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WHITE HOUSE.STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 7/30/90 AC“ON/CONCURRENCE/COMMEN-T DUEBY: 8/1/90 NOON
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE /- j -
SUNUNU o O NEWMAN o 0O
SCOWCROFT O, O PORTER /7, J -
DARMAN /// { 0 ROGICH ' { -
| carp O / UNTERMEYER 0 0
CICCONI 0 ( ROGERS 0 [{
DEMAREST J o HINS TONm v
FITZWATER 0 J ANDERSON j -
GRAY O 0o PINKERTON J 0
HAGIN 0. O - -
HOLIDAY  #/¢” J 0 o O
;EMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
%2930, no later than NOON, Wednesday, August 1, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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- PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M. '

Welcome! 1It‘’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [] | 11.

You know, too often it seems thgt the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited. .

" The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
- In a time when so many mourn whét's wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
desp&ir, to natural disaster. You‘ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow imbbssible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways,"‘he once wrote, "in which a

man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
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Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Reosevelt
right; |

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnershlps -- perhaps unique to America
—— that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like'
| Flight 232 in Sjioux City, Iowa == whose citizens had planned and
acted on an ontstanding emergency response system.

Or they've responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte, North carolina did after Hurricane Hugo.
All Americans were uplifted by stories of.conrage'and compassion
that emerged during those difficult times. It seemed no hand was
idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges. _

when the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in

overcrowded classrooms == civic volunteers and local businesses
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'yolunteered money, time and talent tO turn the tide against diugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang; anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. And the drop-
out rate is novw the lowest in the city.

- The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. paul, as they deal with change and neﬁ challenges.
Rather than mourning the ioss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors thaf urban renewal means an improved,city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock cerfificates for.
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

Fof forty years, the National civic League has recognized
community excellence through these awards. _Success stories like
these are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy
depends on the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-
governance,»education, civic responsibility, and economic

development.
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Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It’s an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House.

[[ Before we get started, I want to bring up an issue of

some interest to this group -- and of great interest to the
nation as a whole. Because after this ceremony, I’ll be heading
over to the Briefing Room, to explain what didn’t happen in the
budget summit -- and why it didn’t happen.

I took the initiative last Spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the.White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
a sequestration brings.

I took the heat this Summer, for agreeing to put everything
on the table in those negotiations -- including tax revenue
increases -- and we all watched as some took tﬂe opportunity to
make political hay, instead of progress.

In spite of that summit, the House Budget committee passed a

budget more than 17 billion dollars over the Gramm-Rudman-

Hollings targets.
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And in spite of our calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process. .

Now Congress has gone on recess. And 86 days after I called
on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work with me toward a
bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three months -~ the
Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

When the Congress comes back, let them understand this:

I will veto any and every spending bill that exceeds the Gramm-
Rudman~Hollings baseline. /// Now that we’ve cleared that up,
on to the business at hand. ]]

Too often it seems that the function of the Federal
government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one reason
this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens we
honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
gglimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something



3
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- that in an earligr time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on én outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
It seemed no hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was
untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,

for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term



challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -~ many of them immigrant and at-risk in
overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -~ 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
"lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future hés driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens beéan
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
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recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’'re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you’'re doing it. And when they say, "You can’t get there from
here" -- you’ve proved that you can. //

([ And now we’d like to present this year’s awards...]]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It’s an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House. wd?&, »ﬂ%ﬁ&ﬁg

You know, too often it seems that the function ;f é%ggﬁi? ‘C&%q%g
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along

the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.
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Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
Presid;nt Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."

Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt

right.

So we’ve gathered tb celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.,

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they'vé responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
It seemed no hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was

untouched.
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But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in
overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. BAn outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to

life. One high school senior even told a local historian,
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"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self—govefnance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you’'re doing it. And when they say, "You can’t get there from
here" -- you’ve proved that you can. //

But before we present the awards, there’s something I want
to mention. Something important to this group -- and crucial to

the country at large.
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After I leave here, I’'m going over to the Briefing Room, to
explain what didn’t happeq?d'in the budget summit we-held—here
last=wewk -~ and why it didn’t happen.

, I took the initiative last Spring, and invited the leaders

of C;ngress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth -- and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board¢/’5£4'ﬁk*V( 5‘&*““4%”éb

I took the heat this Summer, for agreeing to put everythlng

on the table in those negotiations -- including tax revenue
| ax Aot Aoete The Yo
increases ~-- and we all watched the—Bemeera%&e—?ar%y—maehtnefy

make political hay, instead of progress.

In spite of that summit -- ite p ©
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dollars over the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings targets.
d in spite of calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.
Now Congress has gone on recess. And 86 days after I called
on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work with me toward a
bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three months -- the
Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.
Thisfatl;—the-Americamr people are—geing—to understand that
failure—te—govess. Aﬁd\dhen the Congress comes back, let them
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understand this: I will veto any and every spending bill that

exceeds the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings baseline.

ask, "Where’s

But we gathered here to pay our respects to Americans
with the courage and creativity to find their own solutions, and
not wait for the Federal Government.

So before I head for the Briefing Room, let’s present this

year’'s awards...
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"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -~ as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s hever been done" --
you’re doing it.

And when they say, "You can’t get there from here" -- you’ve
proved that you can.

[[And now we'd like to present this year’s awards...]]

# # #
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Well, after the Congress has had its rest, here's what I expect:

First, I expect the Congress to endorse our proposal to cut the
capital gains tax. This is key to continued economic growth.
Last year's failure -- caused by the Democratic leadership in
Congress -- to pass this tax cut has already cost America jobs,
and has increased the federal deficit. If the Congress really
wants economic growth and increased government revenues, the
place to start is not with tax increases -- it's with a capital

gains tax cut.

Second, I expect the Congress to get serious about spending. 1In
I sent the Congress a budget which held spending at
responsible levels. In the X months since then, the House has
passed X appropriations bills which spend X billion more than my
request -- and some of the pork they've added has to be seen to
be beleived. (examples) And X months later, we haven't seen one

word of any responsible spending proposal from the Democrats.

Ladies and gentlemen, I promise you this. I will veto any
spending bill that exceeds the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings baseline.
And I can also say that if the Democrats do not produce a budget
proposal with real cuts in their pet programs by Labor Day --

then they're still not serious about cutting the deficit.

Finally, I expect the Congress to reform this zany budget process

once and for all. Instead of voting against the Balanced Budget



Amendment, and then complaining about deficits, they ought to
pass the Amendment and then give me a line item veto so we can

get the'job done.

Well, that's what I expect from the Democrats in Congress when
they return. I don't think it's too much to ask for -- but I do
think it's about time for them to join us in trying to govern |
responsibly. And if it doesn't hapfen soon, then the Democrats
will have to take responsibilty for the pain that will result

when the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings axe falls in October.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /7/ It’s an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House.

You know, too often it seems that the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,

- you have quietly gone to work to make them xight.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along

the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.



L4

2

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s someyhing
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and Qomen with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to Amefica
-- that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forées for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an oﬁtstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
It seemed no hand was idle -- and certainly no heart'was

untouched.
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But these cities and othefs have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in
overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippl Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to

life. One high school senior even told a local historian,
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"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through theée awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you’'re doing it.

And when they say, "You can’t get there from here" -- you’ve
proved that you can.

[[And now we’d like to present this year’s awards...]]

# # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pd: 3
DATE: /30 /39 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

>\
8/1/90 NOON

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT a MCCLURE j 0
SUNUNU 0O =) NEWMAN 0 0O
SCOWCROFT 0 O PORTER J O
DARMAN J O ROGICI&—Q O
CARD O { UNTERMEYER a O
CICCONI 0 ( ROGERS 0O ‘{
DEMAREST J 0 WINSTONM 0O J
FITZWATER O J ANDERSON J 0
GRAY 0 0 PINKERTON J -
HAGIN 0 0 O O
HOLIDAY J O O 0

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
%2930, no later than NOON, Wednesday, August 1, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! It’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [[ 1]1.

You know, too often it seems thap the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited. '

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,

you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despéir, to natural disaster. You've refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the ﬁobless as somehow iﬁpﬁssible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many.different ways," he once wrote, "in which a

man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
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Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Rqosevelt
right.

So we've gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
—— that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux city, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte, North carolina did after Hurricane Hugo.
All Americans were upliﬁted by stories of courage and compassion
that emerged during those difficult times. It seemed no hand was
idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges. |

Wwhen the community of South Gate in Los angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in

overcrowded classrooms == civic volunteers and local businesses
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volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against diugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests,_assemblies, and anti—gang; anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. and the drop-
out rate is now the lowest in the city.

- rThe same vision for a better future has driven the city of
south St. paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key in&ustry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors thatiurban.rehewal means an improved city.
_economic growth and new jobs. stock certificates for |
nMississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

“I just have to thank you for giving me pack my home town."

For forty years, the National civic League has recognized
community excellence through these awards. Success stories like
these are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy
depends on the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-
governance, education, civic responsibility} and economic

development.
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

THROUGH : DEBRA R. ANDERSON
Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of
the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

FROM: WILLIAM J. CANARY, JR.VLPfg
Special Assistant to the! Presidgnt for
Intergovernmental Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS
ALL AMERICAN CITIES EVENT / AUGUST 6

After reviewing the Presidential remarks for the All American
Cities event, it is my belief that it would be inappropriate not
to reference the ten cities that are receiving the awards. The
remarks currently make reference to four of the ten cities -
Sioux City, Iowa; Charlotte, North Carolina; South Gate,
California; and South Saint Paul, Minnesota. The remaining six
cities should be similarly referenced. If this cannot be
accomplished, I would appreciate the opportunity for discussion.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 1, 1990

All-America City Award Winners

Bakersfield, California
South Gate, California
Tampa, Florida

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho

Sioux City, Iowa

South Saint Paul, Minnesota
Hamlet, North Carolina
Charlotte, North Carolina
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Abilene, Texas
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

I PR 2
- 8/1/90 NOON
DATE: 1430439 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:
< -AMERI
supjecy: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES
ACTION FY! ACTIO FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 MCCLURE J O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT O m) PORTER / O
DARMAN J O ROGICH { O
CARD O / UNTERMEYER o O
CICCONI O J ROGERS - [(
DEMAREST J 0 WINSTON a, o
FITZWATER O J ANDERSON / ~
GRAY O 0 PINKERTON J 0
HOLIDAY ‘_j o | O
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than NOON, Wednesday, August 1, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

NO COMMENTS. THANKS.

HOLLY WILLIAMSOM '
8-1-90

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chjef of Staff
Ext. 2702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
JAUG | all: 51

7/30/90 8/1/90 NOON

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYl

VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE j O
SUNUNU O a NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT 0 0 PORTER J =)
DARMAN"_i O ROGICH 7 =
CARD O { UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI O ( ROGERS 0 [{
DEMAREST ( 0 WINSTOM O J
FITZZWATER O J ANDERSON J O
GRAY O O PINKERTON J 0
HAGIN 0 O O 0
HOLIDAY J 0O 0O 0

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
%2930, no later than NOON, Wednesday, August 1, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: 3/2 . @M

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990

Welcome! 1It’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [[ 11-

You know, too often it seems that the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited. | '

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what’s Q;ggg with Ameriéap cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make thém right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despAir, to natural disaster. You've refused to see the'prbblems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow iﬁpbssible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a

man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
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Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we've gathered to-celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to Ameriéa
-— that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, Or
raised a barn on a winaswept field.’

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like '
| Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa == whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they'’'ve resbonded to a natural disaster, the way the
peoéle of Charlotte; North Carolina did after Hurricane Hugo.
All Americans were uplifted by stories of courage and compassion
that emerged during those difficult times. 1t seemed no hand was
jdle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notabie, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

when the community of South Gate in Los Angéles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in

.overcrowded classroomsS == civic volunteers and local businesses
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volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang; anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. and the drop-
out rate is now the lowest in the city.

- The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the joss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings toO convince
their neighbors thaﬁ urban renewal means an improved‘city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for.
wMississippi Miles" were sold for'a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

and now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
1ife. One high school senior even told a local historian,

*1 just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty years, the National civic League has iecognized
community excellence through these awards. Success stories like
these are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy
depends on the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-
governance, education, civic responsibility, and economic

development.
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July 31, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKERTO&;:{:>

SUBJECT: All-American Cities

We particularly like the reference to Teddy Roosevelt in
the context of talking about empowerment (at pg. 1, para.
6, line 1). A nice conjunction of powerful themes: the
reform Republican tradition and the kinder, gentler, yet
tough-minded idea of empowerment. Well done.

#H#
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

7/30/90 8/1/90 NOON

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYl

VICE PRESIDENT a MCCLURE J O
SUNUNU 0 0 NEWMAN 0O 0O
SCOWCROFT 0 O PORTER J O
DARMAN ( O ROGICH { O
CARD a / UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI O ( ROGERS 0 [{
DEMAREu—-é 0 WINSTON O {
FITZWATER O J ANDERSON / O
GRAY 0 0 PINKERTON J 0
HAGIN O O a O
HOLIDAY [/ O 0O 0O

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
%2930, no later than NOON, Wednesday, August 1, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

£

ot

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! 1It’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [][ 11.

You know, too often it seems thgt the function of the |
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that Americafs potential is truly
unlimited. '

The All-Americ¢an Cities are great American success stories.
'In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despéir[ to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow iﬁpﬁssible to solve.

Instead, you'vé_set out to unleash the infinite range of
what's possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a

man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
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Well, the men and women with us today are -proving Teddy:Ropsevelt
right.

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of eﬁpowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -~ perhaps unique to America
—— that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, Or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -—-- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities. |

In some-cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa == whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte, North carolina did after Hurricane Hugo.
All Americans were uplifted by stories of courage and compassion
that emerged during those difficult times. 1t seemed no hand was
idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

| But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges. ‘

when the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in

overcrowded classrooms --= civic volunteers and local businesses
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voiunteered moﬁey, time and talent to turn the tide against diugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang; anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. and the drop-
out rate is now the lowest in the city.

" rhe same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challengés.
Rather than mourning the 1oss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings toO convince
their neighbors thatiurban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. gtock certificates for |
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a doilar each, enlisting even
the kids.

and now, the center of gouth St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

»I just have to thank you for giving me pack my home town."

Foi forty years, the National Civic'League has recognized
community excellence through these awards. Success stories like
these are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy
depends oOn the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-
governance, education,-civic responsibility, and economic

development.
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We single out all ten of these cities, not becaﬁse they
claim to be the "best” cities in America -- T think they’'re too
smart or modest for that -- put because they represent what's
pest about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution Or quick fix,
they'’'re looking within for the answers == and they're finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they're proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -~ and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You've earned the admiration

of a nation. Because when people say. nIt's never been done" --

you're doing it.

and when they saY. wyou can’t get there from here" -- you've

proved that you can.

[And now 1'd like tO present...]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL~-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! 1It’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [[ 11.

You know, too often it seems that the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America‘’s potential is truly
unlimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with~American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And aloﬁg
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s somethihg
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the Natignal Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a

man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
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Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right. |

So we've gathered to celebrate the spirit of empoﬁerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
—— that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American citiesiare forming partnerships
for éhallenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities. |

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte, North Carolina did after Hurricane Hugo.

All Americans were uplifted by stories of courage and compassion
that emerged during those difficult times. It seemed no hand was
idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-térm
challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an

explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in

overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
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volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang; anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. And the drop-
out rate is now the lowest in the city.

| The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as tﬁey deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that ﬁrban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty years, the National Civic League has recognized
community excellence through these awards. Success stories‘like
these are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy
depends on the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-
governance, education, civic responsibility, and economic

development.
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We single out'all ten of these.cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
‘smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing'and'uhleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you‘re doing it.

When they ask, "Why bother?" -- you’re aéking "Why not?"

And when they say, "You can’t get there from here" -- you’ve

proved that you can.

[And now I'd like to present...]
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Welcome! It’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [[ 11-

You know, too often it seems that the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That'’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homelessiafhe jobless, the=hopeless as somehow impossible
to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,

when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.
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"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

SO, we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,

é%%g/ ntial of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America ~-
th n an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are putting partnerships to
work on challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -~ as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- or they’ve responded to a
natural disaster, the way the people of Charlotte, North Carolina

we all A p— e GITices I Coain-
did after Hurricane Hugo.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in
overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs

and gangs.
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The kids -~ 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. And the drop-
out rate is now the lowest in the city.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at owq/ﬁg;tings to convince
their neighbors W urban renewal means an improved city,-
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian, LF&zEe—=

always_been _ embarrassed—to.b But now I

jﬁst have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty years, tﬁe National Civic Lieague has recognized
community excellence through these awards. These success stories
are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on
the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they

claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
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smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’‘ve earned the admiration

of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --

you’re doing it. When they ask, "Why bother?" -- you’re asking
"Why not?"
W
And when they say, "You can’t get there from here" -- -you’se

Getting to the White~House—may seemlTke—an~achievement., or

_an_honor.—But—yeou—understand—that—the real achievements are T

Jhappening. back—at—home-e—
And -the real honor is to _have you here today...-

[And now I’d like to present...]



