—will-reguire—Americats~will,

«~Manpower; - and Te€sSOoUrces == stopping tyranny, and Helping our ===,

friends,—in-a=historic~hour—of=need-c-//.
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August 1990 has witnessed what history will judge one of the
most crucial deployments of allied power since World War II. 7?‘%77
pM%mmmw I
Feeedom. // In my speech of two weeks ago, I demanded the
complete and unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi folirces from
Kuwvait and the restoration of Kuwait's legimitate government.
Today, I say: Those objectives are, and ﬁill remain, unchanged.

Will it take time? Of course. For we are engaged in a
cause larger than ourselves. JFt—is—the—cause—of—Tiberty——~——what-.
Americans—fought; and died—fors;—at-Bunker-Hill,—Gettysburgy—at-

_Anzio .—and—=TrclioN™ A cause perhaps best shown by a moment many
of-yoﬁ remember -- and that I'd. like to close with: D-Day -- June
6, 1944. As Dwight Eisenhower addressed the sailors, soldiers,
and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force. //

"You are about to embark," he told them, "upon a great
crusade -- the eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you." And
then Ike spoke this moving prayer: "Let us all beseech the
blessing of almighty God, upon this great and noble undertaking."

Fellow veterans, more than half of all VFW membefs fought in
World War II. Many of you serving -- as I did -- under Dwight
David Eisenhower. // You know how America remains the hope of
"liberty-loving people everywhere." Half-a-century ago, the

world had the chance to stop an aggressor, and missed it. I

pledge to you: We will not make that mistake again. //

T
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