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THE WHITE HOQUSE

Office of the Press Sacretary

For Immediate Release August 8, 1990
ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE NATION

The Oval Office
9:00 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: 1In the life of a nation, we're called
upon to define who we are and what we believe. Sometimes these
choices are not easy. But today as President, I ask for your support
in a decision I've made to stand up for what's right and condemn
what's wrong -- all in the cause of peace.

At my direction, elements of the 82nd Airborne Division,
as well as key units of the United States Air Force are arriving
today to take up defensive positions in Saudi Arabia. I took this
action to assist the Saudi Arabian government in the defense of its
homeland.

No one commits America's Armed Forces to a dangerous
mission lightly. But after perhaps unparalleled international
consultation and exhausting every alternative, it became necessary to
take this action. Let me tell you why. .

Less than a week ago, in the early morning hours of
August 2nd, Iraqi armed forces, without provocation or warning,
invaded a peaceful Kuwait. Facing negligible resistance from its
much smaller neighbor, Iraq's tanks stormed in blitzkrieg fashion
through Kuwait in a few short-hours. With more than 100,000 troops,
along with tanks, artillery and surface-to-surface missiles, Iraq now
occupies Kuwait.

This aggression came just hours after Saddam Hussein
specifically assured numerous countries in the area that there would
be no invasion. There is no justification whatscever for this
outrageous and brutal act of aggression.

A puppet regime imposed from the ocutside is unacceptable.
The acquisition of territory by force is unacceptable. No one,
friend or foe, should doubt our desire for peace, and no one should
underestimate our determination to confront aggression.

Four simple principles guide our policy. First, we seek
the immediate, unconditional and complete withdrawal of all Iraqi
forces from Kuwait. Second, Kuwait's legitimate government must be
restored to replace the puppet regime. And third, my administration,
as has been the case with every President from President Roosevelt to
President Reagan, is committed to the security and stability of the
Persian Gulf. And fourth, I am determined to protect the lives of
American citizens abroad. ‘

Inf¥¥iately after the Iraqi invasion, I ordered an
embargo of all,trade with Iraq and, together with many other nations,
announced llnéi%anl that Lzeh foszc 21l Iragl assets in this country
auu protacted Ruwait's assets. The stakes are high. 1Iraq is already
a rich and powerful country that possesses the world's second largest
reserves of oil and over a million men under arms. It's the fourth

largest military in the world.

Our country now imports nearly half the oil it consumes
and could face a major threat to its economic independence. Much of
the world is even more dependent upon imported oil and is even more
vulnerable to Iragi threats.

MORE
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We succeeded in the struggle for freedom in Europe
because we and our allies remain stalwvart. Keeping the peace in the
Middle East will require no less. Wa're beginning a new era. This
new era can be full of promise. An age of freedom. A time of peacs
for all peoples. But if history teaches us anything, it is that ve
must resist aggression or it will destroy our freedoms. Appeasezent
does not work. As was the case in the 1930s, we seas in Saddan
Hussein an aggresasive dictator threatening his neighbors. only 14
days ago Saddam Husgein promised his friends he would not invade
Kuwalt. And four days ago he promised the world he would withdraw,
And twice we have seen what his promises mean. His promises mean

nothing.

In the last few days I've spoken with political leaders
from the Middle East, Europe, Asia and the Americas, and I've zmet
with Prime Minister Thatcher, Prime Minister Mulroney, and NATO
Secretary General Woerner. And all agree that Irag cannot be allowed
to benefit from its invasion of Kuwait. -

We agree that this is not an American problea or a
European problem or a Middle East problem. It is the world's
problem. And that's why, soon after the Iraqli invasion, the United
Nations Security Council, without dissent, condemned Iraq, calling
for the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of its troops froa
Kuwait. The Arab world, through both the Arab League and the Gulf
Cooperation Council, courageously announced its opposition to Iraqi
aggression. Japan, the United Kingdom, and France, and other
governments around the world have imposed sevars sanctions. The
Soviet Union and China ended all arms sales to Iraq.

And this past Monday, the United Nations Security Council
approved for the first time in 23 years mandatory sanctions under
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. These sanctions, now
enshrined in international law, have the potential to deny Iraq the
fruits of aggression, while sharply limiting its ability to either
import or export anything of value -- especially oil.

I pledge here today that the United States will do its
part to see that these sanctions are effective and to induce Iraq to
withdraw without delay from Kuwait.

But we must recognize that Iraq may not stop using force
to advance its ambitions. 1Iraq has massed an enormous war machine on
the Saudi border, capable of initiating hostilities with little or no
additional preparation. Given the Iragi government's history of
aggression against its own citizens as well as its neighbors, to
assume Iraq will not attack again would be unwise and unrealistic.

And therefore, after consulting with King Fahd, I sent
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney to discuss cooperative measures we
could take. Following those meetings the Saudi government requested
our help. And I responded to that request by ordering U.S. air and
ground forces to deploy to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Let me be clear. The sovereign independence of Saudi
Arabia is of vital interest to the United States. This decision,
which I shared with the congressional leadership, grows out of the
longstanding friendship and security relationship between the United
States and Sa Arabia. U.S. forces will work together with those
of Saudi Arabfa and other nations to preserve the integrity of Saudi
Arabia and tosdater further Iragi aggression. ) .

— Thfzugh their presence, as well as through training and
exercises, these nmultinational forces will enhance the overall
capability of Saudi armed forces to defend the Kingdom.

I want to be clear about what ve:are doing and why.
America does not seek conflict, nor do we seek to chart the destiny
of other nations. But America will stand by her friends. The
mission of our troops is wholly defensive. Hopefully, they will not
be needed long. They will not initiate hostilities, but they will

MORE
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defend themselves, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and other friends in
the Persian Gulg,

We are working around the clock to deter Iragl aggression
and to enforce U.N. sanctions. I'm continuing my conversations with
world leaders. Secretary of Defensa Cheney has just returned from
valuable consultations with President Mubarak of Egypt and King
Hassan of Morocco. Secretary of State Baker has consulted with his
counterparts in many nations, including the Soviaet Union. And today
he heads for Europe to consult with President 0Ozal of Turkey, a
staunch friend of the United States. And he'll then consult with the
NATO Foreign Ministers.

I will ask oil-producing nations to do what they can to
increase production in order to minimize any impact that oil flow
reductions will have on the world economy. And I will explore
whether we and our allies should draw down our strategic petroleum
reserves. Conservation measures can also help. Americans everywhere
must do their part. And one more thing. I'm asking the oil
companies to do their fair share. They should show restraint and not
abuse today's uncertainties to raise prices.

: Standing up for our principles will not come easy. It
may take time and possibly cost a great deal. But we are asking no
more of anyone than of the brave young men and women of our Armed
Forces and their families. And I ask that in the churches around the
country prayers be said for those who are committed to protect and
defend America's interests.

Standing up for our principle is an American tradition.
As it has so many times before, it may take time and tremendous
effort. But most of all, it will take unity of purpose.

- As I've witnessed throughout my life in both war and
peace, America has never wavered when her purpose is driven by
principle. And in this August.day, at home and abroad, I know she
will do no less. -

Thank you, and God bless the United States of America.

END 9:13 A.M. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE .

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release . August 8, 1990
ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE NATION

The Oval Office

9:00 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: In the life of a nation, we're called
upon to define who we are and what we believe. Sometimes these
choices are not easy. But today as President, I ask for your support
in a decision I've made to stand up for what's right and condemn
what's wrong -- all in the cause of peace.

At my direction, elements of the 82nd Airborne Division,
as well as key units of the United States Air Force are arriving
today to take up defensive positions in Saudi Arabia. I took this
action to assist the Saudi Arabian government in the defense of its
homeland. ' ' ‘

" No one commits America's Armed Forces to a dangerous
mission lightly. But after perhaps unparalleled international
consultation and exhausting every alternative, it became .necessary to
take this action. Let me tell you why. .

Less than a week ago, in the early morning hours of
August 2nd, Iragi armed forces, without provocation or warning,
invaded a peaceful Kuwait. Facing negligible resistance -from its -
much smaller neighbor, Iraq's tanks stormed in blitzkrieg fashion
through Kuwait in a few short hours. With more than 100,000 troops,
along with tanks, artillery and surface-to-surface missiles, Irag now

- occupies Kuwait.

This aggression came just hours after Saddam Hussein
specifically assured numerous countries in the area that there would
be no invasion. There is no justification whatsoever for this
outrageous and brutal act of aggression. '

A puppet regime imposed from the outside is unacceptable.
The acquisition of territory by force is unacceptable. No one,
friend or foe, should doubt our desire for peace, and no one should
underestimate our determination to confront aggression.

Four simple principles guide our policy. First, we seek

"the immediate, unconditional and complete withdrawal of all Iraqi

forces from Kuwait. Second, Kuwait's legitimate government must be
restored to replace the puppet regime. And third, my administration,
as has been the case with every President from President Roosevelt to
President Reagan, is committed to the security and stability of the
Persian Gulf. And fourth, I am determined to protect the lives of
American citizens abroad. '

Immediately after the Iraqi invasion, I ordered an
embargo of all trade with Iraq and, together with many other nations,
announced sanctions that both froze all Iragi assets in this country
and protected Kuwait's assets. The stakes are high. Iraq is already
a rich and powerful country that possesses the world's second largest
reserves of o0il and over a million men under arms. It's the fourth
largest military in the world.

Our country now imports nearly half the oil it consumes
and could face a major threat to its economic independence. Much of
the world is even more dependent upon imported oil and is even more
vulnerable to Iragi threats.
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» We succeeded in the struggle for freedom in Europe
bgcause we and our allies remain stalwart. Keeping the peace in the
Middle East will require no less. We're beginning a new era. This
new era can be full of promise. An age of freedom. A time of peace
for all peoples. But if history teaches us anything, it is that we
must resist aggression or it will destroy our freedoms. Appeasement
does pot work. As was the case in the 1930s, we see in Saddam
Hussein an aggressive dictator threatening his neighbors. Only 14
days ago Saddam Hussein promised his friends he would not invade
Kuwait. And four days ago he promised the world he would withdraw.
And twice we have seen what his promises mean. His promises mean
nothing. ‘ -

In the last few days I've spoken with political leaders
from the Middle East, Europe, Asia and the Americas, and I've met
with Prime: Minister Thatcher, Prime Minister Mulroney, and NATO
Secretary General Woerner. And all agree that Irag cannot be allowed
to benefit from its invasion of- Kuwait.

We agree that this is not an American problem or a -
European problem or a Middle East problem. It is the world's
problem. And that's why, soon after the Iragi invasion, the United
Nations Security Council, without dissent, condemned Iraq, calling
for the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of its troops from
Kuwait. The Arab world, through both the Arab League and the Gulf
Cooperation Council, courageously announced its opposition to Iraqi
aggression. Japan, the United Kingdom, and France, and other
governments around the world have imposed severe sanctions. The
Soviet Union and China ended all arms sales to Iraq.

And this past Monday, the United Nations Security Council
approved for the first time in 23 years mandatory sanctions under
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. These sanctions, now
enshrined in international law, have the potential to deny Iraqg the
fruits—oﬁmaggression+#wnile,sngrply limiting its ability to either
import or export anything of value == e§pEcially oili—————w=- - _ _

I pledge here today that the United States will do its
part to see that these sanctions are effective and to induce Iraq to
withdraw without delay from Kuwait.

. But we must recognize that Irag may not stop using force
to advance its ambitions. Irag has massed an enormous war machine on
the Saudi border, capable of initiating hostilities with little or no
additional preparation. Given the Iragi government's history of
aggression against its own citizens as well as its neighbors, to
assume Iraqg will not attack again would be unwise and unrealistic.

' And therefore, after consulting with King Fahd, I sent
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney to discuss cooperative measures we
could take. Following those meetings the Saudi government requested
our help. And I responded to that request by ordering U.S. air and
ground forces to deploy to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

L Let me be clear. The sovereign independence of Saudi
Arabia is of vital interest to the United States. This decision,
which I shared with the congressional leadership, grows out of the
longstanding friendship and security relatioriship between the United
States and Saudi Arabia. U.S. forces will work together with those
of Saudi Arabia and other nations to preserve the integrity of Saudi
Arabia and to deter further Iraqi aggression.

Through their presence, as well as through training and
exercises, these multinational forces will enhange the overall
capability of Saudi armed forces to defend the Kingdom.

I want to be clear about what we are doing and why. .
America does not seek conflict, nor do we seek to chart the destiny
of other nations. But America will stand by her friends. The’
mission of our troops is wholly defensive. gopefully, they w1l} not
be needed long. They will not initiate hostilities, but they will
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defend themselves, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and other friends  in
the Persian Gulf.

We are working around the clock to deter Iraqi aggression
and to enforce U.N. sanctions. I'm continuing my conversations with
world leaders. Secretary of Deferise Cheney has just returned from
valuable consultations with President Mubarak of Egypt and King
Hassan of Morocco. Secretary of State Baker has consulted with his
counterparts in many nations, including the Soviet Union. And today
he heads for Europe to consult with President 0zal of Turkey, a
staunch friend of the United States. And he'll then consult with the
NATO Foreign Ministers.

I will ask oil-producing nations to do what they can to
increase production in order to minimize any impact that oil flow
reductions will have on the world economy. And I will explore
whether we and our allies should draw down our. strategic petroleum
reserves. Conservation measures can also help. Americans everywhere
must do their part. And one more thing. I'm asking the oil
companies to do their fair share. They should show restraint and not
abuse today's uncertainties to raise prices.

Standing up for our principles will not come easy. It
may take time and possibly cost a great deal. But we are asking no
more of anyone than of the brave young men and women of our Armed
Forces and their families. And I ask that in the churches around the

country prayers be said for those who are committed to protect and
defend America's interests.

Standing up for our principle is an American tradition.
As it has so many times before, it may take time and tremendous
effort. But most of all, it will take unity of purpose.

As I've witnessed throughout my life in both war and

peace, America has never wavered when her purpose is driven by

principle. And ih this August day, at home and abroad, I know she
will do no less.

Thank you, and God bless the United States of America.

END 9:13 A.M. EDT
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LESS THAN A WEEK AGO, ‘IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS
OF AUGUST 2ND, IRAQI ARMED FORCES, WITHOUT PROVOCATION
OR WARNING, INVADED A PEACEFUL KUWAIT. FACING
NEGLIGIBLE RESISTANCE FROM ITS MUCH SMALLER NEIGHBOR,
IRAQ'S TANKS STORMED IN BLITZKRIEG FASHION THROUGH
KUWAIT IN A FEW SHORT HOURS. WITH MORE THAN 100,000
TROOPS, ALONG WITH TANKS, ARTILLERY AND SURFACE-TO-
SURFACE MISSILES, IRAQ NOW OCCUPIES KUWAIT.

THERE IS NO JUSTIFICATION WHATSOEVER FOR THIS
NAKED AND BRUTAL ACT OF AGGRESSION. A PUPPET REGIME
IMPOSED FROM THE OUTSIDE IS UNACCEPTABLE. THE
ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY FORCE IS UNACCEPTABLE. NO
ONE, FRIEND OR FOE, SHOULD DOUBT OUR DESIRE FOR PEACE
—- AND NO ONE SHOULD UNDERESTIMATE OUR DETERMINATION
TO CONFRONT AGGRESSION.
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IN THE LAST FEW DAYS, I HAVE SPOKEN WITH POLITICAL
LEADERS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, EUROPE AND ASIA. I HAVE
MET WITH PRIME MINISTER THATCHER, PRIME MINISTER
MULRONEY, AND NATO SECRETARY GENERAL WOERNER} ALL
AGREE THAT IRAQ CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO BENEFIT FROM ITS
INVASION OF KUWAIT. WE AGREE THAT THIS IS NOT AN
AMERICAN PROBLEM, OR A EUROPEAN PROBLEM, OR A MIDDLE
EAST PROBLEM -~ IT IS THE WORLD'S PROBLEM.

THAT'S WHY, SOON AFTER THE IRAQI INVASION, THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL, WITHOUT DISSENT,
CONDEMNED IRAQ -- CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND
UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF ITS TROOPS FROM KUWAIT.

THE ARAB WORLD, THROUGH BOTH THE ARAB LEAGUE AND THE
GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL, COURAGEOUSLY ANNOUNCED ITS
OPPOSITION TO IRAQI AGGRESSION. JAPAN, THE UNITED
KINGDOM AND FRANCE, AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE
WORLD, HAVE IMPOSED SEVERE SANCTIONS. THE SOVIET

UNION AND CHINA ENDED ALL ARMS SALES TO IRAQ. AND THIS
PAST MONDAY THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVED -- FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN 23 YEARS -- MANDATORY SANCTIONS UNDER
CHAPTER 7 OF THE UN CHARTER.
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THESE SANCTIONS NOW ENSHRINED IN INTERNATIONAL LAW
HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO DENY IRAQ THE FRUITS OF
AGGRESSION, WHILE SHARPLY LIMITING ITS ABILITY TO
EITHER.IMPORT OR EXPORT ANYTHING OF VALUE -
ESPECIALLY OIL. I PLEDGE HERE TODAY THAT THE UNITED
STATES WILL DO ITS PART TO SEE THAT THESE SANCTIONS ARE
EFFECTIVE, AND INDUCE IRAQ TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT DELAY
FROM KUWAIT.

BUT WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT IRAQ MAY NOT STOP USING
FORCE TO ADVANCE ITS AMBITIONS. IRAQ HAS MASSED AN
ENORMOUS WAR MACHINE ON THE SAUDI BORDER, CAPABLE OF
INITIATING HOSTILITIES WITH LITTLE OR NO ADDITIONAL
PREPARATION. GIVEN THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT'S HISTORY OF
AGGRESSION AGAINST ITS OWN CITIZENS AS WELL AS ITS
NEIGHBORS, TO ASSUME IRAQ WILL NOT ATTACK AGAIN WOULD
BE UNWISE AND UNREALISTIC.
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THEREFORE, AFTER CONSULTING WITH KING FAHD, I SENT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DICK CHENEY TO DISCUSS COOPERATIVE
MEASURES WE COULD TAKE. FOLLOWING THOSE MEETINGS, THE
SAUDI GOVERNMENT REQUESTED OUR HELP. I RESPONDED TO
THAT REQUEST BY ORDERING U.S. AIR AND GROUND FORCES TO
DEPLOY TO THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. LET ME Bt CLEAR
THE SOVEREIGN INDEPENDENCE IS OF VITAL INTEREST TO THE
UNITED STATES. THIS DECISION, WHICH I SHARED WITH THE
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP, GROWS OUT OF THE LONGSTANDING
FRIENDSHIP AND SECURITY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND SAUDI ARABIA.

U.S. FORCES WILL WORK TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF SAUDI
ARABIA AND OTHER NATIONS, TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF
SAUDI ARABIA, AND DETER FURTHER IRAQI AGGRESSION.
THROUGH THEIR PRESENCE, AS WELL AS THROUGH TRAINING AND
EXERCISES, THESE MULTINATIONAL FORCES WILL ENHANCE THE
OVERALL CAPABILITY OF SAUDI ARMED FORCES TO DEFEND THE
KINGDOM.

\\\
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I WANT TO BE CLEAR ABOUT WHAT WE ARE DOING AND
WHY. AMERICA DOES NOT SEEK CONFLICT. NOR DO WE SEEK
TO CHART THE DESTINY OF OTHER NATIONS. BUT AMERICA
WILL STAND BY HER FRIENDS. THE MISSION OF OUR TROOPS
IS WHOLLY DEFENSIVE. HOPEFULLY, THEY WILL NOT BE
NEEDED LONG. THEY WILL NOT INITIATE HOSTILITIES -- BUT
THEY WILL DEFEND THEMSELVES, THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI
ARABIA, AND OUR OTHER FRIENDS IN THE PERSIAN GULF IF
ATTACKED.

WE ARE WORKING AROUND THE CLOCK, AROUND THE WORLD,
TO DETER FURFHER-IRAQI AGGRESSION AND TO ENFORCE UN
SANCTIONS. I AM CONTINUING MY CONVERSATIONS WITH WORLD
LEADERS, AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CHENEY HAS JUST
RETURNED FROM VALUABLE CONSULTATIONS WITH PRESIDENT
MUBARAK OF EGYPT AND KING HASSAN OF MOROCCO. SECRETARY
OF STATE BAKER HAS CONSULTED WITH HIS COUNTERPARTS IN
MANY NATIONS, INCLUDING THE SOVIET UNION, AND TODAY HE
HEADS FOR EUROPE TO CONSULT WITH PRESIDENT OZAL OF ﬂ%4¢4

-MM,_ — QQ’Y‘{‘ ‘}Ri ) QO

: - apb WY,
TURKEY, A STAUNCH FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES. -HE-WILL

THENCONSULT WITH THE NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS.
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I WILL ASK OIL-PRODUCING NATIONS TO DO WHAT THEY
CAN TO INCREASE_PRODUCTION, IN ORD R‘g? MINIMIZE ANY
IMPACT, TRR “THE WORLD
ECONOMY. I WILL EXPLORE WHETHER WE AND OUR ALLIES
SHOULD DRAW DOWN OUR STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVES.
CONSERVATION MEASURES CAN ALSO HELP -- AMERICANS
EVERYWHERE MUST DO THEIR PART. ONE MORE THING: I'M
ASKING THE OIL COMPANIES TO DO THEIR FAIR SHARE -- THEY
-SHOYLD SHOW RESTRAINT, AND NOT ABUSE TODAY'S
UNCERTAINTIES TO RAISE PRICES.

STANDING UP FOR OUR PRINCIPLES WILL NOT COME EASY.
IT MAY TAKE TIME AND POSSIBLY COST A GREAT DEAL. BUT
WE ARE ASKING NO MORE OF ANYONE THAN OF THE BRAVE YOUNG
MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR ARMED FORCES, AND THEIR FAMILIES.
11/

STANDING UP FOR PRINCIPLE IS AN AMERICAN
TRADITION. AS IT HAS SO MANY TIMES BEFORE, IT MAY TAKE
TIME AND TREMENDOUS EFFORT. BUT MOST OF ALL, IT WILL
TAKE UNITY OF PURPOSE.
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IN THE LIFE OF A NATION, WE ARE CALLED UPON TO
DEFINE WHO WE ARE, AND WHAT WE BELIEVE. SOMETIMES,
THESE CHOICES ARE NOT EASY. BUT TODAY, AS PRESIDENT, I
ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN A DECISION I HAVE MADE TO STAND
UP FOR WHAT’S RIGHT -- AND CONDEMN WHAT'S WRONG -- ALL
IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE.

AT MY DIRECTION, ELEMENTS OF THE 82ND AIRBORNE
DIVISION AS WELL AS KEY UNITS OF THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ARE ARRIVING TODAY TO TAKE UP DEFENSIVE POSITIONS
IN SAUDI ARABIA. I TOOK THIS ACTION TO ASSIST THE
SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT IN THE DEFENSE OF ITS
HOMELAND. NO ONE COMMITS AMERIE&%I}'}MEB 525525‘;2 é” re coysocmn
DANGEROUS MISSION LIGHTLY. BUT AFTE%AEXHAUSTING EVERY
ALTERNATIVE, IT BECAME NECESSARY TO TAKE THIS ACTION.

LET ME TELL YOU WHY.

&/L/C/L
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LESS THAN A WEEK AGO, IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS

OF AUGUST 2ND, IRAQI ARMED.FORCES, WITHOUT PROVOCATION
PEA<EFUL
OR WARNING, INVADED A PAGIFIC KUWAIT. FACING

NEGLIGIBLE RESISTANCE FROM ITS MUCH SMALLER NEIGHBOR,
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IRAQ'S TANKS STORMED,THROUGH KUWAIT IN A FEW SHORT
HOURS. WITH MORE THAN 100,000 TROOPS, ALONG WITH

TANKS, ARTILLERY AND SURFACE-TO-SURFACE MISSILES, IRAQ
P N \ —3
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THERE IS NO JUSTIFICATION WHATSOEVER FOR THIS @sseied] "

VLA P LA PN

NAKED AND BRUTAL ACT OF AGGRESSION. A PUPPET REGIME (oo Zicc
: U LG

IMPOSED FROM THE OUTSIDE IS UNACCEPTABLE. THE 2;59/55§Q4/
ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY FORCE IS UNACCEPTABLE. NO fﬁtjifiiﬁi;
ONE, FRIEND OR FOE, SHOULD DOUBT OUR DESIRE FOR PEACE

-- AND NO ONE SHOULD UNDERESTIMATE OUR DETERMINATION

TO CONFRONT AGGRESSION.
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FOUR SIMPLE PRINCIPLES GUIDE OUR POLICY. FIRST,
WE SEEK THE IMMEDIATE, UNCONDITIONAL, AND COMPLETE
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL IRAQI FORCES FROM KUWAIT. SECOND,
‘/
THEPUPPET REGIME INSTALLED-BY-FORCE-MUST- BE-REMOVED
CITMATE  purT BE LeSToee> A replaced
-AND-REPLACEB—BY KUWAIT'S @i GOVERNMENT,. THIRD, MY o o
~ Vg
ADMINISTRATION, AS HAS BEEN THE CASE WITH EVERY
PRESIDENT FROM PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO PRESIDENT REAGAN,
IS COMMITTED TO THE SECURITY AND STABILITY OF THE
PERSIAN GULF. AND FOURTH, I AM DETERMINED TO PROTECT

THE LIVES OF AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD. ‘ 4

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE IRAQI INVASION, I ORDERED AN @4@4‘1
l/—-h:goﬂvor wHTR Ot "

EMBARGO OF ALL TRADE WITH IRAQ, AND,;ANNOUNCED SANCTIONS

THAT BOTH FROZE ALL IRAQI ASSETS IN THiS COUNTRY AND

PROTECTED KUWAIT'S A(S‘ETS. THE STAKES ARE HIGH. IRAQ

IS ALREADY A RICH AND POWERFUL COUNTRY THAT POSSESSES on€ ©F

THE WORLD'’S S/Eéﬁb LARGEST RESERVES OF QOIL, AND #Arcvece.

PUHAA PHIPES
MILLION MEN UNDER ARMS -- THE FOURTH LARGEST ARms¥ IN

THE WORLD. CONTROLOF KUWAIT-S—ENORMOUS—ENERGY [~

RESERVES WOULD ENABLE—IRAQ—TFO—THREATEN_DOMINATION-OFR-
THE-WORLDENERGY -MARKEF-
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OUR COUNTRY NOW IMPORTS NEARLY HALF THE OIL IT
CONSUMES, AND COULD FACE A MAJOR THREAT TO ITS ECONOMIC
prc - o THE woed ¢
INDEPENDENCE. WEA&EES, EVEN MORE DEPENDENT UPON
AD 7
IMPORTED OIL, ARE EVEN /UORE VULNERABLE TO IRAQI
/
THREATS. WE SUCCEEDED ,‘THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN
EUROPE BECAUSE WE AND OUR ALLIES REMAINED STALWART;
KEEPING THE PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST WILL REQUIRE NO

LESS.

WE ARE BEGINNING A NEW ERA. THIS NEW ERA CAN BE
FULL OF PROMISE -- AN AGE OF FREEDOM -- A TIME OF PEACE
FOR ALL PEOPLES. BUT IF HISTORY TEACHES US ANYTHING,
IT IS THAT WE MUST RESIST AGGRESSION, OR IT WILL
DESTROY OUR FREEDOMS. APPEASEMENT DOES NOT WORK. AS e
WAS THE CASE IN THE 1930S, WE SEE IN SADDAM HUSSEIN AN ﬁ@
AGGRESSIVE b(SIE-TB;';:r'al'HREATENIN(i HIS NEIGHBORS. ﬁ/’——
' [I?f'i DAYS AGO, SADDAM HUSSEIN PROMISED HIS 4FRIENDS HE
WOULD NOT INVADE KUWAIT. ZFOURE DAYS AGO, HE ISED

THE WORLD HE WOULD WITHDRAW. TWICE WE HAVE SEEN

HIS PROMISES MEA?’ HIS PROMISES MEAN NOTH®

P
N
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IN THE LAST FEW DAYS, I HAVE SPOKEN WITH POLITICAL v ‘(L‘;
anel the L{»V7€(‘ -

LEADERS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, EUROPE)RHD ASIA;¥ I HAVE
MET WITH PRIME MINISTER THATCHER, PRIME MINISTER
MULRONEY, AND NATO SECRETARY GENERAL WOERNER. ALL
AGREE THAT IRAQ CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO BENEFIT FROM ITS
INVASION OF KUWAIT. WE AGREE THAT THIS IS NOT AN
AMERICAN PROBLEM, OR A EUROPEAN PROBLEM, OR A MIDDLE

EAST PROBLEM -- IT IS THE WORLD'S PROBLEM.

THAT'S WHY, SOON AFTER THE IRAQI INVASION, THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL, WITHOUT DISSENT,
CONDEMNED IRAQ -- CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND
UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF ITS TROOPS FROM KUWAIT.

THE ARAB WORLD, THROUGH BOTH THE ARAB LEAGUE AND THE
GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL, COURAGEOUSLY ANNOUNCED ITS
OPPOSITION TO IRAQI AGGRESSION. JAPAN, THE UNITED
KINGDOM AND FRANCE, AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE
WORLD, HAVE IMPOSED SEVERE SANCTIONS. THE SOVIET UNION

b/";lND CHINA; ENDED ALL ARMS SALES TO IRAQ. AND THIS
PAST MONDAY THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVED -- FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN 23 YEARS -- MANDATORY SANCTIONS UNDER
CHAPTER 7 OF THE UN CHARTER.
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THESE SANCTIONS, HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO DENY IRAQ

THE FRUITS OF AGGRE;;ION, WHILE SHARPLY LIMITING ITS
ABILITY TO EITHER IMPORT OR EXPORT ANYTHING OF VALUE
-- ESPECIALLY OIL. I PLEDGE HERE TODAY THAT THE UNITED
STATES WILL DO ITS PART TO SEE THAT THESE SANCTIONS ARE
EFFECTIVE, AND INDUCE IRAQ TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT DELAY

FROM KUWAIT.

BUT WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT IRAQ MAY NOT STOP USING
FORCE TO ADVANCE ITS AMBITIONS. IRAQ HAS MASSED AN
ENORMOUS WAR MACHINE ON THE SAUDI BORDER, CAPABLE OF
INITIATING HOSTILITIES WITH LITTLE OR NO ADDITIONAL
PREPARATION. GIVEN THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT'S HISTORY OF
AGGRESSION AGAINST ITS OWN CITIZENS AS WELL AS ITS
NEIGHBORS, TO ASSUME IRAQ WILL NOT ATTACK AGAIN WOULD
BE UNWISE AND UNREALISTIC.
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THEREF&&ﬁérAFTER CONSULTING WITH KING FAHD, I SENT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DICK CHENEY TO DISCUSS COOPERATIVE
MEASURES WE COULD TAKE. FOLLOWING THOSE MEETINGS, THE
SAUDI GOVERNMENT REQUESTED OUR HELP. I RESPONDED TO
THAT REQUEST BY ORDERING U.S. AIR AND GROUND FORCES TO

wit LET MmE Be ccent T
DEPLOY TO THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA, THIS DECISION, AoV

bobffﬁﬁguz
WHICH I SHARED WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP, GROWS viT4c
OUT OF THE LONGSTANDING FRIENDSHIP AND SECURITY Ti;:zf
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SAUDI ahed .
ARABIA. T>

(

U.S. FORCES WILL WORK TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF SAUDI
ARABIA AND OTHER NATIONS, TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF
SAUDI ARABIA, AND DETER FURTHER IRAQI AGGRESSION.
THROUGH THEIR PRESENCE, AS WELL AS THROUGH TRAINING AND
EXERCISES, THESE MULTINATIONAL FORCES WILL ENHANCE THE
OVERALL CAPABILITY OF SAUDI ARMED FORCES TO DEFEND THE

KINGDOM. ///
4kj



I WANT TO BE CLEAR ABOUT WHAT WE ARE DOING AND
WHY. AMERICA DOES NOT SEEK CONFLICT. NOR DO WE SEEK
TO CHART THE DESTINY OF OTHER NATIONS. BUT AMERICA
WILL STAND BY HER FRIENDS. THE MISSION OF OUR TROOPS
IS WHOLLY DEFENSIVE. HOPEFULLY, THEY WILL NOT BE
NEEDED LONG. THEY WILL NOT INITIATE HOSTILITIES -- BUT
THEY EILL DEFEND THEMSELVES, THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI
ARABIA, AND OUR OTHER FRIENDS IN THE PERSIAN GULF IF
ATTACKED.

WE ARE WORKING AROUND THE CLOCK, AROUND THE WORLD,

Te
TO DETER FURTHER IRAQI AGGRESSION AND ENFORCE UN
T AW COHNTIANVIA - pAY (VS v onls,
SANCTIONS./\SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CHENEY HAS JUST

RETURNED FROM VALUABLE CONSULTATIONS WITH PRESIDENT
MUBARAK OF EGYPT AND KING HASSAN OF MOROCCO. SECRETARY
OF STATE BAKER HAS CONSULTED WITH HIS COUNTERPARTS IN

MANY NATIONS, INCLUDING THE SOVIET UNION, AND TODAY HE
A STAVACH FrCIEND

HEADS FOR EUROPE TO CONSULT WITH PRESIDENT OZAL OF °7 7#E

VA TED
HE weet THEN CONSvLT 4 STAreES o

TURKE N WITH THE NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS.
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I WILL ASK OIL-PRODUCING NATIONS TO DO WHAT THEY
CAN TO INCREASE PRODUCTION, IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE ANY
THE LorWD
IMPACT IRAQI OIL SANCTIONS WILL HAVE ON GBR ECONOMY. I
WILL EXPLORE WHETHER WE AND OUR ALLIES SHOULD DRAW DOWN
OUR STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVES. CONSERVATION
MEASURES CAN ALSO HELP -- AMERICANS EVERYWHERE MUST DO
THEIR PART. ONE MORE THING: I'M ASKING THE OIL
“THEfpepe NS oD
COMPANIES TO DO THEIR FAIR SHARE -- SHOW RESTRAINT,
ABUSE -
AND NOT TAKE-ADVANTAGEC-UF TODAY'S UNCERTAINTIES TO

RAISE PRICES.

L RMSREAEIST. STANDING UP FOR OUR PRINCIPLES
WILL NOT COME EASY. IT MAY TAKE TIME AND POSSIBLY COST
A GREAT DEAL. BUT WE ARE ASKING NO MORE OF ANYONE
THAN OF THE BRAVE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR ARMED
FORCES, AND THEIR FAMILIES. A-NATION'S PRAYERS-ARF
—WEFH—THEM.
/11

STANDING UP FOR PRINCIPLE IS AN AMERICAN
TRADITION. AS IT HAS SO MANY TIMES BEFORE, IT MAY TAKE
TIME AND TREMENDOUS EFFORT. BUT MOST OF ALL, IT WILL
TAKE UNITY OF PURPOSE.
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AS I HAVE WITNESSED THROUGHOUT MY LIFE -- IN BOTH
WAR AND PEACE -- AMERICA HAS NEVER WAVERED WHEN HER
PURPOSE IS DRIVEN BY PRINCIPLE. ON THIS AUGUST DAY, AT
HOME AND ABROAD, I KNOW SHE WILL DO NO LESS.

THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. |



OVAL OFFICE STATEMENT
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1990
9:00 A.M.

IN THE LIFE OF A NATION, WE ARE CALLED UPON TO
DEFINE WHO WE ARE, AND WHAT WE BELIEVE. SOMETIMES,
THESE CHOICES ARE NOT EASY. BUT TODAY, AS PRESIDENT, I
ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN A DECISION I HAVE MADE TO STAND
UP FOR WHAT'S RIGHT -- AND CONDEMN WHAT'S WRONG -- ALL
IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE.

AT MY DIRECTION, ELEMENTS OF THE 82ND AIRBORNE
DIVISION AS WELL AS KEY UNITS OF THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ARE ARRIVING TODAY TO TAKE UP DEFENSIVE POSITIONS
IN SAUDI ARABIA. I TOOK THIS ACTION TO ASSIST THE
SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT IN THE DEFENSE OF ITS
HOMELAND. NO ONE COMMITS AMERICA’'S ARMED FORCES TO A
DANGEROUS MISSION LIGHTLY. BUT AFTER PERHAPS
UNPARALLELLED INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION AND AFTER
EXHAUSTING EVERY ALTERNATIVE, IT BECAME NECESSARY TO
TAKE THIS ACTION. LET ME TELL YOU WHY.
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LESS THAN A WEEK AGO, IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS
OF AUGUST 2ND, IRAQI ARMED FORCES, WITHOUT PROVOCATION
OR WARNING, INVADED A PEACEFUL KUWAIT. FACING
NEGLIGIBLE RESISTANCE FROM ITS MUCH SMALLER NEIGHBOR,
IRAQ'S TANKS STORMED IN BLITZKRIEG FASHION THROUGH
KUWAIT IN A FEW SHORT HOURS. WITH MORE THAN 100,000
TROOPS, ALONG WITH TANKS, ARTILLERY AND SURFACE-TO-
SURFACE MISSILES, IRAQ NOW OCCUPIES KUWAIT. THIS
AGGRESSION CAME JUST HOURS AFTER SADDAM HUSSEIN
SPECIFICALLY ASSURED NUMEROUS COUNTRIES IN THE AREA
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO INVASION.

THERE IS NO JUSTIFICATION WHATSOEVER FOR THIS
OUTRAGEOUS AND BRUTAL ACT OF AGGRESSION. A PUPPET
REGIME IMPOSED FROM THE OUTSIDE IS UNACCEPTABLE. THE
ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY FORCE IS UNACCEPTABLE. NO
ONE, FRIEND OR FOE, SHOULD DOUBT OUR DESIRE FOR PEACE
-- AND NO ONE SHOULD UNDERESTIMATE OUR DETERMINATION
TO CONFRONT AGGRESSION.
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FOUR SIMPLE PRINCIPLES GUIDE OUR POLICY. FIRST,
WE SEEK THE IMMEDIATE, UNCONDITIONAL, AND COMPLETE
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL IRAQI FORCES FROM KUWAIT. SECOND,
KUWAIT'S LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT MUST BE RESTORED TO
REPLACE THE PUPPET REGIME. THIRD, MY ADMINISTRATION,
AS HAS BEEN THE CASE WITH EVERY PRESIDENT FROM
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO PRESIDENT REAGAN, IS COMMITTED
TO THE SECURITY AND STABILITY OF THE PERSIAN GULF. AND
FOURTH, I AM DETERMINED TO PROTECT THEILIVES OF
AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD.

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE IRAQI INVASION, I ORDERED AN
EMBARGO OF ALL TRADE WITH IRAQ, AND TOGETHER WITH MANY
OTHER NATIONS ANNOUNCED SANCTIONS THAT BOTH FROZE ALL
IRAQI ASSETS IN THIS COUNTRY AND PROTECTED KUWAIT'S
ASSETS. THE STAKES ARE HIGH. IRAQ IS ALREADY A RICH
AND POWERFUL COUNfRY THAT POSSESSES ONE OF THE WORLD'S
LARGEST RESERVES OF OIL, AND OVER A MILLION MEN UNDER
ARMS -- THE FOURTH LARGEST MILITARY IN THE WORLD.
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OUR COUNTRY NOW IMPORTS NEARLY HALF THE OIL IT
CONSUMES, AND COULD FACE A MAJOR THREAT TO ITS ECONOMIC
INDEPENDENCE. MUCH OF THE WORLD IS EVEN MORE DEPENDENT
UPON IMPORTED OIL, AND IS EVEN MORE VULNERABLE TO IRAQI
THREATS. WE SUCCEEDED IN THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN
EUROPE BECAUSE WE AND OUR ALLIES REMAINED STALWART; \\\
KEEPING THE PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST WILL REQUIRE NO
LESS.

WE ARE BEGINNING A NEW ERA. THIS NEW ERA CAN BE
FULL OF PROMISE -- AN AGE OF FREEDOM -- A TIME OF PEACE
FOR ALL PEOPLES. \\\ BUT IF HISTORY TEACHES US
ANYTHING, IT IS THAT WE MUST RESIST AGGRESSION, OR IT
WILL DESTROY OUR FREEDOMS. APPEASEMENT DOES NOT WORK.
AS WAS THE CASE IN THE 1930S, WE SEE IN SADDAM HUSSEIN
AN AGGRESSIVE DICTATOR THREATENING HIS NEIGHBORS. ONLY
14 DAYS AGO, SADDAM HUSSEIN PROMISED HIS FRIENDS HE
WOULD NOT INVADE KUWAIT. FOUR DAYS AGO, HE PROMISED
THE WORLD HE WOULD WITHDRAW. TWICE WE HAVE SEEN WHAT
HIS PROMISES MEAN. HIS PROMISES MEAN NOTHING.
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IN THE LAST FEW DAYS, WE HAVE SPOKEN WITH
POLITICAL LEADERS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, EUROPE, ASIA
AND THE AMERICAS. I HAVE MET WITH PRIME MINISTER
THATCHER, PRIME MINISTER MULRONEY, AND NATO SECRETARY
GENERAL WOERNER. ALL AGREE THAT IRAQ CANNOT BE ALLOWED
TO BENEFIT FROM ITS INVASION OF KUWAIT. WE AGREE THAT
THIS IS NOT AN AMERICAN PROBLEM, OR A EUROPEAN PROBLEM,
OR A MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM -- IT IS THE WORLD'S PROBLEM.

THAT'S WHY, SOON AFTER THE IRAQI INVASION, THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL, WITHOUT DISSENT,
CONDEMNED: IRAQ -- CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND
UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF ITS TROOPS FROM KUWAIT.
THE ARAB WORLD, THROUGH BOTH THE ARAB LEAGUE AND THE
GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL, COURAGEOUSLY ANNOUNCED ITS
OPPOSITION TO IRAQI AGGRESSION. JAPAN, THE UNITED
KINGDOM AND FRANCE, AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE
WORLD, HAVE IMPOSED SEVERE SANCTIONS. THE SOVIET UNION
AND CHINA ENDED ALL ARMS SALES TO IRAQ. AND THIS PAST
MONDAY THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVED -- FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN 23 YEARS -- MANDATORY SANCTIONS UNDER
CHAPTER 7 OF THE UN CHARTER.
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THESE SANCTIONS, NOW ENSHRINED IN INTERNATIONAL
LAW, HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO DENY IRAQ THE FRUITS OF
AGGRESSION, WHILE SHARPLY LIMITING ITS ABILITY TO
EITHER IMPORT OR EXPORT ANYTHING OF VALUE -~
ESPECIALLY OIL. I PLEDGE HERE TODAY THAT THE UNITED
STATES WILL DO ITS PART TO SEE THAT THESE SANCTIONS ARE
EFFECTIVE, AND INDUCE IRAQ TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT DELAY
FROM KUWAIT.

BUT WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT IRAQ MAY NOT STOP USING
FORCE TO ADVANCE ITS AMBITIONS. IRAQ HAS MASSED AN
ENORMOUS WAR MACHINE ON THE SAUDI BORDER, CAPABLE OF
INITIATING HOSTILITIES WITH LITTLE OR NO ADDITIONAL
PREPARATION. GIVEN THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT'S HISTORY OF
AGGRESSION AGAINST ITS OWN CITIZENS AS WELL AS ITS
NEIGHBORS, TO ASSUME IRAQ WILL NOT ATTACK AGAIN WOULD
BE UNWISE AND UNREALISTIC.
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THEREFORE, AFTER CONSULTING WITH KING FAHD, I SENT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DICK CHENEY TO DISCUSS COOPERATIVE
MEASURES WE COULD TAKE. FOLLOWING THOSE MEETINGS, THE
SAUDI GOVERNMENT REQUESTED OUR HELP. I RESPONDED TO
THAT REQUEST BY ORDERING U.S. AIR AND GROUND FORCES TO
.DEPLOY TO THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. LET ME BE CLEAR
THE SOVEREIGN INDEPENDENCE IS OF VITAL INTEREST TO THE
UNITED STATES. THIS DECISION, WHICH I SHARED WITH THE
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP, GROWS OUT OF THE LONGSTANDING
FRIENDSHIP AND SECURITY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND SAUDI ARABIA.

U.S. FORCES WILL NORK TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF SAUDI
ARABIA AND OTHER NATIONS, TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF
SAUDI ARABIA, AND TO DETER FURTHER IRAQI AGGRESSION.
THROUGH THEIR PRESENCE, AS WELL AS THROUGH TRAINING AND
EXERCISES, THESE MULTINATIONAL FORCES WILL ENHANCE THE
OVERALL CAPABILITY OF SAUDI ARMED FORCES TO DEFEND THE
KINGDOM.

\\\
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I WANT TO BE CLEAR ABOUT WHAT WE ARE DOING AND
WHY. AMERICA DOES NOT SEEK CONFLICT. NOR DO WE SEEK
TO CHART THE DESTINY OF OTHER NATIONS. BUT AMERICA
WILL STAND BY HER FRIENDS. THE MISSION OF OUR TROOPS
IS WHOLLY DEFENSIVE. HOPEFULLY, THEY WILL NOT BE
NEEDED LONG. THEY WILL NOT INITIATE HOSTILITIES -- BUT
THEY WILL DEFEND THEMSELVES, THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI
ARABIA, AND OUR OTHER FRIENDS IN THE PERSIAN GULF IF
ATTACKED.

WE ARE WORKING AROUND THE CLOCK, AROUND THE WORLD,
TO DETER IRAQI AGGRESSION AND TO ENFORCE UN SANCTIONS.
I AM CONTINUING MY CONVERSATIONS WITH WORLD LEADERS,
AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CHENEY HAS JUST RETURNED FROM
VALUABLE CONSULTATIONS WITH PRESIDENT MUBARAK OF EGYPT
AND KING HASSAN OF MOROCCO. SECRETARY OF STATE BAKER
HAS CONSULTED WITH HIS COUNTERPARTS IN MANY NATIONS,
INCLUDING THE SOVIET UNION, AND TODAY HE HEADS FOR
EUROPE TO CONSULT WITH PRESIDENT OZAL OF TURKEY -- A
STRONG FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES -- AS WELL AS WITH
THE NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS.
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I WILL ASK OIL-PRODUCING NATIONS TO DO WHAT THEY
CAN TO INCREASE PRODUCTION, IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE ANY
IMPACT ON THE WORLD ECONOMY. I WILL EXPLORE WHETHER WE
AND OUR ALLIES SHOULD DRAW DOWN OUR STRATEGIC PETROLEUM
RESERVES. CONSERVATION MEASURES CAN ALSO HELP --
AMERICANS EVERYWHERE MUST DO THEIR PART. ONE MORE
THING: I'M ASKING THE OIL COMPANIES TO DO THEIR FAIR
SHARE -- THEY MUST SHOW RESTRAINT, AND NOT ABUSE
TODAY'S UNCERTAINTIES TO RAISE PRICES.

STANDING UP FOR OUR PRINCIPLES WILL NOT COME EASY.
IT MAY TAKE TIME AND POSSIBLY COST A GREAT DEAL. BUT
WE ARE ASKING NO MORE OF ANYONE THAN OF THE BRAVE YOUNG
MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR ARMED FORCES, AND THEIR FAMILIES.
/11

STANDING UP FOR PRINCIPLE IS AN AMERICAN
TRADITION. AS IT HAS SO MANY TIMES BEFORE, IT MAY TAKE
TIME AND TREMENDOUS EFFORT. BUT MOST OF ALL, IT WILL
TAKE UNITY OF PURPOSE.
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AS I HAVE WITNESSED THROUGHOUT MY LIFE -- IN BOTH
WAR AND PEACE -- AMERICA HAS NEVER WAVERED WHEN HER
PURPOSE IS DRIVEN BY PRINCIPLE. ON THIS AUGUST DAY, AT
HOME AND ABROAD, I KNOW SHE WILL DO NO LESS.

THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.



