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INFORMATION FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST@
FROM: MARK LANGE M
SUBJECT: REMARKS FOR THE ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
I. SUMMARY

The annual All-American Cities Awards ceremony will be held
on Monday, August 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the Rose Garden.
Approximately 125 guests are expected. The attached remarks
are approximately eight minutes in length and will be

on speechcards. You will be joined on stage by

National Civic League Chair Henry Cisneros and

Allstate CEO Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN].

II. DISCUSSION

The National Civic League, which was established by Theodore
Roosevelt, has presented the All-American Cities Awards for
41 years. This year, the League received more applicants
than ever before.

This award honors cities which exemplify a true volunteer
spirit and have really pulled together to address problems
and issues in their communities. The winners are a
diverse group with equally diverse programs: they range
from large cities combatting drugs and gangs, to medium-
sized towns lending a hand to the elderly, to very small
towns struggling to rebuild a sense of community.

The attached remarks briefly highlight the work of these
winning cities and praise them all for rising to meet
the challenges in their communities.

The remarks begin with a serious note on the budget summit.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
. THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
lQ:OO A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It's an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House.

[[ Before we get started, I need to ask your forebearance in
order to bring up an issue of particular interest to this group
-- and of great interest to the nation as a whole. You see,
after this ceremony, I'll be heading right err there to the
Briefing Room, to explain to the American public what didn't
happen in the budget summit -- and why it didn't happen.

I took the initiative last spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
a sequestration brings.

When you take the initiative, you've got to take the heat.
And yes, I took my share this summer, for agreeing to put
everything on the table in those negotiations -~ including tax
revenue increases -- and we all watched as some took the

opportunity to make political hay, instead of progress.
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Well, in spite of that summit, the House has passed ten
éppropriations billé, eight of which exceed my request. 1In
total, the ten bills exceed my request by $14 billion.

And in spite of our calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. Vacation. And 86 days
after I called on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work
with me toward a bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three
months -- the Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

I took the initiative =-- I took the heat -- and now I'm
taking my case to the American public. So I'm laying my cards on
the table. When the Congress comes back, let ﬁhem understand
this: I will veto any and every spending bill that busts the
budget.

One more thing. If the Congress really wants economic
growth and increaéed government revenues, the élace to start is
not with tax increases -- it's with a capital gains tax cut.

[PAUSE] [/// I feel better already. Now that we've cleared
that up, on to the business at hand. ]]

This event is special. It's special because too often it
seems that the function of the Federal government is to make laws
and set limits. But the cities and citizens we honor today are .

reminders that America's potential is truly unlimited.
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The All-American Cities are All-American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what's wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You've refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you've set out to unleash the infinite range of
what's ossible, when Americans put their minds to it. Aand along
the way, you've reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -~ but it's something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, ﬁin which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities.™
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we've gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- a spirit that in an earlier time could have built a meeting
house, or raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, All-American cities are forming partnerships for
challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and urban
canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and volunteers are

joining forces for the future of their communities.
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In some cases they've mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -~ whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they've responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
‘courage and 6ompassion that emerged during those difficult times.
No hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

-But these cities and others have been just as notable, I
think, for their courége and creatiQity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the schools of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of enrollment -- young kids -- many of them immigrant
and at-risk in overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and
local businesses volunteered money, time and talent to turn the
tide against drugs and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -~ got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified'School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.

Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
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to plan a public walkway and trail system én old industrial land
élong the river. )

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home toﬁn."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
.Florida; Coeur d'Alene [CURR~de~-lane], Idaho; Hamlef, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they're too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what's
best ébout American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they're looking within for the answers -- and they're finding

them.
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By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they're proving that big cities can meet
enormous.challenges == and small toﬁns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You've earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It's never been done" --
you're doing it. And when they say, "You can't get there from
here" -- you've proved that you can. //

[ And now we'd like to present this year's awards...]]

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It’s an honor and a
pleasure to Eave you here at the White House.

([ Before we get started, I want to bring up an issue of

some interest to this group -- and of great interest to the
nation as a whole. Because after this ceremony, I’ll be heading
over to the Briefing Room, to explain what didn’t happen in the
budget summit -- and why it didn‘’t happen. “

I took the initiative last Spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget éummit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -~ the kind
a sequestration brings.

I took the heat this Summer, for agreeing to put everything
on the table ig_those pegotiations -- including tax revenue

increases -- and we all watched as some took the opportunity to

make political hay, instead of progress.

In spite of that summit, the House Budget committee passed a
budget more than 17 billion dollars over the Gramm-Rudman-

Hollings targets.
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And in spite of our calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. And 86 days after I called
on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work with me toward a
bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three months -- the
Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

When the Congress comes back, let them understand this:

I will veto any and every spending bill that exceeds the Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings baseline. /// Now that we’ve cleared that up,
on to the business at hand. ]]

Too often it seems that the function of the Federal
government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one reason
this event is so special. Because the citiés and citizens we
honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what'’s wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster.l You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Ameriéans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
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President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a womén can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we’'ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- that in an earlier time could have built a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and coﬁbassion'ﬁhat emerged during those difficult times.
.It seemed no hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was
untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,

for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term



challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in
overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
pééter and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to amdong the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather ;han mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miies" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids. i

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back.to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
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recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, Califofnia; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capapity of citizeﬁs for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modé;t for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a naﬁion. Because when people séy, "It’s never been done" --
you’re doing it. And when they say, "You can’t get there from
here" -- you’ve proved that you can. //

if And now we’d like to present this year’s awards...]]

]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /17 It’s an honor and a
pleasure to Qave you here at the White House.

([ Before ;e get started, I want to bring up an issue of

some interest to this group -- and of great interest to the
nation as a whole. Because after this ceremony, I’ll be heading
over to the Briefing Room, to explain what didn’t happen in the
budget summit -- and why it didn’t happen. |

I took the initiative last Spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -~- the kind
a sequestration brings.

I took the heat this Summer, for agreeing to put everything
on the table in those negotiations -- including tax revenue
increases -- and we aii watched as some took the opportunity to
" make political hay, instead of progress.

In spite of that summit, the House Budget committee passed a
budget more than 17 billion dollars over the Gramm-Rudman-

Hollings targets.
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And in spite of our calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. And 86 days after I called
on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work with me toward a
bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three months -- the
Democrats have yet to offer one single propgéal.

When the Congress comes back, let them understand this:

I will veto any and every spending bill that exceeds the Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings baseline. /// Now that we’ve cleared that up,
on to the business at hand. ]]

Too often it seems that the function of the Federal
government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one reason
this event is so special. Because the citiés and citizens we
hbnor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited.

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.
In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,
yourhave quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
deséair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what'’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s somethihg



3
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- that in an earlier time could have built a méeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carclina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stdries of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
It seemed no hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was'
untouched.

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,

for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term



challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in
overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide against drugs
and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,

'poéter and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug

pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to amdng the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challengeé.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miies" were sdld for a dollar each, énlisting even
the kids. |

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back.to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
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recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development;

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America ~-- I think they’re too
smart or modé;t for that --_but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potentiai of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you’'re doing it. Ana when they say, "You can’t get there from
here" -- you’ve proved that you can. //

(f And now we’d like to present this year’s awards...]]

+
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. ///

It’s an honor and a pleasure to have you here at the White
House.

This event is special. 1It’s special because too often it
seems that the function of the Federal government is to make laws
and set limits. But the cities and citizens we honor today are
reminders that America’s potential is truly unlimited.

The All-America Cities are All-American success stories. In
a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities, you
have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something

President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,

when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.
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"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we’'ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- a spirit that in an earlier time could have built a meeting
house; or raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, the All-America cities are forming partnerships for
challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and urban
canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and volunteers are
joining forces for the future of their communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
No hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been just as notable, I
think, for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the schools of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of enrollment -- young kids -- many of them immigrant

and at-risk in overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and
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local businesses volunteered money, time and talent to turn the
tide against drugs and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North

Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
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a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you’'re doing it. And when they say, "You can’t get there from
here" -- you’ve proved that you can. //

L[ And now, if Henry and Wayne will join me up here, we’d like

to present this year’s awards. ]]
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SUBJECT: REMARKS FOR THE ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
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IT.

SUMMARY

The annual All-American Cities Awards ceremony will be held
on Monday, August 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the Rose Garden.
Approximately 125 guests are expected. The attached remarks
are approximately eight minutes in length and will be

on speechcards. You will be joined on stage by

National Civic League Chair Henry Cisneros and

Allstate CEO Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN].

DISCUSSION

The National Civic League, which was established by Theodore
Roosevelt, has presented the All-American Cities Awards for
41 years. This year, the League received more applicants
than ever before.

This award honors cities which exemplify a true volunteer
spirit and have really pulled together to address problems
and issues in their communities. The winners are a
diverse group with equally diverse programs: they range
from large cities combatting drugs and gangs, to medium-
sized towns lending a hand to the elderly, to very small
towns struggling to rebuild a sense of community.

The attached remarks briefly highlight the work of these
winning cities and praise them all for rising to meet
the challenges in their communities.

The remarks begin with a serious note on the budget summit.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Memberé of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It's an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House.

([ Before we get started, I need to ask your forebearance in
order to bring up an issue of particular interest to this group
-- and of great interest to the nation as a whole. You see,
after this ceremony, I'11 be heading right over there to the
Briefing Room, to explain to the American public what didn't
happen in the budget summit -- and why it didn't happen.

I took the initiative last spring, and invited the leaders

of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.

For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the

meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
a sequestration brings. | ] il
When you take the initiative, you've got to take the heat.ZC*Z;kwﬁﬁ
"'_Z;afyes, I took my share thiE—EEMnQF, for agreeing to put 7
everything on the table in those negotiations -- including tax
revenue increases -- ana we all watched as some took the

opportunity to make political hay, instead of progress.
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Well, in spite of that summit, the House has passed ten

appropriations bills, eight_of which exceed my request. 1In
total, the ten bills exceed my request by $14 billibn.

And in spite of our éalls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. Vacation. And 86 days
after I called on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work
with me toward a bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three
months -- the Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

I took the initiative -- I took the heat -- and now I'm
‘taking my case to the American public. So I'm laying ﬁy cards on
the table. When the Congress comes back, let them understand
this: I will veto any and every spending bill that busts the
budget;

One more thing. If the Congress really wants economic
growth and increased government revenues, the place to start is
not with tax increases -- it's with a capital gains tax cut.

[PAUSE] [/// TI feel better already. Now that we've cleared
that ﬁp, on to the business at haﬁd. 1]

This event is special. It's special because too often it
seems that the function of the Federal government is to make laws
and set limits. But the cities and citizens we honor today are

reminders that America's potential is truly unlimited.
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The All-émerican‘cities are All-American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what's wrong with Americanlcities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You've refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you've set out to unleash the infinite range of
what's possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you've reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- bu£ it's something
President Teddy Roosevelt well undersfood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are mény different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men_aﬁd women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we've gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- a spirit that in an earlier time could have built a meeting
house, or raised a barn on a windswept field.

Téday, All-American cities are forming partnerships for
challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and urban
canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and volunteers are

joining forces for the future of their communities.
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In some cases they've mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outStanding emergency response system.

Or they've responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged dufing those difficult times.
No'hand was idle -- and cerfainly no heart was untouched."

But these cities and others have been just as notable, I
think, for their courage and creativity in meeting ionger-term
challenges.

. When the.schools of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of enrollment -- young kids =-- many of them immigrant
and at-risk in overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and
local businesses volunteered money, time and talent to turn the
tide against drugs and gangs.

The kids =-- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out. rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The éame visioﬁ for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.

Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
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to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for |
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d'Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity.of citizZens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they're too
smart or modest for that ~-- but because they represent what's
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they're looking within for the answers -- and they're finding

them.
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By recognizing and unleashing the po&er and potential of the
people themselves, they're proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You've earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It's never been done" --
you're doing it. And when they say, "You can't get there from
here" -- you've proved that you can. //

([ And now we'd like to present this year's awards...]]

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICA CITY AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors =-- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It's an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House.

[[ Before we get started, I need to ask your forebearance in
order to bring up an issue of particular interest to this group
-- and of great interest to the nation as a whole. You see,
after this ceremony, I'll be heading right over there to the
Briefing Room, to explain to the American public what didn't
happen in the budget summit -- and why it didn't happen.

I took the initiative last spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
a sequestration brings.

When you take the initiative, you've got to take the heat.
And yes, I took my share this summer, for agreeing to put
everything on the table in those negotiations -- including tax
revenue increases -- and we all watched as some took the

opportunity to make political hay, instead of progress.
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Well, in spite of that sﬁmmit, the House has passed ten

appropriations bills, eight of which exceed my request. 1In
total, the ten bills exceed my request by $14 billion.

And in spite of our calls for Budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. Vacation. And 86 days
after I called on fhe Democrat leaders in the Congress to work
with me toward a bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three
months =-- the Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

I took the initiative -- I took the heat -- and now I'm
taking my case to the American publiec. So I'm laying my cards on
the table. When the Congress comes back, let them understand
this: I will veto any and every spending bill that busts the
budget.

One more thing. If the Cbngress really wants economic
growth and increased government revenues, the place to start is
not with tax increases -- it's with a capital gains tax cut.

[PAUSE] /// I feel better already. Now that we've cleared
that up, on to the business at hand. ]]

This event is special. It's special because too often it
seems that the function of the Federal government is to make laws
and set limits. But the cities and citizens we honor today are

reminders that America's potential is truly unlimited.
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The All-America Cities are All-American success stories. 1In
a time when so many mourn what's wrong with American cities, you
have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You've refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you've set out to unleash the infinite range of
what's possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you've reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it's something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we've gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships =-- perhaps unique to America
-- a spirit that in an earlier time could have built a meeting
house, or raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, the All-America cities are forming partnerships for
challenges of every kind =-- in small industrial towns and urban
canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and volunteers are

joining forces for the future of their communities.
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In some cases they've mobilized after an accident, 1like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they've responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
No hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been just as notable, I
think, for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the schools of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of enrollment -- young kids -- many of them immigrant
and at-risk in overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and
local businesses volunteered money, time and talent to turn the
tide against drugs and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
'poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
'District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.

Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
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to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town.“‘

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d'Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and'economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they're too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what's
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they're looking within for the answers -- and they're finding

themn.
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By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they're proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You've earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It's never been done" --
you're doing it. And when they say, "You can't get there from
here" -- you've proved that you can. //

(r And now, if Henry and Wayne will join me up here, we'd like

to present this year's awards. ]]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Méyors -- and above all, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It's an honor and a
pleasuré to have you here at the White House.

[[ Before we get started, I need éo ask your forebearance in
order to bring up an issue of particular interest to this group
~- and of great interest to the nation as a whole. You see,
after this ceremony, I'll be heading right over there to the
Briefing Room, to explain to the American public what didn't
happen in the budget summit -- and why it didn't happen.

I took the initiative last spring; and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
a sequestration brings.

When you take the initiative, you've got to take the heat.
And yes, I took my share this summer, for agreeing to put
everything on the table in those negotiations -- including tax

revenue increases -- and we all watched as some took the

opportunity to make political hay, instead of progress.
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Well, in spite of that summit, the House has passed ten
appropriations bills, eight of which exceed my request. 1In
total, the ten bills exceed my request by $14 billion.

And in spite of our calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. Vacation. And 86 days
after I called on the Democrat léaders in the congress to work
with me toward a bipartisan budget solution -- after nearly three
months -- the Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

I took the initiative =-- I took the heat -- and now I'm
taking my case to the American public. So I'm laying my cards on
the table. When the Congress comes back, let them understand
this: I will veto any and every spending bill that busts the
budget.

One more thing. If the Congress really wants economic
growth and increased government revenues, the place to start is
not with tax increases -- it's with a capital gains tax cut.

[PAUSE] /// I feel better already. Now that we've cleared
that up, on to the business at hand. ]]

This event is special. 1It's special because too often it
seems that the function of the Federal government is to make laws
and set limits. But the cities and citizens we honor today are

reminders that America's potential is truly unlimited.
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The All-American Cities are All-American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what's wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You've refused to see the problens
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.

Instead, you've set out to unleash the infinite range of
what's possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you've reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea =-- but it's something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"Thefe are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we've gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- a spirit that in an earlier time could have built a meeting
house, or raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, All-American cities are forming partnerships for
challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and urban
canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and volunteers are

joining forces for the future of their communities.
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In some cases they've mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they've responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
No hand was idle =-- and certainly no heart was untouched.

But these cities and others have been just as notable, I
think, for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the schools of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of enrollment -- young kids -- many of them immigrant
and at-risk in overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and
local businesses volunteered money, time and talent to turn the
tide against drugs and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went fromfamong the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.

Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
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to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
life. One high school senior even told a local historian,

"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d'Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they're too
smart or modest for that -- but because they represent what's
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they're looking within for the answers -- and they'‘re finding

them.
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By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they're proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You've earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It's never been done" --
you're doing it. And when they say, "You can't get there from
here" -- you've proved that you can. //

[L And now we'd like to present this year's awards...]]

¥ # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A%/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: All-American Cities
Solid remarks with an excellent message. We have no

comments from a policy standpoint and approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYI

VICE PRESIDENT a MCCLURE J O
SUNUNU a O NEWMAN O m
SCOWCROFT 0 O PORTER O
DARMAN { O ROGICH { O
CARD O / UNTERMEYER a O
CICCONI 0 J ROGERS 0 [{
DEMAREST J O WINSTON 0O J
FITZWATER 0 J ANDERSON / 0
GRAY O 0 PINKERTON J 0
HAGIN O O a O
HOLIDAY J O 0 0

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than NOON, Wednesday, August 1, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! It’s an honor and -a pleasure to have you here at
the White House. [][ 11.

You know, too often it seems that the function of the
Federal government is to make laws and set limits. That’s one
reason this event is so special. Because the cities and citizens
we honor today are reminders that America’s potential is truly
unlimited. |

The All-American Cities are great American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,

you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despéir, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems
of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impbssible to solve.

Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what's possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic Leaque in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a

man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
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Well, the men»end women with ue today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So'we're gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unigque to America
-— that in an earlier time could have puilt a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
. communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in gioux City, Iowa --= whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they'’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte, North Ccarolina did after Hurricane Hugo.
All Americans were uplifted by stories of courage and compassion
that emerged during those difficult times. It seemed no hand was
idle -- and eertainly no heart was untouched.

Bur these cities and others heve been most notable, I think,
for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

Wwhen the community of South'Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of young kids -- many of them immigrant and at-risk in

overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and local businesses
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volunteered money time and talent to turn the tide against drugs

and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti—gang; anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to the highest in the L.A. school district. And the drop-
out rate is now the lowest in the city.

. The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the 1oss of a key industry. citizens began
to plan a puolic walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

volunteexrs worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors thatiurban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for ‘
"Mississippi Miles" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to
1ife. One high school senior even told a local historian,

»I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty Years, the National civic League has recognized
community excellence through these awards. Success stories like
these are a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy
depends on the resilience and capacity of citizens for self-
governanoe, education, civic responsibility, and economic

development.
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We single out all ten of these cities, not pecause they
claim to be the "best’ cities in America -- 1 think they’'re too
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WHITE HOUSE ... FING MEMORANDUM

: - :00 PM TODAY
DATE: 8/2/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:00

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS _
THE ROSE GARDEN
SUBJECT: MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990, 10:00 aM

— 87815 PMdrafti—
ACTION FYI :
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE
SUNUNU \P/ D NEWMAN
SCOWCROFT PORTER
DARMAN ROGICH
% ‘/ UNTERMEYER
CICCONI WINSTON
DEMAREST ROGERS
FITZWATER
GRAY
HAGIN
HOLIDAY
REMARKS:
Please provide comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by
2:00 PM TODAY. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

CLOSE HOLD

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRE‘SI‘JBNTIAL REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
.. . MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
W X 10:00 A.M.
Welcome! - Henry c13neros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEBN] of Allstate° Members of cOngress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above gll, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. ///  1It’'s an honor and a
pleasure to Qave.you~here at the White House. |
([ Before ;e get statted, I want to bring up an issue.of
some interest to this group -- and of gfeat interést tb the
nation as a whole. Because after this ceremony, I‘ll be heading
over to the Briefing Room, to explain what didn’t happen in the
budget summit -~ and why it didn t happen.
I took the initiative last Spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve.economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
| e segesmion pringpg |, - |
E’ém VI this Summer, £&* agreeing to put everything

on the table in those negotiations -- including tax revenue

. increases -- and we all watched as some took the opportunity to
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And in spite of our-cans for budget reform, the ﬁena;e_i:':'— , '~--~.-'~E

Budget Comittee veted on a b111 that tnskened t.he hudget

Dmcnts have yet t.o offsr m mm zml SR -
. When the Congress comes back, 1et them understend'thiss . \
I will veto any and every spending bill that exceeds[?ielg;;;np ‘
<iﬁdmsa-8eiiings-besel&néz} l/l Now thst we've eleared.;h;;,up,

on to the business at hand. ]]

Too often it secems that the function of the Fede:s.l e

b~1+ C_;'ﬁ.ama‘_vv.\ @

government is to mske laws and set limits. That'’s one reason

this event is so special. Because the cities and e.t.tizens we

honor today are reminders t.hat America‘’s potential is truly
gnlimited. |

The All-Ameriean c:l.t:les are qreat Ame:iesn success lto::l.u. ’

\

In a time when so meny mourn what’s wr wron g with Amerj.can eities,

: or-,.‘,:,vab'bdj: +

._{:.. you have quietly gone to ‘work to make them right.

You have refused to sur:ender to crime, to drug desle::s, to

) despair, to natural disaster. You've :efused to see the p:oblems

of the homeless and t.he jobless as sémehow !.mposs:l.ble to solve.
= Instesd, you've set out £o unlessh the 1nf1n1te range of .
: whst's ossible, when Americans put thei: minds to it. And slong
the way, you’ve :esffimed the American ideal of empowement. -

Empowerment gounds like a new idea -—- but it’s something
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president Teddy Roosevelt well understeod, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

'There are many different ways,' he once wrote, '1n which a
'man or a woman can work for the higher life of American citles.
Well, the men and women with us today are.provinngeddy Roosevelt
right. | S -

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the apirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -~ perhaps unique to America
-- that in an earlier time could have built-a meeting house, or
raised a barn on a windswept'field.-

. Today, these All-American cities are forming partnerships
for challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and
urban canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and |
volunteers are joining forces for the future of their
communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had'planned and
acted on an putstanding emergency response system. '

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-xecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.
It seemed no hand was idle —="and certainly no heart was
untonched;

But these cities and others have been most notable, I think,

for their courage and ereativity in meeting longer-term

s
o
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challenges.

When the community of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an

explosion of young kidg -- many of them 1mmigrant and at-:isk in

: overcrowded classrooms - civic volunteers and local businesses
volunteered money, time and talent to turn the tide ggainst drugs
and gangs. ' B

The kids -- 15,000 of them == got 1nvo1ved in marches,
pééter_and essay contests, assemblieg, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to gmahg the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the ciiy of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than gourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

. Volunteers worked tireleéély at town meetings td convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
*Mississippi Miies' were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids. } |

And now, the centéf of saﬁth St. Paul is com1n§ back.to
life. oﬁé high school senior even told a local historian,
*I.Jjust have to thank you for giving me back my home town.*®

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
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recognized community excellence through these awsrds. Success
gtories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d'Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho, Hnmlet, North

Carolina:; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and Abilene, Texas =- all are
1 a hopeful reminder, that the success of democraoy depends on the
resilienoe and capecity of citizens for self-governanoe,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

) We single out all ten of these cities, not becanse they
claim to be the "best” cities in America -- I think they’re too
smsrt or modest for that -- but because they represent what’s:
best. about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finoing
then. ]

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

'So congratulations to yod”ell. You'’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, *"It’s never been done" ==
you’re doing it.'\And when they say, "You een't get there from
here® -- you’ve proved that you can. // - ; |
[[ And now we’'d iike to present this year’s awards...])

A}
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(Lange/Cawley)
August 3, 1990
10:00 A.M.
[CITIES.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL, REMARKS: ALL-AMERICAN CITIES AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1990
10:00 A.M.

Welcome! Henry Cisneros, Chair of the National Civic
League; Wayne Hedien [heh-DEEN] of Allstate; Members of Congress,
State Representatives, Mayors -- and above éll, friends of some
of the finest cities in America. /// It’s an honor and a
pleasure to have you here at the White House.

([ Befdre we get started, I need to ask your forebearance in
order to bring up an issue of particular interest to this group
~~ and of great interest to the nation as a Qhole, You see,
after this ceremony, I’'ll be heading right over there to the
Briefing Room, to explain to the American public what didn’t
happen in the budget summit -- and why it didn’t happen.

I took the initiative last spring, and invited the leaders
of Congress to the White House for a bipartisan budget summit.
For two reasons: to preserve economic growth; and to avoid the
meat-ax of indiscriminate cuts across the board -- the kind
a sequestration brings.

When you take the initiative, you’ve got to take the heat.
And yes, I took my share this summer, for agreeing to put
everything on the table in those negotiations -- including tax

revenue increases -- and we all watched as some took the

opportunity to make political hay, instead of progress.
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Well, in spite of that summit, the House Budget committee
passed a budget more than 17 billion dollars over the Gramm-
Rudman- Hollings targets.

And in spite of our calls for budget reform, the Senate
Budget Committee voted on a bill that weakened the budget
process.

Now Congress has gone on recess. Vacation. And 86 days
after I called on the Democrat leaders in the Congress to work
with me toward a bipartisan budget solution --'after nearly three
months -- the Democrats have yet to offer one single proposal.

I took the initiative -- I took the heat -- and now I'm
taking my case to the American public. So I'm laying my cards on
the table. When the Congress comes back, let them understand
this: I will veto any and every spending bill that busts the

Onr e Ty .
budget. [pause] /// 1 feel better already. Now that we’ve
cleared that up, on to the business at hand. ]]

This event is special. It’s special because too often it
seems that the function of the Federal government is to make laws
and set limits. But the cities and citizens we honor today are
reminders that America’s potential is truly unlimited.

The All-American Cities are All-American success stories.

In a time when so many mourn what’s wrong with American cities,
you have quietly gone to work to make them right.

You have refused to surrender to crime, to drug dealers, to
despair, to natural disaster. You’ve refused to see the problems

of the homeless and the jobless as somehow impossible to solve.
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Instead, you’ve set out to unleash the infinite range of
what'’s possible, when Americans put their minds to it. And along
the way, you’ve reaffirmed the American ideal of empowerment.

Empowerment sounds like a new idea -- but it’s something
President Teddy Roosevelt well understood, and wanted to promote,
when he founded the National Civic League in 1894.

"There are many different ways," he once wrote, "in which a
man or a woman can work for the higher life of American cities."
Well, the men and women with us today are proving Teddy Roosevelt
right.

So we’ve gathered to celebrate the spirit of empowerment,
and the potential of partnerships -- perhaps unique to America
-- a spirit that in an earlier time could have built a meeting
house, or raised a barn on a windswept field.

Today, All-American cities are forming partnerships for
challenges of every kind -- in small industrial towns and urban
canyons -- as citizens, businesses, government and volunteers are
joining forces for the future of their communities.

In some cases they’ve mobilized after an accident, like
Flight 232 in Sioux City, Iowa -- whose citizens had planned and
acted on an outstanding emergency response system.

Or they’ve responded to a natural disaster, the way the
people of Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina did, after
Hurricane Hugo. All Americans were uplifted by stories of
courage and compassion that emerged during those difficult times.

No hand was idle -- and certainly no heart was untouched.
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But these cities and others have been just as notable, I
think, for their courage and creativity in meeting longer-term
challenges.

When the schools of South Gate in Los Angeles faced an
explosion of enrollment -- young kids -- many of them immigrant
and at-risk in overcrowded classrooms -- civic volunteers and
local businesses volunteered money, time and talent to turn the
tide against drugs and gangs.

The kids -- 15,000 of them -- got involved in marches,
poster and essay contests, assemblies, and anti-gang, anti-drug
pledges. Test scores improved. Attendance went from among the
lowest to among the highest in the L.A. school district. And the
drop-out rate is now the lowest in the L.A. Unified School
District. An outstanding case study in how to save our schools.

The same vision for a better future has driven the city of
South St. Paul, as they deal with change and new challenges.
Rather than mourning the loss of a key industry, citizens began
to plan a public walkway and trail system on old industrial land
along the river.

Volunteers worked tirelessly at town meetings to convince
their neighbors that urban renewal means an improved city,
economic growth and new jobs. Stock certificates for
"Mississippi Milés" were sold for a dollar each, enlisting even
the kids.

And now, the center of South St. Paul is coming back to

life. One high school senior even told a local historian,
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"I just have to thank you for giving me back my home town."

For forty-one years, the National Civic League has
recognized community excellence through these awards. Success
stories like these -- as in Bakersfield, California; Tampa,
Florida; Coeur d’Alene [CURR-de-lane], Idaho; Hamlet, North
Carolina; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Abilene, Texas -- all are
a hopeful reminder, that the success of democracy depends on the
resilience and capacity of citizens for self-governance,
education, civic responsibility, and economic development.

We single out all ten of these cities, not because they
claim to be the "best" cities in America -- I think they’re too
smart or modest for that -~- but because they represent what’s
best about American cities.

Rather than looking for an outside solution or quick fix,
they’re looking within for the answers -- and they’re finding
them.

By recognizing and unleashing the power and potential of the
people themselves, they’re proving that big cities can meet
enormous challenges -- and small towns can do big things.

So congratulations to you all. You’ve earned the admiration
of a nation. Because when people say, "It’s never been done" --
you’'re doing it. And when they say, "You can’t get there from
here" -- you’ve proved that you can. //

[[ And now we’d like to present this year’s awards...]]



